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PRELIMINARY   DISCOURSE. 


It  could  hardly  be  necessary  at  any  time  to  offer  an  apol<^y 
for  an  atlempt,  however  humble,  to  illustrate  the  history  of 
G<m1*s  peculiar  people;  and  still  less  for  making  such  an 
attempt  at  a  period,  when  the  attention  of  all  reflecting 
Christians,  is  so  anxiously  riveted  upon  the  movements  of 
that  interesting  race. 

The  author  is  well  aware,  however,  that  there  are  indi  viduals, 
and  those  not  a  few,  who  either  hold  or  affect  to  hold  in  con- 
tempt, the  allusions  that  are  so  frequently  made  by  others  to 
the  descendants  of  Abraham ;  but  until  such  individuals  can 
succeed  in  proving,  that  the  maker  of  the  universe  did  not 
invest  this  nation  with  peculiar  privileges,  and  that  for  a 
great  and  especial  purpose,  all  such  efforts  will  recoil  upon 
thenuelvcs. 

In  truth,  it  is  totally  impossible  for  any  ^ncere  professor  of 
the  Christian  faith,  to  be  indifferent  to  whatever  relates  to  the 
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Jews  ;  with  whom,  and  whose  bistoiy,  past,  present,  and  to 
come,  our  best  interests  are  bound  up,  and  our  highest  des- 
tinies inevitably  inToWed. 

That  a  few  individuals,  of  a  temperament  somewhat  over 
sangaine,  should  occasionally  indulge  in  what  may  appear 
visionary  anticipations  respecting  the  deacenduite  oi  Abra- 
ham, is  not  surprising;  and  so  &r  from  subjecting  them  to 
ridicule,  we  ought  to  respect  and  admire  their  piety ,  and 
their  anxiety  to  trace  and  investigate  the  probable  future  pur- 
poses of  Jehovah,  with  respect  to  his  beloved,  though  at 
present  rejected  people,  even  if  we  cannot  in  all  respects 
adopt  their  opinions.  Venial  indeed  are  such  errors !  and 
how  infinitely  do  such  characters  rise  above  those  who  are 
exhausting  their  time,  talents,  and  strength,  in  seeking 
after  honours*  riches,  and  all  the  vanity  of  this  world,  which 
perish  in  the  using ;   such  indeed  are  deservedly  ol^ects  of 
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Qctioii:  jMi,  we  havo  gnne  tbroo^^h  de 
where  there  Iav  no  way ;  but  a»  for  the  way  o(  Juhovab,  we 
have  aol  known  it.  Whui  haih  prid«  profic«H  hs?  or  what 
good  bath  ridKfl  with  our  vaunting  broo^  us?  All  tlioso 
ihiagi  Utt  paused  away  like  a  shadow^  and  as  a  post  that 
hasted  by:  and  as  a  ship  tbar  passoth  over  the  waves  of  the 
waltT,  wbicb  when  it  i«  gam*  by,  tbe  trace  thereof  cannot  be 
found,  ueilbrr  the  patbu-ay  of  ihn  Iceel  in  the  wavM;  or  as 
vbea  a  bird  bntb  flown  ibrough  the  air,  there  lb  no  token  of 
ber  way  to  be  found,  bat  the  liglit  air  being  boaten  with  the 
atroko  of  her  wings,  and  piirt^^l  with  tl»c  Tiolent  noiae  and 
axHlDO  of  Ibem,  ii  ponwd  itirougb,  and  therein  afterwardu  no 
ngn  whfve  tbe  went  is  to  be  found ;  or  like  as  when  an  arrow 
ti  shot  at  a  mark  it  parteth  tbe  air,  which  immediately 
cmaelh  tocher  aipiin,  bo  that  a  man  rannot  know  where  it 
went  lhroa|:h.  Evm  m  we  in  like  manner,  as  soon  as  we 
were  bom,  be^an  to  draw  to  our  end,  and  bad  no  sign  of 
Tirtoe  to  shew,  but  were  c<msmned  in  our  own  wickedness. 
For  tbe  hope  uf  tbe  ungodly  is  like  dust  that  is  blown  away 
with  tlio  wind;  like  a  thin  froxl  that  is  ilrircn  away  with  tbe 
itonn ;  like  aa  ibu  smoke  whidi  is  dispersed  here  and  there 
vilh  a  iMnpeal,  ud  poaaeth  away  as  the  remembrance  of  a 
KMit  Ihflt  tarrieth  but  a  day.  But  the  righteous  live  for 
evermore ;  their  reward  also  Is  with  tlie  Lord,  and  the  care 
uf  theui  it  with  the  Most  liigb.'** 

It  may  be  aately  asserted  that  there  is  no  snrer  test  of  the 
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preTailiog'  tone  of  Christiani^,  ettam  ttatUi$  mi  eadentit 
«ee2sftce,  than  the  d^^ree  of  interest  which  ia  felt  towaids  the 
houses  of  Jodah  axul  Israel — for  it  might  be  easily  shewn  that 
exactly  in  the  proportion  which  they  occupy  the  minds, 
prayers,  and  affections  of  professing  Christians — ^in  that  same 
proportion,  will  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  personal  re1igi«i 
of  socb  Christians,  be  found  in  operation. 

Whenever  then  has  been  any  remarkable  revival  of  religioD 
in  any  coontiy,  one  of  the  first  fruits  has  invariably  been  an 
anxious  and  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  and  tuture  pros- 
peri^  of  the  Jewish  people ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  when- 
ever a  church  has  feHen  into  a  lukewarm  and  Laodicean 
state,  the  Jews  have  become  n^ected  and  despised,  the 
subjects  of  (^probrium ;  yes,  and  so  low  have  some  churches 
fallen,  that  slrai^  and  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  Christian 
bishops  and  priests  have  been  known  to  disgrace  tfaem- 
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mng  bilberto;  a  nation  incted  ont  and  trodden  under  fuot^ 
whoK  kjitd  the  rivers  ItavL*  s[>oiled,  to  the  place  of  the  no 
of  Jehovah  of  Uoat^  the  niuunl  Zion."' 

Al  the  present  period,  wo  may  repeat,  at  all  events,  na 
BpoloQT  can  be  necessary  fur  any  attempt  tu  illiiiitrate  Ihcii 
bUtory.    Witlwut  venturing  into  the  n^ions  of  prophecy, 
•Petnn  dltfirult  fur  any  man,  with  bis  Bible  in  his  bond,  lo-l 
beltokl  the  passing  events  uf  the  world,  without  anticipating] 
that  liocne  extraordinary  mauifestaliun  uf  God's  purposes  t»1 
rapidly  approaching.     Wc  may  perhaps  bo  told  that  during' j 
the  {wlitical  life  of  Napole«t,  the  prophets  were  at  work,  and* 
lluU  tbey  foretold  vonderful  evenU  which  never  came  to  pasiy*^ 
and  excited  expectations  which  have  never  been  realized.  Be 
it  BO,  What  wonder  ?     If  the  Jews  themselves,  with  the  Old-' 
Tcdumoil  in  their  hands,  could  not  comprehend  their  own 
prophecies  when  actualli/  fulJilUdf  bow  much  more  difficult 
miul  it  be  for  those  who  live  now,  to  pre<Ucl  with  procisiuii,. ' 
the  evimts  which  are  not  yet  accomplished.    Did  the  scoffing- 1 
and  the  jcitiBg  of  the  aniediluvlang,  during  the  one  hundred 
aod  twenty  y«an  in  which  Nuah  was  building  the  ark,  divert 
tlw  purpose  of  God   in   nvcrwhtUiiing  the  world  with  the 
deluge.*     Did  the  refiual  of  the  Jews  to  listen  to  John  the 
Baplial  diaappoint  the  first  advent  of  the  Messiah  ?     Or  did,' 
(beJr  rvjeclion  of  the  miision  of  Jesus  prevent  its  fulfilment  ;^ 
or  their  disregard  of  his  warnings  the  destruction  uf  iUcirK 
cilr  and  nation  .^     Saint  Peter  was  w«ll  aware  tlmt  a  time 
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npidly  appruachiDg.  So  ittxoug:  is  ihn  feeling  U)>od  some 
vigocous  and  iultrlligent,  not  puny  and  entbtistasHc, 
inlellecta,  that  when  ihey  take  their  pea  in  h:in(l  to 
^MMdgtkle  ttieir  opinions,  tbey  proceed  current issi mo  ^ 
calanw,  lest  the  events  ibey  anticipate  should  occur  before 
their  ^btyo  pablicalion  arrive  at  maturity. 

It  is  DOt,  however,  thcohjecl  of  the  following  compilarioD, 
(or  tke  writer  aims  at  no  Mg^lier  title,  tu  enter  into  th»| 
diseoarioD  of  sneh  questions ;  but  H  has  appeared  to  htm,  that| 
a  work  shewif*^  a  Hear  and  snccinr t  ronseriifivc  acrount,  of 
Ibe   rise  and   fall   of  the  kingdoms  of  Judah   and    Israelii 
Hloflratvd  by  such  notices  as  may  be  found  of  thein  in  tbe 
pmfkae  writen  and  in  ancient  and  modern  iravellera,  was 
sttll  a  desidenitnni,  and  might  he  serviceable  to  fix  a  steady 
hcKef  in  divine  revelation  in  tbe  minds  of  young-  people;  and 
nxeile  a  ^niera)  interest  sa  to  (he  future  prospects  of  a  race, 
who  not  only  stand  in  such  a  relation  to  the  great  aullior  of 
tbe  anUerse^  as  no  other  nation  under  heaven  can  lay  claim 

ikai  »fpry  dMccadant  of  Abraham  In  his  lUjr  is  not,  nolens  volens,  a 
•taatflnfT  wlloeu  for  Jebovsh  ?  "  I  am  verf  sore  displeased  with 
tb«  lieatilMi  tbatarf  at  »a<t(> ;  for  I  was  but  a  little  itlspleuod,  and 
1hagrhslpo4  CarmrJ  thit  aSlictioii."*  Aiid  what  a  rr|iroach  ii  It  not 
ttt  ChrUtiiQ  priiiceq  sad  Chrintian  bishopi,  as  diejr  call  themaoltM, 
whoa  twfta  an  avoircd  infldcl  lUc  Frederick,  cither  from  raolircs  of 
pollcT,  or  the  restraloiDf  proTldeace  of  Ood,  vk»  induced  to  bear  an 
vnwilllnK  Intiaiony  to  the  truth  of  divine  revelation,  which  they 
tfamsalTU  betllala  not  to  dinregard  and  despise. 
•  i«th.  I.  !». 
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"EmOM  the  time  that  God  called  Abraham  oat  of  (Jr.*  of 
•^  the  Chaldees,  and  said  to  faiin,  "  I  will  make  of  thee  a 
great  nation,  and  I  will  bless  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great, 
and  tbua  ^alt  he  a  blessing :  and  1  will  bless  them  that  bless 
thee,  and  curse  him  that  curseth  thee ;  and  in  thee  shall  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed  ;**t  it  may  be  considered 
that  the  eye  and  providence  of  Jehovah  were  more  especially 
set  upon  this  holy  patriarch  and  his  future  pn^ny.  The 
communications  with  which  he  and  his  immediate  descen- 
flants,  Idaac  and  Jacob,  were  favoured  irom  time  to  time  by 
the  Angel  of  the  Covenant,  establish  the  existence  of  this 
relation  to  the  death  of  Joseph,  when  an  interval  takes  place 
in  the  Sacred  History  of  probably  120  years,  during  which, 
the  Holy  Spirit  docs  not  inform  us  what  were  the  dealings  of 
God  w  ith  the  Children  of  Israel. 

From  the  birth  of  Moses,  however,  we  have  a  detailed  and 
minute  account  of  the  extraordinary  proceedings  of  Jehovah 
towards  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  in  Egypt,  at  the  Red 
Sen,  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Jordan,  and  in  their  progress  and 
settlement  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  according  to  his  promise  to 
Abraham,  430  years  before,    "  Unto  thy  seed  will  I  give 

*  The  Edessa  of  the  Greeks,  and  now  called  Orfah.— Buckingham's 

Trarels  in  MesopotRinia,  vol.  I.  88. 

t  Gen.  xii.3,  S.     Burder,  O.  L-  34. 
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this  land,"*  for  800  years,  down  In  the  n^c  of  the  prophet 
Samuel ;  during  which  period  Jehovah  hintself  condeseended 
to  rule  aud  direct  even  the  iniuutest  cuncems,  id  the  govern- 
ment and  reli^on  of  this  highly  favoured  rare  ;  to  appoint 
over  Iheui  nik-r^  judges,  and  prophi^lK,  ronslitiiting  (hero,  as 
il  uert*.  his  own  viceroys ;  to  hear  their  complaints;  to  re- 
drew their  grievances  ;  tn  protect  them  fruro  their  enemies ; 
and  lo  prepare  them  for  future  g^lory,  grandeur,  and  happi- 
, ne«&.  Of  such  a  |>cople,  wull  might  the  p!4atniit>t  exclaim— 
'  Happy  i*  that  people  that  is  in  such  a  case  ;  yea,  Irappy  is 
that  peoplr.  whoso  God  is  the  I^rd/'f 

It  mij^lit  have  been  imagined  that  the  mere  aelortion  of  an 
individual  nation,  and  the  transaction  uf  such  exlraurdinary 
events  with  one  peculiar  people,  and  they  the  fewest  uf  all 
pM>pIe,J  wuuld  ofitself  form  a  suiTicifiit  and  invincible  argu- 
ment to  all  wnbelievers;  for  well  indeed  might  the  Divine 
Saviour  say,  *'  If  they  hear  mjt  Moses  and  the  Prophets, 
neither  will  thoy  bo  persuaded  though  one  rose  from  the 
dcad.**g 

The  two  fatal  hatlka  of  Aphck,!]  in  the  hst  uf  which  the 
Israelite*  lost  the  Ark  of  GimI  and  30,000  men,  had  subject- 
ed titem  to  the  oppression  uf  tin-  Philistines,  who  appuar  to 
havo  nded  them  with  a  ro«i  of  iron  :%  hut  G<kI  so  displayed 
his  jwwcr  in  ovLTthrowing  their  idoln,**  that  those  enemies 
were  HKin  glad  to  s«_'nd  back  the  pallatlium  ■>f  Urarl's  secu- 
rity; and,  after  twenty  years,  "Samuel  called  to  Israel  to 
relnm  tn  the  Ixird,  and  put  away  (he  strange  gods  and 
Aikhtoreth^t   from  among  litem.      Having  yielded  to  this 
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of  th^  gtul* — ecMnpouiulod  from  Aa-Tora.  |i<c  Ilrirrr  of  the  Soa  ;  or 


ANTE-RECNrU.  3 

ajipeut,  the  prrtphfl  asseiubled  ibem  a(  Mizpf'liT  e\i(IeiUly 
with  a  view  to  throw  off  tlie  yoke  of  Pbilistia  ;  bill  tbc  lords 
of  thai  natioa  hariii;;  collert«d  a  great  anay^  tbn  IsraDlitca 
herjune  fearfnl,  and  besought  S&iiiuel  not  to  cease  to  cry  unlu 
the  LonI  for  tbt*in. 

The  prophet  accordingly  offered  up  a  sucking  lamb,  aiu\ 
*rio«i  unlu  ibe  Lord  for  Israel,  and  he  heard  biin  ;  for  I  lie 
Philisttties  having  drawn  near  to  attack  tho  Israelites  whilst 
Samuel  was  perfunuinf^  the  sacrifice,  the  Lord  tbundcrecl  at 
tlw  Philistines,  and  discomfited  them,  and  they  were  smitten 
before  Israel;  whereupon  Samuel  get  up  a  stune  between 
Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and  calUnl  (be  name  of  it  Ebenezer,  say- 

»iDg,  "  nitherto  bath  tbc  Lord  helped  us." 
**So  the  Philistines  were  subdued,  and  they  came  no  more 
into  the  coast  of  Israel :  and  the  hand  of  the  Lonl  was  against 
tbe  Philigtioesall  the  days  of  Samuel.  And  the  cities  which 
Ibe  Philistines  had  taken  from  Israel  were  reslonHl  to  ibeni, 
from  Ekron  even  unto  Gath ;  and  the  coast  thereof  did 
hazel  deliver  oat  of  (he  bands  of  «be  Philistines.  And  there 
was  peace  between  Israel  and  the  Amorites.*'* 

Inamsible,  however,  to  the  high  advantages  and  inesti- 
mable privileges  with  which  they  had  so  lung  been  favoured, 
the  Isnelitcss^w  tired  of  thnt  very  distinction  from  oiber 
nutions^  which  they  ought  fo  have  esteemed  their  highest 
booovr;  and  even  all  the  ciders  of  Israel  called  upon 
fianrapl,  u  Mosos  had  prophesied,t  to  make  them  a  king,  to 


A*>Tora-NM.  ihe  Heifer  of  Nonh  of  iho  Sun.  This  viyiiiolo^y 
will  peffeetly  sccord  with  the  Narrative  of  Ranchonlalho,  v\ut 
tcsehe*  lift,  tttal  Aalarte  was  reprpsenlfd  with  ihe  horns  of  a  bull. 
The  Pliotnician  mottivr  of  Ihit  i^ods  was  merely  lh«  No-rlic  Ark,  ff*- 
|>rrtrat<>il  in  Iho  person  nf  Astarte,  undrr  its  usual  trmbUin,  thf 
flrifer  ;  while  ber  lover.  Esealoplas,  was  llie  Solar  Noah.— Fadch. 
Mtw.  Cabiii.  Vol.  I.  103. 
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jodge  them,  like  all  the  natioiis.*  That  this  request  niaed 
the  just  indignation  of  their  Almighty  Protector,  is  evident 
firom  the  declaration  which  he  made  to  the  prophet ;  "  Tbey 
have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected  Me,  that  I 
should  not  reign  over  them.  According  to  all  the  works 
which  they  have  done  since  the  day  that  I  brought  them  up 
out  of  Egypt,  even  unto  this  day,  wherewith  they  hare  for- 
saken me,  and  served  other  gods,  so  do  they  also  unto  thee. 
Now  therefore  hearken  unto  their  voice  :  howbeit  yet  pn^ 
test  solemnly  unto  them,  and  shew  them  the  manner  of  the 
king  that  shall  reign  over  them.*' — *'  This  will  be  the  maii- 
ner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over  you ;  he  will  take  your 
sons,  and  appoint  them  for  himself,  for  his  chariots,  and  to  be 
his  horsemen ;  and  some  shall  run  before  his  chariots.  And 
he  will  appoint  him  captains  over  thousands,  and  captains 
over  fifties ;  and  mil  set  them  to  ear  his  ground,  and  to  reap 
his  harvest,  and  to  make  his  instruments  of  war,  and  instru- 
ments of  his  chariots.  And  he  will  take  your  daughters  to 
be  confectionaries,  and  to  be  cooks,  and  to  be  bakers.  And 
he  will  take  your  fields,  and  your  vineyards,  and  your  olive- 
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that  we  also  may  be  like  all  llie  natiuns;  and  lliat  our  kiiig 
may  jadge  as,  and  go  out  betVm'  us,  and  figlit  our  battles. 
And  Samuel  heard  al)  (he  wurds  of  the  people*,  and  lie  re- 
hearaed  thrm  in  the  ears  of  the  IjoH.  An<t  the  LortI  »aid 
anto  Snmuel,  heiirkcn  unto  their  voict,  and  make  iheiu  a 
king."* 

And  it  is  hardly  posdble  iu  read  this  part  o(  iheir  history, 
without  figuring  to  ooo^s  imaginatifin  the  hearifell  agony  of 
the  holy  Samuel;  whose  prophetic  spirit  no  doubt  enabled 
him  to  picrco  the  mvils  of  succeedinfr  ages,  and  to  anticipate 
all  the  horrors  and  niiseries  his  beloved  nation  were  drag- 
^np  do«ii  u|yin  iheir  own  beads,  and  those  of  their  posterity ; 
and  when  in  their  impious  fury  and  madness  they  cried  out, 
**  God  sate  (he  king/'f  we  may  readily  believe  his  heart 
waa  going  op  to  God  in  some  such  praver  as  that  of  the 
Savioar,  u{>on  another  even  more  awful  ui-cnsion,  **  Father ' 
forgtTn  theiu,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  J 

So  bmnoiH,  indeed,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  was  the  crime 
which  they  had  committed,  and  so  melancholy  were  its 
oecMBr>'  conse(]uen<'CS,  thai  more  than  three  centuHe!^  after- 
wwda,  tlie  Lord  himsself,  with  whom  a  thousand  years  are  as 
one  day,  made  tlic  following  pathetic  lamentation  over  them ; 
*'  0  larael,  thou  host  destroyed  thyself;  but  in  me  is  thine 
bclp.  I  will  be  thy  king  :  wlu<ro  is  any  other  tliat  may  save 
<bee  in  all  thy  cities?  and  thy  judges,  uf  whom  thou  saidst, 
gjremca  king  and  princes.^  I  gave  thee  a  king  in  mine 
angcrt  ami  tmik  him  away  in  my  wrath."§ 

In  cooaequence,  however,  uf  thifi  in<wt  ungrateful  |H'iition, 
Sul  waa  anointed  king  over  them,  shortly  before  the  death 
of  ibe  prophet  Samuel  ;||  and  we  are  informed,  that,  upon 
that  occasion,  Samuel  told  the  people    the  maimer  of  the 
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luDgdom,  and  wrote  it  in  a  book,  and  laid  it  np  before  the 
Lord.*  What  this  book  contained,  we-  know  not,  as  no 
other  mention  is  made  of  it  in  the  sacred  writings. 

Saul  began  his  reign  over  Israel  about  1095  f  years  before 
the  birth  of  Christ.  He  was  the  son  of  Kish,  of  the  fiunily 
of  Matri,  and  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin ;  and  previous  to  his 
elevation  to  the  government  of  Israel,  was  evidently  ci^faged, 
like  the  earlier  patriarchs,  in  agricuttural  puisuits. 

On  the  first  communication  of  the  mind  of  God  to  Suil,  he 
discovered  a  disposition  of  humility,  ftom  which  better  re- 
sults might  have  been  anticipated.  "  Am  not  I  a  Benjamite, 
of  the  smallest  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  ?  and  my  family  the  least 
of  all  the  families  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ?  Wherefiire  then 
speakest  lliou  so  to  me  ?**^ 

After  the  anointing  of  Saul,  by  the  prophet  Samuel,  we 
are  infoniied,  that  God  gave  him  another  heart ;  and  meet- 
ing with  a  com|)any  t>f  prophets,  the  Spirit  of  God  came  up- 
on him,  and  he  pniphesied  among  thcm.§  And  whatever 
was  the  exact  moral  change  which  then  took  place,  it  was. 
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whirh  Hi  frcqueitliy    rbaracT^riam  those  who  are  nxldenl) 
MeralHiJ  tii  i>\:iillPil  statiiiiui ;  far  when  sane  men  of  B«tial" 
Bid,  hvw  drall  this  man  sare  us?  ami  ilespised  him,  nndj 
hmii^bt  him  nu  presents  ;t  he  (HscoTrrc<J  no  resentment,  buti 
merely  held  bU  peace :  and  wc  shall  find,  from  his  subee-^ 
qurat  conduct  towards  tbrm  upon  another  occasion,  this  was 
the  iwnili  of  real  ma^aniiuity.  and  not  merely  the  effect  of 
motbervd  resi'nlmcnt. 

Tbe»acr<Ml  record  say*,  thnt  when  the  new  nionnrch  stood 
MlKiD^  the  people,  he  was  higher  than  any  of  them,  from  his 
•boulders  and  upward :  and  Samuel  said  to  all  the  people,! 
"Ser»  yf  hiiii  whom  Jehovah  hutli  chosen,  that  there  is  notM-| 
like  him  among  all  the  p»Hip|o."* 

In  the  whob  of  thift  pniceeding,  wc  mnnot  fiiil  to  admiral 
the  tmder  venmtngi  of  (iod  over  this  favoured  race,  and  his  ' 
evident  imwtllin<;neas  to  pve  them  up  to  their  own  hearts* 
IttkU.  It  waslnie  th^y  had  reji^^ted  his  immediate  authority, 
uid  demanded  a  king^,  that  (hey  mi"^!  be  like  the  other 
nationt.  Flo  rumplied  with  their  request,  and  guTe  theni 
their  bearu*  desire  ;  but  well  aware  of  the  miserj-  they  were 
brtng:in{r  upiro  tlienwelves,  and  justly  indignaut  with  them 
for  their  iug;ralitude,  he  interposed  an  expedient  by  which 
thry  mi^t  have  been  saved  ;  for  althongh  he  pive  Ihem  a 
king,  be  resiTved  to  llif  exerriso  of  bis  own  divine  omni- 
simce  and  prescience,  the  prerogative  of  appointing  wh(» 
that  king  should  be.  '*  To-morrow,  about  this  time,  1  will 
•rod  tbt»  a  nuui  out  of  the  tnnd  of  Benjamin,  and  thou  shah 
KiKiint  hiui  to  tie  captain  over  my  people  Israel,  that  he  may 
■iTemy  peopir  mit  of  the  linud  of  the  Philbitinea  ;  fur  I  have 


*  1  Sam.  1.  tr.  Wb  am  not  Infunned  who  or  what  they  were. 
b«l  probalily  the  terra  U  u»eJ,  inefi'ly  m  dcfiifriiatins  their  wickcil- 
DPM  tn  ffeneral. 
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looked  upon  my  (wopie,  because  tlwir  cry  is  come  unto  tne^ ' 
And  when  Samuel  saw  Saul,  tlm  Lurd  said  iiiilu  him,  lH>lia1d 
the  man  vhura  I  spake  to  thcc  of !  this  same  shall  reignovtyi 
my  people."  • 

We  may  also  remark,  that  God  has  respect  to  liiaJ 
lOUfi*    P^''^'^*^''""  "f  human  Iwauty  in  thoA'  whom  he  .selects' 
to  administer  boforB  him  ;  thus  Siuil  was  exoecdingly  ' 
distin^ished  fur  his  manly  proportions,  and  David  after- 
wards fur  his  personal  beauty.f 

One  of  the  first  transactions  in  which  the  new  monarch 
distin^shed  himself,  was  in  a  battle  with  Nahash,  a  king  or 
chief  uf  tlic  Ammonites,  one  of  the  mitions  bordering  on  the  i 
kind  of  Canaan,  who  were  not  as  yet  entirely   extirpated.] 
Nahiush  had  encamped  with  his  aniiy  befon?  Jalifsh  Gilead^l 
and  threatened  to  besiege  it,  when  the  inhabitants,  in  order] 
to  appease  him,  offered  to  serve  him,  ur  submit  to  Itecome  his  1 
tribntaries,  if  he  would  make  a  ci.venant  with  them,  or  enter 
into  such  a  treaty  of  alliance,  as  would  secure  them  from 
future  injur}'.     The  pruud  Ammonite  acceded  to  their  re- 
qawt,  but  upon  the  uisolent  and  cruel  condition,  that  he 
might  thrust  out  nil  their  right  eyes,  and  lay  it  fur  a  reprtkacb 
upon  all  Ii(rQel4 

ConqueroRi and  warriors  oDen  overshoot  Ibeir  mark,  and' 
by  aiming  to  impose  too  aerere  conditions  upon  the  vkn- 
quished,  or  tho«e  whom  they  consider  unable  to  conteud  with 
Uiem,  excite  a  spirit  of  despuir  and  reveuge,  which  pmvua 
fatal  to  thenuelvi>s.  So  it  happene<l  with  the  encmiesof  Jabesli 
Gileud.  Exasperated  at  the  iiunlcnce  of  the  Ammonite,  ^^ 
and  yet  unable  to  resist  him  without  awistauce,  they  solicit- ^| 
ed,  and  apparently  obtained,  n  n^pile  of  aevm  da^-s,  at  tlw 
end  of  which  time,  if  they  received  no  aamstance  from  Ihoir 
brethren,  they  agreed  to  g«  <iut  to  Nabaifa,  as  it  wonld  seem. 


1  Ram.  \x.  10.  17. 
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iOrIlt  i<i  submit  ihemaclvcs  to  tlic  infliction  nf  his  cnirl 
jtbamioQf-d  i>ur|MBe. 

Tbvy  accunliugly  sent  their  racsBeugen  to  8anl,  whu  was 
ilien  ill  Gibeah,  and  their  melanciicilv  tale  cxcitod  i\wt  syni- 
patliy  of  the  people,  so  that  they  wept,  and  mi  loss  indi^^na- 
lion  in  i)m*  mind  ofSituI;  for,  intiu£>nced  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
be  iiuiiunli^tdy  tovk  a  yi>kc  or  pair  of  oxeu,  and  h«w«i  them 
ia  pieces,  and  scut  them  throughout  all  the  coasts  of  Israel, 
by  Uw  IiumU  of  messengers,  mying,  whosoover  comcth  nut 
forth  after  Sanl  and  after  Samuol,  so  shall  it  be  done  unto  hi^ 
oven.  By  thi^  nicatu,  and  under  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  Suul 
■■nuhled  nn  amiy  of  300,0iKl  men  of  the  cliildren  of  \snic\, 
and  30,000  of  the  men  of  Juduh,  and  sent  the  messengers 
back  to  their  terrified  and  anxious  brethren  of  Jnbcsh  Gilcad, 
with  tiiifi  significant  and  encoura^g  message.  "To-mur- 
niw  by  that  time  the  sun  be  hot,  ye  shall  have  help/'* 

Wf  inay  easily  im.i;^iie  how  grateful  this  message  mu^  have 

Ki  to  the  inhabitant*  of  the  beategod  city,t  who  inmiedi- 
r  wnt  word  to  N'ahash ;  "  to-morrow  we  will  come  oat  to 
and  ye  shall  do  with  iis  all  that  aeemeth  gvod  unto  you." 
_  pon  his  arrival,  Saul  divided  hij  army  into  three  bands, 

or  eoMptoics ;  and  they  came  into  the  midst  of  the  host  {of 
ifavcmny),  in  the  morning  watch,  and  slew  the  Ammonites 


*  I  Sam.  xi.  0. 
t  W«  bare  some  nfffctlox  examples  of  similar  relief  bi  history. 
Saeb  BHl  here  been  ttic  jo>'  rxpericocpd  by  Hip  InhnbtUtnts  of 
Vifliaa,  when  be<>icgt>d  by  two  huudreil  ibouaaiii)  Turks,  under  the 
rsiBou*  Karn  Muilii[tlia,  Jti  the  year  I6K3,  Ihey  werr  relieved  al  the 
la«l  monent.  by  the  arrlT&l  of  Ihc  famoat  John  Sobieskl.  KIny  of 
Poland:  and  sMch  the  fxiilutlnn  «ith  which  Jrdc.  CouitRsa  of  I 
Mootford,  whea.  from  Ihc  liighr»t  turret  of  the  Castle  of  IlLUoebon, 
In  Flanders,  and  whiUl  her  ministers  were  actually  framing  the 
Irraii  of  capitulation  tohcrhusbniid's  rlTsl,  exclaimed  on  doscrj-ing 
Ihv  pmnimft  uf  Ihr  hnie  Sir  Walter  Manny  flcaling  In  the  otfing, 
Th«  fioglish  !     The  EuglliU  I     I  see  the  l^nglish. 
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until  the  heat  of  the  day  :  and  it  cami.^  to  pass,  that  they 
which  mmoinnd  were  s^'altcrod,  au  that  two  ol'  ihnni  wtrre 
not  loft  together.*  S 

Saul  hero  again  shewed  his  ma^ianimity  and  dispositioa  V 
for  mercy,  for  wheii,  in  the  exultation  of  victory,  some  of  his 
adherents  werft  desirous  of  pnnishinj^  the  mon  of  BeliaJ  for 
their  inaulence  and  disloyalty,  exclaimint;,  who  is  he  that 
asked^  shall  Saul  rei;^i  over  us  ?  bring  ihe  men  thai  we  may 
put  them  to  death;  he  repLivtl,  tliure  shall  nut  a  man  be  put 
to  death  this  day,  for  to  day  the  Lord  hath  wrought  salvation 
in  laraeLf 

It  would  seem  that  ii  was  not  the  purpoeo  of  Jehovah, 
thai  the  king  whom  he  appointed  ovct  this  people  sliould 
be  established  iu  great  pump,  for  aJthongh  Saul  had 
been  alrextdy  anointed,  and  subtfequenily  publicly  chosen  by 
lot,  aud  the  manner  of  the  kingdom  had  been  written  in  a 
book,  yet  when  the  messengers  from  Jabush  Gilead  came  to 
him,  they  found  him  "coming  after  the  her<l  out  of  the 
field  ;"  so  lliat  lie  luusl  havu  continued  to  follow  hts  pBtioral 
and  patriarchal  occupations,  after  his  elevation  to  the  regkl^ 
dignit)-.  fl 

Still,  however,  God  was  unwilling  to  poMS  by  the  great 
crime  of  whirl)  ihe  Jewish  nation  had  been  guilty,  in  rcjert- 
ittg  his  own  immediate  government,  fur  towards  the  close  of 
SomuePs  life,  that  distingiiishtxl  prophet,  in  a  solemn  od- 
dreaa,  after  pointing  out  how  they  Itad  been  led,  couducted, 
and  preservcKl,  by  Jehovali  himself,  bul  yet  pnmiising  pro- 
tection both  to  them  and  their  king,  if  they  would  fear  the 
Lord  and  serve  him,  and  obey  his  voice,^  ailds,  **  now  there- 
fore stuid  and  sec  this  gront  thing,  which  the  Lord  will  do 
before  your  eyeii.  Is  it  not  whi-ar-luinsl  lo  day  ?  I  will 
call  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  send  thunder  and  niin :  that] 
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T*  may  pfrccive  and  sw*  Ihnt  ynur  wirkednpss  is  groat,  which 
yr  have  duiu*  id  Ihe  sii^hl  of  the  Lord,  in  askin<;  von  n  king. 
Su  Samud  called  tinlo  the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  aent  thunder 
and  min  lliat  day  :  and  all  the  pci>ple  fenred  the  Lord  and 
Saniiicl.  And  nil  the  p<>oplc  said  uolo  Snitiurl,  pray  for 
(by  serTantB  unln  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  we  die  not :  for  we 
have  ad<Ieil  unto  all  our  sins,  this  cvU,  to  a»k  us  a  kio^."* 

But  mark  (he  forhearing^  merer  of  God,  (<tr  the  prophet 
immwHately  adds,  "  tlie  Lord  will  not  fui&tke  his  people  for 
hb  great  name's  sake  :"  but  why,  "  bccaasn  it  has  p]eugi><I 
tbe  Lord  to  make  you  his  people.*'  Aodtheuhe  palhelically 
conrludeA,  "  only  fear  the  Lonl.  and  aervo  him  in  truth  with 
all  ytiur  h*ar1:  fur  consider  how  great  things  he  hnth  done 
ftr  yuii:  but  if  ye  shall  still  du  wickedly  yestudl  be  cun- 
•omed,  both  ye  and  your  kii^f,"t 

In  the  third  yBar  of  the  reign  of  Saul,  the  people  be^ran  to 
feel  aomething  of  the  kingly  burthen  whirh  (hey  had  brought 
upun  themselves;  for  we  are  told  that  Saul  had  selected  three 
ibootaod  soldiers,  two  thousand  of  whom  l»e  reserved  as  a 
body  guard  fur  himself  in  Michmasb  and  Mount  Bethel ;  and 
the  nihr-r  ihougand  he  gave  to  his  oldest  son  Jonathan,  who 
dwell  in  Gibcuh  of  Benjamio.^ 

The  UQXt  liansactiun  in  the  reign  of  Saul  wns  a  war  with 
the  PhilistiDef,  originating  in  an  attack  by  Jonathan  u|Mm 
laxe  of  their  garrisona  in  Geha.  We  are  not  tnf»rme<l  what 
induced  Jonathan  tu  take  tbid  step,  nor  whether  he  was  au- 
thorized by  8anl,  who  however  anticipated  it  would  involve 
the  nation  in  a  general  war;  and  therefore  ho  blew  the 
tniropM  throughnut  the  l»nd,  and  said,  **  let  the  Hebrews 
baar;"§  who,  in  citntteqncnce,  aaiembled  themaeUes  to  Saul 
b  Gilgal.  The  Philistines  encamped  in  Michmasb,  4astward 
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from  Beth-Ayen,  an  itnmeme  army,  described  as  the  s&nd 
which  is  on  the  sea  shore  in  multitude,  with  thirty  thousand 
rhariote,  and  six  thousand  horsemen. 

Alarmed  at  the  formidable  appearance  of  the  enemy,  most 
of  the  Israelites  withdrew  from  Saul ;  and  he  with  difficulty 
induced  a  small  number  to  remain  with  him  in  Gilgal,  where 
he  was  waiting  for  Samuel, 'according  to  the  directions  of  that 
prophet  when  he  anointed  him.* 

The  prescribed  seven  days  having  expired,  and  six  hun- 
dred men  only  remaining,  and  those  without  any  sword  or 
spear,t  either  through  want  of  fidth,  or  excess  of  impatience, 
Saul  ventured  to  offer  up  a  burnt  offering;  and  which  sacri- 
fice he  had  hardly  completed,  when  Samuel  arrived.  Upon. 
Saul's  offering  in  excuse  the  prophet's  delay,  the  paucity  of 
his  own  troops,  and  the  imposing  appearance  of  the  Philis- 
tines, Samuel  exclaimed,  "  thou  hast  done  foolishly ;  thou 
hast  nat  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  which 
he  coitimanded  thee ;  for  now  would  the  Lord  have  estab- 
lished thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  for  ever.      But  now  thy 
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ftld>oiig;h  ihe  Lord  had,  as  it  were,  girpo  up  Saul,  yet  that  he 
|ns|>ircd  Jonathan  lu  perform  it,  in  onlfr  to  t,\\ow  ihul  lie  hul 
net  wholly  withdrawn  his  prcspiice  from  his  own  people. 

Whilst  Saul  and  the  remnant  of  his  arnij  were  thus  lyincf 
at  Gibeah,  and  expecting  no  doabt  n-ciy  moment  to  b« 
■ttacked  and  exterminated  by  the  Philistines,  Jonathnn  «e-> 
crHly  withdraw  firtmi  the  ramp,  tnking  with  him  on\r  a 
young  man,  hia  armowr  bearer,  in  order  to  attempt  a  surprise 
upon  the  enemiea'  g;arri»on  at  Mirhmash.  In  the  passage 
betmcn  Michmash  and  Gibeah,  there  were  two  roclu  withj 
their  baclu  to  each  other,  or  one  rock  with  a  double  face  ;] 
OOP  of  which  was  named  liozez,  and  the  other  Seneb. 

It  would  seem  that  sentinels  were  placed  on  the  top  of  thi»1 
rttt^i ;  and  Jonatlan,  guided  no  donbt  by  a  divine  impulse, 
%|A9tttled  with  his  armoar  bearer,  that  if,  on  approaching 
nBilBtincU,  they  stiuuld  say,  '*  come  up  to  us,*'  they  would 
4o  m ;  but  if  the  sentinels  should  say,  "  tarry  nntil  we  come 
t«  ytm^"  ihon  they  should  stand  still.  Upon  seeinfr  Jonathan 
■ndkb  armour brarer,  (he Philistines  said,  **  Hehnhl,  the  He. 
brews  rume  forth  out  of  the  holes  where  they  had  hid  them- 
•i^lvca;**  and  cried  out,  **  come  up  to  us,  and  we  will  shew 
jruu  a  thing/*  Junathan  eridently  felt  he  was  acting  im- 
d^  the  (piidant-o  of  God;  for  havinjf  exclaiaied  to  his 
armour  bearer,  **  r<imt;  up  bIUt  me,  for  the  Lord  hath  de- 
livered them  into  the  hand  of  Israel:"  he  immediately 
eliinbMl  up  on  his  hands  and  feet,  followed  by  his  armour 
bMnr,  when  I  boy  slew  twenty  men.  The  alarm  producwl 
by  thu  sudden  atlark,  and  the  miraculous  eflert  of  the  terror 
pat  into  their  hearts  by  the  Lord,  was  »o  great,  that  the 
whole  garriaon  fled  before  them;  and  could  be  distinguished 
by  the  smttnels  of  Sanl  in  Gibeah,  as  heating  down  one 
tBother  till  the  whole  multitude  melted  away. 

Saul  wu  BO  entirely  ignorant  of  what  had  happened,  and 
«o  unable  to  account  for  the  dispcniion  of  the  Philistines, 
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which  hU  Acoixts  reported  to  him,  iba(  bo  caas«^d  a  g:rn(>rat 
muster  of  hts  own  aniiy  iinmedintcly*  to  see  whether  any  of 
ihc  Israelites  were  cuncomed  in  this  signal  ovorlhrow  ;  when 
ho  tllsroTen^d,  for  the  first  titne,  ihul  hia  eldest  uuu  Juuatbaa 
and  his  anuour  bearrr  were  mJasiuj, 

Saul  iminmliatt^ly  called  for  (be  Ark  of  the  Lord;  ami 
while  be  talked  with  Ahiah  the  priest,  the  noise  in  the  camp 
if  the  Philistines  inrreaHcd  so  uiuch,  that  Saul  with  hia  suialt 
band  of  fnrrcs  ventured  to  draw  uear,  and  reconnuttre  them  ; 
and  perceived  thai  thn>iig:bout  the  cnemits'  host,  every 
man*ahand  was  agiiinst  Wis  fellow,  and  thai  there  was  a  vny 
great  discotiihture;  not  a  Utile  incrcaseil  by  the  Hebrew 
slaves  in  their  camp,  who  took  advantage  of  I  he  eonslcmation 
to  rise  agaiovt  their  masters  and  uppr<>s!K>ni,  and  untie  with 
Jonathan  and  his  annoiir  brsirer,  who  by  this  tiiiie  Imd  Im-cd 
joined  by  bis  Either  and  the  Israelites,  as  well  as  those  who 
had  hid  theniiielveA  in  Mount  Epbraiin.  Su  tlie  Lor<l  saved 
Isniel  in  that  day,  and  Ihebattb-  p;issed  over  unto  Uelh-Aveo. 

Such  an  exploit  as  this,  if  related  by  a  boatben  writer,  or 
H  modem  historian,  uould  have  become  the  theme  uf  genent 
eulogy  and  wann  admiration.  And,  in  point  of  fact,  a  very 
nmilar  occurrence,  hy  an  English  sailor,  at  the  taking  of 
Fort  Omoa,  in  the  Bay  uf  Honduras,  in  the  yen  1T7(),  has 
actually  produced  such  an  effecl.  Dut  this  exploit  of  Jnna- 
ihaii,  the  son  of  Saul,  is  rrlated  in  the  Bible ;  and  therefore, 
like  many  other  most  interesting  and  import.int  tnmxaclitms 
U  but  littlt!  ht'fdi.'d,  perhaps  hardly  known  by  ibdUBoda, 
who  would  be  ashamed  to  appear  ignorant  of  ibc  minulcal 
occurrences  in  English  or  even  genoml  htslory. 

The  blMUiiff  of  God  van  withdrawn  from  Saul,  ko  that  this 
victory  wns  not  m  complete  as  it  mo^t  likely  would  ba\e  been, 
if  hv  bad  rrtnained  in  Gibcab.  Probably  witbiiut  any  bad 
intent,  but  \ery  injudiciously,  tto  bud  iasord  a  proctmnation  ; 
**  cureed  be  the  man  that  eatt-lb  axiy   food  until  the  etemiig, 
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tkftt  I  may  he  avenged  on  mine  enemies."  This  >*-as  strictly  i 
obaerrtNl  bv  all  vxr<^pi  Jonatimn,  whu,  nut  Imriitg  heard  iIiqI 
iDjunrtiim,  e:it  a  liltle  honvy  whicli  he  found  in  the  wood  ;-i 
and  when  some  of  the  fainting  people  iuroruted  hiui  of  his 
&tht*r'«  orden,  he  hesitated  not  to  say*  '*  my  fiither  hath 
troiihlefl  iJ»  land/*  '*  If  liaply  the  j)eiiple  had  ealen  freely 
lo  day  of  die  spoil  of  their  enemips,  there  would  have  been  a 
much  greater  slaughter  amongst  the  Philistines,'* 

Itut  the  evil  did  not  end  hcrts  fur  the  la-aelites  bftving 
pursutxl  the  enemy  from  Michnuish  lo  Ajalun,  and  Iiecome 
inordinately  faint  and  hungry ;  when  the  ereniug  at  length 
ame,  they  flew  tipun  the  tifioil,  and  slew  the  slieep,  oxen,  and 
tidvBi  un  the  ground,  and  eat  t hem  in  their  blood,  without 
taking  time  to  pcrfonn  those  riles  and  obscrranrcs  which  iba* 
ccraDooiul  law,  given  by  Gud  to  Moses,  bad  so  strietlyi 
enjfjioed. 

Thin  WHS  actnal  fin  agninRt  God,  and  Saul  wax  so  seosiblo 
vt  it,  and  ajiprebensive  of  the  consequences,  that  he  caiUKfl 
a  grvat  atone  to  be  rolled  towanU  hini,  and  every  man  to 
bring  bis  ox  and  ^beep,  and  slay  iheni  tliere,  and  not  tu  sin 
against  tbe  LonI  in  eating  with  blood, 

Saul  waa  desirous  to  pursue  aAcr  the  Philistines,  but 
Abiab  the  priest  restrained  him,  and  said,  *Mct  us  draw  near 
bither  unto  God :"  upon  which  Saul  asked  counsel  of  God, 
"■ball  1  go  down  af^er  tbe  Philistines?  wilt  tbou  deliver 
tbciD  into  tbe  baud  of  Uiael  ?  But  God  answered  blin  not 
that  day/* 

Upon  thia  Saul  began  to  suspect  that  some  secret  Hin  had 
b»Ba  roatmitted  amongst  the  people,  like  many  others  nut 
cboontig  to  imajjinp  ilial  the  diKpleoaure  of  hi*  God  was 
cbiefljr  directed  loM-anbi  himself ;  and  rashly  swearing,  that 
if  it  lay  even  with  his  sop  Jonathan  he  should  surely  die ; 
proceeded  to  cast  lots,  and  called  upon  tlie  Lord  to  sauction 
tbe  proceeding, 
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The  lot  having  fitllen  upon  Jonathan,  he  confessed, 
did  but  bwte  a  liltle  honey  with  the  end  of  the  rod  thai  was 
in  tiiy  band,  and  lo,  1  inufil  die.*'  It  does  doI  appo.ir  thai 
Saul  ruleoled  from  his  purpose,  for  he  initnediately  answered, 
**  God  do  so,  and  more  also:  for  thoa  slialt  iurcly  die." 
The  people,  Itowever,  cried  out,  "  shall  Jonathan  die,  who 
hath  wrought  tJiis  great  solvation  in  Urael  ?  God  forbid  :  as 
the  Lord  lirelh,  there  shall  not  one  hair  uf  his  liead  (all  to 
the  ground:  for  ht*  hath  wrought  with  God  this  day.  So 
the  people  r«scuMl  Juiiathan,  that  he  died  not."* 

This  ailbtr  pnt  an  enil  to  thff  pimhUinient  of  the  Philutinea, 
who  returned  to  their  own  territories;  and  Soul  wasestt^ 
Hfthed  in  the  throne  of  Israel,  and  made  rnpntcd  Bttedu  npoo 
the  nei<;hl>oiirin?  nations  of  Moab,  Ammon,  £doin,  ZolMh^ 
and  the  Philigtiuoi,  so  that  whithereoover  lip  turned  bimelf 
he  vexed  them  :  and  gatherinf^  an  hoHl,  he  smote  the  Amalew 
Ititea,  and  deHrnvd  Israel  out  of  the  hands  of  fhem  that 
spuled  them. 

The  next  trial  of  the  failti  and  obedience  of  Saul,  was  in 
an  CKpcdiliun  against  the  Amalekites.  Samuel  said  sfito 
Saul,  the  Lord  sent  me  to  anoint  thee  to  be  kin^  over  his 
people,  over  bfael :  now  therefore  hearken  thmi  unto  the 
roirje  of  the  vocvb  of  Jehovah,  This  prefare,  we  may  Mp- 
pos^  was  by  way  of  wammg  and  admoniiton  to  Saal,  that 
bis  precise  and  eajiecial  obeiKence  was  required  lo  the  mi 
■afre*  which  the  prophet  was  about  lo  delivpr.  **  Thtn  Kkitb 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  I  remember  that  which  Amaiek  fUd  to 
Israel,  bow  be  laid  wait  for  him  in  the  way,t  when  be  came 
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't  This  wu  Id  It*))hidlin,  where  Jofbus  fought  with  AnaUk 

whols  <ls]r,  an<l  whrn  Most**'  hands  britiK  tlrrtl,  he  wsi  supported 

hf  Aaixm  aad  Hor.     Exod.  avil.  6—14.    And  liniee  wp  miy  know 

what  those  lisve  to  «xp«ci  wbo  d«  any  injury  to  the  salau  of  Oqt 
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up  from  Egypt.     Now  go  and  smile  Amalck,  and  utterly  de- 
tfroy  all  that  iliey  bave^  and  span?  ihfin  not :  but  aluy  both 
man  and  woman,  tnCant  and  gackling,  ox  and  sheep,  caiiiet^ 
and  OS.*** 

Sanl  having  tuuemlilcd  an  anny  nf  210,000  men,  proce 
ad  against  Amalek,  and  lay  wait  iu  llie  valley,  having  first 
aent  UMaengPTS  to  the  Keuil^,  tu  separate  ihemsi'lvos  frum 
that  peop)e,+  leat  be  should  destroy  both  toother.  The 
Kenitos  obeyed  ibe  admonition,  and  Sanl  smote  the  Amale- 
kites  from  IlaWiah,  until  ibou  couicst  to  Shur,  over  against 
Egypt,  and  destroyed  all  the  jit^iple  with  llic  t>d^c  of  the 
flword :  but  spannl  Agag  alive,  und  the  best  of  the  aliecp  and 
oiott,  atul  all  that  was  good ;  and  destroyed  only  what  was 
nlr  and  without  value. 

Here  again  Saul  was  guilty  of  another  cxpreaa  act  of  di^ 
obvdicDce:  uid  appeare  to  have  been  so  conscious  of  it,  lu 
to  wiah  ti*  hare  avoided  Samuel:  for  on  coming  to  Mount 
Catoiel,  he  went  about,  and  passed  on  dciwn  to  Gilgul.  Still 
however  upon  Sanuel  comiug  to  him,  he  had  the  etfronter>', 
and  ratisi  wc  not  say,  the  hypucrifty,  to  exclaim,  '"  blessed 
be  thou  of  jL'buvab,  I  have  perforniLHl  the  commandtt»ent  of 
JeboTah.  But  Samuel  naid,  what  mL<aneih  then  this  blcatin;; 
of  Ibe  ahe<Y  in  miuc  ears,  and  the  lowing  of  the  oxen  uhich 
I  bear  i**  How  pitiful  was  the  excuse  of  the  deluded  monarch  i 

•ad  hew  ufMMilngly  lie  witches  over  their  Interests,  aod  rercpgrt 
Ibalr  wroDgB/— Dflut.  xxv.  17.  IB,  10.  Ilom.  xW-  10. 
•  I  Snm.  xf.  2,  3. 
♦  Tlili  affonl*  another  str«n(f  ptirouragentiil  to  assist  ana 
rriien  the  peoplt  of  OimI  ;  for  tho  rrason  which  Saul.  flpMklrtg  m 
tnm  God,  f  It»»  for  sending  thrai  thi*  frienill)'  Inllmatlon  wfti  "  for 
fa  ik«wpd  kindneH  to  all  Hie  Children  of  Israel-"— Exodos  xflil- 
10.  to.  Numb.  X.  SO.  33.  Tht  KdoUcs  wrre  the  desccodaats  of 
Hobab  or  J.thro.  the  fsllicr-in-Uw  of  Motes.— I  Bp.  Halt,  S0^. 
Matt-  X,  M  8o  God  could  not  punish  Sodom  till  Lot  wa»  roma»ed 
to  a  plaee  of  safety      Gen.XTill.  9A.  xix.  £9. 
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**  The  pooplc  spared  the  host  of  the  sheep  and  of  the  oxen, 
to  sacrifice  unto  Jehovah  thy  God  ;  and  the  rest  wc  have 
utlprly  destrojed."  Surely  thin,  if  true,  made  the  sin  the 
greater  ;  for  was  it  of  the  cattle  of  the  Atnalekite  that  nci^ 
fiees  were  lo  be  oHered  unto  God — be  to  whom  uotbing  was 
to  be  offered  that  was  unholy  }*  But  it  was  not  tnie;  for 
ibo  real  object  waa  either  to  increase  or  to  spare  their  own 
herdaajid  fluclut;  and  therefore,  ai  bottom,  not  only  aTarice, 
btit  avarice  of  the  worst  kiod ;  viz.  defrauding  Jehovah  o# 
the  prescribed  amount  of  sacrifice.  Beitidcs,  why  qwr* 
AgTtg-  ?  Was  ha  to  be  spared  for  a  sacrifice  ?  Surely  ratber 
for  a  ransom. 

For  this  serious  offence  tlie  propliet  pronounces  the  jwl^- 
ment  of  God,  "  Hitth  Ji'-hovuh  as  great  delight  in  burnt 
offerings  and  fiacrihcex,  OJt  in  obe\'in{^  the  vuictr  of  Jehorah  ? 
Behold,  to  obey  is  betier  than  sacrifice;  and  to  bearken, 
than  the  fat  of  mms.  for  rubelliun  is  as  the  idn  of  witch- 
rraA,  and  stubborime^  ia  as  iniquity  and  idolatr)'  :  be- 
cause ibou  haiit  rfjecled  the  wurd  uf  ihe  Lord,  be  liatb  aim 
rejected  t)w«  from  bciu^;  king."  Upon  this  Saul  cxpr«^ 
■ed  contrition^  and  laid  hold  on  the  vkirt  of  Samuel's  mantW, 
who,  in  breaking  away  from  him,  rent  it,  when  the  prtiphfl 
said,  Jehovah  liolh  rejit  the  kiogdom  of  Israel  from  tboe  (his 
day,  and  g^ven  H  to  a  nei<;hbour  of  thine  that  is  belter  thaa 
Ihoii.  Al  the  earnest  ititreaiy  however  nf  Saul,  that  SainnrI 
would  continue  to  hnnuiir  hini  before  the  pojple,  thr  prophet 
turned  again  af^er  him,  and  it  in  said  that  Snul  wonihippcd 
Jehovali.  Samuel,  however,  to  fulfil  llie  judgment  of  God, 
ordered  ^Vgag  to  b«*  bruughl  before  him,  and  whilst  hewing 
him  is  piece*  before  Jehovah  in  Gilgal,  we  find  the  prophet 
tleelariug  one  at  leant  of  llie  causes  which  justified  thi>  [iro- 
ceedings  of  God  respecting  him. — "  As  thy  sword  hath  made 
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wooiea  cbiMlen,  so  shall  thy  mother  be  childkiB  amon^ 
women-"* 

After  thuSninupl  wenttoRamah,  andSnuI  toGibecdi ;  buk  | 
Samutfl  mourned  bitterly  for  the  rcferlioo  of  the  monarch,^ 
and  even  inbrriNkil  all  night  with  Jehovah  ibr  a  reTenal  uf 
the  Bnilencp.^ 

Jebovab  haring  rejected  Stan)  5om  being  king  over  hi« ' 
people:,  yet  had  resfieet  so  lar  to  their  wiabeft,  that  he  prorid- 
ed  a  ncceHDr  who  should  be  a  difTereut  character ;  a  man, 
aa  be  is  empbalinUly  called,  aAcr  Gud'i»  uwn  heart ;  oikI  oa  ' 
Ibegrrat  Saviour  of  mankind  deBcended  froiu  the  loinaofthis 
munarcii,  we  may  wcU  Huppanc,  that  this  purpose  of  God, 
which  had  aodrted  from  ail  titernily,  waa  the  chief  reason  for 
bu  filing  qpon  Darid,  thf^  son  of  Ji^^sc.  JohuTnb,  however, 
did  not  roiiununicQte  to  Samuel  which  of  the  nortH  of  Jesse  l>e 
had  •elected  for  this  distinipiitihed  honour,  but  merely  told 
liiiu  to  fill  hia  horn  with  nil  and  git,  for  that  he  had  provitled 
himartf  a  kiii^  ainoii^  the  sous  of  Jetee,  the  B^^thlehemile. 

It  appeant  tiiat  Jeine  had  eight  suns,  the  eldest  seven  of 
whom  poaud  in  aucceaaion  before  Samuel,  who,  under  the 
Icadkinir  of  Jeborah,  rejected  theiu  all ;  but  upon  David,  tha 
•^kih,  who  waa  then  keeping  hia  fnlher*s  sheep,  bcing^  sent 
Hm,  JcboTob  Boid  to  the  prophet,  "  arise,  anoint  him :  for 


*  I  Sftm.  XT.  38.  lUrm.  U.  236.  Burdcr,  O.  I.  iSO. 
And  we  hive  here  anothrr  instance  of  ihp  forbfnrinfr  mercy  of 
a«4  towanl*  the  no»t  absTHtoncd  nations.  The  battif  of  Rrpliidim, 
«har«  tba  bravrniblo  decree  went  forth  from  Jcliovili,  luok  pltee 
too  jraam  bifwe  tbii  event,  and  Clod  forbore  tlis  execution,  llU 
now  (he  |>«rlud  «u  arrived  when  tbeir  Inlquilips  wer«  full.  KxoU. 
svil.  to.— So  when  Ood  promised  the  Land  of  Canaan  to  Abra- 
haai,  be  told  lilm  be  could  not  have  it  fur  i30  yean,  ,for  this  verj^ 
aaBO  raasou.  vix.  that  thu  initiullles  of  the  Auiorites  were  not  jat  j 
fall.    0«n.  XT.  10. 

t  t  San.  xr.  U.  :  1  Sam.  XT.  11. 
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this  is  be.***  Then  Samuel  look  the  hurn  of  oil,  and 
anointed  him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren  :  and  Ibr  Spirit  of 
Jehovah  rame  upon  Davit],  from  that  day  forward,  wo  Sarauel 
ruw.  up  and  went  to  Rainah. 

One  cannot  road  (be  uoxt  remark  of  the  sacrod  vriter, 
without  the  most  |>ainful  E>mi>tions  :  **  hut  the  Spirii  of  llw 
Lord  dopartnd  from  Saul,  and  an  evil  spirit  from  Jehovah 
troubled  him.**  Wcare  not  informed  what  particular  species 
of  affliction  this  was  ;  but  it  w:u  evidently  such  as  lo  be  di^ 
rcntibU- lu  tlHMtlt«;itd(ints  of  the  monarch,  who  said  to  him, 
*'  behold  now  an  evil  spirit  from  God  troubleth  thee  :"  and 
they  reconunended  him  to  send  for  a  skilful  pbyer  upon  fh« 
harp,  iu  order  to  cure  him,  Saul  having^  consented,  and  nv 
quipMl  to  know  whi>re  such  a  person  might  be  ft>und  ;  one  of 
them  anBuered,  '*  behold  1  have  seen  a  son  of  Jesse,  the 
BethU'hcmitc,  that  is  cunmiig^  in  playing,  and  a  mighty 
v:Uiant  man,  and  a  man  of  wiir,  and  prutkMit  in  malters, 
and  a  ncmiely  iH'.rmm,  luid  iIm*  Lord  if,  with  him."  Mtist  ttf 
our  nibles  place  this  iniitsaclion  in  the  same  year  with  Ihni 
of  the  anointing  by  Samuel ;  but  there  is  pruhablv  some  de- 
lect in  the  chronolu^-,  as  it  is  not  very  likely  that  David, 
wbu  was  the  yoim^^t  stm  of  Jewe,  nnd  quite  a  youih,  rould 
have  durtii^^isbcd  himself,  and  obtained  such  a  character,  in 
m  short  a  time,  or  even  have  had  the  opportunity  to  diqilny 
the  laleiiis  here  ascribed  to  him  ;  so  that  we  may  take  it  for 
granted,  that  some  yeara  hud  iiilen'eneil  ttefor^*  ihis  inlruduc- 
lioo  lo  Saul  bad  token  place. 

However  that  was,  Saul  sent  memeu^ent  to  Jitne,  and 
d««ired  (hat  he  Mould  semi  Dnvid,  his  stm,  who  wax  with 
the  sheep.  With  this  rpcjiir!,!,  Je«ie  eooipliod;  and  ncrnrd- 
ing  to  ihc  custom  of  tl»e  cast,  from  all  antiquity,  sent  tite 
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I  humble. 


lonarch  a: 
and  a  kid, 

SmbI  was  at  fint  mnch  pirasnl  with  David,  and,  it  ij  said, 
lovad  him  greatly,  and  made  him  his  armour  l>earcr,  and  t©» 
(pjjred  Jcase  to  allow  him  to  become  one  of  his  att^'odaiiCi^l 
Jknd  rt  came  lo  pa»,  when  the  eril  gpirii  fpim  God  was  upovi 
SboI,  that  Darid  took  an  harp,  and  plajod  with  his  hand,  Ml 
Saal  WW  rofimfaed,  sod  waa  well,  and  the  eril  spirit  departed} | 
fruoi  him.f 

Huw  Imtg  Darid  remainnl  at  the  court  of  SauU  we  are  notj 
■ofarwied ;  but  if  U  clear  that  be  had  retumr d  bume  to  htal 
6lkcr,  ami  rewnied  his  pastoral  occupatiooa,  before  the  Phi* ' 
■Wnb  mrbMgan — for  it  is  said,  ^  Duvid  went  and  returned 
ftvB  Saul  to  ^ed  his  (allt**r'9  »h»ep  at  Btrihlchcm."^ 

TbePhiliBtiueti  huving  collected  a  largv  amiT  at  Shocholiy  , 
«f  Ju4ahf  Saul  drew  np  his  armf  in  the  vallf^  of  E)&h« 
WIlilM  tJw  two  armtca  hr  in  this  punition,  Guliath  of  Oath,  a  ' 
^aal  in  ilature,  and  a  man  of  war  from  his  }'oulh,  came  oat 
fiponi  Um  Phitistines*  host,  and  defied  the  army  of  8aol,  from 
dajr  to  day,  and  proudly  conacioiu  of  Lis  own  bodJIr  stretch, 
•ftved  lo  put  tbe  ianie  of  the  contral  upon  a  shi-;le  coabat 
bat—  bfanaif  and  any  champion  the  biraelilm  could  pro- 
rioef^  imiliagly  exclaioung',  ^*  gin  me  a  man,  thai  we  may 
igfal  togMber."S 

There  can  be  no  doabt  that  all  tliis  v.aa  preordained  of  God, 
lo  ahew  Ibnb  bk  own  fltnY,  and  not  only  to  gfivp  his  servant 
Dsrida  high  reputation  and  renown  amongst  tbe  people  wboM 
h0  was  aAenrarda  to  ffarem,  but  Id  inspire  the  PktliatiiHi, 
and  oriMT  iwo«ndiii|f  mtunu,  v^ith  terror  at  Ui  omm. 


•Tbe  lUbFBw  woril  mrans  lUenilly  n  skin  of  wtoe  ;  what  thai 
quantity  ibereriire  was  we  bate  nu  roeaos  of  knowing.   1  Sain.  zvi.  SNk  1 
*  1  9aa.  nl.  81— SS.       1 1  9tm.  xvil.  lA.    Barder,  O.  C.  1  ISO. 
f  t  9tm,  xviU  10. 
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E1iab«  Abinadab,  and  Sfaaminah,  tbe  three  cldfMt  «oas  of 
Jc8sc,  had  followed  Saul  to  tbi:>  war;  iun\  their  fulher  sent 
David  to  them  with  aoiue  parched  com  and  bread,  together 
with  a  present  of  cheeses  to  their  comnianding  officer.  David 
arrived  at  tlie  trench  as  the  host  w:iti  js^in^  forth  1u  the  fi^bl, 
and  shouted  for  the  battle ;  and,  having  saluted  his  brethren, 
whilst  lie  talked  with  them^  Goliath  came  forth  from  the 
Philistine  arniv,  and  repeated  his  impious  defiance,  according; 
to  hi«  daily  practice. 

Not  only  were  Saul  and  all  tbe  men  of  Israel  dismayed, 
and  greatly  afraid,  and  fled  from  the  f^iant,  when  they  saw 
hint;  but  even  Jonaihan,  who  had  so  lately  perfonned  the 
nagnanimuus  deed  before  related,  and  who,  it  alU*rnards 
appears,  was  certainly  present,  did  not  discover  any  incli- 
natioQ  to  acrept  the  cbaJlen^N 

Upon  David,  however,  the  giant's  insult  produced  %i 
different  effect ;  for  when  he  saw  the  men  of  Israel  affirigbted 
and  living'  before  him,  he  inijuired,  "  what  sliall  be  done  to 
the  man  who  killetb  this  Philistine,  and  taketh  away  tha 
reproach  from  Urnel  ?  for  who  is  this  uncircumcised 
Philistine,  that  be  should  defy  the  anuJcs  of  the  living 
God?  And  the  people  answered  him,  it  shall  be  that  lh« 
man  who  killcth  him,  the  king  will  euricb  him  with  greftt 
ricbes,  and  will  give  hini  his  daughter,  and  make  his  Cither's 
boose  free  in  Isnu'I." 

Kliab  having  heard  the  speech  of  David,  and  from  which 
h«  collected  bo  was  about  to  offer  to  meet  the  giant,  was 
filled  with  envy  and  setf-reprouch,  and  with  great  unkindneai 
suid,  "  why  earnest  tliou  down  hither,  and  with  whom  hast 
thou  left  those  few  sheep  iu  the  wilderness  }  I  know  thy 
pride,  and  the  naughtiness  of  thy  heart;  for  thou  art  comn 
down,  that  thou  mighletit  see  the  l>attle."  Notliing  could 
be  more  uiijij»t  than  this  reproof;  for  Eliab  couhl  not  b«t 
know  from  tbe  present  and  mcisagc  he  had  received  from  ] 


uut. 


fiiiher,  JfssPy  iliat  il  was  by  his  exprf^  commaml  1m  youiig«^i 
brotlier  hnd  come  to  the  ramp.  David,  however,  discoTcrwJj 
DO  mcnltn'^nt ;  but  merely  replied,  "  what  have  I  done  now  H 
U  thiTi'  not  a  cause?"  Should  not  everj-  Israf^lite  feel  al 
holy  iiidi^iiatiun,  to  hear  an  uncircumcised  Philistine  defjrl 
Ibe  ftnnie*  of  (be  living  GikT  ?  And  ought  nut  some  Israelital 
to  step  forward  and  venture  his  life,  lo  wipe  nwny  hii 
fppnMirh? 

Id  consequence  of  siuiilar  remarks  to  other  ptfrscms  in  thel 
army,  Saul  b<*cameat  len^h  ac(|uaiute<I  with  them,  and  sent^ 
lor  David,  wbo  immcdintciv  addressetl  the  mnnarrh,  "  let  no 
man'tt  heart  fail  because  of  him  ;  (hy  servant  will  ^  and 
ficbt  with  this  Philiifline.  And  Saul  ^aid  to  David,  thou 
alt  not  able  to  go  against  this  Philistine,  to  fighl  with  him  ; 
for  tliou  art  but  a  youth,  and  be  a  man  of  war  from  hiii 
jroBlh."  To  whom  David  made  this  beautiful  reply, 
replete  alike  with  m»idy  coumge  and  pious  faith,  "  thy 
wnrwat  kept  his  father's  sheep,  and  there  come  a  lion,  and 
a  brsr,  and  took  a  lamb  fxil  of  the  flock :  and  I  went  otil 
aAtT  htm,  and  smote  him,  and  delivered  it  uul  of  his  mouth  ; 
and  when  he  arose  against  me,  1  caught  him  by  his  beard, 
and  cmotn  him,  and  slew  him.  Thy  servant  stew  both  the 
UoD  and  the  bear;  and  ihit  uncirrumcised  Philistine  hIibII 
be  aa  one  of  ihem,  seeinjr  Ik*  hnlh  deffd  the  annit^  of  the 
living  Gnd.  The  Lord  that  dcHvered  mc  out  of  the  paw  of 
_4llr  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  deliver  me 
of  tbe  band  of  this  Philiiitine,  And  Saul  said  unto 
DdiHd,  go,  and  iho  l-ord  !►<•  with  thee.*'* 

Here  3:;ain  we  must  n>miirL  bow  this  action  of  pittriotism 

)VkI  iBclf-d<n«tion  for  his  cottnlry**  p>od  would  linve  been 

eKloll«d,  it,  like  those  of  tbe  Decii  and  the  Horatii,  it  had 

bvra  foond  in  tbe  annals  of  pagaubm ;  but  because  it  was 
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(H^rfonncd  by  one  of  the  Biblo  worthies,  H  is  treated  with 
cuiiiparative  oegloct  and  contempt. 

Another  remark  sug^gnsts  iteelf:  one  can  hardlv  iniftgwe 
what  must  huve  been  the  feeling  of  the  Israetitish  oflficen 
mill  raptaioii,  that  could  allow  uirh  n  yotilh  thus  to  «^xpaae 
himself  to  the  rage  and  fiiry  of  the  giant,  whilgt  thej  aIamI  at 
a  disianre  in  wruTiiy;  and  more  raperially  of  Saul  himaelf, 
who,  we  are  informed,  was  taller  by  the  hi*ad  than  all  his 
hrelhren,  nud  probiibly  ihan  all  his  own  amiy,  and  there(brr 
the  titteiil  penton,  both  in  stntitre  and  dipiit^',  to  accept  the 
challenge:  we  aay  we  cannot  easily  imagine  whet  his  feelingi 
must  be,  whilst  buckling-  bin  armour  <m  to  Darid. 

Saul  would  have  had  David  wear  his  own  amionr ;  bat  as 
the  latter  had  not,  at  this  period,  been  accustomed  to  wear 
any,  he  found  it  rumbersome,  and  probably  it  prerented  him 
from  uains:  his  limbs  with  sufiirii'nt  arlirity  ;  he  thereftiiv 
laid  it  aside,  and  proceeded  lo  meet  Goliath  with  bia  atafl* 
and  a  itling-,  and  live  buiuII  Ktunes,*  a  mode  of  offence,  in 
which  be  waa  niuiit  likely  well  skilled.  ^| 

When  tlie  Phitisline  saw  Darid,  who  was  a  youth,  and 
ruddy,  ami  uf  ;<  fair  countenance,  appronchinfr»  he  disdained 
him,  and  exclaimed  in  a  rnge,  ani  I  a  dog,  that  thou  romflit 
10  me  with  Ectaves  ?  Come  lo  me,  and  I  wUX  give  thy  flesh 
unto  the  fowls  of  the  air.  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field.  Bui 
David  replied  to  the  Philiiitiiir,  "thou  conuvi  lu  me  wilb  a 
sword,  and  with  a  gpesr,  and  with  a  shield:  but  i  cume  to 
lltec  in  the  uaraf  uf  ibe  Lord  of  Huats,  the  Gud  of  the  armies 
of  brftel,  whom  thuii  \km  di*tii'<l.  This  day  will  the  IxirA 
ddiver  thee  into  mine  hand;  and  1  will  smile  thee,  and 
lake  thiue  head  Irom  thee;  and  I  will  give  the  carcaase*  of 
the  hiRtt  uf  the  Philistines  this  day  onto  the  fowls  of  itie  air. 


*  Tbv  brook  whence  lUvld  fplctted  llto  Hlcmpn  in  kiHI  sees.  WHwo't 
Trareli  hi  the  llol)  l^nd,  I.  I0(). 


ihc  wild  beasts  of  the  caTth :   that  all  the  oarlh  may 

t)).it  there  ii^  a  God  in  Lsmel.     And  ail  this  aiisombly 

ahmll  know  lliai  the  Lord  aavelb  aot  with  sword  and  spear : 

Ibr  the  batlli?  U  the  lord's,  and  be  will  gi«e  yuu  latv  our 

buids."* 

David  haviug  filtUD  the  Philisliue,  by  sinilin^  him  in  the 
bead  with  a  stone  out  of  liLs  iiling,  ran  and  stood  upon  liiiii» 
tto<i  cut  off  bis  bead  witli  his  own  sword  ;  upon  which  the 
PbilistiiMS  Hed,  and  Iherotipoti  the  muu  of  Israel  :ui<l  of 
Jadab  arose  md  shouted,  and  |iiirsuod  the  Philistines  until 
fbe  ralley  and  gates  of  Ekron^  and  the  wounded  of  the 
Pfantstini>«  fell  down  liy  *he  way  to  Shaaraini,  I'von  nnlo 
Gadi,  and  unto  Ekron.  And  I>.ivid  took  the  brad  of  the 
Pbilistine,  and  bro(u;hl  it  to  Jerusalem.f 

Saul,  it  apjiears,  either  front  ihc  difiWreiKMit  in  hi«i  dretts, 
nr  from  ihe  efferis  of  th<'  disease  to  cure  which,  by  playing 
im  the  lutrp,  Paviil  Imd  fimuerly  liivn  !<ent  tiir,  had  forgx>l|eu 
him  :*  forh(>  inqiiireil  whosi*  stripling  he  Kas,  but  Ahner,  ihe 
raptain  of  the  hciel,  couhl  n<it  tell  hini.  And  upon  beinjOf 
i^Mtrtaitr^  la  Saul,  with  the  bend  of  Goliath  in  bis  hand,  fae 
'^nd,  whofc  sou  art  thou,  young  man  }  when  David  replied, 
I  am  the  aoo  <if  thy  serrant,  Jes.4e,  the  Bethlrheniiie. 

f'pon  this  omuion  it  was,  ihat  the  friendi-ihip  was  eon- 

ved  h«<iwren  David  and  Jonathan,  which,  in  tin-  sequul  of 
Ibvir  stork',  iifl'urd*  mi  many  lourhini;  and  pathetic  inctth^nts. 
For  when  David  hail  made  an  end  of  Kpcaktn^  unto  Saul,  the 
•Dul  of  Jonathan  was  kuit  to  the  soul  of  David,  and  Jonathan 
torn!  him  as  his  own  soul;  and  Saul  1<Mik  David  Ibal  day, 
and  wnahl  let  him  il^o  no  more  home  to  bis  father's  hnuiu?. 
Then  Jcmalhnn  and  David  nuule  a  covenant,  hecauae  he  loved 

"  I  San.  XTli.  U— 47.  *  Bunler,  O.  L.443 

X  Coleas.  as  luffgcitcd  In  p.  90,  there  Is  sume  BnticIi>atloa 
event*.     Or«y>  Key,  178* 
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him  as  his  own  soul.  And  Jonathan  stripped  himself  of  the 
robe  that  was  upon  him,  and  gave  it  to  David,  and  his  gar- 
ments, even  to  his  sword,  and  to  his  bow,  and  to  his  girdle. 
And  David  went  out  whithersoever  Saul  sent  him,  and  beha- 
ved himself  wisely:  and  Saul  set  him  over  the  men  of  war, 
and  he  was  accepted  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  and  also  in 
the  sight  of  SauPs  servants.* 

An  occurrence  took  place,  however,  as  the  anny  was  re- 
tumii^  from  this  victory  over  the  Philistines,  which  laid  the 
foundation  for  that  enmity  against  David,  on  the  part  of  Saul, 
which  no  fidelity,  no  forbearance,  no  integrity,  on  the  part  of 
the  former,  could  ever  eradicate.  The  women  came  out  of  all 
the  cities  of  Israel,  singing  and  dancing,  to  meet  king  Saul, 
with  tabrets,  with  joy,  and  with  instruments  of  music.  And 
the  women  answered  one  to  another  as  they  played,  and  said, 
Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten  housands. 
And  Saul  was  very  wroth,  and  the  saying  displeased  him ; 
and  he  said,  they  have  ascribed  unto  David  ten  thousands, 
and  to  me  they  have  ascribed  but  thousands :  and  what  can 
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TvttliMh,  runmipil  oiIht  thingu,  had  bwn  ihe  king's  ohU'sl 
daURhUT;  but  liitheno  Saul  hail  uiiitll(.*d  lo  rwlwrn  lliat 
|i|e4^,  Ni»w,  howuTDT.  with  the  basest  intentiotus  he  ufferiHl 
tu  give  liiu)  Merab  lo  wifu  ;  ad(Un<r,  be  thou  valiunt  fur  ine, 
and  h>;ht  thu  Lord'A  ImlMfS  :  tor,  said  ho,  Ift  not  miue  hand 
Iw  upi)ii  hiiii^  Init  h't  the  hand  <if  the  Philistinos  bo  upon  him. 
It  fines  not  uppour  t'rum  tbc<  sacrvd  history,  wlH*(her  David 
n*ally  wislird  tu  avoid  or  Co  embrace  this  offi-r,  as  his  answiT 
mnv  b«>  roiisidi'tHH)  either  as  on  pxprc&siun  of  modest  ditfi- 
denr<%  uf  hiii  own  imworthin<^3s,  or  a  di'licutu  refusal  of  a 
fiivour  hfi  did  not  cuvet.  Il  scorns,  howcTer,  tltal  when  the 
period  arrived,  |>prha]»(  n{i«T  soiiie  victory,  or  a  pri'srriljed 
period  of  time,  that  Merah  should  have  been  ^ven  to  Daviil, 
S«il  ga?e  her  unto  Adriel,  the  Meholnthile,  lu  wife  ;  but  we 
an*  not  told  thai  David  ever  shewM  any  resentmeui,  or 
nude  uiy  roniplaint  lu  Saul  u|Km  tliis  subjv-^i. 

SauL.  however,  had  atiuthi-r  diti^tter  named  Mtrhul,  and  it 
■•mid  hIk'  htved  Da\id,  from  which  we  may  presume,  that 
the  altarlitnent  was  mutual ;  ami  to  the  oxtsteuee  of  thai  at- 
^tU'hnii-nt  we  may  pnilKiMy  ascribe  ihe  cautious  answer  David 
^ve  to  Sjud  as  lo  Mend),  and  the  little  anxiety  ho  IkelTaynd 
at  h(T  bctn^  ji^ven  to  another.  Thit>  attachment,  howerer, 
ipiTe  Saul  another  opportunity  of  showing  his  malice  and  en- 
rioo*  npirii  n^aiiist  Da\id,  for  the  thing  pleaseil  him,  in  itie 
bnpr>  thai  hix  daughter  migtil  tx*  a  uiare  tu  David,  and  ihat 
tbn  tuuid  of  the  PliiliHlines  might  be  against  him,  wherefon- 
SmU  aatd  lo  Onvid,  thou  «halt  Ihis  day  Ix'  my  son-in>law.  in 
the  one  of  the  twain. 

By  tlu*  rnnuiiand  of  .Saul,  his  seri'antB  cmnnmned  senrtrtly 
with  David,  ami  naid,  behold,  the  king  balh  delight  in  ihue, 
and  all  his  wrvntiiN  love  ibee  ;  now,  therefore,  ho  the  kin^'H 
•ou-in-lnw.  Still,  however,  David  w;is  eautioUR,  for  he  maifl, 
"  BeeoKlb  it  to  yoti  n  lig^ht  tliimj  to  tw  n  kin^*B  toii-in-law, 
NPein^    that  I   am    a    poor    man,  and   lighllv    eMivmed  .^" 

t:2 


2S 


8Aru 


When  thitt  answer  wus  rHuniml  lu  8aul,  he  de&irtnl  thorn  to  tcU 
David,  that  he  dosiri'd  nut  anv  duwrr  ;  but  an  hundred  fure- 
skins  uf  thi»  Plulis1tii(.>s,  to  be  uvi_-ii;;"'(l  ol"ih«  kin^S  oiicniieA; 
and  that,  in  IIk^  hapc  that  David  would  fall  bv  thoir  hands. 

We  hen>  see  h  inelam-huly  iiistnnco  how  far  a  man,  who 
neglects  God,  and  forsnkcs  his  laws,  iimy  bi<  ^\'mi  up  to  the 
tttmuxt  exti'ut  uf  fiilU,  tut  wir>ll  ns  nf  sin  and  wickoiluess  ;  fur 
it  IB  repeolodly  sutd,  that  Saul  knew  the  Lord  was  wilti 
Dnvid  ;  he  knew,  »!.'«(),  thnt  he  was  himself  rejecteil,  and  that 
the  kingdcmi  wm  dr'Sitinrd  fur  Diiiid  :  and  he  had  tately  seen 
how  sijj^iaDy  the  l^tn\  h»<l  susiahied  and  pniiiy^ted  him :  how 
Uien  could  he  inta^ne  i(  would  be  a  aialler  of  difRcnlty  fur 
him  to  slay  10()  Philistines?  As  soon  as  David  was  assured 
(if  SnuTN  derlaraliun,  it  |>leiUird  him  well,  and  he  and  his  men 
wi-ul  forth  and  kIcw  200  PhiliKiines,  luid  bronchi  iheir  fore- 
skins 10  S:iii],  who  dis^isin^  his  disappointment  and  chagrin, 
\/rnvp  liim  hit*  danghier  Mirhal  for  a  wifi^. 

This  onion,  however,  onlv  ser^'ed  to  inrreaae  the  npprvheit- 
Mons  of  Saul,  so  drop  rooted  was  his  niulipiily  ;  for  he  bc- 
eamc  David's  enemy  continually  ■  hut  the  Philihiineii  lutvjng 
gfone  forth,  Daviil  acled  mon*  wiw'lv  than  all  the  Henaiits  of 
SttuI,  so  that  he  rose  iotn  high  i^liniaiiun. 

The  more,  however,  that  David  pru4p<>re<l,  lite  luorv  he 
became  an  ohjcrt  of  distrust  and  hatred  to  Saul,  who  no  lonf(pr 
uflerit^  lo  cnoreal  IiIh  aiuliie  ;  fur  he  not  only  pnutisiMl  with 
his  Arn'iuiiH  to  di-sln)y  hiin.  but  lnwiiated  nut  to  Iry  to  involve 
his  own  son  Jonalhan,  in  Uii<  dreiidfnl  crime  of  murder.  But 
Jonathan  ileli<*hlfi)  much  in  D^vid,  und  therefore  told  him, 
that  Siiul,  Wit*  foilitT,  sou^hi  to  kill  him,  ami  ltesuiii;hl  him  to 
take  lif^'il  t<i  hiinself  nnlil  the  ttiuming.  And  (u  obidn  ia  a 
smTfi't  place,  and  hid.*  htniM<'if. 

But  the  friendship  of  Jonaihsn  was  Dot  aatistied  with 
ntffely  tciviiig  Dnvid  q  warning; ;  he  prt^ceeded  to  svr^e  him 
nion^  eHlTiiiulU ,  fur  ho  said.  I  wUl  •'u  out  and  itiuid  Uvido 
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my  furher  in  lli#  tield  wliero  ihuu  urt^  und  1  will  romitiunu 
with  my  father  of  thoe,  and  what  I  m*i\  tlinl  will  I  )t>ll  tliee. 
Aw'ordinsly  Junalhan  s]h>kv  ^immI  of  DnviW  imlu  8aiii  bis 
(iitlier,  anci  thus  piithetiralh-  pleaded  fur  liis  friend,  evvn  for 
U]f>  nuui  wliijin  he  knew  vim  tu  Ite  tliR  means  of  (lt>privinjC!;  Iiini 
withe  ntiwn  and  royal  dignity.  *'  Li>t  not  tlie  king  sin  a^iinst 

•ervant,  a^insl  Duvid :  because  he  luith  not  sinned 
ihiw,  and  because  bis  works  have  been  (o  ibeo-wunl 
good  :  for  be  did  pui  his  life  in  \m  hund,  and  slow  the 
Philutinr,  and  the  Lonl  wrmighi  a  gn>al  salvation  for  all 
brael :  thoa  sawTst  it,  and  did  rejoice  :  whererun<  I  hen  will 
ibiKi  tin  i^inxt  inniKX'nl  liluud,  to  slay  Duvid  withr>ui  a 
cnuM  ^  And  Saul  hearkened  unto  (ho  voice  of  Jonalhaii  : 
and  Saul  sware,  om  tbu  Lord  liveth,  lie  shall  nut  Im.>  slain. 
And  Junalhan  CHllcd  David,  and  JiHialhun  uliewod  him  :dl 
Ibocr  ihiogA.  Ami  Jonathan  bnn^ht  Da^id  to  Saul,  and  be 
was  in  hix  presence,  as  in  times  past."* 

It  iirovi-J,  however,  that  ibis  re^-oncilislion  was  either  de- 
rritftil  on  tlie  part  nf  SanI,  or  that  his  envy  of  David  was  mi 
invetcnile.  thai  it  was  liable  to  1k'  rekindled  upon  the  sli^ghtest 
occasiuD  ;  for  a  rri^Kb  war  having  broken  out  with  the  Pbilis- 
tinp««  and  David  having  fought  with,  and  slain  thoni  uith  a 
gTMil  altingliter  ;  the  evil  spirit  caine  again  upon  Saul,  as  be 
wai  hi  hU  bouAP  with  bis  javelin  ui  his  haitd:  and  David,  nol- 
wilhiluiding  bin  former  narrow  eMupes,  once  more  attempted 
lu  rHie»e  lii^  Hovereign's  malady,  by  playinj;;  iH'lur)*  lum  ; 
when  Naut  a^din  iiou;j;bt  to  smile  David  even  to  the  wall  with 
(Im»  javelin  ;  but  David  kllpt  nway  out  of  Saul's  pn'sencc,  and 
(scapeil  that  nit;ht. 

irip    n-pi-atiMl   attempts,   and    us   frequent  eicapes,  had 

im  the  unhappy  monarch  lo  u  state  of  frenzy  ;  so  thai, 
taring  aside  alt  rrsoTTu,  Iw  siml  me«iiu.>n^ers  to  liesfit  David's 
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house,  and  in  slay  hini  in  the  momin^ ;  front  which  new 
danger  he  was  delivered  by  his  wifeMicfaal  letting  him  down 
throu^  a  window  during  the  night ;  and  in  order  to  afford 
sufficient  time  for  his  escape,  she  pretended  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed  with  illness,  in  which  she  placed  an  image  to 
represent  himt*  Saul  having  remonstrated  with  his  dau^ter 
for  allowing  his  enemy,  as  he  chose  to  call  David,  to  escape, 
Michal  alleged  (what  no  doubt  was  quite  false)  that  David 
had  threatened  to  kill  her. 

David's  first  step  was  to  flee  to  Samuel  in  Ramah,  and 
tell  him  all  that  Saul  bad  done,  and,  no  doubt  to  ask  his 
counsel  and  guidance ;  and  he  and  Samuel  dwelt  in  Naiotii. 
As  soon  as  Saul  had  discovered  the  retreat  of  David,  being 
now  determined  to  effect  his  puipos^rJie  sent  messengers  to 
'  iappiehend  him ;  and  although  we  are  sure  that  all  the 
previous  deliverances  of  David  had  been  provided  by  a 
faithful  God,  yet  that  tiod  now  chose  to  honour  his  servant 
by  a  still  more  signal  and  marked  interference  on  his  behalf. 
For  when  the  messengers  of  murder  made  their  appearance  at 
Naiotb,  they  found  a  company  of  prophets  in  the  act  of 
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thui  day,  tod  all  tiiat  niglii.  And  Utc  cimimstanoo  gave  nsm 
lu  a  pruvi-rb  in  lonel,   **  is  Saul  aluu  aiiiung  thu  proplieta  .'"* 

Whiroinntit  ID  iLis  ivladun  discover  Uiu  furbeiuiap;  mercy 
4*f  tiud?  AiU.-r  such  dptcnninud  cDiitiiiiipt  of  the  intentinns 
of  Cfod>  •»  plainly  iiitimalt^  by  hi»  conthict,  u>  Saul's  mm- 
•BBgew;  who  would  it>j(  have  cxpwrlf^d  that  the  repetiliun  uf 
the  hvnill  l4)  the  iitti-ndt-d  Mujesly  of  Ht'avnn  would  havo 
rallrd  forth  ihf  ulini^hiy  vengvanrc ;  Jind  iuslcad  of  seeing  tho 
wjt-kcd  aiid  murdiTutLH  mgo  u(  the  impions  monarch  moMy 
ni'iilnUizi'fl,  and  himself  compelled  itnly  tu  hiy  oo  the  p*uund 
and  pmphMVf  diKiinnud  and  hL^plf-ss,  wi>  might  havi*  anti- 
npRto^l  liiut  ho  would  havi.^  iMt^ii  «inM-k  In  the  parth  hy  tho 
thuml'TlHiIti  uf  divine  vcngcunit?. 

Su  cvrliiii  also  ii«  the  security  of  those  nhn  place  their  tniai 
uiuli^  tbp  wiuupt  of  the  Lord  (iod  u(  Israel.f  If  an  Elislia  is 
porfutvl  by  the  trocrps  of  a  wicked  Ahab,  the  Lord  will  inter- 
puttt'  hunnt  aiid  chariots  of  fin*  for  hit  preserviitiiio  ;^  and  if 
tb<>  lifv  lit  Dnvkl  Ih  wm^ht  hv  the  mnnlcrouM  and  dpvoml 
r|^nl«  Saul  hinitt^f  and  hia  iL-wa^Minsshall^  In  order  to  prt'-MTtu 
ved's  chown  wniinr,  U-  reiuKT^l  physically  incapahle  of 
»cc'.«nptifthin{;  their  sanguiuary  purpow  \ 

AftiT  thiit  miraculous  di'ltvi'ranci',  D:tvid  fl«*<|  fwan  Naioth, 
cimu*  to  Joiiulhan,  palhi^tically  oDquiriiig,  in  (he  antJ^iii*h 
at  hia  auiU,  what  Imve  I  dunp  ?  wluit  is  mine  ini(]uily  ?  and 
wdaU  ia  my  aiii  hcforn  thy  father,  thai  ho  seo-keth  my  life  ? 
JomdlMui  aamvd  him  of  hia  protection,  and  the  noxt  day, 
lit-ins  thr  (haat  of  ihfi  new  mtHm.ti  when  David,  from  his 
uffirt>,  might  h)  9ii  at  meat  with  the  kin^r,  thpy  a^-ed  lIuU  he 
ihMiLl  afaactit  hmtHi'lf,  under  pretence  of  atlendinfp  a  yearly 
■amiiro  foe  all  hia  flMidlv  in  Belhlrhem.     And  it  was  settled 
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between  itiuiii,  that  if  Sniil  <li<i  not  iliscuver  iingcr  ui  lUe 
alisence  of  David,  Jonathan  shuuld  shoot  souic  arrows  beside 
ihe  8ti>nt?  Ezi'l ;  andifhf  jfave  din-i-tioi^ofouc*  drsrriptioti 
to  a  lad  who  was  to  bi>  waiting-,  David  wa»  to  umlvrxtand  that 
Saul  hud  no  evil  purpose  against  him  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
ifSnul  (rxhil)it«t  dis;ip|]uiiilnieiit  und  paJMiun,  Junathan  vas 
lu  ;pve  dilfc'n-n(  diriTiiuns,  so  that  David  might  know  that 
Saul  had  detcrtntnoil  iiiHin  his  destnicliuii.* 

The  tidelily  and  aiTtrciion  of  Jonathan  to   David,  is  the 

Bure  amiable  und  airi-ctiug*,  aa  it  in  manifnst  he  wiis  wi>ll 

aware  of  the  cons4K(uence  of  his  friend's  fiilurt*  rxiOtaliun ; 

.for  he  said  to  him,  '*  O  Lonl   fiod  of  Isnu.*!,  wlien  I  havp 

oundod  my  fatlier,  about  lo-murruw  any  time,  or  iJh!  third 

"■day,  and  behold,  if  there  lie  gtK>d  lowanl  David,  and  I  ihrn 

wnd  not  unto  lhe<',  and  shew  tl  thee;  Ihe  Lord  do  so  nnd 

miirh  more  to  Jonathan  :  hut  if  it  pleaat-  my  tatlier  tu  du  tlice 

evil,  titen  1  will  shew  it  th(*t',  and  ro-nd  lhiH>  away,  that  thnu 

nmyest  •io  in  fK^ace  :  and  the  Lonl  tu'  with  thee,  as  he  haih 

Ijeeu  with  my  lather.     And  thuu  iittidt  not  only,  white  _\el  1 

live,  shew  mo  the  kindne^  of  the  Lord,  thjit  I  liie  nut ;  but 

also  tbou  shalt  nut  cut  off  thy  kindness  from  my  bouco  for 

^Bver:    no,  nut  when  the  Lord  hath  cut  off  the  onomies  of 

^■liivid,  ever}-  one  from  Ihe  face  of  the  earth.     So  Jonatlwu 

^^Itt^i*  '^  fuvrnnnt  with  the  house  of  David,  saying,  let  the 

^*lord  even  ret^uin.-  it  at  the  hand  of  David's  onrmtos.     Aim) 

Jonathan  (-uu.s«hI   David   to   ftwear  a;?ain,  bM-auiK!!  he   lutMl 

him :  fur  he  loved  him  im  h)<  1om>iI  Iua  own  soul/'f 

On  the  fint  day  of  Duiid's  ab<u*nri',  Saul  Kuiothnrcd  hi« 

rn*l  purpiMK' ;  hut  on  rhe  STund  itav,  when  he  found  fntui 

Ivnatbun  that  he  had  ^vm  Da^iil  lenvt'  to  ^  to  Ileihlehrm, 

ruuld    no  |on;^-r  fonceal  hiit  inteuliout,,  or  rt<stra)u  hiv 

jiolctiee;  but  thnu  reproui'h*Hi  Jonathan.  "  thou  hob  of  the 
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rcbellioiui   woni:ui.  i)o  not   t   know  ilmt  ttiuii  hiiKt 
IIk'   Hun    uf  Jt-asi!  u»  tliine  own  cunrusitin,  uikI  unto 
the  runfiuion  uf  tby  niuthi<r'8  naktMiness  ?     For  as  lun^  «|  I 
the  son  of  Jense  liveth  upon  the  ground,  thou  shall  nut  bej 
(ssUbtisbed,    nor    Ihy    kin-;ilnin.     WbercfiiPe   n'>w  semi  and  ' 
fetch    hiiu  imto  ini%  fur  In;  hhall  surt-ly  Hie.     Amljnnuihan 
uis«-ered   Sunt    hia    fitttiL'r*   and  said  unio  hint,  uhi-rofuro 
abaH  be  bo  alain  ?     Whal  hath  hi>  done  ?     And  i^aul  L-ast  a  i 
rlin    nr  him,   tii  smit?  him.     So  Jonathan  aruw  from  tho  j 
ill  firrrp  ant^r,  nnd  did  eM  no  inrat  the  second  duv  J 
of  the  month,  for  he  was  grieved  for  David."* 

Jooftthiui  havin;;  rominuni fated  with  David,  according  taj 
lbs  ■Jgftnl  agTvcKl  npoti,  thpy  met  at  an  appointLsl  place,  and  ' 
look  m  tSictionatc  fan>H'f11  of  each  othi'r;  for  David  arode 
uot  of  a  jitano  tuwanl  the  sooth,  and  fi.>ll  on  his  face  to  the 
gitmOfA,  and  bowi^  himself  three  limes :  and  they  kissed  one 
and  wppt  one  with  another,  until  David  eiceededij 
Junatlian  said  to  Davi<l,  go  in  pitacc,  foiusmuch  as  w«  ' 
bftTci  awom  both  of  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying*,  the 
i  fa*  betwi?tii  nte  and  thee,  and  between  my  deed  and  thy 
far  ever.     And  lu'  aro^r  and  departed,  and  Jonathan 
watt  iutn  ihn  rity.f 

Dairid  procetnled  to  Nob,  a  city  of  Benjamin,  and  being 
in  want  of  [iptTiNinn,and,  by  a  falsehood,  concealing' from 
Ahiwlrch  thai  )ir  had  fliii  fnim  Snul,  nbtaincd  some  of  the 
ilt-d  bread  I'rutrt  thiit  priest;  and  also  the  sword  of 
,  which  waa  Iai4l  up  there  in  a  cloth  behind  the  I'phod. 
I  EdoBiUc,  and  chief  herdsman  to  Saul,  was  at  Nub, 
when  iho  above  Ifanmciitm  took  place,  and  David,  probably 
■ftaM  ha  woald  bt>tray  liini,  fled  to  Achiali,  Kine:  uf  Gaih  ; 
t  the  people  of  that  riiy  eveluuned,  "  in  ni>t  ibis  David,  th» 
;  of  the  land  ?  Did  they  not  sin^  one  lo  another  of  liiiii  in 
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dances,  gaymg,  Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David 
his  ten  thousands  ?"  David,  therefore,  laid  these  words  to 
heart,  and  no  doubt  interpreted  them  as  expressive  of  jealousy 
and  apprehension  as  to  his  probable  future  greatness ;  and 
therefore  to  secure  himself  from  violence,  he  feigned  madness, 
and  was  permitted  to  escape  to  the  cave  of  AduUam ;  where, 
when  his  brethim  and  all  his  father's  house  heard  it,  they 
went  down  to  visit  him.  And  every  one  that  was  in  distress, 
and  every  one  that  was  in  debt,  and  every  one  that  was 
discontented,  gathered  themselves  unto  him ;  and  he  became 
a  captain  over  than ;  and  there  were  with  him  about  foar 
hundred  men.* 

We  are  not  however  to  suppose  that  none  came  to  him  but 
those  of  refuse  character ;  for  we  are  ailerwards  informed, 
that  amongst  others  who  joined  him,  at  this  time,  were 
Jashobeam,  the  Hachmonite,  who  slew  three  hundred  with 
his  spear  at  one  time ;  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Dodo,  the  Ahobite, 
who  defied  and  smote  the  Philistines  at  Pasdammim,  till  his 
hand  clave  to  the  sword,  afler  the  Israelites  had  all  fled ; 
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m.  whtrh  the  Philistines  ihi'D  hfld  by  a  gum^un;*  itnd 

r  umcuircb  i-xcloiiiKHl,  Ob.  thul  one  would  give  tlriuk  of  (lio 
wAWruf  ibi*  well  uf  I)elld<'lit>iti,  lh:it  is  at  lli«*  srMc[     And  llio 
ihitH*  brdiL*   Ibmu-;!!  the  host  uf  tim  Pbltuliiips.  anil  drew 
Mat^r  of  ihi-  »fU  of  Uethlfheni,  that  was  by  the  gair,  iiiid 
il,  nod  br()ii;;lil  it  to  David :   but  Da\id  wuuld  net  drink 
tb.  but  iKMirt'd  it  out  to  the  -Lonl.   Aud  said,  niy  God  furbid  . 
it  roe.  thni  I  should  do  Ibis  thing :  shdll  1  drink  ihi^  hluod  iif  I 
tbcao  mm  iImii  bavL»  put  itifir  lives  in  jropsinly  ?  fur  wiih  ibo  ' 
jeopardy  «l*  iliuir  llvt-s  tliey  broa*;ht  i(.     Tliereforp  he  would  ' 
npt  drink  it.     Thcw.*  lliiogs  did  ihMic  three  mightiest. f 

It  M-uuld  sroni  that  iht>  von^unce  of  Snul  had  dnvon  iha  ■ 

nUiile  of  David's  6iuitly  tu  lake  rt'fui^p,  und  bcrnmr  wniidprers ' 

ii^ilh  him  ;   for  having  procc^nl  to  Mizpi'h  uf  Monb.  be  c*n- 

filBu(><d  tlu)  king  tu  nrfoiie  liitt  fatliiT  9i)d  iiiuther  unilcr  his 

pnrlfttinn,  unlit  th<>  proviclrnn;  uf  Gttd  should  (ithprwiiie  pni- 

U'itb  Ihiij  rvquL>(it  Ihnl  tiiouarcb  readily  cumpHcd,  while 

Iv^id  rufuaiiicti  iu  llic  buM.t 

At  tbi«  liiuc,  alfio,  u:»dio  uf  ibr*  Gitdil>>«t  i«i-parati>d  ihcni&elviv 
uulo  Du^id,  iiilu  iIr*  h(dd  tu  tbL>  wildomeffi,  men  of  niighl, 
ujid  lum  uf  war  til  for  the  battle,  that  could  baiidli-  shirlil  and  1 
borkirr,  whos«'  (atvs  wrre  lik*.*  ttie  Cues  of  liunn,  aiirl  wi-rv  ivi  | 
•wlA  OS  Ihr  rued  upon  the  m(>antauift.|i  Th*-^  wt<rc  of  ibn 
Miiui  uf  Gad,  <^ptaiiui  of  ibo  host :  one  of  the  least  was  avor 
«a  hunilntl.  and  Uii*  gn^atest  oxfT  a  thousand.  Th(>s*'  an- 
titty  llal  wuDt  ovrr  Jordiui  in  tho  first  numth,  vvhi-n  il  bud 
ov(.-r11ow'n  ail  bis  banks;  and  they  put  to  fltKbt  all  ibom  uf 
the  \alk*v«i  butb  luward  the  east  and  toward  the  wcat.  Aud 
ihiat  nunc  of  the  Children  uf  Bcnjuuiia  and  judab  to  the 
faiild  tmlo  David.  And  David  wi-nl  uut  to  inn  I  ilu?iu,  arwt 
uuwt'f  imI  aud  said  unto  them,  if  yi  bo  cunie  pi-nrcnbly  uiitn 
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mp  to  hHp  mo,  mine  heart  shall  ho  kiiil  nnto  rnu  :  but  if  ye 
Ik*  come  to  betray  me  to  mine  enpinii-s,  stHMnfj  then*  is  no 
WTonp  in  mine  hands  thi?  GimI  of  our  fjtthors  look  thereon, 
and  rnbukc  it.  Then  the  spirit  <-anie  upon  Amasai,  who  wms 
rhief  of  the  ntpiaiiis,  hiu)  hu  said,  ihtiic  are  wt%  Ilavid,  and 
on  thy  side,  thou  son  t)f  Jesse :  peace,  peace  }ye  unto  thee, 
^uid  peace  tu  ihine  belpvrs  ;  fur  thy  Gud  helpt^h  Ihti'.  Then 
Duvid  received  them,  and  wade  iheiu  captains  of  l1 
Imul* 

Whatever  this  place  of  sectirity  wan,  God  did  not  intend  hii 
itervant  shuutd  reniuiii  there,  fur  the  pniphei  Gud  nAiti  lo  hiu,' 
"  iiliide  not  in  the  hold,  de|Kirt,  iiutt  gel  tJiee  iutu  the  Iniid 
JuduU  :**  aud  this,  uu  doubt,  wits  cliieBy  that  David  mi^ 
be  ut  itaiid,  and  iu  the  iiitdHt  of  hiH  l)rellinMi,  n'utly  to 
possession  of  tht*  kiiigiloin  when  the  appuiutui  duy&  uf  8aii 
sbuuU)  arrive. 

David  therefore  departed,  aud  ruiiie  into  the  forest  uf  H; 
rclh,  and  as  soon  as  Saul,  who  then  hUkIo  in  Gil>«>ati,  under  kI 
lrv<e  in  Kuiiudi,  having  his  ti|M>ar  in  his  hand.f  and  all  liis  ser< 
rauls  standing  about  him,  discovered  where  David  wa«  ;    be 
ftatd  unt<»  his  servants,  "  Hear  now,  ye  Benjanittes  ;  will  the 
Sim  of  Jetuv  f^ive  every  one  of  von  fields  aitd  vtiicvurds,  and 
make  yuu  ^H  eaplaiiuj  of  tbuusaiitU,  and  mptaina  of  hun- 
dreds ;  that  all  of  you  have  cvnspired  a^unst  nw,'  and  thciej 
it   noiie  thiit  sheweth  me  that  niy  Kon  hiilh  uindu  a  league' 
with  lhi>  son  of  Josfu;  and  there  is  none  of  vou  that  issony 
for  me,  or  ahewcth  imto  me  that  my  son  hiiih  stirred  up  my 
tervant  against  me,  Iu  lie  in  wait  m  nt  thi^  d:iy  ?"*     With 
a  Tiow  to  ihgmtialo  himftelf  wtih  the  infiiriati^  monarrh.  Doeg^ 
ibe  Edoniite,  replied  in  ihis  addri'vt,  by  rommuuicating  t 
iiMeniew  between  David  aitd  Ahimeleth,  which  socniagi- 
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Wm,  that  he  sent  for  the  latter,  anil  all  the  house  of  his  fath(T, 
Ahiiubp  and  all  the  priests  of  Nub  :  when  he  thus  a[)dres84Hl 
ibeiD  :  '*  Why  have  ye  conspirecl  against  me,  ihou  and  the  Him 
of  Jcnpf  in  that  thou  lia^t  given  him  bread,  and  a  sword,  and 
llBst  inquired  of  Gut)  fur  him,  that  he  should  riseagainHt  me, 
tu  lie  in  wait  as  at  this  da^  ?'*  Then  Ahimclech  answered  the 
lui^,  and  said  ;  "  and  who  la  so  ^ithful  omon^  all  thy  senantK 
aa  Datid,  uhich  U  the  k.in^*s  smi-in-law,  and  f^^oeth  ut  thy 
hi<Uin§r,  and  is  honunrable  in  thine  hutue  ?  Did  I  then  be- 
gui  lo  UW|uire  of  God  fur  him  ?  be  it  fiir  from  mc  :  let  not 
Ibe  lung  impvte  ony  thing  unlu  hi»  nervanl,  nor  to  all  the 
of  my  lather  ;  for  thy  servant  knew  nuthin;^  of  all  this, 
or  more."  And  the  king  t>aid,  thuu  shalt  surely  die,  Ahi- 
melech,  thou  and  all  thy  father's  house.  And  (he  king  said 
unfu  the  footmen  that  stood  nbuul  htmftum.and  slay  the  priesits 
uf  Jehuvah  :  because  their  hand  also  is  with  David.  an<l  be- 
CSOH!  tliey  knew  when  he  fled,  and  did  not  shew  it  mc.  But 
the  aemnts  of  the  kin^  would  nut  put  furth  their  bund  to  fall 
upon  Ihc  priettis  uf  Jchurah.  And  the  kin^  said  l<i  Doi^, 
tarn  tboa,  and  liill  upon  the  prie^tti.  And  Doe^  the  Edomite 
tiiniMl,  and  he  fell  upon  the  priests,  and  Hlew,  on  that  Any, 
fiwr  amyv  and  five  penons  that  did  wear  n  linen  ephnd.  And 
Nob,  the  rity  uf  llie  priests,  sniole  he  with  the  edyv  u(  ihc 
fword*  buth  men  and  wtjnicn,  children  and  surklin^,  and 
oxen,  and  nAsi.>3,  and  tihoep,  wilh  the  edge  of  iho  sword.  And 
one  of  the  hoob  of  Ahtmelerh.  the  sun  of  Atiilub,  named  Abi- 
atlttr,  e«ca|)ed,  and  fleil  ufler  David.  And  Abiathar  shewed 
David  (hat  Kaul  had  slain  the  priests  of  Jehovah.  And  Pavid 
mid  unlo  Abiathar,  I  knew  it  that  day,  when  Dueg^,  lh« 
Bdonrite,  wiu  there,  that  he  wouhl  surely  tell  Saul:  I  hare 
uecasionrtl  the  death  of  all  the  persons  uf  ihy  falhiT'*)*  house. 
Abide  thuu  with  me,  fear  not :  fur  ho  thai  Keeketb  my  life, 
aeekelh  thy  life:    but  with  rae  thou  nlialt  be  in  safeguanL*^ 
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The  PhilistinM  having  approached  the  Citr  of  Ko'ilab,  in 
Jodah,*  and  robbed  tb^ir  thresliinp;  tioori,  Daf-id  inqoired  of 
Jtfbovali  whfihpr  he  nhoutd  go  and  aniite  thimi,  and  ror^Imd 
a  command  toduso;  biii  hU  cuiiipaniiins  hnviiig'  evpressM 
|«ir  and  apprehension  at  mronntnring^  a  Philistine  annj  with 
aoamall  a  rniniher,  David  repeated  hts  enquiry  of  Jehorah, 
whou  he  rondoaoftuded  to  answer  y<^  more  distiDCtly,  **  ariw, 
git  down  tu  Kolah;  ior  I  will  delirer  ihi.'  Philktinea  into 
ibine  hand,  ^o  David  and  his  men  went  to  Krilah,  and 
Ibn^t  with  the  Phiiiatinos,  and  brought  away  their  caltie, 
and  aMHe  thnn  with  a  ^-at  slaughter.  So  l>a>id  avrd  the 
tnhabitantj  of  Keilah."t 

Wo  raonol  pa«?  over  this  portion  of  the  nairalrve  withmil 
Teoiarking^  how  important  it  is  t<Fseek  for  the  dirine  direction 
in  overy  Irausadtun  of  life.  In  the  afiuir  at  Nnb,  Dftrid 
tniitttud  lo  adopt  tbi&  whtiU*stwne  [iroredure,  and  coMeqwnlly 
t'eil  into  sin,  and  Atvw  aimn  hiniKcIf  aod  lite  inhabttuntt  of  j 
that  city  ntony  pdinfid  events;  whereas,  now  ihnt  he  applied 
to  JuJiovah  fur  :joidanro,  he  sucreedrd  idmost  miracnlotedy, 
uimI  the  whotu  ntalt'^r  pnirtx-dect  wtisfactDrny. 

As  «uon  33  i^Bul  beard  that  I  avid  had  entered  into  K«l«h» ' 
a  fiuicud  city,  lie  vainly  imagined  ho wtusecare  of  bia  prey; 
Uid  tlUkt  be  could  caaily   enromjuus  bini  with   hia  army,  H 
idtboog^  be  bad  m  rcrenllyt  had  sucit  striking'  v\  i<loncv>  bow  ^1 
little  his  aitldiera  were  lo  be  depended  apun ;  and  hod  seen 
bow  n^pMlly  God  had  intoHered  for  the  protmiioa  of  Ma 

OMMM  MfWlt,  ^^ 

David,  aware  ihnt  SahI  ihu  terretly  prttcti-dng^  niitchief  fl 
aKainxt  him,  diretle<l  Abiath.ir,  the  Prieitl,  to  KrinR  the  ephod ;  ^^ 
■  nd  *ai«i,  O  Jcho>-ah,OiKl  of  Israel,  thy  nervant  bath  wrtntnhr 
hettnl  ihoi  Sniil  seokHh  to  ri>mr  tn  Kcihh,  to  destroy  lh<>  rily  ^M 
far  my  aake.  Will  the  men  of  Keibh  drlirer  nie  up  into  hli  H 
hand  ?    will  Saul  runte  down,  bb  ih}'  N>rvnnt  halb  beard  ?    O 
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JefaoTah,  God  of  Israel,  I  bcaeech  tbec  (ell  thy  Honiint.     And 
Jobovah  Mid,  h<-  ivill  rotnedvwn.  Then  eaid  Uavid,  will  ihftj 
men  of  K<*ilnh  deliver  nie  and  my  men  into  the  hand  of  Saul  ^| 
And  Johuvatj  sni*!,  they  will  deliv(;r  tht>>*  up.* 

l'|ion  rvrnviii[r  this  auswer,  David  withdrew  fniiii  Kfilahj 
irilli  his  companinits,  who  had  now  mrrea»r>d  to  itto  luimbvf  1 
of  600*  aisd  "^  went  whilkcnuoTcr  they  could  j^o ;"  ihat  Ut' 
waoderpd  firuni  yhca  to  place,  uncertain  wliere  tu  fix  iheir 
habiUlion.     Thoy  fiD>l  abodes  in  the  Hlron^  holrls  of  a  moun- 
teiu,  iu  ihi!  witdt*ni4^s  of  Ziph  ;  and  ^'aul  iiunjiunl  him  trum 
diy  to  day,  hiil  God  protected  him. 

It  waa  whilst  Dav-id  remained  conreolucl  in  a  uutxi  in  ihc 
wUdaiW«of  Ziph,  tliat  Jonatlian  came  to  visit  biin,and  wIimii 
tkH'lr  lakl  intcrvii'w  look  place.  And  wlwt  was  the  emuid  of 
ihia  £uLiiiuJ  and  affectionate  friend?  He  went  In  Dai  id  in 
the  wood,  and  itren^bcned  his  hand  in  God.  And  he  said 
unto  biro,  fear  nu(,  fur  thi-  hand  orS.iui,  my  father,  shall  not  Hnd 
thrr:  aiHl  iliou  »)iall  l>e  kiiig  ovur  Israel,  and  I  shall  be  next 
uutu  ihw  ;  and  thai  al^  Saul  my  &ther  knowcth.  Atui  they 
two  Buda  a  c«>tenuiil  )>efure  Jehovah  :  and  David  abode  tn 
tfaft  wood,  and  Jonalhau  went  to  liis  bouse.f 

The  next  deliverance  whieb  David  experi«ncod,  was  fn>m 
tbe  tieadwiy  of  tho  ZiphitoH,  who  gave  information  to  Siuil, 
ibel  David  was  in  ibc  huldii  of  llie  wood,  in  the  hill  of  Haehi- 
hh,  which  i»  ou  Hie  aoulh  of  Je^diifnuii ;  and  oih-nKl  Iu  Uy 
BWilniTfi  fur  liini.  The  niiM'rabte  mnnnreh  readily  em- 
1  lh«ir  ittftT,  and  aent  the  j&iphilt^  iM'fiire  him,  declAiiog, 
rtal  be  would  M-arth  Out  id  lhn)ii^hotil  all  the  thousandi  of 
Judab.  David  having  received  infurmuliuu  ot'  Snurs  ap- 
proarb,  ouite  down  into  o  rock,  and  abode  in  the  wildfrmratt 
of  Maon  :  and  whilxl  Saul  and  his  men  approached  towards 
one  nde  of  the  mountain,  Oavid  and  hiK  men  kept  on  the 
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Other  side,  waiting'  fur  i  favourable  opportunity  lo  eac^w^ 
(u  Saul  and  lii^  party  coin|>assed  David  and  his  purty  round 
alMut  to  take  tlicm. 

Here  again  Ills  aervant's  extremity  was  God's  opportunity; 
for  just  at  tlip  moinL-nt  whi^n  wn  may  suppoM>  David's  fattJi 
wiiK  at  the  liii;hr>st  I'xerciae,  a  messenger  camr*  to  S'aul,  saying,  S 
haste  tliee,  ;uid  come;  for  the  Philistines  have  invaded  tlw  V 
Uml.  ii-'aul,  therefore,  iiiiinediately  abandoned  his  parsuil  of 
David,  and  went  after  the  Philislines ;  whmice  they  railed 
that  place  Sela-hanmiah-lt-koth.  And  Davtd  went  up  from 
tbence,  and  dwelt  in  strong;  holds  at  En^^di.* 

Intent  on  the  accomplishment  of  his  wicked  and  nitirderous 
purpose,  as  soon  as  ever  Saul  had  driven  bark  rho  Philistines, 
he  resumed  his  operations  against  David,  with  even  more 
detennined  malice  ;  fur  he  took  3000  chosen  men,  and  wpnt 
after  David,  upon  the  rocks  of  the  wild  goat8  in  the  wilderness 
of  En^edi.  And  as  he  passed  by  some  sh(>ep  coles,  there  wu; 
a  ravet  iuto  which  Saul  entered,  a^  il  would  Bcem,  alone,  and 
prolKiMy  to  ntfresh  himself,  nnd  take  a  short  sleep,  whJiM  htH 
nipu  wpa»  tr:iver«iog'  the  wiWemess  in  search  of  Daiid ;  for  so 
probably  the  expression  of  covering  his  feet;^  should  beunder- 
ilomlf  although  another  idea  has  been  occasionally  supposed. 

God  had  n>  provided,  that  in  the  8id4*)(  of  this  cave, 
Davifl  and  his  amieil  band  were  at  that  very  time  acttially 
rnnrealed;  and  ilii\v  were  not  a  little  rejoiced  to  see  him, 
who  had  been  so  lung  thirsting  for  Ihe  blood  of  their  master, 
ihiM  providentially  plarwl  in  th»!ir  pmer,  simI  exriaimrd, 
"iM'hotd,  Ihe  day  of  which  Ji-hovah  tuiid  unin  ihee,  behnid,  I 
will  deliver  thine  cucmy  into  thine  hand,  that  thou  mayest  do 
to  him  lu  it  shall  seem  good  onto  thee."     But  not  sn  Darid : 


*  IHsm.  xxlli.t9. 

*  fluoli  a  esv«,  and  of  ample  dlnntatons,  was  teeo  by  Pocoek.   Ad. 

Clarke. 

;  Judfet.  Ul.  »i.    Jtsth,  111.  7. 


for  movokg  castMosly  out  nf  his  liiHin?  placo,  vhilst  Snnl  no 
doubt  WM  aihpp,  heprivtlycufnfrtlu>skirl  of  thoKiug'snibf*. 
tBnder  «u  David's  coni>r-ienre  of  otTering  any  'tis-  I 
tovrtnh  ibe  peraoD  of  the  anointed  of  Jehovah,  that  his 
heut  ianne^ately  nnute  liim,  even  for  thin  trivial  and  well-  I 
niflant  Acl ;  and  he  ^aid  uiilo  his  men,  Jvhuvali  forbid  that  I 
■hosld  do  this  ttiiug  unto  my  iiiastcT,  tttt'  oiioitif eri  of  Jehuvah^  to 
JttrMch  forth  mine  hand  aptiDst  bim,  seeing'  be  is  tbe  anointf^  1 
of  the  Lord.    So  David  stayed  Mia  wrrania  with  these  words,  ] 
and  niJff*rt^  them  not  to  riso  agaimt  Saul.* 

CoinriiHu  of  the  rertitudc  of  his  own  itit^nlions,  blron^  ia^ 
fiulh  upoa  lliv  pniniiara  und  protif-lion  of  his  God,  ahd  in  iba  | 
hii|ie  that,  by  Ihi*  inrideut,  he  tniglit  bn  aid**  to  ronvinrp  the 
JodpMalandKiDen  the  malice  of  Saul ;  instead  of  flying  from  , 
hii  pnvnooe  as  fonnerly,  David  followeil  him  immediately  out 
nftbe  dvp^aod,  with  the  ulmcHt  homilily  and  rovcroiicc,  and  j 
bnwing  bis  &celolhe  earth,  he  thus  addn>ssed  hira*  "My  lord-1 
the   kia^!     wbcrefon>    hearest  ihou  men's  words,  saying,] 
bohold,  David  aeeketh  thy  hurt  ?    Behold,  this  day  thine  eye 
^^Mrfl  KiSt  bow  llial  Jehovah  bath  delivered  tbtx-  tu-day  into^ 
^^^Be  baiud  iu  tbe  cave :    and  icme  bado  ue  kill  thee :    but  I 
^^^ka  ryv  Npared  thee:  and  I  said,  I  M-ill  not  ptit  forth  mina 
^Vfeid  against  my  loni ;  fur   lie  in  tbe  anoiuied  of  Jobovalk 
NtCMver,  my  fittbcr,  ora,  yea,  aee  the  akirt  of  thy  robe  iii  ray 
haad:   for  in  that  I  cut  off  the  skirt  of  thy  nilM',  and  killed! 
tbm  pot,  know  ibou  and  see  lli»i  tttere  Ia  neither  evil  nori 
tfUgwion  in  mine  hand,  and  I  Iiqvr  not  sinned  ag;ain8t| 
dnv;  je<  thou  huntcjU  my  soid  to  lake  it.       Jehovah  ju<l(cej 
IntWMV)  me  and  th«»,  and  Jt'hovnh  avenge  me  of  thee  ;  bul^ 
mine  band  sliall  not  l»e  upon  thee.     Aa  sailb  the  proverb  uf 
lb«  ftacif^la,  wieke«lness  proceeilelb  from  the  wickeil :    htA 
nitiM  band  shall  not  be  upon  ibee.     Afler  vrborn  is  the  Kiriff 
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of  IsranI  conie  out?  after  uhiim  dost  thou  pursue-^  afler  « 
dead  dog,  after  a  flea.  Jehorah,  therrforc,  be  judge,  ami 
jadg«  between  me  and  thee,  and  see  and  plead  my  cau^,  atid 
doUrcr  roe  out  of  thine  hand.**  And  it  came  to  pa&s,  when 
David  hud  made  aii  end  of  speaking  these  words  unto  Saul, 
that  Saul  said,  is  this  thy  vuice.  my  sou  David?  And  Saul 
lifted  up  his  voice,  and  wept.  And  be  said  to  Dand,  thou 
art  more  rif^hteous  than  1 ;  for  thou  hast  rewarded  me  good, 
whereas  I  have  rowanled  thee  evil.  And  thou  hast  shewed 
this  day  how  that  thou  hast  dealt  well  with  me:  forasmuch 
asnhen  Jehovidi  had  delivered  me  into  thine  hand,  thou 
IvUlcdst  me  not.  For  if  a  mati  find  his  enemy,  will  be  Int 
him  go  well  awa^-  ?  Wherefore  Jeborah  toward  thee  good, 
for  that  thou  hajit  done  unto  me  this  day.  And  now,  behold 
I  know  well  tlial  thou  shaU  surely  he  king,  and  that  the  kin;;- 
dom  of  Israel  shall  be  established  in  thine  hand.  Swear  now, 
Uwrefore,  unto  me  by  Jehovah,  that  lliou  wilt  not  cut  off*  mj 
48ikI  aflur  me,  and  ttiut  ihou  wilt  nut  destroy  mj'  name  out  of 
my  father's  house.     And  David  tiware  unto  Saul.* 

Saul  bud  all  along  professt^d,  that  the  motive  for  hia 
cruel  persecution  of  David,  was  the  convirlion  thai  David  had 
a  serrut  purpose  to  lake  away  hU  lif**;  and  he  urffe<l  thtH 
an  the  jiiiililiraliun  of  his  conduct,  both  to  the  Benjamitrs 
and  to  Abimclecb  :t  it  was  therefore  with  peculiar  propri«'tf 
that  (iod  so  onlained,  as  that  David  might  not  only  have  an 
opportunity  of  rescuing  Ins  rhararler  from  this  n-proadi 
ill  the  sight  of  all  Ixroel  ;  but  also  of  convincing  Saul 
himself,  if  he  really  entertained  any  snch  approhemtun,  thai 
David  bad  no  evil  purpose  towards  him  or  his  family.  It 
miglil  have  been  exported  t<»o,  that  this  procedure  of  David, 
and  HKpecially  after  such  declarulions  as  Saul  made,  and  the 
apiiarent  fueling  which  he  exhibited,  would  have  induce<l  him 
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nsXorc  David  tohtx  miifidence,  and  have  prP.9^Tve(l  him  from 
if  further  maticioos  attempts;  but  iitihap|iily,  wc  shall  find 
ihe  sequel,  that  this  was  not  th<>  rase ;  and  this,  it  would 
David  was  well  aware  of,  for  notwithslauding  tlieappa- 
reot  fvconciliation,  and  not  intending  to  place  any  coufi- 
dance  iu  Saul,  be  not  only  did  ont  ask  for  any  recipnx-al 
pledge  of  amity  and  ^xid  will,  hut  iinmediutely  aDer  the 
ooDfcreorc.  he  and  his  men  reirt'ated  aguin  into  Iheir  hold.* 

Acroriling  to  the  saerwl  writifr,  it  »:i»  mum  after  this  in- i 
torriew  (hut  ihe  prophet  ^^aIDueI  died,  when  all  the  l^raelitGai 
wer«  gathered  l<^*thor,  and  latnented  him,  and  Iniried  him 
in  his  boose  at  Kamah  :    immediately  after  whirh  David 
■roM!,  probably  thinking  that  now  the  holy  pra^Jiet  waidcad, 
Suul   «i>utd   priM ced  tu  greater  viulence  than  before,  and. 
went  down  to  the  wildenieat  of  Faraii,  on  the  bonleni  oft 
Uod  of  Canaan. 

Whiltft  David  was  wandering  in  Maon,  there  was  a  man 
of  thti  aanw  of  Nabal,  of  llie  house  of  Calebs  wito  potMeaited 
grvat  wealthy  and  ainon^t  other  substance,  ^100  !>heep  and 
lOCM)  pwts,  which  were  fi>fdiiig  in  Carmel,  of  Judali,  near  to 
Maoo  ;  hut  Dafid  and  his  men  had  never,  in  their  utmost 
iiti(>^.  committed  any  plunder  upon  any  part  of  thiii 
ii'«  caltle,  who  it  iaiajdwaaa  churl,  aitd  evil  iu  his  duin^ 

HVhilut  David  was  in  Parau,  which  was  in  the  wilderness, 

i)  had  now  been  uawlering  al>uut  fur  a  long*  while  without 
a  wlllcil  habitaliun,  lit!  heard  that  Nabal  was  shcaring^  hia 
^eep  in  Carmel,  and  he  thuught  that  in  his  present  necc^- 
•tty,  mid  especially  at  such  a  time  of  festivity  and  abundance, 
be  might  with  propriety  make  an  appeal  to  the  geooroiiity,  if 
Dot  to  the  t^titude.  of  Xabnl.  He  therefore  scut  a  rej^iect- 
ftil  embaMy  of  ten  young  men,  with  orders  to  greet  him,  and 
to  ay  to  him  that  liveth  in  prosperity,  peace  be  both  to  thee 
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tntl  peace  be  to  ibiiic  house,  uid  pence  bo  onto  til  Uial  tbov 
bast.  And  now  1  bave  heard  ihaX  Ihou  bast  sbearere :  now 
thy  sbepbeitli  which  were  with  us,  we  hurt  ibeni  not,  nc-ilher 
was  ihtfrc  ought  uitiutinjc  unto  them,  all  the  while  they  wpr» 
in  Curuiel.  Ask  thy  young  men.  ami  lht*y  will  shnw  ihw. 
Wherefore  lei  tbo  youn/j  men  find  favour  in  thine  eyes  :  far 
wt  GOOM  in  a  good  d«y:  giv«,  I  pray  tbee,  whalaoever 
Cometh  to  thine  hand,  unto  thy  Borvanl«,  and  to  Ihy  sou 
David.*  The  rich  churl  antiwcred  thiii  civil  and  re«pc<iful 
application,  with  all  the  insolence  of  overgrown  weallh ; 
»'  Who  is  Da^id  ?  aud  who  is  the  sort  of  Jeas«  ?  there  !»e 
many  servants  now  a  daya  thai  break  away  every  man  frnm 
hu  nafiter.  Shall  I  Uk-h  take  my  bread,  aud  my  water,  and 
my  flesh  that  t  bave  killed  lor  ray  fibrareni,  and  give  ii  unio 
men,  whom  I  know  not  whence  they  be  ?**t 

It  is  hi;;h1y  imprubablc  that  Nabul  ctmid  have  been  i^^no- 
raut  either  who  David  was,  or  of  the  special  purpose  of  Jehovah 
eooccmin^  him  ;  and  still  lea$  of  bis  Turbearing'  and  perhapA 
prulecting  conduct  towards  bU  own  rat11c>  in  Camiel,  and  vm 
raimot  Iben-fore  wonder,  that  David  was  exceedingly  a: 
when  he  received  thi«  instiUing  message.  Although  the 
resolve  he  made  is  incapablv  of  justification  upon  any  prin- 
ciples w  batuver,  for  he  said,  mirely  in  vain  have  1  kepi  all 
thai  this  fellow  hath  in  the  uiblenieas,  m  thai  nothin^^  waa 
mijBcd  of  all  thai  pertainerl  tuito  him,  and  he  hath  rctiuited 
mc  fvil  for  good.  So  aud  mure  also  do  (>od  umu  the  enemia 
of  David,  if  I  leave  of  all  (hut  p^-rtain  to  him  by  the  morning, 
li^bl,  a  tungk*  inale.^  And  be  commnnde*!  every  man  to  gi 
on  hia  swurd,  and  he  girded  on  bis  own  aword,  and  ibura 
lp«nt  up  after  him  alHiut  4(H)  men.jj 

Thu  unjaHtifiabtc  pW)Mi!H-  of  veugranct*,  into  which  David 
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had  tx^cn  thas  hastiljr  betrayed^  was  happily  diverted  by  tho 
prtulenfc  of  one  of  NubAl'ii  servants,  and  by  the  addreag 
Abigail,  the  wift^  of  Nabal.  This  faithfiil  doini-stic  having-  over.*  j 
heard  both  the  message  and  reply,  and  rightly  apprehending  j 
the  probable  remit,  went  to  his  mistress,  and  said,  '^  Behold] 
David  sent  meisengeTS  out  of  Ihi;  wildem«^5ts  lo  salute  oiirj 
muster,  and  b«  railed  on  tbetu.  But  the  men  were  veryj 
good  ado  OB,  aod  we  were  not  hurt ;  neither  missed  we  any  1 
tlkii^  M  long  as  we  were  ronvereatit  with  theui  when  we  wero  ] 
in  tiie  fields  :  they  were  a  wall  unto  us,  both  by  night  and  1 
day,  all  Ibe  while  we  were  with  them  keeping  the  sheep,  i 
Now,  ibev«fbre,  know  and  cuiuider  what  thou  will  do,  for  | 
evtl  it  deCennhwd  against  our  master,  and  against  all  hit  \ 
bvoMhold :  for  he  is  such  a  son  of  Belial,  that  a  man  cannot  , 
wpmk  to  him.*'* 

Abigail  lost  no  time  in  preparing  a  magnificent  present  of 
300  kATW,  twoakina  of  wine,  five  sheep  ready  dressed,  fire  . 
■mwuFH  of  parched  com,  100  clusters  of  raisins,  200  cakes 
of  figv,  with  which  she  sent  ber  servantj  forward  towardi  I 
David,  tfaat  his  wraih  might  he,  in  some  measure,  apppeased,  j 
by  Ibo  present,  before  she  made  her  appearance  herself, 
Wh)^  »ht'  approached,  (and  we  nre  luld  she  was  a  woman  of  J 
a  beautiful  countenance,  as  well  as  of  a  good  undent anding) 
■he  Ugbt«d  fntm  her  aw,  and  buwed  heretOf  to  the  ground,  , 
and  fcll  on  her  (arc  before  the  feet  of  David,  and  said,  '*  Upon  ■ 
Be,  my  lord,  upon  me  let  this  iniqutty  be:    and  Ipt  thins  ' 
Jtandmaid,  I  pray  thee,  speak  in  thine  audience,  and  hear  the 
nf  thine  liaiujmaid.     Let   not,  my  lord,  I  pray  thee,  i 
I  thi*  man  of  Belial,  even  Nahal :    for  as  his  name  w,  j 
•o  u  be;    Nabal  is  his  name,  and  fully  is  with  him:    but  f,  < 
iMne  handmaid,  saw  not  tlie  young  men  of  my  bird,  wliuna  , 
tbou  didal  aend.    >uw  thercfure,  my  lord,  as  Jehovah  livclh, 
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and  as  Ihy  sou]  livetb,  seeing  Jehovnh  lu(b  witldiolden  thee 
frum  comin^'  1o  shed  blood,  and  fn>ui  avoiding  thywlf  vilh 
thine  uwn  hand,  uow  let  thiue  eufinies,  aud  they  that  seek 
evil  to  my  li>rd»  be  as  Nuhnl.  And  now  ihu  blessing,  wbidi 
tliiitu  hauilmaid  bath  brought  unto  ray  lord :  let  it  even  b« 
given  unto  the  young  men  that  follow  uiy  lord.  1  pray  tbttr, 
foi^ivH  tbe  lre»|UUM  of  thine  handumid:  Air  Jehovali  will 
rerlainly  niako  my  lord  a  sarc  houHO  ;  btK-ause  my  lord 
lightnth  tbc  Uitllcsof  Jcltovab,  aitd  evil  huth  not  been  found 
in  thee  all  thy  days.  Vet  a  man  is  risen  to  pursue  thee,  and 
to  seek  thy  aoul :  Uit  the  simiI  of  my  lord  shall  be  bound  ia 
llic  bundle  of  life  with  Jebuvah,  lliy  God  ;  uihI  the  aoaUof 
thine  encuiics,  theoi  shall  he  &ling  out,  as  out  of  the  iniddla< 
of  a  sling.  Aiid  it  shall  come  to  pus,  when  Jehovah 
have  done  to  my  lord,  according  to  all  the  good  that  he  hati 
cpoken  cnnrnrning  ilict!,  and  &\tii[i  bavo  appointed  thee  ruh^ 
over  Israel;  tliat  thi^  shall  be  no  grief  unto  thee,  nor  ofienc» 
of  licart  unto  my  lord,  cither  that  (hou  host  slied  blood 
cuuaelMg,  or  tliat  my  lord  hath  avenged  biouelf :  but  w 
Jebovah  shull  have  dealt  well  with  my  lord,  thou  rem«inb< 
tliiao  baudmaid."  And  David  aaid  to  Abigail,  bleaied 
Jebovab,  God  of  Israel,  which  sent  thfe  this  day  to  meet  me; 
and  bleaiod  be  thy  adviee,  uiul  blessed  bn  thou,  which  hut 
kept  mi!  tbi«  day  from  coming  to  sbed  blood,  and  from 
avenging  myaelf  with  mine  own  tiand.  For,  in  very  deed,  m 
Jehovah,  God  of  Ivaol  liveib,  which  halb  kept  roc  Imck  from 
hurtim;  iheo,  except  thou  haiUi  hauled  and  come  to  meet  mc, 
surely  ihen^  had  not  Ix-eu  lelt  unto  Nabal,  by  the  mnroing 
light,  a  &ingl''  nude.  So  David  received  uf  her  hand  thai 
which  she  had  brought  him,  and  siid  unto  her^  go  up  in 
peace  to  thine  huuK;  see,  1  have  hearkened  to  Iby  vuice^j 
and  have  accepted  (by  penon.* 
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When  Abigail  rrtumMJ  to  Nflbnl,  she  fonnd  him  in  radi  a 
■l»l«    of   ioebrictT,   aftiT   n   preat    feast,   pmbnblr  nt  ihfl 
on  of  his  obevp^earini:,  thnt  shr  was  unable  to 
nirair:iie  111  him  what   had  passeH :    bnt  when  he  waa 
r,  dfw  ti>l(I  him  ;  and  fho  n.'co1lecliun  of  hin  rinn^i>>r,  his 
)  of  shsmc  fiir  the  ^xcem  »f  whirh  he  had  bi>i<n  giiilty,  or 

•tmmMliolp  Ttsitalion  of  God,  prndnct^d  sarh  an  efTccI, 
thmt  bin  bmrt  died  wiihin  him,  and  became  sa  a  stone,  and 
be  Aed  in  abtnii  tpn  davH. 

When  David  heard  that  Nabal  was  dead,  he  eiid,  blessed 
be  GikJ,  that  hulh  iilradi-d  the  fanscuf  iii>  reproach  from  the 
band  of  Niibul.  and  hiith  kejil  hi*  nrrrant  from  evil :  for 
Jvhnrtb  bath  returned  tlie  wickednesf  of  Naibul  npon  his  own 
bead.*     And  Abi^^il  heeame  the  wife  of  David. 

Th»  iHficc  and  envy  of  Sard  « r-n?  not  yet  exhaiHtcd :  for  ^ 
the  ZIpbHe*,  who  term  lo  havr  bet-n  alwaj-s  ready  to  do  J 
Darid  a  mUrhief,  came  to  Oibrab,  and  tuhl  Sniil  thai  Dsrid 
bid  hhMelf  in  the  hiU  of  lla<'hi):ib,  whirh  is  is  before  Jeshi. 
m«mi  i^KHiwhieh  Sanl  took  wifh  him  3000  chosen  men  of  ] 
IsraH,  and  went  lo  aeek  David  in  the  wi)dempi?t  of  ZFph;  ^ 
and  pitebnl  in  the  hill  of  flachilab,  before  Jn^himon,  by  Ihe 
w»r :  bijt  David  aboile  la  the  wilderness,  and  saw  that  Saul  j 
tarn*  aAer  Mm  tnlo  the  wtidL'rneK<t.     David,  ih^refore,  sent  I 
OQt  BpiM,   atid    anderslond    Ihnt    Sanl   was  come   in   very 
dwd. 

I'pOD  Ibii  occBAioo  It  plettse«l  Jehovah  to  affjrd   David  , 
another  opportunity  of  convincing- San!  of  the  poriiy  of  hi»| 
intmliuiM;  for  being  riHBe  to  the  place  where  Saul  ha 
cnnmiped,  he  disrovered  a  Ireoch  in  witicli  Smil'a  tenl  wnt ' 
pkcbed,  with  Abner,  the  son  of  Ner,  lh«  cnplain  of  his  host ; 
and  the  people  were  pitched  rouwl  about  him. 

Dmvidy  no  doirtM  uodor  the  iuiltuace  of  the  Spirit  of  Gud^H 
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having^  onquin^d  who  would  go  down  with  him  to  9aa1*t 
camp,  Ablshai,  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  and  brother  of  Joab^ 
expressed  bis  willingnesB  to  do  bo.  They  arcoTdingrly  wcnl 
tuj^ther  in  the  nigbl,  aiid  found  Suul  sleeping  within  the' 
trench,*  and  ImsiM^arf  Htnckin  I  he  ■^roiindalhis  bolster;  but 
Abner  and  the  people  lay  round  about  him.  Ahi^hai  wm 
anxious  to  put  nn  end  to  this  state  of  perpetual  hostility  at 
once,  and  asked  Dnrid  to  permit  him  tu  smite  Saul  with  hii 
own  spear,  pn>iniiiin»-  to  do  il  so  eflcclually*  that  it  shouSi 
not  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  blow ;  but  David  said,  de«lTx<y 
him  not;  for  who  can  stretch  forth  his  hand  against 
the  anointed  of  Jehov:ih,  and  be  g;uiltle8s? 

Deteiminedf  however,  as  David  was  not  to  injure  Siol 
himself,  he  well  knew  vliat  his  destiny  was  to  be  ;  fur  he 
immodiatelyexelaimed,  in  tbcspirit  of  prophecy,  *'As  Jeborali, 
lived),  Jehoiiih  i^hall  &niiti'  him  ;  or  his  day  shall  como  l« 
die:  or  he  iihall  descend  into  bailie,  and  perish.  Jehuv 
forbid  that  I  should  stretch  forth  mine  hand  against  Jehovah** ] 
anointed  ;  but»  I  [vay  thee,  toko  thou  now  the  spear  that  Is 
at  his  bolster,  and  the  rrune  of  water,  and  let  us  gn.  So 
David  look  the  spear  and  the  rnt»*  of  water  from  Saul's 
bolster  :  and  they  g-at  them  away,  and  no  man  saw  il,  nod 
knew  it,  neither  awuk<<d :  ftir  they  were  all  awleep,  becuu* 
a  deep  sleep  from  J<>liovah  was  fallen  upon  Iheiu.**^ 

David  thought  it  right  la  make  Suul  acquainted  with  ibe 
danger  to  wliirh  he  had  again  been  exposed,  and  with  the  fur- 
buumncc  ho  had  exercised  towards  him;    and  therefure  went 
over  to  the  utlier  side,  and  vtuud  un  the  tup  uf  a  hill,  afiir  o{ 
frooi  Saul's  camp,  but  within  hearing,  probably  uf  atnimpet  ;l 
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and  ho  chost*  to  mnko  the  commimirnlinn  by  &  somewhat 
Uontin^  reprmich  upon  Abnor,  who  had  w  negligently  slept 
upon  hu  wntrh,  and  iherebj  enclangcivd  hi*  ronnurcb's  life. 
'•Art  not  rh"u  a  val).iiitm:tn?and  who  ts  Ukelotbecin  I*irael? 
WhiTrfnrx  then  biui  thou  not  kept  thy  lord  the  king  ?    For 
there  came  un>  u(  the  people  ui  to  destroy  the  king  ihy  lord. 
ThH  tbiiif*  IE  not  good  tbuT  tbou  hast  done     As  Jehovah 
livHh,  ye  are  worthy  to  dii\  becnuse  ye  have  not  kept  your 
tnasler,  the unotntiiliir Jehovah.  And  nowseewhen<  (he king's 
r  IH,  aud  ibi'  crtun  of  water  lh:it  wus  at  bis  boUlPr,   And 
1  kntfw  Diivid's  voice,  und  said,  is  this  thy  voice,  niy  son 
DftTid  f    And  Duvid  «iid,  it  L*  my  voice,  my  lord,  O  king. 
And  he  aid,  wherefore  doth  my  kird  tliut*  piitxue  after  his 
mrrvaai  }    for  what  have   1  dune  ?    or  what  evil  i&  in  nnno 
hand  .*    Now,  Iherefitre,  I   pray  thee,  let  my  lonl  the  king 
bpur  llie  wonk  of  his  s<>rv.int.     If  Jelmvah  have  stirred  thee 
D|iag«iri«t  ine,  let  him  ui-cept  an  ulU'ring  :  hut  if  they  be  the 
^ildrrn  of  men,  cnnM.**!  bo  they  before  Jehov:ifa  ;    for  they 
have  driven  mo  ool  thisd;iy  from  :ibiding  in  the  inheritance 
of  Jrhurali,  saying,  go,  iw>rv«  other  gixls.     Now,  therefore^ 
let  not  my  tik¥id  full  tu  the  earth  before  the  face  of  Jehovah  : 
fur  ibe  king  of  Lirael  is  come  out  to  seek  a  flea,  as  when  one 
dulh  bunt  n  [Mrtridj^e  in  the  nituintnia^.     Then  said  Saul,  I 
hitre  Aiitncd  :    reliint  my  non  David  ;    for  I  will  no  more  do 
Ibrc  harm,  berausc  my  soul  was  prerioiis  in  thine  eyes  this 
4tiy  I  btrtuold  [  itave  played  the  fool,  and   hare  erretl  exreed- 
iniilr.  And  Dav id nnywentl  und  Hoid,  Itebold the  king'H  spear ! 
ami  Irt  one  ufthe  young  men  conic  over  and  fetch  it.  Jehovah 
rriMter   lo   every   oian   his  righteousness  and  bU   fsithfid- 
ne«i:    (ur  Jehovah   delivered  thee  inin  my  hand    tu-day; 
but  I  wtmld  not  Hlretrh  forth  niinr>  band  agatiiKt  the  anointinl 
of  Jehovah.   And,  bi-huld,  as  ihy  lifi-  wxsmueb  s^'t  hy  lht>.day 
in  miiw  eyes,  so  lot  my  life  be  much  set  by  in  the  eyes  of  Je- 
hovah, aikd  lei  him  deliver  me  out  of  all  tribuUlion.     Then 


ShuI  saifl  to  David,  lilrtsscd  be  thoit,  my  son  Dnvid :  thou  shsii 
tntth  du  g-real  thia^  aiid  alsio  tjhalt  still  pre  vail/** 

After  IhU  they  uepiirated,  and  Saul  returned  lo  his  place; 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  pursued  after  David  any 
more;  fur  either  ul  length  coiiviured  that  God  was  resolved 
to  prosfTve  hiui  from  bis  venj;^aiice,  or,  perhaps,  leoUy 
soflened  by  this  last  act  of  fuTbearance,  we  find  that  even 
when  some  of  his  officious  courtiers  informed  him  thai  David 
bad  fled  tfi  Galh,  Saul  Hiiiighl  no  more  again  for  hiui.f 

David  too  went  on  his  way,  not,  however,  placing  murb 
confidence  in  Saul's  declaration  ;  for  be  raid  in  his  besTt,  **  I 
shall  now  perish  one  day  by  the  hand  of  Saul:  there  is 
nothing  better  for  ine,  tlian  that  I  abould  specdilv  escape  into 
the  land  of  the  HhiltMinn;  aud  Sa«I  shall  despair  of  me,  lo 
neelc  me  any  more  in  any  fv8«t  of  I«raf^ :  ao  shall  I  6Hcape  ool 
of  his  hand."; 

Da\id,  went  fir^  to  Arhish,  Kitif^  uf  Gath,  who  received 
him,  with  all  his  fiunily  ctnd  armed  buds,  into  his  own  cily; 
but  David,  justly  ap  prebend  I  n^  Mm*  diapQle  a^bt  arise, 
p'tiHoned  the  Philistine  mnnnrrh  to  {jive  him  'Zikln^,  with 
which  request  Achi^h  complied;  and  that  cilr,  which  bsd 
been  originally  included  in  the  lot  of  Judah,^  and  afterwards 
assigned  to  the  irilte  of  Rimeon.Hbut  taken  by  Ibe  PbilistiDM, 
beeune  thus  uniti^t  to  Jndah  ever  after. 

Whilst  David  kept  himself  close  in  Ziktajr,  he  receirMl  a 
considerable  acceshion  of  stTen];r1h;  for  there  came  in  trim 
scrcral  mighty  men»  armed  with  bows,  who  could  use  both 
the  rigiit  hand  and  the  left,  in  birrlin^  stonnt.  and  ftbouting 
arrows  out  of  u  how,  and  these  were  of  the  irilte  of  Benjamin, 
and  of  Saul's  brethren,  besides  those  of  the  other  tTibes.1T 
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Daviil  faann^  iavideJ  the  Jejihuriloft*  tuid  the  GezeriteK, 
and  the  Annlekitm,  who  tvrrc  rv?nuiaats  of  lhl^  olrl  inhabitants 
of  tiie  land,  as  Ihou  goest  to  Shur,  even  unto  the  land  of 
Egyptf  leA  niMlhi>t  man  nor  woman  alivp,  and  took  away  the 
■heepp  and  the  oxen,  and  th«  asses,  and  the  camels,  and  the 
appar«l;  and  saved  neiUurr  wan  nor  woman  allvt^,  to  briug 
tiding  to  Gatfa,  sarii^,  with  a  policy  wholly  unworthy  of 
his  chancier,  and  the  faith  displayed  by  him  upon  other 
accMMBs :   lest  Ihey  should  wM  on  as,  saying,  so  did  David, 

I     tad  att  will  be  his  manmv,  all  the  while  he  dwellcth  iu  the 
^^^Bbtry  of  the  Phitistincv.*     On  his  return  from  this  expe- 

^^boo,  AchUh  enquired  in  what  direotiun  ho  liad  made  his 
imiamon;  &nd  Datid,  with  an  unjustitiable  efjuivucalion, 
iMnvered  him,  that  be  had  been  against  the  sijulh  uf  Judah, 
ami  9g9aaA  the  south  of  the  Jerohmeelites,  and  against  the 
aDDtb  of  tbo  Kenitea.  And  AchUh  believed  David,  saving', 
be  hath  made  hts  [MM>ple  Israel  utterly  to  abhor  him,  therefore 
be  rtaU  be  my  i>ert-nnt  fur  cver.f 

So  roofident  was  AchiUi  of  having  secured  the  services  of 
David,  that  when  the  Philistines  shortly  aAerwardi  gathered 
ibeir  armies  together,  in  order  to  invule  the  possessions  of 
Israel,  be  called  apon  him  and  bis  men  to  march  with  them. 
David  made  no  objection ;  but  replied,  Surely  thoa  shalt 
kwrw  wbol  thy  servant  can  do,  uptu  which  Achish  declared 
•boukl  hi*  ptrprtual  captain  of  his  guanL 

Philistine  army  having  penetrated  ns  &r  as  Sfaunera,  , 
in  tbe  lot  of  Iwacliar,  Saul  collected  the  hosts  of  Israel,  an 
flMIHpod  bi  GilboA ;  but  when  he  saw  the  number  of  the 
Piflhiiiwa,  be  was  afraid,  ami  bis  heart  greally  trembled ; 
aal  tbe  len,  probably,  from  having  ascertained  that  David 
md  bis  troops  were  amongst  their  nunibf>r,  and  from  the 
appnbfnatofi  Ihai    the   time  was  now  arrived  when    Gud 
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intended  to  pvo  him  tlip  king:t1oni,  and  to  niako  nse  of  ll»i» 
PliitiftliiH!  army  fur  accoiiiplishin^  this  ^n^t  aud  iiu|ioi1a]il 
purpu84?.  Satituel  was  dead,  aud  thi^  Unttrlttisli  luuiian^h  wns 
now  sensible  of  his  loiis ;  for  although,  in  this  i>mi.T^encr,  be 
enquiivd  uf  Jehovah,  Jehovah  answered  him  not,  neilber  by 
dreiuiut.  nor  hy  Crim,  nor  hy  propheui. 

Either  frmii  a  sciiw  of  iluly,  ur  in  onlcr  lo  make  a  ahew  of 
zeal  fur  the  scr\icu  uf  Jehovah,  Saul  had,  some  time  before 
Ihia  crisis,  put  away  those  who  had  familiar  Kjiirit^,  and  the 
wizards,  out  of  the  land.  Out  notwithstanding  that,  now  iu 
this  lime  of  extremity,  and  fors:iken,  aa  hi?  waa,  hy  hiK  Gud, 
he  wa^  weak  and  wicked  enough  to  disguise  himself,  and 
seek  from  a  woaian  at  Endor,  who  was  n>puletl  to  bare  a 
familiar  spirit,  fr>r  iliai  information  and  coun^l  whiih  Je- 
hovah had  ilenii^l  him.  It  was  Samuel,  liuwever,  that  Saul  • 
was  anxious  tu  see;  and  which  shews  that,  amitUt  all  his  ^| 
rebellion  and  misconduct,  he  bud  still  some  rcu'nnice  for  that 
holy  prupIiL^t ;  aud  it  pleased  Gud  to  |K.'nnil  either  Santnel* 
to  revisit  the  earth,  or  some  supernatural  represontatiuu  of 
him  to  appear  to  Saul ;  not  for  iht*  jMir^Mise  of  comforting  or 
relievioj;  hid  disquietude,  but  to  slu>w  him  the  li>arful  truth, 
that  llie  time  was  at  lenslh  arrive<I  w  hen  bis  enonnities  were 
to  be  rcquiled,  aiid  vengeance  was  to  he  jxHired  out  upon  him 
aud  hiu  huuso;  for  when  Saul  uttered  the  piercing  complaint, 
I  ani  aiirc  dUtre^^sed ;  fur  the  riiilistines  make  war  againit 
me,  aj)d  God  is  departed  from  uie,  mid  aiiswemtb  ine  no  more, 
neither  by  prophcls,  nor  bj  druuns :  lhi?reforc  1  have  calM 
thee,  tluit  thou  n]aye»t  make  known  unto  nie  what  I  bholl  do  : 
thu  spirit  replied.  Wherefore  then  dost  thou  ask  of  me,  aceinig 
Jehovah  i.-t  departed  from  thee,  and  i^  htn-nme  ihine  enemy  i 
Aud  Jithovah  hath  done  to  him  as  he  sjuke  by  nie:  for  Jo- 
huvali  hath  n<nt  the  kingdom  out  of  thine  hand,  and  glten  it 
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to  th^  fieigbbonr,  ercn  to  David :  because  thou  obeyecbt  not 
the  Tuice  of  Jptwrab,  nor  execuled»t  his  (icrce  wrath  upon 
Am&ltfk,  therefore  hath  Jehovuh  done  this  thing  unto  thea 
tliuday.  Mureover,  Ji-huvah  will  alsu  deliver  Israel  with 
tbee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines :  and  to-murrow  shalt 
Ihoa  ttnd  thy  mds  be  with  me :  Jehovah  also  shall  deliver 
the  hoAl  of  Israel  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines.  Then 
8uil  fi'll  aliai^itway  all  along  on  the  oarlli,  and  was  sore 
afntid.* 

When  (he  lords  of  the  Philistines  discorered  titat  David 
and  his  men  funned  ihe  rear-^ard  of  the  truopg  of  Av:hish, 
Ibey  tnftifile«1  upon  that  monarch  sending  these  auxiliaries 
away,  exclaiming,  U  not  this  David,  of  whom  tliey  sang  one 
lu  anuthrr  in  dancer  saving.  Saul  slew  his  thousands,  and 
David  hi«  ten  thousands  f  Let  hint  nut  gu  down  with  us  to 
buttjef  leit  in  the  battle  he  be  an  adversary  to  us;  fur  where- 
with should  be  reconcile  himself  unto  his  master  ?  should  it 
fMM  bfl  with  the  heads  of  thc$e  men  ?t 

With  this  dfrmand  Acliisb  complied,  although  Tory  n^liir- 
tuuly,  nut  having  the  lea^t  suspicion  tii  David's  fidelity,  ur 
of  the  part  whicli  he  would  act  in  the  approaching  battle ;  anil 
David  iHcproased  himarif  upon  that  occasion,  and  art<_il 
Untwgboul  this  whuh'  affair,  in  so  guarded  a  manner,  that  it 
la  nul  easy  to  know  how  be  intended  to  have  conducted  him- 
arif if  God  bad  not  thus  providentially  dcliverHl  him  out  of 
dMnarp.  So  David  and  his  men  rose  up  early  to  depart  in 
Um  mamlfig,  to  return  into  the  land  of  the  Philistines.  And 
tha  Ptiitiatnes  went  up  to  Jezreol,^ 

Cpun  his  inarch  with  the  iruaps  uf  Achisfa,  suine  of  the 
iriba  at  Maaaaseh  uniteil  ihf-mMelvi*«(  to  Dsvid.  and  as  he  rc- 
Mraad  badt  towards  Ziklag,  A<lnuh,  and  uthers,  who  were 
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tkpUios  of  tbousaiiils,  in  that  tribe,  and  tb«y  helped  David 
against  tht?  U&aA  of  the  niveis:  fur  Ihey  were  all  mighty  nien 
of  valour,  aiid  were  fajttaiiia  in  the  host.  For  at  that  time, 
day  bv  <lay,  then*  came  to  David  to  help  him,  until  it  uas  a 
great  host,  like  the  host  of  God.* 

Whibt  David  had  marched  with  the  Philistine  anny,  the 
Amvlekilc.H  hud  takon  a<lvautugt>  i>f  hi^  uhsenre  to  invaile  the 
wmth  of  Zikln^,  and  hati  sniiltpn  Zikla<;,  and  burned  it  with 
fin? ;  and  bad  takeu  the  women  captives,  that  were  therein  ; 
they  slew  not  any,  either  ^-at  or  fmiall,  hut  rarricd  them 
away,  and  went  on  their  way.+  Amon;^t  (he  captives  were 
David's  own  wives,  Ahinoam,  tl>e  JeznTliless,  and  Abigail, 
tlie  Carnudites»  :  and  David  was  ^jeally  dt^1^e$sed,  for  the 
people  spake  of  stoning  him,  for  the  loss  of  thi'lr  sons  and 
daughters.  Davi«l,  however,  giciitly  encouraged  hiniJM'lf  in 
Jehuvali  bis  God,  and  ordpred  Abialhar,  thi-  priest,  lu  bring 
the  ephod  ;  when  David  enquin-d  of  Jrhovah,  whether  h«  i 
shoulil  pursup  and  overtake  the  Amalekiten.  Jeliovab  bAT- 
log  ri'iurnrd  a  gracious  answer,  David  and  his  GOO  men  pro- 
eeedcil  to  the  brook  Bi.-«or,  where  he  wtu  fonx>d  l<i  leave  200 
wliu  were  unal>1e  lu  coutiitue  the  marrh. 

Marrhin;;  onwank,  they  found  an  E^ptian  who  had  been 
unable  to  k'^'p  up  with  the  Ariiali'kiicA  in  Ihrir  Mrrai  fnim 
Zikbi^i  and  wliu  had  been  without  food  fitr  three  ,d«^i  and 
ni^lA,  and  thi^y  broug^ht  him  to  D^ivid.  After  fri^'ii*?  him 
ftonio  rofrodiment,  the  lil^'yptiim  underto<»k  to  shew  David 
which  way  tlif  Aiiuilckid-s  had  n-tririilfd  ;  mid  David  came 
upon  Ibi-m  unpiix-ctftriy,  whiUt  ihcy  vsi-n- in  disonler,  and 
spread  abroad  u|>on  all  tite  earth,  etitioj^  an<l  drinking,  and 
dancing,  becauseof  uUthe^n'iil  .tpoil  tliat  ihry  had  takrn  out 
uf  the  land  of  the  IMiiiiKiini^,  nnd  out  of  tin'  htnd  of  Judah. 
And  David  ■uuotr  them  frum  the  twilight,  even  uuto  the  cvet 
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in^  of  the  npxt  day  ;  and  there  escap^l  not  a  man  of  them, 
MTV  four  hundrixl  young'  m^n^  which  rode  upon  caitipU  and 
BmI.  And  David  Kcuvrri'il  all  that  the  Arnalekitos  h»d  i-ar- 
Ttiil  away  :  and  Datiil  r»wcut»d  his  Iwo  wives.  And  literc 
waa  Dolhin>;  lai-kiii<;  lo  theni,  neither  ^iiall  niir  fn^al,  neither 
MinK  iiiir  dJiu^htefN,  ludlher  ttpoil  nor  any  thio°^  that  they  had 
lakt'ii  to  tfaent :  David  reccfvcred  all.  And  David  took  nil 
Ibc  docks,  and  the  hc-nU,  which  ihey  dnivc  before  those  otlicr 
cattle*  and  snid.  Thin  ifi  David's  spoil.* 

On  refumins  to  their  cutnpuniona  at  the  brook  Desor,  thoso 
H'bo  bad  marched  fonvani  and  fou^^Iil,  were  not  disposed  tu 
allntw  thoice  who  had  ntmained  ut  the  hrook,  any  shart^  of  the 
•poiU;  lait  this  selfish  disposition  David  wisely  overruled  by 
(lift  aotkurity,  dt*rlarin^.  (Iiat  as  his  purl  is  that  ^eth  duwn 
to  the  bailie,  so  filial  1  \m  part  be  tbal  larrielh  by  the  btiiff: 
iIh^  •hsU  part  alike.  And  it  whk  su  from  that  day  furward, 
that  be  made  it  a  stntule  and  an  ordinance  fur  Israel  unto  this 
tUy.t 

U'hrn  David  rftiimed  tu  Ziklag:,  lie  sent  presents  from  the 
vpiil,  taken  in  this  expedition,  lu  viiriotrs  frienitSf  ciders  nf 
Juduh,  in  Bethel,  in  houIIi  Rnmoth,  in  Jattir,  in  Aroer,  in 
Siphmctih,  in  E^shtemoa,  tn  Raehul,  hi  the  cities  of  the 
Jcrshmeetites,  in  ihc  cities  of  the  Kenites,  in  Homiah^  in 
C'hurcuhan,  in  Alharh,  in  Hebron,  and  in  all  the  places  where 
bimarlf  and  hia  men  were  wont  to  haunt. 

Wbilat  David  had  been  en^^aj^  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
Auiuh-kiip  iiianuidcn,  Snul  had  fi>u;;ht  his  last  and  fatal  bat- 
tle, in  which  the  Philibliiies  fulluwed  hard  upon  htm  ;  ami 
alew  Junatlian,  and  Abinadab,  and  Melchishua,  his  sons ; 
and  the  battle  went  sore  ag'ainHt  Said,  and  he  was  Mirv 
woondHl  of  the  Brcbers.  Determined  iipun  self-destruct  ion. 
itnt  naoal  last  resource  of  the  forsaken  of  God,  and  oftbe  de- 
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tenniocd  profligate',  he  ordered  his  armour  bearer  to  thnst 
bim  through  witli  his  sword  ;  aud  uputi  his  refusal,  he  took  a 
Kword  hinueir»  und  fell  upon  it ;  and  wlioti  hU  aruiuur  bearer 
saw  it,  he  imituK^I  ihu  saiac  dreadful  exfunple. 

This  Tictorv  was  so  dccistre,  thai  tht>  Isnielitt's  uhu  dwi^t 
oa  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  and  on  the  other  si^lc  of  Jur- 
daot  forsook  their  citii>3i  and  AimI  ;  and  the  Philislinra  came 
and  dwelt  iu  ihom.  And  on  the  morrow,  when  th<?' Philis- 
tines came  to  strip  the  Hbiiti,  (hey  found  the  bodies  uf  Saul 
and  his  three  sous,  in  mount  Gilboa  ;  and  they  cut  off  his 
bead,  and  stripped  otf  hia  armour,  aud  sent  into  the  land  of 
the  Philislined  round  abuur,  to  publish  it  in  the  house  uf  tlieir 
idols,  and  among  the  people.  And  they  put  Ids  anuovir  in 
the  bouse  of  Ashtarolb  ;  and  tliey  fiistened  his  body  to  the 
wall  of  Bethshan.  Aud  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jaliesh 
Gilead  heard  of  that  whirh  the  Philistines  had  done  to  Saul, 
all  the  valiant  men  arose,  and  went  all  night,  and  look  the 
body  of  Saul,  and  the  bodies  of  bis  sons,  from  the  wall  of 
Bothslian,  and  came  lo  Jabe^h,  and  burnt  ihem  there.  And 
Ibey  took  their  bones  and  buried  them  under  a  tree  al  Ja- 
besti,*  and  fasled  seven  days.f 

So  Saul  died  for  his  transgrestiiun  uhicti  \ui  cunuullled 
against  Jehovah,  even  against  the  word  of  Jehovah,  which 
he  kept  not ;  and  also  for  asking  ruunse)  of  one  that  bad  a 
familiar  spiril,  to  enquire  of  il  ;  and  enquire*!  not  of  Jc- 
bovah :  tbordoro  be  alew  him,  and  lunied  the  kingdom  unto 
Darid,  the  son  uf  Jcssc.^ 


t*  Ftora  whence  David  arterininl>  took  tlivm,  aad  burird  Iheia  la 
k^  fFpnldire  of  Klih,  Id  Zrlnh  of  BenjniBin.    9  Sk».  xxl.  I9~li. 
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David  hul  boon  rcturniKi  to  Ziklof;;  only  two  days,  when  a 
uian  came  to  bun  from  tbu  rainp  of  Israel,  with  his  clothes 
pmi,  am)  i-hfIIi  upnii  his  IumiI,  atid  inf<>ntK>d  liiin  thai   Israel  { 
hud  (led,  and  that  Saul  and  Juiiallian  wen'  slain.     In  animev  j 
to  won?  particular  onquirh-s,  hu  most  pnihably  feigned  many  ] 
of  the  ci  rcumstaiici'^  uhich  hn  rt>)ut<M].  in  urdi^r  tu  iiij^liata] 
hinmtf  with  David;  by  pn'leniliii^tb.it  lu'  liiul,  atthe  n>r|ti<*stl 
of  Saol^  slain  htni  binuH.>ir:    and,  us  evidence  uf  itie  (:\ct, 
detivored  to  David  the  crown  that  was  upon  his  head,  and 
the  bnwlpt  that  wan  on  his  arm,  insigrnia  with  which  D^ivid 
was  no  doubt    well    acquaint<>i).      Tho    reward   which  this' 
AmaU'kile  niel  with  was  far  ditfercnt  from  what  he  antici- 
pated; for  David  said  to  him,  IIow  !  w:ist  thou  not  afraid  to 
sirvtch  furth  thine  hand  to  destroy  tho  anointed  of  Jehovah  H 
And  beurdiTcd  onr  of  his  atli-ndnnbn  to  slay  him  ;  for  he  said, 
Uty  blood  l>o  u|uu  thy  heail ;    Itir  thy  mouth  hath  tostilie4 
•Ipaiusl  llictf,  sating,  I  have  slain  the  anou)te<]  of  Jehovah.* 

And  Da*  id  ami  all  lii»  iwn  rent  ibeir  cIiiiIk'-s,  and  moum-  j 
ed  and  wt'pt,  and  favted  until  evt>n,  for  Saul  and  Jonadian  hiv  | 
Kon,  and   for  the  people  of  Jeho\-ah,  and  for  the  house  of  j 
Israel ;  because  they  wen;  falloii  by  the  sword.     If  wo  call  to  I 
mind    what   ple^i^in^  anlirijMitions  of  the  future  had   biim ' 
fonnc4l   by  these  illiismous  friends,  David  and  Jonathan* 
wJH'n  tbo  Utter,  in  iK^aittiful  Kimplicity  and  self-ileni^U  had 
aaid^t  Thuu  Hhatt  br  kiii^  over  Umel,  and  1  «thail  hi*  next  unto 
Ibeo ;  ami  witrn  the  fonn<-r,  no  douht,  had  alrrady  deter- 
mined tliat  Jimalhan,  if  not  a  sharor  in  the  throne,  Hhuuld 
occupy  a  di&tinj;;uiiibe^)  p<«t  of  honour  in  hia  kingdom  ;  and! 
lon;t^dfiir  the  iip|Mirtunity  of  shewiuK  him  how  hif^hly  he  aprl 
prvciuled  the  frienddUip  and  attachment  Jonathan  hadcxhibUJ 
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ted  towards  him,  durini?  the  |)eriod  of  his  adrersity : — if  we 
rail  thfse  circuiustauccisaud  tL>collecttoiisto  niiiid^  wo  rait,  in 
MOie  snifi)]  di-gree,  enter  into  the  feeling  of  Duvid,  whea  he 
ottered  the  following'  beautiful  And  pathetic  Uinentatioo, 
•'  The  beauty  of  Isniel  in  slain  upon  thy  hijh  places  :  how 
are  the  mighty  fidlcn '.  Tell  it  not  io  Gath,  publish  it  not  in 
the  streets  of  Askelon  ;  lest  the  dauj^faters  of  the  Philistines  ^y 
rejoice*  lest  the  dauf^hteiB  of  tlie  uneircumcised  triumph.  Y«  ^| 
aourtaim  of  Giltxa,  let  there  be  no  dew,  neither  let  (here  Im 
nkl  upon  yoo,  nor  heUU  of  offorinpt;  for  there  the  shield  of 
the  Dii^ht}'  in  vilely  east  away,  the  shield  of  Saul,  ait  though 
lie  had  not  l»een  anointed  uith  oil.  From  the  blood  of  the 
slain,  frMn  the  fot  of  the  mighty^  the  bow  of  Jonatluui  turned 
not  back,  and  the  sworti  of  Saul  relumed  not  empty.  Saul 
and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their  lives,  and  in 
their  death  they  were  not  divided :  they  were  swiAer  than 
eagles,  they  were  slron^r  than  liona.  Ye  daugl«er»  of 
Isniel,  weep  over  Saul,  who  rlulbed  yoo  in  scarlet,  with  other 
dcli^hta,  who  put  on  omanH-nIs  of  <rold  upon  your  apparel. 
Haw  are  the  mighty  failnn  in  the  midxl  of  the  biittlc  !  O 
Jotutthan,  thou  wast  slain  in  thine  hig;h  places.  I  am  djs- 
Ireaaeil  fur  ibee,  my  brother  Jonathan :  very  pleasant  hast 
thoa  b«pn  unto  me:  thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful,  pausing 
tiM  lore  of  women.  Hnw  are  the  mighty  falk-n,  and  ihtt 
weapons  of  war  ixrisbcMl."* 

David,  conceiving:,  no  douU,  that  the  period 
1056*  ^"^''^  when  he  was  to  assume  the  diadem  of  lafMl, 
but  imwiltin^  to  takf  any  measure  towanls  such  an 
Important  result  without  ibe  exptess  permission  of  Jehovah, 
enquired  uf  him  exprcHsly  whether  he  should  ^  up  into  any 
of  the  dttea  of  Judah ;    when  Jehuviih  directed  him  to  go  up 


* 
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Koanlcott,  spud  AA,  Clarki!. 


DATiD. 


fiO 


mato  Hobran.*     David  weut  up  acconlinglv,  with  his  nivM. 
and  rhiliinni,  and  all  his  men,  with  thiMr  wires  and  cbildren, 
and  tbcy  dwelt  in  tbe  cities  of  Hobroa;    and  t\te  niun  of 
JudoJi   ramo,   and   anointed    him    kiug  over  tlic  house  of 
Judah. 

Wf  have  airrady  Accn  numerous  inslanrf>s  of  the  ro^tect 
and   attention   which   D.irid    invariably   cxiiibiled  (uwurdaj 
Saol ;  and  he  now  ^ve  a  delicate  illustniliun  of  llmt  foelin;;, 
with  nepect  lo  the  nipn  of  Jubp^h  (>ileadf  w1h>,  no  duiibtj 
froor  a   ^raielu)   n.nnenibra»ri'  of  tboir  delivoranco  by  hia 
al  the  beginning  of  htfl  rf>i{rn,t  liad  preserved  the 
I  of  Saul  and  lii«  ihrvv  tsontt;  for  he  sent  messengen  , 
BOto  ihem,  and  said  unto  them,  tiliAfsed  be  ye  of  Jt'bovah» 
tbttt  fehave>hewed  this  kindness  unto  your  lord,  even  nolo 
Saul,  and  hav[>  burifd  biui.     Ami  now  Jnhovah  thew  kimU 
Item  and  Injtb  unto  you  :    and  1  aUo  will  requite  you  tkiit 
''f"'Trf ,  became  ye  hare  done  this  thin^.     Therefore,  now 
btyour  handa  be  strengihciKd,  and  be  ye  valiant :  for  your 
taUiet  Saul   is   dead,   and  also  tbc  bouse  of  Judub  bav«| 
anointvd  me  king  over  thcm.^ 

By  tbe  death  of  Jonathan,  Abinadfib,  and  Melehisbnat' 
JahlMxhelh,  who  was  then  forty  yeant  old,  became  the  sar- 
TiTOT :  and  Aimer,  theson  of  Nnr,  brought  him  to  Mabanaim, 
and  made  him  kin;;  over  all  Iwiiel ;  but  the  Iiouh*  of  Judali 
fitUowrd  David.  Abncr,  however,  no  doubt  contemplated 
Aa  anbjuipuion  of  David,  and  relyinfr  upon  his  numbers,  and 
|M»b«pi  hifi  own  popuhirity,  he  utiempted  lu  excite  a  lumuli, 
whirb  lie  hoped  might  end  in  a  ei'ii'^ral  war,  which  might 
plare  all  the  tribes  of  Iwiiel  and  Judnh  under  the  authority  ^f 
hia  maitter,  and.  if  wi,  virtunlly  umler  his  own  ;  for  it  would 
•rem  Ibat  lahbosheCh  waa  a  rerv  imbecile  rhararter. 


*  Th*  nciropolit  of  the  iritw  of  Jutlah.    AA.  Clark*, 
t  8m  page  10.  t  >  3»n-  'i'  ^~^- 
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-  With  this  view,  Abner  led  out  the  servants  of  Ishbodieth 
to  Gibeon,  vhich  occasioned  a  corresponding:  movemait  on 
the  part  of  David ;  for  Joab,  and  his  other  servants,  went 
forth,  and  met  Abner*8  party  by  the  pool  of  Gibeon ;  the  one 
party  atting  down  on  one  side  of  the  pool,  and  the  other 
party  on  the  other  side  of  the  pool.  Abner,  in  prosecuticm 
of  his  plan,  proposed  to  Joab  that  their  young  men  should 
play,  or  have  a  sham  fight  together,  which  Joab,  although  be 
could  hardly  be  insensible  of  Abner^s  secret  object,  did  not 
think  it  right  to  refuse.  Accordingly,  twelve  men  of  Ben- 
jamin went  out  firom  Abner's  party,  and  twelve  from  the 
servants  of  David,  but  they  evidently  came  t<^^her  in  great 
animosity ;  for  each  man  caught  one  of  the  opposite  par^ 
by  the  heful,  and  thrust  his  sword  into  his  side,  without 
attempting  any  defence  or  trial  of  skill,  so  that  the  whole 
twenty-four  fell  down  dead ;  and  the  place  was  called  Helkatfa- 
hazzurim.*  This  rencontre  was  followed,  accordingtoAbner*s 
intention,  by  a  general  battle,  which  did  not  end,  however, 
agreeably  to  bis  wishes;  for  he  and  the  men  of  Israel  wei» 
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from  one  of  the  joung  men,  as  a  sufficient  Irophr. 
WbcUicr  Asahcl  rcajly  lliiui{^)it  hiiiisflfa  luatch  fur  Abner.  or 
ooBiiflared  lliU  pruposul  as  a  surt  of  treason  (o  his  cominon- 1 
iler*  bo  kept  pressing  on  Abncr.  which  left  the  latter  no  other  ' 
rvsuum*  than  to  run   liiiii   though  with  a  spear,  and  he  fell 
down  and  died. 

Joab  and  Abishai  had  al«o  cuotinued  the  pursuit,  and  the 
nu  W(Mit  down  when  they  wore  conie  In  the  hill  of  Animah,  , 
that  lies  before  Giah,  by  the  way  of  ihe  wildernosB  ofGibcon. 
And  the  chihlren  of  Benjamin  gutherod  themsclres  together,  | 
after  Abner,  and  became  one  troop,  and  stood  on  the  lop  of  a  ] 
hill.     Aboer  now  thoug^ht  it  prudent  to  bent  a  parley,  and 
raUed  upon  Joah  to   put  a  slop  to  the  pursuit;  upon  wliich 
tlie  latter,  who    pnil>ably    had    received    itislnir-iiona   fruml 
Darid  to  confine  his  operations  to  self  defence,  blew  a  tnini-  ' 
pflt,  and  all  his  people  stood  (flill,  and  purHU(^d  aOer  Israel  no 
munst  aeitltcr  fought  Ifaey  any  nuire.     Abner  cro£s»ed  uverJ 
ionho,  and  returned  to  Midiaoaim,  through  Bithrun,  with 
Uw  loift  of  3(tO  men  ;  whereas  Joab's  loss  amounted  only  to 
19*  twndis   the   swiO    footed  Asahel.     And   (hey   took    up. 
Ajafari,  and  buried  him  in  the  M^puldire  of  hia  father,  whieh  < 
«a«  in  Btrlhlehem.     And  Joikh  and  bis  men  went  all  nighf, 
and  ihey  ranie  lo  Hebron  at  break  of  day.* 

The  war»  however,  thus  begun,  wan  rontinunl ;  and  David 
waxed  >tra«iger  and  stronger  ;  but  the  hous*;  of  Suiil  uiixefl 
weaker  and  weaker,  Abner  and  Uhboshelh  having  quarrel- 
ifdaboai  Rizpah,  one  of  Saul's  concabines,  the  former  be- 
rame  if rt"  wrolb,  and  sware  solfmnlv,  that  lie  would  fraiwlnte 
the  kinploni  from  the  house  of  .S;inl,  and  set  up  the  throne  of 
David  over  Israel  and  over  Judah,  frooi  Dan  even  lo  Beer- 
■heba.  And  accordingly  he  sent  mesw^tjers  to  David,  pro- 
podoif  to  make  a  league  with  bim,  and  to  bring  all  Israel 
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unto  him.  Aware  of  the  parpose  of  God,  David  acceded  to 
this  {voposal,  and  made  only  one  fitipnlation,  viz. :  that  he 
shoidd  bring  David's  wife,  Michal,  with  him,  whom  Saal, 
when  he  had  driven  David  from  his  presence,  had  ^ven 
to  Phalti,  the  son  of  Lakh.*  In  order  to  accomplish 
which  object,  David  also  sent  messengers  of  his  own  to 
Ishbosheth,  who  immediately  complied  and  sent,  and  took 
Michal  from  Phalti,  the  son  of  Laish  ;  and  her  husband 
went  with  her,  weeping  behind  her,  as  far  as  Bahmrim, 
when,  by  the  commaiid  of  Abner,  he  quitted  her,  and  le- 
tumed.t 

Abner,  having  won  over  the  eldeis  of  Israel  and  Benjamin 
to  his  purpose,  went  to  David  in  Hebron,  to  report  his  success, 
and  took  with  him  twenty  men,  for  whom  David  made  a 
feast;  after  which  Abner  went  away,  promising  that  he 
would  gather  all  Israel  to  make  a  league  with  David,  that  he 
ifiight  reign  over  all  that  his  heart  desired. 

Abner  had  hardly  quitted  Hebron,  when  Joab,  with  a  band 
of  soIdioB,  returned  from  some  expedition,  and  brought  in 


( soon  as  Diivid  wag  made  arquainM  with  this  act  of 
sinatiQii,  he  declared  his  own  innocfnce,  aiid  (hat  he  ami 
his  kinirdoni  were  gtiillless  Itefore  Jehovah  forercr,  from  the 
hluocl  of  AbrHT,  the  siui  of  Ner;  and  pruiiuuuccd  ii  curse  n\»>u 
the  hind  of  Ji>.th  and  all  his  fathrr'6  house,  (hat  ihcrc  shutijd 
nut  fnil  fruiii  his  Iwuse  unc  that  had  an  i.ssite,  ur  that  wa«  a 
lrt»er,  or  that  leaned  on  a  staff,  or  that  fell  on  the  sword,  «>r 
ibat  should  lack  bread*. 

Nut  satibfied  with  (his,  David  onlered  a  public  funeral  for 
Abuer,  ami  buried  him  in  Hebron,  going:  him.self  as  chief 
muunKT^and  compelling  Joab  also  to  attend  the  funcral,t  and 
nuking  all  the  people  rend  their  cluihcs  and  ^ird  themaclvi^ 
with  KiL'kclutb.  Neither  uotdd  he  eat  any  meat  till  the  sun 
went  down,  and  all  the  people  weni  ple-ased  :  fur  whatever 
ihe  kitig  dill  ph'osed  thein.  And  David  said,  "  Know  ye  nul 
thai  Ihere  ia  a  prince  and  a  gjeat  man  fulk>n  this  day  in 
Jpmel?  And  I  am  ihiti  day  weak,  though  anointed  king; 
'^d  ihcae  iiu^u,  the  sous  of  /eruiah,  be  too  hard  for  me : 
JrboTah  shall  re«-ard  tbo  doer  of  eril,  according  to  hiit 
wickedauai.**^ 

As  aoon  ait  Ubboshcth  heard  that  Abncr  was  slain,  his 
^Hiila  became  (eeble,  and  all  the  Israelites  were  lrouble<l ; 
tltd  Baanah  and  Kechab,  two  of  his  uAiccrs,  aasas^natetl  him 
■s  he  lay  on  hi&  bed  in  the  beat  of  the  day,  and  cut  off  his 
head,  and  look  it  o  David  in  Hebron,  and  wad,  Behold  llie 
head  of  Uhhosheth,  the  son  of  Saul,  thine  enemy,  which 
Hwght  thy  life ;  anil  Jebovah  bath  avenged  my  lord  Ihe  kini^ 


«  2  Sim.  lii.  80. 

of  the  flrtl  acW  of  Ehiul,  Emprrnr  of  Rusiln,  nftcr  tlic 

>  of  hli  molhrr,  Catherine  11.,  wnt  to  exhumate  ttie  cofpte  of 

faU  father.  Peter  Ml.,  and  hate  ii  relnierred  with  all  the  pomp  and 

rntmaaj  of  a  royal  funeral ;  eorapirlliof  Count  Orloff,  hii  repaleil 

■nvfderer,  to  attend  a*  pnikcipal  uocikkr  ! 

{  8  Sam.  ill.  8B,  39. 
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this  day  of  Saul,  and  of  his  seed.*  But  Darid  said  to  iheni, 
a<t  Jotiovah  livolli,  who  halh  redeemed  my  soul  out  of  all 
advprsily,  when  one  told  nw,  iiavTiiff,  b*?hoW  Said  is  ilead, 
thinking  lo  have  brooght  guud  tidiu<pi,  I  look  hold  of  him, 
and  slew  him  in  Ziklag,  who  thoui^ht  Ihal  I  would  have  gfiven 
him  a  reward  for  his  tidings  :  how  much  more  then  when 
wicked  men  have  slain  n  righteous  person,  in  his  own  hotun 
upon  his  bed  ?  Shall  I  not,  therefore,  now  require  his  bloud  at 
your  hand,  and  take  you  awny  from  the  earth  >  And  David 
commanded  bis  young  men,  and  they  slew  them,  and  cut  uft* 
their  liand«  and  their  feet,  and  hanged  them  np  over  the  pMl 
in  Hebron.  But  they  look  the  head  of  hthboeheth,  and 
buried  it  in  the  sepulchre  of  Abner,  in  Hebron.f 

Immediately  afVer  the  death  of  l.s))bo$heth,  there  bejii|f 
none  of  the  issue  of  Saul  left,  except  Mepbilwsheth,  thefcm 
of  Jonathan,  who  was  now  only  five  years  old,  and  had  been 
lame  from  his  infancy,^  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  came  to  Darid 
unto  Hebron,  «ying  to  him,  l»ehold,  we  are  thy  bono  ajid 
thy  flesh.  Aim  in  lime  [last,  when  Saul  was  king  aver  tra,  ^| 
Ibou  wast  he  that  ledtK^I  nut  and  hroughtest  in  Israel,  and 
Jehovah  aaid  to  thco,  thou  shalt  feed  my  people  Israel,  and 
thiiu  shalt  \»  n  captain  over  Israel.  So  all  the  elders  of 
Israel  came  to  the  king  to  Hebron  :  and  King  David  made  a 
league  with  them,  in  Hebron,  before  Jehovah;  and  they 
anointed  David  king  over  IsraeLS 

Either  upon  this  occasion,  or  progTeniTely  daring  the  war 
occaaioDod  by  the  death  of  Saul,  David  had  collected  a  largQ  ^| 
army,  for  the  following  are  thr  numbers  of  the  bamU  that 
were  ready  armed  to  the  war,  and  came  to  David  to  Hebrun, 
tu  turn  the  kingdom  of  Saul  to  him,  according  to  (he  word  of 
Jehovah.   The  chiklrcn  of  Judah,  thai  bear  idiield  and  spear, 
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were  ax  Uiousand  aud  right  Itundretl,  reocl^  amctl  \o  the 
Of  ihe  children  of  Simeon,  mighty  mwi  of  Tuluiir  (or 
the  war,  sercn  thousand  and  one  hundred.  Of  tho  chihiren 
uf  Leri,  four  ihotisand  and  six  hundred.  And  Jehoiada  was 
f  he  leader  of  the  Aarooitcs,  and  with  him  were  three  thou- 
Kind  and  seren  hundred  ;  »nd  /:u)ok,  a  yoiin^  man,  mighty 
ofTslmirtUid  of  Ids  falhcr'il  house,  tweuir  and  two  captiiins^ 
Aiul  of  the  children  of  Benjamin,  the  kindred  of  Saul,  three 
fhot— nd.  for  hilherli)  the  grealeiil  |Kirt  of  thfui  had  kept  Ihe 
waid  of  the  house  of  Saul.  Am]  of  the  children  of  Ephmim, 
(wvnty  th(>ii«and  and  eic^ht  huivlred,  mi|;hly  men  of  v;dnnr4 
lOUB  thmu^huut  tlie  house  of  their  fathers.  AikI  of  the 
tribe  of  ^'^lanasHeh,  eighteen  thousand,  which  were  ex- 
prcwd  by  aame  to  come  and  iimkf  David  king-.  And  of  tliA 
rhildrouuf  (isachar,  which  won'  men  thai  bad  understanding 
of  the  limcft,  to  know  what  IsTAfl  ought  to  do ;  the  \wiu\s  of 
were  two  homlrcd;  aud  all  Iheir  brethren  were  at  Ihcir 
iBsdmeut.  Of  Zehiilun,  such  as  went  forth  to  battle, 
fnpert  in  war,  with  all  instrumnnts  of  war,  fifty  Ihoiisuiid, 
which  ro«dd  kei*p  rank:  Ihcy  were  not  of  double  heart.  Atid 
nf  Naphiali,  a  thousand  captains,  and  with  them  willi  $|iiehl 
Klift  ipenr,  thirty  and  seven  ihousaud.  And  of  the  Dunlt'^s, 
expert  in  war,  twenty  and  eight  thousand  and  six  hundrrtL 
And  of  Asbcr,  such  as  went  forth  to  battle,  expert  in  waTi 
fiirty  ihmuand.  AikI  on  the  other  slili?  of  Jordan,  of  the 
Rmbeuifoi,  and  the  (>udites,  and  the  tudf  tribe  of  Mana»yh 
vit  h  all  manner  of  instruments  of  war  for  the  Imttle,  an  huniln*d 
and  Iwoaly  iboosand.  All  these  men  of  war,  iliat  could  keep 
nnlt,  came  with  a  perfect  heart  to  Hebron,  to  make  DnvJil 
kingovrr  all  Israel,  and  all  Ihe  rest  also  of  Israel  were  of  one 
boart  10  tuake  David  king.  And  there  they  were  with  David 
tbrev  daya,  eating  and  drinking  :  for  their  brethren  had  pre- 
LjMred  for  them.  Moreover  they  that  were  nigh  them,  cTcn 
Fwito  lauchar,  and  Zebutun,  and  >aphtali,  brought  bread  nn 
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IBBt  and  on  camels,  and  on  males,  and  on  oxen  ;  and  ni«at, 
meal,  cakes  of  figs,  and  buncheu  uf  raUins  and  wine,  and  oil, 
and  oxen,  and  sheep,  abundantly :  for  there  wa«  juy  in 
Israt'l.* 

Amon^  the  various  idolatrous  nations  -wliicli  inhabited 
the  land  of  Canaan,  al  the  time  of  Iho  Exodvu,  and  who  weru 
to  be  extirpalt-d*  by  tho  express  cuiiiiiinnd  of  Jehovah,  wcri* 
(he  Jebuaitns,  who  were  deM'eiidiiiitf)  of  Canaan,^  the  son  of 
Ham,  the  third  son  uf  \oab.  They  dwelt  in  the  iiiounla)ns§ 
of  Palestine,  and  pari  of  their  country  was  in  the  lot  of  Benja- 
ntin,  and  part  in  the  lot  of  Judab,  neither  of  which  tribes, 
however,  had  ever  been  able  to  drive  them  out,i|  or  take 
Jernsaleai,  their  capital  city,  which  was  so  irapre^able,  both 
by  natare  and  art,  as  almost  to  bid  deKance  to  the  miaiiles 
then  made  use  of  in  siege's. 

It  was  so  strong  al  (he  accession  of  David,  that  when  be 
approachc*!  the  city  with  his  troops,  itie  Jcbusites  said  unto 
hini,1T  except  llwii  takeaway  the  blind  and  the  laine»**  tlwu 
shalt  not  come  in  hither:  thinkin»',  David  raitnot  come  in 
hither.  Daiid  immediately  issued  a  pn*clai»ation,  that  who- 
soever ahuuld  gel  up  to  Ibe  gutter,  and  gmite  the  JebusitM 
firit,  and  the  lame,  and  the  blind,  that  were  hated  of  David's 
sutil,  Hhuuld  be  chief  and  captain  :  upon  uhich  Juab  wrnt 
first  np.tt  and  the  castle  or  stron;;  hohl  uf  Sinn,  the  chief 
dependence  of  the  JebusitM  was  taken,  aiul  obtained  the  pro- 
mised rewanL  And  David  tltereupou  PAlablisbed  hintaelf  ia 
Ibe  castle,  whence  thai  quarter  uf  Jenualem  was  called  itia 
city  of  David.  And  he  built  the  city  round  about  even  from 
Millo  round  about  and  inward  :  and  Joab  repairetl  the  md 
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of  the  city.  And  David  went  on,  and  wuied  greater  and 
grcAler,  fur  Johovah  of  Hosts  was  with  him.* 

Aa  iood  as  the  Philistiucs  beard  that  David  had  bevn 
anointed  kin^  over  Ismel,  ltk<y  canie  up  to  seek  him,  and 
^mad  thpOMnhcs  in  the  valley  of  Repbaim  ;  and  when 
David  beard  of  it,  ho  went  down  to  the  hold;  and  Ijc 
eiiqiiiivd  of  Jvhovah  whethpr  h«  should  encounter  them,  and 
if  hi*  should  ht!  snccpusiul  :  and  Jehuv:ih  pn)UiiM'd  to  deliver 
them  into  hij  hand.  And  David  came  to  Baal  Perazim,  and 
Muote  Ihitn  there,  and  saiil,  Jehovah  hath  broken  forth  upon 
riiiiie  cnt-'Uiies  by  mini!  hand,  a.s  the  bn'ach  of  watiTS.  And 
there  thi-y  left  their  images  and  David  and  his  u>«n  burncfl 
them  with  fire.f 

EoraKcd  at  this  defeat,  and  the  loss  of  their  Idols,  the 
Phililtiim  returned  lo  the  charge  in  such  ntmibets,  an  a^aiu 
t<r  spread  tbemsdvea  over  the  valley  of  Rcpliaim.  When 
David  eiiqoired  of  Jcboviih,  he  ordered  him  not  to  go  up 
after  lhi*ui,  that  u,  not  to  engaj^  in  a  pitched  buttle  with 
ihfMn,  perreivinj;  (hat  ihoir  enemies  were  now  in  aiirh  force, 
tiiat  his  chosen  servant,  and  his  army,  would  be  in  danger, 
unless  be  look  the  aflair  more  immediately  into  his  own  haniU, 
Gmi  Iherefore  dirertet)  David  to  fetch  a  compass  about  them, 
ur  get  behind  them,  nud  lay  an  ambush  over  against  Konie 
mulberry  trees;  he  was  to  bestir  himself  when  be  heard  a 
noise  in  the  tops  of  the  mulberry  Irees,^  ami  go  out  to  battle, 
for  thai  then  Jehovah  would  go  out  before  him,  and  smite 
the  hoMl  uf  iho  Philistines.     And  David  did  so,  as  Jehovah 

•9SuB.  f.9,  10.  1  Chr.  ai.9.  fS  Sam.  v.  90.  I  Cbr.  xW.  19. 
;  "  How  U  it  that  sneh  suf>«nistuf«t  direction*  nm)  uiUlaaces 
•r#  M%\  conmonlcslcd  now  t  Because  they  aro  not  *»ko«l  for.  be. 
mnethryarft  not  eipected;  and  ihey  ire  not  expected,  becau** 
■ra  havR  ool  failh  ■  and  Ihry  have  not  faith,  bccsuse  tbey  are  ander 
a  rrrtoed  •pitit  of  ■ihrism,  and  hare  do  iplritual  intercourse  with 
tbHr  Mftktr.     Wb«  believes  Ibat  Qod  tees  all  things,  and  is  every- 
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bad  coninian<lc(l  him,  and  sniuto  tlic  Philistines  from  Gcba 
until  ibou  come  to  Gaznr.*  And  the  fame  of  Uand  went  out 
iiito  all  lands  :  imd  Jehovah  brought  Ihc  fear  nf  him  upon 
all  nutioiLS.+ 

It  was  probably  ibe  fame  of  thoa^  two  grt'at  victories  that 
induced  Hiram,  king  of  IStp,  to  send  nusscii^ers  tn  David 
with  cedar  trees,  and  carpenters,  :ind  niasuns,  wherewith  ll»ey 
built  him  a  house  :  and  Davi<l  pi*rri>ivefl  thai  Jehi>v:ih  had 
established  him  king  over  Israel,  and  iIijh  Iu'  had  exulted  bis 
kingdom  for  his  people  Israel's  ijike,^ 

Tlh-  holy  ark  of  CotI»  whose  nntne  i.s  cnllfil  by  tin-  name  of 
Jchovnh  uf  Hosts,  that  dwellolh  beiwi^en  Ibe  rlifruhirng ;  tj 
sometimes  termed  the  ark  of  the  Vmenant,]!  and  somRtimes 
the  ark  uf  testimony ,K  and  which  had  lMH;n  made  in  tht>  wil- 
derness, by  IJezaled,**  pursuant  to  the  command  of  Jeho- 
vidi  to  Mose.s,tt  and  where  Jehovah  had  promised  lo  inert 
with  him,  and  to  cwnmune  with  him  from  alwvt.-  the  mercy- 
scat,  from  between  the  iwii  chcruliinis,  of  ;iH  ihin!;s  which  hi* 
would  ^ vc  him  in  nmmiundmcnt  unto  the  rhl  Idrvn  nf  Ismel^^^ 
had  remaiued  with  them,  and  constituted  their  rnmfort  and 
distinction  amongst  the  nations,  till  the  fatal  battle  of  Apbek,g§ 
when  Hopbni  and  Phiut>lia<s  the  sons  uf  Eli,  IIip  high  prit^st, 
were  both  slain  :  and  Ji-huvati,  fur  llie  humiliation  vf  his 
people,  and  as  it  proved  in  tlu'  HrqucI  lor  the  real  ndvatvrr* 
ment  of  bis  own  glor}',  suftrred  this  sarred  sy-mbol  to  he 
taken  by  the  Philistines. 

wli«r«  ?    W)w  tupiKWM  that  he  ooncems  himself  with  the  ablr*  of 

Ills  ereaiur»f  M'ho  acknowledges  htm  In  bIUiU  ways  !  Who  put* 

not  his  owQ  wisOom.  prutlcaee,  and  strength,  in  ttir  plac»  of  God 

Almifcbly  !     Rcfti]«r,  hant  tboti  fnllli  in  Out)  ?  then  i-xcrcUe  it,  eul- 

iWatc  it,  ami  thoti  tnayrat  rrinmc  tnoimlnlnii."     Ad.  Clarke- 

•»«am,  ».a>.  +1  Chr.  xlv.  17. 
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unhallowed  bost,  however,  soon  found  they  had  ao*- 
IHred  too  daitji^rous  an  inmate  ;  for  nut  only  was  lh(-ir  grpAt  I 
idol  Dagua  dashed  tu  pie(*t>s  Ix-foro  it,  hut  the  hand  of  God 

»W3S  heavy  upoo  the  men  of  Ashdod,  of  Gaih,  and  of  Ekron, 
Mid  wherever  the  ark  remained  ;  so  that  there  was  a  deadly 
dotntction  throughout  all  iIirIt  cities,  the  inhabitants  being* 
aflecled  in  ao  unusual  a  maiiitcr,  as  tu  bespeak  the  finger  of  ^ 
God  ;  and  in  their  agonies  they  exclaimed,  "  Send  away  the 
ark  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  let  it  go  a^in  to  his  own  place, 
ihAl  it  slay  us  not,  and  our  people."* 

Tbs  PtiilisciDes  having  placed  the  ark  upon  a  new  cart, 
with  goldni  emerods  and  goldeti  mice  as  a  trespass  offering, 
•ent  it  oD  iti  way,  drawn  hy  two  milch  kine.f  It  arrived  at 
Bethaheoicsh,  when  the  Levite-H  took  out  the  jewels  of  gold,  ' 
uh)  tJM  men  of  Betluihemesh  otfered  burnt  ofTerings,  and  ' 
I  Mcrifi<!«d  sacrifices  onto  Jehovah;  but  having  presumed  to 
lofik  into  the  ark,  the  nutiiide  even  of  whirh  wa«  not  tu  be 
Mwn  uucftvered  by  the  Levites  who  carried  il,^  50,070§  of 
tbeoi  were  cmitlen  with  a  great  slaughter. 

TerriBed  with  thi.t  disajttcr,  they  sent  mnsengcrs  to  the 
inh;ihitaDts  of  Kirjathjearim,  saying.  The  Philistines  have 
brouglit  again  the  ark  of  Jehovali :  come  ye  down,  and  fetch  i 
it  up  lo  you.  And  the  men  uf  Kirjatbjcarira  came,  and 
fetched  the  ark  uf  Jehovah,  and  brought  it  into  the  bouse  of 
AlUudab  in  tho  bill,  and  aanclified  Eleazar,  his  son,  to  keep  , 
UwukoftheLord.il 

It  is  renorkablo  that,  during  the  whole  reign  of  Sanl,  na 

rion  whatever  ia  made  uf  the  ark,  and  more  especially 
sAttr  Samuers  death,  and  io  his  greatt^i  extremity,  that 


•I8«i.  V.  !I.  t  '  Sam.  Ti.7.  J  Numb,  iv.  \  6.  Ift. 

\  %t»n  aad  Ad.  Cltrfce,  oa  1  Ssn.  tI-  W^  snppose  it  should  b«] 

70  only, 

U  I  Sam.  VLSI.  vU.l. 


UAVIO. 


Iiad  commnmiod  him,  nnd  innuit?  llie  Philistint-s  from  Geo 
iintU  lliuu  cumo  1y  Ciiwcr."  And  iIr'  fame  uf  l>Avid  went  onl 
tnlO  all  IiukIm  :  and  Jehovah  brought  the  fear  of  him  upon 
nil  nilti>iu.t 

ll  wiu  pnilKiUly  the  fiinic  of  ihesc  two  great  Ticlori«s  that 
hitluf^c^l  ilirnni,  kinf;  uf  Tjtp,  to  send  mcssciifrera  to  David 
with  n-ihir  trui*s,  and  carponlers,  and  masons,  whorcwith  tbcy 
liiilli  him  u  hoiMo  :  and  David  penfived  thai  Jphuvah  had -J 
f<«tubliHh<'tl  him  king  over  Urapl,  and  Uiui  Im'  had  exoltrd  bn 
kiiig^loni  fitr  hiM  propli-  Israid's  ^ke.^ 

Thi*  hnly  nrk  nf  (>od,  whuAP  namr  is  callH  by  the  name  of  4 
Ji'hoviih  uf  HuHls,  Uiat  dwolleih   between  the  cheruhiins ;  § 
it<tni<Miino«  lomied  the  nrk  vf  ihe  rnienantfH  and  si^ntetimes 
Iho  krik  of  imtimony.H  am)  whii-b  had  been  made  in  Ibe  wJU 
dtnti'M,  bv    llo/flltH'),**  pursuant  to  ihc  command  of  Jeho-  ' 
T«h  to  MoiHui,it  nnd  whrrc  Jchutah  had  promised  tu  mrol  , 
with  !dm»  and  lo  coiiunune  with  bim  from  above  (ho  mercy- j 
icfll,  friim  iM'lwivn  tho  twochfnibims,  of  all  thin^  whirh  ho 
U'uulit  Kivt>himinr(ininmndmeul  ttntti  the  rbildrcn  of  Isme),^^ 
had  r«»mitiniHl  with  them,  and  conslitutofl  their  romfurt  nml 
i)ialiiiriltinumiin|;r«t  Ihenatinnn,  till  tho  fatal  battle  of  Aphek,$ii 
wlu'ii  llophni  urn)  Phinehnv,  Ihe  tons  of  EU,  tl>e  hig^h  pri<r!tt, 
WOP'  hcilh  »lnin  :    nnd  Ji^JKivali,  (\t  the  humiliation  of  his  j 
IH'OpI''.  iMid  a*  it  pruned  in  the  tu^qurl  for  ihe  real  adv«nri>- 
uu'ul  id'  hia  own  glof^',  suffered  Ihia  tocred  n^mbol  to  fa* 
uk.-  1--'.   t".-^ 
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liost,  however,  soon  found  they  had  ac- 

;<  an  inmate ;  for  not  only  was  their  great 

■  >-.ii(:i.i  to  pieces  before  it,  but  the  hand  of  God 

■  I  ho  men  of  Ashdod,  of  Gath,  and  of  Ekron, 

...4  liu!  ark  remained  ;  so  that  there  was  a  deadly 

•It  >iii-uughout  all  their  cities,  the  iohabitants  being 

.  i  -.ij  miusual  a  manner,  as  to  beqieak  the  finger  of 

.i-<  ill  tlieir  agonies  they  exclaimed,  **  Send  away  the 

.  iurj  God  of  Israel,  and  let  it  go  again  to  lus  own  [dace, 

.  L  -.l.iy  us  not,  and  our  people."* 

,.  ,>'.  INiiUstines  having  placed  the  ark  upon  a  new  cart, 

.  gulden  emends  and  gold^  mice  as  a  tre^aas  o&ring, 

.lI  it  un  its  way,  drawn  by  two  milch  kine.f    It  arrived  at 

It-itishemedi,  when  the  Levites  took  out  the  jewela  of  gold, 

:iN(l  the  men  of  Bethshemesh  offered  burnt  ofieringB,  and 

>j(Tificed sacrifices  unto  Jehovah;   but  having  pTOsamed  to 

Uittk  into  the  ark,  the  outside  even  of  which  was  not  to  be 

seen  nncovered  by  the  Leyitea  who  carried  it,$  dO,070§  of 

them  wore  smitten  with  a  great  slaughter. 

Terrified  with  this  disaster,  they  sent  meaaei^erB  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Kiijathjearim,  saying.  The  Philistines  have 
bronght  again  the  aik  of  Jehovah :  come  ye  down,  and  fetch 
it  op  to  you.  And  the  men  of  Kirjathjearim  came,  and 
fetched  the  ark  of  Jehovah,  and  brought  it  into  the  house  of 
Abinadab  in  the  hill,  and  sanctified  Eleazar,  his  son,  to  keep 
tbearicoftheLord.il 

It  is  remarkable  that,  during  the  whole  reign  of  Saul,  no 
mention  whatever  ia  made  of  the  ark,  and  more  esppcially 
that  after  Samoera  death,  and  in  his  greatest  extremity,  that 
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muiiarcli  betook  himself  to  tlie  practLsers  of  witchcraft,  rather 
than  to  the  appointed  means  orcuniiiitiuicalion  between  God 
nml  his  [H^nple.  No  dimbl  he  was  wellacquainl***!  with  what 
liad  beta]|i.>n  the  Thiliiitinc^  and  th(*  men  of  Bolhslieinesh.and, 
conscious  of  his  own  awful  departure  from  God,  he  dared  not 
encotliiter  thi«  holy  Kvmhot ;  Init  still  it  mi^ht  hare  l)een 
expected  he  would  have  applied  to  some  of  tlie  priests  and 
Lcvilcs- 

Oand,  however,  was  no  sooner  in  a  state  of  comparative 
imnqiiillitr,  ituui,  anxiuiiH  to  repossrtss  Ihis  pulladituu  of 
Israel,  lie  cuiiKulte^l  wiili  the  raptaiiiK  of  ihotuauds,  and 
hundreds,  and  with  every  leader,  and  said  unio  all  the 
con^re^^ation  of  Israel,  "  If  it  seem  pood  unIo  you,  and  that  it 
he  of  Jehovah  our  God,  lot  us  send  abroad  unto  our  brethren 
every  whore,  that  are  left  in  nil  the  land  of  Israel,  and  vith 
theui  aho  to  the  |iriests  and  Levites,  which  arc  id  ifaeir  cities 
ami  (udjurbs,  that  they  may  gather  themselves  unto  us;  and 
lei  tu  brin>;  a^ain  the  ark  of  our  God  to  na :  for  wc  enquired 
not  at  it  in  the  da^-s  uf  Saul.  And  all  the  congre^tion 
tiaid  (hut  they  would  du  no :  for  the  thing  was  right  in  Ihe 
nyes  of  all  the  people,*'* 

♦*  So  David  piithered  together  all  the  chosen  men  of  Ismid, 
3I),IHM>,  from  8liihor  of  Egv-pt,  even  unto  the  entering  of 
llimiath,  to  bring  the  art  of  God  fmm  Kirjathjeariui.  Ami 
David  arust?,  and  went  up  with  all  the  |>eople  that  wure  with 
him  to  Baatah.t  thai  U  lu  fCirjathjcarim,  wliirh  belongcti  In 
Judah,  to  bring  up  fnjui  thence  the  ark  of  God,  Jehorab, 
tluit  dwelleth  between  the  chenibiins,  whose  name  is  calM 
on  it.  And  ihey  set  the  ark  of  God  upon  a  new  cart,  and 
bruDght  it  out  of  (he  house  uf  Abinadib,  that  was  in  Git>rah ; 
and  Uzxah  and  Ahto,  the  sons  of  Al»inadab,  drave  the  new 
cart.     And  David  and  all  the  house  of  Israel  played  befor« 
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JeboTah  with  all  their  inig^t,  and  with  Bing;ixig,  and  on  all 
manner  of  instnuDents  made  of  fir  wood,  even  on  harps,  and 
on  psaltriea,  and  on  timbrels,  and  on  comets,  and  on  tymbals, 
and  on  tmropeta."* 

An  incident,  however,  took  pla<%  upon  this  occasion, 
which  materially  diminished  the  general  joy ;  Iw  the  oxen 
which  drew  the  cart  having  stumbled,  and  shook  the  ark, 
Uzzah  pot  fwth  his  hand  and  touched  it,  in  order  t«  steady 
it ;  when  the  anger  of  Jehovah  was  kindled  against  him,  and 
he  smote  him,  becanse  he  put  his  hand  to  the  ark,t  and  there 
be  died  before  God.$ 

David  disco'rered  an  nnaanctified  spirit  in  being  di^leased 
open  this  occasion,  and  called  the  name  of  the  place  Perez 
Uzzah ;  and  he  was  so  afraid  of  Jehovah  that  day,  that  he  said. 
How  «hsll  I  bring  the  ark  of  Jehovah  to  me  ?  and  instead  of 
attempting  to  remove  it  into  the  city  of  David,  he  carried  it 
into  the  house  of  Obededom,  the  Gittite.  And  the  ark  of 
Gffd  continued  in  the  house  of  Obededom,  the  Gittite,  three 
months:  and  Jehovah  blessed  Obededom,  and  all  his  bouse. 
hold.§ 

Upon  being  told  that -Jehovah  had  blessed  the  house  of 
Obededom,  because  of  the  ark  of  God,  he  prepared  a  place, 
and  pitched  a  tent  for  it  in  the  city  of  David ;  but,  before  he 
attempted  to  remove  it  again,  ho  took  care  to  have  every 
thing  properly  arranged  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  that 
no  further  miscarriage  might  take  place.  For  he  said,  none 
ought  to  carry  the  ark  of  God,  but  the  Levites,  for  them  hath 
Jehovah  chosen  to  carry  the  ark  of  God,  and  to  minister  unto 
him  for  ever.  And  David  assembled  the  children  of  Aaron 
and  the  Levites  to  the  number  of  862,  and  he  called  for 
Zaflok  and  Abiathar,  the  priests;   and  for  the  Levites,  Uriel, 
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Asiiah,  Joel,  Sbemaiah,  Eliel,  and  Aminadab ;  and  said  mrto 
tbeiu,  )'R  are  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  ihc  Lcvites:  ranctify 
yourselves,  both  ye  and  ywir  bretbren,  tliat  ye  may  bring  up 
the  ark  of  Jehovah,  God  of  Israel,  unto  the  place  that  1  have 
prepared  for  it.  For  because  ye  did  it  nut  at  the  finil, 
Jehovah  our  God  made  a  breach  upon  us,  for  tliat  we  sought 
him  nut  after  the  due  order.* 

And  the  children  of  the  Levites  bar«>  the  aik  of  God  upon 
tlieir  shoulders,  with   the  sLtves  thereon,  as   Moses  com- 
manded,t  according  to  the  word  of  Jeburah.     And  David 
spake  to  (he  chief  of  the  Levites,  to  appoint  their  brethren  to 
be  singers,  with  instruments  of  imisie;  all  which  was  done 
accordingly.     And  David,  and  the  elders  of  Israel,  and  the 
captains  over  thousands,  went  to  bring  up  the  ark  of  the  I 
covenant  of  Jehovah,  out  of  ihe  house  of  Obededom,  into  the 
city  of  David,  with  gladm-ss.     And   it  came  to  pass,  that! 
when  the  Lcvites  that  bare  the  ark  of  Jehovuh  bad  gone  sixi 
pacM,  and  God  heI|>»Hl  them,  David  Racrificed  seven  bullocks 
and  »even  rams.     And  David  was  rlntlKil  with  a  nitu'  of  fine 
linen,  and  all  the  Lcvitot)  thai  l>an<  the  urk,  and  the  liingFrt,] 
and  ('henaniah,  the  master  of  the  song,  with   the  singprs;] 
and  David  danced  before  Jrhovati  with  all  lii^t  might,  andi 
was  girded  with  a  linen  ephod.     Thus  David  and  nil  thi* 
hoOBP  of  Israel    hruught  up   the   ark   of  the   covenant  of 
Jchovab.  with  shnuting,  and  with  mund  of  the  mntet,  and 
with   trumpets,   and    with    cymbals,  making  a  notae  with 
pssllries  and  hnrps.^ 

And  Ihey  hroii;*bt  the  urk  of  Jehovah,  and  SAt  it  in  M»i 
place,  in  the  niidsl  of  the  lent  that  David  had  pitched  for  it;] 
and  David  offered  litirnt  fuirrifirefl  imd  [rf-sce  nfferings  befor 
Jvbovab.     And  at  mon  u  he  had  made  an  end  of  Ihe  fir 
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duly,  be  prAfcedf^d  to  bWis  the  pPopU  in  the  name  of  Jchox'ah 
of  Hosts;  and  appointed  certain  of  the  Levitrs  tii  minister 
belbre  the  ark  of  Jrh<i>Hli>  and  to  record,  and  to  thauk  and 
pniisp  Jehovah,  God  of  (sniol,  with  instruments  uf  music 
eoDlinutdIv  before  tite  nrk  of  (he  covenant  of  God ;  and  deli- 
ircfpd  into  the  hand  of  Asaph  and  his  brethren  the  followi 
pnlm  :•  **  Civo  ihunki^  unto  Johovah,  rail  upon  his  name, 
make  known  his  di-eds  among  the  piiiple.  Sin|;^  unto  hiin^, 
•ing  psalrat  unto  him,  talk  }r«  of  all  his  wondrviw  workATJ 
Glory  TO  in  hi»  hoir  name ;  lot  the  heart  of  them  rejoice 
that  seek  Jehovah.  Seek  Jehovah  and  hia  strength,  seek 
his  faiw  rontiDunUV'  Keinemtier  his  manellous  works  that 
he  liath  doiM-s  his  wonders,  and  the  judpin-nts  nf  hi»  muuth : 
O  ye  tvn\  of  l«r»el,  his  chosen  ones.  He  is  Jehovah,  oiif 
Cod;  hi^  jud^ienls  are  in  all  the  earth.  IJ^'  ye  mindful 
alwavs  of  hia  covenant ;  the  word  which  he  rutnmaniM  lo  a 
thmwuid  ^eiienliuns;  even  of  the  covenant  which  he  made 
wiih  Abraham,  and  nf  his  oath  unto  Isanr ;  and  hath  con* 
fimie«)  the  Mme  tu  Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to  Ismcl  for  an  ever- 
loatiu^  cwenont,  laying,  unto  tbec  will  I  ^vc  the  land  of 
Caaa:in,  the  lul  of  your  inheritunce ;  when  ve  wer<>  but  few, 
Mren  a  fctt,  and  stran^rs  in  it.  And  when  iln-y  went  from 
UQtiou  to  nation,  and  from  one  kingdotn  to  another  people  {i 
he  Biffered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong :  yea,  he  reprtivod  kin^ 
fur  their  sakea,  saying,  touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 
pruplielH  nu  harm.  Sin;j  nnto  Jehovah,  all  the  earth  ;  shew 
forth  from  day  to  day  his  salvation.  Declare  his  glory  among 
the  bfntlM*D ;  his  marvetloui»  works  among  alt  naiionfi.  For 
great  i«  Jehovah,  and  ^rvntly  to  be  praised :  he  also  in  to  b« 
Aau«d  above  all  ^kU.  For  all  the  go(U  of  the  people  are 
idolt:  but  Jt'ltovah  made  the  he^ivens.  Glory  and  honour  are 

*  Th«  text  njPft  find— probably  h«cailSfl  llie  wliobt  ot  ttin  psuloia 
wen  detireretl  by  htm  afterwartts  for  similar  purpoKt. 
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in  his  prpsnicc :  Blrcnjsrtli  And  g'ladnoss  art*  in  his  plarn.  G\\'9 
uato  Jehovalt,  ye  kindrodii  of  the  people,  give  unl»  Jchcivab 
glopr'and  iitrenf^h.  Oive  untu  Jehovih  Ibp  glury  due  uiilu  him 
name;  bring  auofferinj:,  and  come  bofyn'bim:  worehipjcho- 
vah  in  the  beauti'  of  holiness.      I-'ear  befurc  faini  all  the  earth  ; 
the  world  aUo  sliall  be  ^tdble,  that  it  be  not  moved.     Let  th< 
heaventt  be  glad,  ninl  lot  the  earth  rejotre  :  and  let  men  say 
among  the  a:itions.Ji>huTahreignelh.  Ix-tthenea  ruar,and  the 
fulness  thereof:     let  the  tieldij  rejoice,  and  :ill  thai  is  therein. 
Then  shall  the  trees  of  the  wood  sing  out  at  the  presence 
Jeho\ah,  because  be  cometh  to  judge  the  earth.     O  giv« 
thanks  untu  Jehuvah;    for  he  is  gofMl ;    fur  htR  iitercy  en- 
dureth   fur   ever.     And   say  ye,  save   us,   O    God   of  oiur 
salvation,  and  gather  us  logelber,  and  deliver  us  from 
heathen,  that  we  may  give  thanks  to  thy  holy  name,  and 
glory  in  thy  pnus«',     Ble&seil  be  Jehoval*,  God  of  Israel,  for 
ever  and  ever.     And  all  the  people  said  Amen,  aiKl 
Jebovah."* 

Su   David  led  Asaph  oud  his  bretliren  to  minister  befa 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  tifjehovuli  continually,  as  even  iUty'» 
work  required  :  and  OImiIimIihm   and   tlusah  to  lx>  porters; 
and  Zadok,  the  priest,  ajid  his  bnnhren,  tlic  jnicsts  befo; 
the  tabemarle   of  Ji>ho%ah,  in  the   hi^h   plate   that  vnts  atj 
Gibeun;  to  ofTtT  buntl  ntTfrinps  unto  Ji'hovah,  upim  the  ultnr' 
of  the  burnt  oflrringeontinually.mumtng  and  evening,  and  to 
4o  Motwdin^  to  all  that  is  wrilien  in  the  htw  of  Jehovah,  whirli 
(wcomnanded  licraeL    Ar>d  uiih  litem  Heman  and  Jodulhun, 
and  llic  rest  that  were  rhoaen.  (with  truuipels  and  c^nibalfl,  an4^| 
the  lUDsical   instrunients  of  GtMl),   who  were  cJtptOMOd  bj^^ 
name,  to  give  thanks  tn  .Irhovah,  tKyause  his  n«My  mdnMli 
for  pvrr.t  And  then,  wttli  a  pritKi»ly  magnifieenee,  he  dittri- 
buted  anioagxl   lh<>m  the  ruyal  bounty,  so  Uiol  evozy  he 


•  I  Chm.  xvl.  8—38. 
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mipbt  he  nude  g^htr),  fur  hp  gnve  to  the  whole  miiUitude,  Wh 
male  uul  fnmslc,  to  every  mit*  a  loiif  nf  breads  a  good  pi<>cc 
of  flesb,  and  u  flugxin  of  wine  :  st>  all  the  ptfople  (lepailed, 
i?T«iy  une  lo  his  own  bouse.* 

Having'  thus  dtechaq^  hLs  public  datjr,  the  monarch  k> 
tired  inio  ihe  Ixisuiti  uf  his  family,  in  unlcr  by  blew  his 
own  hoiuoliuld ;  when  be  cxpehcoccd  the  mortificution  ul' 
Anding'f  chat  bia  pious  nmduct  hail  exciiMl  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt uf  his  wife  Mirbal.  Thnnip^h  n  window  of  ihe  palare, 
1^  had  viewed  her  btuband  dancing  and  playing  lK>f«rp  J(>> 
boTah,  ftod  ibe  despised  him  in  her  heart.  Whether  thiit 
IMing  aroae  from  a  want  of  n  proper  aensi*  of  the  solemnity 
of  the  Mi,  a  tola!  indifferpnce  lo  God*H  ordinanrcs,  or  some 
rCAdne  that  Dairid  should  have  Ihe  honotir  of  reKtonng  lb« 
ark  of  God,  which  hpr  father  had  so  ninny  years  neglected, 
■hr  tanntiDgly  exclaimed,  *^  How  glorious  was  the  king 
of  |i»r»H  to-day,  who  uucovcrwl  biniself  in  the  eyes  of 
tbc  handmaids  of  his  serrants,  aa  one  of  the  rain  follows 
■hamelMriy  BBcovereth  himself!"  and  David  said  unto 
Michal,  **  It  was  before  Jehovah,  who  chose  me  bi'fore  ihy 
fiitber,  and  before  aU  his  house,  to  appuint  me  ruler  over  the 
peoplr  of  Jehovah,  over  Israel :  therefore  will  T  play  befiirfi 
Jehurah.  And  I  will  yet  be  more  vile  than  thuH^  and  will 
be  base  in  mine  own  sight :  and  of  the  maid-servants  which 
thoQ  hast  spoken  of:  of  them  shall  I  be  had  in  honour.*' 
Thiwefiire  Michal,  the  daughter  <jf  Saul,  had  no  child  unto 
the  day  of  her  death.f 

David  being  now  firmly  seated  on  Ihe  throne,  and  having 
completed  a  palace  for  hiii  own  rcAidt^nce,  and  (observing  bow 
difTen^ntly  the  ark  uf  Jehi>vah  was  circuniKtanced,  conceived 
the  piuuk  design  uf  enacting  a  niugnilirent  teuiple  for  its  re- 


•  f  Sam.  «i.  to.      1  Chron.  xvl.  3.  W. 

f  V  ilam.  vi.  90—93.     1  Chron.  xr.  99. 
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ception,  and  rommimicatcfl  fais  mietition  to  Nathun,  ttic 
prophnt,  who  (1ol>s  nut  uppi'ur  to  hnvc  expressed  any  dii»- 
approbatiou  iu  Uie  liril  iuslame. 

Uut  the  i5;iini'  nij^ht,  llie  wurd  ufjcbovah  canie  to  NathaO) 
with  the  fuHowing  prohibitory,  tbouvh  at  the  same  timo  eu- 
coum^iij^,  mtssafjo  for  David,  •'  Thus  »;iith  Jehuvah,  ihou 
shall  iiut  huild  mt>  n  hiiu»!  tu  dwell  in;*  fur  I  havii  nui 
dwelt  iu  a  bouse,  siitrc  the  day  that  1  brought  up  the  cbildrvu 
uf  Israel  out  of  Eg^pt,  evt>D  unto  this  day;  but  ha%-e  gone 
frutn  tont  to  toal,  :uid  wallied  in  a  tabernacle.  Wheri<«ocver 
1  have  walked  with  all  the  children  of  Israel,  spuko  I  a  word 
tu  any  of  the  judges  uf  Israel,  whuiu  I  cuniiMunded  t»  feed 
my  people  Israel,  saving:,  why  have  yon  nut  built  me  a  house 
of  cedars?  1  tuok  lhe«'  fnnii  thu  t^lieep  »iti>,  evi'n  frmn  fiil- 
luwing  the  sheep,  that  lhi.»u  shouldcst  be  ruler  over  my 
people  Israel ;  and  I  have  been  with  thoe  w  hithermevor  thon 
bast  walked,  and  have  cut  off  all  thine  enetiiii^  from  Xk'Cuk 
tbce,  and  have  made  thee  a  great  name,  like  unto  the  name 
of  Ute  great  men  that  are  iu  the  earth.  Moreover,  1  will 
ordain  a  place  for  ray  piMiple  Israel,  and  will  plant  them,  and 
tliey  shall  dwell  in  a  plare  of  their  own,  and  shall  l*-  moved 
no  mon,';  neither  shall  the  clilldren  of  wickedueis  afllict 
them  any  more,  as  bufure  time*  and  ns.  ttinre  the  time  Uk&t 
1  commanded  judges  to  be  over  my  piK>)>le  Ixrael ;  mureover, 
I  will  subdue  all  thine  enemies.  Furthermore  1  tell  thee,  that 
(he  Lord  will  build  thiv  a  house.  And  it  shall  roiue  tii  past, 
when  thy  days  be  fulfilled,  and  tbou  shalt  sleep  with  thy 
fatben,  that  I  will  raise  up  thy  seed  ailer  thoe,  which  shall 


*  We  aflerwardi  find,  tli«l  either  span  ihlt  oecakloD  or  komc 
ottirr,  tiod  «ailftne<l  ■•  ■  rrtouD  lo  0«vltl  wliy  Up  »••  not  to  huilil 
the  Temple,  that  ho  had  bcrn  «  man  of  war  and  »  phm46rt  nf  lihxKl. 
•nd  that  Mch  a  work  miiit  b«  jterfonaed  by  a  illffvrrni  chlfacter. 
I  Ckr«B.  axU.  it,  S.  sxviU.  S. 
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I  of  thy  »ons,  and  I  will  establish  Wig  kingdom.*  Hi*  shall 
ild  ft  hmi!U>,  for  my  nainet  und  1  will  establish  the  tlirono 
of  hii  kin^otn  for  ever.  I  will  be  his  father,  and  he  shall 
be  my  soa;  if  he  coinmit  iniquiiy,  I  will  chasten  him  with 
Um  fod  of  nwn,  and  with  th^^  stripes  vf  tbo  children  of  mon  ; 
tm\  Diy  mcn'v  shall  not  depart  away  from  htm,  as  I  (uak  il 
frtHii  8mu1,  whom  I  put  awuy  befurc  tbt-e;  and  thine  houcR  and 
ihy  Idnf^dom  shall  be  c-slaUifihcd  fur  ever  before  thee;  tliy 
throno  ghall  be  established  for  evermore. 

And  David  came  and  aint  before  Jehovah,  and  said,  who  am 
I,  O  Jehovah*  God.f  and  what  is  mine  liuusei  that  thou  bant 
broagfat  me  hitherto?  And  yet  this  was  a  small  thing  inj 
ihioa  eye*)  O  Gud,  for  thou  hast  also  spoken  of  thy  8crv ant's' 
booM  lur  a  great  while  lo  come,  uud  huat  regarded  inc 
according  (u  the  estate  of  a  niau  uf  high  degrw,  O  Jehuvali^ 
God ;  and  is  this  tlie  manner  of  man,  0  Jehovah,  God  ?  What 
ran  David  )tpe»k  more  tfi  thee  fur  the  honour  of  thy  servant  ? 
Ibr  thou,  Jehovah,  God,  knowtnt  thy  servanl.  O  Jehovah,  foe 
iby  word's  sake^  and  according  to  thine  own  heart. 


*  It  U  renarktblc  that  ihU  son  wai  cren  pfiinTfd  oat  Rnd  promts- 
■4,  by  the  mmc  of  tjolomon,  bfforc  even  Dsvld'»  sinful  intcrcoursft  | 
whli  lili  mother  Ant  eommsfiMd.     1  Chron.  xxll.  0.  x&vii).  6. 

*  rrrTerrlnf  la  Bilopt  the  incommuDieablH  oAne,  Jeiiotab,  ' 
thiougliout  ibii  work,  tthrncver  It  ii  so  wrltleo  In  ibe  origiotl 
Hebrew.  iitilrBil  of  llir  KdjcHsIi  word,  Lord,  wbicli  rtequnitty  ctu> 
bamu»«4  itu)  ipn»«  ;  (  tm  awnn:  af  an  apparent  awkwardness  wlim  i 
thai  Bamr  staiula  coupled,  ts  In  tills  placv.  »llh  (be  word,  ElobJtn, 
which  la  plural,  and  shoald  be  rendered,  Jebovuh  the  Gods.  I 
prwfer,  howeter.  adhrriDg  to  tlir  coiDinoii  tiaiiMlatioti  in  this  respect ; 
rcfarrln;  the  reader  to  KWIder  on  the  Messiah,  I'arkliur«i,  and 
otbM*  works  of  that  dc»crlp()oa,  for  tbe  learning  aoaooctud  n  itb  lbs  ^ 
word  titaJdm. 

I  9  8tm.  vil.  SI.     SerTBDt'a  sake,   I  Oiron-  xvll-  19.;  but  ther*'' 
can  b*  lillle  doubt  tbe  ditTereaOK  hat  arUen  from  tbe  ilmilariiy  be- 
tween tbe  Hebrew  letters  Ualetb  sod  Besb.    Thus  we  see  a  similar 
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thou  done  all  this  greataess,  in  making  known  all  these 
great  thing:s  to  make  thy  servant  know  them.  Wherefore 
thou  art  great,  O  Jehovah,  God ;  for  there  is  none  like  thee, 
neither  is  there  any  God  besides  thee,  according  to  all  that 
we  have  heard  with  our  ears.  And  what  one  nation  in  the 
earth  is  like  thy  people  Israel,  whom  God  went  to  redeem  to 
be  his  own  people,  to  make  him  a  name  of  greatness  and 
terriUeness,  by  driving  out  nations  from  before  thy  people, 
whom  thou  redeemedst  to  thee  out  of  E^ypt,  from  the  nations 
and  their  gods  ?  For  thou  hast  confirmed  to  thyself  thy 
people  Israel,  to  be  a  people  unto  thee  for  ever,  and  thou, 
Jehovah,  art  become  their  God.  Therefore  now,  O 
Jehovah,  let  the  word  which  thou  hast  spoken  concerning 
thy  servant,  and  concerning  his  house,  be  established  for 
ever,  and  do  as  thou  hast  said.  Let  it  even  be  established, 
that  thy  name  may  be  magnified  for  ever,  saying,  Jehovah  of 
Hosts  is  the  God  of  Israel,  even  a  God  over  Israel ;  and  let 
the  house  of  David,  thy  servant,  be  established  before  thee. 
For  thou,  O  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  God  of  Israel,  hast  told  thy 
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fml  ihe  rpoinnnts  of  the  funncr  inlmbilants,  fur  be  sniott;  ihej 
Philtslinrs,  »ti<]  siitHtiird  tluMii,  niitl  rtxik  Mpllifgaiiiniali,  ori 
Gath,  and  thrir  other  towns  out  of  their  hands.     He  next 
adraored  a^niust  tho  MoabitcH,  and  sinole  them,  destroving 
Iwo  thirds  of  ibeiii,  »nd  briii<;tii|^  the  rest  under  8iibjt*cliun  to 
tiiin  ;     fur  thcv  tiecume  hiti  servants,  and  brnugfbt  (pAs  ;     und 
thus  ibe  celebrate*!  prophecy  of  Bal^iim*  was  fulfilled.     Ho 
also  floiolo  lladnrezcr  the  son  of  Uehob.  king  of  Zobiih,  untoJ 
Haniatb,  as  he  wrnl  lo  recover  tiia  l>(>nler,  nnd  eKtiibtisb   biitl 
dominion  by  the  ri*er  Euplinites.f  And  David  took  from  bim 
1,000  rhariofi,  7,000  hursnneu,  nnd  20.000  foonnen,  hough- 
ing all  the  chariot  honirs,  except  enough   to  supply  100  J 
rhariols. 

Tbr  STrian»i  from  Dania-tmn  having  marrbed  u>  relioTC 
fladuKser,  David  advanced  to  ni(H^(lbem  and  kIi-w  22,000 ;  and 
putgameODs  in  SvTJaof  Dantn^us:  and  the  Syrianit  became 
•ervaats  to  David,  and  brought  giHu.  And  David  took  the 
iMelds  of  gold  thai  wore  on  the  si>rvant»  of  Hadan'zer,  and 
bmught  Iheni  lo  Jenisalran ;  and  from  Bt-tah  and  Berothai^, 
rilitn  of  lladarezer,  he  took  a  ^'at  (|uantity  nf  brass,  with. 
which  Solomon  afterwurds  made  the  brazen  wu,  the  pillan,! 
and  various  veawto. 

Daiid  g*i  him  a  great  name  as  he  returned  ft'om  smiting 
ilie  SvriMDM,  f«r  Abishai,  one  of  hi»  generals,  engaged  with  a 
large  tuiuy  ofKdomiles  in  the  rallcy  of  sah,  and  slew  1B,000 
mtm.ljl 

Whim  Toi,;|  king  of  Hamfiih,  heard  of  Ihe  victories  which 
L  J|RTiil  had  ubtaineil  over  Hadarezer  and  hi8  allies,  be  sent 

i  •  Numb-  xxiv-  17. 

^^t  llannar  SBfp«ets  that  Ihla  might  he  Tsdmor  in  ibc  WnderDCtS« 

^K  or  Psimyrt.     Vol.  ill.  3(W 

^^^t  *  Btm.  vhl.  0.    Callcil  Tlbhtili  and  Chun.  I  Chroa.  KriU.  a 

■  (  «SaiD.  vUi.  13.     1  Chron.  xvlli.  Itf. 

^^m  I  aSua>  riii.  10.    Called  Ton,  I  Cbroo.  s*Ul.  10. 
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hifl  son  Hadoram*  to  David,  to  nlutc  him,  sud  to  blesc  biai«  | 
because  be  had  Tiiiii)uislicd  lladarczer,  with  whom  Toi  also  I 
hod  been  oo^agtHi  in  war :  and  Haduniiu  brougtit  with  bim 
voflscU  of  ailTer^  aud  vessels  of  gold,  and  veasvU  of  brass  *,  all 
wliicb  David  abto  dcdiratod  unto  Jehovah,  as  well  as 
ftilver  and  guld  uf  atl  the  naliunit  ubicb  be  subilund,  \iz  :  ofl 
Syria,  uf  Edont,  of  Moab,  of  Ihe  children  uf  Amnion,  uf  tba  J 
Philistines,  of  Aniaiek,  and  of  the  spoil  of  Hadarezer. 

And  Dj^iil  put  gorrisuns  intu  all  the  cities  uf  Edoin,  mkII 
tliey  became  tribuuiry  to  him,  and  Jebuvah  preserved  David  j 
whilbersoever  he  went. 

And  David  reigued  over  oil  Uraet,  and  executed  judgment] 
and  justice  to  all  his  people  ;  and  appointed  Juab  captain  ofl 
the    host,    Jchoshophat   ref-order,   Zadock   and    Ahiinclech 
priests,  Seraiahf  scrilie,  and  Benaiah  captain  of  the  Chef«-  j 
ihilM  and  Pelethitcs.4 

Mindful  uf  his  uath  to  Saul,  and  his  love  fur  Juualhan*  | 
David  caiift<«d  nn  enquiry^  t<>  be  instituted,  whether  aiiy  of  tbo 
posterity  of  Saul  were  yet  alive,  in  order  that  he  might  shew 
kindniots  to  tbem  for  Jonathan's  sake.  And  Jonathan, 
Saul's  son,  had  a  sun  that  wxi  lame  of  his  feet.  He  wok  Hvu 
years  old  when  the  tidin<;:s  came  of  Saul  and  Jonathan  out 
of  Jesreel,  and  his  nurse  t4>uk  hira  up,  and  fled :  and  it 
came  to  paas,  aa  she  made  hiisle  to  Are,  that  he  fell,  luid 
beranie  lame.  And  his  muuk-  was  MophtlH>8l»pf|i.||  Zibs, 
one  of  Saul's  st^rvanls,  hiiviii;;;  introdiucd  Mephibosheth  iato 
bis  proHNUv,  ho  AHl  on  his  fare,  and  did  reverence,  when  ' 
David  said,  fear  not.  for  I  will  surely  shew  thee  kindnrM  K>r 
Jonathan  thy  father's  sake,  and  will  TY^store  thee  all  ihe  land 
of  Saul,  and  thou  shall  cat  bn*ad  at  my  table  continually. 


*  1  Chroo.  itHI.  10.     Caltcd  Jorsm,  9  Ham.  vllt  10. 

t  S  Sam.  fill.  17.     Called  thaTihs  la  I  Chron.  itU).  10. 
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ThcD  Ihe  king  ftaitl  tu  Ziba,  I  have  giveu  un(o  thy  masdT's 
son  all  thai  [)ertaincd  to  Suu),  aiiil  to  ;ill  his  lious4>,  Thuu, 
tlitrrrforp,  Bnd  thy  sodk,  ami  thy  s4>rvaiilK,  Bhall  till  the  land 
tat  hiin,  and  thou  shall  brinf;  in  the  fruits,  thul  thy  master's 
fvD  niHy  have  fiiud  lu  eat;  but  he  xhall  t-al  bread  Hlwuvif  ut 
nir  Uibli*.  u  one  of  my  soiw.  And  Mephibtjsheih  dwell  : 
JeruwiJeni,  nnd  had  a  youn^  suu>  whose  name  was  Mtcha^' 
tuid  Ziba  had  fifteen  suns  and  twenty  servants,  all  of  wfauni 
Were  servitntAto  Mephibosheth.* 

tJpan  the  dmtb  uf  Naha^h,  the  king  of  Animnn,  David, 
beariuf  in  mind  the  civilities  he  bad  formerly  received  fTomi 
that  Donarcb,  sent  a  respectful  embassy  to  bis  son  Hanun^j 
lu  condole  with  him  on  his  loss,  and  to  confrratulate  hiui  nifc-4 
hia  own  Kcesiion.     The    Ammunitish    counsellors,   either 
Ihxoo^  ignorance  or  perveraenes^,  formed  the  notion  that 
lb«  fcal  object  of  this  embassy  [aa  indeed  has  but  too  oAen 
been  the  cue),  waa  to  S[^  into  the  actu»l  stiLte  of  their  coun- 
iiy  ;    aad   Ibe  yoang  monarch,  weakly  jielding   to  their 
■■ggwliiw,  Irealnl  the  ambassadors  of  Ibc  King  of  Israel 
witli  the  extrem<^t  indtj^nlty,  by  shaving  one  half  of  IheirJ 
beards,  and  Milting  their  ganneiitA  tilT  in  the  middle.     So] 
waa  Ibis  insult  considered  by  David,  that  he  ordered  the 
tmboasadon  to  stop  in  the  city  uf  Jericho,  and   not  makej 
iWr  appearance  in  Jerusalem,  till  their  beards  hai)  ^own  i 

It  may  be  well  ima^ned  that  David  was  disposed  to  resent 
each  an  injuiy»  and  it  is  probable  he  had  ^ven  some  expK«- 
ikm  to  his  reseuitniiit,  although  we  arc  not  informed  he  had 
attiialiy  prr'pared  for  warlike  measuri's,  until  be  heard  ibat  the 
Amroonitisb  monarch*  anticipating  the  probable  results  of  his 
own  insolence  and  aggressiui),  was  prureeiling  to  form  an 
Mrmy,  cbivfly  composed  of  Smun  auxiliaries,  whom  he  hired 
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for  1,000  laloiitfi  of  tUrcr.  The  Ajiunonitcs  fonned  a  aopaxah* 
anoy  liy  theius^lres. 

To  in<M?t  iliig  formidable  army,  David  wni  a  slrong  fcvo* 
under  the  coininaiid  of  Juab,  who,  fiDding  himself  plaetd 
between  the  two  hotttilt!  armin,  »clcclt>d  all  the  choice  man 
of  Israel,  and  put  them  in  array  against  th<^  Syrians ;  and  aeot 
tb^  rest  uf  the  anny,  ander  his  brother  AbiKhai,  againiil  Um 
Ammonites  ;  with  the*  understanding',  that  in  raac  of  need, 
thoy  were  inutiiully  to  succour  each  other :  but  Joab  harin^ 
dofi^atcd  the  Sman  army,  the  Ammonites  Hcd  brfure  Abiohat 
into  thpir  cities.* 

In  order  tn  revenge  thi^  defeat,  Hadurexer,  King  of  Zobah, 
whom  David  bad  ao  lately  defoated.f  drew  hia  fon-es  from 
beyond  the  river  Euphrates,  and  sent  them  to  Helam.  under 
the  command  of  Shophach.  Upon  tliia  Datid  gathered  atl 
Israel  tof^ether,  and  passing  over  Jordan,  foiight  a  pitched 
batUo  boforo  Helam,  and  ilew  near  50,000  men,  includiac 
their  conunander-in-rhief ;  upon  whicli  the  Syrian  priiMM 
imniediatety  Kued  fur  peace,  and  no  longer  afforded  any 
aMiMliiiicc  to  till*  Ammonites.^ 

David,  having  determined  to  finish  the  war  with  this  <ln» 
voted  nation,  lent  Jonb  with  a  large  army  to  besiege  Rubbvhf 
their  royal  aty,  but  remained  himself  at  Jerusalem.  Joab*« 
•qwdition  having  provvd  successful,  he  sent  messengers  to 
his  soverrign,  saving,  I  have  fought  against  Rnbb:ih,  and 
have  taken  the  city  of  waters  ;§  now,  therefore,  gathertho  rest 
uf  tlie  people  together,  and  encamp  iigainst  the  city,  and  take 
il ',  lest  i  take  the  city,  and  it  be  called  aAer  my  name.  And 
David  gathcnd  all  the  people  together,  and  went  to  Rabbah, 
and  fovf  ht  against  it,  and  took  it.     And  he  toi>k  the  king'ii 
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from  off  his  head. 


weight  vrhcmof  was  a  taleot  i 
^ith  thf  precious  stones:    and  it  was  set  ou  David 
htmd.     And  he  tmiiiglit  furth  tlic  spoil  of  ilic  citj  in  great  | 
abaufauwe.     And  lit?  hrouglil  fuiili   iIh'   |>eijple   Ihdt  neraj 
thenin,  and  put  them  under  sa« i<,  and  under  harmn*  of  ir<m«  I 
and  nuule  thrnt  p.i8a  through  ihc  brick-kiln  :  and  tlitw  did  U6 
onto  all  tht*  cities  of  the  rhildren  of  Atninun.     Su  David  i 
all  the  people  rftuminl  unto  Jerasalem.* 

Il  was  during  the  early  port  of  this  sie^,  whiltvt  Daiij] 
was,  pt'tbapfi improperly, slaying  at  Jerusalem,  an<l  nliiUi  hit 
anny  waa  warring  ngaitutt  the  AnmionileH,  that  the  melan- 
choly ocrtinvnne  fnok  pliire,  which  invulved  the  It^raelitish 
munari'h  iu  such  a  nimiiliriitiuu  of  flu^itimui  iniquity.     So ' 
much   bu  been  written  upon   this  subject  by  every  com- 
mmtator,  that  it  will  probably  be  bolter  in  this  place  only  t» 
looeli  gnMiaUy  upon  the  holding  fcaluri'S  of  a  iriinKariiuu," 
whirh  wp  would  gladly  avoid  noticing  ultogethtT. 

Uriah,  the  Hilttle,  was  i>ne  nf  David's  l»rav«>8l  ulEcei>,t 
and,  at  this  tinf?,  abBi_>ut  truni  Jeriifialeni,  and  fighting 
<  sii***rpign''s  batllpj:  under  (ho  command  of  Juab.  1  lie 
rh  having  accidentally  M*eu  fiathxheba,  thf>  wife  of 
Uriah,  in  a  cituatidu  calrnlated  to  excite  uufaoly  d<«iret,j 
to  thoir  infiocnre,  and  Iiatina:  iiignified  hin  winbeSiJ 
I  bat  too  ready  a  complinncc. 
Th<*  Ann  objoot  of  David,  like  all  iniptmiteitt  rinneni,  U^ing 
1  bia  crime,  he  nnit  orders  iu  Joab,  thai  L'riali  should 
i  faMnedJaUdy  to  Jenualetu,  in  tite  ronlident  expeclaliun 
fhM  he  would  immediately  reiuDr  to  bis  own  house,  and 
lie  with  hit  wife ;  and  thus,  if  she  iihotil'l  prove  pn^- 
Bt,  it  would  cm-ate  neither  ouRpirion  nor  xcaudal. 
Whether  Uriah  hud  received  any  inlinmiion  of  his  wife'* 
in&Mity.  and  Wa  aoverei^'a  baaenesti,  ur  whether  he  wa» 
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restruned  from  visiting  his  own  house  and  family,  by  the 
especial  providence  of  God,  who  had  determined  that  David*s 
sin  should  be  exposed,  and  that  he  should  thereby  be  instructed 
in  the  depths  of  iniquity  in  his  own  heart ;  Uriah  refused  to 
go  to  his  own  dwelling,  and  that  so  steadily,  that  although 
the  monarch  descended  so  low  as  to  make  V  riah  drunk  for  that 
express  purpose,  he  was  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  resolution. 
And  we  may  easily  imagine  what  a  stinging  reproach  Uriah's 
remark  must  have  made  upon  the  conscience  of  his  sovereign, 
when  he  reflected  upon  the  contrast  which  it  formed  to  his 
own  conduct,  "  the  ark,  and  krael,  and  Judah,  abide  in  tents, 
and  my  lord  Joab,  and  the  servants  of  my  lord,  are  encamped 
in  the  open  Belds;  shall  I  then  go  into  mine  house,  to  eat, 
and  to  drink,  and  to  lie  with  my  wife  ?  as  thou  livest,  and  as 
thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  do  this  thing."* 

Unable  by  this  means  to  secure  a  protection  from  discovery, 
David  conceived  the  horrible  design  of  adding  murdertoadul- 
tery,  and  actually  accomplished  that  object  by  the  most  base 
and  atrocious  means :    for  he  sent  Uriah  back  with  his  ovm 
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from  her  su1»eqaent  conduct ;    for  DafU  s«nt  for  her  to  las 
bau;^%  aiiil  alic  bt^came  his  wife,  anil  bare  him  a  sud. 

Thf  IransaHiun  bowevyr  tlispleaacd  Jeltovah,  and  he  sent 
Jo  David  Uie  prupliet  Nathan,  \v|)o  Uius  boaulifuDy  but  point- 
I  %dlv,  brought  rniiviction  und  contritiou  ujmii  the  fidhni 
rogiiarch.  •*  Theiv  woe  two  mcu  in  one  city ;  the  one  rith, 
and  the  oihtrr  pour.  The  rich  man  had  exceeding  UKiuy 
flocks  and  berda :  but  the  poor  man  had  nothing  save  one 
liltlf  ewe  lamb,  uhiih  he  bad  butighl  and  nourished  up:  and 
it  grew  up  tojfethtT  with  him,  and  with  his  cliildn'n  ;  il  did 
rat  of  his  own  meat^  and  drank  of  his  own  cup,  and  lay  in 
bia  bosom,  and  was  imlu  him  as  a  dnu|rh(er.  And  fbere 
came  a  Inivller  unto  the  rich  man,  and  he  Hparcd  to  take  of 
his  own  fluck  and  of  hLs  own  herd,  to  dtcs^  for  the  way-far- 
in|r  man  tjiat  was  come  unto  him :  but  took  llie  poor  mun'ft 
bmb,  aikd  dressed  it  fur  the  inan  tbat  vas  come  to  bim.  And 
4lMvid'<t  an;^r  was  greatly  kindled  apiinst  the  man,  and  he 
^d  lo  Nalhun,  as  Jehovub  liveth,  iho  man  tbat  bath  done 
ihiii  thing  shall  surely  die :  and  he  shall  restore  the  lamb 
foar-Aikl,  because  be  did  this  things,  and  because  he  hud  no 
pity.  And  Naihnn  said  unto  I>a>id,  thou  art  the  man  ! 
TbuB  snith  JehoTnb,  God  of  Israel,  I  anointed  tliee  kinjj  met 
l«ru>l,  and  I  delivered  ihee  out  ut  the  hand  of  Saul ;  and  1 
gmte  thi»  thy  master^s  wires  into  tby  bosom^  and  gave  thea| 
ibr  bouse  of  Iftrael  and  of  Judah  ;  and  if  thai  had  been  too 
lillle,  1  would  nioreo\er  hare  given  unto  ihce  such  and  sucb 
things.  Wheivfore  hast  thou  <lesptseH  the  couimandment  of 
Jehovah  to  do  evU  in  his  sight  ?  Thou  liast  killed  Uriah  the 
Hittitv  with  the  sword,  and  hast  taken  his  wife  to  be  thy  wife, 
and  hRKt  »latn  bim  with  (he  sword  of  the  ihililn'u  of  AmmonaJ 
Now  iherefon-  the  sword  stiall  never  de|>art  from  tliine  houM.> ;  < 
bt-catiAi*  ihou  hani  drapisod  me,  aud  hast  taken  the  wife  of 
I'riah  the  Hittite,  to  be  thy  wife.  Thus  saith  Jehovah,  be- 
bold  I  M  ill  raise  up  cv  il  against  thee  out  of  tbiue  own  house* 
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and  I  will  toVo  ihy  wives  before  tliinc  «t»,  and  ^ve 
unto  tliy  ncigblK)ur,  and  he  shall  lie  with  thy  wives  in  xY. 
Big;ht  o(  this  sun.  For  thiiu  ditlst  it  secretly :  but  I  will  i 
this  thing  befure  all  Israel,  and  before  the  lun.  And  DavM' 
snid  unto  Nathan,  I  have  sinned  n^inst  Jehovah.  And 
Natli.in  said  unto  David,  Ji?h^>vah  aliw  hath  pnt  away  (hy  mn : 
ihoH  shalt  not  die.  Howbeit,  becauife  by  ihl%  deed  Ihoii 
Iiiwl  (fiven  great  orcasinn  tt»  the  enemies  of  Jehovah  to  Has- 
pbeine.  the  child  also  tliat  is  bom  onto  thc«  slnll  saMy 
die."* 

The  child  died,  but  David  aflerwards  had  by  this  amr 
Bathsheba,  bis  successor  Solomon,  whom  Jehovah  loved  ;  and 
he  railed  his  name  Jedidiah,t  iK'r.iusc  of  Jehovah. 

It  Jsp«rh:ips  one  of  the  most  mysterions  transactions  in  i 
iKvine  economy,  that  the  jenealogf}'  of  the  divine  SavioorJ 
who  knew  no  sin,  and  who  was,  and  was  to  be,  drsignat 


*  S  SaiD.  xlV   1 — 14.     "  Tk»m  art  thu  ton  qf  death,  tnd  thon  sti 
restore  this  lamb  t-(*L'nruLD.     Is  it  iadolglnf;  fnncy  too  tnnch  to  i 
Dartd  whs  eallect.  in  the  coiirif  of  ■  ju«t  pfuvidenee.  to  jiky  lh1«^ 
JmuifottI  dthl:  to  loM /var  soni  by  uiiilmel)  deiths,  viz:  thii  ioo 
of  Uath«hebii,  on  wliom  DmTtd  had  set  lilt  henrt,  was  slain  by  thoj 
tjord ;  AiiiiDoii,  niuriliTvil  by  liis  brullirr  Absalom  ;  Abulora,  tUlfl 
In  Ihp  oak  by  Jokb  -,  and  Adonijab,  slain  by  Hie  ordrr  of  his  brolhe 
Bolomoti,  crvfl  at  the  Rltar  of  the  ItotA.    The  aword  of  cnUtnil)  ilB 
not  drpart  rrnm  hin  houso,  from  thf  murder  of  ibc  wretched  Ai 
by  bifl  brollier,  to  the  alaaghter  oftbe  ions  of  Zvdekieb  before  I 
fatbrr's  eyct,  by   llie  King  of  DabyloR.     Ilia  d<tughtwr  was  itla 
hoooured  by  her  own  brothrr ;  and  bU  witti  eonUMlnalrtl,  fmblkljrJ 
by  bis  owu  fton.    Ilo«  dreadfully,  thrn,  wai  Davlil  punislinl  fnr  hli 
sin!     \V)io  wotild  rcpvftt  bis  trongrraslon  lo  Bhaf«  til  Us  peQalt) 
i'ln  hi*  condurl  ever  be  an  todneptncni  tn.  er  an  enptnim^rmcnl  la 
•laf— Surrly.  no.     It  mv9t  ever  fill  the  reader  aiid  Ibr  hmrrr  with 
horror  :  heboid  the  (c«*dn*M  and  leverity  of  God  I    Render,  lay  ftJI 
these  Mlemn  lhtnf>  to  heart.*'     Ad.  Clarke.      It  wmt  probttbly  opoa, 
this  occanlon  that  David  wrote  the  Al»t  PmIid.     ScuTt. 
*  Or,  beloved  of  JvboTafa. 
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ihaticaUy  the  Holy  One,  was  appointed  to  be  iracftl 
lUfh  mure  tliau  ouc  appaj<(*ully  putluK'U  clioanels;  but  ^ 
k  iii,  and  idl  we  Uavu  to  du  with  it  is.  to  adore  and  wonder. 

AAar  the  taking  of  Rubbah,  other  wars  aroHe  with  tli^l 
Philisliacft;  in  ocie  ofvhich  David,  waxing  (auit,  bad  iwarlyj 
been  alaio  by  Isbbibonob,  one  oftbe  soiw  of  the  giant,  wheii  I 
b*  WW  prt«<WMl  by  Attijihoi,  the  sua  uf  Zoruinh,  who  slew! 
|b«  Philutine.     t'pon  this  occasion  ihe  men  of  David  swar^J 
bim,  "TlwMi  Bhalt  go  uo  uiun'  out  with  ug  to  battle,  Uu^  j 
la  qiH'nrh  not  the  light  of  Israel."*     Arid  after  lliU  there 
WM  ftoolber  bailie,  wberu  Labmi,  a  brother,  and  Sip[iai  and 
aMAtMTMa  of  GoJiatli,  the  Gittite,  were  rcspeetivcly  Uaiii 
by  KUwchsi,  Uw  liusbatbile,  Elbanan,  the  wn  of  Jair,  atid 
Jonalban,  the  soo  of  Shimea,  uiie  of  David's  brothers. f 

It  is  tifithfr  Kiff  nor  lawful  Ibr  fallible  man  to  coiLitruc 
particular  acts  v(  dinnc  providence  into  jud^i^uents  upon 
imlivwUMiU ;  but  cwi  we  wonder  if,  aftnr  the  complicated  nua 
mad  ditcnor  which  David  had  brought  upon  t'riah  and  liis 
hoase,  a  ligbteoas  God  uliuuld  see  fit  to  piuiish  the  monarch 
\m  wamB  aort  after  a  aimilor  manner }  Nor  In  it  without  ita 
MB,  that,  Binfal  man  should  know  that  although  particular 
mm  vay  be  pardoned,  wj  tlmt  his  salvation  nuiv  bo  secured, 
yM  that  it  mr«*ly  Uap^wnK  hut  tliat  such  siiu  roe^t  with  som* 
ipartiooatc  puuiidinwut  iu  lUls  Life;  and  ihtit  thi;re  is  a 
gnater  coteinly  of  i«tribution  for  evvry  evil  adiuu 
lan  i»  gencvally  imagiaed. 
In  th«  case  of  David,  howover,  we  liaV6  the  authority  of 
God  hinur*lf  *  lo  come  to  such  a  cunchunon.  as  (hat  moiiar«-li 
found  iti  his  sorrow,  when  the  peace  of  his  own  family 
e  in>^ded  by  the  vices  and  rfbellion  of  his  children. 
AbaaloBi.  who  was  David's  son  by  Maacah,§  had  a  fair  sister 
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of  the  ntittie  of  Taniar,  with  whom  Ammon,  anoihrr  of  Iho] 
monnrrh's  sons  by  Ahinnain,*  became  ennmotired.  By  lh*» 
advice  of  his  roustin  Jutiiulub,  who  was  a  subtle*,  am)  without 
dotibl,  a  wirked  man,  hp  fcisiied  strkiietts,  ami  when  hi« 
sister  came,  in  com{^<Uanco  with  his  reqaest,  to  make  him  a 
roiipio  of  cakes,  he  ravished  her;  and,  as  frequently  bappnsi 
In  similar  cases,  imincdiat<>ly  conceived  as  stronj*^  an  aversion 
as  be  bad  befoir  entertained  n  pajisiun  for  lier,  and  turned 
hor  oot  of  doors;  upon  which  she  returned  home  to  her 
brother  Absalom's  hoii&e. 

At  first  Ab&alom  admed  his  sister  to  ke^p  tho  matier^ 
secret,  uiwn  the  ground  of  Ammon  being  their  brother;  but 
he  only  smothered  bis  n'^aentrnent,  and  waited  for  on  oppor- 
tunity to  avengo  himself;  taking;:  ran*,  in  the  mean  tim«*,  lo 
avoid  all  communication  with  llic  offender. 

When  David  heard  of  the  melaucholy  occurrence,  be  was 
^^Hky  wroth ;  biit  it  is  not  sai<l  that  Itc  adopted  any  mcaiuna 
fijr  the  inmiithment  of  Ammon:    if  he  had,  he  might  have 
preventetl  the  ratastropbe  which  eiisucd.f 

At  the  expiration  of  two  yearn,  Absalom  ioviled  all  his 
btolhren  to  a  sheep-shcmring  at  Uaalltazor,  and  with  fiomo 
difficulty  prevafled  upon  David  to  let  Anmiou  ;^o  amonp4 
the  ret;t.  Accunling  to  a  previous  command,  Ammon  was 
assassinated,  whilst  merry  with  wine,  by  iho  sorranla  aS 
Afasalum.who  immeiliatfly  fle*!  to  Tulmoi,^  the  son  of  Ammi- 
hrid,  Kin^  of  Gesbur,  wilh  whom  he  resided  three  veaTii,({ 

David  at  first  mournetl  bitterly  for  the  hiSM  of  Ammon; 


•SSam-llUS. 

t  In  proof  of  lliU  saff  Mtlon.  tho  Septaagint,  lh«  Vallate,  and 
Jowphuk,  havD  llir  followtng  nddlttoo  to  Ihe  text — '*  Ritl  h«  wotild 
not  ffrlrvp  lliK  taut  of  Amman  hli  too.  for  ho  lovml  him,  brcauts  h* 
wai  ht»  Snt  Itum."     Ad.  Clarke. 

X  H«  wai  his  srandfaihcr    «  Sab.  UI.  S.        ^  S  Sum.  xiU.  i. 


KLivia 


80 


but,  as  that  grief  wore  off,  hU  heart  softened  towards  Alwa- 
lom,  whicii  wa&  sooa  perceived  by  Juab. 

By  th«  lucaiK  uf  an  ingenious  device,  Joab  iuduced  Da\id 
to  allow  Alwiilom  u>  return  in  privacy  to  his  own  house;  bat 
would  nut  &e«  bitn  biuibcir.  This  yuuthful  prince  was 
reiuarkablc  Ibr  beauty  of  person,  aiul  porticulftrly  for  a 
pmftaicui  uf  fijae  hair.  Uecoaiing  impatient  of  liring  in 
relirenient,  he  sent  fur  Jaib,  and  prev^ulcd  upon  him  to ' 
ncoQcile  hiai  unto  his  (atlier  Darid;  and  when  Absalom 
bowed  (ufnielf  oa  bk  hce  to  the  ground,  the  king  kiased 
htoiv  and  a  recoocUialion,  uhich  waa  no  doiJrt  sincere  on  the 
part  of  David,  apparently  took  place.* 

David,  huwewr,  bad  yet  to  experienn  a  still  greater  trial ;  ' 
far  ihii  favourite  son,  as  h»  roally  was,  soon  aAerwarda  ea- 
fi^Ml  M  a  achemc  of  rebHIion   against  his  fkthcr'a  thrvna-. 
and  peraoa,  which  was  but  too  satvessful.     Having  aanimedl 
aa  Kffmnoce  of  italc,  he  baady  insinuated  that  his  lather 
BOglecled  to  administer  judgnii^nt  to  his  iwbjecta,  and  lamented 
thai  be  was  hinucrU  da'privi-d  of  the  [Mwcr  uf  doing  su.    By  un 
aAdad  coodesoenaioD.  he  won  upon   the  afiectioiu  of  the 
paopfe,  ao  (hat  hr  stoln  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Urai.-l.t 

Aa  aoou^  aa  he  ituagin4><l  he  had  s^'cunnl  the  affections  of 
ite  populace,  be  obtained  leavr  fruni  David  tu  go  to  Hebron, 
(be  place  of  his  birth,  under  the  hyp^Krriticat  pretence  of 
payinff  a  vvw  be  liad  matle  whilst  at  Gcshur,  that  if  Jehovah 
auHild  bring  bim  again  tu  Jenualein,  ibcn  ho  would  Kr\0 
J«bavali. 

According  to  a  previously  concerted  plan,  aa  soon  as 
Afaaakm  had  arrived  io  Hebron,  he  was  ppiclaimcd  king; 
and  ODe  of  the  diief  conspirniur^  wait  Ahithophel,  the  Gilonite, 
Tbat  tbia  conqibacy  was  of  wide  and  alanning  exleol,  we 


*  9  SaiD.  xlU.  sif.  -t  2  Sam.  xv.  1.0. 
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may  collect  from  the  immediate  determination  of  David  to 
abandon  Jerusalem,  refusing-  even  to  take  the  ark  along-  with 
him.  Taking  with  him  his  household,  the  Cherethites,  the 
Pelethites,  and  the  Gittites,  and  accompanied  by  Ittai,  the 
Gittite,  who  refused  to  quit  his  sovereign,'  David  took  his 
way  over  the  brook  Kidron,  toward  the  wilderness,  all  the 
country  weeping  with  a  loud  voice,  as  the  people  passed 
over. 

David  ordered  Zadok,  the  priest,  to  remain  with  the  airk 
in  Jerusalem,  and  keep  bis  son  Ahimaaz,  and  Jonathan,  the 
son  of  Abiathar,  with  him ;  purposing  to  stay  in  the  plain 
until  he  received  information  from  them.  And  David  went 
up  by  the  ascent  of  Mount  Olivet,  and  wept  as  he  went  up, 
and  had  his  head  covered,  and  he  went  barefoot :  and  all  the 
people  that  was  with  him  covered  every  man  his  head,  and 
they  went  up,  weeping  as  they  went  up.* 

On  the  top  of  the  mount,  and  whilst  performing  an  act  of 
solemn  worship  to  God,  Hushai,  the  Archite,  came  to  meet 
him,  with  his  coat  rent,  and  earth  upon  hia  head ;  but  David 
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Como  out,  corae  ouU  thuu  bloody  man,  aud  tlioii  man  of 
Bvliai.  Jtihuvab  hatli  returned  upon  tbeo  all  tho  bloud  uf  tho 
IwiuM  uf  8uul.  in  whose  steud  tlioa  host  n^igned ;  and  Jdiovoli 
halb  dfliiervd  the  kiugdoni  iulu  tlw  hand  of  AbsaluiUi  lliy 
■on  :  and  behuld  Ihon  art  lakcii  in  thy  luisrhk'f,  liiM'iiuav  ihuu 
art  a  bloudy  nian.*  Abishai  would  have  instantly  slain  bint, 
Inti  David  forbid  bini^  ftayiiig,  K't  him  cunti>,  l>eraus(>  Jehovah 
h:Lth  said  iinio  hint,  curst*  David;  uho  shall  iheu  .say, 
whertifttre  hast  thuu  iloiu"  mi?  Brhuld,  my  son,  uhirh  came  ] 
Ibrtb  uf  my  bowels,  soeketfa  my  life :  how  niuih  mure  now 
may  tbiA  Bcnjamilp  do  il :  let  hint  alonpf  and  let  him  cursp; 
for  Jehovah  bath  bidden  him.  It  may  be  thai  Jehovah  will 
look  nn  mine  »t11ictii^n,  and  that  Jehovah  will  n>quite  nii 
^Obd  for  hia  rursiiig  ihis  day.t 

In  the  moan  time,  Ahsalum,  wiib  Abilbnphel  and  all  (lie* 
men  of  Isnul,   entered   into    Jcnisalem :    and    Hush:ii   wa» 
fMvircd  into  the  young  prince's  counsel.     David  had  left! 
liini  ten  of  his  concubines  to  lake  care  of  the  n»yal  [ 
*;  And  upon  Alisaloin's  demanding  advice  what  course  ' 
hr  bhoultl  pursue,  in  order  to  iw^cure  himself  in  the  (hmne, 
Abilbophrl  advised  that  he  should  ctinncct  himself  with  his 
Guhrr'K   connibines,    In   order   that    all  Israel  might    bear 
that  he  wa*  alihoired  of  his  father;  so  that  the  hands  of  all . 
thai  were  willi  Abs;iloiu  uiijjht  lie  Mtong:   thus  giving  full] 
rrtUencr  Clmi  the  prayer*  of  David*  had  been  beard. 

Tlic  unhappy  youth  followed  this  profligate  advice,  and 
Ibat  the  scandal  niigbt  l»c  the  greater,  a  tent  was  spread  on 


Tb«  baditrs  of  hia  gri«r  ind  pniienee ; 
Th«l  Iwit  not  Qoil,  for  »onie  «tronfr  pijr|io«o.  »t*elc«l 
The  h««rtt  of  ihmi,  thry  mo^l  prrforeu  bftio  melted  ; 
And  btrlMriftra  Itself  have  pitied  bim- 
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tlii^  t(^  of  the  House,  and  the  ahoiuiaable  ait  commtdetl  uit)i« 
sight  of  all  (aniel;  axit)  ihiis  was  ruUilk'dt  iu  a  rmiiarkable 
manner,  the  judgment  of  God  in  the  mutter  of  Uriah,  a« 
pronoiuietid  bv  >alkan,  the  propheL* 

Ahithuphel  having  donundtHl  of  Absalum  12,000  men,  iu 
order  to  pu»uu  David  whiUt  be  and  hu  men  v>eiv  weuy  and 
weak  handed,  the  prince  cousulte<)  Husliat,  who  gave  oppcisitf 
advice;  recomuiending  him  first  to  sireng:thra  biinseU  in  iKe 
throne,  ai>d  collect  an  army  suflicienl  to  overpower  all  i^ 
sislance,  aUt^ging  that  David  and  his  companions  wttre  1MB 
of  Talour,  uihl,  if  made  dti8|>erale,  were  not  likely  to  yield  lo 
on  inferior  force. 

Abttaluiii  yielded  to  the  advice  of  Huahai,  wIkwg  only 
object  VM  delay,  thai  he  might  have  time  tu  apprize  David 
of  the  prince's  proceedings.  He  iin mediately,  ihercforr, 
despatched  Jonathan  and  Ahimaaz,  who  were  conooaled  at 
Enrugel,  to  David,  saying,  lodge  out  this  night  in  Ibe  plaint 
ufihe  wild4?rncss,  but  speedily  |)a58  over ;  Iciit  the  king  bu 
•wallowed  up^  and  all  the  {wuplc  that  are  with  buiLf 

When  Ahitbophel  Kaw  that  his  counsel  was  not  (oUo< 
and  prubably  furmiiig  a  right  roiitinsion  as  lo  the  pn 
re&ulr,  he  iuildled  his  awt,  and  n>turni*d  Iu  hia  house  und  rily, 
awl,  putting  hi^  household  In  order,  deliberately  Itanged 
himself. 

The  departure  of  Jonathan  and  .Miimaaz  having  bMa 
reported  to  Abvaloni,  he  sent  meiiseDgrrs  to  apprelienil  tlwin ; 
but  being  concealed  in  a  well  by  a  wnniaii  of  Bahurim,  they 
evaded  their  purauen,  and  arrived  safely  where  David  so* 
joumed.  who  immediately  arose,  and  all  ilie  {MK>pli'  lliat  wvre 
with  him,  and  pMMd  over  Jurdiui,  and  t-aow  to  MilMlwiokf 

*  8  Sam.  %\\.  It,  l-i.  On  Uavkl'i  relum  h«  oovMttled  thrie 
wntarm  to  do**  eoafiarmeni.  In  tlin  d«y  of  iheir  dealhi,  and  Uad  ao 
farther  comnuiiicAiUtn  wUh  ihnm.    S  8«m.  «>.  I- 
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Whilst  wailing  in  this  [Aacf,  Shobi,  an  Ammonite,  Machir, 
the  son  uf  AmmicI,  of  Lodcfaar,  and  Batzillai,  the  Gileaditc, 
bruug^lit  betis,  and  basons, and  carlhcn  vessels,  and  widest,  andH 
barley,  and  flour,  and  pan')ied  ri>rn,  :md  beans,  nnd  Icntilea,  J 
and  parrhpd  pulxo,  and  honey,  and  butter,  and  sheep,  and'j 
cheese  of  Itine,  for  David,  and  for  the  people  that  were  with 
liini,  to  i»al :  for  they  said,  the  people  is  hun^y,  and  weary,'| 
and  thirftty.  in  the  wilderness.* 

AbBaloni  having^  made  Aniasa,  the  son  of  llhra,  an  Lsraeli(i%'1 
raptain  of  his  host,  pitrheil  irith  all  Israel  in  the  land  of  j 
Gilead.     And  Diivid  having  miniberetl  the  people  that  were- j 
with   liim,    and  set   officers  over  hundreds   and   thoiisunds, 
placed  a  Ihinl  of  his  forre  under  the  command  of  Joah, 
anotherthird  under  that  of  Ahishai,  and  the  remaining  third 
nnder  that  of  Ittai,  the  Gittite,  prnposinj;  to  coinmnnil  the 
whole  in  person;   bat  the  people  answen'd,  thou  shalt  not  go 
forth :  for  if  wc  flee  away,  they  will  not  care  for  os;  neither 
if  half  of  us  die,  wilt  they  rare  for  us :    but  now  thou  art 
worth  Ifn  thousanfl  of  ua:    therefore,  now,  it  is  Iwlter  that 
tbon  unccour  iis  out  of  the  city.f 

Tltc  kins   having   yielilcd  to   their  affectionate   remon- 
tjre,  perfonned  his  lasit  duty  of  reviewing  the  Iroopeas  they 
1  IhnmnEli  the  gate  ;  and  conftdenl  in  the  fidelity  and 
rery  of  hU  army,  ami  in  the  skill  of  his  oHicera,  he  was, 
probftblyf  innrh  less  nnxioun  about  the  success  of  the  battle, 
^hu  the  safely  of  his  piilty,  but  still  dearly  beloveil  child  ; 

nbe  lut  orders  of  this  tender-hearted  parent,  to  bis  rom- 
adm,  wore  "  Deal  gently  for  my  sake  with  (lie  younp  ] 

B.  erenwith  Alisalom."} 

The  battle  took  place  in  the  wood  of  Ephraim,  and,  as 
Omrid  most  Ukcly  foresaw,  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  Absa- 
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lorn,  with  the  loss  of  20»000  men.  In  his  flight  Abcilote 
was  cauglit  by  the  hair  uf  lii^  Lead,  by  ilie  boughs  of  an  oak, 
aud  hU  mule  galloping  from  under  him,  he  was  left  stispcndcU 
in  tbc  air.  InfuniMtion  being  brought  to  Juab,  lie  repruvMl 
the  messenger  for  not  killing  ,bim ;  but  he  replied,  though  I 
^ould  receive  a  thuiisaud  shekels  of  uilvi-r  in  mine  liand,  yet 
would  I  nut  (uit  furtli  niiiK>  band  ngaiust  the  king's  sou ;  fur 
in  our  bearing  the  king  chargetl  thee,  and  Abisbai,  and  litai, 
aa>ing,  beware  that  none  touch  the  yuung  man  Abi^MB. 
Olhcrwixo  1  sJiuuUl  have  wrought  laW-'hutHl  against  mine  »va 
life  :  tor  there  \»  no  matter  lud  from  the  king,  and  thon 
ibjself  vouldest  have  sot  thyself  ugAinst  nie.*  Jo&b  iheu 
took  three  darla  in  his  hand«  and  thrust  them  tliruugU  tb« 
heart  of  Alibuluni,  while  Ik.'  whk  yift  idive  in  the  midst  of  thtt 
lak.  Ab^lom,  in  liis  Ule^  had  erected  a  pillar  in  the  king't 
dale,  hanng  no  sou  to  keep  his  name  in  rememhrauce ;  aaj, 
it  is  called  unio  this  day  Absalimi's  (daccf 

When  the  news  c«mo  to  David  tfial  Absalom  was  slun,  ha 
was  mncb  moved,  and  went  up  to  his  chamber  to  wircp^ 
exclaiming,  O  my  son  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son,  Absalum  ; 
would  to  God  I  had  lUed  b^r  tlioe,  0  Al«ak>m,  uiy  son,  my 
son !  X  Upon  Joub's  return,  he  remonstrated  with  ihs 
uunarch  iur  exhibiting  such  excessive  grief,  aud  pouUed  out 
to  hid)  iu  no  very  nspectful  tpnus,  how  probalde  it  was  thai 
the  tro<4tf  would  take  tjifcnce  at  bis  thus  slighting  ihem  aAct 
to  inkportuil  a  aemce ;  (leclaring,  "  I  swear  by  the  l^rd,  if 
thou  go  not  forth,  there  will  not  tanr  one  with  thw  llua 
night :  and  tliat  will  be  worse  unto  llieo  than  all  the  evil  tinl 
ttefel  thif  fniiu  thy  youth  onlil  now.  Then  the  king  aroM, 
and  tat  iu  Iho  gate.  Aitd  they  told  unto  all  tke  poopl<>, 
saying.  iMjltoM.  the  king  duth  sit  iu  th«  gale.     And  oU  tbtf 
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pMpIe  camp  before  iV  king  :    fnr  Israel  had  fled  evei^-  man  ] 
to  his  tfmt."* 

Wbil«i  «hp  DiMi  fif  Israel  wore  hesitating  whrther  Ihey  I 
should  &em1  to  DanH,;in<1  in^itp  Mm  to  rrtnm  and  resume  thftl 
throne,  the  monarrh  sent  priv-alely  to  the  elders  of  Judali,  liisi 
own  tribe,  saying,  why  are  ye  the  last  to  bring  the  king  back  j 
to  hi»  heune  ?  seeing  the  speech  ofaTl  Israel  is  cume  to  the  I 
king^t  even  to  his  house.  Ye  are  my  brethren,  ye  ore  myj 
bones  and  my  flesh  :  wherefore  then  aire  ye  the  last  to  btnng-l 
bark  the  kinf?  ?  An<I  say  ye  tu  Aniasa,  art  not  thou  of  my  I 
bone,  ami  uf  my  flesh  ?  GoA  do  so  to  me,  and  more  alwi,  ifl 
tho«  he  not  rnpiuin  of  the  host  before  me  eontiniinlly,  in  the  j 
room  of  Janb.  And  he  bowed  the  heart  of  all  the  men  ofl 
Judah,  even  as  the  heart  of  one  man :  so  that  lliey  sent  thisi 
word  imlo  the  kinp*,  return  Ihoii,  and  all  thy  srrvunTs.  80  the 
king  returned,  and  eume  to  Jordan.  And  Judah  came  to 
Gilgal,  to  meet  the  king,  to  conduct  the  king  over  Jordan.^ 

SUmei,  the  BenjamitP,  who  had  so  grievously  insulted  the  1 
king  daring  bin  fli-ihf,  w»g  amonj^M  the  tir^t  to  hail  his  re-| 
turn,  and  Appt^aw  hiiit  wrath  by  submission,  and  by  the  artificol 
of  bctng  the  first  of  tlir  hniise  of  Jnseph  who  rninr  tu  mr^eti 
him.  When  Abishai  would  have  put  him  to  death  foci 
bavin;;  runted  the  anointed  of  Jcbo\  iih,  David  sharply  re- 
buked hint,  ilerlnring  thai  no  man  should  be  put  to  death 
Chat  day  in  Isnekt 

If  trpftaon  and  rebellion  were  not  prodadire  of  so  muHi 
miMTV  and  bltHxUhed,  it  might  be  wnll  thnt  the}*  should 
occur  now  and  then,  in  ordtjr  thiil  king*  might  be  ablo  to 
dinrover  who  wero  their  rt-al  friends.  Shimei  had  ahewod 
htmadf  a  traitor;  but  Barzillai  and  manv'  othrrs  hn<l  had  the 
opportunity  of  enhlbitin:;  thnir  unshaken  attarhmmt.  So 
abu  the  truL-  t-hararlcr  of  Ziha,  the  servant  of  Mepltiboshelb, 
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was  brouf^lil  to  lig:lil  by  lh(>  lato  rcbelUon ;   atlfaotifh 
unprinciplt^l    ti^nrliery  ap|>ears   to   have   nir4  with  a 
differenl  rt-siiU  than  it  iueriti>(l.     For  iliiriii;;  Duvul's  fligHl, 
Ziba  had  joined  hinistOf  to  the  king,  u  itii  n  rouple  of  . 
laddlnl,  2(K)  loaves,  100  bunclios  of  rai^os,  100  of  suiume 
fruils,  and  a  bottle  of  wino,  allc'^iii^  that  hu  nia^lT,  Mcphi 
Ixishptli,  had  staid  bf^Ui»d  in  JprtLsulein,  tviih  thi>  exjiectatio 
tliat  tht;   house   of  Israel   would  that  day  mAare  him  ih 
kiiigduni  of  bii)  fathtT.    David  gave  credence  tu  this  calumny 
loo  r^adil)',  uiid  gave  to  2iba  all  that  had  |K>nuinefl  unfa 
Mephibosheih.*  Now,  however,  ibis  gmteful  ajid  uffertion 
prince,  who,  thruugli  real  grivf  nf  benrt,  ha<l  neither  i 
his  feet,  nor  trimmed  bis  beard,  nor  washed  bis  clothes,  I 
the  diiy  of  David's  departure,  unii)  be  rame  a^ain  in  peace; 
was  amongst  the  first  to  hail  bis  return,  and  when  David 
reproachfully  askwl  him,   when-fnrc  wrntrat  ni»t  thou  will 
mo,  Mephil)08lK>tb  ?    replietl,  ni>  lonl*  O  king,  my  wr 
duceivd)  inc  :    for  thy  scmint  said,  I  uiU  saddlo  uie  an  i 
that  I  may  ride  thereon,  and  go  to  tlic  king  :  bccuiuF  thj 
M^rvant  itt  hime.     And  be  h:iib  ^landereil  Ihy  sen:m1  unlo  mj 
lord  the  king:     but  my  lord  the  king  is  as  an  angel  of  God  : 
do  therefore   what   in  goo<I   in   thine  eyes.     Fur  all  of  myi 
father's  houio  were  but  dead  men  before  my  lord  ihe  king  :] 
yet  didst  thou  set  Ihy  servant  among  them  that  did  cat 
ibiiie  own  table.   What  right,  therffore,  have  I  yet  to  rry  any 
more  unto  the  king  ?     Ami  Ihe   king  said   uuti*  bim.  wt 
■peaked  thou  any  more  of  thy  matters.'     1  have  said,  ihoa| 
and  Ziba  divide  the  land.     Ami  Mephibi«)>rih  said  unto  the 
king,  yra,  let  him  tak*>  all,  fttrAsuntrh  as  my  h>nl  lite  king  il 
come  Bgiiin  in  jioace  unto  his  own  bwme.f 

Barzilliki  having  accompanied  David  over  Jurdao,  on  his , 
triumpliani   return,  the   monarch  was  anxious  to  shew  tiMi 


I 


gratituile  to  him  for  bis  kindness  in  the  hour  of  adversity,  tuid 
ionkMl  him  lo  spend  Uie  reniaiudt-T  of  his  days  at  Jerusalem ; 
hut  this  the  wortliy  Gileadite  declined  on  account  of  bis 
extretnii  age,  recominoiidin^',  however,  his  son,  Chimliaiii, 
lo  the  foval  protection  and  farour.* 

A  nseful  k-sson  is  affordwJ,  by  AKsalom's  rcMIion,  of  the 
gTpat  nnstcniHiiiPss  of  popular  favour.  A  short  time  before, 
both  Judah  and  Israel  were  ehou(inj;i  God  sarc  King  Ab&ii-j 
lorn,  and  united  to  drive  his  a«;cd  &ther  luto  exile :  now  both 
dittflioiu  of  the  nation  ore  disposed  lo  quarrel,  and  almost 
figtil  eoeh  other,  throui^h  Jealousy  who  should  have  must 
(Tcdil  fur  bringing  hiui  hack  again.f 


"  With  erery  minule  they  do  chanjf  Ihelr  mind. 
And  call  Itlm  noblr,  (hat  was  dow  their  linic ; 
lUm  Tile,  thtl  wis  tbeir  garland/'J 


I 
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Indeed,  so  violent  was  ihc  animosity,  that  out  of  it  a  fredi 
r<)Uon  was  excited  by  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  a  Benja- 
mile,  who  blow  a  inunpet,  and  cried,  '*  We  have  no  pari  in 
David,  neither  have  we  inheritance  in  thesanof  Je^e;  every 
man  to  hit  tentt,  O  lunel !  So  every  man  of  Urael  went  up 
from  afttT  David,  and  followed  Shelm,  the  son  of  Birhri: 
bat  tlH'  men  of  Judah  clave  unto  their  king,  from  Jordan, 
pTen  tmto  JeniKalem."§ 

David  at  finrt  instrurted  Amai>a  to  put  down  this  new 
in»«rr»*clion ;  but  that  officer  not  collectins;-  his  troops  to- 
gether with  sufficient  expedition,  and  the  raonaroh  bi'coiiiing 
appreheiutive  tlwl  this  might  prove  a  more  serious  affair  1h:ui 
that  of  A bsalom,  ordered  Ahishai  lo  follow  ader  Sheha  with 
all  putoible  i-\prc|i(ii>n,  letit  he  should  obtain  and  shelter  liini- 
wU  in  wmie  of  the  furtilinl  ciltea.   With  Abisliai  went  Joab's 
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moil,  and  tb«  Chercthiiivs,  nnd  the  PpMhites,  and  all  Ihfl 
nitglity  men :  and  as  ihr^-  wmt  out  of  Jerusalem  they  were 
joined  hy  Atiiasii  and  tils  truups.  JuaK  ului  althmigli  dcprivud 
of  Itis  cunmiand  had  accompanied  his  brutlh-r,  ajisa«tiinateil 
Amasa,  under  pretence  of  kissing:  him  ;  and  inunedialcly 
assuming  tho  connnand,  wilh  hiit  brrUlier  Abitihai,  purtuioil 
afior  Shcha,  Ihruugh  oil  ibc  iril)08  o(  I-srael  unio  Abel,  ot 
Beth-maaohah,  in  which  city  he  took  n^ge,  ami  Joab 
iimitiMJiulety  (nt'parcHl  lu  besioge  it. 

Dy  the  advice  ami  interferviire  of  a  prudent  woman,  aa 
inliabilaiil  {>f  the  city,  the  ivIm*!  was  Hppn'hcMidi?d,  and  his 
hr'iid  thrown  over  the  wall,  and  thus  iUd  nrUOlion  wi 
exiingiiislicd ;  and  Joab  aiid  his  anny  returned  home  to 
Jeruaalein,  to  the  king;*  who  appears  to  hare  alluwcnl  Joab 
to  resume  his  post  of  cuinmamlfr-iii-chicf,  fi»r  it  is  said  Joab 
W9»  over  all  the  huBt  of  Israpl.f  H 

No  Mioner  had  Daiid  quelleil  ihefic  luo  fiinni<lable  rebel- 
lions, but  the  whuli!  land  was  afflicted,  fur  the  Kpace  of  three 
rears,  by  a  famine;  and  when  David  enquired  of  Jehovah 
why  he  had  thus  nlitiiii>d  lliem,  lie  was  answered  tliut  it  waa 
for  Saul  and  his  liloofly  house,  beraiwe  lie  slew  tlw*  Gilieoo* 
itra,  whom  the  chili)n*n  of  L^rael  had  rvwom  unto.^  David 
having  enquired  of  tbe  Ciibeonitej*  what  utouemeut  tliey  rr>- 
qutred,  they  dpmandcnl  that  acren  of  Saul's  sons  or  deNCi*n« 
dautN  Hhould  be  t>iven  up  to  them  ;  ntiil  Daviil  accunlingly 
jjave  two  of  Siuil'fi  sons  hy  Ktzpah,  and  five  of  his  t^ndsuna, 
llie  children  of  Michul  by  Adriel,  i»  the  Gibninilea,  who 
hiinp-rl  them  in  Gitx'ah  uf  Saul. 

Having  thus  t^itistinl  the  jiifilire  of  the  caae,  and  tlie  un- 
happy  Ki2{uih  wiitrhin^   them  day  and  iti(:lil,   in   onler   ti 
prolert  them  from    the  birtlN  and  beasts  uf  pr*>y,  David  took' 
thefit  down;   and  huvln*;  ubiaiutxl  frum  the  men  of  Jabe^h 
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Gilea<1  ihp  lucm  of  Saul  anil  Jonatlian,  he  buruil  tlie  whole  in 
tbp  rnuiilrv  of  DcajtinHn,  in  ZcIhIi,  in  thf  Scpulrlin-  o(  KihIi.* 

The  following  t>eautiful  hymn  u  here  introduced  by  iho 
anlluir  of  the  ItiMtks  nf  Sainurl,  as  sunf;  by  David  in  iIhi  duy 
that  Jpliovuh  had  dfliviivd  him  out  uf  the  liiind  uf  lUl  his 
ODMoi^  and  out  of  the  haiul  of  Suul ;  and  vrhirh  is  in  sub- 
■tanct!  ibe  aaou;  u  the  18(h  Piudni.t 

••  Ji'hoTfth  ia  my  rocit,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  delirArer, 
tlw  QimJ  of  uiy  nick;  in  him  will  1  Inut;  ht*  h  my  shield* 
md  tiitf  hom  of  my  sUvaiiou,  my  high  tow(^r,  and  my  refuge,'' 
my  nrinor ;  thou  sarett  mo  from  violenw.  I  will  call  on 
Jiibotal^  who  u  worthy  1o  be  praised :  no  tJiall  1  he  takveA 
frooi  Hnne  eaemies.  Wtum  the  waves  of  death  rompassod 
nu*,  the  HiKMk  of  un^kdly  nii,>n  mado  me  afraid;  the  sorrowa 
of  hell  crnnpaaaed  mo  about ;  tho  snares  of  death  prevoniod 
me;  in  ray  dl^irtf&i  I  rallied  upon  Jfhovnh,  and  rriod  U*  my 
Qud :  aud  Ih!  did  hear  my  voiro  oul  uf  his  temple,  and  my 
cry  did  enter  into  bin  ears.  Then  the  earth  shook  and 
iMBbled ;  the  fnnndatiun&  uf  licavon  moved  and  shook, 
became  be  waa  wruth.  There  weni  up  a  srmiko  out  of  hiu 
naatriU,  and  flrc  oul  of  his  mouth  devoured :  coals  were 
kindlod  by  If.  He  boweil  the  hoavcns  also  and  came  down  ; 
and  darknett  was  under  hU  feel.  Aud  he  T(»de  upon  a 
rhomb,  and  did  fly:  and  he  was  ticen  upon  Ihc  wings  of  the 
htIihI.  And  be  made  darkne&»  pavilions  rouml  about  him, 
dark  wBien,  and  thick  rlumU  of  thu  skies.  Throiigli  the 
bri^lncaa  b«^ore  him  were  coals  of  fire  kiudled.     Jehovah 


•  liSam.  ixi.  I«— !(■ 
f  U  |ii>D  Jehoral)  deilverrcl.  that  U.  eit«^-ry  lime  of  soy  gr»t  ilcli- 
vtraiicc,  David  gave  l)uink«  in  these  or  llie  like  wortJs ;  Ihey  were 
UiK  ■ut»UDcr  of  Iili  ilnily  drvOtloiiK,  aiiil  at  Uat  furn)«d  into  o  hyutu 
far  [nittllc  uw.  entitled.  To  the  chief  muslclun-  The  vnrlotions  from 
ihti  la  Ihalmsilil.  ar«,  hj  iba  Javlsb  Comaieatalar,  Abarblnel, 
fMluHMd  to  b*  74.    Patbick. 
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thunderml  from  heaven,  anJ  the  Most  High  uliered  his 
aiul  ho  st-nt  out  arrows,  and  scatUTL'd  tbeni ;  lightning, 
discuinfited  tbom.  Ami  the*  channeb  of  the  s«a  appeared, 
tlie  foundations  of  tite  world  wore  discoveri'd,  at  the  rebuking 
of  J(thova)i»  a(  ihe  blaxl  of  the  breath  of  his  nostrils.  He 
sent  from  above,  he  took  Die ;  he  <lrew  me  out  of  manv 
waters;  he  delivere<l  me  from  ray  strong  caem\%  and  from 
tbem  that  hated  me :  for  ihoj  were  too  strong'  ibrme,  Tbey 
preventpd  mo  in  the  day  of  my  cahmiity :  but  Jehovah  wai 
my  Blay.  He  bruug^ht  me  forth  also  into  a  targe  pifire :  be 
delivered  me,  because  he  ilelighted  id  me.  Jehovah  re^«  ardod 
me  according  to  my  righteousness:  according  to  the  dean- 
n(?ss  of  my  hands  hath  he  reeompensed  me.  For  I  have 
kept  the  way»t  of  Jehovah,  and  have  not  wickedly  departed 
from  my  G<Ki.  For  all  his  judgments  wcrv  b^'fure  in** :  and 
as  for  his  statute-s^  I  did  nut  de|>art  from  them.  I  was  aUu 
upright  before  him,  and  have  kept  myself  from  mine  ioiqtuly. 
Tborcfur»  Jehovah  hath  recompensed  mc  according  to  my 
righteousness ;  according  to  my  cleanness  in  his  eytwghl. 
With  ihe  merciful  thon  wilt  shew  thyself  merrifnl,  and  with 
the  upright  man  thou  wilt  shew  tliyseif  upright.  With  the 
pure  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  pure;  and  with  Ihe  frow&rd  tbou 
wilt  shew  thyself  unsavoup.'.  And  the  afflicted  people  thon 
will  save:  but  thine  eyes  arv  upon  the  banghly,  that  thou 
mayost  bring  thein  down.  For  thou  art  my  lamp,  O  Jehovah: 
and  Jehovah  will  lighten  my  darkness.  For  by  tbec  1  have 
ran  through  a  troop :  by  my  G04I  have  1  leaped  over  A  wall. 
Al  for  God  his  wav  i*  perf«-ct ;  ihe  word  of  Jehovuh  is  trinl : 
he  is  a  buckler  lo  all  Ihem  that  trust  in  him.  Fur  who  is 
Ood,  iftTC  Johovah  ?  and  who  is  a  rock,  save  our  Gud  ?  God 
b  my  strength  and  p<»wer,  ami  he  m:ikeih  my  way  itrffeff. 
He  makclh  my  feet  like  hind's  f>x<t :  and  Hotteth  me  upon  my 
high  i^aees.  He  tcacheih  my  hands  to  war:  so  Ibai  a  bow 
of  steel  ii  broken  by  mine  urais.     Thou  hast  aJw  givon  mo 
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the  fihieU  of  Uiy  nlntiun :  and  ihy  g:oniIeness  hath  madt;  iiil> 
great.  Thou  hast  enUr^ped  tny  vli'ps  under  me;  so  thai  my 
foet  did  Qol  ^lip.  I  h;ivb  puraiied  niino  eiifniit's  uud  destioyctl 
Uii'in  ;  and  lurui'd  duI  a;;ai(i  till  I  had  coitiiciiiicd  Ihcoi.  And 
I  hate  cun&umc'd  ibeint  and  wuundml  them,  that  ttiev  could 
Dul  ariitL' :  ycu,  tht'V  iiro  fiJlcu  under  my  iwt.  For  (hou  host 
girded  inc  with  «tron^h  tu  battle:  iIil-di  (hat  rose  up  against 
me  liasl  thou  sulntued  under  mc.  Tbou  hast  also  fpveii 
mc  the  necks  ofuiiuc  enemies,  that  I  might  dt!«lroy  ihem  that 
hate  me<  They  luuked,  but  there  was  none  to  «avo;  even 
unto  Jehorati,  but  he  amnvered  Ihem  not.  Then  did  I  beat 
thmi  as  smul)  as  the  du»t  of  the  eurtb,  1  did  stamp  them 
u  the  min:  of  the  street,  and  did  npread  them  abroad. 
Thou  alio  bast  delivered  tiiu  from  the  btrivtugs  uf  my  pi^ople, 
ihou  bast  kept  me  to  be  head  of  tlie  heathen  :  a  pcuph;  which 
I  knew  not  shall  sunu  mc.  Strangers  shall  ijubmil  Ihem- 
filve4  anfo  me :  a«  won  as  Ibcy  hear  they  shall  be  obe<ltcnl 
me.     Stran^iTen  t^litdl  (aih  away,  and  they  shall  be  afraid 

of  tbrir  close  places.  Jehovah  Uvi^;  and  ble«sed  be 
ray  ruck ;  and  exalted  be  the  Cod  of  iho  rock  of  toy  salvaliun. 
It  in  Had  that  avcngelh  me, and  that  brin{^th  down  the  |)eople 
und«r  me.  And  tluit  bringeth  mu  forth  from  mine  enemies : 
ihon  also  hasl  liAed  ra<'  up  on  high  above  ihem  that  rose  tip 
■fainit  mc:  thuu  ha^t  delivered  me  from  the  violent  man. 
Tbeeelbn*  I  will  give  Ihankfi  uiito  thoe,  O  Jehovah,  among 
UwbMthoi),  and  1  will  sin^  prii£[>s  unto  thy  luune.  lie  is 
tlw  lower  uf  aalvaliuD  for  hiji  king,  and  sboweth  mercy  W  his 

>int»d ;  unto  David,  and  to  his  seed  for  cvennon^' '  * 
Undi^r  the  iofluence  of  undue  self  satisfaeliun,  and  at  tlw 

igation  of  the  grvat  adveisary  of  the  human  race,  vi  bo  is 

Unually  going  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devotLr,f 
David  was  induced  to  ascertain  the  nuinber  of  his  subjects. 


*  SStm.  ixii.S— Al. 
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ill  nliicli  it  is  admitted  tlte  real  strcDgtIi  anfl  power  of 
uionatrh  roiuists.  Joah  anil  ihc  captains  uf  (he  bust  wt-rv 
sensible  ttfthc.  impropriety  of  this  measure,  although  the  king 
himself  could  lu't  jtercviTo  it,  and  they  remonstmleil  with 
him  in  teruin  whicli  oii^it  to  have  indure<l  him  lo  hexlfale. 
David,  however,  remained  inflexible,  and  Joab  and  his  cap- 
laias  reluctantly  set  about  their  task,  which  occupied  tbcin 
nine  months  and  twenty  da^-s,  and  at  last  left  off  without 
roiintin;;  the  trihes  nf  Leri  and  Benjamin:  fur  the  kiiig*s 
woni  was  abuminahle  to  Jitah.* 

It  duea  not  appear  very  cli»linctly  whether  David's  own 
conscience  had  smitten  him,  bcfure  he  received  the  mes»i;r« 
of  Jehovah  I'rom  the  prophet  Gad  :t  hut,  as  soon  as  the  huly 
seer  proposed  to  him  the   triple  allernativn  of  three  years  j 
famine,  three  montli4  flight  before  a  pursuin;^^  enemy,  or  three  , 
days  peatileuce,  he  Itecame  fully  sensible  n(  his  iniijuity,  and,  , 
in  lliebitlcrneissof  hisheart,<Tii'doul,"lamin  a  {jreat  strait  ;*' 
hu!,asit  were,  imnuMliatelv  remomborinjj  ihe  mercii'shH  had  so 
often  experienced  at  the  hand  of  Jehovah,  he  hi-sitated  not  a  mo- 
ment in  making  his  etectium  biii  said  with  beroniing  resfj^na- 
lion,  "Let  me  tall  now  into  ibehand  nf  Jehovah,  for  vert"  pi*at 
lie  his  mercies :  but  lei  me  not  full  into  the  hand  of  nuin.*' 

God,  however,  bail  delerminiHl  lu  poniitli  hnih  David  for  i 
hifi  presumption,  and  the  pc^iple  for  their  sins,  pnibably  thetr 
late  repeated  rcl>ell)<jn.s ;  and,  tlierprun*.  tt->nt  forth  his  dr^- 
ftroving  angel,  who  stayed  not  till,  in  difl'erenis  porta  of  the 
dQvotc<l  land,  70,000  men  were  slain.  When,  however,  Uiia  j 
iniiiihter  uf  the  wrath  of  Gud  approachetl  Jerusalem,  uid 
stretched  out  his  hand  to  destroy  the  city,  Jehovah  reponlrd 
him  of  iho  evil,  wid  said.  It  is  uuoug^h,  stay  now  thine  hand. 


*  I  Chrtm.  xxl.  I— 0,      BSsm.  xjiv.  I— B. 
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7*hiia  wns  ficpmplified  tbc  d(*cUni(iDn  of  iho  psalmist,  perhaps 
upon  this  vi'ry  nrra-tion,  Jphovuh  luvelh  the  ^les  of  Ziun 
more  llian  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.*  And  thus  too  was 
prefij^nml  Ihni  tcoder  feeliiifij  and  cumpaitsion  whirh  our 
blttisetl  SuTJuur  himself  t'sliihittnl  towanU  this  lun^  Kp,tri><l 
but  devoted  citr,  when  tie  (ixrLitmt't),  "  O  Jeniinlciii,  Jem- 
aaleiD,  thou  that  klllcst  the  prophets,  nnd  stouest  them  whirh 
■TB  Knt  unto  thiv,  hnw  often  would  I  baTi>  gathered  thy 
rhildn'n  tai^lb«r,  evr n  ns  a  ben  ^thereth  her  chickens  im(t**r 
bpr  wings,  and  ye  would  not !"+ 

It  was  at  Ibp  ibrefthtn^  Annr  of  Anunnh,^  the  Jebiisite.  that 
ibUawfiil  spectacle  took  place;  and  if  David  was  already 
■nitlm  to  the  heart  for  the  preat  ofi'ence  he  had  given  to 
Go<I,  how  dei'ply  niost  be  bnvo  been  affV-rled,  when  be  saw 
Ibe  angel  of  Jehovah  stand  bclwcim  Ibe  earth  and  the 
bcaiPHM,  haritig  a  drawn  sword  in  Ms  band  stretched  out 
over  Jeronkini '  Then  it  wiu  lliat  David  and  the  eldera  of 
I,  who  were  clothed  with  sackcloth,  fc'll  on  iheir  faces  ; 
David  Hiiil  uiitu  Gud,  Is  tt  nut  I  that  commanded  the 
iplr  to  be  numbered  f  even  1  it  is  that  have  sinned  and 
dowi  rvil  indeed ;  hut  as  for  these  sheep,  what  have  they 
dime?  Let  ihiue  band,  1  pray  tbee,  O  Jebovah,  nty  God, 
he  an  toe  and  on  my  father's  bouse,  but  not  on  thy  people, 
Ibat  tboy  ahuuld  be  plumed. ({  By  tlie  command  of  God, 
Daviil  purchased  the  ihrt^liin^  tloor  of  Araunah,  at  the  full 
pfice.ll   who,  however,  would  willingly  have  given  it  as  a 


•  Pi.  »i«x?H.  3.  t  Mnllh.  xsiii.  37.     Luke.  xlii.  84. 

}  Cattwd  Arnan  in  Clironiclei,  liut  it  In  evidcnlly  iIip  uai«  nimr : 
ttir  Bulhor  of  lh(?B»ok  vf  Cbnmicles  iitnhtin;  Itie  eiii|>hfttic  tcliclr, 
aud  poliilidBtlie  ollirr  Ipltrn  dllTcrently.  Bui  the  BngliBJi  tnuiAlatioQ 
Bim.«Mrrrt  both  DBtnci  in  thn  original,  ■ecarding  lo  vrTiicti  itiat  id 
ih«  B(K>k  of  SiAiunl  »bould  bo  Aniayab,  aotl  that  In  the  Book  of 
Chrovlele*.  Amtn. 

It   I  Chron.  111.  17.  |  I  Chron.  xxi.  £9.    SSnm.  uiv.  34. 
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present  And  when  David  saw  that  Jehovah  had  answered 
him  at  the  threshing  floor  of  Arannah,  then  be  sacrificed 
there,  and  built  there  an  altar  unto  Jehovah/  and  offered 
burnt  offerings,  and  peace  oflerings,  and  called  upon  Jeho- 
vah; who  answered  him  from  heaven  by  fire  upon  the 
altar  of  burnt  offering ;  and  Jehovah  commanded  the  angel, 
and  he  put  up  his  sword  again  into  the  sheath  thereof;  so 
Jehovah  was  intreated  for  the  land,  and  the  plague  was  stayed 
from  Israel.f 

This  visible  manifestation  of  the  power  and  pres^ice  of 
God,  no  doubt  determined  David  to  fix  upon  this  very  spot, 
for  the  erection  of  the  temple  he  was  so  desirous  should  be 
built  for  the  worship  of  God ;  for  he  said,  this  is  the  house  of 
Jehovah,  God,  and  this  is  the  altar  of  the  burnt  offering  fur 
Israel.^  In  furtherance  of  this  design,  the  monarch  col- 
lect^ a  vast  quantity  of  costly  materials  for  the  erection  of 
the  iiiture  structure,  and  prepared  abundantly  for  it  before 
his  death  ;§  and  then  called  fur  Solomon,  bis  son,  and  charged 
him  to  build  an  house  fur  Jehovah,  God  of  Israel.     And 
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Solomon,  and  I  will  give  |>cace  nnd  qtiictTK^ss  unto  Israel  in 
his  tlayii*  He  shall  huild  an  houso  for  niv  namr ;  and  lie 
bhall  be  my  sun,  and  I  will  be  bis  father ;  and  I  will  establish 
ilip  throne  of  his  kin^lom  over  Israel  for  ever.  N(»w,  my 
son,  JeboTali  be  with  tliee;  and  pn)8[>er  Ihou,  and  build  ihc 
houao  of  Jehovah,  thy  God,  aa  he  huth  satd  of  thee.  Only 
Jehovah  gtve  th^e  wiwlom  and  underitaiKlin^,  and  g;ivi»  thee 
chai^  (-um^niing  Israel,  thai  Ifauu  mayesi  keep  the  law  of 
Jehovah,  thy  Gud.  Then  shall  thou  prrnper,  if  thou  takest 
heed  to  fulfil  the  statutes  and  the  judgments  whifh  Jehovah 
chared  Moses  with,  concerning  Israel :  be  stronj^,  and  of 
good  rouragv;  dread  not  nor  be  diKmaycd.  Now,  behold  in 
my  truuble  I  have  prepared  fur  the  house  of  Jeho^-ah,  an  hun- 
dred thoonnd  lalenls  of  ^Id.  and  a  thousand  thousand  talenta 
uf  silver;  and  of  brass  and  iron  williout  weiji;hl,  fur  it  h  in 
alHindaoce;  limber  also,  and  stone  have  I  prepared,  and  lliou 
mayest  add  thereto.  Moreover,  there  are  workmen  with  tbco 
in  abondance,  hewers  and  workmen  of  stone  and  timber,  and 
all  manner  of  cunning  men  for  ever)-  manner  of  work.  Of  the 
gold,  tl»e  ailrer,  and  the  hrass^  and  the  iron  there  is  no  num- 
ber. Arite^  therefore,  aud  be  doing,  and  Jehovah  be  with 
thee.  David  also  commanded  all  the  princes  of  iKrael  to  help 
Solomon,  his  son.  Raying,  Is  not  Jehovah,  your  God,  with 
you  ?  aad  hath  he  nut  t;iven  you  rest  on  every  »ide  •  for  he 
batb  given  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  mine  hand  ;  antl 
itia  land  is  Ri)l>daed  befun>  Jehovah,  and  before  hia  people. 
Now  set  your  heart  and  your  soul  lo  seek  Jehovah,  your  God ; 
ariae,  thorufore,  and  build  ye  the  sanctuary  of  Jehovah,  G«>d, 
to  bring  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  Jeliovah,  and  the  holy 
vcmmIs  of  Gud,  into  the  house  I  hat  is  to  be  built  to  the  name 
ofJebuvah.*'* 

David,  buwever,  waa  atill  destined  to  experience  another 
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trial  of  hu  faith  and  paltcncc  ;  for  liis  son  Adontjah,  tlic  1>rD- 
ther  uf  Absalom,  inaile  :ui  aitoinpt  to  *vure  ih<»  throne  ^^r^ 
hims^f^  and  disappoint  tlu>  intention  of  David,astuHuloinon*^| 
Having  Bssociate<l  lu  h)ni»4-lf  Joiih,  and  Abiathar  the  priest, 
bo  made  a  gn^t  f^^*  »>  Zuheletb,  Mhtch  it)  hy  Kurogel,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  a  strong  party  to  him  tliere.  Bui 
Nathan  and  Bathshi^ba  havino-  wnmed  David  of  Aflunijah'it 
projnct,  the  ajjed  monanlt  iinmedtati'ly  aasenibkil  liis  otficow, 
awl  caused  Solomon  to  rtde  on  hU  own  mule,  and  to  be  \tn*- 
ciaimcd  king.  Zadnk,  tbt^  pri^t,  also  look  an  horn  of  oil  out 
of  the  tabernacle,  and  anointed  the  young  prince :  and  all  the 
people  blew  a  tnitnpet,  and  said,  CimI  save  King  Solomon!* 

When  Adonijah  heard  what  L>:ivtd  had  duue,  lie  and  U'tM 
guests  became  atonuijd,  and  separated,  and  went  cvciy  nu 
his  way  :    as  for  Adonijah,  be  flinl  fur  refuge  to  the  horns  of' 
Ihc  altar,  Uvt  bis  bruthiM-,  Siilnmon,  ahoutd  day  him ;    but 
8i»lomon  sent  for  him,  and,  upon  ht»  aibiiiltling  himself  lu 
hii  authority,  dJsmi&seil    liiui,   and   sent  bim  to   hifi   owd  ^ 
bouBo.f  M 

OfW  uf  the  last  arts  of  David's  li(t<,  ami  evidently  in  the 
pMwp^ct  of  death,  was  the  re^laltun  and  appoinlnirni  of  ilio 
pricfita  iu  tbeir  couiM*,  and  tho  various  other  uHicers  of  th 
intended  temple.* 

Pmparing^  fur  his  immediate  dioolution,  the  aged  monarcll , 
assejnblett  all  thf  princos  of  Urael,  the  prinrra  of  the  iritm, 
and  the  captaiiw  of  tliv  t-ompauie«  that  ministiTod  to  the  king 
by  course^  and  the  captains  uvt^r  ihn  ihou^mU,  and  captain* 
OTor  the  huudnda,  and  ilte  alewanU  uvor  all  the  subtftaocQ 
and  pimi  anion  of  the  king,  and  of  Mm  sons,  with  the  ufficvr«» 
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I  hail,  in  min?  hr&rt  (o  biiilil  an  lioiiH  of  rest  fof  the  ark  of 
Ibe  covonaut  of  Jeliovah,  aiiiil  for  the  fuutblool  of  our  God, 
and  had  made  n>a<ly  fur  the  tiiiitdin^:  hnl  God  said  unto  me, , 
ihou  shalt  uot  biuld  an  hoii$4>  for  my  nninn,  Ixk^uw?  thou  hast 
bc«i  R  man  of  war,  and  hust  shod  Wood.  Ilnwbcit,  Jehovah, 
God  of  Isnu'l,  chose  me  )>efure  all  the  house  of  my  father  to 
be  king  over  Israul  for  ever:  for  he  hath  chosen  Judah  to  bo 
the  nik*r;  and  of  the  house  of  Judah,  the  house  of  my  father ; 
jHri^pcmg  the  sons  of  my  filthier,  he  liked  mo  to  make  me 
' Idn^ over  all  l^srael :  and  uf  all  my  suns,  (fur  Jehovah  hatit 
f^TMl  me  many  »ons)  he  bath  chosen  Solomon,  my  son,  to 
Kitupmi  the  throne  of  the  kingdom  of  Jehovah,  over  Israel. 
And  be  said  nntu  me,  Solomnri,  ihy  uon,  he  shall  build  my 
bouM,  and  my  coons ;  for  I  huve  rlnMien  him  to  lie  my  son, 
and  I  will  lie  his  fiUhfT.  Moreove-r,  1  will  establish  his 
kii^otn  for  over,  if  he  l»e  eniistaut  to  do  my  commandments, 
and  my  judgments,  as  at  this  day.  Now,  therefore,  in  the 
■is;bt  of  all  Itnicl,  the  cnngregiition  of  Jehovah,  and  in  the 
nmlienre  uf  our  God,  keep  :ind  seek  for  all  the  commuudnienta 
of  Jehovah,  your  God:  that  ye  may  possess  this  jjood  land, 
and  lea\(;  it  for  an  inhrritance  for  your  children  after  you  for 
ever.  And  Ihou,  Solomon,  my  son,  know  thou  (he  God  uf 
thy  Cither,  and  Rcrve  him  with  a  perfect  heart  and  with  a 
willinj;  mind :  lur  Jehovah  Heart-beth  nil  hearts,  and  under- 
alandetb  all  Ibe  iina^naiioos  of  the  tbou^bls:  if  itimi  seek 
Um,  ho  will  he  fouml  of  thee;  but  if  tho«i  funutke  btni,  be 
-wttl  cast  Ihoo  off  for  ever.  Take  heed  now,,  lor  Jehovah  bath 
cboani  Ihee  to  build  an  house  for  the  aanctuury :  be  strunis:, 
and  do  it.  * 

After  (;ivin^  to  Solomon  a  minute  mf>del  or  description 
what  ihe  fiiiute  temple  should  Iw.f  lie  dechin-d  ikit  Jehovah 
had  niade  him  umlenitund  in  writing  by  his  hand  U|H>n  bim. 
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even  all  the  works  of  ibis  pattern  ;  and  said  to  Solomon 
strong  and  ofgoud  cuiirti*i:c,  and  do  il :  fear  nut,  nor  be  iU&- 
ma^ed  :  fur  Jelio^ali,  God,  cvf^ii  inv  God,  'vnil  l>c  with  tluH; ; 
he  will  nut  fail  thee,  nor  fursakc  Ihee,  until  iliou  baM  tini&lied 
all  the  work  for  the  service  uf  Jvhovuh.  And,  behold>  the 
courses  of  the  priests  and  ihi'  Leiites,  even  tlu'V  shall  l>e  with 
lhoi:>  for  all  tim  service  uf  the  hnuso  of  Hod  :  and  there  shall 
be  with  tboe,  for  all  manner  of  workmanship,  every  willing 
skilful  man,  for  any  manner  uf  wnice  :  uhio  the  princes 
all  the  ptHiple  will  be  wboUy  at  ihy  commandment.* 

Then  addressing  the  cungregalion  he  said,  Soloiuon,  my 
son,  whom  God  alone  bath  chciKon,  U  yet  young  and  tender, 
and  the  work  is  great ;  fur  the  palare  is  not  for  man,  but  fur 
Jehnvab,  Cnd.  Now  I  have  prepared  with  all  my  might  fur 
tlie  huwie  of  my  God  ;  the  guld,  fur  things  tu  be  made  of  gold  ; 
and  the  silvor,  for  things  of  silver;  and  the  brasB,  for  things 
of  bniK;  the  iron,  fur  thingii  uf  iron  ;  and  wi»od,  fur  thi 
of  wood ;  unyx  stones,  and  Btones  to  be  set.  glister!  iig  stoa 
and  (if  divers  colours;  and  all  manner  uf  prvciutut  £lone»i 
and  marble  stoneiit  in  abund:ince.  Mureiiver,  because  I  ha 
•el  my  atTection  to  the  bouwof  my  OofI,  1  Itave,  of  mine  uw 
proper  good,  of  gold  and  silver,  which  I  have  given  to 
house  of  my  God,  over  and  above  all  llut  I  have  prejMred 
the  holy  house  Even  three  thousand  talents  of  guld,  of  t 
gold  of  tiphir,  and  seven  thouaand  tjilents  of  refined  silver,; 
to  overlay  the  walls  of  the  bouses  withal :  the  }£old,  fur  thiuj 
of  gold;  and  the  Milver  for  things  of  silver;  and  for  all  man- 
ner of  work  to  be  made  by  the  hands  of  artificers.    And  wltOi 
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thra  IK  willincr  to  con<HTrate  bis  wrvice  this  day  unto  Jeho* 
V9h  ?  Then  the  chief  of  the  Others  and  {irincps  of  tbc  tribe 
Af  Israel,  and  the  raptains  of  thniuaiuU  and  of  hundreds,  with*] 
tbo  rulers  of  tlio  king's  work,  btlhred  willingly  ;  and  ^ve  fur  ' 
the  wrvice  of  the  house  of  God.  of  ^ld»  five  thoosand  talent* 
and  trn  thousind  drams;  and  of  silver  ton  thousand  tali'nte;* 
and  of  brius,  cighteoo  ihouKand  tulcnts ;  and  one  hundred 
ihonsand  talents  of  iron.  And  they  with  wliom  precious  stone 
were  found,  i^iire  them  lu  the  treasure  of  the  house  of  Jeho- 
rali,  by  the  hand  of  Jehiel  the  Gcrshonite.  Then  the  peopio 
rejoi'wl,  foT  that  ibcy  offewd  willingly,  beraiise  wllh  perfect 
beail  they  offered  willingly  tu  Jebuvuh;  and  David,  the  king-, 
al«u  rejoiced  with  great  joy. 

Wbrrrfitrr,  David  blessed  Jehovah  before  wll  the  rongre- 
^tion  :  iitid  David  satil.  Blessed  be  thon,  Jehovah,  C>mI  of 
Isranl,  uur  father,  fur  ever  and  ever.  Tliine,  O  Jehovah,  is 
ibe  grrytnewt,  and  the  jMrwer,  and  the  glory,  and  ihe  victory,  < 
and  llie  majesty:  for  all  that  is  in  llie  heaven  and  in  th»^ 
«arth  IK  thine;  thtne  is  the  kingdom,  O  Jehovah,  and 
ihoa  art  oialled  us  head  above  all.  Both  riches  and 
hoDCMir  come  of  ihoei  and  thou  reignest  over  all;  and  to 
thine  hand  is  power  and  might ;  and  in  thine  hand  ia 
to  ninke  great,  and  lu  give  strength  unto  all.  Now,  iherc- 
forr,  our  Gud,  we  thank  Ihee,  and  pnilw  thv  glurioux  nnnie. 
But  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people,  thai  we  should  be  able 
to  offer  !«o  willingly  uRer  xUh  hort  ?  For  all  lliingt:  cuiue  of 
lliee,  an«l  of  thine  own  hare  we  given  Ihi-e.  For  we  are 
Klrangerh  befifre  thee,  and  sojonniers,  as  were  all  oar  fathers : 
ourdayg  un  the  earth  are  aa  a  shadow,  and  there  U  nutw 
biding.  O  Jehovnh,  our  God,  all  this  store  lh.il  Me  have 
part'd  tn  biiilil  ihif*  an  housie,  for  thine  holy  name,  coniclb 
•f  Ihina  huid,  and   ia  all   Ihinu  own.     I    know   aUv,   my 

*  ^.K.000.000  hi  gold,  lad  .^3.760.000  hi  silver    Br-  Wilmm. 
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6oA|  tfaftt  thou  tritot  th«  heart,  and  hast  pleatere  in  up- 
ifgfatueM.  As  for  me,  in  the  uprightness  of  mine  heart, 
I  have  willingly  oflered  all  these  things :  and  now  have 
I  seen  with  joy  thy  people;  which  are  present  here,  to 
oflfer  willingly  unto  diee.  0  Jehovah,  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  our  fathers,  keep  this  for  ever  in  the 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  of  thy  people,  and 
Ittepftre  their  heart  onto  thee  :  and  give  unto  St^omon,  my 
son,  a  perfect  heart,  to  keep  thy  commandments,  thy  testi- 
monies, and  thy  statutes,  and  to  do  all  these  things,  and  to 
boild  the  palace,  for  which  I  have  made  provision. 

And  David  said  to  all  the  congregation,  now  bless  Jehovah, 
your  God.  And  all  the  congr^ation  blessed  Jehovah,  God 
of  their  fathers,  and  bowed  down  their  heads,  and  worshipped 
Jehovah,  and  the  kii^.  And  they  sacrificed  sacrifices  nnto 
Jehovah,  and  oflered  burnt  ofTMngs  unto  Jehovah,  on  the 
morrow  after  that  day,  even  a  thousand  bullocks,  a  thousand 
rams,  and  a  thousand  lambs,  with  their  drink  ofierings,  and 
saMtifices  in  abundance  for  all  Israel :    and  did  eat  and  drink 


I- 

^■BSr  way,  tu  walk  before  mc  io  truth,  with  nil  itinir  heart 
Hted  witli  all  Iheir  soul,  thrri:'  t»faall  not  fuil  the**  (saitl  be)  a 
■AD  on  lb«  Ibrone  of  Israel.  Moreover,  thou  knouest  also 
■bat  Jaoh,  Ihe  suaofZcniiali,  did  (o  me,  and  wlial  he  did  lo 
Ike  two  captaloa  of  the  hust  of  Israel :  tuitn  Ahuor,  ihc  son 
•f  N^r,  aod  unto  Amasa,  the  uta  of  Joiher,  uhoni  he  slew, 
awl  iImnI  the  bkHtd  iif  war  iu  peaci^ ;  ami  put  I  Itn  blouci  of  war 
I  lib  ^rdle  that  was  about  his  loius,  and  id  bU  shoes  that 
'  on  bis  feet.  Do,  llien-fore,  acnmliiig  lo  thv  utadocn, 
and  let  iM»t  bis  hoar  bend  go  down  to  the  grave  in  peace. 
Bat  ahew  kindncsa  uiKo  the  sons  of  Bitrzillai,  the  Ctileaditc, 
and  let  them  be  of  those  that  eat  at  thy  table;  fur  so  tbejr 
aaa  lo  ne  when  1  Aed  bocau&e  of  Al>&aluiu,  thy  brother. 
AmI,  hdioU,  thou  bast  with  thee  8liiinei,  the  sun  uf  Gern»  a 
BesjaniUc  of  BaburlDi,  ubii-b  i-urscd  me  with  a  grit-vous 
cm  ui  the  day  when  I  went  to  Mabanaiui ;  but  be  raiue 
down  Co  meet  me  at  Jordan,  and  1  sware  to  bini  by  Jeliovah, 
■ying,  I  will  nut  put  thee  to  death  with  the  swurd.  >'ow, 
thwafuie,  bold  him  not  ^iltlcw;  for  tbou  art  a  wise  man, 
and  koowest  what  thou  oui^btest  lo  do  luitu  bim  ;  but  his  boar 
bead  bring  tbou  down  lu  the  grAve  wiih  blood.* 
^K  Tbe  taatwonls  oflbisB^edservantofG<Mlaresu|>{KiKe<l  lobe 
^^B»e  fullowiug :  David,  the  son  of  Jcsstf,  said,  and  tbe  man  who 
<ris  rauted  up  on  lii^,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and 
theawcct  pcdmist  of  Israel  said  ;  Tlie  spirit  of  Jehovab  spake 
by  me,  and  b'u  word  was  iu  ray  tongue.  The  God  of  Israel 
aaid,  iho  rock  uf  Israel  spoke  Iu  me.  He  that  rulctb  usev  men 
a«at  b^  just,  ruling- in  tbe  fear  of  God.  And  be  shall  be  oa 
illie  Hwlil  of  the  moniiti^  when  llip  snn  riM-th,  even  a  morning 
^Brilhuat  cloud;! ;  as  (he  tender  grass  springeth  out  of  the  earth 
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bj  clear  shining  after  rain.  Although  my  house  be  not  so 
-vidi  God ;  jet  he  hsth  made  with  me  an  everlasting  coto- 
iHUit,  ordered  in  all  things,  and  sore ;  for  this  is  all  my  saU 
▼ation,  and  all  my  desire,  although  he  make  it  not  to  grow. 
But  the  SODS  of  Belial  shall  be  all  of  them  as  thorns,  thrust 
away,  because  they  cannot  be  taken  with  hands:  but  the 
man  that  shall  touch  them  must  be  fenced  with  iron  and  the 
staff  of  a  spear ;  and  they  shall  be  utterly  burned  with  fire  in 
the  same  place.* 

And  the  days  that  David  reigned  over  Israel  were  forty 
years;  seven  years  reigned  he  in  Hebron,  and  thirty  and 
three  years  reigned  he  in  Jerusalem,! 

So  David  died  in  a  good  old  age,  full  of  days,  riches,  and 
bonoor ;  and  slept  with  his  &thers,  and  was  buried  in  the 
city  of  David.^ 

The  following  character  of  this  monarch  is  given  by  the 
learned  Dr.  Anselm  Bayly ;  **  View  him  a  youth  feeding  his 
fiUher's  sheep,  patient  of  his  brethren's  insults,  and  not  fearing 
the  Philistine ;  view  him  a  man  steady  in  friendship,  brave  in 
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Kgsidfiil  of  his  people,  silling  in  the  gate  and  attentive  lo 
dtMrgrieViiUL-es;  but  ti&pecially  l)i:liultJ  liitii  walking  humbly, 
poaiteolly,  and  devoutly  with  bis  God,  au  example  to  all.  If 
tnclry  bo  thy  taste  and  di:>li{;;:(it,  (Ituu  canst  not  but  admire 
Dmvid  ID  bis  |»Ka]ais,  mid  hyinn^,  ami  spiritual  soogs,  when  he 
teacbetfa  thee  to  weep  fur  Saul  and  Jonathan ;  to  discern  lb« 
i|iirtl  of  the  law,  (Ptu  I.  U.  cxix.) ;  lu  adore  thy  maker  iu  his 
wrksufcnealMMif  (Pn.  cxxxix.  civ.) ;  and  lo  praise  and  lore 
him  for  his  mercies  of  |>rcserTation  and  redemptiot),  (Ph.  ciii, 
audxvi)/** 


SOLOMON. 
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This  monarch  began  his  rei^rn  with  the  brightest 

^a\\   pf^ospecta,«ud  ttic  direst  promise :  the  approbation  and 

appointnititit  of  hi»  venerable  [inrent,  tht?  guod-will  of 

Us  MibjtcU,  and,  what  wiu  infinitely  of  more  importance,  the 

Mpecnl  &TOor  and  providence  uf  Gml. 

*     Strfomon  was  hardly  seated  on  his  throue,  when  his  brother 

AiJonij&h,  although  so  lately  pardoned,  discoTorcd  symptoms 

of  a  disposition  to  dispute  (he  mvrreigiitr.    At  least,  that 

k  the   con»trurliirn  put  by  commnitators  upon  his   iippli- 

catiou  to  be  permitted  to  marry  Abi^ha;;,  the  Shonamite. 

He  prevaiied  on  Katttshi^ba,  ihe  mulher  of  Solomon,  to  prefer 

ttili  requeft^  which,  however,  prtiducrd  an  immediate  sen- 

■coco  uf  death  from  titc  incenncd  monarrlu  an<l  which  waa  tt 

imiMNfiilcdy  executed  by  Benainh,  the  son  of  Jchoiada.t 

That  there  was  somo  eonspiraey  connected  with  this  appli- 


*  Old  Testament  In  Hebrew  and  Engllfth,  at  ih«  tad  of  Iha  Saeond 
Book  oT  8ftmiit:l. 


t  1  Kiogs.  tl.  18-93. 
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cation  is  clear;  ,for  Joab,  the  old  commander-in-chief,  had 
turned  after  Adonijah,  although  he  turned  not  after  Absalom,* 
and  fled  for  sanctuary  to  the  horns  of  the  altar,  whereeven 
he  was  slain  by  the  express  command  of  Solomon.  This  wc 
may  remember  was  one  of  the  last  commands  of  Darid,  and 
to  which  Solomon  in  passing  judgment,  distinctly  alluded, 
**  Fall  upon  him,  and  bury  him ;  that  thou  mayest  take  away 
the  innocent  blood,  which  Joab  shed,  from  me,  and  from  the 
house  of  my  father.  And  Jehovah  shall  return  his  blood  upon 
his  own  head,  who  fell  upon  two  men  more  righteous  and 
better  than  he,  and  slew  them  with  the  sword,  my  father, 
David,  not  knowing  thereof,  to  wit,  Abner,  the  son  of  Ner, 
captain  of  the  host  of  Israel,  and  Amasa,  the  son  of  Jether, 
captain  of  the  host  of  Jndah.  Their  blood  shall  therefore 
return  upon  the  head  of  Joab,  and  upon  the  head  of  his  seed, 
for  ever:  but  upon  David,  and  upon  his  seed,  and  upon  his 
bouse,  and  upon  his  throne,  shall  there  be  peace  for  ever  from 
Jehovah."  t 

Shimei  also  soon  after  received  the  same  sentence,   for 
Solomon  Laviiiir  nr^'sr-rllHil  bint  a  s-irt  j.t'liinnmir-iWl 
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a  drvntn  bynt^thl,  and  said,  ask  whtit  I  shall  give 

To  which  tlie  DKniarch  mplip*!.  Tlutu  hast   &hrwcd 

ihytervant  David,  my  father,  groal  merry,  according 

walked  before  tbeo  iu  tnitb,  and  in  ri-;ht«ou£ness,  aud 

itoen  of  heart  with   lh<v ;   niid   thiiii   linsi    kept  for 

in  ibis  great  kinditCKs,  that  (hou  hast  given  him  a  son  tv 

on  his  throne,  as  it  is  thJA  day.     And  now,  O  Jebuvab, 

\y  Gnil,  ihun  hiui  made  thy  serrant  kini^  instead  of  David, 

;  and  i  am  but  a  lillle  child,  I  know  not  how  to  go 

ID.     And  thy  servant  is  in  (ho  midst  of  (by  peo- 

',  which  Ibuu  bust  chotsen,  a  great  people,  that  cannot  be 

nor  coanteil  for  multitude.     Give,  ihen>fon>,  thy 

nnderstondin^  henrt  to  jud^  iby  p(M)plc,  that  I 

ly  discern  between  gooi)  and  Uid  ;  fur  who  is  able  to  jiid^> 

thy  so  f;rf!Mt  a  peopl*^.      Anrl  tbi>  speech  pleased  Jebo- 

ilt,  that  Solonurn  had  askt-il  IhiH  ibin^.     And  God  said  unto 

1.  BcrnuM*  thou  hast  a^ed  this  thin<;,  and  bftsi  not  asked 

ljiy>(flf  hmglifp;  nrntlicr  hast  a-sked  riches  for  thyaolf,  nor 

isk«d  the.  life  of  thine  enemies ;  but  bast  asked  for  thy- 

'iindcrxianrling  to  di^eru  judgment ;  behold,  I  have  done 

irding  to  thy  words :    lo,   I   have  fpven  llice  a  wise  and 

iirr«tanding  heari,  m  that  there  was  none  like  thee  before 

;  neither  afler  thee  shall  any  arise  like  nnto  thee.     And 

have  aUo  given  thee  that  wincli  thou  hast   not  asked,  both 

lea  and  humiur ;  rii  that  there  sh:d)  not  be  any  among 

kingn  like  unto  tli<*c  all  thy  day>t.     And  tf  thou  wilt  walk 

ill  oiy  wuya  lo  keep  my  statutes  and  my  eommandmentit,  as 

^tliy  father  Duvid  did  walk,  then  I  will  lengthen  thy  days. 

d  8oluinuu  awoke,  and  behold  it  wa-t  a  dream.     And  he 

lo  JcTUiolem,  and  stood  before  the  ark  of  the  covenant 

ilaborab,  and  ofiurod  np  burnt  oHeringif,  and  offered  peace 

uflertngs,  and  madeaieast  to  nil  bis  servants.* 
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It  is  not  easy  to  arran^  or  preserve  a  correct  chronology 
of  the  tranaaciiiHis  n;hititl  conocrntiig  Sulonion,  in  the  First 
Buuk  of  Kiii^  Aud  ttw  Second  Book  of  Chruuiclcs ;  and  it 
will  ttierefuni  be  incH^  t-iinveiiient  to  relate  them  merely  aa 
(acts  which  luuk  place  during  th&t  ntouarch's  reign,  the  great 
kjhI  principal  feature  of  which  was  the  crecti<in  and  dediratiuD 
uf  the  first  temple. 

For  thiH  porpofic  his  father,  David,  had  collected  immense 
amterials;  lu  which  Sulumun  added  others,  and  was  much 
unsted  bv  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre*  wiwseut  him  bulb  artitjcers 
and  materials,*  sending  the  oedan  of  Mount  LtbaaoD  in 
Auals  tu  Jnppa,  f*t)in  w  hence  Sulomon  conveyed  them  by  land 
Bo  JsruHdein. 

This  ^eat  work  was  beffoii  in  the  month  of  April.f  in 
th«  4d0th  year  aAer  the  Exudtu,^  and  was  completed  in 
the  month  of  Octuber§,  seven  years  af^erwnrdR.  The  B|>ot 
selected  fur  tliiii  object  was  in  Mount  Moriah,  so  long 
diMtinguislicil  fur  the  exhibition  of  llie  faith  of  Abm)inm,|| 
and  was  the  actual  threshing  floor  lately  purchuMHl  of 
Araunali,1]  and  visited  by  the  especial  presence  of  <«>d.*« 

Huvii:^  completed  the  temple,  (he  monarch  wa*  next  careful 
to  place  tlierein  its  most  impurtant  embeUiahnients,  even  tlie 
ark  of  the  roretiant.  which  David  liad  brought  up  fruiu 
Kirialhjearim,  and  placed  in  a  tent  at  Jcffnaleat.tt     Fur 

*  I  Kinjts,  V.    SChroD.  U. 

t  Which  correipoods  to  the  TTcbrew  nonth  Ztf. 

}  IKinjcs.  Tl.  I. 

I  Which  anawen  to  the  Hebrew  mnnth  Tlitl. 

IjOen.  xxU.  l:2Sun.  xilv.  lA.  U3. 

**  Tk«  partlculjir*,  proportion,  stid  ipleuilirl  itrirorslionfl  of  ihlf 

Bi«|iii(icc»t  erection  ire  aiioulvly   ir'aloil  lu  1  Kiiiffi,  tI.  rii.    antl 

9  Chron.  ili.  iv.     And  trr  a  minute  hUiory  of  (lir  icnipip  rntm  its 

rrecttan  to  Ui  filial  tleitruetlcMi.  exIrsetcO  froui  CAlmotjuiJ  Joitrphu*. 

by  A.  CUrkt,  apud  Harm,  fl  Klnxt.  rl 

M  9  Chron.  t.  -k 
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this  solemn  purpase,  Solomon  assemblrd  the  eldeis  and  fathers 
of  Lorat-I,  at  the  Ihast  in  the  serrnih  month  of  Ethanim,  when 
the  pricnis  took  up  the  ark,  and  brought  il,  and  tlip  tabcmnrle 
of  the  r{ingT(«riti«n,  and  all  the  holy  vessels  thai  were  in  iho 
tabernach',  luito  his  place  into  the  oracle*  of  the  hoiuk>,  to 
tbe  mofft  holy  place,  even  under  the  wings  of  the  cbcrubims, 
who  itpri'ad  tiirth  their  (wo  wiii^js  over  the  place  of  thf  ark, 
and  the  c-ln'nibitns  covered  the  ark.  Then>  watt  nothing  in 
the  ark,  save  the  two  tables  of  sione,  which  Moses  put  there 
at  lloreb,  when  Jehovah  made  a  rovenant  with  the  children 
ciflsraei,  when  they  nunc  out  ofthe  land  of  E^'pt.  And  it 
came  to  pasA,  when  Ihc  pri4<Hts  were  come  out  of  the  holy 
plaee,  that  the  doudf  tilled  the  bouse  of  Jehovah:^  so  that 
tb«  priests  could  not  stand  §  to  niiniiiter  by  reason  of  the 
dood  :  fur  tlie  glory  of  Jehovah  had  fitliHl  (he  house  of  God. 
Then  it  was  that  K<iliimon  pronuunciM)  that  beautiful  prayer 
OD  llic  dedication  of  ilie  temple,  which  Uan  ever  been  coii- 
flidcred  tu  a  slandard  of  beauty,  eloquence,  and  piety, 
**  Jelwvah  said  that  be  wouki  dwell  in  tlio  thick  darkness,  I 
have  surely  biilll  ihee  an  hous<H  to  dwell  in,  a  settled  phtce 
fw  ihee  to  abide  in  for  ever.  And  the  king  turned  hia  face 
about*  and  blessed  all  the  congregation  of  Urael:  and  all  tha 
oongregntiiio  of  Israel  stood.  And  he  said,  blessed  be  Je- 
bovali,<tod  of  IsTTtel,  whiihsjiake  with  hiK  tnouth  unto  David, 
my  fiitber,  and  haih  >nth  his  hand  fullilled  it,  sa^-ing,  since 
ibe  day  that  I  bmu^hl  forth  uiy  people  Israel  out  of  Cgy{^(, 
I  chose  uo  city  out  of  all  Ihc  tribes  of  Israel  to  build  an  house. 


*  t  Klnirs,  vl.  10.    8  Chron.  ii.  SO. 

t  OrSbechtnsh;  intl  witich  Dr.  Jamii^sdn  coii>tiil«r«  a  l^pe  of  th« 

incanialinn.    L'sv  of  HarrrtI  lIHtory  :   Vul.  1).  3VH. 

X  I  KtniTf.  tUl.  I— IS.     a  t  liroii.  V.  2—14. 

^  What  ■  proHf  of  itip  bving  of  God.  and  of  the  DiTinc  Prrs«ne< ! 

Wliiii  must  itinie  Itoly  aicn  hive  felt  at  that  time?   A.  CuiU(>.   S<i 


Kxod.  xJ.  »,  9i, 
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that  (DV  name  mi^ht  br  Ihvrrin  ;  neither  cboso  I  anj  man  to 
be  a  ruler  nvcr  my  people  Israel ;  hiil  I  huve  chosen  Jerusa- 
lem, (hat  my  pame  might  he  there:  and  I  burechost^n  David  to  fl 
bo  over  my  people  Israel.  And  it  was  in  ibo  heart  irf"  David,  " 
my  father,  to  build  an  boiuw  for  thn  name  nf  Jehovah, 
God  of  Isniel.  And  Jeltorah  said  unto  David,  my  father. 
whereas  it  was  iu  thine  heart  tu  build  an  houiie  nnlo  my 
name,  thou  didvt  wnll  that  it  was  in  thine  heart.  Nevortbelecs, 
(hoti  shalt  not  build  the  hiiutie  ;  hut  thy  fum.  that  idiall  cnroe 
forth  out  of  ihy  loiii»,  he  atiall  build  tliv  hotise  unto  my  name. 
And  Jehovah  hath  (lerfumiod  bis  word  thai  he  spake,  and  I  »ia  fl 
risen  up  in  the  room  of  David,  my  father,  and  ait  on  the  throne 
of  Israel,  aa  Jehovah  promisod,  and  have  built  an  houAefor  Ibe 
oanie  uf  Jehovah,  <jud  of  Urael.  And  I  have»et  there  a  pItM 
for  the  ark,  wherein  is  the  covenaul  of  Jehovah,  which  he  mada 
with  our  fibers,  when  he  brought  thoin  out  uf  the  land  uf 
Egypt, 

And  Sulumun  stood  before  the  altar  of  Jehovah,  in  the  pre* 
Hoce  of  an  tite  con^regatiou  of  li>rael,  and  spread  forth  hia 
bands  toward  heaven  :  and  be  said,  O  Jehovah,  (jod  of  Isnuri, 
tliere  is  no  God  like  thee,  in  heaven  above,  or  on  tivs  earth 
beneath,  who  kcL-pest  covenant  anil  mercy  with  thy  aervauts, 
tlial  walk  before  thev  with  ail  their  heart :  who  haat  kepi 
with  tby  acrvant  David,  my  falltcr,  that  thou  promiaedal 
him:  thou  spuki-st  also  with  thy  mouth,  and  hasi  fultilUid 
it  with  thine  lumd,  as  it  is  iJiis  day.  Therefore  now, 
Jeboraby  God  uf  liracl,  kcrp  with  tby  servant  David, 
my  fnlhrr,  titat  thou  promiacdst  bim,  saying,  There  ^hall 
not  fail  thee  a  man  in  my  si;^it  tu  sit  on  the  throne  of 
Isniei,  so  that  thy  children  take  heed  to  thetr  way,  ilm( 
they  walk  linfum  me  lu  thou  hast  walked  b(.*fnrt<  me. 
And  now^  O  God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word,  I  pray  ihev,  be 
voritiud,  which  tbou  spakcst  untu  thy  servdjit  David,  my 
fiUber.     But  mil  God,  indeed,  dwell  ou  the  earth  i    behold. 
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braven  and  heavtm  of  heavens  cannot  conhiin  tbms, 
'  niurli  less  this  hmiso  that  I  havp  builtli-d  ?     \et  bavQ* 
tbou  rpsperf  unto  tho  prayer  of  thy  scrrant,  and  to  his  sop- 
pliraiton,  O  Jehuvuh,  my  Goil,  lo  licnrkMi  unto  the  rry  and 
10  ibe  pmycT  which  thy  servant  praypth  hcfiiro  lhn«  in-day  : 
tfiat  thine  eyes  nmv  ht>  open  toward  this  house  nijE^ht  and  j 
dqr,  ercii  toward  ihn  plaro  of  which  Ihua  hast  siiid,  my  nomn 
tka\\  be  tluTP:    that  thon  mayoKt  hearken  imto  the  prayer 
wWch   thy  itervaiit  sliall   make   toward   thU  placr.      And 
boarfcri)  thou  to  the  ftnppliratton  of  thy  servant,  and  u(  thy 
people  Isnel,  when  thi^y  shall  pmy  tovrnrd  this  placv  :     and 
bear  Ihou  in  heavi^n  thy  dwelling  pUce ;   and  wht>n   thou 
bBareiEt,  forgivp. 

If  osy  man  trosjKuis  .i;^ninst  hu  nei^hhour,  and  an  oath  b»| 
laid  uptin  him   to  cause  him  to  suvcor,  and  the  oalh  comfl  1 
tkcfon*  thine  altar  in  thishoaao:  thm  hear  thou  in  lienTni, 
aiid   do,  and  judge  thy  ser^aiilR,  condeninini;  the  wicked, 
•o  Imng    his    way    upon    hin    head;    and   juMlifying    the 
ri^tnons,  lo  g^ire  him  acrordin?  to  Ms  righteouBPCM. 

When  thy  peo|>li'  IwtjpI  he  smitten  down  hf((>ro  the  enemy, 
bpcaiMP  the}'  have  sinmMl  a^ain»i  ihee,  and  i^hall  turn  again 
hi  ihi'e,  and  ronfess  thv  namc^  and  prav,  and  make  snppli- 
ration  unio  thpc  in  this  hutur:  then  hear  thou  in  h^nvcn,  and 
linrgiTp  the  ifin  tifthy  fieople  Iin«c>l,and  bnii^  them  again  unio 
tite  hind  which  thou  pivesl  onto  their  fallier*. 

Wlwii  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  h  no  rain,  lx>>raufie  th#^ 
have  ainned  a^insl  t\iee :  if  thiry  pray  toward  thi.s  pUcr, 
■Md  cutifeas  thy  name,  and  turn  from  their  sin,  when  thou 
aiI»rtMt  them:  then  hear  thon  in  heavim,  and  forgiro 
ibc  am  of  Ihy  aervanta,  ami  of  tli)-  people  iarael,  that  ibou 
l««cfa  Iheni  the  good  way  wherein  Ihey  tdwuJd  walk,  and 
fi*«  rain  opoo  thy  land,  which  thou  hast  given  lo  Ihy  peo- 
ple, for  an  inhenlanre. 

If  (berc  be  lu  the  huid  faniioc,  if  tliere  be  peitileiice,  bUft- 
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ting',  mildew,  loctut,  or  if  there  be  caterpillar;  if  their 
eaemy  besiege  them  in  the  land  of  their  cities;  whatso- 
emr  plagae,  whatsoever  sickness,  there  be ;  what  prayer 
and  supplication  soever  be  made  by  any  man,  or  by  all 
thy  people  Israel,  which  shall  know  every  man  the  plague 
of  his  own  heart,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  towards  this 
house:  then  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and 
fin^ve,  and  do,  and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his 
ways,  whose  heart  thou  knowest;  (for  thou,  even  thou 
only,  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  the  children  of  men ;) 
that  they  may  fear  thee  all  the  days  that  they  live  in  the 
land  which  thou  gavest  unto  our  Others. 

Moreover,  concerning  a  stranger,*  that  is  not  of  thy  peo- 
ple Israel,  but  cometh  oat  of  a  far  country  fur  thy  name's 
sake;  [for  they  shall  hear  of  thy  great  name,  and  of  thy 
strong  hand,  and  of  thy  stretched  out  arm ;)  when  he 
shall  come  and  pray  towards  this  house;  bear  thou  in 
heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  do  according  to  all  that 
the  stranger  calleth   to  thee   for;  that  all   people  of  the 


dwcntelref  in  the  bnd  whither  t)iey  vere  carried  raptivcft, 
itud  repent,  aad  nuke  supplication  unto  ihee  in  the  land 
of  Ibem  thai  carried  theiu  captives,  saying ;  We  have  stnupd, 
■od  Iwre  done  perversely,  wc  have  cotiuiiilted  wickinlneMs; 
and  so  rotnm  unto  thee  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all 
their  ioiil,  in  the  land  of  their  enemies,  which  led  ihera 
■way  captive,  and  pray  unto  thee  toward  their  land,  which 
Ihou  ^vest  unto  ttteir  falbera,  the  city  which  thou  ha-st 
eboani,  and  the  honse  which  [  have  built  fur  thy  name :  then 
Imt  ihoti  Ifirtr  prayer  and  their  suppUcalion  in  heaven  thy 
dwelling  place.,  and  miintairi  their  cause,  anil  ^rg'ivt*  thy 
people  tliat  have  sunned  agaiost  thee,  and  all  their  trans- 
grti iiMM  wbcrein  they  have  irana^mMed  against  thee«  an<l 
gin  tbmn  conapaasinn  bef<ire  them  who  carried  them  raptive, 
Am  t(i«ir  may  hare  compassion  on  them  :  for  they  he  thy 
people  and  thy  inheritance,  which  thuu  bruughle^l  forth  oat 
•f  Egypl«  from  the  midst  of  the  furnace  of  iniu  :  tliat  thine 
■JM  mar  bet  open  unto  the  giippliculion  of  Ihy  »!rvuut,  and 
aalo  th«  supplication  of  Ihy  people  Israel,  to  hearken  untu 
Umib  in  all  ihnt  ihey  call  for  unto  ihec.  For  ihuu  di<Ut 
acfiBfate  tlirm  from  among  all  the  |ieopIe  of  the  earth,  to  he 
ihinr  inberitam-e,  aa  thou  spakest  by  the  hand  of  Moees,  thy 
servant,  when  iliou  bfoi^blcst  oar  fathers  out  of  Egypt,  0 
Jehorah,  God, 

Aud  it  waa  so,  thai  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of 
pmyiiit;  all  litis  prayer  and  8up[dicatioii  unto  Jehovah,  he 
arUR  from  before  tbe  altar  of  Jehovah,  from  kneeling  on  hit 
knees  with  hi*  hands  spread  up  to  heaven.  And  he  stood 
tad  hteakeil  all  the  congregation  of  Israel  with  n  loud  votct>, 
ngt  BlcotcJ  be  Jelwvah,  that  luilh  given  rest  udIo 
people  l«ael,  according  to  all  that  he  proiolsed ;  there 
hath  not  fiuled  one  word  of  all  big  go<Kl  promiiie,  which  he 
promiaed  by  the  hand  of  Moses,  his  senant.  Jehovah,  onr 
Gud,  be  with  as,  au  he  was  with  our  fathers;  let  him  nvt 
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leave  uf),  nor  forsake  iis ;  that  lio  may  incline  our  hearts  unto 
him,  to  walk  in  his  Mrars,  and  to  keop  his  commandnicntii, 
ftDd  his  f$tatutc&,  and  his  Judgtiients,  which  he  conimanded  our 
fathers.     And  let  these  my  words»  wlicrewilh  I  have  made 
supplirutioQ  bt'fure  Jehovah,  l>e  iii^-^h  un(u  Jehovah,  our(iod, 
«]ny  and  night,  that  he  maintain  tlie  rause  of  his  servant,  and4 
lite  i-ausc  uf  his  pcojile  Israel,  at  all  liuti-s,  as  ihc  matter  shall] 
rt^iiire;   that  all  the  people   uf  ilu>  earth  may   know   that] 
Jeho\ah  in  (lud,  and  that  there  ix  mine  else.     Let  vuur  heart,  ] 
ibercfore,  be  perfect  with  Jehovah,  our  (iod,  to  walk  in  hi«j 
sthttites,  and  lo  keep  hia  cominandmeDts,  as  at  thiii  day.' 

Ami  thL>  kin^,and  :il)  [smelwitb  him, offered saeritiee  iH^for^j 
Jehovah,  And  Solomon  otTered  a  saentice  of  peace  olferiitji;StJ 
which  he  offered  unto  Jehovah,  two  and  twenty  thousand  osen,J 
and  an  hundred  ami  twenty  thousand  ^heep.  Sti  the  kiii<r,  and] 
all  the  children  of  Israel,  dediraleil  the  house  of  Jelmvnh.f 

Now,  when  8<doamn  had  made  an  end  of  pmying,  tho  fir»| 
rante  down  from  heaven,  and  consumed  (he  bunit  offerinn 
and  the  siicrtficcs;  and  the  ^lory  of  Jehovah  fille<1  the  house.^ 
And  the  priext-s  rould  not  enter  into  the  honw  of  JehovAhaj 
because  the  ^lory  of  Jeliovah  had  filled  the  house  of  Jehovnit, 
And  when  all  the  children  of  Israel  saw  how  the  fire  came 
down,  and  tht  glury  of  Jehovah  u()on  the  lioim\  they  bowed 
Ibemselvfit  wiih  their  face»  lo  the^^ruund  upon  the  paveiueut^, 
and  woreldppiH],  and  praised  Jehovah,  sa>ing.  For  he  u  good ; 
for  hi-"*  mercy  entlureth  for  ever.J 

At  the  same  time  Solomon  kept  the  feast  »*Ten  d»>-«,  and^ 
all   Israel  with  him,  a  very  great  run^gation,  from  the 
entOTin^  in  of  I  lama  ih  unto  the  river  of  l^^*p1.§     Aud  in  (Ih* 


*  1  Kini^ti.  vill    12— iM.    9  Citron,  vl-  I— M.  | 

^  Su|>pos«d  to  \n!  rrora  Antiuch  or  Syria,  to  tho  Rtiloorocars  ;  lhi> 
ronn«r  being  on  iht  9ortA,  tlio  Utter  on  the  tokfA ;  i.  r.  fiooi  ooa  «i< 
trrniiir  of  the  Und  lo  tbt  other.    A.  CLkiiKi. 
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eig^litb  clay  llipy  niaile  a  suletnn  assembly;  for  Oiey  kt'|ii  tht» 
dedtcalion  ofltie  altar  serca  days,  and  the  feast  M-veii  days. 
And  oa  tht*  three  and  twentieth  day  of  the  lioventh  month 
the  king  sent  ihe  people  away  into  their  tents,  glad  and  nieriy 
in  bean,  for  iho  ^oodnesB  that  Jehorah  hud  .shewed  unto 
David,  aud  tu  Solomon,  and  to  Israel  bis  people.* 

HeudcA  this  ma[riiiticeni  temple,  Solomon  erected  a  pnlace 
forhiiiwelf.of  g^reai  »pleiidour,+ and  tiw  house  of  the  forest  of 
Lebaoun,  aud  a  smaller  palace  for  liLs  queen,  the  daughter 
of  Phanioh;  who,  as  a  gentile,  he  did  not  think  it  rii^ht 
ftbould  dwell  in  the  houso  of  David,  kiug^  of  Isranl,  whereunlu 
the  ark  of  Jehovah  had  como  ;^  and  these  latter  erections,  il 
»  mid,  occupied  a  space  uf  thirteen  yeurs,^ 

And  il  came  to  pas$»  when  Solomon  had  finished  Iho  build- 
iog^uflhe  hoiueof  Jehovah,  aud  theking's  house,  and  allSuln- 
aoD's  desin  which  be  w;is  pleased  to  do^  tliat  Jehovah  ap- 
peared to  Solomon  the  second  time,  as  he  had  appeared  unto 
bimatGibeon.  And  Jehovah  suid  untii  liiin,  I  have  bmuil  thy 
prayer  and  thy  suppUcdlion  that  thiiu  hast  made  before  me; 
I  haVL*  hallowed  this  house,  whiih  thou  hast  built,  to  put  my 
came  there  forever;  and  mine  eyes  aud  mine  heart  shall  be 
there  perpetually.  And  if  thou  wilt  walk  before  me,  ax 
David  thy  father  walked,  in  integrity  of  heart,  and  io 
uprightness,  to  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  connnaiuled 
thee;  and  wilt  kivpmy  statutt«  aud  myjudginentf;,  then  I  will 
r«tablti^h  the  throne  of  thy  kingdom  upon  Israel  foreier,  as 
I  pronuaod  to  David.  Ihy  father,  saying,  There  shall  not  fail 
thee  a  man  U|Kjn  the  throne  of  Israel.  But  if  ye  shall  al  all 
turn  from  fulluwing  me,  ye  or  your  children,  and  will  not 
k»-'ep  my  coQUnandmcnta  and  my  statul«s  which  I  have  set 

•  SChron-Tii.  S— 10. 

t  Sm  the  deicripUon  of  Ihli  boiltllnfc  in  I  Kings,  vii.  I— I'J. 

*  iiCbron.  viU.  II.      1  Kings,  ix.  94. 

^  1  KiagA,  ^ii.  1. 
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before  yon,  but  pu  and  Bcrvo  other  {rods,  ami  worship  them; 
thpn  will  I  cut  off  Israei  out  of  ihe  lantl  wliicli  I  bave  giren 
(bcm;  and  this  hoiue  whicb  I  have  hallowed  for  my  Dame, will 
I  cut  out  of  my  sight ;  and  Israel  sliall  be  a  proTorb  a.nd  a 
by-word  amon^  all  people  ;*  and  at  this  homic,  which  in  high, 
every  one  that  paasuth  by  it  sliall  be  ostnnuhed,  and  Rhall 
hiss;  and  they  shall  say.  Why  hath  Jeborah  dune  thus  unlu 
thiii  land,  and  to  this  hoiisn?  And  they  shall  answer,  BecauM  ] 
they  forsook  Jeho\-ah,  Iheir  God,  who  broii^t  forth  their  1 
fathers  out  of  the  land  of  H^pi,  and  have  tukon  hold  upon 
other  g^ftds,  and  hare  worshipped  them,  and  served  them; 
therefore  hath  Jehovah  brong-ht  upon  them  all  this  e\nl.+ 

Strides  the  cedar  wo^mI  and  artificers  with  whirb  Hiiam  i 
had  supplied  Solomon  fur  these  important  erections,  he  aUoj 
sent  him  six  score  talents  of  pold,*  and  f'uir  hnndreil  and  fifty 
talent*  of  gold  from  Ophir  ;§  and  Solomon  in  return,  over  and 
beyond  the  com,  wine,  and  oil,  which  lie  had  conlrarte*!  id  , 
pay  his  servants,!!  gave  him  also  twentj-  cities  in  the  lami  of 
Galilee;  with  which,  however,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  *eitiified,  for  he  eallctl  theni  Cabul.^ 

This  highly  favonreil  monarch  also  built  Millo,  and  the  ^ 
wall   of  Jerusalem,  and  Ilagor,  and   Megiddo,  and  Gezcr,  , 


*  How  it  it  possible  ihat  an  inRdd  cao  resist  Ihe  effect  of  the  ex- 

oct  fulfllmcol  of  Ihi*  and  similar  profitirclpi!,  in  cTpry  Jew  he  sect 

or  hears  uf,  frnm  Ibe  rkbrst  to  thv  pfM>rrst  amon|t«l  Ihcm  1 

t  I  Kinp.  Ix.  I— O.    aChron.  vU.  II— ». 

I  I  KInffi,  1x.  U. 

^  I  Kings.  IK.  Sis    tf  Chron.  u.  tn. 

II  SChroa.  li.  IQ.     I  Klagt.  v.  II. 

^   1  Kingii.  i«.  n— 13.    9l*hrMi.vlU.  S.    Tbo  won)  Tabul  ^UnU 

flrs  dUpleaalnjr  or  flirty.    Thef  HPem  tobBvn  b«4>i)  smnll  towns  In 

the  Viciniljr  of  Tjrrv,  b«yonil  Ihi!  bouDdatir^  of  Itie  land,  as  di%id9il 

b;  JoahiiB,  aad  lately  feakni  fruuibe  aDcieoi  bthabiiaiili.    t»coiT» 

in  I  Kiiifs,  U- 
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which  Pbaraub,  king  of  ^o^pt,  bavins;  taken  and  barnt, 
and  slain  the  Canaaiiilcs  who  dwell  (hero,  gave  fur  a  |)rc- 
WOt  to  his  ituu^bUT.  lie  iiLiu  went  to  llimiutb/obuh,  and 
prcrailed  against  tl,  anil  buill  Bothboron  the  up|M^r,  ami 
Belhborun  the  aether,  Baalalb,  and  Tadmor*  in  Uie  wilder- 


•  Tidnor  in  the  m-iltlprnpAti ;  &rimrsrds  iHe  city  and  jiowprfiil 
slate  of  PaloiyrK.  whose  splentlitl  ruiua  itiU  constitute  oae  of  the 
grandesl  moiigmrnls  of  tliv  remaloK  of  antiquity,  aiid  one  of  the  mo»t 
latrmling  KpectaclM  to  IniTelters.     "  To  the  west,  nboat  aiidwiy 
^tw^TB  Orouroi  and  Emesa,  io  the  vast  d»cn  which  connecis 
Syria  with  Arabia,  Is  Palmyra,  or  Tailamora,  tHo  city  of  psloi  trers* 
It  wu  a  novt  powerful  city  under  iu  celpbrated  quaeii,  Z«uobi&,  the 
vifc  of  Od«natDs-    Shn  n(ipos«fl  the  Emperor  Aurelion,  in  the  [ilains 
of  Syria,  it  the  head  of  TUO.OOO  uti-n,  and  Itad  nearly  defratcO  Mm. 
I>ut  was  ovcrlhrovtu  aiid  carrlod  oaptive  to  Italy,  A.  O.  273,  wlirre 
•be  had  large  possessions  aasigned  tob«r  ni'ur  the  Tiber.     She  was 
no  left  sn  accoiniilished  than  a  brsvc  princess,  and  had  for  her  Kccre- 
tary  the  celebraUd  Longiiiui*,  the  reptilod  author  of  the  well-known 
ireslis*  ou   the  sublime."     Butler's  Geography,  d09.     8co  loor 
particular  accouota  of  I'aluyra,  Ac-  io  the  follou  in^  wot  ks :  Ancleat^ 
Uoiverul  History,  toI-  t.  367-     Guthrie's  General  History,  vol.  1. 
107<     Pridesux.  vol.  it.  500.     GitabuUi  chap.   %\-     Buckingharo'it 
Trareli  among  the  Arab  Tribi-»,  i28.      Volney's  Travels  in  Syria 
mad  Egypt,  toI-  li.  chop.  SO.     The  won  mlouie  account  Is  given  by 
Oawkins.    Wood,    and   Bouverie,  from  whonj  the  above   writer 
htTe  brgely  borrowed;  and  by  Dr.  HaMey.  in  the  Phllosophica 
Tnatactioni;  but  ibc  nwnl  loleresllog  slatemeuls  tniy  be  seen  lal 
Weill's  Scripture  Geography,  vol.  ii.  01—70.     C.  T.  MiadleloD**] 
Qeograpliy.  vol.  i.  87 — 00-     Folio.     London.  177S.     And  Crevlcr'a 
Ltvcfl  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  vol.  Ix.  147— I7d.     Bee  also  Sel- 
ler's Anlir|.  of  Palm.     Londou,  ltK>6.     And  Quarterly  Journal  of 
Kducaliun,  No.  ill.  p.  13k 

The  valley  of  salt,  where  David  got  him  a  name  by  smiting  the 
Syrians,  ts  about  four  tnlles  from  this  city.    8  8am-  viii.  18.     fJar- 
mer.  amongst  a  variety  of  inlcreitljig  remarks,  has  the  following: 
**  To  those  who  feel  something  of  an  iocredulous  anilely,  about  ih 
aeeoaats  which  the  sacred  writers  Uave  given  us,  of  the  extent  ofl 
Ibe  kiDgdoiOi  and  of  the  fane  of  Israel  la  the  days  of  David  and 
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ness,  and  citice  of  store  in  llninaU),  and  cities  for  his  churiots, 
and  citirs  for  his  borecrocn,  l^nrcd  cities,  with  walls,  g»loSi 
and  bars ;    for  all  wliirh  piir|Kt<h'.-{  ho  raiged  ft  levy  of  3(MH>0 
men,  bcsidps  170,000  bearvrs  of  burdens,  and  hewers  in  Ihe^ 
mowntaiiu.*  fl 

Jehorah  had  promiaed  Sohmion  gwal  wiftdomt  fcr  g«- 
Tornnienl,  and  one  instance,  in  particular^  ia  rccordi^l  of 
his  extraordinary  discriminalion:  two  wuinen  laid  claim 
to  the  same  child,  and  imrh  pi'rsisting  Ihal  it  naa  hor 
own  offspring;,  the  judiciom  monarch,  by  ordering^  th«* 
child  lu  be  cut  aamidor  alivo,  and  divided  beTWPcn  tlwni, 
ascerlmiied,  from  tin*  ibrco  of  nmturual  fwUug,  iho  rif^htliit , 
claimant.  And  all  Israel  beard  of  the  jnd^ent  which  th 
kJn^  had  judged,  and  they  feared  the  king ;  for  they  saw  tha 

Hnlomon,  I  would  rpcomratmltliccurfou<i  acrnunt  whicliWooiIfRiilnS 
of  Paltnj-ni)  hat  gWrn  nrtliAt  itatr-   I.rl  llirm  consider  Ihit  tt  wns  i 
small  iprritnr;  in  tlie  m'ulst  of  a  tlnsert.nnil  y«lf'xt<-niU-<l  U»  conqurstil 
orcr  many  rich  countries  and  eoiisitltrablcfltatvs;  Itiat  the  great  king- 1 
doms  of  the  SclcncIdR  and  of  thr  Pto1oiiil<s  became  part  at  the  da»  J 
minium  of  a  fiiigle  rily,  wliuse  nnine  we  lii  rain  look  for  in  tiihtery  ;1 
and1hi«,  though  It  dourlthed  in  modrm  time*,  in  co(n|iarlKnn  of  the] 
a;e  ofOarid  ;  none  of  the  dates  footid  there  (Palmfra)  being  earlier] 
than  ChriiL,  and  in  times  coiu:emIng  «blch  we  have  lar^p  accouots.  | 
That  Palm  J- ra  and  Ilalbec,  whlchareperhap*  the  t«omofl  lurprlnlnf  J 
TTtiiaiiis  of  aDcieat  magniflreDCc  now  l<-ft.  should  he  90  neglected  Inf 
hiltot7,  aa  In  a  great  loensiirc  to  be  left  to  tell  their  own  ilnry,  ap-  ' 
pesrsa  very  rctnarhuhle  fuel,  replete  with  norr  sorts  of  liiktrurlldB  ' 
than  one.     For,  beaidea  the  moral  IcaAoiit  ithlch  Wood  refern  in,  tt  j 
remoTei  at  once  all  the  luiaginar]  dlfflcnllirs  ilrilTetl  from  llie  »>iip-  | 
posed  vilener  of  profane  hJktorj,  concerning  ihr  Vlngs  and  afTalis  of  I 
Jeriisalein,  a  city  »lileh  atood  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Palmyra  and 
Balliec.  both  of  which  are  pa*<r«l  nrer  in  a«  threat  or  gtealer  aiicoce  ; 
to  whieh  is  to  be  added  the  ctmsideralion.  that  Jerutalrm  «a»  much 


visdom  of  God  was  jd  him  to  do  jml<;inGDt.*  And  Gwl 
givs  Solotnon  uiMdom  and  undersrandin^  exceeding  much, 
and  hjyewew  uf  hearty  evvu  as  the  sand  lliat  is  un  tbo  sea 
•iMce.  And  Solomon's  wisdom  excHlei)  the  wisdom  of  all 
cUklrcn  oftbccasl  cuuntr},and  all  the  wisdom  of  E<)'p(. 
be  «M  wiser  than  all  moo  :  ttian  Etlian,  ihe  Ezrahlte^ 
H«ll»n,  Bud  Chalcol,  and  Dards,  the  sons  of  Mahol; 
id  htt  tBonn  wns  in  nil  natimiJi  mnnd  nhoiit.  And  hr.  spake 
n^  llhMi!<aiid  proverbs  :  find  his  .song«  wnv  a  thousand  and 
Hvp,  And  ho  ^p(lko  of  treoK,  frutn  tlic  cedar  (ree  that  is  in 
Lebanon,  CTca  iiulo  the  hy«*iop  that  spnnj^elfa  up  out  of  tl»e 
wall;  he«pake  alBo  of  beasts,  and  of  fowl,  luid  of  nvefniip 
ihinga,  and  uf  6ihM.  And  there  came  of  all  people  to  hear 
I  be  «iddoni  uf  SolooiODi  from  idl  kings  of  the  earth,  which 
bad  beard  of  his  wiBdom.t 

At  that  early  period,  loo,  it  may  be  consnitered  no  snail 
imKration  of  >upenor  intelligence,  that  Stiluioun  turned  his 
attention  (o  coinnierrial  pnTSuil« ;  for  bi*  built  a  nary  of  .ships 
in  Eztutigabur,  which  is  licside  Eloth,  on  llic  shore  of  the 
fUd  He»t  in  the  land  of  Kdcm ;  and  his  senantu  traded  tu 
Opiiir,  with  Ihe  aorvauts  of  llirani,  king  of  T>Te,  iur  gold,:^ 
■kaug  trucA,  aud  pivciotis  tttoues.§  In  one  year  he  received 
fMM}  takints  of  gokl,  besideii  that  he  had  uf  the  merchaatuiuDf 
and  of  the  tnflic  of  the  apice  merchants,  and  of  all  the  kings 
mi  Aniliia,  and  of  the  guvemors  of  the  country.ll  He  had, 
altw  at  sea  a  navy  of  TaR*hiiih,il  with  the  navy  of  Iliram, 
which,  onco  in  three  years,  bruogltt  him  gold  and  silver, 
tTory,  apea,mnd  peacock^.'* 


•   I  Klflgi,  tit.  16—88.  +  I  Kins«,iT.«0— 81. 

1  Kingt.  ix  M— 98.     S  Cliron.  Till.  17.  IH.  ^  I  Kiti^,  x.  II. 

n  IKm^R.  X.  I(,  tft.     achren.ix.  IS.  IV 
Ai  tu  Ibeie  placn,  ire  Brace's  Travels,  voli  il.  SM.   A.  Clavic. 
apnd  flaem,  I  Ktngs,  z. 
•*  I  Klagit  ■>  S>-    SCliroa.lz.SI. 
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In  addition  to  wisdom,  God  bad  promised  (u  Solomon,  as 
a  rewurd  lor  his  piuus  and  judicious  request,  both  riches  and 
honour,  anil  ibal  promise  he  abundantlr  peHurmed;  for  we 
are  told  that  he*  rcigni^d  over  idl  kingduiris,  from  lht>  river 
iidUi  the  land  of  iho  Philisiinea,  and  unio  the  border  of 
E^'pt :  they  brou<rbt  presents,  and  served  Solomon  all  ttw 
tlays  of  Uis  life.  Aud  SuluiDim's  provision  fur  one  Jay  wa» 
thirty  measures  of  tine  flour,  and  threescoremeasansofnieal, 
ten  fa(  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of  the  pastures,  and  an 
hundred  sheep,  beside  harts,  and  roebucks,  and  fallow  <l«>r, 
aod  fatted  fowl.  For  he  had  dominion  o\er  all  the  region  on 
UuA  side  the  river,  from  Tiphsah  even  to  Azzah,  over  ail  the 
kin^  on  this  side  the  river:  and  he  had  peace  on  all  aide^ 
round  about  him.  And  Judah  and  iKruel  dwelt  safely,  every 
nian  under  lii>j  viae  and  under  bis  tig  tree,  from  Dan  even  to 
Bn^nheha,  all  the  days  of  Hulomon.*  He  had  aim  40,000 
stalls  of  hiirses  for  hi*  chariots,  and  12,000  hon>emcn.  And 
ho  had  twelve  officers  over  all  Israel,  m  ho  provided  victual 
for  him  and  his  household :  each  man  his  month  in  a  voar 
made  proiisiou.  Barley  also  and  straw,  for  the  horses  and 
(lronie<lariet,  brought  tiiey  imlo  the  pUuv  wlM>re  iIk  offi- 
ceri  were,  overy  man  according  to  Ids  charge.f  And 
Solomon  made  200  tar^'is  of  bi>nten  gold:  000  shekels  of 
gold  went  to  oDe  tai^t.  And  he  made  300  shields  of  l>eaten 
gold  ;  litiec  pound  of  gold  went  to  nue  sliield  :  and  tlH<  king 
|mt  them  in  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon. t   Moreover, 


•  1  Kiagt,  It.  91— 9A.  B  Chroa.  U.«0.  98. 
f  lKlaRs,W«l— S8.  »  Chroo.  i.  Id.  SCbron.  ix.9^ 
4  8on«  suppose  that  hj  the  bouin  of  the  forest  tft  l^hnaan,  mm- 
tionail  to  1  Kin([ft,  vil.  'i.  sod  x.  I*— 'il,  as  ba'llt  by  Kolomon,  Is 
Inleoilcfl  llellopolu,  the  city  nf  llie  auu,  or  Bislbfc.  wliokr  msfnU 
Homt  ntifif,  BO  loo;  the  tdmtratlon  of  travrlleri,  srv  mI<I  to  ban 
bren  lately  nholly  (wallowed  uj>  bf  an  rartUquskr.  Rae  WiUoa'a 
TrafcU,  Tot.  U.  141— lAl. 
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Mop  marfc  ft  CT*^t  throne  of  ivon-,  and  ovprtaiH  it  with 
the  best  gold.  The  throne  had  six  stops,  and  the  top  of  tlie 
bou&e  was  mond  behind  :  and  there  were  slays  on  either  side 
nti  tlie  place  of  the  seat,  aiid  two  lions  atood  beside  the  stajii. 
And  ttrelvi?  lionii  stood  there  on  the  one  side  and  the  other 
npoD  the  Ax  ste^w :  there  was  not  the  like  made  in  any 
kingdom.  And  all  his  drinking  vessels  were  of  gold,  and  all 
tfaa  TeSBrlK  of  the  house  of  the  forest  uf  Leiianon  were  of  pare 
gold;  none  wi*re  ofsiWer:  it  was  nothing  accotuited  r>f  in 
^»t  dajb-s  of  Solomon.*  80  king  Solomon  exceeded  all  the 
kkigtoflbeearthforrirhpsfand  forwisdotn.  And  hepitbered 
together  chaniits  iind  horsr^men  :  and  he  hnd  1,400  rhariot«, 
and  12»000  horsemen,  whom  he  beatowod  in  the  cities  for 
chariots,  and  with  the  king  at  Jentsalcm.  And  the  king 
■ttde  silver  to  he  in  Jonisalcro  as  stones,  and  fedars  made  he 
to  ba  aa  the  sycamore  tn'es  that  am  in  the  vale,  for  nht!ndanrt». 
And  Solomon  luid  hoiscs  brought  out  of  G^'pt,  and  linen 
jram :  tite  king's  merchunis  received  the  linen  yam  at  a 
pri«e.  And  a  chariot  came  up  and  went  out  of  Egypt  for 
OOU  abekels  of  silver,  tm<t  nn  horse  for  150 :  and  so  f»r  all 
llw  kings  of  the  Hitlitcs.  and  for  the  kings  of  Syria,  did  tb«y 
bring  ihem  out  by  Iheir  nteans.^ 

80  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kinsr^  of  the  earth,  for  riclicsj 
Mud  for  wiadoni ;  nnd  all  thi^  rarih  »iiu^ltt  tn  Solomon  to  hear 
ku  wbdon,  which  God  hnd  put  in  his  heart.  And  they 
brought  cTery  man  his  present,  »pshcU  of  ailver,  and  vessela 
of  goUl,  and  gannetilH,  and  umiour,  aixl  spices,  horses,  and 
oaolra,  a  rate  year  by  year.§ 

*  1  KtD|i.  X.  10— «1.    tf  Chron.  la.  lA— 90. 

t  HUannmnneompbnfbecui-stimtlodsiinon:  than  ^148,910.000, 

A.  Clarkf.    In  who9«  commentar)'  at  the  end  of  S  Cbron.  Ix.  ase  a 

Miiioqs  account  of  thli  Rionarvb's  ivory  throne,  Ac. 

*  1  KiDfft.  X  se-VO.     dChroo.  i.  14. 

^  I  Klogi,  X.  SS  «».    9Chrwi.ix.n,U. 
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Amongst  olh^r  dutin^iuhed  characters  who  were  aitracted 
b^  the  fame  of  (he  IsraKlitUh  muiiarch,  was  the  qiioon  of 
Sbcba,  who  came  from  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  fourth,*  to 
hear  ihe  wisiloru  of  Solomon,  and  brought  witli  h«*r  a  very 
great  train,  with  caniek  that  bare  spices,  and  very  much  gold^ 
and  precious  stones :  and  when  she  was  come  to  Holoiimn,  shu 
cummuned  uilh  him  of  all  that  w^s  in  her  heart.  Ami 
SulumoQ  told  her  all  her  questions :  there  was  not  any  thinj 
hid  from  the  king,  which  he  told  her  not.  And  when  tha 
queen  of  Sbeba  hail  seen  all  Solonion*»  wisdom,  and  the 
honse  that  he  had  built,  and  the  meat  of  his  table,  and  Iho 
sittinir  of  his  servants,  and  the  attendance  of  hitt  miniRten, 
and  (heir  apparel,  and  his  rti|>l>earer3,  and  the  holocausts,  or 
burnt  offeringstwhicli  he  offered  in  the  house  of  Jehnvah,  there 
wtu  no  more  spirit  in  her.  And  she  said  to  thekiii^.  It  was  a 
true  report  that  I  heard  in  mine  own  land,  of  thy  acts  and  of, 
tliy  wisdom.  Howbeit,  I  believed  not  the  wonU  luilil  1 
caUMs  and  mine  eyes  had  seen  ii  :  and,  liehold,  the  half  was 
not  told  me:  thy  wisdom  and  prosperity  exceed  the  i^e 
which  I  heard.  Happy  are  iby  men,  happy  are  these  thy 
servants,  wliich  afand  cuntiimally  before  thee,  and  thai  hear 
thy  wisdiim.  Blessed  be  Jehovah,  thy  God,  which  delighted! 
in  Ibec,  to  set  tliee  on  the  throne  of  Israel :  Itecauu*  Jehovah 
loved  Israel  for  ever,  therefore  made  bo  thee  kini;,  to  iki 
judglBCnt  and  justice.  And  site  ffiive  the  kins  120  talents  of 
gold*  and  of  spices  very  gn>at  tfture,  and  j)n>cioits  utunrs : 
there  ranie  no  rouru  such  abundanrc  of  spices  as  those  whirb 
the  queen  of  Shelxi  i^nve  tn  kin;;  Solomon.  And  kinu;  Solo- 
nion  pave  unto  the  queen  of  Sheba  all  her  desire,  whatsocvcrslic 
aake<l,  beside  that  which  he  ^avc  her  ofhii  myal  bounty.  So 
she  lumcdand  wont  to  herowncountry,>dieand  her  Aerv ants. ^ 

•  Mitt.  xU    42.     I  KiiiKk,  X.  I.     U  CbroD   is.  I. 

t  A.  CUrke,  and  Lulhrr. 

I  I  KlBC*,  A-  1—13.    SCbron  ix.  1— IV, 
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And  Ihe  tiAvy  also  of  Ilirani,  thai  liron^t  ^o\d  from 
Opliir,  bronpht  in  from  Ophir  great  plenty  of  alimig  irvps 
and  profions  sfoDf^.  Anil  llip  king  made  of  the  almnp* 
trees,  pillara  fur  thi*  house  of  Jehuvah.  and  for  Ihc  kind's 
houie,  hnrfiH  aleMi  und  pKihf'ries  furslnpfrrs:  there  caoie  no 
snch  almus;  trees,  nor  were  seen  unto  tliU  day, 

Nfither  did  this  monarch  nog-Iect  to  regulate  the  public 
worship  of  Cud,  for  (lireo  times  in  a  year  he  offered  burnt 
oflerings  and  peace  ufTerin^  u|Km  Ihe  altar  w)iirh  ho  built 
unio  Jehovah :  and  be  burnt  iuceuse  upon  the  altar  that  wan 
before  Jehovah, t 

But.  unhappily,  fiith  all  his  wisdom,  S(»1omon  was  not  able 
to  preserve  the  iiitejn-ily  of  his  relio'ioiis  character  amidst  nil 
thi«  ^andeur  and  ningniticence  ;  f<ir  at  thi*  rUise  of  Im  life, 
when  it  mi^ht  hnvo.  )>ecn  expectoti  lie  vrotdd  luivo  more  pfl|te- 
rially  devoted  himself  to  the  service  and  worship  of  God,  ho 
fell  intofrrossdebauchorv  andidolalrv.  Hecohabitod  with  no 
les«  than  seven  liiimlred  wives,  and  three  hundred  concubines, 
htrnnp.'  women  uf  the  nations,  conceming  which  Jehovah  bad 
«aid,^  Ye  shall  not  go  in  mito  them,  neither  shall  Ihey  romr 
in  unto  you,  for  surely  they  will  turn  away  your  heart  after 
their  gods.  And  so  it  proved  tu  bo  the  case,  for  bis  wives 
rnmed  his  heart  after  other  gods :  and  his  heart  was  not  per- 
(b<-t  with  Jehovah,  his  God,  as  was  the  lie»rt  of  Da\id,  liis 
father;  for  with  \i\»  Zidunian  wives  he  went  uAer  Ashtoreth, 
the  ^^di-Ni  of  the  Zidonians;  wilh  his  Animonitish  wives 
h(*  woraltipped  Milcom  and  iMoloch,  the  abominations  of  the 
Aunnonile»;  and  to  pleiiM'  his  Monbitisli  uives,  he  built  a 
high  place  for  C'bemoali,  the  abuininaiton  of  Moab ;  and  like- 
wise he  did  (or  all  his  strange  wives,   wlio  burnt    inct-nse,] 

•Or  slguin,  9  ritron.  I*.   10,    II.     l*rot«ibly  roBrwtiod,  or  olba 

colour^  wood      A.  Clasks.    Thyfnr  wockI.     Buriler,  O.  L.  Mi. 

i  1  Kinffk,  u.  SA. 

X  Bxod.  SMiv-  10.     Dcul.  Tii.  3.  4. 
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aiid  tiacrificed  unto  their  gods ;  aud  thus  did  cril  in  the  sigfa 
ofjehuvah;  aiiU  went  uut  fully  al^tfi  Jehovah,  as  did  Dav 
hiA  father.* 

The  anger  of  JeboToli  was,  therefore,  excited  a^n5»t  ihU' 
highly  favoured  servant,  as  well  iudeod  it  inif^ht,  whcrcfurp 
he  s:iid  iintn  him,  Foni^imiirh  as  this  is  dime  of  thee,  and  ihoii 
hast  nnt  kept  my  covenant  and  niy  stntiiti^,  which  I  huve 
commanded  thee,  I  will  surely  rend  (he  kiiig:dMn  from  (hee, 
and  will  ^ve  it  to  thy  servant.  Notwithstandin":,  in  ihy  days 
I  will  Dot  dot),  for  David  ihy  father's  sake;  but  I  will  rend 
it  unt  of  ihe  hand  of  Ihy  son.  Hnwbeil,  I  will  no)  rend  away 
all  the  kiotrdoni :  but  will  ^ve  one  tribe  to  thy  sun  for  David 
my  ten'aiil'a  sake.f  an<l  fur  .leriisalem's  aake^  which  I  hav« 
chosen  ;^  thus,  bonever,  in  judgment  remembering  merry.^| 
and  hw  loving  kimlness  to  David.  ^i 

In  execution  uf  this  loleran  sentence,  several  of  the 
neighbunring  princes  were  allowed  to  barsss  Solumon 
daring  the  remainder  uf  his  davs,  and  to  destroy  the 
tranquillity  of  hia  latter  end ;  viz ;   lludad,§  the  E4lomiti\ 


*  1  Klofs,  xi.  1—^     See  a  carina*  plate  uf  bU  tfacxe  Idols,  In  Fu 
ler's  PtHfjah  Sight  of  I'anaan,  \k  i'^S. 

+  The  ftrvaiting  lioD  iiiuit  cotnc  ont  of  Itic  tittt«  *t  Jndah :  rii 
only  the  tribe  masl  be  pmrrvrd.  but  the  T*g«t  tht,  and  ihr  rr^<ti 
right.  All  this  mu4t  bv  rlnii*  for  Ills  Iruc  i)»tiil'ft  iake  ;  tail  I  Ml 
Wftt  undoubtedly  wbit  OmI  bR<d  in  virw,  by  tliiu  niraculoittly  pr*-- 
ftervln;  lli«  tribe  of  Jaitah.  and  the  royal  line,  In  the  midal  nf  ao 
gMoral  a  il«rection.     A.  Ci^arkr.  i 

t  I  KinR«,»i.  II  — IS. 

%  It  came  lo  past  wtim  Dnrid  wiu  in  Bdniii,  and  Ji)«h,  ihfcapiJiIn 
of  the  host,  was  Kooe  up  to  bury  tli«  «Uln,  after  he  \nd  tmittco  every 
male  In  Edoin.  (fnr  %ix  moathi  did  Joab  rrwaln  thtr«  with  all  laraal, 
after  b(>  bad  eul  off  every  male  In  Kdom,)  thni  llicliul  flfd.  he.  Kid 
rertain  Edomilra  of  hia  falhvr's  flervontt  with  Utm.  In  f  o  into  Rjcyp*  '• 
lUdad  being  yet  a  Utile  child.  And  tlivy  aru>r  out  of  Klidiaii.  and 
cBDtr  to  I'arsn;  and  Ihry  inok  men  villi  itiPin  out  uf  Harnn,  nnd  tliry 
cane  to  Kgypi,  anto  Ftiaraob,  Itlnc  of  K^ypt;   who  (ate  liloi  a« 


i 


UlD 

-  fit»i 

"Mi  , 

'«  abii; 
'•'^"J  him. 
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befoi?  you,  but  ^  and  serve  other  f^otU,  and  worship  tbcm  ; 
then  will  1  cut  off  Israel  out  vf  the  land  uhich  1  have  ^vcu 
them;  and  this  houBc  which  I  have  hallowed  formj-  name,  will 
I  cast  out  of  my  ftight ;  and  Israol  shall  be  a  proverb  and  u 
b)r.wordamon'?all  pMpIc  ;*  aud  at  this  boiiac,  which  i«  high, 
every  one  tliat  passeth  by  it  shall  be  lu^tiinishcd,  and  Bhall 
hias;  and  ihcy  shall  say.  Why  hath  Jehovah  dune  thus  imt<i 
(hilt  land,  and  toihis  house?  Aud  tbey  shall  answer,  Be«auia 
they  ^Kook  JehoFJib,  iheir  Gttd,  who  brou^t  forth  their 
failiers  out  of  the  UnH  of  Kn:)-pl,  and  have  taken  hold  upon 
other  gods,  and  hare  wnr&hipped  them,  and  served  then; 
therefore  halh  Jehovah  broa^il  upon  thcin  all  ihls  rv\\.f 

Besides  tho  cedar  wood  and  artificers  with  which  Hiram 
hart  supplied  Solomon  for  these  Important  ererHons,  he  also 
sent  him  six  srore  talents  of  gold,^  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
talents  uf  gold  from  Ophir;§  and  Solomon  in  return,  over  and 
beyond  the  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  which  he  had  conlparle<l  to 
pay  bis  Berrants^'J  gave  him  also  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of 
Galilee;  with  which,  however,  he  dues  not  appear  to  hare 
been  satisfied,  for  he  called  them  Cabul.lT 

This  highly  favoured  monarch  also  built  Millo,  and  the 
wall  of  Jemsalem,  and  llagnr,  and  Megiddo,  and  Geser, 


*  How  it  II  potiible  Ihil  m  iofid«l  can  resiBl  th»  ctTecl  of  the  n- 

SCI  fulfilment  of  thU  anil  »iniiUr  proptircir*.  In  vvrry  Jvw  lie  aeu 

or  heart  of.  from  the  rtchfit  to  Itae  poorest  siitonffSt  ihtn  t 

t  I  Klnga,  (X.  I— 0.     9  Chron.  vil.  11— tff. 

t  I  Kings,  ix.  14. 

^  I  Sings,  ix.  SM.    Sl.hrnii.  ix.  10. 

II  SCfaroa.  ii.  10.     1  Kingi.T.  II. 

f  I  Kingt.  ix.  11— la.    9  Cbroa.  vllt.  a.    Tli«  vertl  Tibal  sl^nl- 

Am  «lUplMiiln^  ar  dirt)-.    They  %Pfm  to  bnvc  brm  kmall  to«nB  In 

the  itclnily  of  Tyre,  b#yond  th«  bouMtarie*  of  the  land,  at  dWIilrJ 

by  J  mhos ,  and  lately  tafcco  fron  tba  anctrst  inbabllanli,    Scctt, 

in  1  Kings,  is 
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which  Pbaraoh,  king;  of  E^pt,  hatingr  taken  ami  »Miml, 
and  slain  the  CanaaniteH  who  dwell  there,  gave  for  a  [ire- 
svnt  tit  his  daug^hler.  He  also  weul  to  llamathzobali,  and 
prevailed  against  it,  and  built  Bethhoron  ibo  upper,  and 
Betbhoron  the  nether,  Banlath,  and  Taikiiur*  in  the  wilder- 


I 
I 
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•  Tadmor  in  tlie  wildemrss ;  aftprwRrdti  the  city  and  )io«erriil 
sltlD  of  Haltnyri,  whc>»e  splentliil  mini  »till  conitilule  one  or  the 
grandest  iHouuDitfDts  ot  xho  remain:!  of  antiquity,  and  one  of  tbe  roost 
inlt-rvstinfT  spectacles  to  trarellers.  "  To  the  west,  about  midway 
between  Orouro«  and  Kmp&a,  in  the  vast  deserl  trlilcti  connects 
SfHa  with  Arabia,  is  PHluyra,  or  Tadamoni.  ihv  city  of  palni  trees* 
It  was  a  tnoit  powerful  cily  under  ItA  celebrated  queen,  Zenoliia,  the 
«ir«i  of  Odenatns-  She  njipoied  ttiK  Emferar  Aureltan,  in  tlieplitinw 
of  Syria,  at  ll>«  licad  of  7UO,O0O  weo,  and  bad  nearly  defi-atcd  liim, 
bul  wasovcrtbrown  and  carrii'd  caplife  to  Italy,  A.  D.  273,  where 
tbc  bad  lar^  possessions  aiiilgned  to  her  near  the  Tiber,  blie  «as 
no  less  an  aceomplisbed  than  a  brave  princesn,  and  had  for  hor  tecre- 
lary  the  celebrated  Longloun,  the  reputed  uullior  of  Die  well-known 
treatise  on  the  sublime."  Butler's  Oeograpby,  203.  &cu  more 
particular  accounts  of  Paluiyr a,  &c.  in  the  follow  ing  works :  Ancient 
Uoiversal  History,  vol-  i.  307-  Guthrie's  Geneml  History,  vol.  i. 
107.  IVideuux,  tub  iv.  600.  Gibbun,  rhap.  xi.  Uuckinsham's 
Travels  among  tbe  Arab  Tribes,  43S.  Volney's  Trareta  in  Syria 
and  Egj  pt,  vol.  ii.  chap.  SO-  The  most  minute  account  is  given  by 
Dawkins,  Wood,  and  Bouverie,  froin  whnm  tbe  above  writers 
have  largely  borrowed;  and  by  Dr  Halley,  In  tbe  Phiiosophienl 
Transactions ;  but  ibi:  must  interesting  stalrnients  may  bv  stfo  In 
WalU's  Scripture  Goognipliy,  vol.  ii-  01—70.  C.  T.  Middlelon's 
Geography,  vol.  1.  87—00-  Folio-  London,  1778.  And  Crericr'a 
Lives  of  tbe  Roman  Entperors,  vol.  ix>  147 — 170.  Sec  also  Bel* 
ier's  Aniiq.  of  Palm.  LQtuloa,  JOOO.  And  Quarterly  Journal  of 
education.  No.  ill.  p.  ISU 

The  valley  of  salt,  where  David  got  bim  a  name  by  suiting  the 
Syrians,  Is  about  four  miles  from  this  city.  S  San.  vlki.  Ijl.  liar- 
mer,  amongst  a  TaHcty  of  interesting  remarks,  has  the  following^ 
"  To  those  who  fevl  something  of  aii  increnlulous  anxiety,  about  the 
accounts  which  tb«  sacred  writers  have  given  us,  of  the  ext4ml  of 
Ihc  klflgdomi  and  of  tbc  fame  of  Israel  in  tbe  days  of  David  and 
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ne»,  and  citwfof  ftave  in  Uiunalh,  md  cities  for  his  chariuU. 
and  cities  for  his  horsemm.  fbnred  cities,  with  walls,  gales, 
and  bars;  fur  nil  whirli  piirpufM'S  he  raisftl  a  U-vy  of  30,t>00 
men,  besides  170,(KX>  bearers  of  burdens,  and  hewers  in  the 
moan  tains." 

i<?hoTah  had  promiKed  Solomiin  giwit  wisdomt  for  gt>- 
T«mnieDl,  aud  one  in»tanre,  in  partiniliir,  is  n^nrded  of 
hid  extraordinarv  dismniinafion:  two  wurocn  luid  ctaitii 
to  thi!  unmet  child,  and  each  persisting  that  it  was  her 
own  ofliiprini^,  the  judicious  monarch,  by  ordering  tlte 
child  tu  he  cut  asumh^r  alive,  and  divided  between  them, 
aticertained,  frvm  the  fon-c  uf  nialLTual  ft^rling,  the  rightful 
claimant.  And  all  Israel  heard  of  the  judgment  which  fbo 
king  had  judged,  and  they  feared  the  king ;  for  they  saw  that 

Holamon,  I  voiilil  recommrnrl  ttie curioDH  iccnunl  nhlcti Wootl  (Riilnn 
of  Palrayro)  hD«  givf  n  nf  ihal  ilntc.  L«l  th«m  eoii«idpr  thtt  II  wat  ■ 
amall  t«rritory  In  ttir- mlilst  ofo  tlvsrrl.  mil  yclcilvmlttl  Its  coniiupsls 
OTpr  iniiny  rlcli  ctmntrits  moA  cnn^iili'r nbln  states ;  Ihkt  llip  yrrai  king- 
domi  uf  the  SHeticldae  and  of  ihr  Pioloiiiieii  t>4>riim«  pirl  of  Die  do* 
mlnluiis  of  B  Kitiyle  cilr,  vlinie  nflinv  w«  iu  rain  look  for  in  bUtnry  ; 
niiilltiH,  thoDgh  It  floDrlihnl  In  mMlern  timer.  In  coinpsrUon  of  tlio 
B^a  of  Diivid  :  nonrofllicilKlPi  roanilllirrf  (I'almyra)  bring  radlfr 
than  Chritt,  and  In  timet  eonerritlng  «bkh  we  Itave  large  aecounl», 
That  Palmyra  and  BalWc,  which  are  prrVa|)slh«t«o  most  lurprl^lnit 
Tmalns  of  ■ndcnl  mafrniflccaor  ni>w  left,  ihuuld  bv  so  oi-glpcted  In 
hiitory,  aft  in  a  great  mraviirc  to  be  left  to  icll  llicir  own  slory,  »p- 
pean  a  very  n-niarkabic  fuel,  rrplrto  wHh  more  sorts  of  Iniitniciloa 
than  one.  For,  tiraides  the  Rinral  Icixona  whlrh  Wood  refers  to,  it 
remotes  at  once  alt  the  imaginary  difflciiltirs  dcrWrd  from  the  ^ap- 
posed silence  of  profane  hiiitoiy,  concerning  th^r  Kings  and  affairs  of 
Jpniaaleiu,  a  City  which  stood  In  the  iipigtiliotulmod  of  iVImyrm  and 
Balbec,  both  of  which  are  parsed  oTcr  Id  as  gr«ai  or  giMier  silmcc  : 
Id  wlilch  !■  to  be  added  ibo  conaidrratlon,  thai  JcruralrTa  waittiach 
mere  aurirnt  than  ritbrr  nf  them."  Vol.  lii.  9A7' 
«  I  King*.  V.  U~IA  I  King*,  \\.  I&~10.  «  Chron.  rlit.  9— 0. 
ft.  IH 
t  1  Kln(*.  m.  194    9  Ctrrtm.  I.  It. 
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^§^001  of  God  wag  in  him  lo  do  jo(]<^ent.*  Ami  God 
lulotuon  wiwlom  and  underslaoding  exceeding-  niach, 
■Bd  largeoesa  of  hort,  even  as  tlie  sand  that  is  on  the  sea 
■hon.  And  Solomon's  wi^om  excelled  the  wtsduni  of  all 
llie  diildnm  of  tberaal  coimlr}-,  and  alt  tho  wisdom  ofEf^yL 
For  he  was  wiser  thnn  all  meo  :  thtui  Eihnn,  tho  Eznthite, 
Mid  Heman,  and  Chuh-ul,  bikI  Diirda,  Hw  sons  of  Mahol: 
and  hia  &aie  was  in  all  nations  round  almut.  And  he  spake 
tbme  thousand  proverbs  :  and  his  songs  wrre  a  thousand  and 
fiv«.  And  be  spake  of  irct^  from  the  cedar  tree  that  is  in 
Lelmuon.  even  unto  the  hyatup  that  (;prin<;i.Mh  up  out  of  tUv 
wnll ;  he  ttpakc  also  of  beasts,  and  of  fowl,  and  of  creeping; 
thine*,  and  iff  liiiheji.  And  Uiere  canw  of  all  people  to  hear 
the  wlidon)  of  Solomon,  from  all  kings  of  the  earth,  which 
liud  beard  uf  his  wisduni.f 

At  tlkat  early  period,  Ion,  it  may  be  considered  no  sniall 
twliration  of  superior  intellignnre,  that  Solomon  tatned  bis 
atlmtion  to  rominercial  pursuits;  for  he  builf  a  navy  ofiihip« 
in  Eziougmbcr,  which  is  hesidn  EHoth,  on  the  shore  of  the 
^  fl«il  i»ca.  iu  Ibtf  land  of  Edum :  and  his  svnants  traded  to 
B  (^bir,  witli  the  serraiits  of  Hintui,  king  of  Tyre,  fur  gold,^ 
almu<f  treoa^  and  pnu-totis  i»iones.§  ]ii  one  year  he  received 
tiOO  talonta  of  gidd,  bLtudea  that  he  had  of  the  nierrhauUiien, 
and  of  the  traffic  of  tho  spice  merchants,  and  of  all  the  kings 
vf  Arabia,  suid  of  the  governors  of  the  country.||  He  bad, 
alao  at  aeA  a  nary  of  T.trMbish,1:  with  the  navy  uf  liirana, 
which,  once  in  three  years,  brought  him  guld  and  silver, 
ivor^r-,  apes,  and  peacocks.** 


*   I  Kinp«.  fit   16—98.  t  1  Kings,  W.  «»— St. 

t   I  King*,  it  9tV— SR.     a  Hiron.  tUI.  17,  IS.  §  I  Kioga,  x.  II. 

n  I  Kingi,  X.  14,  la.     f  Ctiron.  Ix.  18,  14. 

V  As  to  tb«se  plnc».  %rf  ftrueo'i  Travels,  vol.  II.  8M.  A.  Clisxi, 

ft{iud  finom,  I  Kings,  z. 

•  ■  1  KiQgk,  X.  99.     S  CUroD.  U.  f1. 
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In  addition  to  wisdom,  God  had  promised  to  Solomon,  as 
«  reward  for  bts  pious  and  judicious  requesi,  bolli  ricbes  and 
lioiiour,  and  that  proniiso  ho  abundaiillj  peHbnned ;  for  wc 
Arc  told  that  ho  reigned  over  all  kingdunis,  from  (he  river 
ualo  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  unlu  tht>  bonier  of 
Egy|>l :  they  brought  pn^sents,  and  served  Solomon  all  the 
tliiys  of  his  lili*.  And  Sutonton'»  provitijun  fur  one  day  was 
thirty  nieuaurea  of  tiup  flour,  anil  threescore  nii^uHureit  of  mcu), 
ten  fat  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of  the  pastiurs,  and  an 
hundred  sheep,  beside  harts,  and  roebucks,  and  fallow  deer, 
and  flitted  fowl.  For  he  had  dominion  over  all  the  region  on 
this  kide  the  river,  from  Tiphsah  even  to  Azzah,  over  jII  the 
kings  on  this  side  the  river :  and  he  had  |>eaee  on  all  sides 
round  about  bira.  And  Jodah  and  Israel  dwelt  safely,  every 
niuD  under  Via  vine  and  under  his  ii^  tn-e,  from  Dan  eren  to 
Ocersbebu,  nil  the  duys  of  Solomon.*  tie  had  ahto  40.000 
•tally  of  horae^  lur  his  chariots,  and  12,000  horveraen.  And 
hu  had  twelve  orticem  over  all  Israel,  who  provided  vicinal 
fur  him  and  hiH  hou»ehuld :  each  niau  his  month  in  a  rear 
made  pruvisiuu.  Barley  also  and  straw,  fur  the  horses  and 
tlromedarica,  brought  tliey  unto  the  place  where  llio  offi- 
rers  were,  avery  roan  according  to  his  charge.f  And 
BolomoD  made  200  tu^ts  of  beaten  gold :  GOO  !>h«'kel!i  of 
guld  went  to  one  target.  And  he  made  300  thletds  of  iMtalnn 
gold;  three  pound  ofgtdd  went  to  oue  vhield  :  ami  tlic  king 
put  Ibem  in  the  house  of  the  for«.>8(  of  Lebanon.^   Moreover, 

*  1  KiDgs.  It.  hi— £6.  a  Chron.  ix.  M.  fiS. 
t  I  KlflKt,  iT-91— flS.  tt  Chron.  1-  lA.  B  Cbron.  ls.9J. 
3  Some  suppoae  that  by  the  bouse  of  (he  forest  qI  Lfbsnon,  torn- 
liunetl  h)  1  Ktafca,  tH.  'i.  snd  k.  L7— il,  «•  btiilt  by  Solomoa.  li 
lotendnl  llcllopotis,  the  city  of  lh4  sua,  or  Bsalbec,  wtiosv  inignl. 
flccnl  ruins,  so  tony  tlie  sdnirstion  of  lnvi>Mer»,  sre  »mm1  to  Imrr 
b«en  Isiely  wholly  s»Rlla«cd  up  by  an  nrlbquakc.  Rse  Wtlion*» 
TnvclB,  vol,  11.  I4i— lAl. 
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thf  kin^  madi!  a  ^at  throne  of  ivory.  an<1  overiaid  i(  with 
i!ie  best  goUI.  Thr  throne  had  six  steps,  and  the  top  of  tlie 
boiise  was  round  behind :  and  tb^rv  were  8ta}-B  on  either  sitto  1 
on  the  placo  of  the  aeftt,  and  twi>  lions  stood  beside  the  stars. 
And  twelve  lions  stood  there  on  Ihu  one  side  and  the  other 
upon  the  six  stefw :  there  was  not  the  like  made  in  any 
kio^^om.  And  all  his  drinking*  vessels  were  of  ^old,  and  all 
tlw  ve«aets  of  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon  were  of  piirfl  , 
goW]  ;  none  wore  ofsilTer:  il  was  nothing  accounted  of  in 
the  day*  of  Solomon.*  So  king  Solomon  exceotled  all  ihe 
kingiof  thecarth  forricherf  and  for  wisdom.  And  he  gathered  J 
together  chariots  and  horsetnen  :  and  be  had  1,400  chariots, 
and  12,000  borscmon,  whom  h«  bestowed  in  the  cities  for 
rhuiots,  and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem.  And  the  kin^i 
Bude  silver  to  be  in  Jerusalem  as  ))ti>nes,  and  redan  made  be 
10  bt  AS  the  sycaniure  trees  that  are  in  tbe  vale,  for  abundance. 
Aud  Solomon  bad  honjes  brought  out  of  Es"ypt,  and  linen 
yam:  the  king's  merchants  received  the  linen  yam  at  a 
price.  And  a  chariot  rame  up  and  went  out  of  Eg}*pt  for 
000  shekels  of  silver,  iind  an  horse  for  ISO :  and  so  for  all 
ibe  kings  of  tbe  HJlliics,  and  for  the  kings  of  Syria,  did  (hey 
bring  them  out  by  their  means.^ 

So  Solomon  exceeded  »ll  tho  kings  of  the  earth,  for  riches, 
■nd  fur  wiadum  ;  :ind  »ll  Ihe  earth  sought  tn  Solomon  to  hear 
his  wisdom,  whidi  f;od  h.id  put  in  his  heart.     And  theyi 
brou^t  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  silTcr,  and  vesseb' 
of  gold,  and  garments,  and  armonr,  and  spices,  horses,  and 
moles,  a  rate  year  b^  year.§ 


*  I  Kiofs,  X.  10— SI.     2  Cbron.  ix.  li-~M. 

t  Itlsannusllncorarbftvbecnestimtled  ttmorc  Ibsfl  ^14S.S40.000. 

A.  Clirkir.     In  whose  comncntiiry  at  Ihe  «-nd  of  S  Cbroo.  li.  s«e  a 

caiioua  tceouDt  of  tlilt  monkrctrs  ivor}'  ttironr,  Ac. 

*  I  KbfTi.  X.  36— -i«.     If  Chroo.  i.  14- 

^  1  KiOK*.  >•  S8.  89.     «  Chrmi.  tx-  08,  M. 


Amon^t  other  duiin{n>>^he(l  chararlers  who  were  attractcil 
by  tlj0  fame  of  lUc  Isracliti^  munorch.  was  the  queen  of 
SliebH,  who  i-ame  fmiii  che  uilemuM  |*arts  of  the  t'arlh,*  lo 
bear  ihe  wisduni  of  Suloiiion,  and  brought  uith  bor  a  very 
l^reat  train,  wi(h  cnmt'lM  that  biin>  spirits,  uiid  very  much  gold, 
and  |m>cious  stones :  and  when  she  was  cume  tu  Solomon,  she 
communed  with  him  of  u]l  thai  was  in  her  heart.  And 
Solomon  told  her  all  her  queHtions  :  there  wan  not  any  thing 
hid  from  the  king,  which  he  told  her  Dot.  And  when  the 
queen  of  Shcba  had  seen  all  Solomon's  wisduro,  and  the 
housi^  that  he  Iiad  built,  atid  the  nieit  of  his  luble,  and  thf^ 
Kitting  of  his  Hervanig,  and  Ihe  attendance  of  Ids  ministers, 
;ind  their  apparel,  and  hiit  tupltearcrs,  and  the  hnlocutists,  or 
burnt  ufferintjvf  which  heuffered  in  Ihe  house  of  Jehovah,  then? 
wiLH  nu  inure  spirit  in  her.  And &he  said  to  the  king.  It  was  a 
true  report  that  I  heard  in  mino  own  laixl,  of  thy  tuHs  and  of 
thy  wiiHJoni.  Howbeit,  1  bolieveii  not  the  words  nntil  1 
came,  and  mine  eyes  had  sefu  it :  and,  behold,  the  half  uas 
not  told  me :  thy  wisdom  and  pro3|>erit)'  exceed  the  tfime 
which  1  heard.  Happy  are  thy  nien,  happy  are  these  thy 
aervants,  which  stand  continually  before  Ihee,  and  that  hear 
thy  wiMlrtm.  RI('!LHi>d  b<>  Jt-hnvah,  thy  ftud,  which  delighti'd 
in  ituxr,  to  set  thee  on  the  throne  of  Israel :  IxTause  Jehovah 
love<l  Israel  for  cvi^r,  therefore  made  he  thee  kin^,  to  iK> 
judgment  and  justice.  And  site  gave  the  kin;;  I'iM  talents  of 
gukl,  ami  of  spices  rery  great  store,  and  precious  stooM: 
there  cauie  no  more  such  al»undatire  of  (ipices  as  Ihoso  which 
the  queen  of  SIh'Iki  g^ave  to  king  Solomon.  And  king  Solo- 
mon gave  unto  the  (iue4»n  of  Shi'bn  all  her  desire,  whatsoever  she 
lukiHl,  beside  tliat  which  be  f^avc  her  uf  his  ntyal  boinily.  8n 
shetuniodaiM)  wont  to  herownrountnr.sheand  herWTvanta.^ 

"  Matt-  xll   U.     I  KltiKft.  X.  I.    ti  Chrod.  ii.  I. 

t  A'  Clarlie.  and  Ltither. 

t  I  KiaKt,  X-  I— IS.    y  Chroa.  U.  l^l«. 
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Ophir,  brought  in  from  Ophir  great  plenty  of  almu;;  twos 
and  prwiotis  stonra.  AnH  thp  king  made  of  tho  almujj* 
ireps,  pilUire  for  Iho  house  of  Jehovah,  and  fur  the  king's 
houMC,  hurps  also  And  psnherira  for  singers:  thore  came  no 
snch  almiig  trees,  nor  were  seen  unto  this  dav. 

Neither  did  this  monarch  neglect  to  regulate  the  public 
worship  of  God,  ftir  three  lirnen  in  a  ymr  hi*  ofiured  burnt 
oflerings  and  peace  ofli'rings  upon  the  altar  which  he  built 
onto  Jehovah ;  and  be  burnt  incense  upon  the  altar  that  vas 
before  Jehovah.f 

But,  unhappily,  w  ith  all  his  wisflom,  Solomon  was  not  able 
to  prcscr*'!^  the  integrity  of  his  re|igi(tu»  diaracter  amidst  all 
thU  grandeur  and  mapiifiremt*;  fur  at  the  clow  of  Ms  lite, 
when  it  mtglil  have  been  expectcti  he  would  have  more  espe- 
cially devoted  himself  to  the  .lerviee  and  worship  of  (i««l,  lie' 
fell  intogrossdebauchery  and  idolatry.  He  cohabited  with  no 
less  (bun  scrcn  hundred  nives^  and  three  hundred  cuncnbinesj 
fttimngc  women  of  the  nations,  coneerning  which  Jehovah  had 
8Ud,*  Ye  shall  not  go  in  unto  Ihein,  neither  shall  they  come 
in  unto  you,  for  surely  ihey  will  turn  away  }'our  heart  after 
tbcir  goils.  And  so  it  proved  to  be  the  case,  for  his  wives 
lununl  hi«  heart  nRer  other  gods ;  and  his  heart  was  not  per- J 
fr«'t  with  Jeho\-aU,  hitt  God,  as  was  the  heart  uf  David,  his 
lather;  for  with  his  Zidonian  wives  ho  went  aAer  A^hturelh, 
the  goddesi  of  the  Zidonians:  with  his  Aininonitiiili  wiven 
be  worshipped  .Milcom  and  Moloch,  the  ahominations  of  tin- 
Ammonites;  und  to  plejise  his  Moahitish  wives,  lie  built  a 
high  place  for  Chemosh,  the  abomination  of  Mouh  ;  and  lik<'- 
wtse  he  did  for  all  his  strangle  wives,   who  bunii   iticenae«. 


*Or  alftum,  9  Cbron,   1«.   10,   II.     Prnbibly  rosewood,  or  elber 

coloured  wood      A.  Clanke.     Tliyincwood.     Binder,  O.  I<.  fVto. 

t  I  KinjTt,  U.  V5. 

X  Gxod.  xx\\r.  10.     Oeot.  «ii.  3,  4, 
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ami  sacnficed  unto  lliL-ir  gods;  and  tlius  did  evil  in  the  si|rht 
uf  Jfhuvali;  and  went  Dot  fully  uftt-r  Jebovah,  as  did  David, 
hifl  friber.* 

Ttic  anjET**'  of  Jehovah  was,  tiipreforc,  excited  af^inst  thU| 
highly  favoured  servant,  a«  well  imlerd  it  might,  whorefurc 
he  said  unto  him,  Forasmurh  as  thifl  ts  done  of  Ibee,  and  itioii 
\tasl  not  kept  my  roTenanl  and  my  statuira,  which  I  have 
commanded  thee,  1  Mill  surely  rend  the  kingduiii  from  tbocv 
and  will  give  it  lo  thy  servrmL  Pfotwithstunding',  in  thy  days 
I  will  not  do  it,  for  David  thy  father's  sake ;  but  I  will  rend 
it  out  of  the  hand  of  thy  son.  Howbeit,  I  will  not  rrnd  away 
all  the  kingdom  :  but  will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  svn  for  Durid 
my  servant's  sake,!  and  tor  Jenisalem's  sake,  whit-h  I  have 
chu&en;^  thoa,  however,  in  judgrueni  renteniberiug  mercy,  [ 
and  his  loving  kindness  to  David. 

In  execution  of  this  •uleiiin  sentence,  several  of  the 
neighbouring  princes  were  allowed  lu  barans  Sulumon 
during  I  lie  remainder  of  bis  days,  and  lo  destroy  tlie 
tranquillity  of  bu  latter  end;  viz:    Hadad,^   the  Edomite, 

*  1  Kingi.xl,  t— 8.     Sci)  a  curlouj  plate  uf  all  IbcBe  idols.  In  FuU 
ler'ft  P]8gah  Siglit  of  Ctonio.  |>.  V2S- 

■^  Th«  yrataUiig  Hon  must  come  odI  of  thr  tilbr  of  Jvdah  :  flOl 
only  tlie  trltip  mnil  be  pirdrrtcct.  but  Ihe  rtgut  line,  ami  Ihr  rfgat 
righi.  All  thlx  aiuM  br  done  for  Ilie  true  Dnviil's  siike  :  itnd  tItU 
wa9  undoubteilty  wbal  (lod  had  in  view,  b^  Ihiu  mirttculousl)  pn-- 
Mrvin;  ttie  tribn  of  Jiidali.  and  l)io  royal  tiiip,  in  itie  midit  of  to 
geseral  a  defeciloa.     A.  Clarkb. 

t  I  Klngfl^ii.  n  — IS. 

^  It  cam*  lo  |>ai<  wtipti  David  «ra«  in  Rdnw,  and  Jnab,  iKr  caplaU 
of  llie  holt,  wu  KOne  up  to  bury  tho  •lain,  afirr  he  bad  vmilUn  vverj 
male  in  Ednm,  (f»r*li  muolhsdid  Jnibrrmiin  Itivrewilh  all  liraaU 
after  he  had  cut  off  every  male  in  Edom.)  tliat  llailad  fled,  lie,  and 
eertata  l&dotnllea  of  hli  faUier's  serianis  wllli  liim,  in  gn  inlu  KsTP' : 
Kadad  bvlnf  yri  a  Utile  cklld>  And  lliry  anifti'  out  of  Midian.  ami 
raine  to  Pinin;  and  they  look  nenwilh  iticm  out  uf  Camn,  and  ihcy 
cuiBfl  to  Kgypl,  aaio  Pbsraoh,  king  of  tS^ypll  «ha  gave  Itlm  an 
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with  u  Uiud  voice,  and  with  shouting,  and  v\t\\  tnimpcU,  and 
with  comelK.  And  all  Judah  rejoiced  at  thn  ualh  :  fur  they 
had  Muorii  with  nil  their  hoArt,  and  sought  him  with  their 
whole  dtwirr^ ;  und  be?  was  futind  of  them :  aud  Jehuvali  gave 
(hem  rest  ruiiud  ahoiit,'*  mid  there  v/aa  no  more  wur  until  tbo 
ihirty-Hfth  yi*ar  of  the  rei^  of  Asa.t 

In  thi<  fiiltnwin^  yonr,  however.  Uaashu^  kin^;;  nf  Israel^j 
eaine  up  ajrainst  Jud:ih,  mid  tHiill  Kamiih,  to  iht?  intent  that* 
htt  might  Ik  none  gu  out  or  come  in  to  Asa,  king  of  Juduh. 
Then  Asa  brougtit  silvtT  no<l  gold  out  of  the  trensurra  of 
ihp  houst*  of  JohuTah,  and  of  the  king's  hotise,  and  at^nl  to 
Benhadod,  kin;^  of  Syriy,  thnt  dwolt  at  Dnnia^fus,  snyiiij?, 
Thwe  ti  a  loaguL*  hi-twcf'n  tin'  and  ih«»,  as  then*  wiw  Wlween 
my  father  and  thy  father  ;  behold  I  have  sent  thee  silver  and 

4d.  (;«>,  break  thy  leiL;pie  with  Baasha,  kin^  of  Uniel,  that 
may  depart  from  me.  And  Uenliadad  hearkened  unto 
king  Ana,  and  sent  the  captains  of  his  umiies  against  tbtf 
cities  of  Unel ;  and  they  tiniote  Ijon,  aud  Dan,  and  Abcl- 
roaini,  anil  all  the  store  cities  of  Naphtali.  Aud  il  cutne  to 
|ui«i  when  Baasha  hi-arti  it,  that  be  left  uff  hiiildtng  of 
Uanuih,  Mnd  let  his  work  cuaae.  Thi>n  Asa,  the  kln^,  took 
all  Judah,  and  they  carried  away  the  stones  of  Ramah,  and 
the  tiinlKT  thereof.  wli'-reMiih  Baitsha  was  building;  and  he 
built  iher«-*witli  Geba  »nd  Mizpah.^ 

A)  thai  time  llimani,thc  seer,came  to  Asa^king  of  Judah, 
and  suid  unto  him.  Because  thou  h»st  relied  on  the  kii^  of 
Syria,  and  not  relied  on  Jehovah,  thy  God,  therefore  iiithA  I 
hu«i  of  the  king  of  Syrici  eiirape<l  out  of  thiiit'  hand.  Were 
tuit  the  l^ihiopiaiut  and  LubimH  a  hu^-  host,  with  verj'  many 
Hkarints  and  horsemen  ?  yet  because  thou  didst  rely  on 
Jelioviih,  be  di<liven*d  them  into  thine  hand.     For  the  eyet 
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and  sacrificed  unto  their  gods ;  i\ 
of  Jehovah ;  and  went  not  fully  :i 
Ills  &ther.* 

The  an^r  of  Jehovah  was»  tli< 
bi;;hly  &voured  servant,  as  well 
ho  said  unto  him.  Forasmuch  as  tl 
hast  not  kept  my  covenant  and 
commanded  thee,  I  will  surely  n>i 
and  will  ^ve  it  to  thy  servant.  N< 
I  will  not  do  it,  for  David  thy  fiitli 
it  out  of  the  hand  of  thy  son.     Hn 
all  the  kingdwTi :  but  will  give  oni- 
my  servant^s  sakc,f  and  for  Jeni>> 
chosen  ;X  thus,  however,  in  judgt 
and  his  loving  kindness  to  David. 

In  execution  of  this  solemn  - 
neighbouring  princes  were  all4>> 
flurins;    the    remainder   of  fais  i' 


tW« 


i 


ASA. 


145 


with  3  loud  voire,  and  with  slioulin^,  and  with  tnimpete,  and 
«i(b  cornels.  And  all  Jadah  rejuiced  at  the  oath  :  fi>r  ihcy 
had  Bwora  with  all  theJr  heart,  aiid  sought  him  with  their 
whole  (Ir-sir^ ;  and  he  was  found  of  them :  and  Jehovah  gave 
Ibvm  rest  round  about,*  and  there  was  no  marc  war  until  the 
tliirty-tinh  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa.t 

In  ilii*  followinp  _ve-ir,  however,  RasRhn,  king  of  Israel, 
came  u|>  against  Judah,  and  huilt  Rainah,  (u  thi!  intent  that 
he  might  let  noDC  go  out  or  eunie  in  to  Asa,  kin:;  of  Juduh. 
Then  Asa  hrought  silver  and  i;ohl  out  of  the  tre:usun>s  of 
the  house  of  Jehovuh,  and  of  the  king's  house,  and  sent  to 
Benhadad.  kln^  of  Syria,  that  ilu<>U  at  Damascus,  s;tytngf. 
There  itt  a  league  Ijetween  nic  itiid  ihee,  aK  there  was  lictwevn 
my  (nther  and  thy  father ;  behold  I  have  sent  thee  silver  and 
gold,  go,  break  thy  lea^e  with  Raasha,  king  of  Israel,  (hat 
be  niav  itepart  from  tne.  And  Uenhndad  hearkened  iintti 
king  At;a,  and  sent  the  captains  of  his  armies  against  the 
ri lies  of  Urael ;  ;ind  they  snmie  Ijun,  and  I)an,  and  Abel- 
nioim,  and  nil  the  store  cities  of  Naphtali.  And  it  cnniu  to 
pxi9  wlien  BiiaRlia  heard  it,  that  he  left  off  huihiitig  of 
Kamah,  and  let  lii«  work  cease.  Then  A«a,  the  king,  look 
all  Jndah,  and  tkey  carried  away  the  stones  of  Runiah,  and 
the  tinil»er  thrpt>f,  wlu'n'wilh  Oausha  was  building;  and  he 
built  thi'r«*with  Oba  iitid  Mi/|>ah,^ 

At  that  time  Hnnani,  the  seer, came  to  Asa.kingof  Judah, 
1  *ntd  unio  htm.  B4>cause  thou  hast  relied  on  the  king  of 

ria,  iuid  not  rvlied  on  Jehovuh.  thy  God,  thrn^ore  is  the 
boKi  of  the  kinir  rif  Syriii  fscnpcd  out  of  thine  hand.  Wctr 
Dul  tite  £ihiti|ilauH  and  Lubiin«  a  huge  huHt,  with  very  many 
chAiiats  and  horRomcn  ?  yvl  bocuiac  thou  didiit  rely  on 
Jehovah,  he  delivered  ihetn  into  tbine  liand.     Fur  the  pycs 
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of  Jehovah  run  to  ami  fm  thnjiit:hvut  tlK>  whole  earth,  to 
•how  hiitiAolf  strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whoso  heart  is  per- 
fect toward  him.  Herein  Ihuu  hsst  done  foolitihiy  ;  therefore, 
from  honcpfiirth,  ihiHi  shiilt  have  »«rs.  Then  Asa  was  wroth 
with  the  seer,  uq<I  piil  him  in  b  pri^ou-huuse,  fur  he  was  in  a 
rage  with  him  because  of  this  thing.  And  Asa  oppressed 
some  of  llie  peoplt>  the  vaniu  time.* 

And  As9,  in  ih^  thirty-nioth  year  of  his  reign,  wiut  diti- 
Rucdin  his  feet,  until  his  discnu'  was  fXC<M>din{;;pvat ;  yet  in 
hia  disease  he  sought  not  to  Jehovah,  but  to  the  physic ianii.t 

And  Asa  reigned  forty-one  years  in  JemsalcuL,  when  be 
died,  and  nW'pt  with  his  fathers;  and  Ihev  buried  him  in  \t\s 
own  sepulchres,  which  he  had  made  for  liinuelf  in  the  city  uf 
David;  and  laid  faitn  in  the  hcd,  which  wax  filled  with  awcet 
odours,  and  divers  kincU  of  spires,  |>re|)ar(>d  by  the  apotht;- 
carieii'art;  and  they  made  a  very  great  burning  fi>r  htm ; 
and  he  was  snrreeded  by  hhi  son, 

JEHOSH  APHAT.§ 

This  monarch,  who  was  thirty.five  yoar^i  n|d 
'2l .'  he  began  tu  reign,  Btrenglheiiwl  hiniftHlf  against  Umel, 
and  placed  forces  in  all  lite  fcnri^l  riiii.>«  of  Judah ; 
and  set  garrisons  in  the  land  of  Juduh,  and  in  the  cities  of 
Ephraim.  which  Asa,  his  father.  h:ul  taken.  And  Jehovah 
Has  with  Jihinibaphat,  bt'cawie  he  walked  in  the  first  uavs  of 
hix  father,  David,  and  sought  not  unto  Baalim;  but  Mrught 
to  JftfaoTah*  the  Go<l  i>f  his  father,  and  walkrd  in  tiiftnimnmnd- 
nmrtisand  not  after  the  doiugt  of  Israel.  Thercfon- Jehovah 
established  the  kingdom  in  his  hand ;  and  all  Judah  hrtHig^hi 
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lo  Jeboshaphat  presenrs;  and  he  had  rirhes  and  honuiir  in 
abundunre.  Aiul  his  heart  wa.<t  liflctl  up  in  the  wuva  of 
Jehovah  :  moivover,  he  tuukaway  the  high  places  and  ^proTCR 
out  ufJiidah.* 

L'nder  the  influcneo  of  this  pious  feHing,  in  the  thinl  year 
uf  his  n_*i»n.  Jchushuphal  senl  lu  his  priiKi's  to  tt*ath  in  the 
cities  itf  Judah»  and  with  Uiom  he  «cnt  Levites  and  priests; 
and  they  taught  in  Judah,  and  had  the  buok  of  the  law  of 
Jebuvub  with  iheiii :  aud  went  about  (hruughuul  all  the  cities 
uf  Jtidah,  and  taught  the  people.  An<l  ihr  ft^ir  uf  Jehuvafa 
M\  upon  all  tbe  kinj^loius  of  tbe  lands  that  were  round  about 
Judab,  ht^  thai  ttiey  made  no  war  against  Jehi«)i»phal.  Also 
•om*  of  the  Phili8iine«  bruught  Jt^hu-ihaphat  pix'sents,  un<l 
tribute  biUer:  and  the  Anibiaiis  brmight  hiin  flocks,  7,7<H> 
ronu,  and  7,700  he  goats.  And  Joho&haphut  waxed  great 
exceedingly ;  and  be  built  in  Juduh  cairtles  anri  cities  of  store. 
And  Ite  bad  inueh  business  in  Ihe  cilieii  of  Jtulah  ;  and  the 
II1PI1  of  war,  mighty  men  of  valour,  were  in  Jurufialttm.f 

Now  Jeboshaphat  liad  riches  and  honour  in  abundance, 
and  joined  nifinity  wilh  Ahab,  And  after  cirtnin  years  lie 
wi<ni  duwn  to  Ahab,  lo  S:iui:iria.  And  Ahab  kilte*!  Hheep  and 
•xen  fur  him  in  abundanee,  and  fur  the  |H!opk'  that  be  had 
•fitb  biw,  and  jH^rsuaded  him  lo  g;u  up  with  him  to  Rainolh 
(flilrod.  And  Ahnb*  king  uf  Itsrael,  said  unto  Jehoshapliat, 
king  of  Jutbh,  Will  thou  go  with  nie  to  Ramoth  Gilead? 
and  he  answereil  him,  I  am  as  thnii  art,  and  my  |)eople  as 
Iby  people ;  and  wc  will  be  wilh  thee  in  Ibe  war.t 
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Jehrmhaphat,  howevor,  ulipiilalcil  llml  enquiry  sfaould  be 
made  at  the  wurri  of  J(>liuvut) ;  upon  vhii-h  Almb  consulted 
400  prophcU,  who  all  encouraged  him  to  proceed.*  M 

Johoshuphat  seoms  to  have  had  some  misgiving^  that  all  ' 
was  iwt  right,  fur  he  still  asked.  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet 
of  JcltovHh  l)e.sidc«,  that  we  might  enquire  of  him  ?f  Ahab 
replie<f  thai  there  was  Micuinb,  the  Hiui  of  Iniln,  hut  ttiat  he 
bated  him,  us  he  never  prophntietl  good  unto  bini,  hul  alwa,>-s 
evil;  Jehoshaphat  genlly  reproved  his  roj-al  host,  saying; 
Let  not  the  kin^  say  8o.^ 

Micaiah  bein^  sent  for,  both  the  nionaix'hs  put  on  tbeir 
royal  robes  and  sat  upon  their  thrones,  Jn  the  gate  of  Saniario, 
nnd  all  the  pniphets  prophesied  before  iheni ;  and  one  of 
ihnm,  Z(Hlekiah,  beino^  desirous  to  render  himself  ponspiruoiis, 
made  him  homii  of  iron,  and  said;  Thus  suilh  Jehovah,  uJth 
these  thou  shalt  push  Sj-ria  until  they  be  consumed. § 

The  measen^'r  who  had  boon  sent  for  Miraiah,  urfje<l 
him,  most  probably  out  of  kindness,  to  cointide  wiih  the 
kotjwn  wishes  of  Ahab,  and  the  smooth  counsel  of  his  pro- 
phets; but  Micaiah  said,  as  Jehovah  llvelh,  even  what  my 
God  saith,  that  will  1  speak. || 

It  is  out  ea.sy  to  reconcile  this  pious  and  manly  derlanition 
with  the  prophet's  conduct,  unless  we  suppoH-  he  sjwke  iruiit-  ^ 
cally,  or  gave  some  indication  by  wbieh  Ahab  knew  be  was  fl 
not  expressing  his  real  siiilimints;  for  wUvn  that  monarrli 
anked  him  whether  they  shouhl  go  up  to  Kainoth  Gilead  to 
battle,  or  should  fortn-ar  ?  he  replied,  Go  ye  up  and  prosper, 
mud  lltey  ahall  be  deliver(*d  iDto  your  hiuid.H 
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Upon  hein^  solemnly  ndjiirc-d  by  Ahab  to  speak  nothings 
but  the  truth,  in  tlic  nniim  uf  Jelmviib,  Miraiali  said,  "  I  saw 
all  Isnel  acaiti'rrd  upon  thr  mountaias.  as  shceplliat  have  no 
ahepheril :  and  Jehovah  said.  These  have  no  tn:i«ter;  li>t 
Ihetn  mtum  (•vory  man  In  his  house  in  peace."  I'herefore  hear 
the  woni  of  Jehovah  :  I  saw  Jehuvah  sitting  upon  his  ibroiic*, 
and  all  the  host  of  heaven  atanding  on  his  tii^ht  hand  and 
on  bis  leA.  And  Jehovah  satd^  Who  shall  entire  Ahab,  king 
of  Israel,  that  he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  Hamoth  Gilead  ? 
And  una  spake  sayings  afler  this  manoor,  and  another  saying 
after  that  manner.  Then  there  ranie  out  a  spirit,  and  stood 
before  Jehovah,  anil  said,  1  will  entice  him.  Anil  Jehovah 
said  unto  biin  wherewitli  ?  And  he  said,  I  will  go  ont  atui 
l>«  a  hiiig  spirit  in  the  iiiouth  of  all  Win  pmpheU.  And 
JehoTah  said,  Thou  shall  entice  him.  and  thou  shalt  also  pn>- 
vajl;  go  (Hit,  and  do  evon  <o»  Now,  Ihercforc,  behold  Jeho- 
vah huth  put  a  lytng^  spirit  lu  the  mouth  of  these  tliy  prophets, 
and  Jobovnh  huh  spoken  evil  against  ihoe.* 

I'pou  ihiii  Zi-Hlekiuh  came  noar  and  suiote  Miratali  Ufion 
the  rlieek,  and  said,  Whirli  way  went  the  spirit  of  Jehovah 
Avm  me  lo  Apeak  unto  thee?  And  Miraiah  said,  Behold 
thou  sliall  beo  on  thai  day,  when  tltou  ishalt  (^  into  an  inner 
rhamlM'r  to  hide  lh)-Kelf.  Then  the  king  of  Israel  said,  Tukn 
yo  Miraiah,  and  carr)-  him  back  (o  Anion,  the  ^veruor  of 
Ike  rity.  ond  to  .luash  the  king's  wm,  and  say ;  Thus  saiili 
1>W0  king,  put  this  fellow  in  the  prison,  and  feed  him  with 
Imnd  of  af&irlton  aitd  with  water  nf  affliction,  until  1  return 
iopMce.  And  Mtcaiah  said.  If  ihmi  certainly  return  in 
poocc,  ibcii  Imlb  not  Jehovah  spoken  by  me,  an<l  be  said. 
Hearken,  all  ye  p«'oi>le.t 

It  is  dilhcuU  to  reeoncili:  the  conduct  of  Jehoshapliat  in 
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goii^  with  Aliab  after  this  denunciation,  with  Itis  previous 
piety  in  euquiring  the  will  uf  Jehuvah ;  and  tlic  whole 
Intitsiiclifiii  oii;j;l)t  to  fiiriit-sli  iis  with  a  l(^s<m  an;ainst  the 
dnu^rof  luakiiig  unholy  aa->(H'iAti()tts,aiid  the  luisf^hlet' which 
may  arise  fruiii  Iwing  drawn  within  the  vortex  uf  their  io* 
flui^ncc.  Wc  m:iy  well  suppose  that  Jehostiaphat  htid  no 
inti>otiott,  wlu'ii  he  leA  Jeni^Mtti-iii,  Id  eiig;age  in  a  war  with 
the  Syrian  monarch ;  but  he  knew  that  A  hub  and  hia  butuc 
wen^  given  up  lo  idolatry,  and  had  forsaken  Jehovah  and 
his  woMhip;  and  that  therefore  he  had  no  husineat  thero. 
Aji^in,  there  ran  he  no  iluubl,  that  when  he  Ursired  a 
prophet  of  Jehovah  should  be  sent  for,  he  intended  to  be 
regulated  Ijy  the  will  of  Jehovah,  as  it  niig^bt  hf  dcrlared  by 
that  pr>tphet.  Still,  however,  wc  sec  the  influence  of  wicked 
Ahuh,  perh»[»«  of  his  more  wickixl  wife,  Je/el)ol,  and  his 
idolatrous  pripsts  and  courtiers,  preTnilrsl  ovim*  all  thn  pioiu 
and  holy  intenliona  of  JehuHhaphat.  And  this  monnrrh,  we 
may  suppo^,  Wdm  amiable  and  itimple  hcnrteil,  if  not  weak 
minded  ;  fur  his  perhdtous  host  persuaded  him  to  ^  intu  the 
battle  drcoed  in  that  monareh'a  roral  rc^^s,  whilst  Altai)  had 
dlag:ui8ed  hinLwlf  like  a  coward.* 

The  result,  however,  proved  that  no  dis^^tiiM*  can  defeat  ihe 
all  fi«arrhini;  eye  of  God;  and  that  when  the  time  .irrives,  at 
which  be  thinks  fit  to  commission  the  arrow  of  divine  veo- 
gRUire,  neither  rork  nor  mcruutnin,  nor  any  human  artiiirr, 
cftn  prutetl  the  wirkt^l  from  hU  wnilh;  and  his  f^lory  and 
merry  werv  made  equally  ojnqpieuoUH  in  pntleetin;^  his  pioiu, 
thoui;h  inronsijilenl  «*rvaut,  Jfho&haphaT.  l-'nr  the  king*  of 
Syria  ha^in^  ordered  his  ufTicert  to  fij|;^ht  neither  uiili  small 
or  gn'al,  save  only  with  the  king-  of  IsnieU  they  crowtled 
round  the  kin^  ofJudah  by  mistake,  and  prei^sed  him  su 
har«K  that  he  crii^  out ;   when  Jehovah  helped   him,  and 
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luovetl  the  Smans  to  depart  from  htm ;  for  perceiving  that 
ihpy  hail  mistaken  the  object  of  their  pursuit,  they  tttroed 
Iwk.* 

Ahali,  iic\-crthclc)ts,  was  slain  DotwilKstamhng  Iiik  disguise ; 
fur  a  Synan  archer  drew  a  bow  at  a  venture,  and  smote  him 
between  the  joiiita  of  the  harness,  of  which  wound  he  die<l  iu 
Iho  eveuiag.t 

Johosbapbal,  howpver,  by  the  inercv  "f  God,  returned  to 
h\i  htmsi!  in  peace  to  Jerusalem;  when  Jehu,  the  son  of 
llananit  the  seer,  went  out  to  niei>l  him,  and  said  to  him, 
ShuutUest  thou  help  th<f  uufiifdiy,  and  luve  tlicui  that  liHtv 
Jetiovah?  ibf^rprore  in  Mniili  upon  lliee  from  before  Jchovuh. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  good  tliiiip«  found  in  thee,  in  that 
thou  hoAt  tnkiMi  away  the  groves  out  of  the  laud,  and  lin.st 
prep:irc<l  thine  heart  to  w.'«'k  God.^ 

On  hit  return  home,  Jehoshapliut  resuuiecl  his  pious  Ubours 
for  re-e^iablLdiing  the  true  wurnhip  of  Gud,  and  went  out 
again  through  the  pi.>opU>,  from  Beenibeha  to  mount  Ephraim, 
and  brought  tlieut  hark  iitilo  Ji-liovah,  the  Godoftlieir  fathers, 
jintl  he  Ket  judges  in  the  land,  throughout  all  the  fenced  cities 
of  Judah,  city  by  city,  iind  said  to  the  judges.  Take  heed  what 
ye  do  :  for  ye  judge  not  fur  man,  but  for  Jehovah,  who  is 
with  you  in  i\v*  judgment.  Wherefore  now,  let  tJie  feiir  of 
Jehovah  l>e  u|>oii  you;  Isko  hiM^I,  and  du  it  :  fur  there  is  no 
initpiily  with  Jehovah,  our  God,  nor  resinTi  of  pertons,  nor 
tnkiug  of  gifts.  Moreover,  in  Jerusalem  did  Jchnttbaphnt  set, 
"f  ih«*  Levites  and  of  the  prie.sls,  and  of  the  chief  of  (he 
l:ilher«of  Uruel,  for  the  judgment  of  Jehovah,  and  for  eon- 
lroveniieft,when  they  rtiluroed  to  Jerusalem.  And  he  rhargeil 
them,  tayiiig,  Thua  sliall  ye  do  in  the  fear  of  Jehovah,  &iUi- 
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full^,  and  with  a  perfect  h^rt.  Aod  ubat  cause  soever  slull 
come  to  you  of  >-uur  brethren  that  dwell  in  their  ddes. 
between  blood  and  blood,  between  law  ;ind  cutiuiiandnient, 
stHtutra,  and  judgments,  ye  shall  evr>n  warn  them  thiit  ihey 
trwpui  not  againHt  Jehovah,  and  so  wrath  come  upon  you, 
and  upon  vuur  hrelbren :  this  do,  and  ye  ahall  not  trcspaiu. 
And,  iH-hold,  Amariah,  the  chief  priest,  U  over  .voii  in  all 
inuttera  uf  Jeliovah  ;  nnd  Zelmdiah,  the  son  of  l»hniael,  the 
niltsr  Iff  the  boiL>t>  of  Jii<lah,  for  all  the  king's  niahers  :  also 
the  Ldvites  shall  be  olHccrs  before  you.  Deal  courageoiulyt 
and  Jehovah  shall  be  with  the  good.* 

The  Moahites  and  Ammunitea  having-  untied  1u  invade  the 
lerrtlurieti  of  Judali,  and  arrived  in  great  furt*e  from  beyond 
the  sea  on  this  eidf  Syna,  in  Hazazun-tainar,  or  En^edi, 
JehoshHphal  set  himself  to  sei>k  Jehovah,  and  prorlaimed  a 
fast  thnxi^liout  all  Judah.  Ant]  Jutlah  g^thereil  theinwtvcft 
together,  to  B»k  help  uf  Jehovah  :  even  out  of  all  the  cities  of 
Judoh,  they  came  to  seek  Jehovah.  And  Jchoshaphat  stuod 
in  (he  consecration  uf  Jutlali  ami  Jrrii«ilem,  in  the  hnttw  of 
Jehovah,  tiefore  the  new  court,  and  ii;iiil,  O  Jehovah,  Gvd  of 
oor  fathers,  an  not  thou  GimI  in  heaven .'  and  nilest  not  ihuu 
over  all  the  kingdoms  of  llic  heathru?  and  in  tlime  hand  is 
(here  not  power  and  ini^ht,  so  that  none  is  able  lo  withstand 
Ihea  ?  Art  not  tlioii  our  God,  who  didst  drive  out  the  inha- 
bitaala  of  tlibi  laud  before  (hy  people  iKrael,  and  gavesl  ii  to 
tho  aeed  of  Abrahani,  thy  friend,  fur  ever  ?  Awl  lliey  dwell 
therein,  and  have  built  thtH>  a  Kiinrtiiury  iberein  for  thy  mune, 
nyinj^.  If,wheD  evil  cometb  upon  uji,  as  (he  sword,  jud^ient, 
or  prslileoce,  or  famine,  we  stand  before  thl*  hoiiao,  and  in 
thy  pTfsenn*,  (for  tliy  name  \s  in  thltt  hotwe)  and  cry  nntu 
thoo  in  our  affliction,  tlu-n  thou  wilt  hear  and  help.  And 
now,  behold,  the  childn^n  of  Amnion  and  Moab.  and  mount 
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Scir,  whom  iliou  wotiltlest  not  let  Israel  inmdt?,  when  they 
ciUDP  out  uf  the  land  uf  Lg>'pt,  but  they  turned  from  thcio. 
And  destroyed  ilietn  nut :  behold,  I  sny,  how  they  rewanl  us, 
to  come  to  cast  us  out  uf  thy  poeisession,  which  thuu  habt  ^iven 
us  tn  inherit.  O  our  God,  wilt  thou  not  judge  them  ?  for 
wo  hnve  no  might  against  this  ^^at  company  that  comelh 
against  us ;  iu*itli«r  know  vm  what  tn  do :  hut  our  eye^t  are 
upon  titee.  And  all  .ludah  stood  before  Jehovah,  xith  their 
little  ones,  their  wives,  and  their  rhildren.* 

In  answer  to  this  earnest  supplication,  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah 
ramc  npon  J:ih3ziel,  a  Levite,  of  the  sons  of  Asaph,  in  the 
uu(Ut  uf  the  cungTf^lion,  and  he  suid^  Hearken  }e,  all 
Judah,  tukd  ye,  inhahitanta  of  Jrrusakm,  and  thou,  king; 
Jt*li<»«h:ipha( :  thus  sailh  Jfhovah  unto  you,  Be  not  afraid  uor 
diuniayed,  by  rt'u<<()n  of  ihi;)  tfeal  multitude ;  for  the  battle  is 
not  ynun,  but  G<m)'s.  To-inurruw  ^  ye  down  agaiutd  ttietn : 
behold,  lliey  came  up  by  the  clitf  uf  Ziz ;  and  ye  shall  find 
them  al  the  end  of  the  brook,  before  the  wilderness  of  Jeruel. 
Yc  shall  not  need  to  ft^bt  in  this  battle :  set  yourselves,  gland 

I  litill,  and  see  ihe  &alvaiion  of  Jidiovah  with  you,  O  Judah 
i  JcruAatem :  frjir  not,  nor  be  dismaye^l :  to-moirow  go  out 
**ainKt  iheiit ;  for  Jchovuli  will  he  with  yon-t 

8ure|y  it  in  not  irawible  to  imagine  n  more  interesting  and 
impreatave  tr«ue.  than  a  whole  nation  thus  waiting  upon  the 
niprenie  majesty  of  heaven:  well  might  David  say,  How 
amiable  a Te  thy  (abeniacles.  O  Jrhovali  of  Miulu!  My  soni 
lungrfh,  yea,  even  fuiniftli.  ftir  the  courts  of  Jehovah  :  my 
hnati  and  my  flesh  cripth  out  for  the  living  God.^ 

At  this  annunciatioa  of  divine  mercy,  the  monarrh  bowed 
bis  head  with  hi^  fore  to  the  grounil :  and  all  Judah  ami  the 
infaabitaulA  of  Jertualeni   fell  before  Jehovnb,  wor^liipping 
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Jf^faoToh.  And  the  Lc*ile«,  uf  (he children  ofihe  Kohuiliitps, 
and  of  the  cliildnm  of  the  Korhitcs,  stood  up  to  praise  J«*ho- 
voh,  God  of  lsnu>l,  with  a  loud  Tuiro  on  hiffh.* 

And  (hey  rose  t-arly  In  the  moniing,  and  went  forth  into 
the  wildonioss  of  Tokoa :  and  as  ihey  wenl  forlh^  Jehoshaphnt 
stood  8»d  uid,  Heiir  me,  O  Juduh,  and  ye.  inhabitnnls  of 
Jenualnni :  believe  in  Jehovah,  your  God,  so  shall  ye  be 
estahli^jihed ;  belicife  his  prophets,  so  shall  ye  prosper.  And 
when  he  had  c<ine>ultiHl  with  the  people,  he  appointed  sin^'rs 
lutto  Jehoiuh,  and  that  &boul()  praise  Ihe  beauty  of  holiness, 
as  they  went  out  bef»»re  the  anny,  and  to  say,  Praiisp  Jehovah  : 
for  his  mercy  tfndureth  for  ever.     And  when  they  bej^n  lo 

i^  and  to  praise,  Jehovah  net  andHKhmeuts  a^itii.^t  the 
^idren  of  Ammou,  Moab,  and  niotint  Heir,whirh  were  eoaie 
agaiuBl  Jnduh;  and  they  were  smitten.  For  the  ehiUlren  of 
Auiinon  and  Moab  fitou<l  up  ai;ain«t  the  inhnbitants  of  niuuni 
Seir,  utterly  to  day  and  destroy  them ;  and  when  tliey  bad 
made  an  end  of  the  inhabitants  of  Seir,  every  one  helped  to 
destroy  another.  And  when  Judah  mme  toward  the  wnlrh 
tower  in  the  wildiTnitiK,  they  lotfkcd  uutu  the  multitude,  and, 
behold,  they  were  dead  biKlies  fallen  to  the  earth,  and  uuno 
rsraped.  And  whi>n  Jehoshaphat  and  his  people  came  lu 
take  awnv  thi^  sfKul  of  them,  thev  found  anions^  them,  in  abun- 
danre,  Iwtb  rirhes,  with  the  dead  bodies,  and  prvcious  jewrla, 
which  they  stripped  o'ffor  themselves,  more  than  they  couhl 
carry  away:  aud  they  were  three  days  in  gathering  of  the 
iqioil,  it  was  m  iuuch.t 

But  Jehoshaphat  nut  only  bettuu;j;hl  Jehovah  in  tlie  Itourof 
diuigvr,  but  rcuienibcred  also  lo  offer  up  praist^s  and  thanks- 
giving  for  his  deliverance;  fur  on  the  fourth  day,  the  aruiy 
ibled  in  the  valley  of  Beracliah,  lor  there  they  blessed 
Jebovali :  thcrcluro  the  name  of  the  laiue  place  was  calUsd  Uu 
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.  Tall*'}-  of  Berachah  unlo  this  day.  Tl»;n  they  returned,  every 
inao  of  Jmlab  and  Jerusalem,  and  Jcboshapbat  in  the  fore- 
front uf  them,  to  go  again  to  Jorusalcm  w  ill)  joy  ;  for  Jchomh 
hftd  mule  ihfDi  to  rejoice  over  tbejr  enimiies.  And  ihoy 
canic  to  Jmisaleiii,  uilli  |»alteries,  and  hai|Ui,  aud  iniinpett, 
unto  llu*  hoiuM  of  Jehofikh.  And  the  fear  of  God  uas  on  all 
,thtf  kingUoius  of  those  counlrtH»,  when  they  heard  that  Jeho- 
vah fought  against  the  ciicniiif!*  of  Israel.  So  the  realm  of  Je- 
ho&haphat  was  t\u\t'.l :  fur  his  (tod  £;nvp  him  rest  riiiitid  Hlnxit.* 
Pious  ami  devoted  lo  the  worship  of  God  ns  this  monarch 
iinquestionaldy  wan,  and  notwithstanding  the  narrow  escape 
and  wanting  Iw  had  ko  liiiely  experienced  from  his  imprudent 
and  cid|KiMe  atfiiiily  with  Aliab;  he  was  ddw  induced  to 
enter  into  relations  of  friendship  with  his  son,  Ahaziah, 
who  bad  sDCceedoil  him,  and  uuitHi  with  (hat  mnnan-h  in 
building  snitte  ships  in  Eziongaber,  in  order  to  go  tn  T.irshish 
and  Ophir  firr  gold.  Bnt  Elieznr,  the  son  of  Doilavah,  of 
Marcshah,  pntphesied  against  Jehtmliiiphal,  ftaying,  Bt^^ausc 
thou  hujit  joined  th\'sclf  with  Ahaziah,  .lehov.ih  hath  broken 
thy  work*.  Whcreopon  the  khips  were  broken  or  wrecked  at 
E/inngabcr,  and  were  rendered  uniible  (o  go  to  Turshish. 
But  Ahaziali  having^  applied  lo  Jebo«haphat  to  resume  their 
parpav,  the  latter  having  now  seen  his  error,  positively 

ffntMC<l,y 

Ji*hi»«i|Lapliiit,  however,  fell  into  a  Kinithir  error  eren  onre 
more  ;   for  Jehoram,  another  son  of  Ahab,  having  succeeded 
AhjLziab,  Jt-hoshaphat  made  peace  with  him,^  and  formed 
an  alli^inre  with  him  and  ih^*  king  of  Edom,  against  Me«ha,  • 
king  tif  Moab, 

AOrra  long  march  of  seven  days  through  the  wildwnea 
of  Edom,  the  alKed  army  became  grc:itly  distnwsed  for  water, 
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and  Jefaoiam  began  to  despair ;  but  Jehoshaphat  said.  Is 
there  not  a  prophef  of  Jehovah.  Upon  being  told  that  Elisha 
was  in  the  neighbourhood,  Jehoshaphat  said.  The  word  of 
Jehovah  is  with  him ;  upon  which  all  the  three  kings  went 
down  to  wait  upon  the  prophet. 

Upon  seeing  them,  Elisha  said  unto  the  king  of  Isi-ael, 
What  have  I  to  do  with  thee?  Get  thee  to  the  prophets  of 
thy  &ther,  and  to  the  prophets  of  thy  mother.  And  the  king 
of  Israel  said  unto  him,  Nay,  for  Jehovah  hath  called  these 
three  kings  together,  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  Moab. 
And  Elisha  said.  As  Jehovah  of  Hosts  liveth,  before  whom  1 
stand,  surely,  were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Jeho- 
shaphat, the  king  of  Judah,  1  would  not  look  toward  thee,  nor 
see  thee.  But  now  bring  me  a  minstrel.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  minstrel  played,  that'the  hand  of  Jehovah  came  upon 
him.  And  he  said,  thus  saith  Jehovah,  make  this  valley  full  of 
flitches.  For  thus  saith  Jehovah,  ye  shall  not  see  wind,  nei- 
ther shall  ye  see  rain ;  yet  that  valley  shall  be  6lled  with 
water,  that  ye  may  drink,  both  ye,  and  your  cattle,  and  your 
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This  monarch  walked  in  tbe  way  of  Asa,  his  father,  and 
ffeparled  not  from  it,  <laii^  that  which  was  right  in  the 
liight  of  JehoTah.  Howbcil,  the  hig^h  places  were  not  taken 
awaj;  for  as  yet  The  people  had.  not  prf^paretl  their  hnartx 
untn  the  God  of  their  fathers.*  And  the  remnant  of  the 
toduraites,  v,  hich  remaiuod  in  the  days  of  hlit  father  Asa,  he 

L took  out  of  the  land. t  And  aOor  ha\ing^  reigned  twenty-five 
roan,^  Jehtwhaphat  slept  with  hts  fathers,  and  wax  buried 
with  his  fathers,  in  the  city  of  Da^-id,  his  father,  and  wx* 
succeeded  by  his  son, 
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Besides  this  prince,  Jehoshaphat  had  leA  six  other 
sons,  viz:  Azariah,  JehicI,  Zet-hariah,  A zariah,  Mi- 
chael, and  Shephatiah  ;  to  whom  thi?  deceased  monarch 
had  given  great  gifts  of  silver,  gold,  and  precioiu  Ihingii. 
with  fenced  cities  in  Judah.  The  first  act  of  Jeharam*s 
rci|rn,  after  he  had  slren«;tliened  himself,  was  to  slay  all  his 
brethren  with  the  sword,  and  divers  also  of  the  princes  of 
[sraeL§ 

We  are  not  Informed  what  was  the  motive  for  this  atro- 
cious conduct ;  but  as  it  is  afterwards  8aid,||  that  his  brethreii 
were  better  characters  than  himself,  it  U  not  unreasonable 
to  imagine  that  they  were  true  wnnhippers  of  God,  and  that 
therefore  Jefauramwasdctermined  to  put  them  out  of  his  way, 
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HaTin^manied  Athaliah,*  oneoftbedaughteisof  Ahab^f 
ha  walked  in  tbe  way  of  the  idolatrous  kiogs  of  Israel,  like 
thai  robelUous  boiise,  and  wrought  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
OfM  of  Jehovah.^  Moreover  he  made  high  [da£es  in  the 
nwoitfaiaa  of  Judab,  and  caused  the  inhabitants  of  Jenisalem 
to  Cflflunit  fornicaticm ;  and  compelled  Judah  thereto.§  How. 
heit,  Jehovah  would  not  destroy  the  house  of  David,  because 
•f  the  coveoiant  that  he  had  made  with  him ;  and  as  be 
pfwuaed  to  gire  a  light  to  him  and  to  his  sons  (or  ever.|| 


*  She  was  daughter  of  Jezebel,  tad  consequeotly  first  cousin  t* 
lh«  father  of  Dido,  queen  of  Carthage,  the  heroine  of  the  JEneiA. 
Jaho'i  Heb.  Commonwealth,  i.  188.    Umr.  Hist.  i.  407.  415. 
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Failtifultottiis  promise,  GuH  srnt  (n  Jehornm,  not  Elijah  in 
person,  bill  a  writing  from  liitn,  saying;  Tims  viith  Jehovah, 
the  God  of  David,  (hy  father ;  LKcnttse  thou  host  not  wnlk^  in 
the  wars  of  Jehoshuphat,  thy  fitthrr,  nor  in  the  wayR  of  Aim, 
khigf  of  Juilah,  but  hast  walked  in  the  nay  of  the  kings  of 
Israel,  nnd  liiist  ma<lt>  Jtiitah  nnd  ihp  inhabilants  of  JcmMalem 
to  go  a  whoring,  liko  to  tho  whontluniKof  the  bouse  uf  Ahab  ; 
and  alKo  bast  slain  thy  brethren  of  Iby  futlier's  house,  which 
were  better  than  thyself:  Brbuhl,  with  a  great  plague  will 
Jehovah  smttc  thy  people,  and  thy  children,  and  thy  wives, 
and  all  thy  goods ;  and  thou  shall  have  gr^al  sickneAS  by 
dtM^ue  of  thy  boweU,  until  thy  liuwels  fall  out,  by  reason  of 
the  iricknen,  day  by  day.* 

Accordingly,  first  the  Edomites  revolted  from  under  the 
rfominion  of  Jodali,  and  madi?  tbi'-mselves  a  king;  and 
altJiough  Joboram  went  forth  to  Ziiir,  with  bia  prinm,  ami 
all  his  chariots  willt  hint,  and  rose  up  by  night,  and  aniotc 
the  Cdomites  wliirh  compassed  him  in,  and  titc  captains  «f 
the  chariots ;  yet  the  Edomites  revolted  from  under  the  band 
of  Jiidah  unto  this  day. t  AAerwards  I.ibiiah  revoltetl  from 
under  his  hand,  because  he  had  fursaken  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
his  fathers.^  And,  fInQl1y,.«ehovab  stirred  up  against  him  Ibe 
spirit  of  the  Philistines,  and  of  the  Arabians,  that  wen>  near 
the  Elhinpianft;  and  they  came  up  into  Judah,  and  brako 
into  it,  and  rarried  away  nil  the  substance  that  was  found  In  the 
king's  house,  and  hia  stmu  also,  and  his  wives  ;  so  that  there 
was  n<!vcr  a  M»n  left  him,  save  Jelioahaz,  or  Ahaziah|  llie 
youngest  of  bis  aons.)) 


•  'iChron   ixi    I'i— Ift. 
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After  all  this,  and  having  reigned  six  years  in  Jemsalem,* 
Jehovah  smote  this  monarch  in  his  boweb  with  an  incurable 
disease;  so  that  after  lying  for  two  years,  his  bowels  fell  out, 
and  he  died  of  sore  diseases,  and  departed  without  being  de- 
sired ;  howbeit  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David,  but  n(rt 
in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings.t 


AHAZIAH. 

This  prince  being  called  to  the  vacant  throne  by  the 
*  *  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  in  consequence  of  all  his 
*  elder  brethren  having  been  slain  by  the  Arabian8,+  he 
walked  in  the  way  of  the  house  of  Abab;  for  his  mothCT- 
was  his  counsellor  to  do  wickedly.  Wherefore  he  did  evil 
in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  like  the  house  of  Ahah.;  for  they 
:were  his  counsellors  after  the  death  of  his  father  to  his 
destruction.  § 


ATtlALtAir.  181 

•epolclire,  with  his  fatbent,  in  the  city  of  David;*  because, 
•ftjtl  they,  he  'u  the  son  uf  Jehushaphat,  who  BOu«rht  Jebvvah 
with  all  hia  heart  ;t  such  honour  have  all  hia  saints.^ 

And  the  desi ruction  of  Ahaziah  wag  of  Ood  by  coming  tn 
J^oram  ;  fur  when  he  wa.i  c«ine,  he  vn*ni  out  with  Jehorain 
ijgainat  Jetiu,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  whom  Jehovah  had  anointed  ' 
focul  off  ths  house  of  Ahab.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  when 
Jehu  waa  exectitingr  judgment  upon  the  house  of  Ahab,  an4  | 
found  the  |irinres  of  Judah,  and  thf"  Min»  of  the  brethren  i*f 
Aha/.iah,  that  minialered  to  Aha'/iah,  Ire  slew  them,§ 

Ahaziah  reigned  only  one  year  ;  and,  upon  his  death,  the 
mad  royal  of  tht*  house  of  Judah  had  well  nigh  been  extin* 
gnished;  lor  the  dowagvr  queen,  Athaliah,  destroyed  them 
•n  except  Joash,  the  late  king's  son  by  Zibiah,  of  Beerskeba,l| 
and  uanrped  beraelf  the  royal  authority. 


ATHALIAH. 


_,         The  promises  of  Jehovah  are  for  ever  sure,  and 

*    *  tboee  whirh  he  made  to  his  servant  David,  rould  nut 
8ft4, 

be  tUaappoinlod  by  thu  devices  of  men  or  dp\iU.     Aa, 

Ibenfore,  an  Egyptian  prineoas  was  provided  by  Jchovali- 

jlireb  to  preserve  and  protm-t  a  Moses,*!  «o  now  Jehoshabeath, 

a  tlangbttir  of  the   late  kins;,   Jeliuram.  who  had  married 

Jeboiada.  tbe  prieit,  was  appuinttM  by  the  same  divine  pro- 

vfadenee  to  prevervo  and  protect  her  infant  nephew,  Joaah. 

This  princoffi,  Ihorefnre,  stole  him  from  among  (he  king's 


•SKInjTi,  U.S7.W. 
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•ons  tliat  were  slain,  and  put  faim  and  his  nuise  in  a  bed- 
chamber, and  bid  him  from  Atfaaliah,  so  that  she  slew  him 
not ;  and  he  was  hid  with  her  and  her  husband  in  the  boose 
of  God  six  years.* 

Id  the  aeventh  year  of  this  usurpation,  Jehoiada,  having 
previously  prepared  the  leaders  of  the  people  and  the  army, 
brought  Joash  forth  to  them  in  the  temple;  and  having 
crowned  him,  the  people  gave  him  the  testimony ,f  and  clap- 
ped their  hands  and  said,  God  save  the  king.  Athaliah 
having  heard  the  voice  of  the  guard,  came  to  the  temple  ex- 
claiming. Treason !  but  she  was  immediately  seized  by  the 
conunand  of  Jehoiada,  and  dragged  out  and  slain  in  the  hotse- 
gate.; 


A.C 


JOASH. 

The  first  act  of  Jehoiada's  administration  under  the 


JOASH. 
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luid,  and  (hey  brought  ilown  the  kin^  from  the  house  of 
Jehovah,  and  came  by  Ihe  way  of  the  gate  of  the  p^anl  to 
iho  king's  house.  And  he  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  kinfjs. 
And  all  the  pMiple  uf  the  land  required,  and  the  city  was  in 
quift.* 

Theaousf  of  Alhiiliah  liaTingf  broken  up  the  house  of  God, 
and  bestowed  all  tho  dedicated  Ihin^  of  the  house  of  Jehovah 
upon  Baalim,  Joa^h  was  minded  to  repair  and  restore  the 
■ame.  A  nd  he  gathi'rerl  together  the  pric^ls  and  the  Levitea, 
utd  aaid  to  them.  Ho  out  into  the  ritics  of  Judah.  and  gather 
of  all  Israel  money  lu  n'pair  the  house  of  your  God  from  year 
lu  year,  an^  see  that  ye  hasten  the  nuittar.  Howbeit  the 
Leviles  haiitr*nod  it  nor.  And  the  kin>^  eallod  for  Jehoiada, 
the  chief,  and  said  unto  hint,  Why  hast  tboii  not  required  of 
the  Lovitcs  to  bring  in  out  uf  Judah,  and  out  of  Jerusalem, 
Ihe  collection,  according-  to  the  commandment  of  Moses,  Ihe 
Arrant  of  Jehovah,  aud  of  the  con^egalion  of  Israel,  fur  the 
kl>emacle  of  witupiiS?  And  at  the  king's  ronimamltiient 
they  made  a  cbcAt,  and  set  it  without  at  the  gate  of  thi-  house 
of  Jrhovah.  And  they  made  ii  proclamation  through  Judah 
uid  JeruKalem,  to  bring  in  to  Jnliuvah  the  collection  that 
MoUK,  tlu*  servant  of  God,  laid  upon  lsnw\  in  the  wilderness.^ 
And  all  the  princes  and  all  the  |>eopIe  rejoiced,  and  brought 
in,  and  nut  into  Ihe  chest,  until  they  had  made  an  end. 
Now  it  came  to  jiaiis,  that  al  whul  lime  the  chest  was  brought 
into  tlt»*  king's  office  by  Ihi:  hand  of  the  LeTitea,  aud  when 
th«iy  aaw  that  there  was  much  money,  the  king^'s  scribe,  and 
the  hig-li  priest's  ulhrer,  rame  and  emptied  the  cheat,  and 
took  it  and  carried  it  to  hi:*  place  again.  Thus  they  did  day 
by  day,  and  ^Ihered  uiouey  in  abundance.     Aud  ibe  king 


•iklnf*.  il.  18— W.    'i  Chron.  xiUli.  17—31. 
t  It  i«  not  Bail!  who  they  were. 
{  Eftoa.  ua.  U.  14. 


and  Jehoiada  gave  it  tu  such  m  did  the  work  of  the  service 
of  the  house  of  Jehovah;  and  hired  masunR  and  rarpeotprt 
tu  repair  the  house  of  Jehovnh ;  and  aXao  such  as  wrought 
iron  an<)  brass  tu  mootl  the  hous?  of  Jehovah.  So  the  worfc- 
incn  wroujs^hl,  and  the  work  was  periVctfd  by  them  ;  and  ihty 
act  the  huiue  of  Owl  in  its  stale,  aQi)  s1reu>(1beoed  it.  And 
when  thfv  had  finished  it,  they  brought  the  rest  of  the  moitev 
before  the  king  nnd  Jehoiada,  whcrcfif  were  made  vmeh*}! 
ftir  the  house  of  Jehovuli;  even  ves*ehi  to  miniftler  an<t  to  o8cr 
withni,  and  spoons,  and  vessels  of  gold  and  silver.  And  (hey 
utfereil  burnt  ufferin^irs  in  tho  hottae  of  Jebuvab,  con1inlall)r 
all  the  (lays  of  Jetiuiudu.* 

And  Jonsh  did  that  which  viva  right  in  the  aighl  of  Jehu* 
vfth  all  the  days  of  Jchuiadu,  the  priest,  who  took  for  him 
two  wivc«,  and  he  hegat  sons  and  diiughturs.t  But  Ihe  hi^h 
placw  were  nut  taken  away;  the  people  still  sacrificed  and 
burnt  iufwnse  in  the  hi^li  places.^ 

And  Jehoiudu,  llic  prie6t,  died  at  the  age  of  130  yean,  and 


•  2  Lhroo,  «xlv.  i— 1+-     S  Kingf,  *ii.  *— 10. 

t  S  Chruo.  xxU.  S.  3.     3  Klogs.  xil.  9 

*  S  Klnfts.  xll.9.  The  high  places  In  Judahmtl  Israel,  and  whkh 

had  the  rlTrcl  a(  fostering  lh»  predllecUou  uf  llie  Jewa  For  idolatry, 

and  of  fioUIUIiiig  tlirir  relurn  (u  Idulalruus  pmclleos  ftmttt  lima  U» 

llmt),  may  tit*  ruinjiornl  tu  tlii<  rpiiinault  of  poprry  nlluwed  lo  leuiaJn 

in  itie  epUcopal  churcli  of  Kiigliutl,  at  Ihe  lime  of  (lio  rrfonnition  ; 

I  and,  at  a  tubHrijurQl  prriuil.  tngraftcd  and  made  of  imperative  obli- 

jgation  by   l^ud  and  his  ndreirrrs.     11  was  tlip  rilla  which  lueh 

I  remnant*   vivrt-  WMy  li>  produce,  and  net  the  things  themselves, 

•hich  hiducRd  the  eoniiclfntioa*  lloopor,  and  other  good  mtm,  M 

ratiit  their  luiposiliim  ;  and  btmi  Crmninrr  liimtelf  toreskw  ihv  pro* 

babt*  result.     Thai  result   has   been   bsl  luo   well   verlflvd.  a»d 

sotnuthlng  very  nucb  like  popery  having  become  the  faihionsble 

religion.  lh«  papists  have  had  but  little  dlflleally  In  th«i  removal  of 

their  whoUaomc  shacklos,  during  the  present  year  (IM20);    and, 

probably,  a  few  years  more  will  prcnluce  oTrn  a  more  faial  mull  j 

which  nay  a  gracious  pruildeocr,  ia  Inflnile  mercy,  avert) 


J018H. 

Iiaried  him  in  the  city  of  David,  anion^  the  kings; 
because  he  had  done  good  in  Wacl,  both  toward  Gud,  and 
toward  his  house,* 

After  the  death  of  Jehoiada,  came  th€  prinrcs  of  Judab, 
and  made  obeisance  to  ihe  king-.  Then  the  king;  hearkened 
unto  them.  And  they  left  the  (muse  of  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
their  fathers,  and  served  p^ves  and  idoU;  and  nralh  came 
upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  fur  this  their  Ireiipass.  Yet  he 
sent  prophets  (o  ihetii,  to  bring  theut  again  unto  Jehovah; 
and  tttey  testified  against  them  :  but  they  would  not  give  ear. 
And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Zechariah,  the  son  of 
Jeboiada,  the  priest,  who  Htowl  above  the  people,  and  said 
upto  them, Thus  saiih  God,  Why  transgress  ye  the  fummatkl- 
meiiU  of  Jehovah,  that  ye  cannot  prosper  ?  BecauM.*  ye  have 
forsaken  Jcliuvuh,  he  liath  al^Mi  fun»akcn  you.  And  ihey  cou- 
^iredigaiiibt  htm,  and  stoued  him  with  slonea,  at  the  command- 
ment of  the  king,  iu  the  court  of  the  house  of  Jehovah.  Thoa 
Jowth,  the  king*,  remembered  not  the  kindness  which  Jehoi- 
■ds,  hia  father,  had  done  to  him,  but  idew  hia  son.t  And 
when  be  died,  ho  said,  Jehovah  look  upou  it,  and  require  il.^ 

For  thtit  wicked  departure*,  the  judgments  of  God  soon 
viaited  Joa&h  with  the  utmost  severity  ;  for  the  king  of  Syria 
Gtme  against  Judah  and  Jerusalem  with  »  small  company  of 
men,  and  dcMrayed  all  the  princes  of  ttie  people,  and  Jehovah 
delivered  a  very  great  hotit  into  their  hand,  and  sent  all  the 
spoil  of  them  unto  the  king  of  Damascus  because  they  had 
forsaken  Johovah,  the  God  of  their  fatheri.§ 

Nor  was  this  all ;  for  the  Syrians  having  IcA  Joasb  iu  great 


*  S  CbroD.  uIt.  Id,  10.  Thii  Rood  priest  wtt  hom  la  the  rciga  of 
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diseases,*  two  of  hitt  servants,  Zabad  or  Jozacbar,  Ibe  son  of 
Shiuteath,  an  AmiDoailess;  and  JehuzalNuI^  iheson  of  Shim- 
rith,  a  Moabiless,  conspired  against  liim,  for  tiie  blood  of  tbe  1 
Mnstof  Johoiada,  (h«  priesi,  and  slew  biin  on  his  bed,  in  the 
llOIVO  of  iMillo,  which  ^uflb  down  to  Sllli,  and  he  dieil ;  and 
ihey  burieil  him  in  the  city  of  David,  but  not  in  tbe  sepulchres 
of  the  kin^;^  and  ho  wutmccccdcd  by  his  son, 

A  M  A  Z I  A  H. 


A.C, 
830. 


As  Mon  ax  tbi.i  prince  felt  secure  on  bis  throne,  he 
slew  iboee  who  had  nssaKiinated  his  father,  but  not 
their  children,  observing  in  that  respect  the  Injunction 
of  Mows.  § 

Having  detennincd,  for  spine  cau*e  which  is  not  declared, 
upon  an  expedition  n^tnst  the  Eilomites,  Amaziah  collected 
a  large  army  of  300,000  chosen  men,  over  which  he  uppoinlcd 
officers,  and  hired  100,000  Israelites  for  100  talents  of  siWer. 
He  was  diverted  from  this  purpose,  howeTer,  by  a  mesago 
fWiin  God,  commandinjj  him  noi  to  let  the  Israelites  go  with 
him,  as  God  was  not  with  them;  and  threatening  him  with 
defeat  unless  he  dismissed  tlirm.  Unwilling  to  lose  his  100  H 
talents,  he  anxiously  enquinni  what  was  to  become  of  them ; 
but  the  man  of  God  replit'd,  Jehovah  is  able  to  gire  Ihra 
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*  AllhuDp;!)  HO  comniratalor  has  noticed  tlil»  cspresslon.  It  can 
hardly  b«  Itie  rlgtil  rttdin; — U  swms  if  irit  ihould  ratbrr  h«  "  in 
hlfl  WMkti'fxnr  impovrrUhed  •Uile."  SeeSchitiiller'a  I-.U.  Penlnift. 
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mnch  more  than  lbi»;  upuD  which  Aiuuziah,  llwugh  perhaps 
nfaK^antly,  sppfintett  the  bnielitrs  fruiii  hu  uwii  subjiKrls, 
umI  sent  Ihem  home;  wherefore  their  unger  was  greatly 
kindle*!  agaituit  JutUh,  and  they  rctnnied  hume  in  great 
H^er.*  And  which  Ibcy  vented  by  fulling  upon  ihc  i-iiies 
m  Judah,  from  Sontariii  even  unto  Bclhboron,  and  ^niois 
3.000  of  theni,  and  touk  much  ti|>oil.t 

Aniazi;ih  led  his  army  to  ihe  valley  of  sill,  and  tilevr 
10,000  of  the  children  of  Seir,  ur  Edoniites,  and  look  thecily 
of  Selah,  aiul  (ulled  the  name  of  it  Joklheot.  He  uUu  brought 
away  10,000  captives,  and  precipitating  tticiu  from  the  top  of 
a  ruck,  they  were  ilaabL-d  to  pieces.^  Uut,  notwithstanding 
ibui  aevcrilj  againia  the  ^lersnns  of  thi;  Edouiitt^s,  inMead  of 
ilouroying  the  gods  of  8i-ir,  )u>  brought  them  home  with  him,  { 
and  set  iheiD  up  for  liis  own  guds,  and  tiuwcd  down  hiiu&elf 
bofure  Ihein,  and  bunked  incense  to  lhcm.§  Whercfure  the 
^J/tl^^f  of  Jehovah  was  kindled  against  Anmxiuli,  and  lie  wnt 
onto  him  a  prophet,  who  said  unto  Iiini,  Why  hast  thou 
loughl  after  the  gods  of  ibe  people,  which  ctHild  nut  deliver  ' 
tbcir  own  people  out  of  thine  hand  ?  And  it  ranie  to  pass, 
u  be  talked  with  him,  that  the  king  said  unto  him.  Art  thou 
mwleof  the  king's  ctiuiiM'l -^  forbear:  why  hhiiuldest  thuu  be 
Amilten  }  Thi'u  the  prophet  forbare,  and  Nuid,  I  know  thatl 
Gud  halh  determined  to  devtruy  thee,  because  thou  tiuat  dotw 
tbiit,  and  huAt  not  hearkened  unio  my  coun»e).l| 

I'hiis  doomi-d  lo  de^tniction.  vaiit-gtoriuus,  and  subjeel  to  . 
evil  eounscllon,  Ania7.iah  wa?*  iudureil  lo  send  u  challenge  to 
JehiMiliaz,  the  king  of  Israel,  pTobiibly  by  way  of  menliug 
the  injur}- }nflicle<lup<in  ihc  cities  ofJudah.  by  the  Ephraimitett 
nu  (heir  roliini  home.     The  reply  of  the  furaelitisli  monarch 

•  IChron.xxT.  A- 10.  t  aCtiron.  «jit.  13. 
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was  safikienlly  insultiog' ;  The  thistle  that  was  in  Lebaoon  j 
scDt  to  the  cedar  that  was  in  Lebanon,  saying.  Give  ll 
daughter  to  my  son  to  wife  :  and  there  passwl  by  a  wild  bea 
that  waa  in  Lebanon,  and  trod  down  the  thistle.  Tboa 
sayest,  lo,  thou  bast  smitttui  the  Edomites;  and  thine  heart 
lifleth  thee  up  to  boast :  abide  now  at  home ;  why  shonldcst 
thou  nieddle  to  thine  hurt,  that  thou  shouldejrt  fall,  even  thou 
and  Juthih  with  thee.^* 

Whether  this  warning  was  in  dnision  or  sincerity,  it  waa  j 
unavailing:  for  Amaziah  would  not  hear,  for  it  came  ofGodl 
that  he  loi^ht  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,] 
becaoso  they  sought  after  the  gods  of  Edom.f 

The  hostile  armies  met  at  Bethshemesh,  and  the  mnnarrhs,1 
it  iti  suid.  looked  each  other  in  the  face;  but  Judah  wa^  beateu^ 
and  ertfry  mat)  fled  to' his  tent.  And  Joosh  ttmk  Ama/.iaU 
prisoner,  and  prossin;^  forward  to  Jerusalem,  brake  down  4IJ() 
cubits  of  the  wall  of  the  city,  from  the  ^te  of  Eplirnim  to  llic 
comer  gate.  And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  the  silver,  and  all 
the  Tssaela  that  were  found  in  the  house  of  God  with  Obodf- 
<lom,*  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's  house,  tlic  hostages 
alao.  and  returned  lo  Samaria.§ 

The  motJier  of  Amaziah  was  Jehoaddan,  uf  Jerusalem: 
and  he  reigned  twenty-nine  years :  at  first  he  did  that  which 
was  right  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  but  not  with  a  perfect 
hcart.l]  its  we  have  already  seen.  And  after  he  had  lunied 
sway  from  following  Jehovah,  a  conspiracy  broke  out  against 
him,  and  be  6ed  to  Lachish ;  but  the  conspirators  aent  sfterj 

fc    ■.,.. .■:.>..„.,■...,.,    * 

^^■^  f  3  Chroo.  \xv.  W. 

^^  2  Who  kept  the  houH  of  Asupplm,  or  ihe  CoUmI)«si>    I  Cbroni 

^^^L  nvt.  lA.    A.  CLAiiRf. 

^^K^  I  2Chroa.  aiv.^l.  ^i.    2  Klnici.  aU.  11-^14. 
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and  slew  him  there.  Ami  tlioy  brought  him  upon  hnrsGi,  and'i 
tMiried  bini  with  his  lathers  in  the  city  of  David;*  and  baj 
wu  niCGecded  by  his  von, 

UZZlAH.t 

This   monarch,  whoee  mother  was  Jecoliah   of , 
g'     *    Jitrasolem,    was  only  sixteen   year*  otd   wlicn   lifll 
aacended  the  throne ;  and  he  built  Eloth,  and  ni^lor- 
ed  ii  to  Jwlah4     He  did  that  which  was  ri^ht  in  Itie  ^ghtj 
of  Jeliovah,  save  that  the  hig;h  places  were  not  removed  ;  tho] 
|>eoplc  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  still  on  the  high  pkces.^1 
And  he  sought  God  in  the  iliy^t  »f  Zccliniiah.  who  had  under- 
stuiding  in  tho  vtsiona  of  God :    and  as  long  as  he  sought 
Jeborafa,  God  made   him  to  prospt-r.     And  lie  went  forth] 
and  warred  a^^ainst  the  Philistines,  and  brake  down  the  wa 
of  Oath,  and  ihe  wall  of  Jabneb,  and  the  wall  of  Ashdod,  and 
built  cities  about  Ashdod,  and  among'  the  Philistines.     And 
God   hclpcil   bim  at^ainst   the   Phittatines,   and  against    the 
AmbiuiB  that  dwelt  in  Gur-bual,[|  and  the  Mebunitns.     And 
Ihe  Amnumitea  gave  gifts  to  L'zziah  ;    and  bis  name  spread 
Abroad  even  to  the  entering  in  of  Egypt ;  fur  he  strengthened 
himself  exceedingly.     Moreover,  Tzziah  built  lowers  in  Jeru- 
lealem,  at  Ihe  cnmergnte,  and  at  the  valley  gale,  and  at  tli« 
Inmtng  of  the  wall,  and  fortified  them.     Also,  he  buill  lowers 
in  the  desert,  and  dljjgnd  many  well*  ;  fur  he  had  much  cat- 
tle, both  in  Ihe  low  country,  and  in  the  phuns:    husbandmen 

•  IChroo*  »v.  'J7.  'J».    1  Kings,  sir.  ID,  »>. 

+  Or  Axsrlah. 

X  2  Chroo.  xxfl.  1 — S.    2  Kinni,  xi?.  ^1,  22.  «v.  2. 

^  2Chfon.ixTi.  *■     2  Kin^H,  s«.  S,  i. 

I  Or  Pi>lra— kcrorilinit  lo  the  8rpt.     Hcirm  wn4  titr  chi«f  cli;  of 

E*lotii,  ttie  leinarkabU  rslus  of  which,  s  Ttst  barrm  rtick,  have  Ulelf 

Vtea4lico*ete«t.S«<!Ki:lih's  EiiJpnce  from  Projihecy,  |>.|i.  1E0.296. 
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miso,  and  rine  dressors  in  Iho  mountains,  and  in  Camic>1; 
for  hi»  luved  husbandry.  Moreover,  Uzziah  had  sn  hort  of 
fis^hting  mun,  that  went  out  tu  war  by  bands,  accunling'  to 
iht*  nunilMT  of  Ihcir  accniint,  by  the  hnnd  of  Jpi*-!,  the  scribe, 
and  Mnasriah,  iIil*  ruler,  under  tito  hand  of  Hannniah,  one  of 
tho  king's  captains.  The  whole  number  of  tht!  chief  of 
the  fathers  of  the  nullity  men  of  valnur  were  2,000.  And 
under  their  hand  wag  an  army,  307,500,  thai  iimdo  war  with 
mighty  power  to  help  the  king  a^iniit  the  enemy.  And 
Uzzinh  prepared  for  ihrm,  tliniii>^hnut  all  the  host,  shields, 
and  spears,  and  hchucl^,  and  hartx'rgeons,  and  bovrs,  and 
slin^^ii  to  cast  stoneti.  And  he  made  in  Jerusali-m  i-iifiinea, 
invented  by  amning^  men,  to  be  on  the  towers  and  upon  the 
bulwarks,  to  sliout  arrows  and  great  stones  withal.*  And  his 
name  spread  (u  abroad;  for  he  was  marvellottsly  helped  till 
he  waa  atronjij.t 

Tints  far  all  went  well ;  but  the  wino  and  pimis  /ecbariah 
being  most  probably  dead,  and  L'zziab  having  lnTonio  i^rong. 
his  hnirt  was  lifted  up  to  dpstniclion ;  fur  he  Iransgres^'d 
agaidhi  Jehovah,  ht8  God,  and  went  into  the  tt'inple  of  Jeho- 
vah In  bum  incense  upon  the  altar  of  incense.  And  Azariuh, 
the  priest,  went  in  ador  him,  and  with  him  fourscore  pri(»(ta 
of  Jehovah  that  were  valiant  men  ;  and  th<^y  wiihst<iiKl  U/xinh 
tho  king,  and  said  unto  him,  it  appLTlaim-ih  not  unto  ihfe. 
tlz^iah,  to  bum  incense  unio  Jehovah,  but  In  llii>  pn<>sts,  tlm 
suns  of  Aaron,  wlio  are  cunai-crateil  to  bum  incen*';  go  out 
of  ihesanclMar^'  for  ihou  hast  tn-spassed;  neillier  shall  it  be 
for  thine  honour  from  Jehoviih,  God.  Then  L^zziah  •a» 
wroth,  and  had  a  center  in  his  hand  to  bum  imvnsc ;  andwhiW 
be  was  wroth  with  the  priestA,  tho  leprosy  even  n»0  up  in 
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•  ^TlOs  ftceouDl  it  lonir  prior  to  any  ihlof  of  Ibe  kind  amooc 
the  tirerks  or  Romant."     A.  CiasiiS. 
t  a  Cliron.  ut).  4— IA. 
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his  forehead,  before  the  priests,  m  the  house  of  Johovnh,  from 
besiile  thi'  inccnsfi  ahar.  And  AzMriah,  the  chief  priest, 
and  alt  the  priests  looked  upOD  him,  and  behuld,  he  waa 
l«-pmiu)  in  his  fdrchead,  aiid  ihey  thnisl  him  out  from  thence; 
vea,  himself  hasted  also  lo  go  out,  because  Jehovoli  Lad  smJI- 
leii  him.* 

It  doe*  not  appear  that  Vzziah  ever  gave  into  the  idolatrous 
worihip  which  hud  so  long;  infected  both  the  kingdoms;  hut 
Ktillf  not  bavin<;  properly  humbled  himself  under  this  severe 
dinpeniutinn,  he  remnin(>d  a  W[m*t  uiitit  the  t\ny  of  his  death, 
and  dwelt  in  a  several  house,  being  rut  off  from  the  house  of 
Jfhovuh  ;t  and  Jothum,  his  son.  was  over  the  king's  houae, 
jndfpng  the  people  of  the  land,  quasi  regcnt.J 

During  juirt  of  ihe  reign  of  this  monan-h  flourished  the 
holy  prophets,  Isaiah,^  Hasea,ll  and  Amos;*f  and  also  during 
bis  reign  a  formidable  ear(h<|uakc  liwk  plane,  probably  on 
account  of  hta  great  sin,*^  in  presuming  to  oifer  up  incense, 


•  aChroo.xxvi.  1(1—20. 

t  Lev.  xllt.  40. 

1 1  Chron.  zxvl.  31.    2  Kingm  it.  B. 

I  iHtth.  I  1.  \\.  1.     It  it  rvldciit  some  chronicle  of  the  trantae- 

llona  nf  ihU  nmiarch  hts  ticcn  tost,  for  in  *J  Kings,  xv.  <t.  we  art 

rtferrvd  tn  ihv  Chrnnleles  of  the  Klngis  of  Jmlah;  kiicI  2  Ctirunicin, 

atvl.'ii.  Informt  uft  itiat  the  fc*l  of  tlioaclsor  t'xxlati.  first  ■iiU  list, 

did  Itaimh  iIip  prn[itirt,  Ihv  ton  of  \inox,  wrilr ;  whetimi,  no  lach 

rolallon  t»  lo  b«  round  la  die  evangelical  pro|ihvl. 

I  Ilotra,  1.  I.  H  A(no5.  i.  1. 

■*  Josvpliav  informii  a*,  llitt  lht>  intlirllon  of  li-proif  upon  Ihli 
nooarrh  uraii  |iri-cinltfd  liy  a  Ur in t-nduufl  rarlliquakc,  nccompantrd 
with  olticr  kiidiCAliunt  of  thf  wralb  of  Jrl>oMli,  "  In  llie  nifantiine, 
a  great  carllitjiialiv  ihonk  lim  groanil.  and  a  rent  «aa  inade  \n  the 
Ufliple,  and  the  brlghl  ray  a  ufthc  tun  tti>ifip  ihrou^h  It,  and  fvll  upon 
Ih^  king's  face.  InfMnnch  thai  the*  Uytnty  srIzeU  upon  iiim  linninli- 
atply.  And  brforr  Ihv  riiy.  at  a  placoralird  Eaocr.  halfthtmuun- 
talo  broke  ulT  from  the  teil  on  the  w»l,  ant]  rolled  lliirlf  foir  fur- 
loiigB.  and  atuod  >tlll  at  the  eft»t  niouatala,  nil  tbe  loada,  a*  well  aa 
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Bnd  which  had  left  so  strong  an  impreBsion  oa  ihe  minds  of 
lljie  pcopiv,  as  to  be  proverbial  amongst  them,  as  late  ss  the 
era  of  ZecbarUh  tlie  prophet,  who  lived  about  three  boodrcd 
jfvare  anerwards. 

After  a  long  reign  of  fifty-two  years,  Tzziah  died  at  Jem- 
Balcm,  under  scntenco  of  the  Ix-viticnj  regulations  for  leprosy, 
and  he  slept  with  his  lathern;  and  they  buried  him  wilh  his 
&thers,  in  tlie  field  of  the  burial  u  hit-h  belonged  to  the  kic^ ; 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son>* 

JOTHAU, 


A.C. 


Who  ascended  the  throne  of  Judah  at  ifap  ifge  of 


tweuly-fiyc.  His  mother  was  Jerushah,  the  daughter 
I  "^*  of  jl^adok  ;  and  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sigfat 
pf  Jebovah>  according  to  all  that  his  fatherUzziah  did;  h»w- 
bcit  he  entered  not  into  ibc  temple  of  Jehovah  ;  the  high  pla- 
rea  were  not  removei) ;  tuid  the  people  sacrificed  and  burned 
hioeiiae  still  in  the  high  places.  He  built  the  higher  gnte  of  the 
house  of  Jehovah,  and  on  the  wall  of  Ophel  he  built  much. 
Moreover*  he  built  cities  in  the  mountains  of  Judah,  and  in 
the  fore.sts  he  built  castles  and  towers.  He  finighl  also  with 
the  king  of  the  Amuioniles,  and  prevailed  a|:ainst  ihrm.  And 
Ijic  children  of  Ammon  gave  him,  the  same  year,  an  hundrMi 
UlanU  of  silver,  and  ten  thou<iand  measureii  of  wheat,  and  ten 
Ihowtnd  of  barley.  So  much  did  the  children  of  Amnion  pay 
unto  him,  bolli  the  xerund  year  and  the  third. t     So  Jolham 

the  kind's  icanlns,  wrre  spoiled  by  the  drstnictian."  JoMphns, 
>ul.  ii.35.  And  ihat  ■ome  alirnBt  carthqniks  took  place  during  this 
ri'ign,  appears  rrotn  Zt^li.  xiv.  S. 

•iChron,  xntl.aS.      2  Klnu*.  «t.  7. 
t  8m  Ihr  proptii'olet  sgaintt  Ammon — tliitr  rraisrliiblc  fulfll* 
in^nt—and  tlir  prl^«t■t]l  blate  of  itttt  couiilr)  and  tis  cilics,  well  lllus. 
Ifat«4  lo  tCuUh'l  efUfc-oca  frum  I'ropbrcjr,  f-  100. 
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became  mighty  becmuse  he  prepared  hia  ways  before  Jcfaovah^ 
hia  Gud.* 

In  the  lallcr  days  of  this  inonan:fa,  Jehovah  b(^an  to  semi 
againxl  Judah,  Ki>ziii,  ihc  k\ng  of  Sviia,  and  Pekah,  the  gon 
of  Renuliafa  ;t  aud  after  reigning  fifteen  yenr-t,  he  slept  with 
hi*  fathcRs  »tid  they  buried  him  in  the  cily  of  David  ;  and  he 
was  luccct'ded  by  hia  sun,^ 


AHAZ. 


A.D. 

742. 


TfliB  monarch  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  began 
tn  reign,  but  he  did  not  that  which  wxh  right  in  the 


night  of  Jehovah,  like  David,  his  father  ;  for  he  walked 
in  (he  vtAYs  of  the  kings  uf  Israel,  and  made  also  iiiolten 
images  for  Baalim.  Morcoror  he  burnt  incense  in  the  valley 
ofthewn  of  Hinnom,  anrj  burnt  hJA  childn^it  in  the  firp,§  after 
tlie  abuininatiuiiH  of  the  lic:ilhei),  whuni  Jehuvah  had  cast  out 
before  the  children  of  Israel.  He  sarrificod  also,  and  bumi 
ineenae  in  the  high  places,  and  on  the  hills,  and  under  every 
green  tree.H 

Then  Rezin,  king  of  SvTin,  and  Pekah,  son  of  Remaliah 
king  of  liffBcl.  ramc  up  to  Jerusalem  tu  war;  and  they  be- 
aieged  Ahaz,  but  could  not  overcome  him.^f 

For  upon  thin  uecuKion  it  wa-s  that  the  prophet  Isaiah  waa 
lent  to  thi&  monarch  with  the  following  remurkable  pre- 
diction :  And  it  wan  told  the  bouse  of  David,  Haying,  Syria 
ts  confederate  with  Ephraim.   And  his  heart  was  moved,  and 

^ •  2CbroD.  xxyii.  1—6      i  Kings,  i».  32^-9S.. 

t  'i  Kings,  IV.  37. 

1 7  Klap.  XT.  8H.    2  Cbron.  ixtII.  9. 

\  See  A.  CUrk«on  I^f.  xtUI.  91.  u.  S.  4.A. 

1 3  ChroQ.  UTlU.  1—*.  1  i  Kloga,  nt  A, 
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ibe  heart  of  bu  people,  as  tht.'  lices  of  the  wood  are  moTcil 
wilb  ihe  wind.  Tben  said  Jehovah  unto  Isatah,  Cii  forth 
anw  to  meet  Ahaz,  thou,  and  Shcirjajhub,  thyiton.  at  the  end 
of  the  conduit  of  the  upper  pool,  in  th»  highway  of  the  fuUer'a 
Ijuld  :  and  say  unto  him.  Take  hLH:d,  and  be  quiet :  fnar  nol, 
neitliLT  be  faint  heartt^d,  fur  the  tMO  taiU  of  lhesi<  smoking 
fire  brands,  for  the  fierce  anger  of  Re/.in  Hilh  Syria,  and  of 
the  don  ofRcmaUah.  Because  SvTin,  Kphraim,  and  the  son 
of  Uctualtah,  have  tnkeu  evil  coun&el  u^nst  ihce,  Kuying, 
Let  us  go  up  against  Judab,  and  vex  it,  and  let  us  make  a 
breach  therein  fur  us,  and  set  a  king  in  the  midnt  of  it,  even 
tt»e  son  of  Tabcal :  thus  saith  Jehovah,  God,  It  ahull  nut 
aTAiul,  Qdither  shall  it  eouie  to  past.  l*ur  the  head  of  Syriii  it 
ptunascus,  and  the  head  of  Damascus  is  lleztn;  and  within 
three  score  and  tive  years  shall  Ephraitn  be  brukeu.tlat  il  be 
pot  a  people.*  And  the  hi':id  of  Epliraini  is  Samatio.  and  tlm 
Jiead  of  Samaria  is  Kemaliah's  son.  if  ye  will  Dot  bi^Ueve, 
purely  ye  Miall  not  be  c$tab!i*hed. 

Moreover,  Jehovah  spake  s^ain  unto  Ahax,  sayir^,  AJt 
Ihee  a  sign  of  Jehuvuh,  ihy  G'o<l ;  ask  it  either  in  the  depth, 
pr  In  tbo  hi-i^Lt  above.  Uut  Ahaz  said,  1  will  nut  ask,  neither 
will  1  lenipt  Jehovah.  And  he  said,  Hear  yc  now,  U  house 
of  David !  U  it  a  amatl  ihiog  fur  you  to  weary  men,  bur 
will  yu  wenry  niy  GikI  aho  ?  TluTefore  Jrhovnh  himivtf 
«ha11  j^iveyon  a  Hig^n  ;  bclvld  a  virgin  shall  conceive,  and 
bear  a  «od.  and  aholl  t  all  bi«  natne  Immanupl.  Butler  and 
Jkoiiey  shall  he  eat,  that  he  tnny  know  lu  refus<^  th«  evil,  and 
rhoo!«e  the  gu<*d.  Fur  befor«>  thi*  rhild  sImiU  knnw  to  n*fu»e 
Ibe  evil  awl  choose  The  |?ood,  lite  land  thai  ihou  obhoneel 
.aliall  be  forsaLcn  of  biilh  h<>r  kin^ 

•  Which  raaitt  rxnetly  to  ptsa  :  Tor  in  the  tvpnly-srcoiut  year  ut 
IMartftstrh,  E^ithatldon.  king  of  Assyria  tnd  Dfthylon,  rarrled  t-mmy 
esplivc  all  thtt  wrra  left  in  SaroarU  of  tbe  Uil  cspUrity."  Bi*. 
M'luox.    Bp.  Lowm.     Pridkali,  I.  &i. 
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Jehovali  shall  bring  opoD  ihee,  aod  upoD  Iby  people,  aud 
upon  thy  father's  house,  days  that  have  not  come,  from  the 
d»y  that  Eplimim  departed  from  Judah;  even  the  kJu^  of 
Assyria.    And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  Jrhotah  [ 
•hall  him  for  the  fly  that  is  iu  'ihc  uttermost  part  of  t  he  river*  j 
of  Egj-pt,  and  fiir  the  bee  that  is  in  the  land  of  Assyria.    And 
tbey  shall  cunip,  and  shall  rest  all  of  iheni  in  the  deaotata 
valleys,  and  in  the  boles  of  the  rocks*  and  upon  all  tbomt, 
and  upon  all  huslie.^     In  the  same  day  shall  Jehovah  shave] 
ivilh  a  razor  that  is  hinn),  naniply,  by  them  beyond  the  river,.] 
by  the  kiiij  of  Ass^  riu,  the  licad,  and  the  hair  of  the  fe«t ;  I 
«iid   i(  tthidt  also  consume  the  beard.      And  it  shall  come  lol 
pus  in  that  day,  (hat  a  man  nhall  nountih  a  young  cow,  and 
\vnt  sheep;    and  it  flhall  come  to  pa&s^  for  tbe  abundance  of 
milk  ihai  they  shall  g'we,  that  h^  shall  eat  butter  ;    for  butter 
and  honey  tdtoil  every  one  ral  that  i^  IrA  in  the  land.     And 
it  shall  come  to  paiis  in  thai  day,  that  every  place  shall  be, 
wb«r»  ihcre  wore  a  thousand  vines  at  a  thousand  silvcrlingi* 
it  shall  even  be  fur  briers  and  thorns.   With  arrows  and  witb, 
buwa  hIuiII   men  conic  tbtther;    beraii!«H   all   the   land  shall' 
bMOno  britn  vod  thorns.     And  on  all  hills  that  shall  be 
digged  wilfa  the  mattock,  there  shall  not  route  thither  tbe  fear 
»f  Iho  briorA  and  ihorus  ;  but  it  shall  W  fur  the  sending  forth 
offHUa,  iiui  fur  the  hrocding  of  lfssi>r  caltte. 
.    Mofeover.  Jehovali  said  unlu  me.  Take  ihee  a  great  roU»j 
and  write  in  it  wilh  a  man's  pen  concemiog  Maher-sbaUi^l 
nash-bftz.     And  I  took  unlu  tue  faithful  witnesses  to  record^,] 
Uriah,  the  priest,  and  Zi>:chariah,  the  son  of  Jcbercrhiah.j 
Aud  I  went  utilu  the  pruphclea&;   aud  she  conceived,  ajtd'l 
bttfe  •  sun.    Then  said  Jehovah  to  me.  Call  his  name  Maher-^ 
•habUbash-baz.  I'or before  ihn  rtiild  shall  have  knowledge  to 
cry.  My  falhirr,  and  my  muilier,  the  riches  of  Damascus,  and 
the  spoil  of  Samaria,  shall  be  taken  away  befuce  the  king  of 
Asiyria.     Jehovah  spake  unto  me  a^in,  uying",  Foraamuch 
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AS  this  people  iffusnlh  the  watcn  of  Shiloah  that  go  sofUy, 
and  rejoice  in  Ke^in,  and  Itemaliah's  son.:  now  Uiorerore, 
behold,  Jehovah  Itrino^nth  up  upon  them  the  waters  of  the 
river,  strong  and  mniiv,  cvt-n  the  king^  of  A&svria,  and  all  hia 
glory:  and  he  shall  come  up  over  all  \m  i-hanneU,  and  go 
over  all  hi.s  banks;  and  he  shall  pass  through  Judah,  he  shall 
overflow  and  gu  over,  he  shall  reach  even  lo  ihc  netk:  and 
lliv  Ktn?lf:hing  out  of  his  wings  shall  till  the  breadth  of  thy 
land,  O  Immanuel.* 

Associate  yuursclveSt  O  ye  people,  and  ye  shall  be  broken 
in  plecra;  and  give  ear,  all  ye  of  far  conntrictt :  gird  your- 
aelTes,  and  ye  sh:dl  be  hnken  in  pieci^;  g^rd  yourselves, 
and  ye  shall  be  broken  in  pieces.  Take  roun<tcl  togetbert 
and  it  shall  come  lo  nought ;  speak  the  word,  and  it  shall 
nut  stand  :   for  God  is  with  you. 

Fur  Jehovah  »pake  thus  lo  ine  with  a  strong  hand,  and  in- 
alruitud  me  that  I  should  nut  walk  in  the  way  x>i'  this  people, 
saying,  Say  ye  not,  a  confederacy,  to  all  iheni  lo  whom  this 
|>eoplo  would  say,  a  confederacy ;  neither  fear  ye  Iheir  fear, 
nor  \vf  afraid.  Sanctity  Jehovah  of  Host^  himself:  and  let 
him  be  your  feur,  and  let  hitn  be  your  dread.  And  he  shall 
be  for  a  sanctuary ;  but  for  a  stone  of  stumbling,!  and  for  a 
rock  of  ulfrnce,  to  both  the  houses  of  iHrael,  Cor  a  gin  and  for  a 
anare  to  the  inliabit:uil$  uf  Jcni.<alem.  And  many  ninOi^ 
them  shall  stumble,  and  fall,  and  lie  broken,  and  l>e  snamrf,. 
■nd  be  taken.     Bind  up  the  lestiiuouy.  seal  the  law  among 


•  *'  Tho  Iftnd  of  the  Irlhn  of  Judih,  is  here  called  the  lintt  of  !«■ 
aianuel  ;  brcusM  Immannrl  wnn  to  come  out  of  Ihiiltrlbtr.  ind  thtl 
trlb«  atioultl  hare  ■  scrfilrv  and  f[o*omment  till  Immannrl  ahould 
•ome.  whicli  iiuae  tir  the  ollitr  irilics  tud,  luTliig  all  loiI  itie  sceptr* 
berore  otir  Lord  camp."     Be.  Wilson. 

t  Rom.  Is.  3'2.  1  Peter,  tt.  7,  B.  "  Jrsaa  Chrlit  waa  ihlf  itona  of 
«tumblln|r ;  rrgo,  Jviaa  Cliflat  waa  Jrhotah  of  lloals."  JoDH  oa 
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my  dijciples.    And  1  will  w&i(  upon  Jehovah*  that  hideth  bit 
face  from  the  house  of  Jacob,  und  I  will  look  fur  him.     Be-j 
hold,  I  and  the  children  whom  Jpliovali  halh  given  nie,  are] 
for  signs  and  for  vonders  in  Israel  from  Jehovah  of  Hosts, 
who  dwcllrth  in  mount  Zton.     And  when    they  shall    say 
unto  you,  Seek  unto  them  tliat  have  familiar  spirits,  and  unto 
wizards  that  peep,  and  that  mutter:  should  not  a  people  seek', 
unto  their  God  ?  for  tbe  living  to  the  dead  ?     To  the  law  and 
to  tbe  testimony :   if  they  speak  not  acrording  to  this  word,  \ 
i(  is  becansc  there  is  no  llj^ht  in  them.     And   tbey  shall , 
pus  through  it,  hardly  bestead  and   hung^:  and  it  shal^ 
cume  lo  pus,  that  when  they  sbnll  be  bunip'y,  tliey  shall  fri^  i 
themaelvw^  and  cone  tb^r  king  and   their  God,  and  look ' 
upward.     And  tbey  shall  look  unto  the  earth,  and  behold 
trouble  and  darkness,  dimness  of  an^iish  ;  and  they  shall  be 
flHren  to  darkness:  oevenhcloss,  tbe  dimness  shall  not  be, 
sarh  IS  was  in  her  vexation. 

When  At  the  first  he  lightly  aifltcted  the  land  of  Zebuino,  ' 
and  tlie  land  of  Naphlali,  and  aAerward  did  more  grievously  i 
aiBicl  her  by  tbe  way  of  tho  sea,  beyond  Jordan,  in  Galilee 
of  the  aalions.     The  people  that  walked  in  darknem  have 
seen  a  gri-at  light ;  I  hey  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  Ihe  shadovr  ] 
of  dcalb*  upon  them  bath  the  light  xhincd.*    Thou  bast  niuU  j 
liplicd  the  nation,  and  not  increased  the  joy :  ibcyjoybe«1 
fun*  thefi  arcurdiug  to  lite  j(iy  in  harvest,  and  as  men  rejoice] 
when  they  divide  the  spoil.     For  ihou  hast  broken  the  yoke] 
of  his  burden,  and  the  slufTof  his  sbuiilder,  the  rod  of  his  op- J 
pr*»s4or,  OS  in  tho  day  of  Midian.     For  every  hatile  of  the 
warrior  la  with  cititfused  noi&e,  and  garments  rulled  in  blood  j 
but  this  shall  be  with  burning  and  fuel  of  fire.     For  unto  us 
a  child  Is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given  :  and  the  ^ovemmeut 
•hall  bcu{K>n  his  ahonlder:    and  his  name  shall  be  called, 
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Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the  ini^ty  Cod,  the  rvprlasting 
Father,  the  Prince  of  Peare,  Of  the  increase  of  hU  g»^ , 
vemnient  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  Ihronttl 
of  David,  and  up;>a  his  kiii'^dom,  to  order  il^  and  to  estab-j 
lifih  it  with  jud^^nent  and  with  juilice,  from  hcncefortEi] 
even  fur  ever.  The  zeal  of  Jebovali  of  Hosts  will  pcr-j 
form  this.* 

Enroiirag^cd  by  this  prophecy  to  expect  relief  at  least  froal 
the  ininiediatc  danger,  Ahax  defended  the  rity  of  jLTu^letn  ;| 
and  tlie  two  hosUle  arnites  uere  obliged  (u  rai.se  the  Kiege.f'l 
But  the  king  of  Syria  recovered  Eloth,  and  established  a| 
colony  uf  Syrians  in  that  city.^ 

The  infidel  feidin^.  however,  which  Abaz  had  discovered, 
and  the  little  disposition  to  humble  himself  which  he  nfter«j 
ward^  evinced,  subjected  him  to  a  repetition  of  this  invasion  ;1 
fur  the  next  year,  the  asioriato  monarch^  marebwl  again 
him  again,  and  Jehovah,  hi^  Cod,  delivered  him  into  ihe  hand] 
of  the  king;  of  Syria:  and  they  lunote  him,  and  carried  awny 
A  great  nniltitudo  of  them  euplivoj,   and  brought  them 
D:in):isriiK.      And  he  was  also  dflivered  into  the  hand  of  ihol 
king  of  Urae),  who  smnte  him  with  a  great  slaughter.     Furl 
Pckah,  Ihe  stm  of  Remaliab,  slew  in  Judah  an  hundred  nnd 
twenty  thousand    in  one  day,  who  were  all   valiant  men: 
beemute  ihey  had  forsaken  Jehovah,  the  God  of  their  tuthere. 
And  /irhri,  a  mighty  man  of  Ephraim,  slew  Maaseinh,  the 
king's  sirn,  and  Azriknm,  Ibi'  governor  of  the  huuip,  and  EU 
kanah,  tb>)t  wa:i  next  to  tlte  kin^^.    And  the  children  of  Ism4 
carried  uwuy  raptl^e  of  tliejr  bnMlirfii,  2(10,1100,  women, 
■om,  and  daughters,  and  look  alMi  away  umch  spoil  froia 
Ihem,  and  bruugbt  the  spoil  to  Samaria. $  I 


iMiali,  Tli.  till.  It.     At  lo  itiit  {irnphfcy.  tec  A-  Omrke,  Bp. 
I,owlh.  sntt  Rp.  Wllion. 
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But  Judab  was  nul  to  t>c  finally  cut  uff,  and,  therefure,  in 
tbu  extremity,  0<ted,  a  prophet  ol'  Jcbovah,  went  out  bcTura 
the  bout  ibat  came  tii  SftaKiria>  aiitl  &:ii(l  unto  tbem,  Behold, 
because  Jetiuvali,  Ibo  God  of  your  fa t Iters,  wiis  wroth  with 
Judub,  be  batb  delivered  tbem  into  yoar  hand,  and  ye  have 
tiain  tbem  in  a  mffc  that  rcarhetli  up  unto  bi-avm.  And  now 
ye  purpose  to  keep  under  tlie  rhildrenuf  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
for  bondnien  and  bondwomen  unto  yuu :  but  are  (here  not 
with  yon,  even  with  you,  sins  against  Jehovah,  your  Cod  ? 
Now  hear  me,  Iberefure,  and  deliver  the  captives  again, ^rbiih 
ye  havp  taken  captive  of  your  biethn-n ;  fur  the  (ierrc  wratb 
of  Jehovah  is  upon  you.  Then  certain  of  Ihi-  heada  of  th« 
children  of  Ephraini,  Azariah,  the  sou  of  Jobanan,  Ikrccbiah, 
the  son  of  M(*4lii1leDinth,  and  Jrhizkiah,  the  son  of  Sballum, 
niid  Amaia.  the  Mn  of  lladlai,  Klood  up  a<;;aitt$t  thein  that 
came  from  the  war,  and  vtid  iintn  them,  Ye  sbnll  do)  brinp  in 
the  fapliviM  liilher:  fur  wliorras  wc  have  ufTendoil  a^iost 
Jehovah  already,  ye  intend  to  add  more  to  our  sinji  and  to 
our  tre4|>asHt^:  for  oor  trospns?  is  f;real,  and  Ibcre  is  fierce 
vraih  a^aiiMt  hrael.  So  the  untK'd  men  leH  (be  captives  and 
the  spoil  briurc  the  princes  and  all  the  conjugation.  And 
the  men,  which  were  expressed  by  nnnip,  rose  up,  and  took 
the  captives,  and  with  the  spoil  ctolbcd  all  that  wore  naked 
amon^  tbem,  and  nnayed  Ihcm,  and  shod  them,  andgmn 
them  In  cat  and  to  drink,  and  anointed  them,  and  t-arried  alll 
tim  ftHrble  of  tbem  upon  U-«iOS,  and  brought  them  to  JeHcbo,. 
the  city  of  palm  iteet,  to  their  brethren ;  then  they  returned 
to  Sjmaria.* 

The  Eflulnitca  also  came  and  smote  Judah,  and  carried  away 
eaplivei.     The  PhiliittincH  aliio  bad  invaded  the  cities  of  tb« 

*  aChrun.  vxviil.O— lA.  "  Weean  scnrcrly  And  «  pinllr)  to  ihls  ^ 
•elof  tiuniftnily.  In  tht  anif vrsfti  liistoi  y  oflhe  virs wlilrh  mavaye  mia  ' 
bat  cftrrlrd  oo  ai^kintt  Mii  MIowb,  from  lite  foBadsltoa  or  l^c  wotld." 
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low  country,  and  of  the  south  of  Judah,  and  had  taken  Bclh- 
shemesh,  and  Ajalon,  and  GtHlcroth,  and  Shocho,  with  the 
villages  thprr<>f;  iitid  Tirnnah,  with  the  villagw  tliereof;' 
Gimzo  also.  And  Ihe  villu^r>!j  therr-of:  and  they  dwell  lhi*re. 
For  Jehovah  brought  Jiidah  low  bn^tise  of  Ahaz,  king  of 
Israel;  for  he  made  Judah  naked  and  transgrosaf^  som 
'ft^iiist  Jcliovuh.* 

Whereupon  Ahazscnl  messengers  toTig^lalh-ptlesrrt  king 

of  Assyria,  saying;  t  am  thy  servant  and  thy  son,  come  up 

l  and  save  me  out  of  (he  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria,  nnd  out  of 

I  Ihe  hand  of  the  king  of  Israel,  whirh  rise  op  against  me.  And 

Ahaz  took  the  silver  and  gold  that  was  found  in  the  houuc  of 

Jefaurab,  and  in  the  treasures  of  the  king's  hou»e,  and  soni  it 

I  for*  present  to  the  king  of  Axtyria.   And  the  king  of  ASE^nift 

ribearkened  unto  him  ;  fur  the  king  of  AsKjriu  went  up  agiunst 

Damosou,  and  took  it,  and  cnrried  the  people  of  it  captive  to 

Kir,  and  slew  Kezin.     And  king  Ahaz  went  to  Damascus  tu 

meet  Tiglatb-pili-jier,  king  of  Ass^iTia,  and  saw  an  altar  that 

was  at  Damascus;  and  king  Ahaz  sent  to  Urijah,  the  piiest, 

the  fashion  of  the  altar,  and  the  pattern  of  it,  acrording  to  all 

Ihe  workmanship  thereof.     And  Urijah,  the  priest,  built  an 

altar  according  to  all  that  king  Ahaz  had  sent  from  Damas- 

^Ctt>:  to  Urijah,  the  priest,  made  it  against  king  Ahaz  rame 

from  Damascus.    And  when  the  king  was  corao  from  Damas- 

cas,  the  king  saw  the  altar;  and  the  king  npfiruarhed  to  tbe 

altar,  and  offered  tttereon :  and  he  burnt  his  burnt  ofTcrin^, 

Efmnd  his  meat  offering,  and  poured  hia  driuk  offcriag,  and 

■prinkled  the  blood  of  his  peace  oU'eringE,  upon  the  altar. 

And  he  brought  aLu)  (he  brazen  altar,  which  was  l>eforo  Jeho* 

vah,  from  the  foro  front  of  the  house,  from  between  the  altar 
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«Dd  th€  hoas«  of  Jehovah,  and  put  it  on  the  north  $aie  of  th»  J 
tltar.  And  king  Ahaz  commanded  Urijah,  the  priest,  sa^rin^i 
CpoD  the  great  altar  bam  the  mornifig  burnt  ofieriog,  aad 
the  eveninsr  meat  offering,  and  the  king's  burnt  sacrifice, 
and  his  meat  oiTeria^ ;  with  the  burnt  offering  of  all  thtf  peo* 
pie  of  ibe  land,  and  their  meat  offering,  and  their  drink  oOe^l 
ingfl :  and  sprinkle  upon  it  all  the  blood  of  the  buml  ofleriag* 
and  all  tho  blood  of  the  sacrifice;  and  the  brazen  altar  diall 
be  for  me  to  inquire  by.  Thus  did  Urijah,  the  priest,  ac- 
cording to  all  that  Ahaz  commanded.  And  king  Ahaz  cut 
off  tbo  borders  of  the  haiies,  and  removed  the  laver  from  off 
Ihem;  and  took  down  the  sea  from  off  the  brazen  oxen  ibait 
were  under  it,  and  put  it  upon  a  pavpmnni  nf  stones.  And 
the  covert  for  (he  Sabbath,  that  they  bad  built  in  the  houne, 
•nd  the  king's  entry  wilhuut,  turned  he  from  the  bouse  of 
Jdiorah  for  the  king-  of  Afts^-ria.* 

Tiglath-pile.^r,  however,  although  lie  came  unto  him,  dulJ 
not  strengthen  him,  but  rather  dtntressed  him;  for  Ahaz  took! 
mmj  ■  portion  out  of  the  house  of  Jehovah,  and  oat  of  ihtti 
booae  of  the  king,  and  of  the  princes,  and  gave  it  unto  the 
kuf  of  Assyria;  but  he  helped  bim  not.f 

And  in  the  lime  of  his  disire^  did  he  trespass  yet  moivd 
■gainst  Jehovah :  thLi  is  that  king  Ahaz.     Fur  he  sacrificeAJ 
VDlo  Ibe  gods  of  Damasctis,  wbith  muoIg  him;  and  he  saidfj 
Becanae  the  gods  of  the  kings  of  Syria  help  them,  therefore 
will  1  sacriBn  lo  them  that  they  may  help  me.     But  tbey 
were  tbe  niio  of  him,  and  of  all  IsiraeL     And  Abaz  gathered 
together  Ifao  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  nit  in  pieces  the 
teiiola  of  the  house  cf  Gud,  and  shut  up  the  doors  of  the  house 
•f  J^Mmh ;  and  be  made  him  altars  in  every  conur  of  Jeni- 


•  9  Kmp.  Xtl.  T-^l^      y  Cbroe.  xxviiL  16. 
♦  SChron.xsvlU.  90,  SI 


les 


flEZCKC&H. 


salcm.     And  in  every  several  city  of  Jodah  be  mnAe  bii 
places  to  burn  inreuif  unto  other  gods,  and  provuked  tu  aog^ 
Jdiovah,  the  God  of  hu  fathers.*  , 

After  reigning  sixteen  years,  Ahax  alepl  with  hU  fiitbcv^ 
and  they  buried  him  in  the  rity  of  Jerusalem;  but  brought 
him  not  into  the  KepttU-hres  of  the  kingit  of  btrael;t  and  hs 
was  succeeded  by  hit:  son^j: 
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This  good  priuce,  whose  reign,  amidst  so  much  aia 
"1^*  and  wickedaesa*  is  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place. 
and  as  the  shuHuw  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land,§ 
wcended  the  throne  at  the  age  of  25,  and  his  mother  was 
Abi,  the  daughter  of  Zerhoriah  ;  and  he  did  lliat  which  was 
right  in  the  »ght  of  Jehovah,  aceordiDg  to  all  that  David  his 
lather  did.|| 

lie  removed  the  high  plaCM,  and  brake  the  images,  and  cat 
down  the  groves,  and  brake  iu  pieces  ihe  brazeu  serpent  that 
Moses  bad  made;  for  unto  Ihoae  days  the  rhildren  of  Israel 
did  bum  incense  to  it;  and  he  called  it  Nehushtan.  He 
trusted  iu  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel ;  so  that  after  him  was 
none  like  him  among  all  the  kings  of  Judah,  nor  any  that  wers 
before  him.  t-'ur  he  clave  to  Jehovah,  and  departed  not  front 
following  him;  but  kept  las  commandments  whtrh  Jehovah 
commanded  Moses.  And  Jehovah  was  with  himtsnd  he  pios- 

•8Ctiron.  xxTlii.tt.ltft. 

t  8n  ■  curloui  ■rcuunl  In  Bunlcr  hi>w  the  Umrlilrfl,  KgyptUai, 

Ae.  marked  iticlr  *tn%e  of  (he  clisraelrn  and  cnnduci  of  their  klafi, 

bjr  th«  tarlouk  aiodra  sdJ  places  In  which  Ihi^  Inlerred  then  i  that 

•ndesToDf Ing  to  opcralv  apon  the  mlndft  of  Iheir  sgccetion-  O.C.  448. 
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pered  whithprsoeTW  be  went  furtli ;  aiiJ  he  rebelled*  against 
thf^  king^  of  A9$>'ris,  and  served  him  not.  lie  smote  the 
PhilUtine^s  even  onto  Gaza  and  the  borders  thereof,  from  ihe 
tower  of  the  walchmen  to  the  fenced  city.t 

lie  also  opened  the  doors  of  the  hou^  of  Jehovah,  and 
rrpaired  them.  And  he  brought  in  the  priests  and  the 
LeTitPS,  aiMl  pithrrt'd  iheni  tngciht-r  into  the  east  street,  and 
satd  into  them ;  llcir  me,  ye  Leviles,  sanctify  yourselves^  and 
lanctify  the  house  of  Jehovah,  the  God  of  your  fathers;  and 
parry  forth  the  filthiness  out  of  the  holy  place :  for  our  fathers 
hxxc  tre^tpassed.  and  done  that  wbii'h  was  evil  in  the  eyes  of 
iefaovah,  onr  God,  and  have  forsaken  him,  and  have  turned 
Kway  iht^ir  faces  from  the  hnbiiniion  of  Jehuvah^  and  turned 
their  backs.  Also,  they  have  shut  up  the  doors  ofthe  purcb| 
and  put  out  the  lamps ;  and  have  not  burned  incense,  nor 
offered  burnt  offerings  'n  the  holy  place,  unto  Iho  God  of 
Ismel.  Wherefore  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  was  upon  Judah  and 
Jennalem  ;  and  be  hath  delivered  them  to  trouble^  to  astonish- 
nwnt,  anil  to  bttisit^,  as  ye  see  with  your  eyes.  For  lo,  our 
falheni  hatL*  fallen  by  the  sword ;  and  our  sons,  and  our 
daughters,  and  our  wives  are  in  captivity  for  this.  Now  it 
is  in  mine  heart  to  make  a  covenant  with  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
Ismd,  that  his  fierce  wrath  may  tuni  away  from  us.  My 
SODS,  be  not  now  negligent,  for  Jehovah  hath  chosen  you  to 
stand  ttcforc  him,  to  serve  him ;  and  that  yo  should  minister 
unio  him,  and  hum  incense.^ 

The*  Levites  having  !tanctified  themselves,  proceeded  to 
clMnse  the  bouse  of  Jebovah,  and  the  nhar  of  burnt  ufforings 
with  all  the  vessels  thereof,  and  the  sliewhrcad  table,  with  all 
tbo  Tenets  thereof;  and  having  prepared  and  sanctified  all 
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tbe-vwBsIs  which  king  A  haz,  in  his  reign,  had  cost  iiwaj  m 
Ustran^ression,  and  placed  them  before  Jehovah,  ficzckiah 
rose  eariy  and  ^tfaered  the  rulers  of  the  city,  and  weot  vp 
1o  the  house  of  Jehovah,  and  offered  the  burnt  offerings ;  and 
arranged  the  Levitcs  and  priests  according  to  the  coromand- 
ment  of  David,  and  of  Gad,  his  sccr,  and  of  Nathan,  the 
prophet.  And  all  the  cun^reg^ation  worshi[^}cd,  and  the 
nogers  sang,  and  the  trumpeters  sounded ;  and  oU  this 
continued  until  tho  bunit  offerinj;;-  was  fniishtMl.  And 
when  they  had  made  An  end  of  ofiering,  the  king  and 
•11  that  were  present  with  hitn,  bowed  ihcmaelroa  and  wo^ 
ahipped.  Moreover,  llezekiah,  tho  king,  and  the  princes, 
commanded  the  Lerites  to  sing  praise  unto  Jehovah,  with 
the  words  of  David,  and  of  Asaph  the  seer.  And  thoy  sang 
praises  with  gladness,  and  they  bowed  ihcir  heads  and  wor- 
shippeil.  Then  Hezekiah  answered  and  said,  Now  ye  have 
consecrated  yourselves  unto  Jehovah,  come  near  and  bring 
sacrifices  and  thank  offerings  into  the  house  of  Jehovah.  And 
the  congregation  brought  in  sacrifices  and  thank  ofieringa; 
and  as  many  as  were  of  a  free  heart,  burnt  offerings.  And 
tho  miiuber  of  the  burnt  offerings,  which  the  congregation 
brought,  was  threescore  and  ten  bullocks,  an  hundred  rams, 
and  two  hundred  lambs;  all  these  were  for  a  burnt  ufRning 
to  Jehovah.  And  the  consecrated  things  were  six  hundred 
oxen,  and  three  thousand  sheep;  but  the  priests  were  too 
few,  so  that  they  could  not  slay  all  the  burnt  o6crtngs; 
wherefore,  their  brethren,  the  Lcvites,  did  help  them  till  lh« 
work  was  ended,  and  until  the  other  priests  bad  sanctified 
theniMflveB;  for  tho  Levitcs  were  more  upright  in  heart  to 
sanctify  themselves  than  the  prietits.  And  also  the  burnt 
.offering  were  in  abundance,  with  the  fat  of  the  peace  ofier- 
inga, and  the  drink  oflcrings  fur  every  burnt  offering.  So 
dw  ierviw  for  the  house  of  Jehovah  was  set  in  order.  And 
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Btt^ab  rejoiced,  and  all  th<>  people,  thnt  God  had  prepare<l 
Ibe  people,  for  the  thing  was  <lone  suddenly.* 

Not  satisfied  wilh  restoring  Ihe  worship  of  tho  true  God 
amon^l  hU  own  subjefts  «nly»  Heiwkiah  invited  all  Israel,  aa  , 
well  as  Judah,  with  Ephraim  and  M:inus»eb,  to  come  to  the 
bouse  of  Jehovahf  ul  JerusoIefD,  to  keep  the  paasover  unto 
J(>hovab,  God  uf  Urafil.     So  they  established  a  decree  to 
make  prorlamation  lhn)U!;buul  all   lsni(.'l,  from   Beerabeba  I 
even  tu  Dan«  thut  they  should  romc  to  keep  ihe  paa^vcr  unto 
Jehovah,  the  God  of  Itiruet,  at  Jerusalem;  fur  they  had  not 
douc  it  of  a  lun$  time  in  sucb  sort  ob  it  was  written.   80  the 
postsf  wont  with  the  letlers  fruin  the  kinj,  and  his  princes, 
throu.;liiiut  kll  \nTae\  and  JiiHah,  an<l  accdrHin^  to  the  com- 
BUUldmentof  the  kiu^jsaying;;  Ve  children  uf  Israel,  turn  again  1 
unto  JehnTah,thc  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Urael,and  heij 
will  return  to  ihen^miiant  of  you,  that  are  escaped  out  of  the  I 
hand  of  the  kingrs  uf  As<<yn3.      And  be  yu  not  Itko  youoJ 
fiitbcTS,  and  like  yunr  bretbren,  whtcb  trcspasKd  against  Je-> 
hoTah,  the  God  uf  their  fathers;  who,  therefore,  gave  them  up 
to  deanlaiioD,  as  ye  see.     Now  be  ye  nut  stilTncrked,  as  your 
faibers  were,  but  yield  your3elve«  uuto  Jeho\ah,  and  enter 
ialo  bia  aanctuor}',  which  he  bath  aoaclified  fur  ever»  and 
•cTYe  Jehovah,  your  God,  that  tbe  fierceness  of  his  wrath 
may  turn  away  from  you.    Fur  if  ye  turn  again  unto  Jehuvab, 
jroor  br^tbrfu  and  yourrhililren  shall  find  comftassion  before 
then  that  lead  them  captive,  so  that  they  aliall  come  agviA^ 
into  tliia  laud ;   fur  Jehovah,  your  God,    is  gracious 
nvcifiili  and  will  not  luna  away  bia  face  from  you,  if  ye 
iHam  unto  him.     Su   the  pu«ta  paaacd  from  rity  to  city, 

•  i  CliroD.  li^x-  19—80.  "  What  aniKilntf  power  iml  Inntirticc  liia 

God  lodged  wltli  iimgwf     They  c«n  sway  a  wlioli-  t-ii.|iifr  nearly  ai 

Uivy  fil*a««;  anil  wlirii  they  drcUra  Uictnsi-lffS  In  btltalT  orrellgiOQ, 

ibcf  baTC  titi  ftvpU  uniformly  on  tliclr  kitle."     A.  Ciamxb.  • 
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through  die  countrj^  of  Kphraim  and  Mahaaseh,  even  i»C 
Zebnlun  ;  but  they  laughed  them  to  Bcom  uiiiJ  murkctl  tbetn.  i 
NeTeithoicss,  divers  of  Ai^her,  and  Manassch,  and  of  Zebu-  ^M 
fon,  humbled  theinsclves,  and  canio  to  Junisalcni.  Also  in 
iudah,  the  hand  of  God  was  lo  g^ve  them  one  heart  to  do 
Ifae  commandmeut  of  the  kin^,  and  of  the  prtiitcs.  by  the 
word  of  Jehovah.  And  there  assembled  at  JeruRaleui,  much 
people  to  keep  the  fea&t  of  onleavened  bread,  in  the  second  ^^ 
mun1h«  a  very  great  ron^egalion.  And  they  arose  and  tuok 
away  the  altars  that  were  in  Jerusalem,  and  all  tbe  altan 
for  inrcnsc  look  they  away,  and  cast  them  into  the  brook 
Kidioii.  Then  they  killed  llic  passover  on  the  fuurleeiith 
day  of  the  month ;  and  tho  priests  and  the  Levitcs  were 
anlianied,  and  sauctified  themselves,  and  brought  in  tbo 
burnt  offerings  into  the  house  of  Jcborah  ;  and  they  stood  in 
Ibeir  plaec,  after  their  manner,  according  to  the  law  of  Muses, 
the  man  of  Gud  ;  the  prietits  sprinkled  the  bluod  which  tbey  . 
received  ui  the  baud  u(  the  Levites.  I'or  there  were  maoyj 
in  the  congregation  that  were  not  sanctified;  thereft>ra] 
tbe  Lcvitp«  bad  the  churg:c  of  the  killing  of  the  pussovm, 
for  every  one  ihnt  was  nui  clean,  to  Kanctify  them  untu  Jeho- 
vah. For  a  multitude  ofthe  people,  even  many  ofEphraint, 
aud  Manaaseh.  I&sarhar,  and  Zebulun,  hud  nut  cleansed 
themselves,  yet  did  they  eat  the  passovcr  otherwise  than  it 
waa  written:  but  Hezekinh  prayed  fur  them,  saying:  The 
food  Jehovah  pardun  every  one  that  prcparelh  his  bean  to 
seek  God,  Jehovah,  the  God  of  liis  fathers,  though  be  be  not 
cleansed  according  to  the  punfirutron  uf  ihe  sanrtuar)';  and 
Johovah  hearkened  unio  llcTT-kiah  and  healed  the  people. 
And  the  children  of  Iflael,  that  i^cro  present  at  Jcrusaleai, 
kept  tho  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven  days,  with  great  ^ 
gladness:  and  the  Lcviltrs  and  the  priests  praised  Jehovah  | 
day  by  day,  sin::tn$:  with  loud  instruments,  unto  Jehovah. 
Aud  Uezekiah  spake  comfurtably  unto  all  the  Lcvites  that , 
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tnag-ht  the  good  knowledge  of  Jehnvah ;  and  they  did 
eat  (hroutj^hout  Ihc  feast  scvrn  daw,  offering  peace  ofTtTin^ 
and  mnkin^  ronfession  tu  J(!huvah,  the  God  of  their  fiitliexs. 
And  the  whole  assembly  took  couifsel  to  keep  other  seven 
days;  and  they  kept  other  seven  days  with  gladocss.  For 
Hezekiah,  kin|;  of  Judah,  did  give  to  the  congregation  a 
tbottsand  bullocks  and  seven  thousand  sheep ;  and  the  prin- 
cn  gave  to  the  confrrrgaliun  a  thousand  bullocks  and  teni 
thotuand  bheep;  and  a  great  number  of  priests  sanctified 
Cheraselvcs.  And  all  the  con^egation  of  Judah,  with  the 
limits  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the  congregalioo  that  came 
out  of  Israel,  and  the  strangers  that  came  out  of  the  laud  of 
Israel*  that  dwelt  in  Judah,  mjoiccd :  so  there  was  great  joy 
iu  Jerusalem;  for  since  the  time  of  Solomon,  the  aoo  of 
David,  king  of  Israel,  there  was  not  the  like  in  Jerusalem. 
Then  the  priests  the  Levittu  arose  and  blessed  the  people; 
and  their  voire  was  heard,  and  their  prayer  came  up  to  his 
boly  dwelling  place,  even  unto  hi?aven.  Now  when  all  this 
was  finished,  all  Israel  that  were  present,  went  out  to  the 
citiea  of  Judah,  andbnike  the  imnges  in  pieces,  »nd  ciit<U)wn 
the  groves,  and  throw  down  lh(<  hi^i^h  places  and  xhe  alt^irs 
out  of  all  Judah  and  Benjamin,  in  Ephruim  also,  and  Ma. 
iiaasah,  until  tbey  bad  utterly  destniycd  them  nil.  Then  all  ■ 
the  children  of  Israel  returned,  every  roan  to  his  possession, ' 
into  their  own  cities.* 

This  monarch  also  appointed  the  courses  of  the  priests  and 
Levilcs,  and  commanded  a  priiviMon  to  be  ntadc  for  them,  and 
which  was  tffougbt  in,  in  gr<>at  abunriunce ;  and  when  he  and 
the  princes  saw  the  heaps,  they  blemcd  Jehouh,  and  his  peo- 
ple Urael ;  aAor  which  he  settled  the  genealogy  of  the  priests 
and  Lcvites.  And  thus  did  Hezekiah  lliruugbout  all  Judali^ 
and  wruugbl  I  hat  which  was  goud,  and  right, and  trulbj  before 


168 


HBZnUR. 


Jehovah,  his  God.  And  in  every  work  that  ho  be^n  in  f 
servirc  of  I  he  house  of  God,  and  in  the  hiw,  and  in  the  t-uin- 
mandment^,  to  seek  hi$  God,  he  did  it  with  all  his  heart  Bod 
prospered.* 

Ilezekiah  being  afTlicted  with  a  sore  diseasef  which  threat- 
ened death,  the  prophet  Isatiih  ramo  to  him,  saying,  Thus 
saith  Jehovah.  Set  ihine  house  in  order;  for  tbou  shall  diev 
and  not  lire.  Then  Itczekiah  turned  bis  face  to  the  vall,  and 
praywl  unio  Jehovah,  tyayinf^,  1  boseofh  ihee,  O  Johovnh, 
remember  now  how  1  hnv*>  walked  liefore  thee  in  truth  and 
with  a  perfect  heart,  and  have  done  that  which  is  good  in 
tfay  sight.  And  (lezektah  nept  sore.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
aforft  laaiah  was  g'oncout  into  the  middlecnurt.  that  the  word 
of  Jehovah  came  to  him,  saving.  Turn  asrain,  and  tell  Hexe- 
kiah,  the  caplaiu  of  my  i>eople.  Thus  ULitJt  Jelio\ah,  the  God 
of  David,  (hy  falber,  1  hare  heard  thy  prayer,  I  have  seen  thy 
tears  :  behold,  1  wili  heal  thee  :  on  the  third  day  thou  sbalC 
^0  up  unto  the  lioiist-  of  Jeliovuh.  And  1  will  add  unto  thy 
days  fineeii  years;  and  I  will  deliver  Ibee  and  thiti  city  out 
of  tba  hand  of  the  king  uf  Assyria;  and  1  will  defend  this 
city  for  mine  own  sake,  and  for  my  servant  David's  sake. 
And  Mezekiah  said  uiitu  Isaiab,  What  shall  be  the  si^qi  ibai 
Jehovah  will  heal  me,  and  that  I  shall  go  up  into  the  house  of 
Jehovah  the  third  day  ?  And  Isaiab  said,  This  aigpn  sbok 
thiiu  have  of  Jcbuvab,  thai  Jehovabwill  do  the  thing  that  he 
ball)  bpokcn  :  kltull  the  &badow  go  furw;urd  ten  degrees,  or  go 
back  too  degrees.'  And  tlezekiah  answered.  It  is  a  lifbl 
thing  for  the  shadow  to  ^o  down  ttin  degrees:  nay,  but  let 
the  shftdow  retarn  backward  ton  degrees.     And  Uaiah,  the 
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i,  cried  unto  Jehovah  :  and  he  broug-ht  (be  shadow  ten 
I  backward,  by  which  it  liud  gone  dnwn  tn  the  dial  of  I 
Ahaz.*     And  Isaiah  said.  Take  a  lump  of  figs.     And  tfaejr 
took  and  laid  it  on  the  boil,  and  he  rccoveTcd.t 

l/pon   this  occasion  Isaiah    has   recorded  the   following 
writing  or  reitections  of  Hezekiah  upon  his  Tecovery  :    I  said 
in  the  cutting^  off  of  my  days,  I  shall  ga  In  the  gates  of  the 
grave :  I  am  deprived  of  the  residue  of  my  years.     I  said,  [ 
shall  not  sec  Jehovah,  even  Jehovah,   in   the  land  of  tha 
living.     I  shall  behold  man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of  ' 
the  world.     Mine  age  is  departed,  and  is  removed  from  me 
u  a  shepherd's  tent.     1  have  cut  off  like  a  weaver  my  life: 
ho  will  cut  mo  off  with  pining  sickness:    from  day  even  to 
oight  wilt  thou  make  an  end  of  me.    i  reckoned  till  moroingt 
that,  as  a  lion,  so  will  he  break  all  my  bones :  from  day  even 
to  night  wilt  thou  make  an  end  of  me.     Like  a  crane  or  a 
swallow,  so  did  I  chatter :   I  did  mourn  as  a  dove :  mine  eyes 
fail  with  looking  upward:    0  Jehovah,   I  am  oppressed: 
undertake  for  me.     What  shall  1  say  ?    he  hath  both  spoken 
onto  me,  and  himself  Lath  done  it :     I  shall  go  softly  all  my 
years,  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul.     O  Jehovah,  by  these  j 
things  men  live,  and  in  nil  tlic«o  things  is  (he  lifo  of  my  j 
spirit :  w  wilt  thou  recover  me,  and  mako  me  to  live.     Be*  i 
hold,  for  peare  I  had  great  bitterness:  but  thou  hast,  in  love  j 
lo  my  soul,  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of  corruption:    for  thou 


*  A.  CUrka  luppMrs  tlii*  lairscls  wai  prodtiecil  by  ibe  power  of 
Mfntlion ;  sill)  at  iho  pitd  of  2  Kings,  xi.  sabjolnv  a  lamlnous 
disicrtation  upon  the  subject,  snd  givcB  th«  form  ut  •ueh  a  dial  as 
he  luppOHi  iroulil  produca  iho  rffect  relatctl.  But  Dr.  Wall  on  tbis  i 
puMge,  and  on  Ualab.  ixxvlil.  9,  cootends  that  ibe  word  dial  Is 
not  In  the  text,  but  should  b«  reodcred  stairs.  &e«  also  Burdar,  O.  & 
431-    Whliloo,  U.  AO. 

t  3  Kisgh  XX.  1—11.    S  ChroD.  uiU.  S4.    luiah,  uxrfU.  1—8. 
31.22.     Burder  O- C- 007. 


1W^  ^**  j|iM*  Miinot  celebrate  thee :  they  that  go  dowa 
f^^  **  V««wW*  hoipe  for  thy  trath.  The  living-,  th» 
y^_  1^  -j^ft^  pnise  thee,  as  I  do  this  day :  the  fiither  to  the 
JJSSin  «**W  ""ke  known  thy  trath,  Jehovah  was  ready  to 
"Jt^.   ibenlbre  we  will  sing  my  songs  to  the  stringed 

MdUMim^^  *^'  ^^^  *^3™  ^^  **"  ^*'^* '"  ^^^  honae  of  Jehorafa.* 
^  llf  zekiah  rendered  not  again  according  to  the  benefit 
hjm^  unto  him ;  for  hia  heart  was  lifted  op :  therefore  there 
^Miliwfttth  upon  faiiu,  aud  upon  Jadah  and  Jeiusalem.t  For 
llModach-baladaD,  the  son  of  Baladan,  king  of  Babylon, 
lisvii^  heard  of  his  nckness,  and  of  the  great  miracle^  which 


•  Iitlth,  zuTiii.O— QO.  t  2  Cliron.  uxii.  3&. 

J  IiaUh  calU  the  Babylonish  monarch  Merodach-baltaan,  xxxix. 
1.  See  Patrick's  Note  on  S  Ktn^s,  XX.  II.  This  miracle  had 
eTidenlly  bern  noticed  In  Chaldea,  su  fa^nngi  for  astronomical  ob- 
servations, and  which  was  maaffrstly  the  cause  or  the  embassy ; 
tk*  ot^eat  of  which  was  "  to  enquire  of  the  wundrr  which  was  doa* 
_|(i  ilm  Inml  '■     -i  Climti^  xxxW-  3|.     And  '\t  had  aUo  beieo  obicrvfd 
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bad  been  p«rfonncd,  sent  letters  and  a  presfot  to  bim,  and  to 
tnquim  of  the  wonder  wbicb  had  been  done  id  the  land.* 

The  fprpat  scarrher  of  heartj  dLiCovcring  what  was  probably  I 
wholly  unknown  to  all  human  observers,  and  p<>rhapa  even  to  j 
Ihia  good,  prince  himself,  lefl  him  to  himself  to  tr^' bim,  ia  ^ 
order  that  be  might  know  all  that  was  in  his  hcart.f    Hcze- 
kiab,  (herefure,  hearkened  unto  the  Babylonish  amhassadora,  ! 
and  shewed  them  all  iho  house  of  fain  precious  things,  th«  ' 
■ilTer  and  Ihe  gold,  and  the  spicks,  and  ihc  precious  oint- 
ment, and  all  the   bouse   of  bis  armour,  anil  all  that  was 
found  in  bia  treasures;   there  was  nothing   in   his   hou9^^ 
nor  in  all  his  duiuinion,  lliat   llezekiah  shewed  them  noU 
Then  came  Uaiab,  ihe  prophet,  unto  king  Hczckiah,  and* 
uid   unto  him,  What  said    these   men?  and  from  whence 
came  (hey   unto  Ihee?       And    llezekiah   said.    They  are 
coroo  from  a   far   founlry,  even   ftvm  Babylon.     And  be 
•aid.  What  have  Ihey  seen  in  tbtne  bouse?     And   Heze«  < 
kiah  answered.  All  the  things  that  are  in  mine  house  liav«  , 
Ihej  teen;  Iberf*  is  nnlhing  omonf;  my  ireasurpji  tliat  1  have  i 


•top|iF(l  the  tun  In  lis  progrts%.  He  had  here  a  fair  opporluoll;  of 
stiewlng  them  and  ihrir  king  the  vaaily  of  llicir  idolatry  in  woi^ 
•hipping  iha  sun,  evidently  uoder  the  illirclion  of  n  iuperior  being. 
He  ought  atfo  to  bsve  gXvea  God  all  the  glory  'm  thii  matter,  aod 
hava  rritiHl  on  him  and  him  alone,  for  tarvty,  who  bad  Just  thei 
ffven  him  inch  a  ilrllilDg  proof  v(  his  power  and  ftTour.  Wartdtf 
^iad»vt\t  mmnt  /allfi  aad  wtieo  aet  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
Ood,  will  be  inio  to  diiappoint  os.  £vea  tl.e  nubltfl  instanca  of 
visdon  and  love  Ood  ever  thenvrd,  in  the  silTallon  of  iloDtrs  by 
Je«u>  Chrltt.  Ifnot  accepted,  with  humility  and  tinipllclly,  In  God's 
ovD  way  by  faith,  will  not  have  Its  blessed  effrcl.  Wordly  wisdon 
•canared  Hetcklah  :  sad  carnal  wisdom,  ever  attended  wilblofttaeis 
of  heart,  U  daily  destroying  Ui  thousands."  Booatskt.  Jnly  xx< 
UaraUg. 

•SChron.  xxxH.Sl.    »  Kings,  o.  19.    laaiab,  xxzli.  L 
tSCbroa.iJuU.Sl. 
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y|„(j  fsaiah  eiu<i  un(o  Hezekifth,  Hearte 

,i,lifc**J^^^jj'.  B^.hoi(i  thfl  day«  comp,  that  all  that  isii 

••'^*^        »nrfll>"*  "birh  thy  fathnra  have  laid  up  ia  am 

**"'*ta*doy  •*•""  ^  t""6^  '"*°  Babylon  ;  nothing  sImB 

"tjfc^th  Jehovah,'  And  of  Ihy  sons  that  sh&U  iasoe  fnai     ^ 

^     wbicl»  ihou  sliaU  boget,  shall  tbey  lake  away,  and  ibey 

**Jl^  eonaclis  in  iho  palace  of  ibo  king  of  Babylon.    Tlien 

M  Hewltiah  unto  Isaiab,  Good   is  the  word  of  Jehovah 

^ch  »'»<">  •»"**  upokt-n.     And  ho  said,  Is  it  not  good,  if 

-caceand  truth  Ih-  ininyday9?t  Ilwekiab,  howcvor,  baTing 

huaibled  himself  for  Ibe  pridf  of  hi»  heart,  both  he  and  the 

inbabitanU   of  Jeriualoin,  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  came  not  ^ 

opon  thiamin  the  days  of  Hezckiah.J  ^    *    '   ^'*'™ 

It  rame  lo  pass  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  leipn  of 
Hezekiah.  that  Si*nnarliorib,§  kin^  of  ARsyrta,  came  wtd 
entered  into  Judah,  mid  encamped  a^iiist  the  feaced  citia^ 
and  Ihoii^t  to  win  them  for  himself.  And  when  Mem* 
kiah  saw  that  Seuiiarhcrib  was  come,  and  that  he  «h 
purposed  to  fi^ht  n^infit  Jomanlnm,  bo  took  conuwl  wilfc 
bia  princes,  and  his  mighty  imti,  lo  stop  the  waten  of 
(he  fountains  which  wero  without  the  city ;  and  they  did  help 
faim.  So  there  was  frathcred  much  pi-oplc  together,  who 
stopped  all  the  fountains,  and  the  brook  that  ran  Ihruogh  Ihe 
midst  of  the  land,  saying;;  Why  should  the  kin^  of  Asjrria 
come,  and  find  much  water  ?  Also  he  Mrenglhcned  himself, 
and  built  up  all  the  wall  that  was  broken,  and  raised  it  up  to 
(he  towers,  and  another  wall  without,  and  rcpairrd  Millo,  hi 
Ibe  city  of  David ;  and  made  dart*  and  »hitiltla  in  abundance. 


•  This  was  an  exsct  propheey  of  ihv  BabylonUh  captlviiy,  and 
vhicb  wti  fts  mclly  fufillptl  n«r  a  hnndrcd  ytun  sfter,  la  th* 
reifnof  Zcdckifth.    'i  Kinitx.  xxt-    SChron.  oxvl.     Dsn.  I.t. 

t  >  KtDgt.  XX.   IS~I0        iHlfth.  KTliz.«-«. 

tSChroa  xutl.  StK 
S  Or  BarvoB.     b«Uh,  u.  I- 
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And  be  set  captains  of  war  over  the  poopic,  and  ^thcrcd 
them  together  to  him  in  the  street  of  ihe  gnte  of  the  city, , 
and  Rpak*^  comfortably  to  thorn,  «ayin}r;   Bo  strong  and  coo- 
rageoiu,  bn  not  afru'ul  imr  dismayed  fur  the  kin^  uf  Assjiia, 
nor  for  all  the  multitude  that  ia  with  him ;  fur  ihrrc  be  moro 
with  U4  than  with  him.     M'ith  him  is  an  arm  of  flesh;  bull 
with  us  i^  Jehovah,  our  Giid,  to  help  us  and  to   fight  our  , 
battles.     And  the  people  rested  Ibemselvcs  upon  the  wordi^ 
of  Hczekiah,  King  of  Judah.* 

Nutwillistandin^  ihia  preparation,  and  tho  ronftdcDce  bl 
hadcT<-atiMl  in  his  subj<rcts,  HraeUiah  sent  to  the  king:  of  Assy- 
ria at  Lachish,  which  that  monarch  wasbPHteging  with  all  his 
power,  savin*; ;  I  have  offended,  reJurn  from  me  ;  that  which 
thou  putted  on  me  will  1  bear.  And  the  king  of  Assjiia 
appointed  unto  He/ekiab,  king  of  Judnh,  three  hundred 
Uientj  of  silver,  and  thirty  talents  of  ^Id.  And  Hezekiah 
gave  him  all  tlie  silver  that  was  found  in  the  houso  of  Jeho- 
vah, and  ui  the  treasures  uf  the  king's  house.  At  ihat 
time  did  llezt'kiah  rut  off  the  guld  fruin  the  doors  of  the  lem- 
pU  of  Jehovah,  and  from  the  pillars  which  he  had  overlnidi  fl 
md  gave  it  tu  the  k'mg  of  Assjria.f 

All  such  purchased  deliveranrt's  are  usually  futile;  and,  lU 
our  British  anrciiturs  found  it  wilh  reference  to  the  Danes, 
the  enemy  aeon  returned,  for  Sennacherib  the  next  yearxent 
bta  o&et*n^  Tarlan,  and  Rathtariti,  and  Rabshakeh  from  La- 
chtah,  with  a  great  hoHt  to  Jerasulem  :  and  when  they  wort? 
cmue  up,  thoy  atood  by  the  conduit  of  the  upper  pool,  which  _ 

is  in  the  highway  of  the  fuller's  flold  ;  and  having  called  to        I 
tbe  king,  Hezckiah  sent  out  to  them  Eliukim,  Shebon,  and 
Juah,  whiim  the  officers  uf  Seunacherib   thus    in&uhingly 
addnsaed;  "Thus  aailh  Ibo  grmt  king,  tho  king  ofAtisy- 
rU.  What  confidence  i«  thta  wherein  Ihou  tnt»tc«t  }    Thou 
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bast  cast  all  my  nns  behind  t : 
praise  thee,  death  cannot  ccl< 
into  the  pit  cannot  hope  <<>: 
living,  he  shall  praise  thee,  a> 
children  shall  make  known  lh\ 
save  me :    therefore  we  will  si 
instruments  all  the  days  of  our  ' 
But  Hezekiah  rendered  not  r< 
done  unto  him ;  for  his  heart  wi 
was  wralb  upon  hiiu,  aud  upuii  J' 
Berodach-baladan,   the  son 
having  heard  of  his  uckness,  ■■ 


*  Isaiah,  xnriii-0--SO- 
}  IsKlah  calli  tbe  Babytojiisli  >>' 
1.  See  Patrick's  Nole  on  9  K 
flTidently  beiri  tvotic^d  in  Chiplilr 
ServBlfoTis,  and  wVkich  ivsti  mnm 
Ihe  object  of  ^tliich  w**  ■"-  to  rnij  ■ 
in  itit^  Lnnil 


<rfi  eapfmins  of  war  o-v-^^ 

rher   to   him  in   the    ^^JT     "*®  People  and 
comfortabfyfoihen..  ^fofffceg,^^, 

Ihe  muhftud^i  that  j^   ^^^^  ''>r  (he  t*     "^^ 

l,jn  with  b'uu.     With    >^f  ***  Mm-  f  '"^"'^ 

Jehovah,  our   Gud,   *«      '"^^   '«an,^*^ 

\n(l   fho    people    rest^^      ^^ip   lis.        j**'^^* 

h,  Kinff  of  Jud^xh.-  ^^^^i^Ca    *"  '^ 

•  -{^ndin^  this  prepap^^j  pon  th< 

J  m  his  ^uhjectB,  HeiT^i^j^^.    ^j 

M^b,  whirhfhat  ^^^^i^^y^^  ^^mtoih^h-^^^^ 
ing:  I  have  ofleodod^  ^  ^^sW  -  "^'*' 
I  «n  ron  will  I  b(>ar,  **''*»^  fix,|J^°**'*'*^ 
.mi«  H*-74>kiAh,  kin  J  ^ItMh  ^*^''''ati 
,(...r.  and  thirty  t^c^,^  '^'^  a„rfl  "'"S"  of  A, 
I    the  sllvpr  that  wa^  ^^    ^r  ^.^^^    '  '"^e  bui] 


H«..kiah  nit  ofT  th«  ^,,j^^     lci„^,^  ^^  '»o«se  of  J, 
buvali,  atid  from  *J»o  pj|j    '*"Qt,j'J,      .""*^'     -At 
it  to  tb«  kmg  of  A^yM,^^*'^  ^h.ch  hT"'""'^" 


.■h  pure 
1  -h   an 
I  ^   soon 
Tart 


icbas^  dehvcran^^       .  -•«« 

„„  ^turaed.furC'**  r^fl^y  ^^ii^;  and. 

,  .,  Tartan,  and  Rab^arJ^     ""^iieribT  ***  "»«  ^aoi 

,,li  .1  great  lio«t  (oJern  *  .**"**i  R.kT  f*''^^*^^ 

.  ,h^y  stood  by  th«  corn|*-H«*n .  77«keb  fmm  t, 

..   highway  of  the  f«]ler>5~L'*  ^f  j.    "'^  ^*»en  they  we, 

.  Hczekiah  aeot  out  (o   ^r^^H  ;    ^J^^^P^l  wJiic 

»boni    th*    otHcers  of  Set^^^'*   1>|:  ,.    "'"«r  called  t 

^;    *.Thu.  .ai,h  .h.  ^-'^^Vhk   .7'  ^'l^''^^'  «« 

^""^'"^    fb  '^'  *'*"»  »^A^- 

aObnw>.««iil-<.         ^ — ^o«  »nMe«t?    Thou 

•      '*"  *  ^1^ 

'*«»»x»iii.ii_ie 
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not  shcwwl  them.  And  Isaiab  said  unto  Hezekiab,  Hear  the 
word  of  Jehovah;  Behold  the  days  comf,  that  all  that  is  in 
thine  house,  and  that  which  thy  fathers  have  laid  up  in  store 
unto  this  dav%  bhall  be  carried  into  Babylon  ;  nolhing  shall 
be  left  sailh  Jehovah.*  And  of  thy  sons  that  shall  iaaoe  fropm  ' 
thee,  which  thou  shall  bc^t,  shall  they  take  away,  and  they 
shall  be  ennuchs  in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Babylon.  Then 
(aid  Hezekiah  unto  Isaiah,  Good  ir  the  word  of  Jehovab 
which  thou  hast  spoken.  And  be  said.  Is  it  not  good,  if 
peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days?!  Hezekiah,  however,  hariag 
bumbled  himself  for  the  pride  of  bis  heart,  both  he  and  tb« 
inhabitantii  of  Jerusalem,  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  came  not 
upon  thera  in  the  days  of  llezektah.^ 

It  came  to  ^ass  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Hezekiah,  that  Sennachcrib,§  kiii^  of  Assyria,  came  and 
entered  into  Judah,  and  encamped  against  (he  fenced  cities, 
and  (hougl)t  to  win  tliom  for  himH-1f.  And  when  Heze- 
kiah saw  that  Scnnaclicrib  was  come,  and  that  be  was 
purposed  to  light  ngainftt  Jemsulein,  ha  took  counsel  wttii 
his  princes,  and  his  mighty  men,  to  stop  the  waters  of 
the  fountjuns  which  were  without  the  city  ;  and  they  did  help 
Un.  So  tbero  was  gathered  much  people  logclher,  who 
stopped  all  the  fountains,  and  the  brook  that  rnu  ihrvogb  the 
midst  of  the  land,  saying;  Why  tihuuld  tlie  kings  of  Assyria 
come,  and  find  much  water  .^  Also  he  strengthened  himself, 
and  built  up  all  the  wall  that  was  bmken,  and  raised  it  up  to 
the  towetv,  and  another  wall  without,  and  repaired  Millo,  in 
the  city  of  Darid ;  and  made  darts  and  shields  in  abundance. 


*  Thif  was  an  exact  prophecy  of  (he  t)B)))IonIih  c*ptltlly,  and 
which  WIS  IS  nsetly  Tufllleil  npsr  a  hsnilrcd  yrsrs  sner,  la  tbs 
ralgn  of  Zcdsklsb.  7  Kiags,  ixr.  7  Chroa.  utivl.  Dan.  1. 1. 
t  9  Kings,  u.  1^-10.  luUh,  inift.9— 8. 
}  tfCtirooxxiU.  SO. 
t  Of  StrfOD.     tialsh.  sl  l- 
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And  he  set  captains  of  wnr  over  tho  ppople,  and  gathered 
Ihwn  tofrrlhrr  lo  hint  in  the  strret  of  the  gate  of  the  city, 
oud  spake  cumfurtubly  lo  them,  saying' ;  Be  slrong  and  cou- 
ngcous,  bo  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  l>ir  th(^  king  uf  Assyria,  i 
nor  for  all  the  multitude  thai  is  uidi  hint ;  fur  there  be  more 
TClh  wt  than  with  him.  With  htm  U  an  arm  of  fipsh  ;  but 
with  us  is  Jchovuh,  Dur  GikI,  to  help  tu,  and  to  fight  our, 
bailiff.  And  the  people  rested  themselves  upon  the  words 
of  Hezekiah,  King  of  Judah.* 

Nutwitbsianding  this  preparation,  and  the  ronfidence  bo 
hadcrraUMl  in  hissubjeciH,  Hczckiuhsenl  lo  thinking  of  Assy- 
ria at  Lachi&h,  nhich  that  monarch  was  besieging  with  all  hmi 
power,  «»ying  ;  I  have  offenried,  rcitim  from  mr ;  that  which 
thoa  putlest  on  me  will  I  bear.     And  the  king  of  Ass^Tia 
appuintcd  nntn  ll<<7>>kiah,  king   of  Judnh,  ihrpR  hundred.! 
talents  of  silrer,  and  lliirly  talents  of  gold.     And  I!ezckialL| 
gave  him  nil  the  silver  that  was  found  in  the  house  of  Jebo^J 
vab,   and  in  the  treasures  of  llic  king's   house.     At  that 
time  did  llezt>kiah  cut  ofTthe  g*dd  from  the  doors  of  the  tem- 
ple of  Ji'hoTah,  and  frtitn  the  pillars  which  he  bad  overlaid, 
and  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Amria.f 

All  mieh  purchased  dcliveranceii  are  usually  futile ;  and,  as 
01IT  British  aucentunt  found  it  uitb  reicrencc  to  the  Danes, 
the  enemy  soon  n':tumed,  for  Sennarhcrib  the  next  year  sent 
bit  ofHccn,  Tarlan,  and  Rubsariti,  and  Ralwbakch  frtrni  La- 
ehiab,  witJi  a  gT»*at  host  to  Jerusalem ;  and  when  they  wito 
come  up,  they  »tuod  by  the  conduit  uf  tlic  upper  pool^  which 
is  in  the  highway  of  the  fuller'*  hold ;  and  having  called  to 
.  the  king,  Hezekioh  5u>ut  out  to  Ibem  Eliukim,  Shebun,  and 
JoAb,  whom  the  oIKcert  of  Sennacherib  thu»  iniiultingly 
Mhbeaaed;  **Thas  saitbthe  great  king,  the  king  ofAtisy- 
.  lia.  What  coatidcuca  ia  tbi«  wherein  thou  tnutcu?    Thou 
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fayeat  I  have  counsel  and  strength  fuf  the  war.  Now  on  whom 
dost  thou  trust,  that  thuu  rebcllcst  against  me?    Now^  behold 
thou  trusteat  upon  the  staff  of  this  hniised  rred,  even  upon 
Eg)-pt»  OD  which  if  a  man  boar,  it  will  go  into  his  h.ind  and  j 
pierce  it :  so  h  Pharaoh,  king  of  Bg^pt  unto  all  th&t  trust  do  J 
him.     Doth  not  Hezf^kiah  persuade  you  to  give  ovff  jxmiwl 
selves  to  die  by  famine  and  by  ihinit,  saying;  Jehoiahi  ourl 
God«  ahall  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  AnyriaM 
la  not  that  he  whost;  high  places  and  altars  the  same  Hcze>| 
Idab  has  taken  away,  and  cuminxuided  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
saying;  Vc  shall  worship  before  uno  altar  in  Jerusalem,  and 
bum  incense  upon  it?     Know  ye  not  what  I  and  my  falbett^| 
have  done  untu  all  the  people  of  other  lands  ?   V\  ere  the  godc^^ 
of  tiio  nations  of  tbutio  laiidd  any  ways  able  to  deliver  their 
lands  out  uf  mine  hand  }  Who  was  there  amongst  all  the  godaJ 
of  those  nation:^,  that  my  falherjj  utterly  destroyed,  that  i 
deliver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand,  that  your  God  should  b«| 
able  to  deliver  you  out  uf  nduo  hand?     Now,  therefore,  le 
not  Hezckiah  deceive  }ou  nur  {M-riiiLide  yuu  on  this  mama 
ner,  neither  jet  believo  him;  fiir  no  god  of  any  nation 
kingdutn  was  able  lo  deliver  hia  people  out  of  mine  hand,^ 
and  out  of  the  hand  of  my  fathers ;  how  much  less  ^all  your 
God  deliver  you  out  uf  mine  hnpd  ?*     1  pray  thee,  IbereCiNW, 
give  pledges  lu  my  lord,  the  king  of  Assyiia,  sod  I  wOl 
dtliver  thee  '2M^0  hurtes,  if  ibuu  be  able  on  thy  part  to  aet 
riders  upon  them.     Huw  wilt  thou  (urn  away  th«  fjce  of  one 
captain  uf  the  leuil  uf  my  master's  servants,  and  put  thy  trust 
oc  Egypt  for  rlmriots  and  for  horsemen  ?     Am  I  now  como 
up  wilbotit  Jehovah  ii;;ntniit  this  p'.are  (o  destroy  it?     Jeho- 
nih  said  to  me.  Gu  up  against  ibis  land  and  destroy  it."t 
And  the  A&iyrians  spak*  evea  noN  vloteutly  Bgaia«l 

•  S  King*.  XTlii.  17—99.    t  Chron.  xull.O— Ift. 
t  S  Kbtfs.  avUI.  a»— S&.    ItaUh.  ant).  ^1(L 
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JTefaoraht  and  a^inst  his  servant,  Hczckiah ;  and  Sennach- 
erib wroto  railing  or  bla&phemuua  letters  agrainstJuhovab,  the 
God  (jf  UraL>l,  lu  speak  a^nsl  him,  saying.  As  the  gods  ofth* 
ualions  trf  other  lands  have  not  delivert'd  their  penple  out  of  J 
□line  hand,  su  shall  not  the   Cod  of  Hezekiah  du'Iiver  hift] 
people  out  uf  tnioe  hand.* 

Eliakiinand  hijconipanians  having  entreated  Sennacherib't 
officcrw  to  Kpcak  in  the  Syrian,  and  nut  in  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage, in  urtlor  that  the  petiple  inighl  not  be  affected  by  their 
harangue;  JtabMbukeh  said  fu  thctii,  in  i>rdcr  to  aflright  thcra 
tod  to  trAulUo  iticm,  that  ihey  tnight  take  the  city,  Hath  my 
master  scut  tnc  to  thy  master,  and  to  thee,  to  speak  th«ae 
word«?  Hath  he  not  sent  tnc  to  the  ineu  which  sit  on  the 
wall,  tlial  they  may  cat  their  owncxcremcnts,  and  drink  theb 
own  urine  with  you  >f 

Then  Rubiihakch  stood,  and  cried  with  a  lond  Toicer  in 
the  Jew's  language,  and  spake,  saying.  Hear  the  word 
of  iho  gre-at  king,  the  king  of  Asiyria:  thus  aaitb  the 
king.  Let  not  Hezekiah  deceive  yuu:  fur  he  shall  not  be  able 
to  deliver  ynu  out  of  his  hand:  neither  let  Hezekiah  mnkv 
you  Irutt  in  Jehuvah,  saying,  Jehuvah  will  surely  deliver  u^ 
and  this  city  shall  not  be  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  king 
of  AMyria.  Hearken  not  to  Hezekiah;  fur  thus  aaitb  Iho 
king  of  Assyria :  Make  an  agreement  uith  me  by  a  present, 
■od  come  out  to  me,  and  then  cut  yc  every  man  of  his  own 
vine,  and  every  one  of  hiii  fig  tree,  and  drink  yc  every  ooe 
the  waters  uf  his  ci«tern :  until  I  come  and  lake  you  away  to 
a  land  like  yoor  land,  a  laud  of  com  and  vrine,  a  land  of 
bread  aud  vioeyard^,  a  land  of  oil-olive,  and  of  honey,  thai 


•  SCbron.  »»»ii.  Ifl.  17. 
t  SK}np,  xvl[l.9e.$7.     liiilRh.uxvi.il    12.    Thatlx.  thst  they 
auy  be  folly  appfltrJ  of  the  drpo^lful  >  xtirmiliM  to  whlcii  ihe  city 
wttl    be   rettoceit    by   tltgp.  If  Ihey   contlnoc  thcli  allrgUnee   to 
HnekUh.     A.  Clarke,  oafi  Ktitpn.  x«ill.37. 
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jre  may  tire,  and  not  die :  and  hearken  not  nnto  Hezckian^ 
whcu  he  pcrsuadeth  you,  snymg,  Jcticrah  will  dt^Uvur  11&. 
Uatb  any  uf  thu  gods  of  Ibo  oat  ions  delivered  at  all  fais  land 
out  of  the  baud  ufthc  kin^  of  AasjTia  ?  Where  are  the  gods 
uf  Hainalhandof  Arpad?  where  are  the  gods  uf  Sepharvaim* 
Hcua,  and  It  ah  ?  Have  thoy  delivered  Samaria  out  uf  mine 
band?  Who  are  they  among  all  the  ^ud^  of  the  cotinlrieti, 
that  have  delivered  their  country  out  of  miuo  hand,  that 
Jehovah  should  deliver  Jerusalem  out  of  mine  hand  }  But 
tho  people  held  thuir  peace,  and  ans^orcd  him  nut  a  word: 
for  the  king's  commandment  was,  saying,  Answer  him  not.* 
And  lht*y  spako  against  the  God  uf  Jerusalem,  as  against  the 
godi  of  the  people  of  the  earth,  which  were  the  work  of  tho 
hands  of  man.f 

Eliakim  and  hU  companions  having  presented  themselves 
before  [Iczcki:ih  with  their  clolhps  rent,  and  rrpcatcd  tho 
boasting  threats  of  Rab>hakeh,  the  piuus  monarch  rent  hU 
cluthcaal^,  and  covered  himself  with  sackcloth,  and  went 
into  the  huuse  of  Jehovah.     And  he  sent  Eliakim,  who  was 
over  the  household,  and  Sln-bna,  (he  scrlbr,  and  the  ciders  of 
the  prie^x,  covered  with  sackcloih,  to  Isaiah  the  pmphcl,  the 
80D  of  Amoz:  and  (hey  said  unto  him.  Thus  saith  Hezekiab,  fl 
Thisday  isa  day  oflroublc,  and  of  icbuke,  andcf  blaspfactny; 
for  the  children  arc  tome  tu  the  birth,  and  there  is  no  strength 
to  bring  furth.     It  may  be  Jehovah,  thy  God,  will  hear  all  fl 
the  words  of  Rabshakch,  whom  the   kin»  of  AssjTia,  his 
ranster,  (lath  sent  to  rrproaih  the  living  Gud ;  and  will  re- 
prove the  wurdd  which  Jehovah,  Iby  dod,  halh  heard ;  whrrc-  fl 
fore  lift  up  thy  prayer  fur  the  remnant  that  arc-len.     Su  the  ' 
servants  of  king  llczckiab  ranie  to  Isaiah  :  and  Isaitih  said 
unto  them,  tho?  shall  yo  say  to  your  master,  thus  sailb  Ji'fao- 
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vsh  ;  B«  not  afraid  of  the  wordn  which  ihou  hnst  beard,  wtf  k 
wkicb  the  aervautd  of  Ibe  kin^  of  AsitvHa  have  blasphemed 
me.  Behold,  I  will  send  n  bln.->i"  upon  him,  and  he  shall  hear 
ft  ratnour.t  and  shall  rotum  (u  his  own  land  ;  and  1  will  cauM 
him  to  full  t>y  ihe  sword  in  his  own  land.  So  Rabshakeh 
rstunied,  and  fotind  the  king  of  Assyria  warring  a^nsl  IJb» 
nah :  for  be  had  l»eard  that  he  was  di-parlod  fmni  Larhtsh,^ 
Suoo  anerwardjt,  how(>ver,  Sennacherib  sent  messengers 
inlo  to  Hezckiab,  saying:  Let  nut  ihy  God  in  uhoni  ibon 
tnisteat,  deceive  thee,  saylti;;,  Jenisaleni  shall  not  be  ^tven 
into  the  hand  of  thi;  kin^  nf  Assyria,  fiehutd,  thuii  IulhI  heard 
whut  the  kings  of  Aasyria  have  <luno  lo  all  lands,  by  itrstroy- 
in^  them  utterly;  and  Bhall  thou  be  delivered?  i.'ave  the 
gvda  of  the  nations  delivered  thcin  whirh  my  Faihpnt  have 
dflrtrofed,  as  Goaan,  and  llaran,  and  Rezeph,  and  lite  chil- 
drm  of  Eden,  which  were  in  Telassar  ?  Where  is  the  king 
of  Hamalh,  and  the  kins'  of  Arphad,  and  the  kin^  of  the  city 
of  S^harvaim,  llena,  and  Ivuh?     And  Hezekiah  rert!ive>d 

t  "A  (>*stn«ntlal  wind.sucbas  i1m>  Araltianx  cnll '^mbm.of  V(M.tnM, 
which  Instantly  siitTACalrs  bmh  man  and  bi-nt ;  «nil  which  is  aflLT- 
•  trtls  rsllvd  l)io  anKcl  of  Ihr  Lonl.  dr  the  ropsspnpor  of  dfaih." 
See  ImInIi.  xxxvll.  SO.  A.  Clark'-.  Or»>'s  K*'y.  1^0.  Bunler,  O.  C 
430,  cxIfVL-ting  ffnm  Brace  nnd  Nichiihr.  But  all  tli>-s<'  leamrtl 
eooiiaralaioni  vbiiulU  rrcolleei  that  wliiNt  U  may  h»  tttiu  that  Ood 
nilghl  eoMtriccnd.  upon  this  atui  nib«r  occations,  to  nak.«  um  of 
•ooia  hotnnn  and  natural  instrtiment^,  yt-t  lliat  there  is  no  pf hlenea 
that  he  actually  did  so  ;  anil  that  all  llie  powers  of  nalute  are  ander 
hU  cnairol  ;  and  that  it  Is  rqually  my  fur  lilm  to  call  Inlu  instant 
aallleaer,  arw  and  nnhrard  of  aftrais  and  imnriimrnls.  as  to  ajiply 
thaw,  already  formed  by  his  almighty  hand,  tv  aomo  uouftoal  aad 
lamedlau  pur|ioair. 

t  Via.— Thai  Tirhakah,  kli'g  of  Ethiopia,  had  lB»d«l  Assyria. 
Sm  the  whole  nf  ihii  war  of  thv  Ais}rian  monarcli.  who  (>rol>sbly 
was  then  bcslrifing  t'vluiiuio,  tally  rlucidaled  Iti  Piid.  I.  41-^1. 
aodUn.  illat.  t.  bO». 

X  %  Kings,  xii,  )-S.    Isaiah,  auvll.  1—8. 
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die  letter  from  the  band  of  the  messengers,  and  read  ft ;:  and 
Bezekiah  went  up  unto  the  house  of  Jehovah,  and  spr^dit 
before  Jehovah :  and  He7«kiah  prayed  unto  Jehovah,  saying; 
O  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  God  of  Israel,  that  dwellest  between  the 
Chembinis,  thou  art  the  Gud,  even  thou  alone,  of  all  Hie 
kingdoms  of  the  e;irlh ;  thou  hast  made  heaven  and  earth. 
Incline  thine  ear,  O  Jehovah,  and  hoar ;  open  thine  ^es,  O 
Jehovah,  and  see:  and  hear  all  the  words  of  Sennacherib, 
who  hath  sent'  to  reproach  Ihe  living  God.  Of  a  tmth, 
O  Jehovah,  the  kin^  vf  Assyria  have  laid  waste  all  the  na- 
tiom,and  their  countries,  and  have  rast  their  gods  into  the  lire ; 
for  they  mre  nu  Gods,  but  the  work  of  men's  hands,  wood 
and  stone;  therefore  they  have  destroyed  them,  ^ow,  there- 
fore, O  Jehuvdh,  uur  (^od,  save  us  from  his  hand,  that  alt  the 
kingdoms  of  Iht-  earth  may  know  that  thun  art  Jehovah,  even 
thou  only.. 

Then  Isaiah^  the  son  of  Amoz,  sent  unto  flezekiah,  say- 
ing;   *'Tfaus   saith   Jehovah,   the  God  of  Israel,  Whereu 


thou  hast  prayed  to  mc  a^arnst  Sennacherib,  king  of  Assyria ; 
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ind  with  the  sole  of  my  fcrt  have  I  Hrin)  up  all  ihc  riven  of 
the  besieged  places.  Ksbt  ttiou  nut  beard  lung:  •■S*>*  ^ow  I  have 
doae  it  ',*  and  of  ancient  timps,  that  I  have  formfHl  it  ?  now 
have  1  brought  it  to  pass,  that  Ihou  shcwldest  be  to  lay  waste 
de^Dccd  cities  into  ruinous  heaps.  Therefore  their  inbabitunta 
were  of  small  power :  they  were  dibn)a\cd  and  confuundcd: 
tb«y  were  as  the  grass  of  the  field,  aud  as  (be  green  herb,  as 
the  grass  on  the  house  top^  and  as  com  blasted  before  it  be 
^owu  up.  But  I  know  Ihy  abwle,  and  thy  going  out,  aud  (by 
Cuming  in, and  ihy  rage  against  me.  Because  Ihy  rage  ogainst 
me,  and  thy  tumult,  is  come  up  into  mine  cars,  therefore  will 
I  put  my  hook  in  thy  nose,  and  my  bridle  in  thy  lips,  and  I 
will  turn  thee  bark  by  the  way  by  which  thou  cameat.f 

And  this  shall  bca  sign  unto  thee,^  yc  shall  eat  Ihisyrarsnch 
Mgrow  eih  of  itself  ;§  and  the  second  year  that  which  springetb^ 
of  (be  Kuue;  and  in  thu  (bird  year  sow  ye,  and  reap,  an4 
plant  vineyardx,  and  eat  the  fruit  (hereof.  Aud  the  remaantl 
that  bi  e:«rapcd  of  the  hnu'^e  of  Judah  shall  again  take  root 
downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward  :  for  out  of  Jerusalem  shall 
go  forth  a  reronnnt,  and  they  that  escape  out  of  mount  Zion  : 
the  zeal  of  Jehovah  of  IIubis  Bhnll  do  this.  Therefore  thus 
Kiitb  Jehovah,  concerning  the  king  of  Assyria,  lie  shall  nut 
come  into  Ihi^  city,  nor  shoot  an  am>w  there,  nor  come  before 
it  with  sbieldj,  nor  cast  a  bank  ugninst  it.  By  the  way  that 
bo  cainC)  by  the  same  shall  be  return,  and  shall  not  come  into 
this  city,  saith  Jchoi"ih.  For  I  will  <lefend  (his  city  to  save 
it  for  mioe  own  sake,  and  fur  my  servant  David's  sake.t| 


*  Via.— Prwplicaird  nT  U  by   Isaiah  htmi^lf.  ch.i.  Si 

t  A  ttott  worMlrrful  prrdklinn,  »ttd  much  rcftmbling  ttio  vtploifi 

snd  filaof  IbeCtirilran  tclvrnlurrr  ofour  uwn  llmci. 

{  A4drr«!iptl  la  Hexikitth. 

I  Tbat  U,lt  ihaU  b«B  Mbbaik  }'riir,  or  year  ofjubllee.   ^IslOD, 

li.  47. 

I  S  IUos»,  Mix,  9-S*.     Iikiah,  xzxtII.  0-Sft. 


And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  angel  of  Jnfaorah 
went  otrt,  and  smote*  in  the  camp  of  Ibe  Ass\Tiiin!i  185,000, 
and  cut  off  all  ihe  mighty  men  of  valour,  and  ihe  leaden 
and  captains  in  ibe  camp  of  the  king  of  Assyria  ;f  and 
vben  they  arose  early  in  the  morniDg,  behold  they  weic 
alt  dead  corpses.^  So  Sennai;hcrib  rclumrd  vilh  ahwae 
of  htot  to  hid  own  land,  and  dwelt  at  Ninovcb.^  And 
il  aun»  to  pass,  as  he  waa  worshipping  in  the  botiac  of 
Nisroch,  his  god,  that  Adramraclech  and  Sbarezer,  bis  i 


I 


•  See  note  p.  107. 
t  SrethlswhoUBecoanturelfttpdby  BrrotUK,  ihrChal4eaD,apad 
Wfaistoa.  i).  40.  Whtston  has  collected  tciseihcr  all  iht  viriooi 
prMlictions  relating  in  this  signal  overthrow  whicli  are  lo  be  found 
in  the  different  |>r>  pticts.  and  liB.t  then  enuitirmtctl  the  historical 
aoUcM  or  their  literal  aad  exact  fulOlmenl.  which  are  Inlerspersed 
throoghout  the  Old  TrElnment  and  Apocryphn,  as  welt  n  leveral 
cvrloas  extncis  from  the  wrlllo^  of  numerous  ancleot  wrltvft^ 
Authaut  Rec.  vol.  II.  858. 

%  And  to  the  hoase  of  Jurlah  I  will  be  tenderly  mercifbl : 

And  I  will  save  ibem  by  Jehovah,  tlivlr  God. 

Aad  I  will  not  save  them  by  tho  ttow  j 

Nor  by  sword,  nor  by  battle  ; 

By  horses,  nor  by  horiemeJi. 

nssea.i.  7.  A.  CLAass. 
(  This  dly  was  the  eepltnl  of  th«  Assyrian  Empire,  aad  sMtt 
prolNtbly  fuuatlcd  by  Nliiua,  the  son  of  Nlmrod.  As  to  itsatitiqotty, 
•ste«t,  riches,  and  strength,  ace  Wells'a  Hcrip.  Geug.  i.  l'£j— 135. 
II.  140.  It  was  besieged  and  destroyed  by  Nabnpolassari  In  Iha 
reignof  Josiah.  Va.  Mist.  I.  MO.  Dtod.  Slcul.  lib-  ii.ch.  ^.  Tbe 
remains  ur  suburbs  uf  It  are  Daw  called  Musul.on  the  west  baakof 
the  Tlgtia.  Buckingham's  Travels  in  Mesopotamia,  p.p.  i9.  61-09. 
Hoe  the  fulflluieot  uf  the  vailoua  prnpbecirs  rcliUog  lo  this  city  Ulus* 
tratadtn  Prld.  I.  7^  and  Keith's  fCvidcflce  from  Prophscy,  85 1.  AAA. 
8*«  also  a  ipleadld  cogratlng  of  tbo  fall  of  Maeveh  b]  Marliu. 
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maote  him  with  tho  sword  :*  and  they  escaped  into  the  land 
<^Anncnia;  and  KinrhudHon,  his  son,  reigned  in  his  slead. 
Thus  Jebovah  saved  llczckiah  and  the  inbabitanU  of  Jera«J 
salcni  from  the  hand  of  Sennacherib,  (he  king  of  Assyria,  and 
from  the  hand  of  all  oiher,  and  g^uided  them  on  every  side. 
And  many  brought  gifts  unto  .lelioYah  to  Jerusalem,  and 
presents  to  Hezckiah,  king:  of  Judah  :  so  that  he  wad  mag* 
nified  in  Ibe  sight  of  all  natiun»  from  thencefurtb.f 

And  Kczi'kiah  had  excee<1ing  much  riches  and  honotir;] 
and  be  made  himself  treasures  for  silver,  and  for  gold,  and' 
lor  precious  stooea,  and  for  spices*  and  for  shields,  and  for  all 
manner  of  pleasant  jewels;  storehouses  also,  for  ihe  increase, 
of  com,  and  wine,  and  oil;  and  stalls  for  all  manner  off 
beasts ;  and  cotes  for  flocks.  Moreover,  be  prrjvided  hioi  < 
cities,  and  possessioDS  of  6ocks  and  herds  in  abundance,  for  i 
God  had  given  bim  substance  very  much.  This  same  lleze*] 
fciab  also  stopped  iho  upper  water-course  of  Gibon,  and] 
brooght  it  straight  down  to  ibc  west  side  of  the  city  of  j 
David.     And  Hezekiab  prosppred  in  all  bis  works.^ 

This  well  inlentiuned  prince  also  discovered  or  republished 
a  port  ion  of  ibe  Proverbs  of  .Sulomon.§ 

During  his  reign,  besides  Isaiah,  the  prophets  Micab  and 
Hosca  flourishcd.ll 

Having    reigned   twenty-nioe  jeara  in  Jerusaleraf    this 
monurch  slept  with  bis  fathers,  and  I  hey  buried  him  in  tb« 

*  ir,  arrntilinic  to  Tobil.  L  18,  this  hirdrnrd  mnnarcli,  nolwilli*  i 
ftanditiff  Oir  signil  dixplny  of  the  power  of  Jrhovth,  nndrr  which 
bv  liad  lo  litfly   smarted,  imrrrdiiirly  on   hli  irrltal  at  Nin«vrh»  | 
pns««iiie<l  anil  drslro>ril  all  ihc  Jews  In   lilt  pnwrr.  we  nf rd  not 
vondrr  thai  Iha  vengronce  of  llint  satnv  Ji-hovih  «liU  f  urtued  him. 
t  3  Kings,  x'ix,  36-37.     Isalkb.  luucvii.  80—38.    a  Chroa.  xxMiU 
21— «8. 
}  12  Chron.  nxil.  27—30.    3  Kings,  u.  Sa 
S  Prov.  nt.  I. 
I  Juem.  avi.  IS.  10.    Alicali.  1. 1.    Hose*,  1. 1. 


cbiefeKt  of  the  sepulchres  of  the  boos  of  David;  and  all  Jodah 
and  the  inhabilanls  of  JcTUsalnn  did  l>im  hcuiour  at  his 
d^iub ;  and  he  was  succeeded  by  his  aon»* 


A.  C. 

710. 
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This  monarch  is  cnnstaolly  referred  to,  equally  as 
an  iuAtancc  of  ciiurnious  wickcdnesa,  and  a  signal 
monuinont  uf  the  grace  and  uiercy  uf  God.  liis  mother's 
name  was  llepbzibab,  and  be  began  his  reign  by  duing  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  aAer  the  abominations 
of  the  healbci),  whom  Juhuvah  cast  out  befun;  the  cbildruu  of 
IsracL  For  be  built  op  again  the  high  pluccs  which  tlexckiaht 
bis  lutlicT>  had  destroyed ;  and  he  reared  up  altar*  for  Baal« 
and  made  a.grovcf  as  did  Abab,  king  uf  Israel;  and  wor- 
shipppd  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  tbero.  And  h« 
huiU  alliiri  in  the  house  of  Jehovah. t 

And  he  built  altars  for  all  the  hott  of  hearcn«  in  the  two 
courts  of  Jehovab.  And  be  caused  his  children  to  pam 
Ibroagh  the  Ere  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom  :  alao  he 
observed  times,  and  used  enchantments,  and  used  witchcraft, 
aoddealtwilhafamiUarspirit,and  with  wizards:  he  wrought 
much  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  to  provoke  him  to  angef. 
And  he  set  a  carved  image,  the  idol  which  he  bad  made,  in 
tbe  bousie  of  (iod.$ 

So  Manaxsch  made  Jadah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
to  err,  and  to  do  worse  than  the  heathen,  whom  Jehovah  b 
destroyed  before  the  children  of  Isracl.U 


I 


t  ll  •««!»  pretty  ffrnerally  admltirtl  tlial  Ihe  Hebrew  word  rendersd 
gruve,  la  ihli  and  ilmHmr  pUcrs,  mesnt  Anun*,  nr  an  Idot  of  Vcaat. 

I  3  Kings,  xxi.  1—4.     It  I  hroa.  %\%M.  1—4. 

I  3  Clirtm.  UKiii.  &— 7.    2  Klftgi.  xxi  6—7. 
I  aKiBgs.aKl.&    2(;iuoa.sutLil.»> 


MAVAtSCH. 

And  Jehovah  spake  bv  fail  seirants,  (he  prophets,*  saying, 
BiCintr  Mimnrh  Iriiri;  uf  Jtidnh,  bath  done  thfso  abomiiia- 
iMM.intl  hath  done  wickedly  above  aDlhat  the  Xmonlendid, 
which  vere  before  him,  and  halb  made  Jiidah  also  to  siuwith 
his  idol*.  Therpfurr,  thus  saiih  Jelio^ah,  the  God  of  Israel ; 
Behold,  I  ambrins^ng  such  evil  upon  Jerusalem  and  Judah, 
that  wbusovor  hearelh  of  it,  buih  his  cars  shall  tingle.  And 
I  will  sirelrh  over  Jerusalem  the  line  of  Samaria,  and  the 
pliuumet  of  the  bouse  of  Abab :  and  I  vrill  wipe  Jerusalem  ai 
a  man  wipelh  a  dish,  wiping  it,  and  tuniing  it  upside  down. 
And  1  will  fursake  the  reiiinaut  of  mine  inheritance,  and 
deliver  them  into  the  band  of  their  enemies  ;  and  they  shall 
become  a  pri'y  and  a  spoil  to  all  their  enemies ;  because  they 
have  done  that  which  was  evil  in  my  sight,  and  have  provoked 
me  to  toger.  unce  the  day  their  fathers  came  forth  out  of 
Egypt*  even  unto  this  day.  Moreover,  Manassch  shed 
innocent  blood  very  much,  till  he  had  filled  Jerusalem  from 
one  end  lo  auolber;  beside  bi^  sin  wherewith  be  made  Judah 
to  cin,  in  doing  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah.'f 

Wherefore  Jehovah  brought  upon  (hem  the  caploina  of  tha  j 
host  of  the  king  of  Assyria,  which  took  Manasseh  among  tha 
ihoms,:^  and  bound  bim  with  fetters,    and  carritd   him  to 
Babylon. 

And  when  he  was  in  alRiction,  he  besought  Jehovah  his, 
God,  and  humbled  himself  greatly  before  tho  Cod  of  hial 
fathers,  and  prayed  untu  him :  and  he  was  intrealed  of  hira«1 
and  heard  hia  supplicutioa,  and  brought  him  again  to  Jeru>  j 
Mklcn  into  his  kiugdoo.    Then  Nanaaaeb  knew  that  Jehova 


,  •  Nsfncljr.  Hotra.  JoH.  Nihuni,  lUbsttkak,  and  l»iali,  which 
laM  Is  ssU  lo  havr  brt-n  ssva  aaondcr,  with  a  woodea  isw,  by  this 
■Qsarch'a  order.     A.Clahkc 

t  U  KlnRS,  n»i.  to— 10.    2  CKroD.  aaalll.  10.     2  Kings.  txIt.  4^ 

t   JoMpltUB  layii,  they  caught  h\tn  by  iwachery.— '■  Et  vlnotuffl 

caicaU,  siquc  compedlbui  ituserant  la  Babylooem."    Valg. 
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he  was  God.  Now  after  ihis  he  built  a  wall  without  the  city 
of  David,  on  the  west  side  of  Gihwi,  in  the  valley,  even  to 
the  entering  in  at  the  fish  ^te^  and  compassed  about  Opbel* 
and  raised  it  up  a  very  great  height,  and  put  captains  of  war 
in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah.  And  he  took  away  the 
itraiige  gods,  and  the  idul*  out  uf  the  huuse  of  Jebovab,  and 
all  the  altars  that  he  bud  built  in  the  mount  of  the  hoioc  of 
Johovab,  and  in  JerusuleRi,  and  cast  ihcm  out  of  the  city. 
And  he  repaired  the  altar  of  Jehovah,  and  sacrificed  tbereoa 
peace^o^rJDgs  and  thank-oflerinjrs  and  commandrd  Judah  to 
aerrc  Jehovah,  the  God  uf  Israel.  N  evert  lie  less,  ihe  people  did 
■acriSce  still  in  the  high  places,  yet  unlu  Jehovah,  Ihcir  GodS 

ouly.t  " 

Manasseh   reigned   fiAy-five  years,  when  he  slept  with 
hts    fathers,^   and  was  buried   in  the  garden  uf  his  own 


"See  p.  202.    f  2  Chron.  xxslit.  II— 17.  I 

X  Jehovah,  Almighty  Ood  of  our  Talhers  Abnhiitn.  Itnic,  aod 
Jacob,  nnd  of  ihrlr  righleoui  srod.  wlio  h&s  made  tteavvn  and  rarUi 
with  all  the  ornament  thrrmf ;  who  hits  bound  the  sea  by  Ibc  woi 
of  thy  conimandinrnl ;  who  has  shut  Dp  ihp  deep,  and  seali-d  tl  by  t' 
terrible  and  (floriouB  nam(> ;  whom  atl  men  frar,  nnd  tretiibl«  bffoi 
thy  power;  for  iho  ntajtf<ity  of  Iby  ftlory  cannot  br  bomr,  and  thli 
angry  thri'atcning  towards  ftinorrs  iit  iaiportnblr,  but  tby  nervifhl 
prutnlitc  is  uomranuniblp  and  unbonrchabtei  for  tlton  art  tbo  i»o»t 
high  JcboTah.  of  great  compassion,  long  Nuffi-ring,  very  mfrclfol, 
and  repcnteat  of  the  evil*  of  nvn.  Tbou,  O  J<rhovah.  according  Ift 
Ihy  greal  goodness,  hasl  proioiivd  rrpcntincfi  and  forgivenesa 
thcoi  thai  bare  tinned  against  thee:  and  nf  thlue  in6iiile  moreti 
host  appointed  repentance  nolo  sinners,  that  Ihey  nay  bo  aavi 
Thou  tlierefore.  O  J«ho*ah,  thai  art  the  God  of  the  just,  haat  ai 
appointed  repentance  to  the  Juat.  at  lo  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  which  hart  not  iloned  against  lliec;  bol  thua  hait  appointod 
reprntanre  onto  me  thai  am  a  sinnrrt  for  1  have  sinned  abote  the 
oambar  of  the  aands  of  the  sea.  My  Imntgreaalou^,  O  Jehovah,  are 
mnlllplied:  my  Iransgreasions  are  maltiplicd,  and  I  am  not  worthy 
lo  behold  and  tee  tbe  height  of  bcaveo.  far  the  maltiladv  of  mina 
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bouso,  in  the  garden  of  Uzza,  and  was  snccAcded  by  hi» 


AMON. 


A.C. 
&13. 


The  mol^o-  of  lliis  prince  was  Mesbulleincth.  'tlie 
dnugbtcr  of  H  iruz  nf  Joibah,     He  dirl  evil  in  ihf  sight 


of  Jehovah^  as  (I'd  ManaAsch,  his  father:  f«>r  Amun 
sacrificed  u  ilo  a'l  llip  carve.l  iningos  whirh  Mnnasscli,  his 
fathrr,  bad  made,  a  id  s  rv-il  ihem,  and  li"  hiiinbled  not  bim- 
i^lf  before  Jehovah,  as  Manassi^h,  bis  father,  had  liuinblod 
fainuclf;  but  Amo  i  trespassed  more  and  mnre.^  And  h^  ! 
forsook  Jehovah,  the  OtHl  of  hix  f.ii^erg,  and  valked  not 
in  thewav  of  Ji'hovah.t 

llaviDj^  reij^ed  two  years  in  Jerusalem,  his  sei^ants  con*  i 


lalquiLln.  f  am  bnuntl  \••w^  with  man/  irrn  hnnds,  tlmt  I  rnnnot 
tin  up  minp  livnd.  nrh1i«r  Tia*f  inr  rclmHe  ;  Tiir  I  have  pruVok«tI  Ihy 
wntt),  Biiil  tlone  tsW  befAre  tlief.  1  did  ool  ihy  will.  ii«hticr  kept  I 
tbjr  CflcniDaiDltBenii :  I  have  -  up  aboniinBltonii  aDill)a*c  aiuUi|irifil 
offeoce*.  Now,  thrierorc.  1  bow  (lie  knee  of  luiiin  heart,  beseccliliig 
Ihee  of  gnce.  I  have  timicii,  O  Jehovftli,  I  Iiarc  sinned,  and  I 
ackaowtcdgv  mine  Inlquliirs:  whvrefore  I  huniblj:  beseech  tlir«, 
forgive  me,  4t  Jirliotah,  forgXiB  >••>.  and  dc  iicy  me  ool  wllh  mine 
ioiqoitiei.  Bo  not  anjiry  u  ith  mo  forerer.  by  merring  fvil  for  roe; 
Mrfltter  rondemn  me  Into  the  lower  parts  or  the  «arth>  For  thou  art 
th«  God,  eirn  the  Oml  of  thrin  that  repent,  and  In  ma  Iboii  wlli 
■b«w  itl  thy  goodncfS:  for  thO>i  wItt  save  me,  that  am  unworthy* 
aceofiliii(f  to  ttiv  grrnt  merry.  Tlicr«*forv,  I  witi  praUc  Iheo  for  efer  ' 
■It  th"  dayi  of  my  lire:  for  all  the  powers  of  bearen  do  (iraiKU  lhe«^' 
and  ihlne  U  the  ^tory  for  cTcr  and  ever, — Amen.     Apocrypha* 

We  lia?e  inserted  the  abore.  as  It  appeart  boib  (Inua  and  aerlp^f 
lural,  (Matt.  Ix.   13.)  ;  bat  it  It  aat  uaaally  coaaidered  autlieatia,- 
(Jrty's  K«y,  M9.  024. 

•  £  iCliigi.  xii.  I— m.    '2  Chron.  xxxViU  1—20. 
t  SChrnn.  «xiiii.22.  23      2  Kings  asi.  «0,  2r 
:  %  Klnfft  itxl.  'A 


spired  against  him,  ami  slew  liim  in  his  palice;*  butihe  tnftn 
of  tlw  population  remaining  fuitliful,  they  imint>diate1r  fcQ 
upon  the  conspirators,  and  slew  ttiem,  and  proclaimed  his 
son  Jofiiah  in  his  stead.f  Aroon  was  buried  in  his  sepulchre, 
in  the  garden  ofViz&.X 


JO  SI  AH. 


A.C. 

04 1. 


The  mother  of  this  prince  was  Jedidafa,  who  « 
herself  tbo  daughter  of  Adaiah  of  Boscath.    lie  did  thai 


which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  and  walked 
in  the  ways  of  David,  his  father,  and  declined  neither  to  the 
right  hand,  nor  to  the  len.§     For  in  the  eighth  year  of  hia 
reign,  while  he  was  ret  young,  he  began  to  seek  aAer  Umj 
God  of  DaTid,  his  fsther.H 

In  ihn  twelfth  Year  of  hi«  reign,  be  began  to  pui^  Jadall 
and  Jerusalem,  from  the  high  places,  and  the  groves, 
the  carved  images,  and  the  molten  images.     And  they  brak«] 


•  '2  Kings,  xx\.  10—^.    2  Cbron.  x%.\\ti.  31—24. 
t  2  Kin^a.  xxl.  24.    8  Chroa.  aajtiil.  2A. 
X  1  King*  xxl.  26. 
^  *'  H«  never  iwerved  from  God  and  truth ;  he  novor   ofuiued 
what  h«  knew  to  be  bis  dutj'  to  Ood  and  his  kingdom ;  he  ourted  ^ 
on  hit  reromslion  with  ■  steady  hand ;  timJUg  did  not  prevent  hl^fl 
froin  going  far  mmgititnii  wal  did  not  lead  him  bey^ii't  thi*  bomndt,  ^ 
Ha  walked  in  Aegsttim  meant  snd  bl<i  moderation  wa>  known  onto 
all  men.     He  went  srither  to  tho  right,  oor  to  the  left ;  he  looked 
itnenrit,  looked  /orvQfd,  and  looked  uptearii,  Ilradef ,  lot  the  eoodnet 
of  thlj  plons  youth  he  ihy  exemplar  thrauf;h   life!     A.  Clabhr. 
Such  warn  oar  Edward  VI. ;  and  such  promised  to  be  Prince  Henry, 
eldevt  Hon  of  Jamea  I.,  aad  our  late  laiiieated  Prlooeu  Charlotte  of 
Wales. 

|9Cbroo.  uudv.  1— 4.   3  Kings,  uU.  1,3. 
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flown  (he  altars  orBft&lim  in  bis  presence;  and  the  in 
that  were  on  high  above  iheiii,  he  cut  down ;  and  the  gWftaC 
and  the  carved  images,  and  the  molten  ima^eti,  he  brake  in 
pieces,  and  made  dusl  of  them,  and  strewed  it  upon  the  ■ 
gTBTBi  of  ibom  that  had  sacrifired  unto  theai.  And  be  burnt 
the  bonoa  of  the  priests  upon  tbeir  allan,  and  cleansed  Judah 
and  Jerusalem.  And  so  did  he  in  ibc  cities  of  Manassch, 
and  Ephraim,  and  Simeon,  even  unio  Napbtult,  with  their 
mattocks  round  about.*  And  wben  he  bad  broken  down  the 
altars,  and  the  groves,  and  had  beaten  the  grarcn  images 
into  powder,  and  cut  down  all  the  idols  throughout  all  the 
land  of  Ismel,  he  returned  to  Jerusalera.f 

In  the  ei^toenth  3'ear  of  his  reign,  having  dRtennin«d  to  ' 
repair  the  bouse  of  Jeliovafa,  be  appointed  three  of  his  officen 
to  miierinlend  that  work,  viz. :  Shaphan,  Maaseiah,  and 
Joah ;  and  ordered  Hilkiah,  tt>e  high  priest,  to  deliver  to  them 
the  money,  which  the  Levites  bad  collened  from  all  Judab, 
and  all  the  rcranant  of  Israel.^ 

The  pious  Urigat/ky§  is  of  opinion  that,  durii^  many  of 
the  preceding   reigns,  the   priests,  probably  to  save  them- 
sHtcs  the  trouble  of  writing,  and  the  people  of  reading,  the 
book  at  large,  had  furnished  themselves  with  abstracts  of  th0| 
law,  leaving  out,  or  slii^htly  mentioning  some  parts  thereof  I 
Bod  particularly  the  threaleninga.     Whether  this  were  so  orj 
not,  it  is  prrlertly  clear,  (hat  so  insensible  had  thme  peoplaj 
been  lo  the  taw  of  Moeoa,  their  great  legislator,  that  wheAJ 
Hilkiah,  the  priest,  whilst  emptying  the  cofiers  of  the  lemptel 
upon  the  above  occasion,  having  found  a  copy  of  the  book  of | 
the  law  of  Jehovah,  and  delivered  it  to  Shaphan,  the  scribe* 
il  was  evidently  considered  by  both  of  them,  a  discovery  of 


•  Ben  Sdiind.  04A.  b.  +  ^  Chron.  xxxlv.  9—7. 

X  ^  Klo^  xxit.  3—7.    a  Chron.  ixxIt.  t^-18. 
4  Ooldro  Trnmrr.  vol.  f.  B«p1.  xl). 
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nifficient  importance,  to  be  immediately  communicated  to 
tbeir:80vereign.* 

. '  Tint  the  book  found  was  that  portion  of  the  sacied  canon, 
which  is  denominated  the  Pentateuch,  and  which  the  Jewscall 
Cbamisha  Chonishi  Torah,  is  clear  ;t  and  is  by  some  imagined 
io  have  been  the  original  autograph  of  Hoses ;%  and  pnibaUy 
.the  part  of  it  which  was  read,  was  a  portion  of  the  book  of 
Deuteronomy;!  for  when  Josiah  heard  the  words  of  the  book 
of  the  law,  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  commanded  Hilkiah,  the 
priest,  Ahikam,  Achbor,  Shaphan,  and  Asahiah,  to  enqui|« 
of  Jehovah,  for  their  sovereign,  for  the  people,  and  for  all 
Judafa,  concerning  the  words  of  the  book,  which  had-been 
found;  adding,  as  it  were,  in  the  deepest  anguish  of  aou),  and 
the -roost  intense-anxiety,  Fjrfrreatis  tlie  wrath  of  Jehovah, 
that  is  kindled  against  us^  because  our  fathers  have  not 
hearkened  unto  tiie  words  of  this  book,  to  do  according  onto 
all  that  which  is'written  concerning  us.|| 

The  individual  to  whom  the  high  priest  and  his  coadjnton 
'bad  recoursie,  upon  iJiis  important  occasion,  was  Huldab, 
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900t 


Jodah;  because  they  haTe  forsaken  me,  &ud  have  bnnud 
tncense  unto  other  gods,  that  thpy  might  provoke  me  to  anger 
with  all  the  works  of  their  hands:  therefore,  my  wrath  tthall 
be  poured  ont  upon  this  place,  and  i^hall  not  be  quenched. 
And  as  for  the  king  of  Jiidah,  who  aenl  yon  to  enquire  of 
Jehovah,  so  shall  ye  say  unto  him  ;  Thus  saith  Jehovah,  God 
of  Israel,  conceriiin^  tlw  words  which  thou  hast  heard  ;  be- 
oftose  Ihiue  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  didst  humble  thyself 
before  Cod,  when  thou  heardest  his  words  against  this  place, 
and  a^tnst  th**  inhabitantti  thereof,  and  hnmbledst  thyself 
beforp  me,  and  didat  rend  thy  clothes,  and  weep  before  nie  ; 
1  have  even  heard  thee  also,  saith  Jehovah.  Behold,  I  will 
gather  thee  to  thy  fathers,  and  thou  shall  be  gathered  to  thy 
f^rave  jn  peac«  ;  neither  tihall  thine  eyes  see  all  the  evil  that , 
I  will  bring  upoo  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  th*  ' 
Bame.     So  they  brought  the  king  word  again.* 

Under  tlte  influence  of  the  feelings  pruiluced  by  this  awful, 
though  iiu?rciful  message,  Josiah  proceeded  to  cnlehrate  a 
solemn  renewal  of  the  covenant  with  flod,  and  a  dedication 
of  hinui^lf  and  the  whole  of  the  people  to  Jehovah.  For 
having  gathered  unto  him  all  the  elders  of  Judab  and 
Jenisaleai.  lie  went  up  into  tho  house  of  Jchovafa,  and  all  the 
men  of  Judah,  and  all  the  iuhabitania  of  Jerusalem,  with 
lum,  and  the  priests^  and  the  pruphcu,  and  all  the  people, 
botii  small  and  great ;  and  he  read  in  Ihcir  ears  all  the  words 
of  the  book  of  the  covenant,  which  was  found  in  the  houso  of 
Jehovah. 

And  the  Wing  Htood  by  a  pillar,  and  niado  a  covesaut 
bdbro  Jehovah,   to  walk  after  Jehovah,  and   to   keep   his 
commaadmenla,  and  his  tcgtimoniei),  and  hia  statutis,  with 
all  their  heajt,  and  all  their  suul,  to  fierfomi  the  words  uf  ^ 
this  eovenant,  that  were  wrilleo  in   this  bitoW.      And  all 


•  2  Chroa.  xi«U.  21— 'iS.    2  Km^,  ssji    15—20. 
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^  people  stood  to  the  covenant.*  And  the  iuhabitanti  of 
Janualem  did  accordingf  to  the  covenant  of  Crod,  the  God  of 
their  &thers. 

And  the  king  commanded  Hilkiab,  the  high  priest,  and 
tfie  [Hiests  of  the  second  order,  and  the  keepers  of  the  dow, 
to  luing  forth  out  of  the  temple  of  Jehovah  all  the  vesa^ 
that  were  made  for  Baal,  and  for  the  grove,  and  lor  all 
the  host  of  heaven ;  and  he  burned  them  \vithout  Jenaa- 
lom,  in  the  fields  of  Kidron,  and  carried  the  ashes  of 
them  unto  Bethel.  And  he  put  down  the  idolatroos 
^ests,  whom  the  kbga  of  Judah  had  ordained  to  bom 
incotse  in  the  high  places,  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and 
in  the  places  round  about  Jerusalem ;  them  also  that  burned 
incense  unto  Baal,  to  the  sun,  and  to  the  moon,  and  to  the 
planets,  and  to  all  the  host  of  heaven.  And  he  brought  oat 
the  idol  from  the  house  of  Jehovah,  without  Jerusalem,  unto 
the  brook  Kidron,  and  burned  it  at  the  brook  Kidron,  and 
stamped  it  small  to  powder,  and  cast  the  powder  thereof  upon 
the  graves  of  the  children  of  the  people.    And  he  brake  down 


.jnsiill. 

I(>  pMSthroUj^h  the  fire  to  Mulorli.     And  he  took  awny  the 
honm  chat  the  kinj^  of  Juiliih  liiid  givon  to  ih@  sun,  M  tho 
entering  in  of  tin*  Ihkij*   v(  Johmnh,  by  the  chamber  of] 
Tfalhan-molech,  ihe  chamberlnin,  which   was  in  the  sulmrbs,  [ 
and  Inimed  the  chariots  uf  the  sMn  with  6ro.*   And  the  attar 
th»1  wi«r«  on  lh«  top  of  thi»  uppor  chandxrr  of  Ahaz,  which] 
ihc  kiiipi  of  Jiidah  had  made,  ;ind  the  altars  which  ninnaf»olt| 
bad  miide  in  the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  Jehovah,  did  th^l 
fcifl^  beat  down,  and  hnike  them  down  from  tbence,  and  cnaiJ 
the  diul  of  them  into  the  brook  Kidroii.     And  the  hlq 
places  thai  wore  hi.'rore  .lerusalem,  whirh  wen*  on  the  right] 
hund  of  the  mount  of  comipliun.i' which  Solomon,  the  king  oM 
Unud,  had  buihled,   for  Ashtoreth,  the  abominnlion  of  Ihe 
ZidoniaiK,  and  furChemosit,  tho  sbuminiition  oithe  Moabites^l 
and  for  Milcon,  the  nbimnnation  of  the  children  of  Amraon,  f 
dill  the  king  defik<4  And  he  brake  in  pieces  lite  images, 
cut  down  the  gTOTca,  and  tilled  their  p)aca«(  with  the  bones  < 
nieii,§ 

M'»roATer,   the  altar  that  waa  at   Bethel,  and   the  high^ 
place  which  Jeroboam,  the  son  i>f  Neliat,  who  made  Israel  In 
itin,  lind  made,  both  that  altar  and  the  high  place  he  brake 
down,  and  bttnieil  the  high  place,  and  slampnl  it  small  to 
po«tUr,  and  buni<->«l  the  grove.     And  an  Joiiah  turned  hiin^-j 


•   •'  To    rrcflrp   iniinmtlnn*  t-t   fotnrc    eveiiri   H    Ihe   prruUtr 
rivdiilU)  of  lht«  eoimtry.     Vnr  lhi»  ('iirpo»«',  a  nwrnlii^r  of  mill'wliiti 
flleocla,  iinpraphtntd  by  murlal   Ubuur.  ia  conAtaiilly  raainlMlnril  at 
Ihc  pabllr  «:ipefltQt  and  placed  to  pasltire  In  the  rrttjtlouA  grofctt'' 
When  ocea«iim  ri>()Uir««,  they  are  hameaiirtl  to  a  aaervd  chariot 
(«|«.  ofllm  Klin)  !   and  tti«<  piirftt,  ReeeRi[mnied  by  Ihc  kln|r.  urehivf 
ef  Iti*  aUIr,  illendt  to  watch  iho  tnolinns  and  nefghinii  of  the 
hen**-'*    Tac.  Qnni.  eh,  10.  nnd  llerodottii,  apml  Bnrdrr,  O.  L.  (WJ». 
wIm  aUo  Rli't-k  a  loni^iKitc  rroiit  Rojientntillrr,  Sir  William  Jonra,*^ 
*e.  aatuthit  pagan  «r<ir*h1pnrihefliin.    Svc  also  H.  Clarke. 
t  MowntofOlWi.*.  S-Clorkr.     •  Kcc  Kull«r'«.  Pliyah.  pp   118—123. 
\  i  Klrss  a«l)l.  t— IS.    '2  rhmn.  Ui1«.  39. 
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self,  hti  Bpicd  the  sepulchres  ihal  were  (here  in  the  mount, 
and  sent,  and  took  the  bones  out  of  the  sepulchres,  and 
burned  them  upon  the  altar,  and  polluted  it,  according  to  lh«  I 
wonl  of  Jehovah,  which  the  inan  of  God*  proclaimed,  who 
proclainietl  these  words.  Then  be  snitl,  what  title  is  that 
that  1  see  ?  And  the  men  of  the  city  told  him,  It  i»  the  sepal, 
chre  of  the  man  nf  God,  who  caiiie  fruoi  Judah,  and  pn>- 
claimed  these  things  that  thou  hast  done  apiinul  the  altar  of 
Bethel.  And  he  said,  let  hitn  alone;  let  no  man  move  his 
bones.  So  they  let  bis  bones  aloue,  with  the  bonee  of  tbe  ^ 
jirophet,  that  came  out  of  Samaria.  ^M 

And  all  tbe  houses  also  of  the  high  places  that  wen^  in  the 
cities  of  Saniaria,f  which  the  kinp*  of  Israel  had  made  to 
provoke  Jehovah  to  anger,  Josiah  took  away,  and  did  to  tbem 
according  to  all  the  actjs  that  he  had  done  in  Bethel.  And  he 
slew  all  the  priests  of  the  high  placi-a,  ihut  were  there,  upon 
the  altais,  and  burned  men*9  bones  upon  them,  and  retomed 
to  Jerusalem.^ 

Moreover   tbe  workers   with    familiar  spirits,    and   the 


■  Namely,  (he  man  of  Oud,  out  of  JudsH,  who  was  sent  lo  Jer»- 
boaui,  kiog  of  Israel,  and  who  tbeo  foretold  (ft40  years  beforti  ibe 
eiaotj  the  seluat  dsslruetlan  of  the  idolatrous  altars  and  priests, 
which  Joiish  now  literally  acconplUhed.  Ai»d  duriaf  all  thai 
p«riod,  tbo  seiiuichrc.  as  well  oJ  the  man  of  Ood.  ts  of  ilia  otd 
prophet,  bnd  been  preserved  litl  the  days  of  Jusiah,  who  dlscernvtl 
\l  by  ttie  superscription,  tiut  paid  honour  and  respect  to  bis  boi 
by  ordering  them  lo  remain  uiidUturbcd.  Cotupare  1  Kioga,  a|i 
with  9  Riogs.  Lzlli,  and  A.  Clsrke's  notes  io  loein.  Aa4l  see  post, 
in  tbe  reign  of  JcrobiHia,  king  of  Israel.  Jotrphas  ssys  t)w 
pi opbcl's  naai<:  was  J«don.     Vol.  II.  65. 

t  The  kingdom  nf  Isrscl  being  now  rxtiiicl.  Josisb,  as  of  tbo 
bluod  roysl  of  Jtidah,  resunu'il  tia  tierwlltar)  rights;  ttiid,  by  the 
■Sit«cts1  conmisBlon  of  Ood,  upruotod  Idolatry  ibroughoul  Ibe  citica 
•rftsnaria.    A.  C'LAaav. 

:  i  Kiogt.  sslti.  16— W. 
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aiul  ibe  imag^,  and  the  idols,  and  all  the  abomina- 
iStBl'lhat  were  spied  in  tho  land  of  Judali,  and  in  Jenisalum, 
did  Ju«iab  piil  away,  that  he  iniglit  pcrlbnn  the  words  of  the 
bw  which  were  writti-n  in  the  book,  ituit  Ililkinh,  the  priest, 
fbund  in  Ihe  hriuw  of  Jeho\ah.  And  like  unto  him  was  there 
nn  kin;^  before  him,  that  turned  to  Jehovali  with  all  hia 
heart,  and  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all  his  nil^ht.  arcordin^ 
to  ail  the  law  of  Muses ;  neither  after  him  arose  there  any  liko 
bini.* 

In  the  same  year  also,  this  tnonarrh  celebrated  a  prand  pass- 
oTer  at  Jent^ilimi.  iind  commanded  all  Ihe  iM-ople,  Raying-; 
Keep  Ihe  pas*uvf>r  unto  Jehovab,  your  God,  as  it  is  writ-  j 
tan  in  the  book  of  this  covenant  :t  and   they  killed  thai 
^tasuTer   on    the    fourlrenlh    day  of  the    first    month,  and  \ 
the  prirsts  sprinkled  the  blood  from  tbcir  han<U,   and  th«  ' 
Levjie^  slayeal  rhera,  and  they  removeil  the  burnt  otferinga,  I 
that  tbry  mi^hl  ^ivc  according  to  ihedivutions  of  Ihefaiuiliet] 
of  (he  people,  to  ofler  unio  JehoTah,  as  it  is  written  in  ihsj 
hook  of  Moses,     And  so  did  they  with  the  oxen.     And  they 
rooiled  the  pattsover  with  Are  according  to  the  onlinance: 
but  the  other  holy  ofteriugs  »i>d  they  in  puts,  and  in  caldrons, 
and  in  pans,  and  divided  them  speedily  among  all  the  ppoplep 
And  afterward  they  made  ready  for  themselves,  and  fur  Ihe  j 
prifcita:  because  the  prii>«t»,  the  mms  of  Aaron,  were  busied 
in  offering  of  burnt  offerings',  and  the  fat  until  night,  ibera*  j 
fore  the  LevUes  prepared  for  thumseWes,  and  for  the  priesta^l 
Ibc  Eons  of  Aaron.  And  the  xii^ers,  tho  boob  uf  Asaph,  were] 
iu  their  pluees,  according  to  the  eoniniauduieol  of  Darid,  andj 
Asaph,  and  lleman,  and  Jedulhuu,  the  kinir'sseer;  and  tht] 
porters  waited  at  every  gate ;  they  Miit;hl  not  depart  from  theil 
icrrice;  for  Iheir  brethren  the  Lcviles  prepared  for  tbenuJ 
80  all  tho  hcr^ire  of  Jehovah  was  prepared  the  aanie  day,  to 


•  a  Kin(».  isdi.  n,  36.      t  9  King*,  sttij.  21.    Exod.  ill.  31—37. 


keep  ibe  passgver,  and  to  ofier  burul  olTeruijiis  upOD  die  altar 
of  Jehovah,  according  to  the  commamlinent  of  king  Jasiah. 
And  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  present  kept  the  pna 
orer  at  that  time,  and  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  seven 
days.*  And  tlieic  was  no  passover  like  to  thai  kepi  in 
Israel  iioni  the  days  of  Samuel,  the  prophet ;  neither  did  ail 
the  kings  of  Israel  keep  such  a  passover  as  Jusiah  kepi,  nnd 
the  priests,  and  the  Levi ics,  and  all  Jodah  and  Israel  that, 
were  present,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerasalem.f 

Notwritbstanding:,  Jehovah  turned  not  from  the  fie 
of  his  great  wrath,  wherewith  his  anger  was  kindled  '■ 
Judsh,  because  of  all  the  provocations  that  Manasaeb  bad 
provoked  him  with  withal.  And  Jehovah  said,  I  will  remoT« 
Jndah  also  out  of  my  sijj^ht,  as  I  have  removed  Israel,  and 
will  cast  off  thiK  city,  Jerusalem,  which  I  have  chosen,  and 
the  bouie  of  which  I  said.  My  name  shall  be  there.^ 

And,  therefore,  after  all  this,  wheu  Josiah  had  prqand 
tfa«  temple,  Necho,§  king  of  Eg:;^'pt,  came  up  to  fight  against 
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•  2Chron.  xxxr.  1—17. 
tBChron.  iixv.  16.  SKiDgs,  xxiW.'n.  "There  ia  onl the  wor 
ntch  Iti  th«  Septiu^fit,  but  the  psifage  runs  thus:  "f^^r '*•>  jmiinjrl 
WBSDDt  k«pl  from  the  days  of  the  judges  thst  Jtidfed  Israel,  and  all 
thedsys  ofthe  kiii|Ctor  Ikraclaod  kia^s  of  Judah;  botlnibslSlh 
year  of  king  Josish,  tfa?re  was  kept  s  passover  to  ttie  l^rd  la 
Jerustlem."  Dr.  Ws)l, — who  lecnu  dispoied  to  Infer  tb«l  Um^ 
tasiliullon  of  the  pssRover  bid  been  wholly  npgleeteil  aioee  tbo  ibaffl 
of  Joshua,  eierpt  ihal  kept  by  ITezekiah.  Seep.  184.  But  coald 
ihll  toUmn  instituHon  have  been  neglrclnl  during  the  reigns  of 
Oavltl  sad  Soloinon  ;  and  ytit  no  cvniure  luve  been  passed  on  thon 
for  suoh  nrnUsioii  ?  It  U  remarkable,  however,  that  no  ncotlott  of 
Its  MlvbratMo  appoars  ihroughout  s  period  of  700  yesnu 
;  fl  Kings,  xiiU. '^1,77. 
'  Siipposnt  lo  be  the  son  of  PummltEcaa,  klog  of  Egjpti  who 
was  then  proceeding  lo  attack  Nsbopolsssar,  ktng  of  Assyria." 
A.  Ctarks,  qoollag  Herodotus,     ll  It  supposed  that  tb«  tonb  of 
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Carchennshf  by  Eupbrates ;  and  Jadah  went  out  against 
htm.  But  be  seot  anibassadora  to  him,  saying,  What  have  I 
to  do  with  thoi>,  thou  king  of  Jadab?  1  come  not  against 
thee  this  day.  but  against  the  house  wherewith  1  have  war; 
for  God  commanded  me  to  make  haste:*  forbear  thee  from 
mMldltng  with  God,  who  i»  witli  n»e,  titat  h*^  deMtroy  thee  not. 
NeTOrtbeleas,  Jo«iah  would  not  turn  his  fare  from  him,  but 
diflguised  himself,  tliat  he  might  hgbt  with  him,  and  hear- 
kened not  unto  the  words  of  Necliu  from  the  month  ofGod^f 
and  cmme  to  fight  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo.  And  the  archcra 
■hot  at  king  Jodah  ;  aod  the  king  said  to  bis  servants*  llava 
Me  away;  for  1  aai  sure  wounded.  His  servants,  therefore, 
I  him  oat  of  that  chariot,  and  put  him  iuto  another  chariot  ;;2 
brought  bim  to  Jerusalem,  whore  be  died.§ 

this  noDsrch,  PKaraob  Neclio,  was  discovcrrri  bjr  the  Indi-rRligabls  ! 
BelzonI,  who  hai  gWea  a  niosl  inlerestiofi  sccount  of  It.  tnd  whiehl 
n«jr  be  «««n  also  in  Bnrder.  Belzoni's  Researches  In  B^ypi,  p.  94&  ( 
Burder,  O.  L.  No.  610.  "  It  was  this  ssroo  monarch  aUo,  whoa^j 
marloent  (according  to  Herodotus)  wt  out  through  the  Red  Sea,  tod 
rocorajtessed  the  whole  coast  of  Africa,  and  returned  through  tha  j 
fltrallt  of  OibralUr  to  KgJjtU"     Bp.  Wilsok. 

•  •*  MfithI  commandnd  me  to  malio-h&sltf  ;  refrain,  thcreforei^ 
ftom  Me,  and  nijr  idol  which  is  with  me,  that  b«  betray  thc«  not." 
Targ.  apud  A.Clarke.     This  Is  fir  more  \\kti\y  to  lisrc  been  tha. 
OMaaing  of  the  Egyptian  monarch,   than  that  be  had  received  or 
tpoke  the  miail  of  Jehorah.    8eott  in  loco.    And  Prideaaz,  1.89. 
who  discusses   the   sobject   at   large.      "  From   the   time   of  Iha 
rewtoratton   of  Maoasseh,   the  kings   of  Judah  were  homagers  to 
tb«  klogi  of  Babylon.     It  was  on  thlB  nccount   that  Jniiah   weol  | 
to  opfKise  the  king  of  Egjrpt,  who  was  going  against  Babylon  and  j 
Assyria;  viz.:    in  pursuance  of  bis  oath   of  6drlity  (o  the  king  nf  I 
Babylon.  And  as  the  dcstractloa  of  Jerasalem  was  approaching,  God  j 
in  mercy  took  him  away,  that  he  might  not  ice  11."     Bp.  Wilmh. 
+  That  Is,  as    Josi&h  belicTcd.    Pharaoh's    own    idol    god,     not  , 

JznoJkn.  Bp.  Wiuov.    Bed  contra.  A.  Clarke  and  S.  Clarke. 

t  Or  roterved  chariot,  as  Is  usual  with  all  military  eommaadars  or 

woDareba  gotog  lo  battle.    Border,  O-  L.  No.  6M. 

4  1  Rings,  xsili.  Sff,  80.     1  Chroti   xxxt.  SO— 94.      A.  Clskb. 
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In  the  reign  of  this  monarch  flourmhni  tlie  propbei  Zepha- 
niab,  who,  foreswinj;  thcjutlgnients  Hmt  wore  romiiig  i>n  biff^ 
roantry,  thus  forowarneil  his  <Hiuiitryiii<^n;   *'  I   will    utterly  ^ 
consume  all  thingi;  from  ufT  tho  land  saith  Johovnh.     I  will 
consume  man  and    Ix'ast;    I  will  consiinir  tlic  fiiwls  of  (be 
heaven,  and  the  6she8  of  the  se:i,  and  the  sliiniblini;  blocks      , 
tfilh  the  wicked;  and  I  will  cut  off  man  from  off  the  land,  ^ 
soith  Jehovah.   1  will  also  stretch  out  mine  hand  upon  Juilah,  ^ 
and  upon  all  Ibc  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem;  and  I  vWl  cnt  off 
the  remnant  of  Raal  fn»m  this  place,  and  the  name  of  the 
Chemarinis,*  with  the  priests,   and  them    thai  worship  the 
hoet  uf  heaven  upon  the  huuse  tops ;  and  them  that  wonlup 
and  that  swear  by  Jehovah,  and  thai  swnar  by  Malcham  ;t  »nd 
them  ihdt  are  turned  back  from  Jcfiovah  ;  and  those  that  h«ve 
not  sought  Jehovah,  nur  enquired  furhitn.     Hold  thy  pcac 
at  the  presence  of  Jehorah,  God:  for  the  day  of  Jehovah  ti 
at  hand :    for  Jehovah  haih   prepared  a  Racrifice,  he  hatt] 
hid  his  piejits.^     ^"d   it  shall  cuuie  to  pn^  in  the  day 
Jehovah's  sacrifice,  that  I  vrill  punish  the  prinrc't,  and 
king's  children,  and  all  socfa   as  are  clothed    with  Strang 
apparel.     In  the  same  day,  also,  will  I  punish  all  those  thati 


*  "  That  i),  bisckf.  For  the  pricsu  of  Jeroboam  were  elotbedj 
xritli  black  robr».  In  op|iosllloo  tu  Ihe  priests  st  Jrnisaleni."  Dr. 
Wiuo^.  "  Tlie  black  riilied  prlrsts  of  (tifferent  ltlol«.  Ilcnct^  iba 
Jews,  lo  derision,  call  Cliriatiati  mini^tera  Cktrntrim,  because  oC 
their  black  elathet  and  garments.  Why  wc  should  tmilalt  In  our 
tactrifolat  4rr$t,  Ihosp  prirsta  of  Baal.  Is  Rlrnnge  to  Ihlok,  and  bard 
to  tell."     A.  Clarke.     Oordrr.  O,  I..  \o.  t097. 

t  The  aanie  aa  Moloch,  arar's  Key.  "  That  U,  ihoa*  who 
mingle  the  worship  of  the  tmo  Gnd  and  idol*  Inselher.  1  Kin([s 
avlil. 'Jl-  Nrh.kiil.24.  Rct.  iU.  la."  S.CUiKc.  In  ollirr  wunli, 
who  carry  reltsioti  in  our  liai;d,  and  iIil>  wuilJ  in  tlic  other. 

t  "  Tlial  i«,  llie  Chahleaiu,  who  were  lo  a'ay  tUJt'_ftaf>ilflee,  an^ 
fe^  opoQ  and  dsvoiir  their  wmllh  and  a«il>atano«.  Kiek.  xxxis.  It. 
R«T.«iz  17"    8.Cla«h«^ 


leap*  on  the  threshold,  who  fill  their  masters*  houses  vrilh 
violence  and  d<?coil.  And  it  shnll  come  to  jtass  in  thol  day, 
sailh  Jnhovah,  that  there  ghall  be  the  noise  of  a  C17'  from  the 
fidi-gate,  and  an  huwlio'^r  from  iIk?  Hccund, and  u  great  crashing 
Iroin  the  hills.  Howl^  ye  inhabitants  of  Maktesb,  for  all  the 
merchant  people  are  cut  down  ;  all  lliey  tliat  bear  silver  arc  cut 
off.  And  it  shall  cumu  to  pasH  at  that  time,  Ihat  I  wiU  Boan-Ii 
JeriiftUern  nith  candles,  and  punish  the  men  that  are  set- 
tled on  liieir  lees,  that  say  in  ihoir  heart,  Jehovah  will 
not  do  ^ood,  neither  will  he  do  evil.  Therefore  their  £::oods 
shall  become  a  booty,  and  their  houses  a  desojatiun :  they 
shall  alao  build  houses,  but  not  inhabit  them  ;  and  they  shall 
plant  vineyards,  but  not  drink  the  wine  thereof.  The  great 
day  of  Jehovah  is  near,  it  is  near,  and  haslelh  greatly,  even 
the  voice  of  the  day  of  Jehovah  ;  the  mighty  man  shall  cry 
(here  bitterly.  That  thy  is  a  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  trouble 
awl  distress,  a  day  uf  uasteness  and  deiwlation,  a  day  of 
flnritnrsfl  and  ^lociniiness,  a  day  ofrlouds  and  ihirk  darkness, 
a  day  of  the  trumpet  and  alann  against  the  fcni-ed  citieit,  and 
a^insl  tlie  high  towers.  And  I  will  bring;  distress  upon 
men,  lhat  (hey  shall  wulk  like  blind  men,  l)ccauae  tboy  have 
sinned  against  Jehovah,  and  their  hlixKl  Hhnll  Im  poured  out 
as  dust,  and  their  flesh  as  the  dun^r.  Neither  their  silver 
DOT  ihcir  gold  shall  Ik*  able  to  deliver  them  in  the  day  of 
Jehovali's  wrath ;  hut  iho  whole  land  shall  he  devoured  by 
the  fire  of  his  jealniLsv-;  for  he  shall  make  even  a  speedy  rid- 
dance of  all  litem  that  dwell  in  the  land.  Gather  youraclvea 
together,  yea.  gather  together,  O  nation  not  desired;  boforo 


I 


*  Zrph.  !■  1).     llRrmer  lapposei  Xh\»  aHiHlrri  Iv  ihr  prsrlice  nrili«  ' 
wild  Arabi  riilinfc  on  lii)r»<'bafi  hito  Ihv  liuiiart  uniir  inhftliiliintB.  t»| 
prevent  whirlt.  t)i«  (ioufwst «  urv  matte    iimAll   and  \\ie   thre^ilio^ 
lilgbi  and  lt)at  )l  (!»<•«  ant  nltutli*  iiiilii*  wim»UI|>  *>f  iHiftta.  a*  ) 
Cluldee  I'SFRpriruft  lugnostv     lUnHra,  vnl.  l.-ilO.  T£4, 
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the  decree  bring  forthj  before  the  day  pass  as  the  chaff,  befiwe 
the  fierce  anger  of  Jehovah  come  upon  you,  before  the  day  of 
the  anger  of  Jehovah  come  upon  you.  Seek  ye  Jehovah,  all 
ye  meek  of  the  earth,  who  have  wrought  his  judgment ;  seek 
righteousness,  seek  meekness ;  it  may  be  that  ye  shall  be  hid 
in  the  day  of  the  anger  of  Jehovah.'** 

The  prophet  Jeremiah,  too,  lived  during  nineteen  years 
under  the  reign  of  Josiah;  and,  therefore,  the  early  part  of 
his  prophecy  ia  referable  to  that  period,  f 

Jonah  vas  buried  in  his  own  sepulchre,  and  was  succeeded 
■  by  kis  son,  Jefaoahaz.^  And  all  Judah  and  Jemsalem 
mourned  for  Josiah ;  and  the  prophet  Jeremiah  lamented  for 
him,  and  all  the  singing  men  and  the  singing  womm 
spake  of  Josiah  in  their  lamentations,  and  made  them  an 
ordinance  in  Israel  :§  and,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the 
Lamentations.  II 


JEHOIAKIM. 
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After  a  short  reig;n  of  three  months,  Pharaoh  Necho  put  liiin 
in  bnntU*  at  Kit^ah,  ia  the  land  of  Hamath ;  and  coming 
thenee  to  JpnisaUiniff  he  exacted  a  tribute  uf  an  hnndred 
talents  of  tiilvor^  and  a  talent  of  goId,§  and  having  plari^d 
Kliakim,  another  son  of  Josiali,  whiMtu  name  he  changed  to 
Jehoiakim,  ufKin  the  throne;  he  took  Jehoatiaz  away  with 
him  into  E;J:j'pt,  where  he  dicd,i|  as  Jeremiah,  who  ealli 
him  Shallum,  had  foretold. 


JBHOIAKIM. 

The  firal  act  of  this  monarch's  reign  was  to  tax  hia 
subjects,   in   order  to   raise  and   pay  the   stipulated' 
tribute  to  Pharaoh.     His  mother's  name  was  Zebudah, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  Pedaiah  of  Runiah;  and  he  did 
that  which  was  evil^  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  according  to  all 
that  his  lathent  had  dune.** 

The  period  now  approaching  when  the  for(>earancc  of  Je-j 
bovah  towards  his  favourite  people  was  to  cease  for  a  seasoOi  i 
be  sent  them  several  prophets  to  forewarn  them  of  the  iin. 
pcadii)|^  ruin. 


*  "  It  is  eotiji>clure<l  thnt  Jrhoihiz  raised  an  army,  and  met  and 
fftugtil  Necho  on  his  return  from  Carchemlsh,  and  waJ  beatvfl  and 
uken  prisoorr  by  that  monarch."     A.  Clahkb. 

t  l(«roi)otiu  menllofu  this  elrcamslane«,  bol  giv^s  Jeruialein 
the  name  of  Cadylis,  by  which,  or  some  aimilar  appetlallon.  Iha 
holy  city  was  koovu  aa  well  ainoait  the  heathen,  as  it  U  by  most  of 
llu  cutcru  nations  at  this  ilay.     IVld-  i  Hd-     Jnlin,  i.  \M. 

X  ^3i.318.  15s.  ^  £6Mi. 

I  3K(iiss,axrtl.8)— 3i.    9Chron.  axKTi.  8  4.     Jar.  xttail,  [& 
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Thiis  llabiikkiik,  Betiold  ye  among  Ibe  heathen, 
re^rd,  and  wonder  murvoHousIy ;  for  1  will  work  n  work  io 
your  days,  which  ye  will  not  believe,  though  il  be  told  you. 
For,  Io,  I  raise  up  the  Chaldrans,  that  hitter  and  bastf 
imlJon,  which  shall  tnurch  lliruuyh  the  breadth  of  the  land,f 
tu  poffiou  the  dwelltnf^  places  that  are  nut  theirs.  They  are 
terrible  and  dreadful ;  their  judgment  and  their  dignity  shall 
proceed  of  thcimelres.  Their  horses  also  are  swifter  than  the 
leopards,  aiul  an-  more  fierce  than  the  evening  wolves:*  and 
their  horsemen  shall  spread  ihem^olvcs,  and  their  horwinen 
shall  come  trum  far,  thoy  shall  fly  as  the  eagle  that  hasteth 
to  eat.  They  shall  come  all  for  violence :  their  faces  sbalL 
sup  up  at  the  exst  wind,  and  they  vhall  gather  the  captivity^ 
as  the  sand.  And  (hey  ^coff  at  the  kin^pi,  and  the  princes 
shall  be  a  srnrn  unto  them  :  they  shall  ileride  every  strong 
hold;  for  tbey  i^all  heap  dust,  and  take  it.f 

I'rijah,  too,  having  prophesied  against  the  huly  city,  and 
the  land  of  Judea,  Jehoiakini,  and  all  his  mighty  men  sought 
to  put  him  to  death,  but  Urijnh  tied  into  Egypt,  The  king, 
however,  fetched  him  froiii  ihence,  and  Klew  him,  and  cajrt 
his  dead  body  iiiio  the  grnvB*  of  the  romninn  people.  J 

But  the  prophet  Jeremiiili  was  the  chief  iastnimcnt  em^ 
(iloved  by  God  to  make  known  lii<4  purpoMvs  of  judgment  and 
iiirrry  to  tbiK  infatuated  |>eopIe.     Thus  saiih  Jehovah  ;  i4taxid 
in  the  rnurt  uf  lh< 
cities  of  Judal 
all   the   wonts  that  1  cnmiiuuid   tluM^  to  speak   unto   them; 


I 
I 

I 


ih  iiii.iiuuiiHi  |itii(|)ir.       I  iiiih  Kiiini  jeiKtvuii ;    nliixiu 
uf  lhi>  hi)u^  of  Jehovah,  and  sp'iik  unto  all  the  fl 
lb,  which  come  to  wunthipin  the  hou^oufJchonb,  ^ 


*  **  Opplin,  ipRithinf  of  llie  horses  bred  abnnt  llii>  Eu|ilir«lei, 

•a]ri.  If ity  arir  by  nattirt:  war-horse*,  itid  ioliilre|>id,  tlialutillirr  tha 

•iftht  nor  lite  riiarlng  of  the  Uoti  uppsls  llu'in ;  and,  b«siilra,  ara 

a«UiuUlitugly  Bi-rl."   A.Ci.«rkk.     Kluvtmoitcro  lmTell«rinollertb«  | 

ftu-innet»  ■ml  courage  of  tbe  brrcd  of  bor»cs,  ttUlcxUlutg  ia  th«J 

vicinity  of  (hi*  rlvrr* 
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iliminish  Dot  a  word:  If  so  be  they  will  hearken,  and  lum 
every  man  froni  his  evil  way,  that  I  may  re|M.'nl  nie  of  th*' 
evil  which  I  jiitrpnai:  to  ilu  unto  ihom,  Ihtuum*  of  the  evil 
of  iheir  iloin{e;5.  Ami  thou  sliatt  say  unto  ibeiii,  thus  sailh 
Jehovah ;  If  ye  will  not  hearken  to  me,  lo  walk  in  my  law, 
«hirh  I  haxe  aet  before  you,  (o  hearken  to  the  words  of  my 
wrvants  ihe  propholit,  whom  I  sent  uuto  you,  both  rising  up 
ouiy,  and  Kciiding^  them,  but  ye  have  not  liearkenod;  then 
will  I  make  this  house  like  Shiloh,  and  will  make  this  city 
t  cune  to  all  the  nations  of  the  piirth.  So  the  priests  and  the 
prophets,  and  all  Ihe  people  heard  Jeretuiah  tii>eukin^  ihe^u 
words  in  the  house  of  Jehovah.* 

I'poo  lJ»c  delivery  of  this  prophecy,  the  priests  aud  tha 
prophets  apprehended  Jereuiiah,  and  brought  htm  before  tha 
princKs  of  the  people,  and  formally  accused  him  with  a 
view  lu  procure  a  sentence  of  death ;  but  the  prophet  boldly 
defended  himself  and  exclaimed,  Jehovah  sent  rao  to  pru- 
pb«*y  Against  this  housie  and  of^ainst  thiii  city,  all  Ihe  words 
that  ye  have  heard.  Therel'uro  now  amend  your  ways  and 
your  duinga,  and  ol»ey  ihe  voice  uf  Jehovah,  your  God ; 
and  Jehovah  will  repent  him  of  the  evil  that  he  hath  pro- 
nounced D'^uinst  yuu.  Afi  fur  nie,  behold,  I  aui  in  your 
band :  do  with  me  as  set^meth  g^ood  and  meet  unto  you.  But 
know  ye  for  certain,  lliat  if  ye  put  me  to  dealb,  ye  shall 
■urely  briof^  innoct-nt  blood  upon  )our«elves,  and  upou  llii* 
city,  and  upon  the  inltabitaiitH  therixtf :  fur  of  a  (ruth  Jehovali 
balb  sent  me  unto  you,  (o  speak  all  ihew:  uurdu  in  your  cara.t 
Tpon  which  the  princes  declared  ihat  he  mas  not  worthy  to  die, 
fur  he  hid  vjmken  to  them  in  lhenanu*of  Jeho\ab,andsotne  uf 
tbf  elden  juotiiied  tlM*ir  judgment,  by  the  example  ofiMicnb, 
in  the  rrigii  uf  llezekiah.  "Did  He/ckiah,  kiu'^  uf  Juduh, 
and  all  Judah  put  him  at  all  to  death?    Did  be  not  tear 
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Jehovah,  and  beseech  Jehovah,  and  Jehovah  repented  lun 
uf  the  evil  which  he  bad  pronounced  against  them  ?  Thus 
might  we  procure  great  evil  against  our  souts."  But  it  was 
probably  chiefly  owing  to  the  influence  of  Ahikam,  the  s<hi  of 
Shaphan,  under  a  divine  providence,  that  the  life  of  the  pro- 
phet was  saved.* 

About  three  years  after  this,  another  message  came  to 
Jeremiah  from  Jehovah,  and  which  was  probably  a  summary, 
or  recapitulation  of  all  his  former  denunciations.  "  From  the 
thirteenth  year  of  Josiah,  the  son  of  Amon,  king  of  Judah, 
even  unto  this  day,  that  is  the  three  and  twentieth  year,  the 
word  of  Jehovah  hath  come  unto  me,  and  1  have  spokeii 
nnto  you,  rising  early  and  peaking ;  but  ye  have  not 
hearkened.  And  Jehovah  hftth  scot  unto  you  all  his  servants 
the  prophets,  rising  early  and  sending  them;  but  ye  have 
not  hearkened,  nor  inclined  your  ear  to  hear.  Theysaid,  turn 
ye  again  now  cveiy  one  Irom  his  evil  way,  and  from  the 
evil  of  your  doings,  and  dwell  in  tho  land  that  Jehovah  hath 
p'ivci\   unlfi   vttri   amtl    In   youp   fndiorm,    fur  i--\<-r  and  over; 
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tmd   nn:ainfit  ihr^  inlmhilants  llioreof,  and  acrninBt  all  thcao 
ualions  round  .-ibout,  aud  wilt  utterly  destroythent,  and  make 
them  an  asionitihmoiii,  ami  an  his«in^,  and  |)erpeiiu1  deso- 
Intioiu,    niorroTf^r  I  will  takfi  from  lh(>ni  tlir  voire  of  mirth*, 
and  the  voice  of  ;;!iMlnrss  the  voia;  of  Ihc  bridegnmtii,  and' 
the  voice  of  the  bride,  the  sound  of  the  millstones,*  aud  the 
li^^ht  of  the   randlo.      And  this  whole  laud  shall  l;e  a  dcso- : 
liiiifiii,  and  an  -jiiiloui-Hhrni'ut;  and  these  nutiuos  i>hall  serv«| 
the  kiiij;  of  f';diylon  seventy  reiirs. 

And  it  shall  coinc  to  paa*  when  seventy  years  are  ar- 
mnipliBhed,  tlinl  1  will  puniith  the  kin^  uf  Babylon^ 
and  that  nation,  snith  JchoTuh,  for  tboir  iniquity,  and 
the  land  of  the  Chaldrans,  anil  will  make  il  perpetual 
dutilRttnoA.  Aikl  I  will  bring  upon  that  land,  all  my 
worda  which  I  have  pronounced  ayiinst  it,  even  all  thnl 
is  written  in  this  luwk,  which  Jeremiah  haih  prophesied 
a!*ain8l  all  itie  natiomt.  For  many  nations  and  ^real  kin{^ 
shall  ncnv  thcniselves,  of  llicm  uUo:  and  I  will  rer«»mpi'njie 
ihera  arcurdin^  to  Ihi'ir  det*d&,  and  according  In  the  works  of 
their  own  hamU. 

For  thus  sailh  Jehovah,  the  Gud  of  Israel  unio  me; 
lake  the  wini;  cup  %i\'  this  fury  at  my  haad,  and  cauae  all 
ihfi  iialiunN,  to  wluiin  I  send  thee  to  drink  it.  And 
ihey  ftball  driuk  and  be  moved,  and  be  mad,  because  of  Ibo 


Milliuut  llirir  fcnowlcdttc.anilbciiiles  lheIrpuri>06C»,(lMlah,  1>A— 7. 
bimI  \)x.  \.  i-)  lo  liiii  own  iclnry :  for  il\e  correction  of  aoinr,  and  «(!• 
Vnncrmrnt  of  ullirrK'     WollQalon's  MH. 

•  Tliil  l»,  nrcrtMry  proiriilom.  S.  Clarkf.  '•  Tlif  houihI  nf  itm 
mlllslonrt  ami  thi*  light  of  the  raudir  Joiiici)  togftllier,  breau4i]  llity 
irriifnilljr  grouHii  l!ie  corn  frr/ivr  rfujr  by  llm  li|thl  of  tb«  cnndli*-  Hir 
J.  Cliardlii  remark*.  Ihal  every  where,  in  the  mnniliix,  uia>  bn  litanl 
ttl<MioiMa/'lA#  milhi  for  ihcy  Rcnerilly  gtlitil  crrry  rfoy  jo<t  «»  much 
■4  i«  nrcetsary  fur  th'tlMji'i  con»inii|itluoi  Wtvcrr  llicn  the  moin  uf 
tkt  mitt  Is  not  Itatii^  nnr  (he  light  «f  tft%  tamiU  xm,  Ihrrc  mux  b« 
drsutallun.'*  A.l'LiinK. 
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nword,  Uiat  I  will  send  amon^  theto.     Then  took  I  the  mp* 
at  Jehovah's  hand,  and  made  all  the  natiuns  to  drink,  unto       ' 
whom  Jehovah  hiid  sent  me :  to  wit,  JprusalMn,  and  the  cities  H 
of  Jiidah,  and  the  kings  ihrrpof,   and  ihc  prinroa  thprpof. 
to  make  them  a  dcsolaticin,    an   astouishiiieiit,    an  hissing, 
and  B  curse ;   as  it  is  this  day :  Pharnoh,  king  of  G^ypt,  ■ 
and  his  scn'ants,  and  his  princes,  and  ull  his  poopi)*;  and  all 
the  ii)iufi;led  people,  and  all  the  kinpi  dl'lhe  land  of  1*7,  and 
all  the  kin^  of  the  land  of  the   Philistines,  and  Ashkelon, 
and  Azzah,  and  Ekron,  and  the  remnant  of  Ashdod,  Ednnt* 
and  Moab,  and  the  children  of  Ammon^  and  all  the  kiti$i;ii  uf 
T^TUs,  and  all  the  kin<^  of  Zidon,  and  the  kin^rs  of  the  l^les, 
whirh  are  beyond  the  fiea,  Oi-dan,  and  Tenia,  and  Ruz,  and 
all  that  are  in  tite  utmost  eomcrii,  and  all  the  kin^  of  Arabia, 
am)  all  (he   kings  of  the  niin^letl  people  that  dwell  in  the 
desert,  ami  all  the  king-'i  of  Zimrl,  and  all  the  kin^^  of  Elnin, 
and  all  the  kings  of  the  Mcdc^  and  all  the  kings  of  the  north, 
fur  and  near,  one  with  another,  and  all  the  kinploms  uf  tho 
world,  whiih  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  :  and  tlie  king  of 
Sheshach  shall  drink  after  Ihetn.     Therefore  thou  shalt  say 
unto  litem,  thu.*  s:iith  Jehovah  of  hnftts,  the  God  of  Israel ;  ^ 
drink  ye,  and  be  drunken,  and  s{>ue,  and  fiall,  and  rise  n»^| 
more,  beeause  of  th«  sword   whirh  I  will  send  among  you. 
And  it  shall  1«',  if  Ihey  refuw?  to  lake  (he  cup  a1  tbino  baud 
to  drink,  then  shalt  Ihoii  say  unto  them,  thus  saitb  Jchovab 
of  hosts;   yc  Khnll  certainly  drink,  for  lo,  I  begin  to  bring 
evil  ou  the  city  which  is  called  hy  my  name,  and  uhotitd  ya 
be  uncriy  unpunished .'  Ve  shall  nc*t  Iw  unpuni&hed ;   fori 
wilt  call  for  n  sword  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  nirtb, 
saiib  Jehovah  of  Hosts.     Therefore,  propliesy  thou  againaC 


*  That  It,  T  ftrcUrn)  publleljr  Ihf  liibalillon  that  God  wsi  aliool 

ti>  bring  updit  JeruialviDt  th«  cUlvi  of  Judiili,  sntl  ill  ilic  dkUoos. 
A  Cusir 
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tliem  ail  thosr  words,  and  say  untolfacin,  Juhovafa  shall  roar 
from  on  liigli.  and  iitler  \i\si  voire  from  his  holy  hnbitalion ; 
ho  shall  miglilily  ruar  tipun  lib  tiubiUliun  ;  he  shall  give  a  j 
■houl,  as  llicy  llial  trrad  the  ^^pos,  a^imt  all  tho-  inhubi? 
tantsof  the  earth.  \  noise  shall  come  even  tu  the  enUsof  tlio 
earth;  for  Johovnh  hath  a  ooiilntverAy  with  the  nations,  Im  , 
will  plfiid  vilh  all  flosh ;  lie  will  -rive  them  thul  are  wick(.td 
to  the  swurd,  suith  Jehovah.  Tliu-s  uaith  Jelivvah  of  lloxls, 
tjehold,  evil  shall  v:o  forth  from  nation  to  nation,  and  a  great 
ubirlwiiid  sliall  be  raised  up  froiu  the  coast;}  uf  ihu  earth. 
And  the  Alain  of  Jehovah  shall  be  at  that  day,  froai  one  end 
of  the  earth,  even  unto  the  uther  end  of  thu  earth  :  they  shall 
nut  be  lamented,  neither  gathcre<),  uor  buried;  lliey  shall  b« 
dung  upon  the  ^uu ltd. 

How],  ye  ttbephenls,  and  cr>- ;  and  wallow  yourseUes 
in  the  asbcs,  ye  prlucipal  of  Ibe  flock:  for  tbo  days  of 
your  slaughter,  and  of  your  dispeisioos  are  accompUiihed ; 
and  ye  shall  fall  like  a  pleasant  vessel.  And  the  shep- 
herdu  shall  have  no  way  to  flee,  nor  the  principal  of  tlis 
flocks  to  esrape.  A  voice  of  the  cry  of  the  shepherds, 
and  an  howlin^^  of  ilie  principal  of  the  flock,  shall  be  h<?ard  : 
for  the  Lord  hath  spoilftl  their  jKisture.  And  the  peaceable 
habitations  are  cut  down,  bc<'aiu^>  of  the  fierce  angi'r  of  Je- 
boTob.  He  bath  forsaken  his  covert,  as  the  lion :  for  tboir 
bnd  is  desolate,  because  of  the  fierceness  of  the  oppressor, 
and  because  of  his  fierce  anger."* 

Failing  to  produce  any  us4'ful  impression  upon  bis  n^bellious 
brethren,  Jehovah  onlered  tht*  prophet  to  have  recourse  to  tJie 
riicuiorabic  instance  of  the  llei'habites'  strict  u)>edience,  to  a 
mere  temporal  recommendation  of  their  ffr****  proffenitor.  *•  Go 
unto  the  huute  of  the  Reihaliites,  and  ■spi>ak  unto  them,  and 
brin^  them  into  the  house  of  Jehovah,  into  one  of  the  chara* 
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bers,  and  g^ive  tlicnt  wine  tu  rfrink.     Tlten  I  took  Jatzanti 
tbc  »nn  of  Jeremiah,  the  sun  of  Uabaziniaii,  and  his  brethren, 
and  all  his  sona^  and  the  whole  house  of  the  Rechabites;  and 
I  brought  th«m  into  the  house  of  .lehovah,  into  the  chamber 
of  thn  fKins  of  Hanaii,  the  son  of  Igdaliah,  a  inau  of  God; 
who  was  by  the   rhaniber  of  ihn  princes,  which  was  abofftl 
the  chamhrr  of  Maasoiah  the  sun  uf  Shalluin,  tlie  keeper  of  I 
the  door:    and  I  set  brfuro  the  sons  of  tho  house  uf  the] 
Rechabites,  pols  full  of  wine,   and  rup«,  and  1  said  unto] 
tbem,  drink  ye  wine.    But  they  ttaid,  we  will  drink  nu  wiueii 
firr  Jonadab  the  son  of  Rochab  our  father  cunimanded  vmA 
saying,  ve  shall  drink  no  wine,  neither  ye,  nor  your  sons  fori 
ever:  neither  shall  ye  build  house,  nor  sow  aecd,  nor  plant  ^ 
vineyard,  nor  have  any :   bat  all  your  days  ye  sliall  dwell  in 
tents;  that  ye  may  live  many  days  in  the  land  where  ye  be 
strangers.*     Thus  have  wp  ohpyed  ihe  voicf*  of  Jonadab,  the 
son  of  Rochnh,  our  falhcr,  in  all  that  he  halh  charged  us, 
to  drink  no  wine  all  our  days,  we,  our  wives,  mi r  sons,  nor 
our  dauE^liTs:  nor  lo  build  houses  fur  un  to  dwell  In :  neither 


•  "  Yt  tiati  drink  »o  neiii*.  Ye  fhall  preaervc  your  bodleft  1b  t«Bi- 
p«nnce;  ihalt  uso  nolhinff  (bat  *oult)  Urpflvr  yon  oryuarsobrr 
rrason  at  tny  lime  ;  Irsl  lit  ftuch  in  hour  ye  ihonlil  ilo  what  migbl  b« 
prrjudicial  to  youriolTrs,  injurtoui  to  your  nrighhour,  or  dUtionoar- 
abl«  to  Qoi.  tititlttr  ikall  tft  ttiild  Amw,  4r.  Yt  ■lull  not  brcoiue 
rMldents  Id  any  (tUoe;  ye  ihall  out  covet  wralthy  poftSf8si:>tii  :  y« 
shell  live  Trrc  from  imbltioii  and  from  envy,  ibtt  yf  may  bv  fn-n 
from  contention  and  »U\te,  But  y#  tiali  dieell  in  ttitt.  Yv  »h«U 
Imilale  your  furcratlter*,  Abralinm,  I»air.«nil  Jacob,  and  the  reit  of 
the  patriarclis,  mho  duett  in  (<«/(,  bring  tlrangert  and  pUgrimt  upon 
<>arlh  i  looklugfur  nliravi^nl)  couiilry  .Knd  brif>gdvtertniu«d  to  hav« 
nothing  bore  Uial  wauM  ludtiipoM  ibclr  inlniU  luwarda  that  place  of 
rndleaa  real,  or  lo  pr«Tenl  t)i*>n  Troin  pauiag  Ihrongb  twmpmtt 
thing*,  soas  not  lolosr  tboso  that  arocKrna/.  There  moat  nrces- 
tarily  bo  more  in  Iheae  Injunctions,  than  meets  tbe  eye  in  tbe  letter 
Qt  tbis  account."     A  CuiNiU. 
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hkve  we  vinej-an),  nor  field,  nor  seed :  but  wo  Lave  dwnit  in 
tenli,  and  have  oboyed,  and  done  according;  to  all  timt 
Jonmdab  our  fatlier  commanded  lu.  But  it  came  to  pass, 
wbeo  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Itabylon  camo  up  into  itm 
land,  that  we  said,  come,  and  let  us  go  to  JiTwxalcm.  for 
few  of  Iho  army  of  the  Chaldeana,  and  for  fear  of  the  arm/ 
of  the  Syrians :   so  wc  dwell  at  Jei^isalem. 

Then  came  the  word  nf  Jebovali  unto  Jeremiah,  saying,  thus 
saith  Jehovah  of  llosti,  the  God  of  la-ael;  go  and  tell  the  men 
of  Jiulali,aiKl  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  will  ye  not  receive 
instruction  to  hearken  to  my  words?  saith  Jehovah.  The 
wordft  of  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Rechah,  that  he  commanded 
his  iom  not  In  drink  wine,  are  |K>rforitictl ;  for  unto  this  da/ 
they  drink  none,  but  obey  their  father's  commandment :  not- 
witbstaoding'  I  have  Rpoken  unto  you,  riiting  early  and 
speaking;  but  ye  hearkened  not  unto  me.  I  have  sent  also 
unto  you  all  my  servanlM  the  prophets,  risin*  up  early  and 
nendinj^  them,  saying,  rctuni  ye  now  every  man  from  his 
evil  way.  and  amend  your  doings,  and  go  not  after  other 
Gods  to  serve  them,  and  yo  shall  dwell  in  the  land  which  I 
hare  fiven  to  you  and  to  your  fathers :  but  ye  have  not  in- 
rlioed  your  car,  uor  hearkened  unto  mc.  Because  the  sons 
of  Jonadab,  the  son  of  Reehab,  hare  poribnned  the  com-^ 
mandment  of  their  father,  which  he  commanded  them ;  but 
thiii  people  hath  not  hearkened  unto  me:  theretitre,  thu>iaaith 
J^ovah  (he  God  of  Hosts,  the  G(k1  of  Israel ;  behold,  I  will 
hrinff  upon  Judah,  and  upon  all  the  inhabilanls  of  Jerusalem, 
all  the  evil  that  1  have  pnuiounced  a<jain8t  tlicm ;  Ijernuae  I 
have  spoken  unto  them,  t>nt  they  have  not  heard  ;  and  I  havo 
called  unio  them,  hut  they  have  not  answered. 

Anil  Jeremiah  said  unto  the  house  of  the  Rcriiabites,  thus 
uiih  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  Israel ;  l>eeau^)  ye  havo. 
obcyi><l  the  rommnndment  of  Jonadab  your  f:ilher,  and  kept 
all  his  precepts,  and  done  according  unto  all  that  bo  bath 
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cotnm3D<lcd  you,  Iberoforo,  thus  saitb  Jcbo\'ah  of  Hnsts, 
(io<i  of  Israel ;  Jonadab,  tho  son  of  Rechab,  glial]  noL 
a  man  to  stand  before  nift  ftir  ever.*'* 


*  TliBl  in.  a  Ecribr,  whose  business  ii  vas  lo  occupy  tbrmselTM  I 
Ihit  study  of  the  law.     (I   Chron.  ii.  W.)— Jpr.  xxxt.  2—19-     T|| 
klfttory*  of  this  branch  ortlie  Taniily  of  Abraham  affords  almost  i 
llluitrloii*  a  fulfilineut  of  prophecy,  and  coD«vi|Ui?Dl1y  uf  lli<*  proQ 
of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  as  tliuse  relating  lo  the  J«wft  i 
geiirral.  or  to  the  descendants  of  Isbniorl  in  pahlcalar  ;  but  tba 
peculiar  interest  they  are  calculated  to  excite,  arises  ffom  some  laM 
discorcries  respecting  them. 

The  house  of  Rechab  descended  from  nrmalh,  who  i^i  said 
hare  been  (he  father  of  tt.  (I  Chron.  U.  M.);  but  respecting  who 
we  hftve  DO  other  Informolion.  Rcchab  himself  is  not  presented  I 
HI  under  a  very  faToursblc  a^prct.  for  wr  only  know  hira,  and 
brother  Uaauah,  as  the  assassins  of  Uhboshcth.  the  son  of  Ban 
whom  Abner  placed  upon  the  throne  of  Israel  on  Ilia  father's  dett] 
(3  Sam.  iv.  3~J:i.)*  ^oi  this  rriflrldal  act.  instead  of  rewarding  then 
as  they  had  anticipated,  Darld  ordered  them  both  to  be  hanged  i 
inatvfaclors.  (^^  Sam,  iv.  0 — \2.)  Their  father's  uano  was  Rimmon 
a  Beeriilhite,  of  the  Iritic  of  nriijiimin. 

The  only  nienlion  we  hove  of  Jonadab,  the  son  of  this  Rrehab, 
(at  we  may  supjiose)  is  whi'u  he  joined  himself  lo  Jehu,  and  united 
mllb  him  in  ciecuting  the  judgments  of  God  upon  tlio  boiiftc  of 
Ahab,  and  the  prophets  of  Baal.  (^  Kings,  x-  i&,  17.  23.)  And  tbs 
follows  Iho  forvgoing  remarkable  prophecy  relating  to  this  fainU]r«| 
who  were  selected  by  Jehovah  liiinself.  as  rYamplcs  of  obedlenee 
lo  the  eoininands  of  u  mere  wordly  progrnltnr,  giTcn  almost  300 
years  before,  rontrasling  il  wilh  llie  nntrerul  rebellion  and  ingratl* 
luda  of  the  Jews  In  general,  to  the  authority  of  Jeliotah  himtrJf, 

Il  in  not  rncalioned  before,  that  Jonadab  gave  aay  aucb  coniioand ; 
but  it  is  woilhy  of  notice,  that  he  from  whom  no  secret*  are  hid,  aed 
with  whom  all  thing!  are  alike  from  tho  beginning  to  the  erxJ.  oo 
oaly  was  auate  of  the  cnmntaDd  itself,  but  of  its  rigid  and  con 
aelentious  observanco  ;  "  Go  to  the  hrtuse  nf  the  Rectiabilee,  an 
lake  them  ioio  a  chamber,  aitd  gWe  Ihrtn  wine  lo  drink."  (JcrJ 
xsxt.  S.)  The  prophet  obeyed,  and  placeit  before  ihrm  pels  of 
■  ins and  cups  to  drink  out  of,  and  imitcfl  them  lodrlnki  aiHl 
th«  Invllallvn  cftnte  from*  prophet  «£  Clod,  they  might  baivi 
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Bi.<«i(Jo8  whirli  Gocl  commanded  the  proplu'l  to  lakp  Oir>  itiU 
of  a  bouk,  and  wrtle  tlierein  idl  tlic  pn>|iliL'rii>!«  ihnt  he  li:id 
ultcred  from  llie  days  of  Jogiali,  morrifully  adding,  It  may  Iw 

lonabljr  Ihougtit  themMlTM  justilied  ia   yielding;    but  Ihey  suid, 
"w*  wi/(  rfrimfr  no  wia«,"  Ac 

The  iiigt'QiuUft  Mr.  Harmer*  stippoicf,  that  the  descendtnli  nf 
Jlbrtham  had  ori(tinally  ILt«(I  ai  the  Bedouin  Arabs  do  dow;  but 
thai  ioia«  disturbance  having  taken  place  brtween  them  aod  some 
of  their  kindred  Irtbcs,  Jooadib  bad  enjoined  upoa  iliem  t)ie  ah- 
stlnniee  and  practices  mentioned  in  the  propbpcy  t— hut  Hrh  the  pro- 
phecy been  falfillrdT  the  sneering  luQdol  has  often  enqulrrd — in 
what  quarter  of  Dm  world  il  is  that  Jonadalt,  the  son  of  Riichab,  haa 
a  man  ^landing  before  Jehovah? 

Mr.  Wolir.  the  Jewish  miKtlonary,  liius  answera  the  intercstlnft 
qiiiHitinn.  '*  The  Ueiil-Kli>ihr  (the  Jews  menlioutsl  by  Nlehuhr)  nev»>r 
rnme  to  Jn'ncalpni:  they  remained  in  the  dttacrl.  when  Joahun 
broucht  the-  rt-nt  of  the  peojde  of  God  Into  the  land  of  promlae  ;  and 
thus  they  dwell  In  the  doKerl,  near  Mecca,  vithn»t  any  knowledge 
of  tha  law  orlhi*  propheta  ;  wandering  about  as  rnhbera  and  enemlei 
of  mankind.  They  call  lliein»eives  Beni  Mosbe,  the  children  of 
MoAcs."  (Journal  i.  2i7  )  Rabbi  Mnse  Secoi.  at  Jerusalem,  to)d 
him  ihnt  these  Renl-Khaihr  came  to  Jerusalem,  in  the  timf!  of  Jere* 
inlab,  and  were  the  dencendAnts  of  the  Itechabltes;  that  they  still 
drink  no  wine,  and  hari>  mithar  vineynrd,  nor  field,  nor  teed,  hut 
dwell  like  Arab^i.  He  coosidored  them  as  dcsct-adt-d  from  Jelhro. 
Journal,  i.  867. -2<10,  tftll.  Thl«  account  was  furlhcr  confirmed  bj 
Ahrahan  Beo-Ynhya,  rriim  Ycrltn,  near  Sanaa,  in  the  land  of 
Tenan.  via:  Yemen,  with  whom  Mr.  Wolff  met  nl  Ispahan,  and 
who  lold  IiIki.  The  Jrws  Khaibr  arc  the  childrru  of  Rechab^thrse 
orf  mighty  men  anj  have  not  felt  the  yoke  of  the  captirily.  and  then 
Abraham  Ren-Vahyii,  joyfully  lifted  «p  hla  Angers,  and  mored 
thrm  ahont,  and  aaid,  They  are  the  deacendania  of  Jonadab,  the  son 
of  Kcchab,  who  said,  yealiall  drink  no  wlno,  ncilhrr  ye  nor  yoar 
Hon<,  for  ever;  neither  shall  ye  build  house,  nor  »ow  feed,  fte. 
And  thus  they  do — the  children  of  Uhmael  ctirse  them,  and  wo 
Mesa  them— the  aword  of  Muhammed  ha%  not  brought  ihcm  under 
bia  yoke.  Soleiman  llailorame  went  among  them,  and  they  lold  him, 
that  if  the  Jawi  shall  begin  to  repent— if  they  ahftll  pray  with  dcTo- 
*  ObicMiiloK*.  vol.  1.  ta«v 
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that  itio  lioiiiic  of  Judali  will  liirar  all  tbeevil  nlilrb  1  pur 

to  du  unto   (hem;    thai  llii'y  mny  rrliini  overy  man 

bis  evil  way;    that  I  may  furgivc  their  iniqaily  nnd   their 

Uon,  ihra  the  Messiah  will  comc'  Soleiman  llndonoio  bos  seen 
tli«ml  Journal,  it.  17.  Afrnin.  whpn  at  Moussul  flhr  «nrj«nt 
'\inrveh  or  thereaboDts)  he  snys,  All  Hip  Jews  in  this  country  he- 
licTc  tliat  the  Brni-Khnibr,  near  Mf^cca  nitd  Mrdinah,  aro  Iho 
descend  ants  of  the  aacietit  Rrctiabltei.  The  Mufii  Trom  Merdeen, 
gave  me  a  long  dcicriplion  of  the  Beni'Khaibr,  but  as  1  have  not 
yd  seen  iht-oi.  1  will  not  at  present  gife>ou  bis  de!icri|>tioi)  of 
them  ;  limy  are,  Imwerer,  worthy  nf  notice.  Thove  Jews  nrKhalbr 
gave  iofinile  trouble  (o  Muhaiiirned,  and  be  defer  was  able  to  coiO' 
pel  them  to  ciuhrace  his  religion.  (See  Sale's  note  to  chapter  Jil»ni- 
in  the  Koran,  and  llerbulol's  BIbliotheque  Oricntnle).  Journal,  lii. 
'/70,  277  When  at  BaM^ora,  a  Jew.  Mosc>Yehuda.  who  was  born 
at  Haoaa,  ijt  Yrnten,  told  him  that  the  Jews  of  Sanaa  are  firuiljr 
couilncetl  that  the  Reiii-Kliailir  are  the  descendants  of  the  ancicsit 
Rechabiles;  their  existence,  Uiererore,  is  beyond  alt  doabt.  He  told 
him  that  Ihero  were  Jews  Kt  llseartnavelh,  (Omrtis,  i.  30-} 
which  is  caileO  llndramawtb.  In  Arabic.  Th*  Jews  at  Sinaa 
ajteak  Arable,  nnd  biblical  llcbruw.  Ttiey  do  nut  reaU  the  Tal- 
mud indcli,  bat  very  frt:i)Ueittly  the  Bithar  of  Rabbi  Siineoa 
Bar^Vuliai.  Tliey  hate  itirec  courts  vl  law,  called  Beth-Um  ;  for 
lb<*  Jews  iti  cases  of  dis{Mile  never  appeal  to  Ibc  Turlcish  Uutrer- 
nor,  except  an  Arab  Is  convened  In  h.  lie  atked  him  whether  il  waa 
triiei  thai  the  Jews  at  danaa  sometimes  U9«  the  prayers  cnalainnl 
in  the  Koran  f  God  forbid,  such  a  thing  never  was  dnnn  In  Israel  I 
was  his  aiiiw«;r.  lie  told  him  that  the  Jews  at  Sanaa  iniicht  easily 
procure  biu  access  to  the  Rccliabilcs,  who  were  only  eluht  days 
distant  from  tb<MQ ;  he  nbiterv«d  tbot  llie  Jews  wogtd  brinff  him 
Ibilher  with  a  ^tibllety  llkv  that  with  tvltich  Jacob  deceived  Isaac, 
hia  father.  Juurnal,  ili.  331.  There  ore  Jews  at  Alann,  nenr  iha 
clly  of  >lcce«  ;  all  the  Jew*  lit  Yemen  are  dressed  like  Arabs,  hot 
of  black  rolout :  and  the  following  fact  was  told  him  by  the  J 
railed  Mote  Vehnda.  Rabbi  Uad.  uf  Jerusalem,  set  off  SO  year* 
Kfo  wllh  a  raraTan,  from  Mokka  to  tisiiaa  ;  ibi*  Arabs  eompriairtg 
the  oaraTan  were  then  at  war  with  the  Rcchahltea,  (Brnl-Khaibr.) 
The  Rwhabilr*  ailnrkml  the  caravan  and  di>»u<)}ed  Ihrni.  Ratibl 
Uid  Ui  his  angnisb  ussd  the  vxelaiaatlon  coaiiiMia  aineng  lh«  Jcwi 


sin.  Then  Jeremiah  railed  Bnnif  h.  tlit;  son  of  Ncriah :  and 
Darnell  wrote  fruiu  tlio  inuiitb  of  Jfn-iiiialitall  llic  wunls  of  Je- 
hovah, which  lit.'  had  spoken  unto  hint,  upon  a  roll  of  u  l>uok. 

fix;  "llearO  Israrl,  Ihe  Lord  our  God  is  oDe  I^A^rd."  Thecbierof 
thr  Rvchiihile^  hparing  il,  gayr  onipr%  tn  stop  the  mustaere.  Ilubbi 
Qad  was  brouglil  lo  Ihcir  teats,  ami  qupstionfd;  thry  naked  him 
how  luattrrt  stoixl  at  Jemsslrui,  wliL'thcr  larnpl  ttUl  tinntit,  and 
wbettier  thr  temple  nitH  not  yet  built!  Ttvcy  dinraisd^d  Uid  nith 
presentK,  tnd  brought  lilui  in  iiarRly  to  Snnita.  Journal,  tii.  338. 
"  Mose  Yehudah,  the  Jew  from  Sanaa,  called  on  nic,  and  rrail  (he 
wfaole  Rtomitifc  In  the  Gospel  of  St,  Joliii.  Me  atVed  me  the  mean- 
ing of  John  ii).7.  H.  and  obscrvfd  Ihnt  ibe  Jews  nt  Sanaa,  know 
very  liltlo  of  lh«  circumstanres  of  the  death  of  Jeaui  Cbiisl,'*  Joai^ 
nal  ill.  asi.  "  As  wrll  the  Jews,  not  nnly  of  Jenisaletn,  hut  UkowUe 
Uioae  of  Yemen,  told  tao  that  th«  Rechabitcs  mentioned  In  Jer.  xxxT* 
were  still  FJtislin;  around  Mecca}  the  Mussulruaos  who  perforntet) 
tllrir  ptlffritnages  to  Meect.  connrmetl  that  account ;  Ibc  latter  knew 
thflm  by  the  namrs  of  Khaibaree.  On  nij'  arrival  at  Jalooba,  In 
Mesopotamia,  I  saw  Jews  wandorlnft  about  among  the  Yezidi.  I 
«flk«d  thMOt  baa  ueTcr  any  one  of  you  turned  Yesidl  or  Mutsulmanl 
Tb«]r  rrpUed,  **  Oppression  cannot  buw  us,  and  tyrnnny  not  aluke. 
Hear.O  Israel .  (he  Lord  our  God  is  oou  God  I"  I  added**  and  Jesua 
of  Natart'th  is  the  sou  of  God  !"  Aod  believing  tfaem  lo  bo  Reeha- 
Ut*!,  on  account  of  their  wnndrring  about  In  the  desert,  I  asked  them 
Uiv  qmalioo,  lliey  rifpliiNl  "  nu,  but  here  Is  oae  who  came  from 
llajax,  viz  ;  the  deserts  of  }l|ecoa  l"  I  saw  one  before  me  standing, 
dressed  and  wild  like  an  Arab,  the  bridle  of  bb  hvrse  holding  in 
hit  hand.  I  shewed  in  him  the  llible  in  Hebrew,  and  Arabic;  he 
read  both  languaires  and  was  rejoiced  lo  see  the  Hiblc,  he  was  not 
Mqnalnlcd  wUb  the  New  Testaiai-nt.  Afler  having  proclaimed 
lo  him  ihe  tidings  of  aalTailon.  and  made  him  a  present  of  Ibe 
Hebrew  and  Arabic  Bibles  and  Tentamenla.  I  aaked  bim,  whose 
deaeeodeota  are  yon  ? 

MoDU.  (Tills  was  his  name,  with  a  loud  Tolce.)  Cone  I  shew  to 
yoa,  and  lh<-n  he  began  to  read  Jeremiah  xxav.  from  ferae  b  lo  II. 
W.   W'htrr  di)  )'oa  rr»ide. 

MoQsa.  (Recurring  (a  Gen.  x.  ?7.)  At  TTadoran,  now  called 
Bftmar  by  the  Amha,  at  Usal,  now  called  Hanaa  by  the  Arabs,  and 
(Otneftls  X,  80.)  at  Mesha,  now  called  Mecca,  la  Iho  dc»erla  nround 
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Anil  Jeremiah  coinmand<Hl  Baruch,  saying,  I  am  shut  u]>; 
cannot  go  into  the  hoiuicut' Jehuvnh  :  iberfforo,  go  thou,  and! 
lead  in  the  roll,  which  thou  haMlvritlcn  frum  my  mouth,  th 
words  of  JehoTuh,  in  tho  oars  uf  the  people  in  the  houw  i 
Jchovab,  upfin  the  fasting  day :  and  aliio,  tlum  shalt  read  tbf 
iu  Ihe  cars  of  all  Judah,  thai  come  out  of  Ihoir  cities.    It  roaji 
be,  ihey  will  pmtrnl  their  mipplication  before  Jehorali,  and  * 
will  return  every  one  fnim  \m  eril  way  ;  for  givai   is  the 
anger  and  the  fury  that  Johovati  hath  pronounred  a^n 
this  people.     And  Baruch,  the  sou  uf  Ncriah,  did  accordin| 
to  all  thai  Jeremiah,  the  prophet,  commnnded  him,  readuij 
in  the  book  the  words  of  Jehovah,  in  (he  hniise  of  Jehovah.* 

Tho  king  uf  ^g>'pt,  however,  came  no  more  out  of 
land*  for  Ncbuchadnezznr,  king  of  Babylon,  havint^  beaieftl 
his  army  al  the  Euphrates*  and  retaken  Carrhomish^t  po»- 
ses&ed  himself  frum  (he  river  of  Eg>'pt  tu  the  river  Euph- 
rale-8,  of  all  that  pertainiMl  to  that  monarch,^  J 


tbose  pUces.  We  drink  no  vine,  iind  ptuit  no  TineynnI,  Bni)  io« 
na  Beed,  nnd  llv«  ia  tctiti,  at  Joaadsb  oar  father  cooiraiuidtd  ai. 
Hobttb  «u  our  father  too  rvome  to  us,  you  will  silll  And  60/DOla 
iiunibtT,  anil  you  see  thus  tbe  propbecjr  his  hern  falfllled.  '*  TSvrv* 
fore,  thus  nllh  JebuTah  of  Hosis,  the  God  of  Israol,  Jonndab,  tJs* 
son  of  Rechab,  bKbII  doI  want  a  man  lo  stand  before  mc  for  erpr. 
And  iiylnit  this,  Mousa.  the  Rpchabite.  mouutrd  his  borar  tad  II 
away,  aod  left  bRhind  a  host  of  evlrirnet!  of  marred  *rU!  Joaraal  IK, 
SM.  ISO.  The  nuBib«r  of  tho  Bcnl-Kbaibr  are  said  to  anioaet 
00,U00.     KaiTn,  UKi, 

•  Jet.  txir).  a— H, 
t  8eea«ufaliincprtf|ihr'cy  of  thUevrnt  In  Jcr.  iltl.  Notbtnjt  can 
ahf  w  more  how  prune  ia  tliv  fnllcn  natnrr  of  man,  lo  tmM  In  an  arm  of 
enb.  (2  CbroB  uiU.  R  Jer.  xvil.  A.],  ihan  the  conduct  of  the  Jewa 
vtlh  rer«rear«  to  Die  kbigi  ofEiryi'tt  Tor  It  appears  fiom  hence,  that 
they  wrr"  noi  ><•!  weaned  frwn  Iheir  falae  cunddrticv  in  (hat  power, 
notwItlialanOlttf  ihe  pTt>|ib<<lleiil  ttarn)D(|Ea  tbey  liad  received  i 
Um«  of  Uexokialt.  J  Kln|r*.  kvlii.  'if.  lulah,  a&arl.  e. 
;  i  Kings  ixlf .  7. 
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'he    Bubylunian  then    proppfdnd    to  be^oge   .IftrusaU^m, 

jiuil  Jebuiukini,  as  an  ally  of  Pharoah  NvcUu;  and  having; 
taken  him  prisoner,  bounij  him  in  ffllon,  to  carry  him  lo 
Babylon.*  * 

It  appeare  unceHain  whether   Nebucha(1n<^zzar  release 
Jelwiakim  befurt-  Uv  qiiittpd  Jertis;tli-ni,  or  whether  he  look 
him  with  hill)  to  Babylon,  and  afterwarda  restored  Uim.t 

However  that  may  be,  the  ilubylonish  monarch  seized  part 
of  the  Teasels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  sent  them  into  tiie 
laud  of  Shinar>  and  placed  them  into  the  treasure  house  of 
faiagod,^  Del,  at  Babylon,  lie  also  ordered  Ashpenaz,  bit 
etmucb,  to  take  some  of  the  most  considerable  persona  in 
the  kingdom,  and  amongst  the  rest,  Daniel  anil  hiii  coni- 
|MUUom,  Shadntch,  Mesbacb,  and  Abcdnegu,§  tu  carry  them 
ujiljve  into  Babylon, 

Jehoiakim  governed  Jenisalem,  as  a  tributary  to  ibo  king 
of  Babylon,  fur  three  year«;  during  which  pcr)o<l,  both  king  < 
aw)  jteople  t'xliibiling  no  symptunu  of  n>fonuatiun,  Jehovab 
still  coutioued  lo  repeat  bia  messages  of  wrath  and  mercy  by 
the  prophet  Jereminh.|i 

On  the  return  of  the  fast,  thenrfore,  in  the  following  year, 
Banicb  read  the  roll  a  second  time,^  in  the  chamber  of  Gc- 


•  a  Chron.  xut).  0.    2  Kings,  uW.  I.    Dnn.  1.  1. 

t  t  Ktoga,  xiir.  1.    Scoit  in  loco,  and  lo  J»r.  kItL  :I.   A.  Clarke. 

Prid.  i.m.      Dr.  Wall.  i.  270. 

t   Dad.  1.  2.     2  Chran.  xxxrl.  7. 

\  Dm.  i.  S— 7.  II  «  Kiaffs,  xalr.  I. 

V  *■  la  roafcing  ihe  roll  tn  be  rcftd  twice  In  Ifie  trinplc  by  Banitli,  1 

cCMfMS  I  differ  from  mott  tliat  htira  commfntcd  upon  thi»  plnco  o( 

Scripture.     But  as  the  roidinif  of  Ihc  roll  by  Bsruch  Is,  in  the  ll6tli 

chapter  of  JeretBlah,  twice  rolttvd,  so  it  Is  plain  lo  mc  that  it  was 

twice  done;  for  in  tlie  llrst  relation  it  Is  said  lo  he  donv  in  ibofi/urttl 

year  of  Jeholaklm,  and  In  the  second  it  \*  said  to  b«  doD«  la  tho 

fifth  ;  which  pUinly  dcnot-s  two  dtlTerent  tiroes.     And  In  tho  (Irst 

relation  JcrnnUh  li  said  to  be  shat  up  In  prison  when  the  roil 
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nariab,  in  the  hif^her  court  at  the  eulr)  of  the  new  grato  of 
Jehovah's  houst^*  iti  the  cars  of  :iU   the   people. 

Michaiah,  the  son  ofComariah,  Iwinj;  present,  went  immo- 
diately  aud  rupcalcnl  whut  hut  had  heard  lo  the  pHuccs  who 
were  ititiin^  in  the  MTilie's  chamber,  whu  dispalchcd  Jfbudi 
to  Raruch,  with  orders  to  hrin^  Ihtr  mil  to  thoui.  Bnmch 
hanog  repealed,  the  prophecies  iu  thuir  hearing,  tiiey 
were  afraid,  and  said  to  Harucfa,  Wc  will  vaxvly  tvM 
the  king  of  all  these  words  ;  and  upuu  bein;;  iuformed 
thftt  Jen>ntiah  h;id  dictated  the  conteiitft  of  the  rulU  sakl« 
tio  hide  thee,  thou*  and  Jercniiah,  and  let  do  mau  know 
where  ye  be. 

As  soon  as  Jehoiakim  had  received  infurmaiion  of  thd  rir* 
rumslance,  he  dispatched  Jehndt  to  fetch  the  roll.  wIhi 
hating  brought  it  out  of  the  chamber  of  liUUhaiuai  the  srribe« 
began  Iu  rend  it  before  the  king  and  bis  princes ;  but  had  0(i 
road  more  than  (hrco  or  four  rohimns  when  Jehoiakim  cui 
the  roll  with  a  ponknifef  and  cast  it  into  a  tice  that  wa«^ 
burning  before  him  on  the  hearth,  and  it  wa-<i  entiivly  cnn^ 
Burned.*  This  was  dune  in  upHe  of  the  renion&lrancea  ami 
inlreaties  of  Elnathaii,  Delaiah,  awl  Gemarioli ;  hut  he  would 
Dot  hear  them,  nor  were  be  nor  his  servants  afraid  ;  neither 
did  they  rend  their  gunnenbi.  So  true  is  the  maxim  vvcu  of 
an  heathen — "  Qumt  Dous  vult  penlere,  prius  demcntat.'* 
Aud  ao  infatuated  wui  the  ill-fateil  mouan-h,  that  be  cum- 


I 


wai  read;   but  In  the  sccoiid  rctailoa  It  plainly  ipi>cini  be  wa* 
Bul^rprlfon;  for  ho  was  llica  al  full  liberty  to  go  out  of  tiia  «ay^ 
and  hl(1(>  himself.     For  Ibese  reoMns  I  take  It  Tor  ecriaiu  iliat  tlu|^| 
roll  was  twic«  read:   and  I  htse  Abp.  Usiivr  with  me  in  the  vaiiM^ 
opinion,  whose  judgment  must  alwiys  be  of  the  gfratott  weight  la 
inch  matters."     Prld.  i.  IU. 

*  "  TIte  Jews  preserve  a  melancholy  mtmoriat  of  thb  orialaal 
transaction,  hy  keeping  a  aulcna  Cast,  eT«ry  }'ear,  on  tlie  S9tb  itj 
of  Clsleu,  which  answers  tg  our  NovaalMr.    Prld.  I.  DA. 


matiHet)  Iwlh  Banich  and  Jeremiah  to  be  apprcliended ;    but 

»Jcfaovati  liid  them.* 
It  waa  prubably  upon  tltU  occasion  that  Jcrcminh  wu 
romtnandt*ti  lo  pncourage  the  limid  »cril»  bv  the  fuHowitig 
ddlamtiun:  Thus  saith  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel,  unto 
tbe«,  O  Baruch ;  Thou  ilidsl  say,  wue  is  nie  now '.  for  Jeho- 
rah  hath  added  griuf  to  my  sorrow.  J  fainted  in  my  sighing', 
aod  1  find  no  rt>8t.  Thu.i  Klialt  Ihuu  aay  unto  him,  Jehovah 
nilb  iha^ ;  Bohold,  thut  which  1  haio  built  will  I  break  down, 
ind  that  which  1  have  planted  1  will  pluck  up,  tivcn  Ibis 
whole  hmd.  And  scekesi  (hou  grcAl  things  for  ihytelf?  Sceb^ 
theiD  not:  for,  behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  all  flesh,  taith 
Jehuvub  :  but  thy  Win  will  I  give  unto  ihoe  fur  a  prey,  ia 
all  places  whither  thou  goest.'f 

Such  an  act  of  atttK-iuus  insolence  to  the  inaji-sty  of  heaven, 
as  thai  perpetrated  by  Je}i<iiiakim,  might  well  have  drown 
down  the  instantaneous  wrath  of  God  :  but  su  great  waa  liis 
forbearance,  and  so  uitwilling  was  he  to  inflict  his  own 
jud^enls,  that  he  afloriled  thai  wretched  (irince,  even  yet 
aooliwr  opponanity  of  ropenf ance.  For  the  word  of  Jehuvah 
came  to  Jeremiah,  saying,  Take  ihee  again  another  roll,  and 
write  in  it  all  the  former  wtirdn  that  were  in  tlte  dnt  roll, 
which  Jchniakim,  the  king  of  Judah,  hath  burned.  And  thou 
■haJt  twy  to  Jebuiaklni,  king  of  Judah,  Thus  saith  Jehovah  ; 
Thou  hast  burned  this  full,  saying'.  Why  hiuit  thou  written 
therein,  saying,  The  king  of  Babylon  shall  certainly  come  and 
destroy  tliis  land,  and  shall  cause  to  ceaiio  from  thence  man  aod 
Iwiul  ?  Tlierffiire,  tliu»i  siiith  Jehovah,  conreming  Jehuiakimi 
king  of  Judah  ;  He  Nliall  have  none  to  sit  uiKm  the  throne  of 
David:  and  hia  dead  body  shall  be  rust  out  in  the  day  U> 
the  beat,  and  in  the  night  to  the  fnai.  And  1  will  ponbh 
Urn,  and  his  sctxl,  and  his  servanlH,  for  their  iniquity ;  and  I 
will  bring  ajwn  them,  aud  upon  the  inhabitants,  atid  upon 


•  in.  xxxTi.  iv-m 
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the  men  of  Judali,  all  tho  evil  that  1  have  proDounced  agux 
them.     Su  Uaruch  wrote  in  another  roll,  rrum  ihi^  muiith 
Jeremiah,  all  the  words  of  the  buok  which  Jelroiukiiii  hud 
burned  in  the  firo ;  and  there  were  added  l>esidra  iiniti  them  ^ 
many  liku  wonls;  Imii  they  h4>arkeni^d  nut.*  ^M 

U  the  end   of  three   years,  Jehoiakim    having  rebelled  ^ 
Must  NchiichadiKv^ar,  Jehovah  scat  agaiust  him  bauds  of  ^ 
the  Chaldees,  and  baodtt  of  the  Syrians,  and  bands  of  tfaa;fl 
Miiabites,  and  bands  of  tho  rhildren  uf  Animun;  and  sent 
them  against  Judah  to  destroy  it,  according  to  the  word  of 
Jehovah,  which  he  spake  by  his  servants,  the  propheta.t 

Whether  this  monarch  was  carriwl  to  Babylon  doo«  I 
not  positively  appear ;+  l>ut  the  sacred  hi&torian  adds  thai  j 
he  slepig  with  his  fatheni,  and  was  saccecded  by  his  tontlj 
Jehoiachiii. 

•  Jvr.  xxx*i.  27—32.  +  S  Kings,  mm.  i,  2. 

J  See  p.  ?S3. 
^TIiopropheiJereinlBlibBd  rnreiold  of ihU prince, th*! they ibovld 
not  lament   for  him.  sajinf.   Ah  my  brother  I  or,  Ahsislcrl    thcyl 
sbould  not  lament  for  him,  saying'.  Ah  lord  t  or,  Ab  his  glory  ;   bot* 
that  he  should  b«  burled  wllh  the  burial  of  an  au,  ilrawn  and  east 
fnrtli  bdryond  the  gatci  of  Jerualem.   Jer.  xiU.  IB,  10.    And  again: 
riia  doad  body  aball  hv  cast  out  in  the  day  lo  the  heal,  and  in  th« 
niirlit  to  the  froat.    Jit.  xxivl.SO.   The  author  uf  the  book  of  Kin  ft 
does  not  notice  llili  circum stance,  or  state  any  particular  occarrene« 
AS  to  his  burial;   but  Josephua  says  that  Jehoiakim  waa  thrown 
bcfuro  tho  walU.    by   command  of  NvhuchaUnexzar,   willioot  any 
burial.     Josepbus.  W.OO.     Prldeaux,  wltltoul  giving  any  autbority^^l 
alleges  the  prophrey  was  literally  acconiplisbeij.    Pild.  i.  06.     Pro*  ^| 
bibly  Jelioiakim  huld  nut  against  tho  Babylonlsli   foreei  till   the 
eleventh  year  of  his  rclgn ;  and  while  yn  unliuried,  the  Clialdeana 
draff«d  the  dmd  bodji  ofltie  perjured  monarch  before  the  city,  and 
uCered  It  to  lie  ihvto  uoburifd,  aa  Jeremiah  had  prt>dlcted.     Jahn, 
I.  \M-  "  To  sUef  ieit\  onr'a/at^m,  is  used  as  a  common  esprculfia  ^| 
lo  CKpreis  simply  the  act  ot  dying  t  althuugh  It  bra  violent  death.'*  ^1 
Di.M'Ai.L.    *■  Not  ihat  he  was  Afrwtf  with  his  fttheri,  for  he  died 
la  Ibe  way,  utilty  led  bimprisooer  toward  Babylon.**  Bark«r,  lAOS, , 
I  i  icings,  uli.Q. 
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This   princo,  who  is  also   callcfl  Jcconiah*   and 
Coiuah,t  visa  only  eig^hfeen  years  old  when  he  began 
to  ret|cn»  and  hia  mutber's  name  was  Nehushu*  the 
ilauj^ht^r  of  EInnihan  of  Jerusalem, 

Hnvuig  done  that  which  wna  evil  in  tlie  sight  of  Jehovah, 
according  to  all  that  his  father  had  done,  the  prophet  Jcrc- 
miah   denounced  a  woful  judgment  upon   him :    <jo  np  to 
Lebanuu,  and  rry  ;   and  lift  up  thy  voice  in  Bauhan,  and  rry 
from  the  passii<^ :  for  all  thy  lovera  are  dea-troyc<i.    I  epalcA  i 
unto  tbec  in  lliy  prosperity ;   but  thou  Baidst,  1  will  nut  hear. 
This  hath  U-en  thy  maimer  from  thy  youth,  that  thou  oheyedsi 
not  iiir  voire  1     The  wind  shall  eat  up  all  thy  pastors,  and  Ih^  | 
htren  shall  ^   into  caplivity:     surely  then  sbalt  thou  be 
MhAmed  and  confounded  for  all  thy  wickedness.  O  inhabitant 
of  Lebanon,  that  makesl  Ihy  nest  in  the  cedars,  how  gmriotts 
shall  ihim  be  when  pan^  come  upon  thee,  the  pain  as  of  a 
woman  in  travail !    A.s  I  live,  saith  Jehovah^  though  Cuniah. 
(be  son  of  Jehoiakim,  king  uf  Jiidali,  were  the  signet  upon 
my  Tight  hand,  yet  would  1  phick  thee  thence ;  and  1  will 
give  thee  into  the  hand  of  them  that  Reck  thy  life,  and  into 
the  hand  of  them  whose  face  thou  feurcst,  even  into  the  hand 
of  NeburhadneKEar,  king  of  Uabylon,  and  into  the  hands  of 
the  Chaldeans.      Au«l   1  will  cast  ihce  out,  and  My  mother 
that  bare  tliee,  into  another  country,  where  ye  were  not  born  ; 
and  there  shall  ye  die.     But  to  the  hmd  wherennto  ibeyl 
desire  to  relum,  ihilher  shall  they  not  n>tum.     Is  this  mnaj 
Cooinh  a  dcNpihid  broken  idol?     Is  he  a  vessel  wherein  is| 
h^  pletsure?     \Vlii<ri'fur>'  an*  they  cast  out,  he  and  IiIb  sced^ 
mtd  art  cut  into  a  land  Hhich  they  know  not.*     O  earth, 


•Jtt.  xiiv.  1.  uvU.  20.  ixTlU.  -i         t  Jer,  xuvll.  I. 


earlh,  earth,  liear  thp  wonl  of  Jeliovali !  Thus  sailh  Jehrtvnh, 
Write  ^ve  ihU  man  cliiidltiss,  a  man  tbai  fhaW  aoi  prusper  in 
his  (lays:  for  no  man  uf  his  ^wii  shall  prusper,  utlin^  upon 
the  tlirune  uf  Duvid,  and  ruling  any  mure  iu  Judah.* 

This  was  acconlin<;ly  fulfilled  by  Nebuchadnezzar  coining 
ag:aiiist  Jerusalem  and  besieg:ing  it,  when  Jehoiachin  went  ootfl 
to  meet  hint,  uith  his  mother,  servants,  princes,  and  officers; 
whereupon  Nebuchadnezzar  took  liim  prisoner,  afler  he  had 
reigned  only  three  months,  and  sent  him  Iu  Babylon,  where 
he  was  impri&oned.t  ^ 

At  the  same  Itnte,  the  Babylunian  Aeized  upon  all  thefl 
treasures  of  the  house  of  J<?hovah,  and  the  treasures  of  the 
king's  house;  aitd  cut  in  pieces  all  the  vessels  of  gold,  ithich 
Solomon,  king  of  Israel,  had  made  in  the  temple  of  Jehovab,fl 
as  Jehovah  bad  said.  And  he  carried  away  all  Jcrusulem,  and 
all  the  princes,  and  all  the  riiigbty  men  of  vali>ur,  even  tea 
thousand  captives,  and  all  the  craftsmen  and  smiths:  none 
remained,  save  the  pourcfit  sort  of  the  p(*aplc  of  the  land. 
And  be  carried  away  to  Babylon  the  king's  mother,  and  the 
king's  wives,  and  bis  officers,  and  the  mighty  of  the  land, 
those  carried  he  into  captivity  from  Jenisalem  to  Babylon. 
And  all  the  men  of  might,  even  seven  thousand,  and  rrafla- 
men  and  smiths  a  thousand,  all  that  were  strong  and  apt  fur 
war,   oven  tbcm  the  king  of  Babylon  brought  captive   to 


•  Jer.  xiii.  W— 80.  Prid.  1.  flS.  Scott  la  locn. 
tSKinir*,  xsiv.  10— I'J  I.V  tIChron.sxXTl.  10.  By  thai  yielding 
bimiclf  up  lo  the  will  of  (itMl,  as  declnrrd  by  J«rcniiah.  he  not  oaly 
preterTMJ  bi>  life,  l)tit,iii  wesball  nftcrwRrds  loc,  obtilnfd  ■  rrnewal 
of  rorafort  and  cvMi  honour.  Bankkk.  In  tf  Chron.  xxx«I.  8.  alluxtoo 
1ft  made  to  thcl  which  teai  younH  upon  him  t  ppoii  which  Ibr  nolB  In 
Barkrr's  Illble  U,  "He  mranctli  iui>craiiiiou8  mirk»,  which  vera 
founil  upon  bl>  body  aflvr  he  waa  dead ;  whtrh  \\\\n%  dMlaml  how 
deeply  Idolatry  fta*  rootvd  in  bU  hrarl.  scclnf  he  Iiore  tbe  marlii  Iq 
lib  flc»h." 
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Bilijton;*  berides3,023  whom  he  had  carried  away  the  year 

Beaide*  the  illmtrions  Jem  who  were  already  hanging 
thor  harps  upon  the  willows  by  the  riven  of  Babylon^  the 
pivplMt  Eiekiel  wu  most  probably  carried  into  captivity  at 
Aii  period:  God  in  hia  mercy  thereby  providing  an  instm- 
OMiit  ftr  the  comfort  and  encouiagement  of  his  smittrai}§  but 
wot  iimken  peojrie,  in  his  own  good  time.|| 


Z  E  D  E  K  I  A  H. 

-  .  Hatino  dethroned  Jeboiachin,  and  sent  him  into 
^~\  *  capHvity,  Nebuchadnezzar  placed  his  uncle  Mattaniah 
'  npon  the  vacant  throne,  and  changed  his  name  to 
Zedddah,  leaving  him,  however,  but  little  power,  and  treating 
him  rather  as  his  vassal  or  lieutenant,  than  an  independent 
■orercogn.  And  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  accord- 
ing^ to  all  that  Jehoiachin  had  done.^I 

*  SKtnfi,  xxU.  13—10.    aChran.  zxzvi.  10.    Dr.  Wall,  i.S71. 

t  Jer.  m.28.     Prid.  i.98. 

X  Pf.  enxTil.  1.  ^Iiaiah,  \x.  10. 

II  Exek.  xl.  I.    Prid.  i.  90. 

5  «  Kinga,  xxir.  17—19.  Jer.lii.  1,2.  3  Chron.xxxvl.  12.  "Wm 

there  aver  such  a  set  of  weak,  infatuated  men  as  the  Jewishklngs  in 

irmeralt  They  had  the  fullest  evideoce  that  they  were  only  defiulit* 

to  Almighty  God,  and  that  they  coald  not  expect  to  reraln  the  throne 

any  longer  than  they  were  faithfal  to  tbeir  Lord;  and  yet  with  all 

thli  conviction,  they  lived  wickedly,  and  endeavoared  to  eslabltsb 

idotmtrf  in  the  place  of  the  worship  of  their  maker!     After  bearing 

with  them  long,  the  divine  mercy  gave  them  np,  as  their  case  was 

vtterly  hopeless.     TAey  ttnnttt  tiU  tktre  rat  mo  rtmtifg.'"  A.CLAmn. 

There  Is  but  too  much  reason  to  fear,  that  too  many  parallels  are  to 

be  found,  even  amongst  ehrlstiao  dynasties.    And  those  who  have 
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Tlie  vision  of  the  two  baskets  of  6g^,  therefore*  was 
hIicwu  (u  JerciniAl) ;  one  of  ^ood,  nndlhc  utlier  uf  evil  6gv« 
Thus  saiili  Jeliovah,  the  Go<)  of  Israel ;  like  these  good  figi, 
so  will  I  iirknnwlod^  l)i*>m  thiit  art'  rorrird  awuy  raplivi>  of 
Jiiduh,  whom  1  lisve  Heiit  out  uf  this  place,  into  the  land  of 
Ihe  Chaldeans  for  their  {food.  For  I  will  Act  mino  eyes  upou 
llieni  fur  fiwui^  and  I  will  hrln^  tl»>m  afrain  to  this  Uuul :  und 
I  will  biiihl  thorn,  und  not  pull  ihem  duwii;  :uid  1  wit)  (tlunl 
them,  and  not  pluck  theni  up.  And  1  will  give  them  an 
heart  to  know  me,  thnt  1  am  Jehovah,  and  they  shall  be  ni^ 
[Hfuple,  and  I  will  be  their  (jod:  for  they  shall  return  unta 
me  with  I  heir  whole  heart. 

And  as  the  eril  Hg^,  which  cannot  be  eaten,  theraro  aa 
eril,  surely  thus  i»aith  Jehu^^,  so  will  1  give  Zedekiah,  tha| 
kin^uf  Judah,  and  bin  princes,  and  the  residue  ufjentnialem, 
timt  reiuaiu  in  lhij>  laud,  and  theui  that  dwell  in  Ihe  land  of 
Egypt:  and  1  will  deliver  them  lu  be  removed,  into  all  tlie 
kingdoms  uf  th<*  earth  for  their  hurt,  to  be  a  reproach  and  a 
proverb,  a  latuit  and  a  ciu^e,  in  all  places  whither  X  abaU 
drive  them.  And  1  will  send  the  sword,  the  famine,  mad 
the  pestilence,  among  them,  till  they  be  consumed  from  off, 
lliD  land  that  I  pi\c  unto  them,  and  to  their  fathers.* 

Early  in  the  reign  of  Z<:tlekiah.  and  probably  not  i 
after  the  departure  of  Jehoiachin  and  his  quren,  with  th« 
ounuchs,  princes,  and  meehauicH;  Jeremiah  sent  a  letter  bf 
Klatmh.  the  son  of  Rbaphan,  to  bis  captive  brethren  for  their 
encouraffenienl,  saying,  Thus  sailh  Jehovah  of  II<.sls.  the 
God  of  Israel,  unto  all  that  are  carrieil  away  captives,  whoni 
1  hnvn  eaitsed  lu  be  carried  awnv  fntm  Jerusalem  unto  B>* 


■tlnitir«ly  read  tbtt  hUturifn,  of  the  vires  of  ihe  royil  familj-  of 
Frmnn-,  for  conlinnoui  ctnlurii-o,  will  not  woniler  ihst  lliry  w«r« 
vlftltrtl  with  4ikIi  horrors  at  the  Ulr  rrvuliilion,  l>ut  raltirr  llml  lh«  j 
jud|[iD«ati  fif  tiod  did  not  Tall  upon  thnn  looner.  Jer.  xuvti.  10. 
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bjlun:  build  yi*  fiouses,  and  dwell  in  Ihem;  uml  plunt  gar. 
^vx»r  A"^  *^^^  ''"^  ^'^^^  of^  itieiii  ;*  take  ye  wive«,  aud  beget 
sons  and  daughters;  nnd  take  wives  for  your  sons,  and  give 
your  dnnghlcrs  to  husbands,  that  they  may  bear  sons  and 
daughiers ;  that  ye  may  he  iucrcascd  tht>re,  and  not  diini- 
nuhrd.  And  seek  tlie  peace  uf  the  city,  whitht^r  I  have 
csused  you  to  be  carried  avray  eaptitcs,  and  pray  unto 
'JehoTsb  for  it:   for  in  the  {itracc  Ihrreof,  ifhallye  have  peace. 

Fur  thus  sailh  Jehovah  uf  Hosts,  the  God  of  Israel ;  Let  uot 
your  pniphets,  and  your  diviners,  thut  be  in  the  mitUt  of  you, 
drreive  you,  iiriiher  hearken  to  your  dri'utns  which  ye  cause 
to  be  drcaniefl.  For  tbey  prophesy  fHlsely  unto  you  in  tny 
name:  I  bare  not  sent  them,  tiaitb  Jehovah. 

For  thus  snitb  Jehovah,  that  afler  >«veutyyi>ar8  be  acroiu- 
ptikhed  at  Bah)  ton.  I  will  visit  you  and  perform  luy  gouil  word 
toward  you.  in  raiuinj^  you  to  return  to  ibis  place.  For  I 
know  fhe  thoughts  ihat  I  think  tnwanb  you,  luiith  Jehovah, 
thoughts  of  pence,  and  not  of  evil,  l»  give  you  an  expected 
end.  Then  sfmll  ye  call  upon  mc,  and  ye  shall  go  and  pray 
unto  me,  and  I  will  hearken  unto  ynu.  And  ye  shall  seek 
me,  and  find  mi*,  when  ye  shall  search  for  me  with  all  vour 
heart.  And  I  will  be  found  of  you,  saitb  Jehovah :  and  1  will 
turn  away  your  captivity,  and  I  will  pitlter  you  from  all  the 
naiioRs,  and  from  all  the  places  uhilher  I  have  driven  you, 
saith  JeliDvah  :  and  I  will  bring:  you  ag^in  into  the  plac«* 
whrtjco  I  caused  you  to  be  carried  away  capiive. 

Because  ye  have  said,  Jehovah  hath  ruisrd  u«  up  prophets 
in  Hahylon:  know  (hat  thus  saith  Jehovah,  concerTiingi*  the 
king  that  ■>tttelh  upon  thu  throne  of  David,  nn<l  ainceming 

*  "  Ttiis  thews  ihsl  the  Jewt  wcr*  not  made  tlavpft,  bat  were 
•itcMDed,  mil  oiKilv  a  cnlon)'  to  plant  the  theti  rnlargtd  cliy  of  Balty- 
Um.  where  tlirjr  tiar)  houses  iflij  land*,  and  their  own  aerf  snti,  and 
Ibdr  own  laws."    Bp.  Wiuojr. 

t  filaxDrj,  Buslorf. 
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all  the  people  that  dwellelh  in  this  city,  uu\  conretmng  your 
brfihrvn,  tliat  am  not  g(Hie  forth  with  you  into  captivity; 
thus  s^iith  JchoTjh  of  Hcj^ts ;  lKTht>ld,  I  n  ill  send  ujion  ibetn 
Ihc  Kword,  the  famiiw,  and  the  ppslilef>re;  and  I  will  make 
Ihcm  liko  rile  figs^  that  cunnol  bt  eaten,  they  arc  so  evil. 
And  I  irill  pers(^cutc  them  with  the  sword,  with  the  famine, 
and  witli  the  pestilence,  und  will  deliver  them  to  be  msoved  ^M 
to  all  the  kingdoms  of  the   earth,   to   be  a  curae,  and  an  ^^ 
astoniKhuicnt,   and  :ui  hissin;^,  and  a  reproach  among  all  the 
nalinns  whither  I  h:ivednv(>n  thcni:  bccau*-  they  have  not 
hearkened  to  my  words,  saith  Jehovah,  which  I  sent  onto 
thoin  by  my  servants,  the  prophets,  ris)ng-i)p«arly  and  send-  H 
ing  ihcni :  hut  yv  wuuld  noi  tit-nr,  H»i(h  Jehovuh. 

Hear  ye,  therefon>,  the  won!  of  Ji'hovnh,  all  ye  of  the  eap- 
livity,  whom  I  havescnt  from  Jcmsah^n  to  Babylon  :  tbiissaitfi 
J(4iovnh  of  Hosts,  the  Cod  of  l;>niel,  con«?min'^  Abab.  tlioson 
ofKolainh,  ami  concerning^  Zt<dekiah,  the  son  of  MuaRciah,  who 
pn)pln'S)'  a  lie  imto  you  in  my  nnmor  b4>hold,  I  will  dpliver 
tlicm  into  the  hitnd  of  NebtK-hadnczzar,  kin;;  of  Dahylon : 
and  be  shall  alay  th«<n  before  your  eyes :  and  of  tbeni  ahidl 
be  takon  up  a  corse,  by  all  the  onplivity  of  Jiidah,  whirh 
arc  in  Hahylon,  suyin;:^,  Jehoviih  make  thee  tike  7.edeki«h|  i 
and  like  Ahab,  whom  the  kiu^  of  Babylon  ronstiKl  iu  tlio 
tiro;*  because  they  liavo  committed  rillanv  in  Israel,  uzul  | 
have  conunitlod  aduliiTy  with  their  nr>ii^hbuurs'  wiv(»,  uul 
have  Hpoken  lyin^  words  in  my  imnte,  which  1  havo  not 
cotnmaiKlcd  tbnm;  even  1  know,  and  am  a  witness,  s 
Jehovah. 


•  *'  Tba  Jew»  who  wstw  MurtMl  aw»y  «apllr«f  with  JHiulnehia,  j 
betnK  (lltcourftfeil  rroiii  sctl)iit||[  niid  mikiiiff  ini|irovmirnl4  in  th«l 
liincl  of  the  cwplirity  liy  ihilr  h\tt  pri>|thfls,  Ji-rniilnli  wfotvltilsl 
prnph«c;  to  undeceive  Iheni.  Ami  Ncliuclin'ttiuKx»r  tiitnscir,  fliu|i«^l 
tliBl  Itif  »i-  UUt>  prophets  dlscouroKDd  tbc  peoplr,  onlvriHl  lh«in  to  b«  [ 
roasted  to  deitb,  accoidtng  to  llUa  vrrf  prDphrr)."    Br-  Wilkop. 
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Thus  &liaH  thou  atso  Mp'uk  to  Sbemaiah,  the  NcM- 
MMte*  saving.  Thus  spt-aketh  Juhovub  of  HokI»,  the 
God  of  Isrsptt  wiyiiijf,  HecauHe  thim  ha&t  sent  tetters  iii  thy 
MBHT,  unto  all  the  peoplt>  ihai  ;ure  -aX  Jeruiialeii),  iind  ut 
SKflphfttiiah,  the  son  of  MiUiM.'iah.  llic  priest,  and  to  al)  llw 
primts,  saying,  Jehovah  hulh  raadi?  (hee  priest  in  the  stead 
uf  Jehuiaifci,  tiH<!  priest,  that  yc  shoiikl  be  otiicers  in  the  houiio 
of  Johov^  for  every  man  thut  \s  mad  and  ntaketli  liinisolf  a 
prophet,  that  thou  shuulilest  put  him  in  |)ri.sAn,  and  in  thn 
itoHu,  Now,  therefore,  why  hast  thou  not  reproved  Jere- 
miah of  A  oaiboth,  wlw  niakelh  himself  a  prophet  to  you? 
For  therefore  he  sent  nnio  us  in  Habylon,  saying.  This  cap- 
tivity is  \uhq:  buihl  ye  boiwi-s,  ;uul  dwell  in  tbeni:  and 
plant  gardens,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them.  And  !£ephaniab, 
tlie  priest,  read  this  letter  in  the  oars  of  Joreutiah,  tbo 
pnipfaoL. 

Then  came  the  word  uf  Jehurab  unto  Jeremiab^  sayinj^, 
Sewilo  all  tbcm  of  the  captivity,  saying,  Thiui  aaith  Jeho- 
vah, eoBCemiiig  Sbemaiah,  the  >eh«laniile;  l>ecaU)U)  that 
Sbemaiah  hulh  pntphesied  unto  you,  and  I  sent  him  not, 
and  be  caused  you  to  trust  in  a  lie:  iberefbre,  thus  sailh 
idionJi;  behold,  I  will  punish  Sbemaiah.  the  Nebelamite, 
and  hia  seed :  he  sliall  not  hare  a  man  to  dwell  araon? 
his  people ;  neitlter  khall  he  behold  the  };4>chI  that  I  will  do 
Car  my  penple,  sailh  Jebuv:ih  ;  berauwe  be  bath  taughi  r»beU 
lion  apunst  Jehovah.* 

About  the  fourth  year  ufthe  rei^  of  ihi»  prince,  but  the 
exact  |>eriori  or  occiiston  Ik  not  qtiite  evident,  he  appears  to 
have  dLiJCOvered  sonie  dispoAiliun  to  Hhahe  off  the  authority 
of  the  Babylonian,  upon  which  Jeremiah  admuniithed  him, 
■ajris^,  6009*  yonr  m^ks  under  the  yoke  of  the  kin;;  of 
Babylon,  and  serve  him   and   hit  people,  and  lire.      Why 


I 
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will  ye  di*f,  Ihou  and  thy  people,  by  the  sword,  hy  tl 
famine,  and  by  the  peHtileuce,  as  Jebovah  hath  spoke 
against  the  nation  that  nill  not  serve  the  king  of  Babylon  i 
Therefore,  hearken  nut  iintn  the  words  of  the  propht^is  iha|1 
speak  unto  you,  saying.  Ye  shall  not  sorvp  the  kin^  uf  Uaby^l 
Ion  :  for  they  prophemi'  a  He  unto  you.  For  1  have  not  i 
Ihem,  (taiih  Jehovah,  yet  they  prophesy  a  lie  in  my  name  ;1 
that  I  mi^^hi  drive  yon  out,  and  that  ye  might  porifih,  ye,| 
and  the  prophela  thai  prophesy  unto  you. 

Also.  !  spake  to  the  priests  and  to  all  this  people,  saying* ' 
Thus  sailh  Jehovah  ;  hearken  not  to  the  words  of  your  pro- 
phHs  thnt  prophesy  unto  you,  saying,  behold,  the  vessels  of  J 
Jehovah's  house  shall  now  shortly  be  brought  a^fain  irooil 
Babylon:  forthey  prophesy  a  lie  onto  you.   Hearken  not  unto 
them;  serrolhc  king  of  Babylon,  and  live:  wherefore  should  j 
this  city  Im  laid  waste?      Dul  if  they  be  prophets,  and  if  iIm] 
word  of  Jehovah  be  with  them,  let  them  now  make  interresaion  1 
to  Jehovah  of  IIostH,  that  the  vessels  which  are  left  in  the- J 
house  of  Jehovah,  and  in  the  house  of  the  king  of  Judab,  and 
Jenisateni,  go  nnl  to  Baltylon. 

For  thus  satth  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  concerning  the  pitlazSy  mnd  * 
concerning  the  sea,  and  coneeming  the  bases,  and  concerning 
the  residue  of  the  vessels  thai  remain  in  this  city,  wbicb 
Ncb<ichadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  took  not  when  he  carried 
away  captive  Jeconiah,  the  son  of  Ji'hoiakim,  king  of  Judab, 
from  Jerusalem  to  Babylon,  and  all  the  nobles  of  Judah  and 
Jerusalem :  yea,  tfana  saith  Jehovali  of  Hosts,  the  God  of 
Israel,  conri>ruiug  the  vessels  that  remain  in  the  house  of  , 
Jebovah*  and  in  the  house  of  the  king  uf  Judah,  and  of 
Jerusalem ;  Ihcy  shall  be  carried  to  Ijabyton,  and  tliere  shall 
tbey  be  until  the  day  that  I  visit  them,  saith  Jehovali :  tboa 
will  I  bring  them  up,  and  a^sture  them  to  this  place.* 


4 
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Hananiah,  a  wirknl  prophet,  baring  taunted  Jeremiah, 
vty'mgt  Thus  siiith  Jvhuvah  tjf  HmXs,  tbc  Goil  of  Israel; 
Within  two  full  years  will  1  briog*  agaiD  into  Ibis  place 
all  the  resscls  of  the  house  of  JehoTuh,  that  Nobuchad- 
uczzafi  kiii;^  of  Uabylun^  luuk  away  from  this  pluccj  and 
carried  ihcni  tu  Bahyloii;  and  1  will  bring  n^ain  tti  this 
place  Jecuoiah,  the  son  of  Jehuiakini,  king'  of  Judab,  with 
all  tlie  captives  of  Judah,  ibal  went  into  Babylon,  saith 
Jehovah  :  tor  1  will  break  Ibe  yoke  of  the  king  of  llabylon  ;* 
llieman  of  God  replied,  with  a  hearty  Aioen,  Jehovah  du  so; 
Jebovah,  perform  thy  words  which  tbnu  haxt  pniphesied^  tit 
brin^f  ag:tin  the  vessels  of  Jehovah's  boi»t>,  and  all  that  is 
carried  away  captive,  from  Babylon  into  this  place  !  Never* 
Iheless,  hear  thiMi  now  this  word  that  1  s|KNik  in  Ihino  ean^ 
aod  In  the  ears  of  all  the  people  ;  the  pn>pheta  that  have  been 
before  me  and  lx*foretbre  of  old,  prophesied  both  against  many 
cutinlrica  and  against  great  kin«doni«,  of  war,  and  of  evil,  and 
of  pestilence.  I'he  prophet  which  prophesietb  uf  peace,  when 
the  word  of  the  prophet  shall  come  tu  pass,  then  shall  the 
prophet  be  known,  that  Jehovah  hath  tndy  sent  faim.i- 

Then  llananiah,  the  prophet,  took  the  yoke  from  off  the 
prophet  Jeremiah's  neck,  and  l>rake  It.  And  Hananiah  cipako 
in  the  presence  of  all  the  people,  saying.  Thus  saith  Jehovah; 
Erm  w  will  I  break  the  yoke  of  Nnbuchadnezzar,  king  of 

•  Jpf.  xstHl.  t— 4. 
t  **  That  li,  yo«  Hy  that  Nebncbndnexctr  nhall  not  over  throw  Ibia 
olty;  uid  that,  In  lico  i/eara  from  tliis  time,  not  only  the  sncml  vcfficli 
afrroi/jF  taien  ab-ay  nhall  bf  restored,  but  il«o  that  Jeconiai,  «ntl  aft 
Ifn  JewUh  eefUtei,  hKrII  be  restored,  and  the  BabyU^hk yok«  broken, 
we  T.  If— 4.  Now  /  sty,  that  Ncbaehadnezzar  will  come  thtM  yrar^ 
and  destroy  this  city,  and  lead  away  the  rest  of  (lie  people  into  eap> 
tlvfty,  and  the  reit  of  thft  flocrod  veaieUt  and  tbal  tlicru  will  be  no 
restoration  of  any  kbd  till  tcrtnty  yean  rrora  thU  lime.'*  A.  CiaBKt. 
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Bubylon,  from  the  neck  uf  all  nations,  within  the  space  oflWo 
full  yi*ars.     Ami  tlio  pr»ptii>t  JiTcniiah  went  tii-i  way. 

ThiMithe  woni  of  Jehovah  camcunto  Jeremiah,  the  prophcti 
after  that  Hanaiiiuh,  the  prophet,  had  broken  the  yoke  from 
off  the  neck  of  the  prophet  Jer(>niiali«  saying*  Co  and  tell 
tlananiah,  Raying,  Thus  suith  Jehovah  ;  Thou  hast  broken  the 
yokes  of  wood  ;  but  thou  Rhatt  make  for  them  yokes  of  iron. 
Fur  ibu-t  sailli  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  Urael:  I  have 
put  a  yoke  of  Iron  upon  the  neck  of  all  these  nations,  that 
they  may  servo  Nelmchadnezzar,  kin^  of  Babylon ;  and  they 
shall  servo  him  :  and  I  have  given  him  the  lieastx  of  Ihe  field 

JLlfiO. 

Then  said  the  prophet  Jeremiah  unto  Hananial),  the  pro- 
phet. Hear  now,  Hunaniah  ;  Jehtivah  bath  not  ^eut  thee,  but 
thou  makitst  this  piKiple  to  Irunt  in  a  lie.  Therefore,  ihiissfuth 
Jehovah  ;  liehuld,  1  will  cast  thee  fromofTthe  face  of  the  earth: 
this  year  thou  shalt  die,  because  thou  hast  taught  n?bolliun 
against  Jeliovah.  So  llaiianiah,  the  prophr^l,  died  the  Hune 
year,  in  the  seventh  month.*  And  the  probability  is,  that  this  fl 
solemn  judgment  of  GikI,  upou  the  Inng  prophet,  rcsitrained 
(he  rcbdlioiw  fooling  of  Zedekiah  for  that  period. t 

In  the  fil^h  year  of  the  captivity  uf  Jehoiakim,  and  conse* 
quetilly  uf  the  rei^  of  Zedekiah.  the  vision  of  the  four 
cherubims  and  the  four  wheels  was  revealed  to  tl»e  prapliet 
Ezckiel  at  Babylon;^  and  the  n^capitutaiion  of  bis  forbear- 
ance with  the  houses  of  Israel  and  Judah  ;^  and  the  chamben 
of  imaffcry;!!    coocluding,  bawever»  with  an   encoura^ng 


*  JKt.  xxtUI-A — 17.  "  Thit  U,  williin  two  nonlhi ;  uitl  th«  fteath 
of  llanaaloh  lliu>  prtHlleted,  was  Qotl's  teat  to  the  words  of  hU  jinn 
phcl,  EBil  ought  to  havA  ^netl  great  rrpdlt  lo  thnt  prnphrl's  fi 
tieo  amoDf  the  peopli."    A.Clammw.  Br.  Wiuok. 
t  Prid.l.  101.  ;  Exek.  I.  li.  Hi. 
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promise:  Tims  satih  Jeliovah,  God;  AUboiigh  I  have  cast 
them  far  off  among  the  heathen,  and  alUiough  I  have  scattered 
them  anions^  the  countries,  yet  will  1  be  to  tbeni  as  a  little 

ctuary  in  lhi>  countries  where  they  shall  come.  Therefore 
f,  tfiasaaitb  Jehovah,  God;  1  will  even  jET&thcr  you  from 
the  people,  and  assemble  you  out  of  the  countries  where  ye 
hare  been  scattered,  and  1  tviU  g;ive  you  the  land  of  Israel. 
And  they  aha II  come  Ihltber,  aad  they  shall  take  away  all 
(he  deetesluble  things  thereof,  and  all  the  abottiinalJODS 
thereof  from  thence.  And  1  will  give  them  one  heart,  and 
I  will  put  a  new  spirit  withio  you ;  and  I  will  take  the  stony 
heart  out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  an  heart  of  flesh  : 
(hat  they  may  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  keop  my  ordinances, 
and  do  thcni :  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be 
thrirGod.  But  as  for  them  whose  heart  walkcth  aAer  the 
heart  of  their  d<?testahle  things  and  their  abominations,  I  will 
ROoTn|>eiiM*  their  way  Tipon  their  own  heads,  saith  Jehovah, 
God.  Th<>ii  did  the  cheruhiius  lift  up  their  win<;it,  and  ibe 
wheels  beside  them  ;  utid  the  ^lory  of  the  God  of  Jsrael  was 
over  thciu  above.  And  the  glory  of  Jehovah  went  up  from 
the  midftt  of  the  city,  and  stood  u[>on  the  mountain  which  is 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city.  Tlien  1  s|Uike  unto  them  of  the 
captivity,  of  all  the  thing;)  that  Jehovah  tiad  shewed  me.* 

In  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Zedckiuh,  God  still 
n^calet)  IiIk  further  pur^ioses  of  judgment  and  mercy  to  the 
same  prophet.f 

Through  the  anger  of  Jehovah,  it  came  to  pass  that  ttiia 
prince  rebelled  af^ainsi  the  kin^  of  Babylon:^  upon  which  a 
iitrther  denunciation  a;;ainst  liim  was  revealed  to  Ezekiel; 
Say  now  to  the  rebelliouii  hou-se ;  know  ye  not  what  these 
tbinga  mean  ?    Tell  theni,  buliuld,  the  king  of  Babylon  is 


•  Ezek.  xt.  IA-46.  t  Ezek.  xil— xlx. 

X  3  Klogi,  ulv.  W.     3  ChroB.  xuvi.  13.     Jer.  lU.  >. 
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come  to  Jonisalem,  and  hath  taken  tho  kin^  thereof,  and 
princes  tliertHif,  :iik)  led  them  with  him  !<■  Babylon ;  and 
batb  taken  of  tlic  king's  seed,  and  inado  a  covenant  with 
him,  and  hiilh  taken  an  oath  of  him  :  he  halh  also  token  the 
mi^lity  uf  the  Und :  thai  the  kinp:doin  might  be  base,  that  ii 
migrht  not  litl  itself  u|s  but  that  by  keeping  of  hU  cuvenani 
it  niig^ht  stand.  But  ha  rebelled  >ig:aiast  hini,  in  sending^  hit 
ambassadors  into  EK'>'pt,  that  ther  tiii{;ht  pre  bim  hom 
and  much  people.  Shall  he  prosper  '  Shall  he  escape  thai 
dueili  BQch  things  ?  Or  shall  he  break  the  covenant,  and  bs 
d«4ivered  ?  As  1  live,  saitb  Jehovah,  God,  surely  in  the  placo 
where  tlae  king  dwelleth  that  nmde  him  king,  who«e  oath  ha 
detifiiiied,  and  whose  covenant  he  brake»  even  with  bim  in 
tlie  midst  uf  Balnion  he  shall  die.  N'eitiier  shall  PImraub 
with  his  mighty  army  and  great  company  make  for  hiui  in 
the  war,  by  casting  up  mounta^  and  Ixulding  forts,  to  cut  off 
nany  [>enMns:  seeing  he  demised  the  onth  by  breaking  the 
covenant,  when,  lo,  he  ha<l  given  his  hawl,  and  hath  done 
all  these  things,  he  shall  not  escape.  Thcr^ore,  thus  saitb 
JehuTab,  Cod;  as  I  live,  sorely  mine  oath  that  he  hath  de*- 
pised,  and  mr  covenant  that  he  hath  broken,  even  it  nill  1 
recompense  upon  his  own  head.  And  I  will  spread  my  net 
upon  him.  and  be  shall  bn  taken  in  my  snare,  and  I  will 
bring  him  to  Babylon,  and  will  plead  with  him  there  fur  his 
trespass,  that  h«>  hath  tres[»a£aod  against  me.  And  all  his 
(tigitives  with  all  his  bands  shall  &U  by  the  sword,  and  lhi>y 
that  remain  shall  be  scattered  toward  all  winds:  snd  je 
shall  know  that  1  Jehovah  have  spoken  it.* 

But  not  only  did  Zedekiali  stiffen  his  neck  and  harden  his 
h<!art  from  tuniing  unto  Jobovah,  the  God  of  Israel,  but  all  the 
chief  of  the  priests,  and  the  people,  tmnagrfsscd  rcry  mucJi, 
after  all  the  abominations  of  the  heathen ;  and  polluted  the 
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house  of  Jehovah,  which  he  liad  hallowed  in  Jenutalcra. 
And  Jehu vah,  Ihe  God  of  their  lathers,  sent  to  them  by  his 
moMongert,  rising  up  betimes,  and  sending;  because  ha  had 
cmnpMsion  on  his  people,  und  on  bin  dwi>Uin@:  place;  but 
ihey  nioeked  the  messengers  of  God,  and  despised  his  words, 
and  mintised  his  prophets,  uatil  the  wrath  of  Juhovah  arose 
againKt  his  people,  till  there  was  no  remf^dy." 

In  the  ointh  year  of  his  reign,  Nebuchadnezzar  inarched 
with  a  large  army  to  punish  Zedekiah's  rebcUion^t  ^ud 
having'  b<r<m  directed  by  lot  to  proceed  against  Jenualem* 
rather  than  the  Ammonitefi,  who  had  also  entered  into  the 
laiue  conspirary,^  he  besie^d  that  devoted  city  in  form. 

At  the  commenroment  of  the  siege,  tlie  final  result  was 
rvTvolcd  to  Ex^kiel,  by  the  type  of  a  boiling  pot,  and  Iha 
death  of  bis  wife,  the  desire  of  his  eyes.§ 

Tbo  Biegn  bad  proceeded  about  a  3'eflr,  tind  llie  city  wu 
ly  invcsled,  when  Jehovah  sent  Jeremiah  to  Zodekiali, 
,  Thus  sailh  JrhoTnh,tl)eGod  of  Israel :  Go  and  speak 
to  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah,  and  tell  him,  thus  salth  Je- 
hovmh ;  behold,  I  will  give  this  city  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  he  shall  burn  it  with  ftre:  and  thou 
fthalt  not  f«cape  out  of  his  hand,  but  shall  sun>ly  bu  taken, 
and  delivere<l  into  his  bond;  and  tliinc  eyes  shidl  behold  the 
qrcB  of  Ihe  king  of  Babylon,  ami  he  sliall  speak  with  thco 


•  3  Chrofi.  Kxivi.  1»— 1«. 
t  fl  King*,  nv.  1-     9  Chran.  xuvl.  17.    Jcr.  Ul.  4. 

I  The  lot  wai  thus,  they  wrote  oa  sefertl  arrow*  the  Dtnec  of  tha 
dlict  thty  Intended  to  luklie  wir  uksioiI,  and  then  pulling  Ibem  pro- 
raltcuouftly  all  to^ellirr  into  a  quivpr,  that  city  whose  oatno  was 
on  tlie  arrow  Qrst  drawn,  vaa  the  first  they  assaulted.  Prld>  I.  108. 
May  we  uot  draw  an  Inference  front  Ezck.  xdv.  tb— 9i-,  that  God 
has  frequently  conlroUiMl  the  heathen  oracka  and  supenUlLoQf,  to 
nperliulucfi  lUa  owa  parposesl 

\  Esok.xxlv. 
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uionth  to  monlH,  and  thon  shall  go  lo  Bnbvlon.*  VH  bear 
the  word  of  jDhovaii,  O  /cdekiaii,  king  of  Judali;  Ihm  jfiiith 
Jehovah  concemmg  lhec,thou  shall  nut  die  by  Ibe  swuni :  but 
thou  shall  die  in  pcare  :  anif  with  tbo  burnin^H  of  thy  iulhcrSr 
the  former  kinfip»  which  were  before  thee,  wj  shall  lliey  Ixim 
odonnt^vrtheeiHiul  they  will  bmeiit  ihcc, saying.  Ah,  lori)!^ 

This  messa;i:c  so  provokwl  Zedckiab,  that  he  shnl  up  th«t 
prophet  in  the  court  of  tbe  prison,  which  was  in  Ibe  palacr,§ 

During  tin*    prophet's   confinement  he  pnrchiised    of  hi« 
undo  Hanaroeel,  by  the  direction  of  God,  a  field  sitaatr  bi 
Analholh  for  seventeen  shekels  of  riWer,    by  wmy  of 
couragement  to  believe  in  the  prophecies  of  restoration,  am  ' 
well  as  those  for  dcstruction.il     And  npou  thai  vcc-aoioa  Ire 
oflered  np  the  folkiwing  liesutiful  prayer :  Ah,  Jehovah,  Gotl  1 
behold,   thou  hast  made  the  heaven  and  the  earth  by  Uiy  ' 
great  power  and  Ktrolehed  out  ami,  and  there  is  nolhiug  too 
itard  for  thee:    thoo  shewest  lovioerkindDestt  unto  tfaowadlij 
and  nHTOmpensest  the  hiiquily  of  the  fathers  inta  the  I 
of  their  children  after  them:    the  ^eot,   the  mifrbly  Go^  j 
Jehovah  of  (loHts.  is  bu  oatne,  f>7eat  in  roansel,  and  migh^ 
in  work :    for  tlitiie  eyi-»  nn?  open  upon  all  the  ways  of  tba- 
■ons  of  men  :   to  piv«  evcr>-  one  accnr«)inier  to  his  wayt,  mkI  ' 
aceordin?  to  the  fimit  of  his  doin^ :  which  htuA  ael  dgm  awl  I 
wondere  in  ih^  hind  of  E^rypt,  even  unto  tlrifl  day,  and  III  I 
Israel,   and   among  men ;    and    hxHt    made   thee   a   name, 
sa  it  ia  this  day;  and  hast  brought  forth  thy  people  Israeli 
out  of  the  land  of  E«>-pt  with  signs,  and  with  wonders,  and  t 
with  M  strong  hand,  and  with  a  uretrhed  out  ann,    and  with 
j^rnil  lemif ;  and  bast  given  tlimi  this  lanil,  which  thou  didat 

*  Hre  th«  aceanle,  and  rery  extraordinary  falBInient  of  this  pr»> 
phoey,  faUy  established  against  the  iaSdcl  Paine,  by  David  E^vl. — -| 
LaUers.  p.  180. 

t  8  Chroo.  xtl.  U.  ♦  Jer.  xx«It.  «— JJ. 
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vwew  1o  their  fathers  1o  ^ivc  ikeuit  a  tiinil  fluwit^  with  milk 
and  huiMnr;   anH  tht>y  came  in,   and  poEsessed  it;  but  lh(*y  , 
obeyed  not  thy  voiro,  uoithcr  walked  iu  thy  law ;  they  hara* 
done  nothing  of  nil  that  thou  rommandest  ttipni  tu  do ;  there- 
fore thou  haxt  caused  all  this  evil  tu  r<aiic  upon  Ibem  :    behold 
Ihe  Bwunis,*  tbry  art^  rum*'  unto  the  city  to  take  it ;  and  the 
city  is  givfu  into  ihi-  hiind  of  the  Chaldean:^,    that  figbti 
a^inst  it,  bocauKL>  of  the  sword,  and  of  the  famine,  and  of  ^ 
tbc  pestilcnrc,  ajnd  what  thou  hast  spoken  is  come  to  pass; 
and,  behold,  Ibou  seest  if.     And  thou  hast  sa'ul  unio  me,  O. 
Jehovah,  Cod,  Buy  thee  the  field  for  money,  and  tako  wit- , 
ntmea :  for  tbe  city  is  given  into  the  band  of  the  Chaldeans.f 
To  this  patbetir  siippltrjilton,   Jehovah   wa^  p1oa!>ed  to 
return  a  very  grarious  mid  ennoura^nff  answrr:  Bi-hutd,  I 
am  Jehovah,  the  God  of  all  flesh  :      Is  thfre  any  thing  too 
hard  for  me  ?    Therefore,  (bus  saith  Jehovah  ;   Behold,  1  wilt 
five  thin  eit)-  into  the  band  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  into  the 
luuid  (if  Nebufhadnczzar,  kin;;^  of  Babylon,  and  he  sIkUI  lake* 
it :  md  the  Chahleans,  that  fig-hl  ugaitist  this  lily,  shall  come 
Bud  Mrt  fire  on  this  city,  and  hunt  it,  with  tbo  houseii  upon 
whogie  roofx  they  hnve  offered  ineonw*  nnto  Baal,  aral  ponred 
out  drink  (dferinfjs  milo  other  ^>ds,  to  provoke  nie  lo  nnj^er. 
For  the  ebildren  of  Israel  and  the  children  of  Judidi  hiivc  onlv 
done  evil  iH'fort*  me  from  their  youth:    for  the  rhildren  of 
Ivrvel  hove  only  provoked  me  tu  auger  with  the  work  of  their 
handN,  saith  Jehovah.     For  thin  rily  hsth  binm  to  me  as  a 
provocation  of  mine  an^r  and  of  my  fur>-,  from  the  day  that 
tticy  built  it  oven  unto  this  day,  that  I  ahuuld  n«tnovp  it  A^uu 
before  my  (are;  lieraasc  of  all  thi*  e\U  of  thr  ebildren  of 
laid,  and  of  the  children  of  Judah,  which  they  have  done  to 
pxuvoke  me  to  anger^  they,  Ibcur  kings,  llieir  princes,  their 

*  Eo^aM  UKit  ID  a  lirgr.     Burtlcr,  Ot  L.  No.  077. 
t  Jcr.  uxll.  IT^iA- 
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prif^ste,  and  their  prophets,  and  the  men  of  Judab,  and  i 
inhabitanls  of  Jcni)i:i1oni,     And  ihey  hart^  turned  uiilo  me' 
the  huck  and  nut  the  face  :*  though  I  taught  them,  rising  up 
oiirly  and  tcarding  them,   yet  they  have  not  hearkened  to 
receive  instruction.     But  Ibcy  set  their  abominations  in  tli 
home,  which  is  called  by  my  name,  to  defile  it.     And  the 
built  the  hii^h  places  of  Baal,  which  are  in  the  valley  of  til 
son  of  lliiitioni,  to  cauiw  their  sons  and  their  daughters  I 
Ivans  through  the  tire  outo  Moleoh ;  which  i  commanded  th(^«d 
not,  neiiher  came  it  into  my  mind,  that  they  should  do  tliil 
aliomiitation,  to  cause  Jnduh  to  sin. 

And  now,  therefore,  thus  suith  Jehovah,  (he  (im)  of  Ih 
concerning  this  city,  whereof  ye  say.  It  shall  lie  deliver 
Into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon  hy  the  sword,  and  I 
(he  famine,    and  hy  the  pestilence;    behold,    I   will  ifDibq 
them  out  uf  all  countries,  whither  1  have  driven   Ifaem 
mine  anger,  and  in  my  fury,  and  in  g-reat  wruth  ;  and  I 
bring  them  a^in  unto  this  place,  and  I  will  cause  them  to' 
dwell  safely  :  and  ihey  shall  be  my  people,  ami  I  will  be  their 
God  :*  and  1  will  give  them  one  heart  and  one  way,  that  the 
may  fear  me  for  ever,  for  the  good  of  ibem,  and  of  tha 
children  aAer  them :  and  I  will  make  an  everl:isting  cure 
with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  fnun  them,  to  do  iIm 
goo<l ;   But  1  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  sha 
not  depart  from  me.     Yea,  1  will  rejoice  over  them  to 
them  good,  and  I  will  plant  them  in  this  land  a^nredly  will 
my  whole  heart,  and  willi  my  \«hole  tuAt\.     I'or  thus 
Jehovah ;  likr  as  I  have  brought  all  this  great  evil  ufion  111 
people,  so  will  I  bring  upon  them  all  the  good  that  I  hare" 
promised   them.     And  heUIs  shall  be  l)ougbt  In  this  land. 


'  ThoH  who  rltllcutv  lh«  idea  of  a  IKaral,  or  ul  Irul  niitloRi)  i 
nUon  vr  th*  Jkv%,  iliould  Inrorro  ui  when  Utts  pri>{il)ccy  hu 
rutDUed. 
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whereof  )'<*  snr*  It  U  desolatf  without  man  or  boHst ;  it  i» 
^vea  intothc  bandof  tbcCh:Udcans.  Men  hhall  buy  fields  fur 
Qonpy,  and  subscribe  cvidnicos,  a.iid  stal  them^  and  take 
wUnessea  in  the  land  of  Bcnjoinin,  and  in  thR  places  about 
Jemsalcm,  and  in  the  cities  v{  Judab^  and  in  the  cities  of 
the  monnlaina,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  valley,  and  in  the  cities 
of  the  south  -.  f'jr  I  will  cause  their  captivity  to  return,  saith 
Jehovah.* 

Call  unto  me,  an<l  I  uill  answer  thee,  and  shew  tlieo 
preat  and  niif;hty  ihingis,  which  thou  knowest  not.  Fur  thus 
saitb  Jehovah,  the  GimI  of  Israel,  ronr^rning' tlie  liouttes  of 
thia  city,  and  concerning*  the  hou»>s  of  ibck  ings  of  Judah, 
which  are  thrown  down  by  the  ntouiitH,  and  by  the  snurd ; 
Ihey  come  to  light  with  the  Cbaldeana,  but  it  ia  to  fill 
them  uilb  the  dead  botlies  of  men,  whom  I  have  slain  in 
mine  an^r  and  in  my  fury,  and  fur  all  nho^e  uirkedness 
1  have  hid  my  face  from  tbi^  city.  Behold,  1  will  bring  it 
health  and  cure,  und  I  will  cure  theui,  and  will  reveal  uuto 
tbem  the  abundance  uf  peace  and  truth:  and!  Mill  cause 
the  caplivily  of  Judah  and  the  capljvitj'  of  lauclt  to  return, 
and  will  build  them,  as  at  the  fiisl.  And  1  will  cleanse 
them  from  all  ibeir  iniquity,  whereby  ibey  have  sinned 
■gainst  me;  and  I  will  pardon  all  their  iniquitica,  whereby 
they  have  ainneil,  and  whereby  they  have  (ranaijresaed 
against  me.  And  it  shall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praise 
and  an  honour  befure  all  the  nations  of  ibe  earth,  uhicli  shall 
bear  all  the  good  that  1  do  untu  them:  and  ihey  shall  fear 
and  tremble  for  all  (he  goodness,  and  for  all  the  prosperity 
that  1  procure  unto  it.  Thus  sailb  Jehovah  ;  again  there 
•hall  be  beard  iu  this  place,  whiib  ye  say  sliall  be  desolate 

•  Jer.  wwli.  97— 4<k 
+  "  This  malt  respect  th«  Ull«r  Itnri,  for  the  Urn  triltM  dtd  aol 
return  with  Uie  Jews,  at  the  tenniaaliou  of  the  Mnentg  )  eara."     A. 
Clsuks. 
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without  man  and  without  beast,  even  Id  the  cities  of  Judab. 
aod  in  the  sirvets  uf  JiTtLialein,  llial  are  desulate,  witl>out 
man^  and  without  inhahit;iul«,  aud  wiiliout  bfaj>t,  ibti  vuicc 
of  joy,  and  the  voice  of  gladncas,  the  voiitc  of  tlie  bride- 
groom,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride,  the  voice  of  them  that 
shall  say,  praise  Jehovah  of  Hosts  ;  ibr  Jebovah  ia  good ;  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever :  and  of  thein  ibal  nbatl  bria^ 
the  sacrifice  of  praise*  into  tho  house  of  Jchovab.  For  1  will 
cause  to  return  the  captivity  of  the  land,  as  at  the  first,  saitb 
Jehovah. 

Thus  saith  Jehovah  of  Hosts  ;  again  in  thifi  place,  which 
is  desolate  without  man  and  without  beast,  and  in  all  Uw 
cities  thereof,  shall  bo  an  haltitation  of  shepherd:^,  causing 
tlieir  flockn  to  lie  down.  In  the  cities  of  the  muuutains,  in 
the  cities  of  the  vale,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  south,  and  iii 
the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  in  the  places  about  Jermudeni,  and 
in  the  cities  of  Judab,  sliall  the  Hocks  pass  againf  under  the 
hands  of  him  that  telleth  them,   saith  Jehovah. 

Behold,  the  dn^-s  come,  saith  Jehovah,  that  1  will  per- 
form that  good  thing  which  I  have  promised  unto  the  howe 
of  Israel,  and  tu  the  hoiwe  of  Judiih.  In  those  days,  and  at 
that  time,  will  1  cause  the  branch  of  rt'rhteau&ness  to  gruw 
up  unto  David ;  and  he  shall  execute  judgment  and  rigbleotw* 
ness  in  the  land.  In  those  days  shall  Judah  be  saved,  and 
Jenualetn  shall  dwell  safely  :  and  this  is  the  name  wherewith 
he  shall  be  called,  Jehovah  ocr  atORTEOusNESS.  For  thus 
taith  Jeliuvnh  ;  Dnvid  shall  never  w.iut  a  man  to  sit  upon  tliA 
throne  of  the  house  of  Israel;  neither  shall  the  priests,  the 
Leritcs,  want  a  man  before  me  to  iiHtT  burnt  nfK'nngs,  aad 
to  kindle  meal  uffcrings,  and  to  do  sacrifice  continually. 

Thus  nith  Jehovah ;  if  je  can  break  my  covenant  of  the 

•  Kr-thlsfnltltlwl.     Exrs,  III.  11. 
t  Thkt  1ft,  Tor  the  purpote  of  payioft  tribula  or  «utlom.  and  thas 
draollni  Ibi  pro>pct)lr  of  s  rrgularfovernmcnt.  Burder,  O.C.97S. 
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(tsr,  and  m^  coven&nt  of  the  iii^lit,  and  that  idere  sbuuld 
not  be  day  and  nig;ht  in  iheir  season;  then  may  also  my 
covenant  be  broken  ukh  David,  mv  si^rrant,  thai  lie  should 
not  have  a  sun  to  reign  upon  his  throne :  and  with  the  Lcvites, 
the  priests,  my  tninisters.  As  the  host  of  heaven  cannot  b« 
numher^d,  neither  tlie  sand  of  tlie  sea  measured  :  ao  will  I 
rnidtiply  the  hm^  of  David,  my  servant,  and  the  Levites  that 
minister  anto  me. 

Ccnaidereat  thou  not  wliai  this  people  have  spoken,  aaying, 
the  two  families  which  Jehovah  hath  chosen,  he  hath  even 
cast  tlicm  off?  Thus  they  have  deKpised  niy  people,  that 
6»T  fdiDuld  be  no  more  n  nation  Iiefure  ihem. 

Titos  saith  Jehovah;  if  my  ruvenant  Iw  not  with  day  and 
ni^hl,  and  if]  have  not  appointed  the  ordinances  of  hcaren 
aiHl  earth;  Ihi-n  will  I  cast  away  the  seed  of  Jacob*  and 
David,  in)  senant,  so  that  I  will  not  take  any  of  his  seed  to 
be  rulers  over  the  seetl  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob:  for  I 
will  cause  tlit-ir  captivity  to  return,  and  have  merry  on  them,* 

Notwithstanding  the  displeasure  uf  Ze<li.-ktah,  this  pro- 
phetic denunciation,  however,  and  the  pressure  of  the  siege, 
■l^ear  to  have  produced  a  trunsitor}'  effect  upon  the  so- 
vstvign  and  liis  people;  for  he  made  a  covenant  with  tbein 
to  proclaim  liberty  unto  them  ;t  that  every  man  shonld  let  his 
TDan  servant,  and  every  man  his  maid  servant,  being  an 
Hebrew  ur  an  Hohr^wess,  go  free ;  that  none  should  serve 
himself  nf  ibem,  to  wit,  of  a  Jew  his  brother.  Nuw  when 
aH  the  princes,  and  all  the  people,  whkh  had  entered  into 
tb«  covenant,  facArd  that  every  one  should  let  his  man  aer- 
Tint,  and  every  one  his  maid  senant,  go  free,  thai  none 
■hoald  serve  themselves  of  them  any  more,  then  they  obeyed, 
and  Ut  them  go.^ 
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Pharaoh,  kiug  of  Eg}-p!/  having  marched  out  of  his  own 
lerritorit>s  with  a  large  anur,  in  ortler  to  relieve  Jerusalem; 
Ncbiichudnezzar  raised  the  aiege.t  ami  proceeded  towards 
the  E^'ptians,  having  first,  however,  sent  all  the  Jewish 
captives  already  taken, iu  the  number  uf  83'2,  to  Babylon. ^ 

Upon  tho  departure  of  the  Chaldean  army,  Jeremiah 
seems  tu  have  been  set  at  Iiber1y,§  and  Zedekiah,  naturally 
desirous  of  knowing  what  wuuld  be  the  result  of  Ihe  expected 
conflict  between  the  BHbyIoni>!h  and  Egyptian  monarchB, 
sent  Jehural  and  Zephaniah  to  Jeremiah,  saving:,  pnynow 
unto  Jehnvah,  our  God,  fur  its. || 

To  this  message  the  prophet  was  directed  to  reply :  Thus 
saith  Jehovah,  (he  God  of  Israel:  Thas  shall  ye  say  to  the 
king  of  Jadah,  (hat  sent  you  unto  me  to  enquire  of  me,  be- 
hold, Pharaoh'8  army,  which  is  come  forth  to  help  you,  shall 
return  to  Eg)'pt  into  their  own  land.  And  (be  Chaldeans 
shall  come  again,  and  fight  against  this  city,  and  take  it, 
and  burn  it  with  fire. 

Thus  saith  Jehovah ;  Deceive  not  yourselves,  saying,  Ihe 

Chaldeans  shall  surely  depart  from  us,  for  they  shall  not 

depart.     For  though  ys  had  smitten  ihe  lohole  army  of  At 

^rChaldrant  that  ^ght  against   ijou,   and  there  rtmaincd  hui 


•  "  Pharaoh  Hophrs,  Apriti,  or  rapiti;  who  hud  «iipcew)e<l  his 
fsih»r  Necho."  A.  Clasrs.  It  1»  ssUl  of  hiin.  thai  nftrr  he  had  i  rigned 
» twenlv  T*«f*io  grral  prnvprrily,  hp|:r»w  Hotnftnlrnl  i«  loMy.lhatll 
,  waa  QOl  in  th«  power  of  God  to  dUpossoi  hlin  of  tils  kinKilnru.  II«ro< 
dot.  Ileslfto  boasted  "The  rWer  tsmlnr'.ftBd  I  havenade  It."  Etell. 
xslt.  9.  "  Hophra  wai  given  np  and  destroyed  oo  aronunl  of  bis 
P«rfldy  to  Zfd^klab.  whose  caune  he  bad  deturtml ;  and  left  bim  to  hm 
taken  bf  N'rlinchadiirzsar,  afl«r  he  bad  Induced  ZedekUh  to  enter 
Into  a  eoufederacy  wllli  him.  cimtrary  lo  hin  nith  to  the  king  of 
Babylon.  So  that  Ond  rrvenptcd  llie  breach  of  bulh  Ibelr  oaihs  upon 
~r.  WiMoM. 


IS  two  ktngi. 


t  Jer.  xssvll.  A. 
^  Jer.  snvii.^ 


I  Jrr.nxvII.S. 


voundad  men  oniony  Mirm,  yet  ahouid  they  rise  up  every  man 
tn  htM  tttU,  and  hum  this  city  with  /ire.* 

So  fkT,  however,  from  believinf^  ttiis  report,  or  seeking'  to 
avert  it  by  humiliation,  tbcy  chose  to  lake  it  for  granted  that 
they  should  see  no  more  of  the  Ohaldean  armj,  and  &b  if 
repenting  of  the  apparent  and  partial  contrition  tbey  had 
sbewii,  they  immediately  reduced  those  eenranls,  whom  they 
had  set  free  in  ihe  hour  of  danger,  ag;ain  into  subjection,  and 
reclaimed  them  for  servants  and  handma)d5.t 

Wherefore,  God  instantly  denounced  a  still  acvcrcr  message 
by  the  itame  prophet ;  Thus  saith  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel ; 
t  made  a  covenant  with  your  fiithers  in  the  day  that  I  brought 
them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of 
bondmen,  saying,  at  Iho  end  of  seven  years  lei  ye  go  every 
man  his  brother,  an  Hebrew,  which  hath  been  sold  unto 
thee;  and  when  he  linih  served  thee  six  yeare,  thou  shalt  let 
him  go  free  from  thee  :  but  your  fathen  hearkened  not  unto 
me,  neithpr  inrlineri  iheir  par.  And  ye  were  now  mmed, 
and  had  done  rifiht  in  my  sight,  in  proclaiming  liberty  every 
man  to  his  neighbour ;  and  ye  had  made  a  covenant  before 
me  in  the  house  which  is  called  by  my  name  ;  but  ye  turned 
and  polluted  my  name,  and  caused  every  man  his  servant, 
and  every  man  his  handmaid,  wlmm  he  had  set  at  liberty  at 
their  pleasure,  to  return,  and  bmught  thrnn  into  ftubjectiont 
to  be  unto  you  for  servants  and  for  handmaids.  Therefore, 
thus  aaith  Ji-hovab ;  Ye  have  not  hearkt'ne<l  unto  me,  in 
proclaiming  lilK<rty,  every  one  to  his  brolltiT.  and  every  man 
to  bis  neighlHiur:  behultl,  I  proclaim  a  liberty  fvr  you,  toiih 
Jthocah,  to  theiword,  to  the  peslilenee,  and  to  the  famine, 
and  I  will  make  you  to  be  removed  into  all  the  kingdoms  of 


4 
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•  Jer.  xutII.  7—10.    "  Sironf;  words !  but  they  shew  how  fnWj 
Ooil  was  delnrtnlnnl  lo  give  up  this  diy  lo  fire  anil  iwofd  ;  sad  bow 
fall;  be  btd  lastrttctod  tii>  prophet  in  this  polol."    A.  Cubkr, 
*  Jar.  uiit-  II- 
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Uw  earth.  And  t  will  ^vethe  men  thai  have  trans 
■^  eovenani,  which  have  itot  pcrfurmotl  the  wordfl  of  the 
covenant  which  they  made  before  me,  when  they  cut  the  odf 
in  twain,*  and  piissed  between  the  pnrls  thereof,  the  prince* 
of  Juiluh,  and  thi?  prineeti  of  JeruAaleui*  the  eunuchs,  and  the 
priesU,  and  all  the  people  of  the  land,  which  pas^^  heiween 
the  parts  of  the  calf;  I  will  even  g^ivc  tliem  into  the  hand  of 
'  their  enemies,  and  into  the  band  of  them  thai  seek  their  life : 
and  their  dead  bodies  shall  he  for  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  the 
heaven,  and  to  the  bcai»ts  of  the  earth.  And  Zedekiah,  king^ 
of  Jndab,  and  his  princes,  will  t  give  into  the  liand  of  their 
enemies,  and  into  the  hand  of  them  that  seek  their  life,  and 
into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon'a  army,  which  are  gone 
up  from  you.  Behold,  1  will  command,  sailh  Jehovah,  tod 
cause  them  to  return  tu  this  city ;  and  they  shall  fight  ag^ainst 
it,  and  take  it,  and  bum  it  with  6rc:  and  1  will  make  the 
cities  of  Judah  a  desolation  without  an  inludntant.f 

Jeremiah,  fully  cuntideni  of  the  eventful  result,  prepared  lo 
quit  the  city,  and  retire  into  the  land  of  Benjamin;  but  as 
iie  piiAsed  through  the  gate  of  that  name,  be  was  seized  by 
Irijah,  the  captain  of  the  ward,  as  a  deserter,  and  taken  be- 
fore the  prinrcN ;  who,  notwithstanding  his  solemn  assever- 
ation of  innocence,  smote  him,  and  cast  him  into  a  dungwia 
in  Iho  houic  of  Joniilhan,  the  Mrribe.^ 


*  *'  This  was  ih«  ancTont  niul  moat  oolraa  way  uf  lOBkinic  a  cove- 
Oant.  I.  A  catr,  OS  sarrllicc,  was  utrert-d  to  (Sod  to  spcnrp  tils 
approballoQ  and  »upport.  2.  Ttip  viclim  w»»  ihen  taaciiy  divi^rd 
front  Die  none  to  the  rump  ;  lh«  spinni  marrow  briag  dl*UU>d  )<iiigi< 
tndinaUy.  lo  the  most  carrful  manner,  thtt  Iht  As// of  It  mighl  remain 
on  tack  n4t,  8.  The  divided  pati*  wrre  laid  opposll*-  to  cacti  ottirr, 
a  paisafte  bring  Irf^  bPtwrrn  tlirm.  4.  The  CfMitiattili^  parties 
•ntere  1  this  passage"  at  each  •■od,  iii«t  in  lh«  middle,  anil  Iherv  tooh 
thn  coTrnant  nath  i  adjuilsfnK  Ihnuulirs  to  death  should  ihry  brtsak 
this  covenant.  A.  Thru  lh"y  botb  feasted  on  the  tIciiid."  A.  Clarli«, 
oa  Uao.  ST.  17.  and  Jor.  ixtl*.  IH.  Or.  Wall.  Burder.  O.  U.  77*. 
t  J«r.  M»l».  13— «*.  :  Jer.  jxifli.  11— i«- 
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The  Egyptian   army   having   ratircd    before    Nebnchad- 
nezzor.t    that  monarch   soon   returned,     and   resumed   tbe 


t  J«ff.xxxTU.7.  Prid-  i.  110.  II  would  tfein  thAl  ttir  dratlngi  of 
God  with  Ihi'  nation  of  the' Jvws,  were  by  no  mniDB  iDlrndrd  fur  iheir 
own  bcDi-lit  ftlonc.  bLiiin  order  to  exhibit,  is  it  wrr«,  n  (tratid  tpiloraa 
or  hi«  provUlenct;  and  K'^vernnifnt  townrds  the  Vfil  ftimilj-  of  mtn. 
And  (he  more  closely  hi*  proceedings  «re  examined  and  scnitinixed, 
tlie  more  eqailmbleliis  governmpiit  wiU  sppear,  although  not  unfre- 
qamtly  those  proceediogt  are  veiled  in  rnyftteries,  wbiell  the  feebia 
comprehension  of  Quite  beings  cannot  fully  penclnile.  Thus  when 
Zedekiah  sent  some  of  tlic  priests  tu  emiulra  of  Jeremiah,  and  pray 
UDto  Jehotah.  bis  God.  for  them;  In  (hit  trying  crisis,  when  the 
Chaldeans,  wbo  vrere  besieging  Itie  city,  had  set  out  to  intercept  tbe 
Egyptian  forces,  who  were  cum  ing  to  his  relief;  Jehovah  directed  the 
pruphrl  to  declare,  Thus  uiih  JehoTah.  the  Uod  of  Israel,  thus  shftU 
ye  say  to  the  king  of  JuOah,  that  sent  you  unto  lue  to  enquire  of  me; 
Behold  I  Pharaoh's  army,  which  is  coma  forth  to  help  you,  shall 
retam  lo  Eg>  pt  Into  their  own  land.  And  tbi>  Chaldeans  shall  coma 
igalo,  and  Bght  against  this  city,  and  lake  it.  and  burn  It  with  Are. 
Jer.  ixz?il.  7,S.  Nothing  can  appear  moredlstinrfly  a  preordained 
purpose  of  Ood,  than  this  transaclion  t  and  accordingly  Hharaoliaml 
hii  army  retired  before  the  Chaldennn.  and  left  Ihetii  at  lltwrty  to 
resume  tbe  siege  of  Jernsalem.  which  Ibey  destroyed.  Still,  for  Ibis 
Tory  desertion  of  hb  ancient  people,  In  the  time  of  their  greatest 
need,  was  the  prophet  Eieklel  coiDmls<ilDned  to  pronounce  a  pre 
phelteal  judgment  upon  the  whole  Egyptian  nation,  which  has  been 
fnlfilUng  almost  from  that  day  to  this,  aud  undrr  the  pressaro  of 
whicli  all  Misraira  alill  groans.  Eiek.  xxlx.  ){■  7.  xxx.  xiul.  xxxll. 
TbcM  Judgments  were  executed  both  upon  king  and  people,  during 
forty  )  ears  of  war,  confusion,  and  desolation  ;  and  not  long  after  llio 
expiration  of  thai  period,  they  were  made  a  province  of  the  Persian 
emplrv,  and  liave  been  governed  by  strangera  ever  since:  for  on 
the  failure  nflhe  Persian  empire,  they  hecamo  subject  to  the  Mac«- 
donitiis,  aiKl  aflet  them  to  the  Itomnns ;  subsequently  lo  iheSaraoeiit, 
than  to  the  Mamalukes,  and  nrr  at  |ire«ent  a  province  of  tbe  Turkish 
•npirc,  aud  probably  Tviy  soon  are  likely  to  fall  under  the  dominion 
of  Mehcmed  All.  who  seems  to  be  only  waiting  for  aconvrnlenl  oppor- 
tsnitv  todrclarehlmtrK  indepmdc^ti.  Prld-  i.  111.  "The  nation  and 
kingdom  Ibat  will  not  serve  thee  shall  perish;  yea,  thoas  oalious 
aball  )}v  utterly  wtatvd."     Isaiah,  Ix.  1^ 


^ 
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siege;*  when  Zedekiah,  whow  mind  sktos  all  along^  to  luve 
misgiven  him,  sent  for  Jeremiah  to  his  palace  secrelly.  and 
asked  htm.  Is  there  any  word  from  JehoTfth  ?  To  which  the 
prophet  replied.  There  is :  for,  said  be,  thou  shalt  be  deUvered 
into  the  hand  of  Iho  king  of  Babylon. 

Moreover,  Jeremiah  said  unto  king  Zedekiah,  what  have  I 
offiinded  against  thee,  or  against  tliy  servants,  or  against  this 
people,  that  ye  have  put  mc  in  prison  ?  Where  arc  now  your 
prophets,  which  prophesied  unto  you,  saying,  the  kin^  of 
Babylon  shall  not  come  against  you,  nor  against  this  land  ? 
Therefore,  hear  now,  1  pray  tfaee,  O  my  lord  the  lung:  lel 
my  supplication,  I  pray  thee,  be  accepted  befure  thee;  thai 
ibau  cause  mc  not  lo  return  to  the  house  of  Jonalhan,  the 
scribe,  lest  1  die  there.f 

Moved  by  this  earnest  supplication,  Zcdckinh  commanded 
thai  they  should  cunitiiil  Ji>n>mlah  into  the  court  uf  tiie  prison, 
and  that  tliey  should  give  him  flaily  a  piece  of  bread,  out  of  i 
the  baker's  stivel,  until  all  the  bread  uf  the  ciiy  was  speot,^ 

The  siege  proceeding,  and  finding  hi*  resources  gradually 
nit  off,  the  di>ir|uieted  monarch  sent  Pi^shur  and  Zephaniah, 
and  Maa-seiiih,  the  priest,  unto  Jeremiah,  to  enquire  of 
Jehovah,  whether  he  would  deal  with  bis  people  according  to 
all  his  wandorous  works,  that  \ebuchadiitv-zar  might  gu  up 
from  lhcra.§  To  which  Jeremiah,  by  command  uf  Jehuvali. 
replied,  Thus  saiih  Johovah,  the  Gud  of  Israel ;  behold,  I  win 
lum  back  the  weapons  of  war  that  are  in  your  hands,  where- 
with ye  fight  against  tlie  king  of  Babylon,  and  against  the 
Cbaldeans,  which  besiege  you  witliuut  Ute  walls,  and  I  will 
MKmbte  them  into  the  midst  of  this  city.  And  I  myself  will 
fight  against  you  with  an  out-stretched  band,  and  with  » 
strong  arm,  CTen  in  atigvr,  and  in  fury,  and  in  great  wrath. 
And  I  will  smile  the  inhabilaiils  of  this  city,  both  man  and 
■  shall  die  of  a  great  pestilence.     And  afterwards. 


ut:  llwyi 
•  Jsr.x»x»ll.8.     Priil.  I.  III. 


t  Jer .  JiMfU.  17— ». 
k  Jer.  SKi.  1,'i. 
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Mith  Jeborafa,  I  will  deliver  Zedekiafa,  king  of  Judab,  and 
his  senrants,  and  tfaa  people,  and  aurh  as  are  lefl  in  thii*  city 
from  the  pestilence,  from  the  sword,  and  from  the  famine, 
into  the  hand  of  Nebucbadnezzar,  king  uf  Babylon,  and  into 
the  hand  of  (heir  enemies,  anrl  into  ibe  band  of  iboso  ibat 
seek  their  life  :  and  be  shall  smite  tliem  with  the  edge  of  the 
sword ;  he  iihall  not  spare  them,  neither  have  pity,  nor  havu 
laeTcy, 

And  unto  ibis  pc<»plc  thou  ahall  say.  Thus  saith  Jehovah; 
behold,  1  set  before  you  the  way  of  life,  and  the  way  of 
death.  He  that  abidelh  in  this  city  shall  die  by  Ibo  sword, 
and  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  pestilence:  but  be  that  ^octh 
out,  and  falleth  to  the  Chaldeans  thai  besiege  you,  he  shall 
live,  and  his  life  shall  l>e  unto  bini  for  a  prey.  For  I  have 
set  my  face  a^painst  this  city  for  evil,  and  not  for  ^od,  sailfa 
Jehovah :  it  shall  bo  given  into  the  hand  of  th«  king  of  Ilaby- 
loD,  and  he  shall  bum  it  with  fire. 

And  touching  the  house  of  the  king  of  Judah,  say,  hear  ye 
the  word  of  Jehovah ;  O  house  of  David,  Thus  saitb  Jehovah, 
execute  judgment  in  the  morning,  and  deliver  him  that  is 
spoiled  out  of  the  band  of  the  oppressor,  lest  my  fury  go  out 
like  fire,  and  bum  that  none  can  queneh  il,  bocauso  of  tbe  evil 
of  your  doin'^Ti.  Behold,  I  ama2:ains(  iheo,*  O  inhabitant  of  the 
valley,  and  rock  of  (be  plain,  saith  Jehovah  ;  which  say,  who 
•hall  come  down  against  us?  or  who  shall  enter  into  our 
habitation  ?  But  I  will  punlUi  you  according  lo  the  fruit  of 
your  doings,  saith  Johnvab,  and  I  will  kindle  a  fire  in  the 
fimat  thereof,  and  it  shall  devour  all  things  round  about  it.f 

Some  of  the  princes  and  cummanders  having  henrd  this 
fearful  denuitcistiiin,  bcKfiu^ht  /rdekiah  lo  put  the  pruphel 

*  *' Mpanintt  ■Icruiili'ni,  wliirh  w«v  bnill  ptrlly  on  ill e  hill,  and] 
psrily  in  tlic  valli-y  ;  snti  w«»  compMtrd  stioutvitli  loouDtsiiii."- 
Basbih. 

f  Jcr.  tti,4— 14. 
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to  dealb,  alleg^ing  that  he  weakened  ttie  hands  of  lbs] 
Boldiers,  and  destntyed  their  confidence.  The  unbcUev 
mfmarrh  MT.ikly  replied,  behold,  lie  is  iu  vour  hand :  fort 
kins'  i^  "<>*  ^^  ^hat  can  do  any  thin^  a^inst  yon.  Then  look] 
they  Jeremiah  and  cast  him  into  a  dungeon  of  Malchiab,  iha] 
son  of  Hammelcch,  that  was  in  the  court  of  the  prison ;  aik4  j 
they  let  down  Jemniiah  with  cords.  And  in  the  dun^eonj 
there  w»n  no  water,  but  itiiri;:  so  JenL'tniuh  sunk  iuto  thaj 
mire.* 

And  ht>re  this  holy  man  of  God  would  most  likely  bftvftl 
ended  his  mission,  had  not  hia  promise-keeping  master  poftl 
it  into  thet  heart  of  El>edmelech,  on  Ethiopian  eunoeh,  to] 
petition  for  his  dRliTerance  in  bold  nnd  animated  longua^;  | 
My  lord  the  king-,  thew  men  have  done  evil  in  all  that'] 
they  hsTc  done  to  Jeremiah,  the  prophet,  whom  they  hav«| 
cast  into  the  dungeon  ;  and  be  is  like  to  die  for  hunger  iaj 
the  place  where  he  is ;    for  there  is  no  mon  bread  im   tbc4 

city  4 

Nor  was  this  act  of  bcDevoleoce  to  his  bithfiil  semat] 
unseen  or  annoticed  by  the  eye  of  omniscience ;  for  Jerenialil 
was  ordered  to  declare  to  this  humane  i^ntile.  Thus  autkl 
Jebovah  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  Israel;  Behold,  I  will  brinf  j 
my  words  opon  this  city  for  evil,  and  not  for  good ;  ao4  j 
Ibey  shall  be  accomplished  in  that  day  before  thee.     Bat  El 


•  Jffr.  xxxvili.  4— «. 
t  The  deep  and  antfrrul  depraiity  of  Ibe  whole  nalioa  may  well  J 
be  Imig^lneA,  when  not  s  rinjle  prtett  or  I-htUo  was  to  be  found  t4  ' 
cntrett  far  this  per««eat«)  prnphet.  Mtr  in  Rthioplan  Blr«ig«r. 
Nor  do  we  linow  which  ■msl  Inaduilre,  the  coun|:eorihtsniuitrioa« 
forelgnrr.  In  comtilulniag,  Iu  opi-n  court,  Iu  On;  king,  iltling  oq  bIs 
tlironv.  In  tlie  uiidit  of  llto  prlnoMs  who  had  c<iii(l«'miiHt  blm,  of 
Iheir  b«rlMroQ«  umrc  or  the  prophet ;  or  tho  laperinleDitinf  provl- 
<l«n««  of  UoH,  tH  thna  anlautlag  tb«  vanueb  to  mukt  »o  rorelbl*  a 
rmuonttrRnce. 

t  iif.  SBrtlll.9. 
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»iU  deliver  tlue  in  that  day,  sailh  Jehovah  :  and  thou  shall 
■oC  be  given  iuto  the  haud  of  the  men  uf  whuiu  thou  art 
•ftmid.  Fur  I  will  stirHy  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shall  not 
fell  by  the  sword,  but  thy  life  shall  be  for  a  prey  unto  tbte: 
berause  thou  hast  put  thy  tru^l  in  me,  sailh  Jehorab.* 

So  powerful  was  tbiM  application,  or  so  versatile  was  the 
mooarcb,  that  he  inuiiedialely  urdereil  Ebediitelech  lo  take 
with  him  thirty  men,  ,iud  deliver  the  prophet;  and  the  ex* 
treme  misery  and  wretrbedne-ss  of  his  situation  may  be 
imagined,  by  the  deEcriptiou  of  tbc  meaua  to  which  Kbed- 
aiclec-h  waa  nbligiHi  to  have  recourse,  tu  nrder  to  extricate 
bini.f 

IJow  powerful  and  irresistible  is  the  infiuence  which  a  true 
believer  possesses  over  even  the  profli^te  and  abandoned. 
Thus  Zedekiuh,  who  pn>)Mib1y  hated  Jeremiah  at  heart  as 
much  as  any  of  bin  officers,  Mill  could  not  rest  satislied  with- 
out  frequent  conuniinieation  with  him.  Seeing  no  praepect 
of  relief  from  human  exertions,  he  sent  for  him  again  to  meet 
him  privately  in  tha  temple;  and  then  adjured  the  pnipbel 
lo  lell  him  the  truth.  Jeremiah  having  first  exacted  from  the 
mnnareh  a  solemn  oath,  that  he  wuiild  neither  put  him  to 
death  himself,  nor  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  his  pene- 
cvtors,  said  to  him,  Thus  »aith  Jehovah,  the  God  uf  liusts, 
the  God  of  Israel ;  if  ibou  wilt  asBurcdly  go  forth  unto  the 
king  uf  Babylon's  princes,  then  thy  soul  shall  live,  and  this 
city  shall  not  be  burned  with  fire;  and  thou  shalt  live  and 
thine  house:  but  if  thou  wilt  not  go  furtli  ta  the  king  of 
Babylon's  princes,  then  shall  this  dtybe  given  into  the  hand 
of  the  Chaldeanij,  and  they  shall  bum  it  with  tire;  and  thou 
■halt  not  eM  a|>e  out  of  their  hand.  And  Zedekiah,  ibo  king, 
said  unto  Jeremiah,  1  am  afraid  of  the  Jews  that  are  fallen 
lo  the  Cliuldeans,  lest  they  deliver  mc  into  their  hand,  and 


•  Jer.  xuix.  Ifr-IS. 
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they  mork  mc.     But  JCTvmiah  said,  they  shall  not  delWer 
thee.     Obpy»  I  beseech  thee,  the  Toice  of  Jehovah,  whiclu^H 
I  speak  unto  thee :  so  it  shati  be  welt  untu  thee,  and  thy  soill^H 
ihiill  live.     But  if  thoa  refuse  to  ^  forth,  this  is  th«  word 
that  Jehovah  hath  shewed  rue:  and,  behold,  all  the  womeBjH 
that  are  left  in  the  king  of  Judah's  house,  shall  be  brought^l 
forth  to  the  king^  uf  Babvlon^s  priucos;.  niui  those  women  sbafl 
way,  thy  friembt  \in\e  set  thee  on,  and  have  prevailed  against 
thoe:    thy  feet  are  sunk  in  the  mire,  and  they  are  turned 
away  back.     So  ihey  tthnll  briii^  out  all  thy  wivc^  and  thy 
children  to  the  Chaldeans  :  and  thou  shall  not  escape  out  oC 
their  hand,  but  shalt  bo  taken  by  the  hand  of  the  king  ol 
Babvluu,  and  thou  shalt  cause  tliis  city  to  be  burned  with 
fire.* 

Zedckiah  observed  his  oath  to  Jeremiah,  but  neither  af- 
teodcd  to  the  admonition  of  Jehovah,  nor  delivered  the 
prophet  out  of  custody,  fiir  he  remained  in  the  court  of  tb« 
priiHin  until  Jerusalem  was  Uiken.f 

In  the  eleventh  yciir  of  i^edekiah'a  rcigo,  and  about  ft  y«M 
ftfker  Nebuchadnezzar  had  returned  to  the  siege;  the  6anuDe 
having  become  sore,  and  the  people  being  without  bread; 
the  city  was  broken  up  and  all  the  men  uf  war  fled,  and  went 
forth  out  of  the  city  by  nij^ht,  by  tlic  way  of  the  gate^  betweea 
the  two  walU,^  which  was  by  the  king's  garden  ;    (now  the 


*  Jer- ixsvtti.  I»— 23.  f  J«r  xixvm.'24— 20- 

J  Or  postern  door. 
\  "  Anil  lhi>  prince  that  It  ktnuiift  ittrm  utiall  tirtr  tiiion  hU  »>ioul(I#r  1 
in  Ihe  t*IUfitit,  itnd  •hill  fo  fnrlh;  %i\i\  they  ihill  ilift  tltn>»gk  rAc 
vali  1o  CAirv  oul  iliprvbyt  hv  shKl)  cover  hts  face,  that  he  tea  not 
tbtt  f  round  itllli  hU  vycs."  Rsek.  Eii.  Itii.  **  And  wtirn  ihr  city  WM 
tAkeo  about  tnlitnlglit.  and  the  eoetDicft'^cnrrsli  were  enlerMl  late 
tho  tvinplf,  »nd  when  ZrdekUb  was  kvnsible  ot  il,  tie  look  his  wtvai 
■ntl  hU  children,  and  hit  cajiulnn,  and  hii  friends,  and  with  Ibm 
BedoutofthveUy  thrvngk  iht/ortifttd  tfifcA,  tod  through  the  dcMrt." 
Joanpti.  Il.ed. 
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Chaldeans  were  by  the  city  round  about : )  and  they  went  by 
the  way  of  Ihf  plain.  But  the  army  of  the  Chaldeana 
parsopd  after  thi;  king,  and  overtook  Ze<iekiah  in  (he  plains 
ofjcrirfau;  and  all  his  army  wus  scattered  from  him.  Then 
tbny  luuk  the  king,  and  carricil  hint  up  luito  the  king;  of 
Babylon,  to  Kibbb,  in  the  land  of  Hamatb  ;  where  he  gave 
jadgroerit  upon  him.  And  (he  king  of  Babylon  slew  the  »ons 
of  Zedekiah  before  bis  e^c»:  ho  slew  aUn  all  the  princes  of 
Jodab  in  Riblah.*  Then  he  put  out  the  eyes  of  Zedekiah  ;f 
and  the  king  of  Babylon  bound  him  in  chains,  and  carried  him 
to  Babylon,  and  put  him  in  prison  till  the  day  of  his  dealing 

*  Aniioch,  in  Syrit- 

t  **  Probnhly  w!lh  ibe  Inlvntloo  of  rendering  him  Incapable  of 
reMcendinir  ihe  ihronp."  Uurdrr.  O.  L.  Cll.  Where  see  many 
Initances  of  thW  horrid  cruelty  b«lng  practised  by  potontnlps,  and 
how  it  was  perromiL-d.  Jutpphus  siiyk  Ni-buchadiiezzar  fint  re* 
preached  him  penonally  with  ingralilude.    Vol.  ii.  6A. 

X  Jer.  xxxix.  1—7     lii.  A.  II.     2  Kings,  xxv.  2— 7.     My  a  el  alio 
will  /  Aprirad  upon  hint,  and  )i«  shill  be  taken  in  my  snare ;  and  [  will 
bring  bliu  to  Babylon  to  the  land  vf  tliL'  Chaldeans;  yet  shall   h« 
not  nt  It.  ihongh  be  shall  die  there.  Ezek.  xll.  13.     Jcfemlah  hod 
foretold  (uLxU.  4.  and  xxx'w  3.)  that  Zrdeklah  should  not  escape  out 
of  the  liand  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  bat  r.hauld  sorely  be  taken,  and  ' 
delivered  Into  Ills  hand ;  and  that  his  eyes  should  behold  the  ry hs  of  1 
ttw  king  of  Babylon,  and  that  b*  should  speak  with  bltn  mouth  to.) 
mouth,  and  that  he  shuald  go  to  Bab>1on  ;  whrrea*  Exrklrl,  whoa« 
prophfcy  had  been  transRiiltfd  from   Bab>  Inn.  had  so  Tar  concurred 
with  Jeremiah,  as  to  declare  (xll.  IX)  that  Zedekiah  ihould  be  car- 
ried to  Babylon,  but  should  not  see  It  though  he  should  die  there.  Jo> 
aephus  relates  that  it  was  Iliia  apparent  dliirrepancy.  fur  such  It  really 
was.  Tit- ;  that  he  should  be  carried  to  Babylon,  sre  the  king  face 
to  face,  and  eye  to  eye.  andyvt  not  lee  Babylon  Itsrlf,  whtch  indacadJ 
Ibe  misguided  monarch  to  dlibellcTO  both,  and  ihu«  ruihtohlsrulnt  | 
and  It  is  rrmarkablo  how  both  propbrclri  were  ttittatln  rulfiMed,J 
Nebuchadnnrar  did  not  coodact  the  itegc  In  pcnoD.  but  rentalntKl  la  j 
ihe  city  of  Rihlah,  whpri*  /fdeklah  was  taken  lo  him.  nud  where  htJ 
saw  him  face  lo  face,  and  eye  lo  rye;  and  where,  also,  after  r*>  i 
proaching  him  wlib  Uli  iagratiiiMlc  and  rebellion,  he  ordered  hli  eyrt 
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As  on  ihp  finnl  tlfistrwtion  of  the  kin^om  of  'srtel,* 
now  on  that  of  Juiiuh,  Cod  ooiideArmitJiMl  tu  justify  lii»  wiiya 
to  man — fur  the  Kicn<<l  writer  atldi,  Zeilekiah  bumbled  not 
himself  bHure  Jeremiah,  thr*  pmpher,  spvaking  from  the 
mnuth  (if  Jchuva^.  And  ho  rImo  r«*bcllnl  u^iiiutt  king  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, wl*»  bad  made  hini  swear  by  God:  \nn  bettif- 
fpDPd  his  nfck,  and  huntened  his  heart  fVuni  luniJn^  untod 
Jehovah,  God  of  Israol.  Moreover  all  the  r^hief  of  tbeprieatia*^ 
and  (he  people,  transcressed  very  much  aOer  all  the  aboo^. 
natintH  of  lite  heathen  ;  and  polbiied  the  bonne  of  Jehovah, 
which  be  had  hallowed  in  JtTUsalera.  And  Jehovah,  the  God 
of  their  fathers,  »ent  to  them  by  his  messengers,  ri;iiing  np 
betinieft,  anil  sending;  because  he  had  compassion  on  his 
people,  and  on  hia  dwelling  plare :  Init  lli4-y  mocked  Iha 
messengers  of  God,  aud  despised  bis  words,  and  misused  his 
prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  arose  n^inst  his  people, 
till  there  was  no  remedy .f    Therefore,  be  bronchi  uptm  lh«m 


to  be  put  oDl :  ud  arter  Dial  /nlekiali  mas  fent  to  B«b\  loo,  which 
city,  ItowvTar,  he  ■«•«•«».     Jontph.  ii.  61—6*.    Jcr.  Ui.  0— U.      i 
•  Sec  p(i4t.  ' 

t  AmonfTSt  other  expresA  coitlmandmi-iilii  of  Jphnr«h,  wtikli  llta 
rrbvllloua  Jews  had  rrp<>Ale(lly  atiil  surcrsslvely  vtoUted,  »»«  that 
wblcli  enjoined  the  «»b«cr»»nc*«  of  llie  Mbbatlcal  yttri  "  When  ye 
coaictnto  (lio  land  wliieh  I  girc^ou,  t)t«n  ititll  the  land  krcp  a  sail* 
batli  unro  Jehovah.  Six  year*  Ihou  thult  kow  ihy  Qrld,  and  six  yean 
Shalt  tbou  pnino  thy  *)ii«yird,  and  galltvr  in  llie  ffuit  iltercof.  But 
In  the  <e«»nih  yrar  shall  br  n  Nxbbaih  of  rest  uuto  lb«  land,  a  Mbbalk 
fof  the  Lord;  llmu  shatt  nritlirr  tuw  tliy  field  nor  pruac  tliy  tiocyaid- 
That  whirh  Rrowcth  uf  its  own  accord  o(  Iby  barvvst  thtru  »ha)i  aot 
repp,  nfrltlicr  gather  the  crapes  of  ihy  vinr  undreitrd  ;  for  U  t»  • 
yrar  of  reft  unto  tbe  land.  Aod  lb«  nbbnih  of  llio  land  «haU  W 
meat  for  you  ,  for  ihrr,  and  for  thy  teivain,  nnd  for  l)t>  maid,  «n«i 
for  thy  hifod  tfrrnnl,  slid  frtr  llic  »lratiy«f  |||«|  sojotirnvlh  wlllt  Ibev:  ' 
and  for  Ihy  callle.  and  for  tlir  beanl  ilul  arc  In  tli)  land,>haU  aU  tfa* 
lricrca«f)  thereof  be  ni«-fti.'*     I,ev.  kur.  ?— *. 

The  nlnd  of  OBuiiscience,  however,  «■■  well  aware  thsi  Iblicem- 
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Ibe  king'  of  iheChaldees,  uho  slow  lUrir  ymin^  men  witli  llw 
awiinl  ill  the  Itoitseof  their  ^iDctunry,  aud  had  no  cuni[>uwitoD 

bibdO  would  be  dEsobe; ed  ;  but  thkl  the  people  migbl  be  left  without 
excutp,  lie  jiniiUfrtly  nllodert  to  the  breich  of  it  m»  one  of  lho»e 
offences  wliich  lie  would  rctoedy  by  abftulutc  forre.  If  reiterated 
remon»lranc*-ii  and  a.11  oilier  measures  ithoatrl  ftil  ;  Tor  sliortly  utUfr- 
wtrd«  he  onlrni  Moies  to  decUru  lo  ibcio.  "  I  will  bring  tba  latid 
Into  dciolftlloa,  ind  your  cocinlea  wtiiett  dwell  therein  »hall  bo 
•ilouiitbrd  It  il.  Ttien  tJuli  ttie  laad  enjoy  her  uibbaths  as  long  as 
it  WelU  d4»olct*t  >nd  yc  be  in  yonreneiatek'  land;  even  thru  shall  the 
Uod  rest  and  enjoy  her  axbbalhi.  Jt  long  a*  it  iietk  d^MoUtt  it  shall 
ml,  becaute  it  did  not  rest  in  yoar  sabbaths,  when  you  dftelt  upon 
H.  Tbf  land  alio  shall  bo  left  of  tbeni,  and  shall  t-njoy  her  cabbathti 
while  sho  lielh  desoUte  without  tbem.     r.rv.  ixvi.  M,  SA-  43-" 

Il  Is  worthy  of  rt-niark  that  the  dinatlon  of  (he  cafilitiiy  was 
regulated  and  detefmloed  expressly  with  reference  to  the  fulfilnienl 
of  ihU  drtiunciiilon.  Il  was  lo  cndurv  sevrnty  years,  Jer.  xxix.  lU. ; 
it  did  endure  svvFiity  yrars,  Dnti.  \x.  8.;  and  ilie  rraiKiti  fur  that  par- 
ticular period  Is  expresily  »tated.  "  To  fulfil  the  word  of  Jchoiah 
by  the  aiouth  of  Jrremiah,  until  the  Itod  had  eiuoyvd  her  sabbatbt ; 
/«r  at  titmg  luthf  fay  dttotatt  she  kept  sabbath,  lo  fulfll  three  seora 
and  ten  years."  8  Chroa.  xxxvi.  91.  With  such  an  illustrious  scbvnia 
and  fulAlmrol  of  prophecy  before  him,  bow  oughl  the  ip6del  to  hide 
Us  head  I  And  how  ought  the  sabbath  breaker  of  every  kind,  nod  tba 
vlolater  of  Ihp  lawi  of  a  hnly  OoJ,  lo  Iremblc  si  his  wnlh  \ 

TIm  Iciraed  MeAn  Ptidraux  ihua  in|[eniously  illuslrales  the  &wb- 
Jvcl  slUI  furihrr.  The  Jrwt  arrived  in  Judea  In  March  and  April, 
Anno  A3A  before  Chribl.  As  toon  as  ihry  came  thllhrr  thry  dis- 
persed ltirRisr*lv>-s  accxtrding  to  lUrlr  tribes,  and  b«look  ibemscleca 
to  rebuild  ilivir  hnu«r9,  and  H(iai'i  mantin!  thvir  tands,  after  Mcy 
(that  Is,  the  land*)  had  nnw,  fntin  ibr  denuurliun  of  JeraaaUtn  and 
tlie  flight  uf  lUe  rciiiainUer  nfthi*  prnplv  liilu  l-'gypt.  nn  ihir  denlli  of 
Oedsllab.  lam  detdUif  and  unrullisaii-d  Aft|-lHii  )iai«.  accordliiK 
to  the  niinibrr  of  (he  tabbatical  year*  which  the)  had  vrglrctid  to 
obsfftvc  ;  (of  aecotdlng  lo  ihr  Mosalcal  law  ihry  ought  to  l^att-  left 
(hair  laada  fallMW  e«rry  setenth  year.  Rut  amnngsl  olhrr  enmmaiid* 
■lants  nf  (lod,  this  al*it  tliry  hat  rijectrd.  and.  Ihrrirrurr.  Und  made 
tb«  land  He  d«>s'>lat«.  willmoi  inhahiianta  or  culllvaiinn,  till  II  hail 
•QJoyed  the  fall  nuaibtir  of  its  sabbaths  (bat  it  bad  be«a  deprlrotl 
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upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  man,  or  bim  (hat  stooped 
for  a^ :   be  ^avc  them  all  into  bis  hand.* 

The  daughter  of  Slon  being  thus  abandoned  to  the  fury  of 
her  enemies,  the  conqueror  aent  Nebuzaradan,  the  caplaia 
of  his  ^ard,  to  execute  tlie  judgments  of  God ;  and  ha 
Lurutf  tlie  temple  and  tht;  palace,  and  all  the  hou««!>  in 
JfirnMlem  with  fire  ;^  and  brake  down  all  the  walls  of  the  city, 
and  carried  away  to  Babylon  all  tbe  precious  omamentsS 

of.  Prid.  1. 179.  S*e  also  Gray's  Key,  109..  and  Krith'i  GTldecce 
from  Prophecy,  p.  ISl.,  whprft  ihit  IrarriM)  writer  shrwi  the  preirni 
desolation  and  tterillly  <if  the  land  of  Palesllni;.  lu  be  a  conlinuoui 
fulftlin<>nt  ofthe  propHrcy,  and  puniHhmeni  forihe  breach  of  ihecooi'- 
oiaod;  but  which  Invaluable  work  the  editor  had  not  seen  when  bv 
'  mote  The  preceding  note. 

*  2Chri>o.  xrxvl.  12—17.  **  Not  because  God  approved  him.  who 
yet  was  the  mlalsirr  of  his  justice,  but  because  Und  would  by  hb 
just  judttnicnl  punish  this  people;  for  Nebuchndnrcxar  was  led  by 
•mbilioo  and  lain-glory.  whrreunto  were  jcinrd  fury  and  cruelly. 
Therefore,  hli  work  wis  coodemnable,  nolwilh^landinj  it  was  jual 
and  holy  on  Ood'a  part,  who  used  this  wicked  iustmnicnt  to  declare 
hisjustico."  Barkeh.  Napoleuo  Buonaparte  wis  another  loitru* 
menl  used  by  the  Almishiy  to  lecomptlsh  his  own  parposen;  anit 
when  the  work,  which  God  had  appointed  htm  to  do,  was  aceoa- 
pllsUed,  as  he  had  done  la  Ihe  case  of  Ncbocbadnezzar,  he  discarded 
the  wicked  Instniment.  The  Bab>  Ionian  wis  driven  out  an>oo({sl 
the  bvasis  of  tlie  Held,  and  the  Cursioan  cliaioetl  to  a  barren  rock. 
The  heart  of  Ihe  former,  wc  may  hope,  was  penetrated  by  repcnlmnoa 
and  contrllloa,  (Dan.  Iv.  ti.) ;  but  the  litlt-r  died  as  b«i  Hired,  neat 
probably,  "  without  Q<A  in  Ihe  world." 
t  Tbe  Are  must  bavu  conlinued  r«giiiK  three  whole  da>s.  Conpar* 

9  Kinfcs.  XKT.  B.  with  J>r.  lii.  VI     BAeKsa. 
X  **  In  the  Brat   year  of  th<*  4Hth  Ot>tnptad,  4'2i  yrar«  afler  Iha 

•rertloo  by  Solomon,  and  iM);i  years  before  Christ.     A.  rcieac. 

4  It  appears  vrry  remarkable,  anil  perhaps  a  circninHtanc**  which 
has  nul  been  nr>lict.-d  by  vkvn  Mime  e«iL-(ul  readers  of  the  Old  Trxla- 
menl,  that  no  mention  Is  any  where  made  what  eientually  hrrame  of 
the  aik  of  the  cnvrnani  and  Ihe  chrmblms  Iherfon;  that  ht>ly  syn. 
liol  of  Jehoiah  wbrrslu  were  deposited  tbo  tabln  of  tbe  law,  %mi 
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ud  furniture  of  the  temple.     He  aUo  carried  away  captive 
aU    tlie    remnant    uf    the    people,    except  a   small  number 


wtiitoTor  was  most  tioly  nntl  sacred;  Ihe  costody  of  «h!eli  waa  nl- 
trusled  lo  the  prlvnts  aloiic-^before  vliichlhe  wateraof  Jordun  were 
CBl  off— brforo  wlilch  Joahua  fell  on  his  face  to  the  earth— btroro 
which  the  idol  of  Uaffon  miraculously  frll  to  pieces — for  looking 
into  which  ■V>,07()  men  of  Btlh-shrmcsh  were  ainitleti  to  death — for 
mBftly  touching  which,  though  to  »ai«  it  from  fnlllnp,  U»ah  waa 
tlaln — that  was  left  £d  years  at  KUjalb-jearlin  chiefly  through  ap* 
prehension— we  say  It  is  remarkable  that  what  became  of  it  la  no 
«here  ineiilloaed*  That  It  DeTcr  was  In  Ihe  second  temple  we  know, 
because  it  was  one  of  those  six  glories  or  eKcelleocics,  Ihe  absence 
of  which  the  few  pious  Jews,  who  had  hcoii  tht*  first  temple,  so  deeply 
daploreii  at  the  coiiaecrolion  of  the  second.  Ezra.  ili.  I'2.  Prld.  1.  ISA. 
The  SsDiarltiins  had  a  tradition,  thai  In  llie  days  uf  UaxI  or  Otai, 
the  high  priest.  {)  Chron.  vi.O.)  Ihe  ark  andlhc  other  sacred  vi-asqIs 
were,  by  Uod's  ciimmund,  laid  up  or  hidden  in  mount  Oerlzim.^ 
Joseph,  iii.  A5.  \%  hereon  the  Jt-'wisb  Hahbins  are  by  no  means 
agreed  wliat  became  of  it.  The  author  of  the  second  book  of  Macra- 
bees  tells  the  fuMowiitg  tale:— It  Is  also  found  in  the  records,  that 
Jeremy,  the  pro|ilic't ,  commanded  them  that  wero  carried  away  lo  take 
off  the  fire,  as  it  halh  been  signitled;  and  bow  that  the  prophet* 
having  given  them  Ilia  law,  charged  Ihem  not  lo  forget  the  com* 
mandmeniB  of  lh«  Lord,  and  that  they  should  not  err  la  their  mlaila* 
wbea  they  see  Images  of  silver  and  gold,  with  llielr  omamenls.  And 
with  oihrr  inch  speeches  exhorted  he  them,  that  the  law  ahoold  not 
depart  from  Ihelr  hearts.  It  was  also  contained  in  the  same  writing, 
thai  Ihe  prophet,  being  warned  of  Ood,  commanded  the  tabernacle 
and  tho  ark  to  go  with  him,  as  he  went  forth  Into  the  mountain  where 
Moses  clioibrd  up,  and  saw  the  hcriuge  uf  God.  And  whcji  Jcretny 
camK  thilher  h«  found  an  hollow  care,  wherein  he  laid  the  taber* 
aaclr,  and  the  arfc.  and  the  altar  of  incense,  and  so  stopped  th«  door* 
And  some  of  those  llial  fnllowed  lilm  camo  to  mark  the  way.  bui  they 
could  not  llml  it.  Which  when  Jeremy  perceived,  he  blamed  theui, 
sayingi  As  for  that  place,  il  shall  be  ooknown  until  the  tiina  that 
God  gather  hU  pcnple  again  togrlber,  and  receive  them  onto  mercy. 
Tbeu  shall  the  Lord  shew  them  Ihvse  things,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lordihallsppear,  bimI  (lit- L-luud  also,  as  It  was  shewed  under  Moses 
ft»d  M  wbeo  aolomon  also  desired  that  llie  plaee  migbl  be  hviieur- 
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of  the  poor,  whom  he  left  to  be  vine  dreiMn  and  hot- 
bandmen.* 

Mebuzur^dan  also    tuok   Seruiab,  (he  chief  print,    and 

Z^'phnninh,  the  second  prlfsl,  and  several  of  the  offircrs,  and 

brought  tliom  to  NebuchuduezziU-  at  Ktblah,  where  he  lay 

k  viih  his  army,  and  he  Blew  them  all  there. t    As  for  tbe  liinall 

}  ably  sinctifled.— t^  Maccvbcirs  i.  8.  Uihvr  Itiibbini  allege  thit 
\  Jotiah  rausMl  the  ark  la  be  placed  in  a  tuut)  un<1«r  giound,  whicb 
I  Bolomon,  foreipeicig  the  deitruction  of  the  tifRipU.  Iiati  built  Tor  the 
'  express  purpose  of  preserving  it.  I'he  most  probnble  conjrctar* 
may  b«  llist  it  was  dtr&truytnl  (then  the  first  temple  was  burtinl  by 
Nifbuehadnezzvr,  above  related,  br  well  as  Ibc  ■•lh«r  tour  gloiirs  or 
cxce))«ncio9,  no  one  of  which  evrr  graced  the  second  temple  -,  ( I'rtd. 
1.  i9i.)  but  the  glory  of  which  still  exceeded,  beyond  all  itiraitire, 
that  of  Ibc  fiirmpr  by  the  imntedmle  presenee  of  the  Lord  uf 
Clory  himself,  who  was  the  great  Aiitllype  of  the  whole,  atiil 
prrhaps  even  of  the  temple  Itielf.  Who  Ii  leri  amongxl  Tov 
that  saw  this  house  in  her  first  glory?  And  how  do  ye  see  it 
now!  Is  It  not  to  your  eyes.  Id  coroptriBoo  of  it.  as  nothing} 
Yet  DOW  be  sirong.  O  Zeiubbabel,  siiilb  the  Lord  ;  and  be  strong, 
OJosiah,  son  of  Josedrch,  the  high  priest;  aod  be  strong,  all  }* 
people  uf  the  land,  aailh  the  l^ord  and  work  ,  (for  I  am  uith  jou 
sailb  the  Lord  uf  Hoat&).  According  to  the  word  that  I  coTcnantcd 
with  you  when  ye  came  out  uf  Egypt,  so  my  spirit  rvtnaiiietb  inoog 
you,  fear  ye  oot.  For  thus  laltb  the  Lord  of  llosit,  \  el  once  it  is  a 
little  wblls  and  1  will  shake  the  beaveos,  and  the  earth,  and  the  sea. 
and  the  dry  laod.  And  t  will  kliake  all  nations,  and  the  desire  of  all 
nalioni  ahall  ciiine,  and  I  will  All  this  house  with  glory.  s«llh  Je- 
hoTob  of  lloslR.  The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  U  mine,  aailh 
Jehovah  uf  lli>4l3.  The  glory  oflhis  latter  house  sh;it1  be  iirrealer  than 
of  the  fonuerx  saith  Jrhovah  of  I  lost*  ;  and  In  this  place  will  I  giv« 
peace,  aallh  Jehovah  of  HoMs.  Hnggal.  M.  3.  0.  Dr.  GUI  on  iha 
Messiah,  pp.  41.60.  See  Whlvt^in,  vol.  1. '216^  vthere  that  author 
gives  a  entlous  extract  from  a  sufipused  epistle,  from  the  Jewi  al 
Jenjsaleni  lothe  Jews  of  Egypt,  la  the  days  of  Jouaibai),  the  hlRh 
priest.  But  see  the  prophecy  of  Jer.lil-  lA,  17.  and  Burder,  O.  I*.  6IJ^ 
•  'i  Kings,  XXV.  R— 17.  «  Chron.  »xsvl.  I»— 20.  Jar.  xxxU.  S— 10. 
lii.  \'i.i3. 
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remnant  of  the  people  who  were  left,  Ncbuchadoeziar  ap- 
pointed Gedoliah  to  be  tboir  ruler.* 

By  the  express  command  of  his  soverpi^,  however, 
Nobuzanidan  baiing^  tuken  the  holy  prophet  amDng:st  the 
olh«r  cnptivcs  as  far  as  Raniab,  said  unto  him,  Jphovah,  ihy 
God,  hath  pronounced  ibis  evil  upon  this  p^ace.  Now  Jehovah 
halh  brougfbt  it,  and  done  according  as  he  ha>b  said;  Ijerauso 
ye  have  sinned  a^inst  Jehovah*  and  hare  not  obeyed  bis 
voice,  then-furp,  this  lliiiif;:  is  come  upon  you.  And  now, 
behold,  I  loose  tht*  this  day  from  the  chains  which  were 
upon  Ihine  hand.  If  it  lieem  guoci  unto  thee  to  come  with  mv 
into  Babylon,  come;  and  1  will  look  well  imtci  ibee;  but  if 
{f  SMin  ill  unto  thee  to  romc  with  me  into  Babylon,  I'urbear: 
behold,  all  the  land  \&  before  ihee:  whilbcr  it  secmcth  good 
and  convenient  for  thee  to  go,  thither  go. 

Now  while  bo  was  not  yet  gone  hack,  he  said,  Go  back 
al»o  to  Gedaliah,  the  Kon  of  Ahikam,  the  turn  of  Shaphan, 
whom  ibc  king  of  Babylon  halh  made  governor  over  tbo 
citiM  of  Judaht  and  dwell  with  him  among  ibe  people:  or 
go  wheresoever  it  secmelh  convenient  unto  tbei?  to  go.  So 
the  captain  of  the  guard  gave  him  victuals  and  a  reward,  and 
let  him  go.  V\Mn  which  Jeremiah  went  to  Gcdaliah  at 
Mizpah,  and  dwell  with  him  among  the  people  that  were  left 
in  the  lind.f 

As  sotin  as  it  was  known  that  Gedaliah  was  entrusted 
with  the  pivernmonl  of  the  remnant  of  the  JewK,  several  of 
tlio  officers  and  princes,  who  had  fled  from  the  city,  resorted 
to  bim,  and  nmun:^t  othera,  Itihntael,  Jubanan,  JiHiathan, 
Seraiah,  and  Ju;iz:iuiah.  uiih  (heir  men,  lowborn  Gedaliab 
•ware;  "  Fear  not  to  serve  the  ChaMeiin!*;  dwi-ll  in  iho  land, 
and  serte  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  it  Khali  be  well  witii 
you.     As  fur  me,  liebold,  I  will  dwell  at  Mizpah,  to  serve 
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tho  Chaldeans,  which  will  come  untuus:  but  ye,  gather  3ra  < 
wine,  and  t>utiiiiior  fniiLs^  and  oil,  and  pat  them  to  your 
vessels,  and  dwell  in  your  cities  that  yc  have  takea."  Liko- 
wiw,  when  all  (he  J«ws  that  were  in  Muab,  and  among  lh« 
AmmonitPti,  and  in  Edom,  and  Ihat  were  in  all  Ihe  coiuilrics, 
beard  tlint  the  king  of  Oubyloii  had  lolV  a  ri'ninaul  of  Judah, 
and  that  he  had  set  over  llicm  Gedaliab,  the  son  of  Ahiluun, 
the  son  of  Shaphan;  CTcn  all  the  Jews  returned  out  of  all  ] 
plaoes  whither  they  were  driven,  and  came  lo  the  land  of 
Jodabt  lu  Gedaliali,  unlu  Mi/pali,  and  gathered  wiuu  and 
•nmawr  fruits  very  much.* 

The  dogracI«-d  stale  to  which  the  Jens  wore  now  reduced, 
could  only  be  exceeded  by  thai  which  took  place  at  tlicir  tinal- 1 
dispersion,  wore  than  rix  r*<>nturies  afteruardit;  for  lihmael 
and  hia  conipaniuiu  had  not  united  themselves  to  Getlatiah 
mure  than  a  feu  months,  when  Johauun  and  his  parly  informed 
liiui  that  Ulnnael  h:id  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  Baali% 
kin^  of  the  Ammonites,  to  Hluy  bim,  and  odered  to  aasosainftto 
Ishmael  privately.  This  Gwlaliuh  peremptorily  forbid;  but 
dbbelieving  the  suggestion  of  Juhanan,  must  probably  in 
ooiue<|uence  of  the  wicked  proposal  which  accompanied  it, 
be  neglected  to  tuke  any  pret-iiuiious  for  his  own  pnleclion.f 

Johanan's  information,  however,  was  but  too  correct ;  lor  in 
Ihe  seventh  month  of  the  government,  Uhniacl,  whowuof 
the  seed  royal,  with  ten  utthe  late  monarch's  princes,  came  to 
Gedaliah  at  Mizpah  ;  and  whilst  eating  bread  with  biin,  pro- 
'  on  his  own  invitation,  they  slew  him,  and  all  iIip  Jew* 


bably  I 


that  were  with  him,  and  such  of  the  Chaldcaiw  and  men  of  , 
war  as  happeni*<l  lo  be  at  Miz|jah.^ 

So  secretly  and  rflectually  had    the  work   of  murdet 
bron  pfrrformed)   tlial  'two   dai-s   pawed  without  its   boinf 
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known,  that  Ge<la)iah  wja  dead ;  wbeu  eigbty  pi>rsuiu 
from  Sbecbeni,  Shilob,  and  Samaria,  having  tbrir  beards 
shaven*  and  (bcir  cluatbs  rent,  and  baving  cut  tburriMilves, 
with  oflvrings  and  incense  in  ibeir  band,*  were  met  on  their 
way  tu  the  boiiie  of  Jebovah,t  by  ihe  hyporriitcitl  assassin, 
who,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  invited  Ibem  to  accompany  him 
to  Gedatiab.  As  suon,  however,  as  be  had  decoyed  them 
into  the  city,  he  slew  seventy  of  (hem,  and  cast  their  bodies 
into  the  mitUt  uf  a  pit,  which  Asa,  king  of  Judah,  had  mado 
for  fear  of  Baasha,^  king  uf  Israel ;  but  he  spared  ten  of  these 
people,  on  account  of  their  having  treasures  in  the  field,  of 
wheat,  barley,  oil,  and  honcy.§ 

Having  perpetrated  these  atrocious  acts,  Isbntael  carried 
away  captive  all  the  rejiidtw  of  tbe  people  that  were  in  Miz- 
pah,  with  tbe  king's  daughters,  and  departed  to  go  over  to 
the  Amuioniles;  but  Jobanan  and  his  friends,  who,  from 
dwelling  in  the  fields  or  p]ains,(|  had  escaped  tbe  massacre, 
having  heard  of  that  transaction,  immediately  pursued  after 
Isbmael,  and  overtook  him  by  ibe  great  waten*  in  Gibeon. 

*  *'  A  moit  crimloal  8p«cUs  of  idolatry,  Joining  the  worihip  of  God 
and  Idols  togrther"     Durdor,  O.  L.  WH. 

t  Tls.:  at  Jeruialeni :  for  though  the  temple  was  destroyed,  jet 
Ihe  pcDpla  that  were  Irft  continued  lo  offt-r  ttcridcM.  and  womhlp 
there  on  the  pUcc  where  it  Hood,  an  \nng  ■«  thfjr  rrmnlnrd  Id  the 
land.  Pfid.  i.  110-  Thit  ma«t  bt*  a  hoaar  ml  Mizpah.  whlrli  they 
bad  >el  spsrl  for  Ihp  prfii>nt  ttrciikiun.  There  Wrrv,  It  srciDB,  lome 
godig  Jrw*  at  llial  time  In  Maniuili.     Wall.     Rut  see  lh«  lid  note. 

t  "  'I  hit  ift.  It  WIS  a  cUtirn,  or  rrsfTTnlr  Tor  watirr,  Tur  ihe  supply 
of  Mixpali,  when  Asa  tii>cete4l  It  would  bo  brslifged  by  Biaiba." 
A.  Clankk. 

\  Jer.  »H.  4—0.  "  In  Barbary.  when  tlie  grain  i«  winnowed, 
Ihey  lodge  It  In  maiiamoriffi.  or  tubttriancin  ri-pcailuilia  :  two  or 
Ihret  huiidrrd  of  »»hich  are  toniclinir*  Ingoiher.  the  anialli-Bt  holding 
four  hondrnl  btiahfls.  Theae  are  very  c<)inm«in  In  other  parts  oftlia 
£«al,  capcoUlly  about  AU-ppo.  Burdcr,  O.  C.  77V. 
I    Jer.  si.  13. 
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Upon  the  approach  of  Juhauau,  all  the  captives  aiid  com- 
paniuns  of  lti)im;iol  furttonk  him  and  Acd  to  Juliannn,  except 
eight  nicii,  whu,  with  Ishiiiuel,  iiuule  ^oocl  their  retr^t,  and 
•scaped  lu  the  Aiiiiuoiiitus,* 

AOer  Ihiii,  Juliauun  and  all  the  remnant  of  the  people  took 
up  a  temporary  residence  at  Geruth-Chimham,  near  Bclkle- 
Uem;  with  the  iiiteiilion  ofproceciling  Into  Egypt^  because  of 
the  Chaldeans,  of  whom  ibey  were  afraid,  on  accfMiutof  the 
murder  of  Gcdaliah,  whicb  they  apf»rehoi>dod  mig^t  bt 
I'isited  apoii  them.f 

By  some  cirrumstanco  which  is  not  related,  Jeremiah  had 
not  suffered  in  the  roassarre  at  Mizpah,  but  had  been  carried 
voluntarily  or  roercively  by  Johanan,  :iml  his  partizana  to 
Cbinibam;  and  lu  him  (hey  now  applied  with  all  seeming 
revermce,  all  the  people  approaching  him  from  the  le&iA 
oven  to  the  pt^test,  and  saying,  1^^  we  betooch  thee,  our 
suppuration  be  arrepied  before  ihee,  and  pniy  (or  us  unto 
Jcbovah,  thy  ftod,  even  for  all  ihiii  remnant ;  [for  we  are  left 
but  ■  few  of  muny,  lu  thine  eyes  Ao  behold  us :)  tbal  Jehorabt  , 
tby  God,  may  shew  us  the  way  wherein  we  may  walk,  aod  j 
'  the  lliiiig^  that  wo  may  do.^ 

The  pnipbet  n*plied,  I  have  heard  you;  behold,  I  will  pray 
uiitu  Jehovah,  your  Ctnl,  according  tu  yuur  words;  aod  iC  J 
ahull  eume  to  pasa,  thai  whatsoever  thing  Jehovah  aball 
answer  yuu,  1  will  declare  it  unto  you,  I  will  keep  nothli^  I 
back  from  jou.  And  lo  tisxure  the  prophet  they  were  sincere 
ID  their  inquiries,  they  vulunlarily  pruffered  an  uath,  M  a 
teal  uf  their  aiurehly.  "Jehovati  boatruean<1  faithful  wilDCM 
between  us  if  we  do  not  even  arcordin;;  to  all  ihiuf^s  fur  the 
which  Jeltotah,  thy  God,  shall  s^nd  ihee  lo  us.  Whether  il 
be  good,  nr  whether  it  be  evil,  we  will  obey  the  voice  of 
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J«<hoTAh,  our  God,  tu  whotn  we  send  thee ;  tliut  t(  mny  be 
welluiili  us,  when  wp  nlvy  tlic  voicp  of  Jeho^-ab,  mir  Gyd."^ 
After  ten  days,  Jehorah  condt-sccmlfd  !ii  vmirhsafe  them 
a  meeSA^p,  when  J^Metninb  derlnrctl,  Tbiis  snttli  Jrhovah, 
the  God  of  UriHl,  onto  whom  ye  sent  mp  to  present  your 
soppliratioD  bcfurc  him,  if  ye  will  still  abide  in  this  land, 
then  will  I  huiUI  yon,  nnd  not  pull  you  down,  and  I  will  plant 
you,  and  not  phick  you  up  ■  for  t  repfmt  inc  of  the  eril  that 
1  have  done  unto  you.  Be  not  afraid  of  the  King  of  Babylon, 
of  whom  ye  arc  afraid  ;  be  not  alVaid  uf  him,  saith  Johorah  : 
for  I  am  with  you,  lo  save  you,  and  lu  deliver  yon  from  his 
hand.  And  I  will  shew  mcrciea  unto  you,  that  he  may 
bav«  mercy  upon  you,  and  cauite  you  to  return  to  your  own 
land.  Rut  if  ye  say,  we  will  nut  dwell  in  this  land,  neither 
obey  the  voice  of  Jehovah,  your  God,  Ka|Fhig,  no ;  but  we 
will  git  into  the  bind  of  E|?)pt,  where  wc  shall  see  no  war, 
nor  beartlte  sound  of  thu  trumpet,  nor  bare  hunger  of  bread ; 
and  there  will  we  dwell; — now,  iherefurc,  hi>ar  the  won) 
of  Jehiivuh,  ye  remnaut  nf  Judali,  'I  hu-i  sailli  Ji'huvah  of 
HaftSt  the  God  of  Uracl ;  if  ye  wholly  set  your  &ce»  to  enter 
into  £;;ypt,  inul  f^o  itf  sojourn  there;  then  it  shall  rome  to 
pa«h  that  the  sword,  which  ye  feared,  shall  uvertnke  vuu 
ihrre  in  Ihc  land  of  Eff)^!! ;  and  the  famine,  whereof  ye  wi-n* 
ftfritid,  shall  fulUw  clinu?  aflcr  you  there  in  Eg^vpt ;  and  there 
ye  nhall  di&  So  ahall  it  be  with  all  tho  men  (hat  fvt  their 
beet  (o  go  into  Egypt  to  sojourd  there,  they  shall  die  by  the 
flWMd,  by  tho  famine,  and  by  the  jx^tilenre;  and  none  of 
tkm  shall  remain,  or  escape  from  the  evil  thai  I  will  brinjr 
upon  them.  For  thud  saith  Jehovah  of  IIosis,  ihc  God  of 
Israel:  As  mine  anger  and  my  fury  bath  l>een  jmuretl  forth 
upon  till'  inhabitants  uf  Jerusuletn ;  wt  *ihall  mv  fury  Ih*  poured 
forth  upon  you,  when  ye  shall  enter  into  Egypt ;  and  ye  sliall 

•  Jrr.  xlli.5.6 
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Ik;  an  cxecralioni  nnd  an  aslonisUmenr,   and  a  cu»p,  asd  t 
ropruach  ;    and  yt'  Bh:itl  sea  this  place  no  more. 

Jcliovah  hath  .snid  ronrernin^  you,  O  ye  remnant  ot 
Judah:  Gu  ye  nul  into  Et^ypl:  know  crrlainly  that  1  hare 
odinoniihed  you  I  his  day.  For  ye  diiueniblod  In  your  hearts* 
when  yc  sent  me  unto  Jehovah,  your  (iud,  saying:,  pray  forfl 
us  uutn  Jedovab,  our  (;od;  and  accurdiug^  uiilo  all  that 
Jehovah,  our  God,  shaU  say,  so  dct-laro  unlo  ils,  and  we  wilt 
do  iu  And  now  1  have  lliin  day  dei-Iaret)  it  to  you  ;  but  ye 
hare  nut  obeyed  the  voice  of  Jcbovab,  your  God.  nor  an)r  ^ 
thing  for  the  which  he  hath  sent  me  unlo  you.  Now,  tfacre«J 
fore,  know  certainly  ibol  ye  shall  die  by  ibc  sword,  by  thai 
famine,  and  by  (he  pestilence,  in  the  place  whither  ye  de 
to  go  and  lo  snjuum.* 

Notwithstandiiv;  their  late  oath,  Johanan  and  the  othe 
ofiicerti  no  sooner  benrd  the  declanition  of  the  prophet,  llii 
they  declared  he  bad  spoken  falsely,  and  that  Jehovah  hadj 
not  sent  any  such   messa^;    but  charged  liim   with   being 
inslipiti^d   by    Banirh  lo  dclivrr  ihem   into  the   hand  of  tfa 
Chaldcant,  that  thny  mi^ht  put  them  to  death,  and  car 
them  captive«  to  Bubylon.f 

In  direct  Tiolation,  iherefurc,  of  the  command  of  Johorah, 
did  Johanan  and  all  hU  parly  take  the  whole  remnant 
Judah,    including    the    king's    daughters,    Jeremiah,    uai 
Barucb  with  them  into  ^fypt,  and  settled  at  Tahpanhes 
and  other  neighbouring  cities.§ 

Still  the  prophet  was  permitted  to  warn  this  infatuated 
remnant;  for  whilst  at  Tahpanhe:),  Johovab  said  to  him. 
Take  great  stones  in  thine  hand,  and  bido  thom  in  the  daj, 

•  Jrr.  xlH.  0—22.  t  Jer.  iliH,  I— ». 

t  Th»nanHuri«iIah,  (xvi.  4). — ^Th»  Ta[>HnuortbpSrptiiagint. 
■tNl  the  DaiilitiK  Prluilc  or  Iterotloluft,  (Kuterpr);  ll  was  litustMl 
■CKr  Peluftiuiii.     WdU.  i.  fi3S.     Uray't  Key.  J7A. 
t  Jv.  xliii.  4— 7.    SKlBfft.MT.^. 
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in  ihe  hrick-kilii,  which  is  hi  the  enlry  of  Pharaoli's  ha 
in  Tahp» utiles,  in  the  sifrhl  of  thr;  men  of  JuH;ih ;  and  say  I 
unto  them.  Thus  soith  Jehovah  oT  Uusts,  the  Gixl  uf  Israel;  , 
Buhuld,  I  vriW  send  and  take  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  king  of  I 
Bahvlon,  tiiy  servnnt,  and  will  set  his  throne  upon  tbesa 
stones,  that  I  have  hid  ;  and  he  shall  Mpn'ad  his  royal  paTilion 
over  them.     And  when  he  comcth,  he  shall  smite  the  land' 
of  E^pt,  and  deliver  such  lis  are  for  death  tu  death;  and 
■uch  u  are  fur  captivity  to  cuptirily ;  aud  Rtirh  an  arp  for  tlitf 
Bwurd  to  the  sword.    And  I  wilt  kindle  a  tire  in  the  hotisesof 
the  gods  of  Egypt ;    aud  Uv.  itball  burn  them,  aud  carry  them 
■way  capUves:    and  be  shall  array  himself  with  the  land  of  I 
Egypt,  as  a  shepherd  puiteth  on  hi^  ;;armcnl ;   and  he  shall  I 
go  forth   from  thence  in  peace.     He  shall   break  also   thej 
im.igp«  of  Beth.shemeih,*  that  is  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and  | 
tlie  houses  of  the  gods  of  the  ^^yptimia  shall  he  bum  with 
fire.t 

Again  he  oddresscti  all  the  Jews  which  dwelt  at  MigdoI,(  I 
Tmhpanhos,  and  Noph,^  and  in  the  country  of  Pathros,||  saying  jjl 
Thus  Kiith  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  Israel;  yc  havel 
»ivn  all  the  evil  that  1  have  brought  upon  Jerusalem,  and] 
upon  all  the  cities  of  Judab  ;  aud,  behold,  this  day  they  ara[ 
•  desolation,  and  no  man  dwelleth  therein,  because  of  ihei 
wickedness  which  they  have  committed,  lo  provoke  mo  tol 
■n<;er,  in  that  they  went  tu  bum  incense,  and  to  serve  other  j 
godi,    whom  they  knew   not,    neither  they,    ye,   nor   yoaTi 

I&thers.     Howbeit,  1  sent  unto  you  all  my  servants,  the  pro-  [ 
•  "  Litemlly  llir  liousc  or  (crnplc  of  ttie  sua, which  wss  woribIjipod| 
herv;  tnd  wbaie  Images  irc  Mltl  lo  tisvo  liccQ  o^ tmHd g»td.     Beih* 


•bsoMh  U  the  same  as  Heilopolif."     A.  Cuaas. 
t  J»r.  iliil.  ft— IS. 
{   A  eily  of  Lower  Iz^gypt,  cot  far  from  Peluslum. 
\  MeDipbis,  Ibe  rspltil  of  Middle  Eyypt. 
I  The  Thcbtiii. 
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phcts,  rising  early  and  sending;  them,  saying ;  Oh,  do  not  this 
abominable  thing  that  1  hate.*  But  ihoy  hearkened  not,  nor 
inclinet)  their  ear  to  turn  from  their  iviekecloewi,  tu  hum  no 
incense  untu  olhergudii.  WhiTefuns  luy  fury  and  niinc  anger 
was  poured  funh,  and  wa«  kindled  in  the  cities  uf  Judah, 
and  ill  the  streets  of  Jerusalem;  and  they  are  wasted  and  ' 
desulale,  as  at  thi<>  day.  Then>fore,  now  thus  saith  Jehovah, 
the  God  of  Hosts,  the  God  uf  Israel ;  U'hen^forc  cnmmit  ye 
this  g^eat  evil  against  your  souls,  to  cut  off  from  you  man  and 
woman,  child  and  suckling,  out  of  Judah,  to  leave  yon  none 
to  remain ;  in  that  ye  provoke  mo  unto  wrath  with  iha 
works  of  your  hands,  burning  incense  unto  other  gods  in  the 
laud  of  Eg>'pt,  whither  ye  be  gone  to  dwelt,  that  ye  might 
cut  yourselves  off,  and  that  ye  might  be  a  curse,  and  a  re- 
proach, among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  .*  Have  yo  fur-  i 
gotten  the  wieke^lness  i»f  yuur  fathers,  and  the  wickedness  of  ^ 
the  kings  nf  Judab,  and  (he  wirkedness  nf  your  wivea, 
which  tbey  have  conmillled  in  the  land  of  Judah»  and  in  the 
streets  of  Jenwalero  ?  They  are  not  humbled  even  unlu  this 
day,  neither  hare  ihey  feared,  nor  walked  in  my  law,  nor  inl 
my  iftalutes,  thai  I  sot  before  you,  and  before  your  fathen, 

Therefure,  thm^  aaith  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  Israel; 
Behold,  t  will  set  my  face  against  you  for  evil,  and  to  cut  ciff 
all  Juduh.     And  1  will  lake  the  remnant  of  Judah,  that  have 
set  their  faces  to  go  into  the  land  uf  Kgvpi,  to  sojoiiru  there,  I 
and  they  shall  all  be  cunsunied,  and  fall  In  the  land  of  Llg}'pt ;  J 
they  shall  even  be  consumed  by  the  sword,  and  by  the  famine  j  j 
they  shall  die,  from  the  le-ast  even  unto  the  greatest,  by  Ibftl 
sword,  and  by  the  famine:  and  ihey  shall  be  an  cxccratioii, 
and  an  nsiuiiinltmeul.  and  a  curM>,  and  a  reproach.     For  I 
will  ptuiish  them  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  E^ypt,  a-s  I  hav* 
punished  Jenisalcm,  by  the  sword,  by  the  famine,  and  by 
the  pettilence:   m  that  none  of  the  remnant  of  Judah,  which 

*  "  A  Qm  sBlhropo|Mihla."    A.(-L*aar. 
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gonn  into  the  land  of  E^pt,  to  sojoora  there,  shall 
Mcape  or  remain,  thiit  they  shimW  return  into  the  Unil  of 
Judali,  to  tlip  which  Ihey  have  a  desire  to  retnm  to  dwell 
iherc:   for  nouc  shall  retnm  but  surh  iis  shall  escape.* 

Then  all  the  men  which  knew  that  their  wivrs  had  burned 
racens4>  unto  other  gods,  and  all  the  women  that  stood  by,  a 
^reat  muUilude,  oven  all  tliv  pt>oplo  that  dwelt  in  the  land  of 
E^^pt,  in  Pathros,  answered  Jeremiah,  sajing.  As  for  the 
word  that  ihuu  haM  A[>okcu  unto  us,  in  the  name  of  Jehovah, 
we  will  not  hearken  unto  thee.  But  we  will  certainly  do 
whatsoevpT  thing  goeth  forth  out  of  tmr  mouth,  to  bum  in- 
ceuw  unto  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  drink  offer- 
In^  unto  hvT,  a*  wc  have  done,  we,  and  our  falhere,  our 
fcio^,  and  our  princes,  in  ihe  rilies  of  Judah,  and  in  the 
•treeta  of  Jerusalem :  for  then  had  we  plenty  of  viriuals,  and 
were  well,  and  taw  no  evih  But  since  we  left  off  to  burn 
incense  unto  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  drink 
offerings  unto  her,  we  have  wanted  all  things,  and  have  been 
oonnimcd  br  the  sword,  and  by  the  famine.  And  when  we 
burner]  incrnte  to  the  quis;n  of  henven,  and  poured  out  drink 
oflering;8  nnio  her,  did  we  make  her  cakes  to  worship  lier, 
uid  pour  out  drink  4i(ferings  unto  her,  without  our  men  ?t 

Then  Jereitiiali  i>aid  untu  all  the  peo|)le,  to  Ihe  men,  and 
10  the  women,  and  to  all  the  people  «hicli  had  given  him 
thai  answer.  »aying.  The  inrenae  that  ye  burnni  in  the  cities 
of  Judah,  anil  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  ye,  and  your  fathers, 
jronr  kings  and  your  princes,  and  the  pe«iple  of  the  land,  did 
not  Jebovah  remcnil)pr  ihrm,  and  rame  it  not  into  his  mind? 
So  that  JelioTuh  toidd  no  longer  b<-ar,  Ix^autie  of  the  evil  of 


I 


•  Jrr.   xllf.    I — 1^    Scillfcrr   obi«rT(».   rmt  or  RuM-tiius,  that 

'Artaxi>r«fi  OhcuB.  tnahiii;  an  rxpnlilion  Into  KftV)ii,  removrd  a 

c<m*ldrr«bli<  iitimhrr  of  Jrwi  out  of  Uial  counlry,  and  carrlnl  llieta 

awajr  as  far  a*  tbt  Caspian  Sn.  and  ihrre  sctlleil  tt<nn.     Lowia. 

+  Jcr.xllr.  15— Itf. 
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yaViT  (luin^,  and  because  of  ibe  abominations  which  ye 
commitied ;  Uierefurt^  is  your  land  a  demolition,  and  an 
asionishtncnt,  and  a  rurso,  uiltioiil  inhabitant,  an  at  ihiKday. 
Because  ye  have  burned  inceiue,  aud  becuusv  yu  have  Binned 
a^iibjt  Jc-hu%-ah,  and  hare  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  Jehovah, 
nor  walked  in  his  law«  nnr  in  hi$  stalutos,  uor  in  htu  tcsli- 
OMKiieK;  therefore,  this  evil  is  happened  unto  you,  as  at  this 
day. 

Moreover,  Jeremiah  said  unto  all  the  people,  ind  to  all  the 
women.  Hear  the  wordof  Jehorah,  all  Judah,  that  ore  in  lite 
land  of  E^ypt;  Ihtt!)  aaith' Jehovah  of  Hosta,  the  God  of 
Israel,  saying;  Ye  and  your  wives  havo  both  spoken  with  your 
mouths,  and  fulfilled  with  your  hand,  saying.  Wo  will  Korely 
porfomi  our  vow*  that  we  have  vowed,  to  burn  incense  to  the 
queen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  drink  offerings  unto  her: 
ye  will  surely  accomplish  your  vows,  and  surely  perform  your 
TOWS.  Iherofore,  hear  ye  lh«  word  of  Jehovah,  all  Judah, 
that  dwell  in  the  land  of  E^pt ;  Behold,  1  have  swum  by 
my  ^eat  name,  saith  Jehovah,  that  my  name  shall  no  more 
he  named  in  the  mouth  of  any  man  of  Jndiih,  in  all  thf)  land 
of  B^-pt,  saying,  Jehovah,  Got),  livnth.  Beholtl,  I  will  walcb 
over  thom  for  evil,  and  nut  fur  good:  and  all  the  men  of 
Judah,  that  am  in  the  land  of  E^ypt,  nhall  be  ronfnimfd  by 
the  sword  and  by  the  famine,  until  there  be  an  nnd  of  them. 
Vol  a  small  namber  that  esenpe  the  sword,  shidi  return  out  of 
the  land  of  E^pt  into  the  land  of  Judah,  and  all  the  remnont 
of  Judah,  that  are  fj^ne  into  the  land  nf  E|;ypt  lo  mijouni 
thpre,  aliull  knuw  wIkhm*  word  Khsill  stund,  niini>,  or  iheira. 
And  this  shall  Im>  a  sii^n  unto  yuu,  saith  Jehovah,  thut  1  will 
punish  you  in  this  place,  that  )*e  may  know  that  my  wortb 
shall  surely  stand  ii^^dnst  you  fur  evil  :  thus  saith  Jehovah ; 
Behold,  I  will  givn  Plmrunli  llophra,  ktuf;  of  E^ypt,  into  lh« 
hand  of  his  enemies,  and  into  llie  hand  of  them  thai  seek  bit 
life:  an  I  gave   Zedektali,  kinic  of  Judah,  intu  the  hand  uf 
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Nebuchadnozzar,  king  uf  Babylon,  his  enemy,  and  that  sooght 
fatti  life.* 

Of  the  prophet  Jeremiati  the  sacred  record  afford*  no  further 
infunnalioD  ;t  but  wc  may  suppofte  that  he  died  in  Egypt,  worn 
out  with  griff,  anxiety,  fatigue,  and  old  ngc;  but  assured  of  a 
glorions  rewnnl  for  his  faithfulness,  at  the  hand  of  that  Being 
wb«  never  faiU  those  who  trust  in  hiro.     PJetther  docs  the 

•  J«r.  xUv.  20—30.  xWi.  13—20-  "  It  is  Terj-  remirUble,  thai  «l 
the  vi*ry  Mine  lime  when  Jeremiah  had  decUred  this  prophecy  lu 
Kgjrpt,  Rxekiel.  wliii  vis  then  in  Dohyloii.  prophetiiMi  the  same 
thing  to  his  capiiTc  brethren  there."  Ezek.  sxxii-  and  Wall  in  loco, 

t  According  to  the  account  of  St.  Jerome,  he  was  sloned  to  death 
at  Tahpanhea,  (see  p.  370)  aboutSHG  years  before  the  birlh  of  Christ, 
eUhcr  by  his  own  countrymen,  as  is  fceovritlly  maintained,  or  by  the 
E^yptiaos;  lo  ttolli  of  wtiich  people  he  tiad  rrnrlured  tiimaelfob- 
itoxloDS,  by  the  terrifying  pruphecies  which  he  had  uttered.  Tho 
chrnoicle  of  Alrsanilrla  relates,  that  the  prophet  hail  luccnsed  the 
Egyptians  by  predicting  that  ttieir  idoU  should  be  oTerthrown  by  an 
earthquake,  when  Hie  Hatinur  of  the  earth  should  be  bom  and  placed 
ia  a  manger.  His  prophecies,  huvefer,  that  are  still  extant  con- 
cerning the  cunqui-sts  of  Egypt  by  NebuchBdneKsar,  "  the  aervant 
of  Ood,"  mutt  have  been  sunicieni  to  excite  the  fears  and  hatred  of 
those  apninst  wlinm  they  were  uttered.  It  wni  added  to  this  accOODt 
which  Ptnleiny  receired,  that  Alexsndrr  the  Grfal  visiling  the  tonb 
uf  Jerrffliab,  and  hearing  what  h«  bad  predicted  concerning  hi* 
person,  ordemi  that  the  prophet's  um  should  be  renioted  to  Alexao- 
drii,  am)  built  a  roagniAcent  nionument  to  his  nemory.  This  was 
loon  readrrvd  famous,  and,  as  a  reverence  for  the  prophet's  charac- 
ter oneUoleil  it  wllli  Imaginary  influence.  It  became  celebrated  as  a 
place  of  miracles.  Other  accounts,  howerer,  relate  thol  the  prophet 
retumcil  into  hit  own  cuuntry  ;  and  irareUers  are  still  shewn  a  plaoe 
In  the  neigbourhood  of  Jerusalem,  where,  as  they  are  told,  Jeremiah 
coinpnied  his  prnpheclrt ;  and  where  Constanllne  erected  a  tooib  to 
hi)  memory.  Other  traditions  relate  that  he  was  thrown  Into  a  pit, 
and  Irinsfixed  with  darts-  Oray's  Key,  97d,  S7t}.  A.  Clahki.  Tfaa 
Jews  of  Cairo  allege  that  Jeremiah  viiited  the  exact  spot  upoD  whlcb 
tbdr  syoigugue  is  built.  Wtlson'a  TraTela,  I.  117. 
2b3 
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Scripture  give  nn  any  furlhfir  account  of  his  rebelHoos  - 
trji'men,  who  had  carried  the  prophet  into  Egjpt.* 


>  J«r.  xliv.  97,  28.    Behnld.  I  will  witch  over  them  for  evil,  an4| 
not  for  good;   bdJ  all  ihe  nicu  o(  Judalt,  thai  arc   io  the  Und  ofl 
^K}'P^'hall  be  consumed  by  Ihc  iword  and  hy  (he  rauiiae.  notll'l 
there  be  an  eotl  of  Ihem.    Vet  a  »maU  number  Ibnt  escape  the  iword,  i 
sluiU  relum  out  of  the  land  of  R^yj't  into  the  land  of  Judah  ;  and  atll 
the  remnant  of  Jtidah,  thniarfl  gone  into  Die  land  of  K^ypUo  sojnitrltl 
there,  shall  know  whoso  words  itball  itand,  tninn  or  theirs ;  (Jtr* 
xlir.  27,  2S.)  and  ft  ii  raost  probable  that  most  of  these  rebollioua 
Jews  r«U  into  tb«  hands  ofNpbuchadneszar.  when  be  shortly  after- 
wards   Invaded   Egypt,   and   spread   devaslatioa   from    Mis<h>)    laj 
Cyrene.    Frid.l.  1»7.  I 

"  How  these  prophecies  were  fulflUod  we  learn  from  ancient 
hislurinns.  The  som  of  >uch  inrormilion  Is  this : — The  subjects 
ofllophra  rebelling,  he  scot  Amasu,  one  of  his  generals.*  to  redue«i 
Ihem  to  their  duly.  But  uo  sooner  had  Ammii  be^n  to  make  hitl 
speech,  than  they  fixed  a  helmet  on  his  head,  ond  proclaimetl  him 
king.  Aoiasu  accfpled  ihe  litU*,  and  conGrmi-d  Ihtr  P.gypiiiiRS  la 
their  revolt ;  and  the  greater  psrt  of  the  nRtion  declaring  for  him, 
Hopkrn  was  obliged  to  return  Into  L-'pp^r  Egypt ;  and  the  country 
being  thus  weakened  by  intestine  war,  was  attacked  and  eaaU] 
overcome  by  Nebachadnozzar,  who,  oo  ({ulitlDg  li,  left  AmoHt  hi| 
viceroy.  After  Nrbuchadtiez^ar's  departure,  Apriet,  or  Hopkr\ 
marched  against  Amatif:  but,  being  defeated  at  Memphis,  vaitaka 
prisoner,  carried  to  SaVs,  and  strangled  In  his  own  palace,  thafl 
verlfyiog  thii  prophecy.  Herodot.  Euterpe.  Tbua  Nehuchadnezi 
made  an  easy  conquest  of  the  land.  He  conquered  it  as  easily  i 
tt  iktpkerd  pull  QH  kU  (toai  j  W  i««»l  (4ritr«  ii  pfact,  having  cloth« 
blnsolf  with  Its  spoils;  and  kept  all  quiet  under  a  vioeroy  of  hll 
own  ehnotlog.  The  rebrllion  of  Pharaoh's  aubjecls  was  the  ^n 
that  Cod  iindUd  ■«  Eifypl.  (Jcr.  lUil  12.}  And  thus  was  b* 
dtUvettii  into  Ik*  handt  t\fhii  entmiti,  his  revolted  people,  and  iafa 
tkt  hand  qfUm  leAo  laufc^t  4fi  liKe,  vit—Amiuii,  his  general  And 
thus  tha  whole  prophecy  was  literally  fulfitled."  A.  CtAzcK. 
*  Dr.  WtU  Mjn  ti<  ««•  Mvptira't  9wti  M«, 


THI  GAPTIVITT. 


THE    CAPTIVITY. 

We  hare  wtca  that  lh«  prophets  Ezekiel  and  Daniel  wen 
taken  amongiEt  the  raptjvra  to  Itftbylon,  and  it  was  during  that 
captivity  (hat  their  prophecies  weru  delivered. 

In  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and 
before  the  rebellion  of  Jehoiakini,  the  former  monarch  had  a 
dreum,  wherewilh  hi:t  spirit  was  troubled,  but  ubich  he  had 
wholly  forgotten.  All  the  wise  men  of  the  Chaldeans  having 
failed  to  rocover  ttuH  dream,  and  being  immediately  con- 
deniued  to  death*  as  they  justly  deserved,  for  pretending  to 
fureti'l  that  of  which  they  knew  ihey  were  wholly  iffnorant, 
Jehovah  coodetireiided  to  put  honour  upon  the  propbeC 
Daniel,  nut  only  by  conununi eating  to  him  the  remarkable 
dream  of  the  metallic  image,  but  aUo  by  enabling  him,  thence 
^u  |K>urlray  and  depict  tlie  four  grt-^at  ntonarebies,  which  have 
cvor  aincu  more  or  loss  ruled  tbc  civilized  world,* 

Nebuchadnezzar  having  returned  to  lIab>lon  with  bia 
army,  after  the  ciipli\ity  of  Zetlekiah,  set  up  the  golden  imagr 
in  honour  of  hlitgod,  in  the  pUiins  of  Dura,  which  gave  rise 
In  that  magnificent  display  of  the  divine  power,  which  ia 
related  by  the  name  prophet. + 

AAertbia,  llie  Bubylouish  monarch  proctcded  to  bcsiogf^ 
the  cily  of  Old  TjTe ;  but  whiUt  hia  army  lay  there,  he 
dlKpairhMl  Nebuzaradan,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  put  a 
huiAbiug  stroke  tu  the  ravage  of  Jerusalem,  probably  in 
n^tngt  for  the  murder  of  Gedaliah;  when  he  took  from 
dMnee  745  pcnons,  being  all  that  tiion  remained  of  that 
t  ifsmense  population.^ 


•  Daa.  i.    8«e  iliU  prophecy  IllosinitKl  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 

B|h  Ntrwton,  anil  til   ilie  commeaUlori[  snil  ■  loaj^  HIseonrM 
rftpcfliing  II  In  Aflatn  CItrltc,  Kelih,  Ac- 

f  Dan.Ui.                t  i«r.lll.80.  PrM.  (  12\. 
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Nebacfaadnezzor  baving^  taken  Tyre  after  ibirteen  yeaw 
■icgej*  iuid  when  every  head  was  becNHno  bald,  und  every 
slioulder  pceled.t  proceeded  to  Egjpt,  and  conquered  and 
lay  waste  the  whole  of  that  counlrv,  and  ihea  took  capliva 
those  Jews  whu  had  fled  with  Johaiiaii  intu  that  kingdom  ;X 
and  returning  to  Babylon  with  hU  spoils,  bud  bU  dream  of  a 
great  tree,  which  was  interprnted  by  Daniel, §  who  conrluded 
with  the  followiug  fanjest  appeal  ^  Wherefore,  O  king,  let 
nty  coun^'l  be  arc(>))table  untu  thee,  and  bn^ak  off  thy  siua 
by  righteousness,  and  thine  iniquities  by  showing  mercy  to 
the  poor;  if  it  may  be  a  lengthening  of  thy  tranquil  I  ity.|| 

Being  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  tlie  greater  part  ufwbich 
he  bad  conquered,  this  mighty  monarch  »el  himself  to 
improTe  and  beautify  hia  metrupolia  of  Babylon ;  a  minute 
description  of  the  exlmurdiaury  splendour  and  strength  of 
which  may  l>e  aceii  in  Prideaux.1T 

Jntlated  with  pride,  and  forgetful  of  his  tiream,  and  the 
warning  admonition  of  the  prophet,  this  proud  monarch,  while 
walkins:  in  the  palace,  or  ritiling  in  (he  luxuiy  of  greatness, 
exclaimed,  Is  nut  Ibis  Bahyltm  that  i  have  built,  for  the  hooM 
of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  my  [wwer,  and  for  the  honoor 
of  my  majesty  ?  While  the  word  was  in  the  king*smouth,  there 
ielJ  a  voice  fmin  heaven,  saying;  O  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  lu 
theo  it  is  spoken  ;  the  ktugdum  ia  departed  from  thee.  And 
they  shall  drive  thee  from  men,  and  thy  dwelling  shall  be 
with  (he  beasts  of  the  5eld  :  they  shall  make  thee  to  eat  gfMi 
as  oxen,  aiul  wvvu  times  shall  pass  over  ihee,  until  thon 
know  that  the  Most  High  ruletb  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and 
giveth  it  tn  whomsoever  he  will.  The  satue  hour  was  the 
thing  futfiUiNl  upon  Nebuchadnezzar:  and  he  was  driven 
fnMn  men,  and  did  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  bis  body  was  wet 
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with  tlie  flew  of  heaven,  till  hU  hairft  were  growm  like  eagles* 
fealhers,  and  his  naiU  like  birdf*  claws.* 

At  the  end  of  seven  years,  upon  being  restored  to  bu 
BSeonAble  faculljps,  he  gave  God  the  glory  dae  to  his  name; 
'W which  ito  better  evidence  cun  be  oflered,  than  the  desire 
expressed  by  himself,  that  this  wonderful  transRction  should 
be  made  known  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  :  Nehtichadnezxar, 
the  king",  unto  all  people,  nations,  and  langiia^,  that  dwcU 
io  all  the  earth  ;  Peat^c  be  nutUi|)liMl  nolo  ymi,  1  thought  it 
good  to  sltew  tbe  st^i.s  and  wonden  that  the  High  God  hath 
wrought  toward  me.  How  great  are  his  signs,  and  how 
mighty  lire  hiA  wunder^i.  His  kingdom  is  an  nverlasliiig 
kingdom,  and  hisdominion  is  from  generation  to  p>neralion. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  days,  I,  Nebuchadnezzar,  lifted  ap 
mine  eyes  unto  huaven,  and  mine  understanding  returned 
unto  me,  and  I  bles&i-d  the  Most  High,  and  I  praised  and 
honoured  biin  that  livuth  fur  eviT,  whose  dominion  is  an 
cverlaxliug  dominion,  and  his  kingdom  is  from  generation  to 
generation :  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed 
unolbing:  and  ho  doeth  arronling  to  liis  will,  in  the  anny 
of  beavvn,  and  among  the  inhabitants  nf  the  earth  :  and  none 
can  stay  his  hand,  or  say  unto  hiim.  What  doesi  thou?  At 
the  same  lime,  my  reason  n-turned  unto  me ;  and  for  the  glory 
of  my  kingdom,  mine  honour  and  brigbluess  relumed  unto 
me;  awl  my  counsellors  and  my  lords  sought  unto  me;  and 
1  was  eslatilishetl  in  my  kingdom,  and  excellent  majenly  was 
added  untu  me.  Now  1,  Nebucliadnezzar,  praise,  and  extid, 
and  honour  the  King  of  Heaven,  all  whose  works  are  truth, 
and  hia  ways  Judgment :  and  those  that  walk  in  pride,  he  ia 
ftble  Io  abase,  t 

Zedekiab's  name  is  not  irientiimed  iirtvr  his  apprehension: 
and,   therefore,  be   inoxt   probably  died  in  cunltDemcnt  at 
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Babylon.    But  not  so  his  elder  brother  JchoUrbin ;  for  alter 
beiug  kept  ui  custody  duriug;  the  whole  remaining  reign  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  and  during  which  most  of  the  ftlmvo  extra* 
ordinar}'  and  wonderful  events  took  place;  he  was  released 
on  the  decease  of  ihat  mighty  monarcfai  by  hia  son  and  suc- 
cessor, Evilinerodach,  who  spake  kindly  to  him,  and  set  bia  , 
throne  above  Ibo  throne  uf  the  kin;^  that  were  with  him  in 
Babylon,  and  changed  his  prison  garments:  and  Jehoiitchia 
did  continually  eal  bread  before  him  all  the  days  of  bia  life.  J 
And  for  bis  diet,  then^  was  a  cuntinuMi  purtion  given  him  of  ' 
the  king  of  Babylon,  even-  day  until  ibe  day  of  his  death.* 
Ill  onlt-r  to  keep  up  the  conneclion  of  ihc  bistor)*,  a  slight 
digression  is  indispensable,  for  ihe  puqH>se  of  introducing 
one  of  the  most  extraordinan'  and  iDtere8tin<;^  tndiridnals  of 
profane  untiiiuity,  not  only  with  n^spcct  tu  his  military  and 
political  chanictcr,  but  more  especially  in  regard  to  his  being' 
the  specially  appointed  instrument  of  the  Most  High,  long 
previunsly  furetidd ;  and  prepared  to  restore   the   remnant 
of  his  chosen  people,  lo  their  native  and  desulatp  country. 

Nearly  a  century  previous  1u  this  period,  and  even  long 
.before  the  desolation  had  taken  place,  the  evangelical  pro- 
phet had  thus  anticipated  the  osistence  and  exploits!  of 
this  distin^ishcd  conqupror.  '*TbuB  saith  Jehovah,  the 
Kedeeiner,  lliat  saith  of  Cyrus,  he  is  my  shepherd,  and  mall 
perform  all  my  pleasure,  even  saying  to  Jerusalem,  Tfaon 
shall  be  built;  and  to  the  temple.  Thy  fuundntiun  shall  be 
laid.  Thus  saith  Jehovah  to  his  anuinletl,  lu  Cyrus  whoM 
right  hand  liave  1  holdim,  to  subilue  naliuna  befurc  him.*''f  ■ 

Cyrus  was  (he  sun  of  Curabyiii*s,  who  was  either  the  kin^t 
or  a  ni>bU'nian  uf  Persia,  by  Maiidana,  the  daughter  of 
Astyagt^s,  king  uf  Media.  Cynu  beJng  educated  at  tiic 
court  of  his  gri«ndfatber  Astyagcs  accompanied  that  priuc 

•  Jer.  tli.ai— 34.     SKIniti.uT.V7— 30. 
t  It.  xllr.  i^-^W.  ilv.  I.     Bp.  NewtoB,  i.  IM.    Prid.  1. 1 
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In  bU  war  ao^ilnsl  Evilnierutlach,  uiid  muchdistinguiiilicd  him- 
self in  «  victory  which  was  then  obtained  over  Ihul  monaTch  ; 
and  afterwards  rcturwd  lo  hU  father  in  Foraia.* 

Rvilmenwlafh  hnvin*;  Ijopii  assa&sinaled,  was  surrei^dwl  by 
hin  brutb(?r-iu-l'<iu-,  Neriglisssar,  and  on  the  di'alh  urjnhoia- 
chin,  the  particulars  of  which  do  not  appoar»  Sjlathiel,  his 
•on,  b<?came  nominal  prinre  of  the  Jews,  or  as  they  were 
caIUkJ  fur  many  y;«nonitioDs,  the  head  of  (he  caplivity.f 

On  I  ho  death  of  Astyaf;cs,  he  wan  succeeded  by  hU  son, 
Cyaxare^  II.,  also  caUitl  PariiiR,  the  Itledu;^  a^^inttt  whom 
Nerij^issar    having    formed  a  powerful  confederacy,    that 

*  Prill.  I.  U7— 140.  quoting  Xenopbon'a  Cyropietl,  and  KerodotDi. 
t  9  EMltKS,  V.  10.  NotwilhsUuidliiff  ihe  loss  of  the  aut^orlty.  they 
■liU  Vrpt  u|i  Ihe  lilla ;  and  for  ■  f  rcat  luany  tgr$  arirr.  in  the  part* 
about  Babvloa.  there  was  ilways  one  of  the  house  of  Oatld,  which, 
by  th«  oirao  of  iho  head  of  iW  captivity,  wii  acknowledged  and 
hoDOured  as  a  prince  anong  tho  pco|)lc,  and  bad  some  lott  of  jurif* 
diction,  as  Tar  an  it  was  consistent  with  llio  gnvernnifnl  lliey  wera  , 
Dti<)er,  always  in*e«tt>d  in  liini ;  and  soinclimes  a  raliflralioa  wat  I 
oblaiurd  of  it  from  Ihe  princes  that  rvigncd  lu  lliat  couat/y.  And  it 
!■  said  this  pageantry  is  ittill  kept  up  among  thctn  ;  and  chiefly,  It 
ftrena*.  that  they  may  b«  fumishrd  from  hence  alth  ao  answer  lo 
flfc  the  t'hrUlians,  whrn  Ihcy  urge  the  prnphrcy  of  Jacob  (Gen. 
ilix.  10.)  among*!  Ibeni:  for  wlifusoever,  fiom  the  prophvey,  it  la 
prca*ed  upon  lliem  that  the  MtrAsiah  most  bo  cotne,  becftuse  tha  ' 
acrpttc  it  now  dcpirted  from  Judah,  and  there  Is  i>o  ni'ire  a  lawgiirr 
among  thrm  from  between  his  feet,  we  are  cotnnimily  told  of  ikit 

thtad  nftht  captUilyi  th«ir  usual  answer  tH>ing.  that  Ihu  acfplro  If 
still  pret cni-d  among  them  in  the  htttd  ^fthr  cvtitttiiyi  aad  llmt  the/  J 
have   alio   In   their   N'aal,   or  prince  of   the  Hanhediim,   (another  j 
pageantry  olBccr  of  Ibeirs)  a  lawgiver  from  between  lht<  ferl  ofl 
Judah  (that  is,  of  his  sved)  still  remaining  In  Israrl.     But  ifthea* 

tofleen  arc  now  ceas«d  fioio  among  them,  as  lotne  of  lliem  will 
aAnowledge.  then  thU  answer  must  cease  also,  and  Iho  prophecy 
retumi  In  lis  full  force  upon  them  ;  aod  why  do  Ihey  then  aoy  longer 
retist  the  power  of  ll  1     Prid.  i.  1  Id. 

}   Dan.  V.  91.     Anialm  Bayley  In  loco.     Prid.  i.  10^107. 
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monarch  callod  Cyras  to  his  help,  and  on  his  arriTal  with 
30,U00  Pcrsiuns,  gave  him,  :ilfu>,  thp  rommaiul  of  the  MrHinn 
umiy.  After  three  years  these  piiwerful  aniiies  met,  and 
Neriglissar  w;ui  defeated  and  slatm* 

The  BahyUminn  monarch  was  succeediMl  by  hia  son,  La- 
horosoiirchod,  with  whi>ni  Cvniii  cnutintied  the  war,  and 
twice  npprociched  the  walls  of  Bnhvlon,  and  then  rettimed 
with  his  victorious  »rmy  towards  Mfdta;  and  wiit  for 
Cyaxares,  to  consult  with  hini  as  to  the  falure  operations  of 
the  war.t 

Laburosiiarchod,  bavin*  been  usaasinal«d  by  his  subjects, 
was  succeeded  by  NaboiiadiuSr  or,  as  he  is  railed  in  Scripture, 
B«lsbazznr,  a  wicked  prince;  but  during  whosn  reipi,  Iha 
goTcmnicnt  was  chiefly  adniinlstereil  by  his  mother,  Nicotri 
u  woman  uf  sin<;iilar  ability.^ 

In  the  first  ye:ir  of  this  monarch's  reign,  tfae  vision  of  the 
beasts  and  boms  was  revealed  to  Daniel.Ji  bein«  in  anb- 
■tance,  but  under  different  emblemtt,  an  amplificatiuo  of 
NetHichadnezzar's  metallic  image. 

In  the  (hint  ye:ir  of  Ihe.roi^  uf  ihi»  monarch,  the  pruphel 
Daniel  saw  the  virion  of  the  nun  and  the  ho  guat,i|  which 
foretold  the  overthrow  of  the  Penjian  ciitpiro,  by  Alexand 
the  Great,  ami  the  jieraecutiuu  of  the  Jews,  by  Antiochi 
Epiphaiies,  king  of  SyTia.1I 

Cyrus  havlnf^  defeated  Croesus,  king  of  Lydiu,  itnd  taketi 
his  capital  city  of  Sardis:  and  subdued  »ll  the  surrounding 
oatiuDS,  from  the  £gean  sea  lo  the  Liiphratea,  as  well  aa  in 
Syria  and  Arabia,  and  overthrown  BeUhazzarin  baiil«,  shut 
him  up,  and  lnwieg^ed  him  in  llnhylon.** 

God  had  declared  by  bis  prophet   Isaiah  ;    **I  will  hxns 
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the  loins  of  kinj^,  to  open  before  bim  the  two  leatrH  gales, 
and  the  g:At4*H  mIiuU  nni  be  nhvi :  1  will  go  before  th^e,  and 
make  lhi>  crooked  plares  straig^ht :  I  will  break  in  pieres  iha 
galQSof  bra«8,  and  rut  in  siuider  ll)*>  bar«  uriroii :  itnd  I  will 
give  ihee  Ibe  irtr)tsure«  of  darknewi,  and  hidden  riches  of 
aecret  places,*  Ihal  thou  mayeat  know  Ibat  I,  Jebovah,  who 
call  thee  by  thy  uame,  xtn  ihe  God  of  Israel.  For  Jacob  my 
sorvaut'a  sake,  and  larael  mine  eli^t,  1  Imre  even  called  lhe« 
by  thy  name ;  I  have  siimained  thee»  though  thoti  hast  not 
known  nie.f 

And  ttfaiUt  Belshasar,  the  kin^,  made  a  great  frftst  to  a 
ibovtBiid  of  his  lords,  and  drank  wine  before  the  thousand, 
BfUiazzar,  whilst  he  tasted  the  wine,  commanded  to  bring 
the  gulden  and  silver  vessels,  which  bis  father  Nebuchad- 
nezzar had  token  out  of  tl>e  temple,  which  was  in  Jpru»alcm  ; 
Ibat  the  king-,  and  his  princcH,  his  wives,  and  his  cnnrubines, 
migfat  drink  therein.  Then  they  brought  the  golden  ve'jseU 
that  were  taken  out  of  the  temple  of  the  house  of  God,  which 
was  at  Jenisiilcm ;  and  the  king,  and  liU  princev,  and  his 
wivca,  and  his  concubines,  drank  in  them.  They  drank  wine, 
and  praiAe<I  the  godn  ufgold,  and  of  silver,  of  hra«i,  of  tron* 
of  wood,  and  of  atone.     In  the  same  hour  caroo  forth  fingere 


•  "  Strdi*  and  Dkb)  lull,  when  Ukon  by  Cyrus,  w«r«  tll«  weal- 
thiest elllps  In  the  nrurld.  Ckebu*,  ct-lctmletl  beyontl  kll  the  ktDfr« 
uf  that  age  for  hU  riches,  gave  np  bit  (rea'«arci  lo  Cyrn*.  writh  au 
mcicl  ■ceount  in  writing  of  Ihe  vtiole.  contftintnfr  the  particolan 
with  which  each  wagf  oa  was  loatteil  uhrn  they  wrre  carrlnl  away  ; 
anil  they  wrre  ileltterMi  to  Cyrus  at  the  jinlare  of  Rahyli>n."  Cymp, 
llb.tl).  A.Ciarkeon  lMlBh,i1«-3  Foran  nceounl  of  ihedenlruction 
and  prearot  alate  of  Sardia,  aflerwarda  Ihe  aeal  of  uuo  of  the  apos* 
Tblleal  churches  la  A»)ti.  and  now  itiv  village  Hart,  kco  Jo».  Mllnrr'i 
Hcnnofl«.  vol.  iv.  pp.  1 17 — 140.  Jonea"  Lectures  on  Uie  Ajjocalypte, 
RO.  T.  MUner's  History  of  Ihe  Sevca  Churohea  of  Aaia.  pp-  2IJ6--^ia6, 
t  Is.  tlv.  »— 1. 
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of  a  niari*K  hand,  and  wrnto  over  a^insl  thn  runi!lE*stirk  upon 
the  pUi:»ter  of  the  wull,  of  lh<*  kiii;;'s  pa  I  an- :   and  iKe  king 
I  saw  the  part  of  the   hund   that  wrote.     Theo  tliu   king's 
couutenancc  was  changed,  and  hiA  thotighta  trnubl(*d  him,  »u 
that  ihe  jointa  of  hU  luins  were  luot>cd,  ajtd  his  kiK-cs  ^mote 
one  against  another.     The  king  cried  aloud  to  bring  in  (be 
ftstrologen.  the  Chaldeans,  and  the  soolbsay^rs.     And  th« 
king  spake,  and  said  to  the  wise  men  of  Babylon,  Whmoever 
shall  read  this  writing,  and  shew  me  the  interprctatinn  ihercof, 
shall  be  clothed  with  scarlet,  and  have  a  rbain  of  gold  about 
hij  neck,  and  liliall  be  the  third  ntler  in  the  kingdom.     Then 
camo  in  all  ibu  king^s  wise  men :  but  they  could  not  read* 
the  writing,  nor  make  known  to  the  king  the  interpretation 
thereof.     Then  was  king  Bebhazzar  grently  troubled,  and  his 
countenance  was  changed  in  him,  and  his  lords  were  agtonte<t. 
Now  the  quecn.t  by  reason  of  the  words  of  the  king  and 
his  lords,  caine  into  the  banquet  house;  and  the  qneea  q»ke, 
and  said,  O  king,  live  for  ever:   let  not  thy  thoughts  trouble 
thee,  nor  let  thy  coimlenance  be  changed  :   there  is  a  man  in 
tby  kingdom,  in  whom  U  the  spirit  of  the  holy  gods;  and  in 


*  The  reason  why  Ihry  roiild  nol  rend  ll  was,  l>rcaaiie  it  was 
wrlttrn  In  rhn  oM  fletirew  Icttrn.  now  callcil  the  Samiriltn  chs* 
^<)(«r.  which  the  BahyUtniann  knew  nothinf;  of.  Prdl-  I.  I6|.  Pof 
which  charaeier  irc  WtUon's  Polyglot,  antl  Hhackford,  tul.l.  p.Sftl. 
BMidea  which,  each  word  Blood  Urr  a  nentenoo. 

t  "The  queen  nolher,  Nieolris.  the  widow  of  KTiloierodieh,  Is 
generally  BU|>posi<d  to  bp  meant.  She  wis  a  wotnaii  of  great  eaps- 
cily  niid  rrpuUtiua  ;  and  hrr  acllie  and  prudent  managrment  ttad 
btan,  for  vome  ilme,  the  chief  stay  of  the  empire. — She  fipaKe  of 
Dsalrl  in  language  atmilar  (a  what  hrr  fallirr-)n-law  Nrbuchad- 
nexur  had  used.  aiKl  which  ihu  probably  had  Iramrd  from  liim  ;  for 
■he  wa»  aged,  ami  Nebuchadneizar  liail  not  bt«n  deud  afaoTe 
twrnly-four  years,  an  thai  iho  no  doubt  well  rcuimibrrcd  ihr  estrs' 
ordinary  ateitta  which  had  occuirad  hiwarda  the  cloae  of  hla  life." 
Soorr. 
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the  days  of  tliy  fathor,  Usht,  and  understanding,  and  wisdom, 
like  ihc  wi^oin  of  the  guils,  wus  found  in  him;  whom  the 
king  NcbuchadnrzTJir,  ihy  fuibtfr,  Ihc  king:,  I  say,  thy  blher, 
made  master  of  the  mai^irians,  iistroliigrrs,  Chaldrans,  And 
■ootbsa) or& -.  fomsinufh  as  an  excrlk-nt  spirit,  and  knunledgi^, 
and  undemlaadiag,  interpreting  of  drenms,  and  shewing  of 
bard  M^^t(^^cox,  and  diswiving  of  doubts,  were  found  in  the 
tame  Danit^l,  whom  the  king  nnm«l  Belt(4tha77ar:  now  lot 
Dttiiiel  hv  called,  and  he  will  nhew  the  interpretatiuu.  Then 
WW  Duniel  bruught  in  before  the  king. 

And  the  king  spake  and  said  unto  Daniel,  An  ibou  that 
Danii'l.  which  art  of  the  childrt'n  of  the  raptivtiv  of  Judab, 
whom  the  king,  my  fnlher,  brought  out  of  Jewri*?  I  have 
even  beard  of  Ibec,  that  tiie  spirit  of  the  gods  is  in  ihee,  and 
(bat  light,  and  andcratunding,  and  excellent  wisdom  is  found 
in  ihep-  And  now  ihe  uisi'  men,  thp  astrologers,  have  been 
brought  in  befiire  me,  that  tliey  should  road  this  writing,  and 
moke  known  nnio  me  the  interpret ulion  thereof:  but  they 
could  nut  shew  Ibe  inlf.>rpretalion  of  ibe  thing:  and  I  have 
heard  nf  thco,  that  tituu  canttt  make  interpretations,  and  dis- 
•olvc  doubt»:  now  if  ihou  ranst  read  the  writing,  aud  make 
knows  to  me  the  interpretation  thereof,  thou  shalt  be  clotbcd 
with  icariet,  and  ha%e  a  chain  of  gold  about  tby  neck,  and 
■ball  be  the  ibini  ruler  in  iho  kingdom, 

Tben  Daniel  answered  and  said  before  the  king.  Let  thy 
^fts  be  to  thyself,  and  give  thy  rewards  to  another:  yrt  I 
will  read  the  writing  untu  the  king,  and  make  known  to  him 
Ibe  icilrrprctation.  O  ibuu  king,  the  most  high  God  gavu 
Mcbuchsdnezzar,  lb)  father,  a  kingdom,  and  majesty,  and 
glory,  and  honour :  and  fur  the  majesty  ibal  he  gave  biu, 
all  (leople.  natiuns  and  langii.igcs,  tn^mblcd  and  feared 
bcfun-  hitii :  Mhuiii  In*  would  lie  slew ;  and  whom  he  wouU* 
be  kt*pl  alive ;  and  whom  he  would  he  Met  up  ;  and  whom  htt 
would  hu  put  down,     liuf  when  his  heart  was  lifted  up,  and 
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iiU  miud  hardened  in  pride,  he  was  deposed  from  his  kingly 
throne,  and  they  took  bis  glory  from  him  :  and  he  was  driTcn 
from  the  sons  uf  men  ;  and  his  heart  waa  made  like  the  heaiU ; 
and  bis  dwelling  waft  with  (he  wild  am:  tliey  fed  him  with 
great  like  oxen,  and  his  body  waa  wet  %rith  the  dew  of 
heaven ;  till  he  knew  tliat  the  most  high  God  ruled  in  lb« 
kin^fdom  of  men,  and  that  he  appointeth  over  it  whomsucver 
he  will.  And  tlioii  his  son,  O  BoUbazzar,  hast  not  bumbled 
thine  heart,  though  thou  knewest  all  this;  bnt  hast  liAed  up 
thyself  a^inst  ihi>  Lord  of  Heaven,  and  they  have  brought 
the  vessels  of  bis  house  before  thee,  and  thooi  and  thy  lords* 
thy  wives,  and  ihv  conrtibinipK,  have  drunk  wine  in  them; 
and  thou  ha^t  praLanl  the  gods  of  silver,  and  gvld»  of  brmss, 
inm,  wood,  and  atone,  which  see  not,  nor  hear,  nor  know : 
aikd  <hc  God  in  whose  hand  thy  breath  is,  and  whoae  are  all 
thy  waySt  bast  thou  nut  glorilied  :  then  was  the  part  of  the 
band  sent  from  him;  and  this  writing  was  whrton.  And 
this  is  the  writing  that  was  written,  JfeUnf ,  £Atnt,  Cchtl, 
npbAtSin.* 

This  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing :  ^tnf ;  God  hath 
number^  thy  kingdom,  and  finished  it.  tTffad;  thun  ait 
weighed  in  the  balances,  and  art  found  wanting,  ^titf.  thy 
king:dom  is  dividfd,  and  given  to  the  Modes  and  Persiana. 

'I  Ik-i)  aiimnanded  Uelsbazzar,  and  ihcy  clothe<l  Daniel 
with  scarlet,  and  put  a  chain  of  goh)  about  his  neck,  and 
mod)*  H  prorlamntion  cnnceming  him,  that  he  should  be  lh« 
third  ruler  in  the  kin;;dom.t 

Neither  di<l  the  vc^ngeance  of  God  tarry;  for  pn^iably 
whilst  oven  the  prophet  wad  speaking,  and  in  the  naidalof . 


*  "  The  literal  ointnliift  of  thM»  wordf  scrmt  lo  bp,   tie  hslh 
numbered.  Ha  hiih  nbrnb^d-tl.  Il«hi 


IL"    BcoTT.     Hee  also  JMr|>hiis>l*  W. 
f-   D«it.  V.  I— SO. 


eighcJ,  sni  ibey  dlvlila 


the  mt  uid  drbanchcry,  which  had  tliis  ni^ht  left  the  city 
defencpIeiB,  and  the  t>;aiTi-4on  ofT  ihcir  piard  ;  C>tu.4,  (ipoiiing 
the  bead  uf  iht*  trenrhes  on  iHilh  shIps  the  Euphniipx,  so 
duiined  ibe  river,  that  two  lianda  of  bis  »uldii-n>  beaded  by 
Gobrias  and  Gadates,  Habylonian  nublemen.  who  had  been 
driven  iQto  rcboUiou  by  the  atrocities  of  Laborosoarcbod,* 
penetrated  into  the  dr}*  canal,  and  actually  found  the  f^traf 
of  brass  on  both  dde^  the  river,  open  \  and  immediately 
forcing  their  way  into  the  palace,  they  slew  the  drunken 
monarch  and  hia  nobles  amidit  their  rereU,  and  obtained 


♦  Prid.  J.  IM. 
t  Than  Mith  Jehovah  to  his  anointed ,  to  Cyrui,  trhose  rlf  hi  hand 
I  hare  hnldrn.  to  aubdue  nittlodii  heforc  hita  ;  and  I  will  luoie  the 
loitu  of  klnirii.  to  o|>rn  brrore  him  the  iwo'lcavcd  gales,  and  the 
g9Ut  thnll  nnt  A«  iA«f.  1  will  $0  before  thee,  otid  moke  the  crooked 
places  itrnlght ;  I  will  bresk  in  pli-ces  llie  gateft  of  br«^«.  and  cut  Id 
aundrr  the  tiora  i>f  Iron.  And  I  will  give  lliee  the  treatiufM  of 
darkavtt,  and  hidden  rlchet  of  lecrel  iiiacea,  that  llioa  laayett 
know  tliKl  1 ,  Jeliovnh,  who  call  thee  by  Ihy  mme.  am  llw  God  of 
lirael.  For  Jnenh,  my  lerrant't  take,  anU  Urael,  nine  elect,  I  have 
even  caltrd  thR«  by  thy  name  ;  I  have  aurnined  thee,  Ihoufth  thott 
kaal  out  known  nie.  1  am  Jehovah,  and  there  ll  none  eUe,  there  ta 
00  Ood  beside  me  ;  I  girded  thee.  lh«ugh  thou  bast  not  kaowo  ne. 
If.  xlv.  L.  A,  Prepare  against  her  iho  nations,  with  the  kings  of 
Ihe  Mrdct,  the  caplalna  Ihvrcof,  and  all  the  rolera  Ihereof,  and  all 
the  land  of  his  doiuininn,  And  Ihe  land  ahBll  Irenihle  ami  sorrow, 
for  crery  purpose  of  Jvhovab  ttiall  be  perfonord  agalnil  Babyluo, 
to  make  Ih*  land  of  Babylon  a  deaolalion  without  aa  tnhabilaoL 
The  mighty  men  of  Babylon  hava  forboni  to  Bght ;  they  bare 
remained  In  their  holds  ;  their  ntiglit  balh  failed  ;  they  became  aa 
women ;  they  hane  burned  ber  dwdlltig  places  ;  her  ban  are  broken. 
Oae  post  shall  ran  to  nierl  another,  and  one  messenger  to  raeel 
another,  to  shew  the  king  of  Babylon  that  bis  city  is  lakea  at  Ma 
and.  And  that  the  passages  arc  slitpped,  and  the  reiila  Ihey  bava 
bumeil    wiih   Are,  aod  Ihe   men  of  war   ar«  affrigbled.     Jer,  II, 
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pojsonricm  of  Uabtloh  the  Great.*     So  that  same  tiigfat 
was  Belsbazzar,  the  kingr  of  the  Chaldeans,  slaiD.f 


*  Prid,  i.  100,160.  "  The  Euphrates,  in  the  middle  of  the  sammer, 
from  the  melting  of  the  snows  on  the  moaataioi  of  Armenia,  like  the 
Nile,  overflews  the  conntry.  In  order  to  diminish  the  Innndatlon, 
and  to  eariT  off  the  waters,  two  canals  were  made  by  Neboehad- 
n«H«r,  a  hundred  miles  above  the  city ;  the  first  on  the  eastern  ride, 
called  Naharmaica,  or  the  royal  rirer,  by  which  the  Euphrates  was 
let  into  the  Tigris  ;  the  other  on  the  weslem  side.calied  PaliacopM, 
or  Naharaga,  (nahar  agam,  the  river  of  the  pool)  by  which  the 
rednndant  waters  were  carried  into  a  vast  lalte,  forty  miles  sqoare, 
eontrlTed  not  only  to  lessen  the  inondatioo,  bat  for  a  reservoir,  with 
•Iniees,  to  water  the  barren  country  on  the  Arabian  side. 

Cyrus,  by  turning  the  whole  river  into  the  lalie  b(  the  Pailacopas, 
laid  the  ctiannel,  where  It  ran  through  the  city,  almost  dry  ;  so  that 
his  army  entered  it,  both  above  and  below,  by  the  bed  of  theriver, 
the  water  not  reaching  above  the  middle  of  the  thigh.  By  the  great 
quantity  of  the  water  let  into  the  lalte,  the  sluices  and  dama  were 
destroyed ;  and  being  never  repaired  afterwards,  the  waters  spread 
over  the  whole  country  below,  and  reduced  it  to  a  morass,  in  which 
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Cyrus  having  tiios  made  himself  maslc-r  uf  Babylon,  took 
pussessiun  uf  tht^  government  in  tha  name  of  his  uncle, 
DaxiuH,*  and  having;  vi&iled  both  Persia  and  MediB,  and  mar- 
Hfld  a.  daughter  of  Darius,  that  monarch  returned  with  him 
lo  Babvtuu.t 

Dariaa  having'  divided  tlic  kingdom  into  provinces,  and  set 
over  thpm  120  princes,  appointed  tlirec  presidents  to  super- 
intend them,  of  whom  the  prtiphet  Duniel,  on  account  of  his 
gr«u  wisdom  and  experience,  was  named  ll>o  firel.  Ruu;4ed 
by  jealou&y  at  this  appnintment,  his  rolleapies  sought  oc- 
casion for  accnsinf^  bim  (•>  Darius,  Cynis  being-  then  absent 
on  an  expedition  into  Syria  and  Ethiopia  ;^  but  such  was  hit 
fidelity  Hud  purity  ofruiidutl,  ihiti  no  op|H>rlunily  for  dutn<sf 
so  was  affimlt>d  them.  All  other  stratagems  failin>;,  they  had 
recounw  to  entrap  him,  as  lo  his  relif;ious  worship.  That 
worship  had  perhaps  become  more  conspicuous  frutu  Daniel, 
havinj^  unduntooil  by  books,  the  number  of  tbo  yoara,whnreof 
tbe  word  of  Jehovah  came  tu  Jert-miali  the  prophet.^  that 
be  would  accomplish  seventy  yean  in  the  desolations  of 
J«ruaa)eiu. 

And  I  set  my -face  unto  the  Lord  God,  to  sock  by  ptayer, 
and  supplicalionis  with  fasting,  and  sackclutb,   and  aahea:  t| 


•  Dw.v.81.  -f  Prill.  1.  167.  X  Prid.l.  lOB. 

\  Jer.  XXV.  13.  xxlx.  10. 
I  **  The  prophet  was  much  sbovr  elgbiy  years  of  sfs  si  tbii 
dmp,  and  chief  preiideat  ^er  hrj  iUtitemamlJ  uf  ibe  whole  kiogdom. 
Tat  ll»  dlligentljr  art  huntnlf  lo  wck  trpta  God.  by  )in»ytr  ind 
fludBf.  with  etcry  token  or  •urrow,  humlUaiton.  sml  »rir-dmlal. 
th«  prrfofmsnee  of  bU  promltod  mrrcy  to  his  ■fBleted  proplB,  unA 
hi«  fultirt  blrialnx*  upon  Itiem.  llr>  bad  bit  regular  huun  of  prayer, 
tkrtt  lim«»  a  day,  Rnd  nf>  may  b«  sure  iliat  tie  did  n»l  forget  hia 
p«op)e  Qpon  I  belt*  oeeaiioni ;  yel  he  rttftartlod  it  sf  a  duty  Inrambeat 
apon  hiio.  to  set  apart  tuted  aeasons  for  mortlHealton  and  dcvolloa. 
hi  tlie  diaircaaed  nlale  of  hli  people  and  of  the  ebiircb  uf  Ond." 
Scott.     What  vontd  be  said  of  a  Chrutian  aibiialsr  of  atats  who 
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and  I  prayed  unto  Ji.'hovah»  mv  God,  and  made  mv  con- 
fessioD,  nod  said,  O  Lurd,  the  p^al  and  dreadrul  God« 
kcepiDg  tbc  covciunt  and  merry  In  them  lltal  love  liim,  and 
to  them  that  keep  hi.s  romniaiidinenU;  we  have  sinned,  and 
have  cuntmilted  iniquity,  and  have  dune  wickedly,  and  have 
rebelled,  even  by  do[Mirting  from  thy  preceptj,  and  from  thy 
judguteuls:  neither  have  we  hearkcn^^d  unto  thy  wrranls, 
the  prophets,  which  spake  in  thy  name  to  our  kin*s,  our 
princes,  and  our  fathers,  and  to  all  iho  people  of  the  land. 
O  Lord,  righteousuesa  belongcth  unto  thee,  but  unto  us 
confusion  of  faces,  asal  this  day;  to  the  men  of  Judah,  and 
to  the  ill  habit  a  II  1.4  of  Jerusalem,  and  unto  all  Israel,  that  are 
near,  and  that  arc  far  off,  through  all  the  countries,  whither 
thou  hast  driven  them,  because  uf  their  trespass  that  they 
bare  trespassed  against  thee. 

O  l^rd,  to  ufi  belongetb  confusion  of  face*  to  our  kin^ 
to  our  princes,  and  to  our  fatfaere,  because  we  have  sin- 
ned against  thoc.  To  the  Lord,  uur  God,  belong  mercies 
and  furjiivpuesses,  tbuugh  wo  have  rebelled  ngainst  him  ; 
neither  have  we  obeyed  the  Toicc  of  Jehovah,  our  Cod,  to 
walk  in  his  laws,  which  he  set  before  uii  by  his  servant^  the 
prophets.  Yea,  all  Israel  have  tran&gressetl  ihy  law,  i>ven  by 
departing,  that  Ihey  might  not  obey  thy  voice;  therefore, 
the  curse  is  poured  upon  us,  and  the  oath  that  is  written  in 
the  law  of  Muse«,the  servant  of  God,  becuuse  we  haveainned 
against  him.  And  he  hath  ronfimuMi  his  words,  which  he 
spake  against  u%,  and  ag-alosl  our  judges  thai  judged  us,  by 
bringing  upon  lis  a  great  evil:  for  under  the  whole  hesvea 
hath  not  been  done  as  hath  been  dune  upon  Jerusalem.     As 


i 
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exblbitrO  sacb  f>Tldrac«  of  rfal  pldy  :  and  whtt  het  brcn  uld  tn  lh« 
only  iniUne«  alnoit  In  wliich  ll  oceunrd  r  And  whit  Uonta  and 
reiiroachM  wosld  Im  cast  upu»  iiich  a  onn,  by  llioii>,  who  In  Psrlla* 
laeoi  make  larh  profMsloos  of  ref»n)  tnd  inxtrly  for  tmb  cuoaca  i 
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it  is  writlcii  in  the  law  of  Muses,  all  this  evil  is  come  upon 
iu:  yel  oiadu  wo  nut  our  prayer  befure  Jehovah,  our  God, 
thai  wo  ini^ht  turn  fnim  uur  iaiquiiieK,  hihI  unilen»t3iid  thy 
truth.  Therefurc,  bulh  Jcliovah  watrfaetl  upuii  the  tml,  aud 
brought  it  upon  us:  for  Jehovah,  our  God,  is  righteous  Id  all 
bid  works  whirh  he  doelh  :  for  we  obeyed  not  his  voice. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  uur  God,  that  hast  brought  thy  peo- 
ple furib  out  of  (lie  land  of  Egypt,  wiih  a  inighly  hand, 
and  hast  ^llPn  thee  renown,  as  at  this  day,  we  have  sinned, 
we  have  done  wickedly.  O  Lord,  acc<»rdinp  to  al)  Ibjr 
righteousness,  I  braeech  titer,  let  thiop  anger  and  thy  fury  be 
tinned  away  from  thy  city  Jemsulem,  tby  holy  mountain  t 
becaiKe,  fur  our  sius  and  fur  the  iniquities  of  our  fathers, 
Jerusalem  and  thy  people  are  become  a  reproach  to  all  thai 
are  about  us. 

Now,  therefore,  O  our  God,  hear  the  prayer  of  thyservant, 
and  bis  supplications,  and  cause  thy  fare  lo  shine  upon  thjr 
HDCluary  that  u  de&olate,  fur  the  Lunl's  sake.  O  my  God, 
fDclioe  thino  ear,  and  bear;  open  thine  ryes,  and  behold  onr 
dMolatioDs  and  tbe  city  which  is  called  by  thy  Dame:  for 
we  do  Dot  |n«aent  our  &upplif!atians  before  thee  for  our 
rifbtMOicwnet.  but  for  iby  gival  mercies,  O  Lord,  hear; 
O  Lord,  forgive;  O  Lord,  hearken  and  do;  defer  not,  for 
thine  own  sake,  O  my  God  ;  for  tby  city  and  thy  people  are 
calk-d  by  thy  nuiuo.* 

Whilst  he  was  yet  speaking',  ond  pmying,  and  ronfesslng 
his  sin,  and  the  sin  of  his  people  Israel,  snd  presenting  his 
•nppltration  befure  Jfliovah.  his  God,  fur  the  holy  mnunlain 
of  his  (iod;  yen,  whilst  he  was  speaking  in  prayer,  even  the 
man  Gnbrirl,  wbout  he  bad  seen  in  tho  vraitfti  at  the  begin- 
nlng,  being  cauaf*d  lo  fly  swiftly,  tfMiched  him  about  the 
rioie  of  the  evt>ning  oblation:    and  bo  informed  him,  and 
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talker)  with  him,  nnd  said,  O  Daniol,  1  am  now  come  forth  lo 
give  thet*  skill  aud  uiideretandin^.  Al  the  beginning  of  thj 
Bopplicatiuns,  the  commandment  came  forth,  and  1  am  now 
come  la  shew  thee;  for  Ihtm  art  jp^atly  beloved  :  therefore, 
lindcnitand  the  matter,  and  ronsider  the  viiioo.  Seventy 
weekii  arc  determined  upon  thy  people,  and  opun  thy  holy 
city,  to  finiiih  the  trdns^ression,  and  to  make  an  end  of  sinA,  ^ 
and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquUy,  and  to  bring  in  ever-  ^| 
lasting  ri«;hteotisne$s,  and  In  seal  up  the  vision  and  prophecy, 
and  lo  anoint  the  Most  Holy. 

Know,  therefore,  and  understand,  that  from  the  going  forth 
of  the  commandment  lo  restore  iinfl  to  build  .leruftalem,  unto 
the  Mcsstuh,  the  Prince,"  shall  be  seven  weeks,  and  three* 
score  and  two  weeks:  the  street  shall  be  built  again»  and  th«^| 
wall,  even  in  truubluua  times.  And  after  ihreest'ore  and  two 
weeks  shall  Messiah  1m'  rut  otT,  hut  not  lor  himself:  and  the 
peopleoftlw  Prince  that  shall  come,  shall  destroy  tb©  city  I 
and  the  sanctuary :  and  thii  end  thereof  shall  be  with  a  floodlt ' 
and  unto  the  end  of  the  war  desolations  are  determined.  And 
be  shall  conlinn  the  covenant  with  many  for  one  week:  and 
in  Die  midst  of  the  week,  be  shall  cause  the  sacrifico  and  the 
oblation  to  cease,  and  for  the  overspreading  of  abominaiiom, 
he  shall  make  it  dej;ulate,  even  until  the  cunnummat ioDt  and 
that  determined  shall  be  ponved  upon  the  desolale.'f 

A  gracious  God,  however,  wbo  alwa}**  knows  how  lo  brii^ 
good  out  9f  evil,  overruled  the  machuiutions  of  the  prlncei  of 
Babylon,  so  a«  to  eihibii  the  faith  aitd  integrity  of  the  prupfael^ 
and  by  delivering  htm  from  the  jaws  qI  ibe  hungr}'  liooa^ 


I 


ihosjr  ^M 


*T1)«t  Is.  ifTrnty  wrvki  of  frsni,  or  four  handrt-d  aiHl  ■: 
year*:  si  which  lime  fhrltl  csnip.     FiM.  I,  It*      Sf«  Mt  |irA|ihosr 
•■|ilNiiii-il  «nil  coiiitneolftl  0)Hin  t>y   A.   Clirk*.   Dr.  Wall.  S.  risrk, 
aud  tfcolt,  and  •!!  ihe  oriii(n>'n(«iiiiR  aiiil  wiUvf*  uii  projtbtfC)'. 
t  Dm,  la.  1M— »7. 
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(•slabliiih  >)is  own  p;1ory,  nnd  roiiistute  his  fuithful  si*rvnnt9lin 
mure  (irniU  lit  t)>i:  coiifi(li>iice  at'  bi»  !u»vcrpii;ii :  fur  I  hen  it 
was  (hat  Danu»  wTole  unto  all  piHipli>,  iialiun8,aitd  )ana;iiag««i 
that  dwelt  ill  all  Iho  earth  ;  Pf?a<:e  be  inulliplirri  uuto  you.  I 
make  a  decree,  that  in  every  doininion  nf  my  kingdom,  men 
tremble  and  fear  before  the  Gud  of  Daniel :  for  he  is  ihe  living 
God,  and  steadfast  for  ever,  and  his  kin<;doni  thai  whirh  uhalt 
not  be  de^royed,  and  hia  dominion  shall  he  even  unto  the  end. 
lie  dclivereth  and  rescueih,  and  heworkeih  si^s  nml  wonden 
in  heaven  and  in  e-arih,  who  hath  delivered  Daniel  from  ihe 
pnwer  of  the  I  ions.  So  this  Daniel  prospered  in  the  reign  ^ 
of  Darius,  and  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  the  Persian.* 


h 
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tJpoK  the  deaths  of  Cambyses,  and  of  Darius,  or  Cyax- 
arra  11.,  which  happened  about  the  sainc  time.Cynusnrrt^ded 
to  the  doniiiiioiia  of  both  lliuse  prince:^,  thereby  Inking  the 
fuundiitiun  of  the  Medo-Per^ian  empire;  and  the  eteveiity 
yean  of  (be  oipiivity  foretold  by  Jeremiah,'t'  having  now  just 
expired,^  Jehovah,  most  probably  by  the  instrumentality  of 
Daniel,  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  ibi^  mighty  monareh,  w  ho,  no 
doubt,  had  been  so  eleiated  fur  that  express  purpofte,  and 
who  isKUod  a  proclamation  throuf^hout  all  liis  kingdom. 
Thus  aajlh  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia  ;$  Jehovah,  the  Gud  of 
Heaven,  hath  given  me  all  the  kingdoms  uf  the  earth  :j|  and 

•  Did.  tI.  i— '28.       ♦  Jer.  xxix.  in.       ♦   Prld.  i.  170,     B«e  [..  207- 
\  "  Of  all  llit>  nilloni   Rfourd   Jutjra.   the   Prrvlans  ilnnr.  whs 

resturnj  tlicin  from  llir  DBbylouUlicapLiiUy.yet  reaialua  klu(<Uiin." 

KaiTn.  Oe.     U.  ix.  Id.     Ivch.  I-  (ft. 

I  lie  niirht  well  lay  sot  fc  >>o>  only  msy  we  rrasonibly  «up[M>te 

be  bad  bcco  shewn  Ihi*  propliccy  of  liaisb,  kIIt.  and  iIt.  I .  by  Daalcli 
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he  bath  chained  me  to  build  him  an  hoose  at  Jemaleni, 
whirh  is  in  Judah.  Who  is  there  among  you  of  all  bis  pe»- 
1^  ?  His  God  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go .  up  to  Jeruaalen, 
which  is  in  Jodah,  and  build  the  bouse  of  Jehovah,  the  God 
of  Israel,  (he  is  the  God),  which  is  in  Jerusalem.  And  wbo- 
•oerer  remaineth  in  any  place  where  be  aojonmeth,  let  IIm 
Mcm  of  tus  place  help  him  with  silver,  and  with  gold,  and  wiA 
goods,  and  with  beasts,  bende  the  freewiU  oflfering  fi^r  ^le 
bouse  c^  God  that  is  in  Jerusalem.* 

-  In coosequence  ofthi8pnH:bmation,42,S00ofthecaptiTa> 
of  Jndah,  with  7^637  attendants,  and  a  multitude  of  cameb, 
bones,  and  cattle,  were  soon  assembled  together  ;t  to  whcm 
the  noble  minded  monarch  gave  the  vessels  of  the  house  of 
Jehovah,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  bad  brought  forth  oat  of 
Jerusalem,  and  placed  in  the  house  of  his  gods  ;$  to  whi<A 
great  treasures  were  added  hy  tbe  voluntarj  contribution  c( 
those  of  the  captives  who,  from  local  connections,  or  otfaw 
0K>tives,  were  to  remain  behind.g 

Zembbabel,|I  or  Sheshbazzar,^  tbe  son  of  Salatfaiel,** 


(hU  interesting  assembly,  with  Jeshna,  the  berutUlary  high 
priesl.* 

Wbat  befcl  them  on  their  journey  we  are  not  infuniieil, 
but  on  their  arrival  b  Ji'rusalfni  they  resorted  to  their  own 
cities  and  tribea,+  for  several  of  the  ten  tribes  always  ron- 
tinued  with  and  fulluwed  the  good  and  bad  fortune  of  tbu  tribe 
orjndali;^  and  applied  themselves  to  lliRrt4iiiildin;;  of  ihi-lr 
dwellings  and  the  cultivation  uf  their  Iands,§  which  had  now 
had  the  benefit  of  the  sabbatiral  years,',|  of  which  the  sins  of 
her  latter  monarrhs  bad  deprived  her,  and  which  wu-s  one 
great  caoae  of  her  captivity  .'I 

On  Iho  feast  of  trumpets**  they  all  assembled  at  Jenisali>m, 
and  when  tlu^y  came  to  the  huu»'  uf  .leliov»h,  lltey  offered 
freelytt  for  the  bouse  of  God,  to  net  it  up  in  his  place;  iboy 
gave  after  their  ability  into  the  trrasurc  of  the  work,  three- 
score and  one  tbousand  drams  of  gold,  and  hvc  thousand 
pound  of  silver,  and  one  hundred  prii^sts*  garments  ;%X  und 
there  observed  the  great  day  of  expiation  ;§§  nnd  kept  the 
feast  uf  tabernacles,!!  ;l  and  other  festiTal».*lfI 

Of  this  general  assembly  of  the  people,  Jeshua  and  /erub- 
l>atH!|  avuilud  thenisolvcs  to  rebuild  the  altar  of  burnt  offerings, 
which  they  wt  upon  his  bases,  and  offered  burnt  offerings 
thereon,  as  the  best  precaution  they  couki  tuke  to  protect  thrm 
from  their  surrounding  euemies.*** 

•  Prill.  I.  I7.V  f  Prid.  I.  im 

t  Prld,  I.  174,  176.  4  Prkl.  I.  17a  ||  Prld- 1.  I7». 

%  Sec  Dole.  ji.  2641. 

••  Ut.  ijiiU.2»    Numb.  ixU.  1.    Prld.  L  179. 

ft  To  the  T>lae  or^A.MO.;  m  prodigious  sum  In  their  ctreuBi 

ilancea.     Prld.  I.  160. 

Xt  Ezn.  K-  m.  00.  ill.  1,     Prld.  i.  190. 

^  10  Tl9rt.     Prld.  I.  IHO. 

II  WTUri,     Ihid.  -If  Prid.  1.  ISO. 

***  ExtB,  lit.  9. 1  0.     The  KlUr  aloud  in  ihr  middir  of  the  Inner 

eoart  of  tb«  teniplr,  riactly  before  the  porch  loidlpg  to  tho  holy 
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Having'  made  consi (terabit-   pirparaiions  during;  ihc  firsfl 
year**  for  la^infj:  the  foundatiun  of  lite  Ictnple,  Ihcy  perfanned  i 
lliai  ceremony  in  ihe  second  year,  with  great  solemnity;   Ibel 
priests  and  Levitrtt,  after  the  ordinance  of  David,t  sin^uif ' 
together  by  courso,  in  praising  and  giving^  thanks  unto  Jeho- 
vah, because  be  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever 
toward  Israel.     And  all  the  people  shouted  with  a  great 
shout,  when  they  praised  Jehovah,  U'cause  the  foundation  of 
the  house  of  Jehovah  was  laid.^ 

Rut  there  were  amongst  the  assemblage  aome  of  the  anciem 
fathers  whu  still  remembered  the  splendour  of  the  former 
temple ;  and  joyful  as  they  were  to  8f^e  the  work  of  Jehovah 
now  reviving,  they  could  not  refrain  from  exhibiilng  grml 

place  :  ind  liereoo  were  tonde  t)ic  daily  offeringt  or  the  mondDg  and  , 
ereoing  Hcrriec,  and  nil  other  offering's,  urdinary  and  extraordinary, 
which  were  olTcrvd  up  to  Got\  by  fire.     It  had  b»«o  bealeo  down  aml| 
destroyed  by  Ibe  nabyloniaDs  nt  Ihv  burning  or  the  temple,  roi)  in  J 
ihc  »Bine  place  was  it  now  &ga\n  n-stored.    Prid.  i.  191- ;  wher«  ■ 
larfre  extracts  froin  Lig!ttfunt.  a%  to  lis  dimensions,  use,  fto. 

*  Bzni,iii.7,  "  FortbrTyritosanilZidntiianit, being  whollyiriTeaJ 
to  Irifflc  aod  naiigaiiun,  did  vrry  Ullli-'  addict  llii'mflelvea   lo  ihc 
planting  ot  ollve-yardc    or   vineyards,   or    to   ihv  (illage  of   tha 
ground;  neither  bad  they  indcwi  any  territory  for  either;  for  ll»elf 
gitn  being  very  great  by  sea,  they  did  tuil  aet  themielves  to  maliaJ 
niiy  enlargements  by  land  ;  but  were  In  a  manner  pent  up  «ithlo  th«' 
narrow  precincts  of  the  cities  iu  which  they  dnelt-.  and,  Ihrrrrofp. 
hiring  ?ery  iiltle  corn.  »lne,  or  oil,  of  Iheir  own,  they  dependvtl 
mostly  on  their  neighbours  for  ihrsc  prnriiions  ;  from  whom  they 
had  them,  either  for  their  money,  or  by  way  of  barter  and  exchiingc,^^ 
for  other  eoiaraodltiea  which  they  aupplled  them  with,  and  thejE^^ 
wero  mostly  fumUhed  thia   way  opt  of  the   Jews'  enantry ;  nnrf^" 
therefore  they  readily  asaUied  them  with  tlirir  labour  and  shlppitig^ 
to  be  supplied  with  ihesv  necessaries  in  excliange  fnr  it.     So  that  Ml^H 
If  was  by  their  help  thuL  Solomon  biiilt  the  first  temple,  i«  also  wai^H 
It  by  their  help  that  the  Jews  were  enablnl  to  boild  the  •econd." 
PHd.l.  aOQ.  UIO      I  Kiugf.  t.  II 


t  1  Cbtott.  uUi.  xxU. 


:  Kira.  in.  H>.  11. 
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sorruu-,uhonlboysawliowfarthepre<^ioii,  of  which  the  foun- 
Rtion  ua»  now  laid,  was  likely  to  fall  Rhort  of  the  original,* 
When  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin*  that  is,  the 
Samnri1ans,t  heanl  that  the  chihlren  of  the  captivity  were 
rcbuildin;^  the  temple  unio  Jehovnh,  l)ie  God  of  Israel,  they 
ranie  to  Zenibbabel,  saying  ;  Let  us  build  with  ynu,  for  we  seek 
your  Gnd  lu  ye  dc»:  and  wp  do  samfw-p  unto  him  sinrf  the 
days  of  £sar*hadduu,  king  of  Assiir,  which  brought  ii.s  up 
hiilier.  But  Zenihhahel,  and  Jeshua,  and  the  rest  uf  the 
chief  of  the  fathers  nf  hrael,  said  nnlolbem;  Ve  hai-c  nothing 
tu  <lo  with  iw  to  build  an  liooi>e  unto  our  God  ;  but  we  oiir- 
floWes  together  will  build  unto  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel,  as 
king  Cyrus,  the  king  of  Persia,  hath  rommandcd  iis.X 

In  consequence   of  this  refusal,   or   from    other  motives 
e<|ually  culpable,  the  people  of  the  land,   that  is,  the  same 


*  Rsra,  lii<  12.    Hien  were  t\x  materia)  and  tmpnrtBDt  ttiinga,  in 
rcipMi  of  willed  Ihe  Kcond  IcmplB  fell  short  of  the  glory  of  the 
ar«l;  vlt4~- 
i.  Thv  ark  of  the  ooTcnaot.  w'nb  the  mercy  scat  and  ch«robim. 
2.  The  ahechinah.  or  dlrlno  pivseuoc 
9,  Urlm  and  ttiummtm,  or  the  breaitplato  of  twelve  precioiu 

atoiirx.* 
A.  Thotioty  flrp. 
[  A,  The  spirit  uT  prophecy. 
I  6.  The  holy  aUDiiiliiiy  oil. 
'At  to  nil  «hleh,  and  iliclr  iprelde  uiei.  see   Prld.  ).  ItiA.  Wti. 
tJaUaa,  lliiireforr,  tlie  Jews  ndinit  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  tht- 
trur  Meaiiab,  the  prophecy  of  llafgal  (U.  0.)  has  aever  beeu  ful- 
tlMi-d.     HeOalioOill  on  Ihe  HNsiah.  p.  4)<-Jl. 
t  Prid.  1.  20*. 
J  Eire.  W.  I— A  "  The  Jews,  who  were  excluslTcly  the  Hort)il|i. 
pera  of  the  true  God.  could  not  admit  the  Hnninrltaui  to  as&lil  ihem 
In  thift  work;  for  lh«  Haranritans  were  not  true  wurtlilppcrk.  Inas- 
much as  ihvy  only  wonihipp«d  Jehovah,  In  coiumoa  vUh  ihe  goda  of 
Ihe  nations,"  Prid.  I,3f05, 

•  See  Craj'i    %Ay.  tifl,  m. 
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SumaritnDs,  wnakt^ned  the  haads  of  the  people  v(  Judah,  aiiH 
troubled  them  in  buildioj;^*  and  hired  rouDscDors  again&t  Ihoin^ 
to  Truslratc  their  purpose  by  niisreprcsentiog  them  at  ibe 
court  of  Cyns,  during  the  remainder  of  the  rei^  of  that 
monarch.* 

It  was  probablvf  lhi»  stale  of  tiK?  JewUh  afiaire^  aod  Ui« 
slow  progress  which,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  and 
avis  of  their  enemies,  his  brethren  were  able  to  make  in  tbe 
n>Nloratiun  of  their  (empte  and  polity,  that  throw  the  prophet 
Duuii'l  into  that  state  of  mnlanrholy,  to  relieve  him  from 
which,  Jehovah  saw  fit  to  console  him  with  a  sptendid  and 
glorious  %'i<iion,  revealing  the  succc&sion  of  the  kings  of 
Persia,  the  empire  of  tlie  Mucedoiiiaus,  and  the  conquests  of 
the  Romans. 

In  those  days,  I,  Daniel,  was  mourning  three  full  weeks.  I 
ate  no  pleasant  bread,  neither  came  Heiili  nor  wiuo  in  uiy 
mouth,  neither  did  I  anoint  myself  at  all,  till  three  whule 
weck«  were  fulfilled.  And  in  tlie  four  and  twentieth  day  of 
the  first  month,  as  1  was  by  the  side  of  the  great  river,  which 
is  Hiddekel ;+  iheii  I  lifted  up  mine  eyes,  and  looked,  and 
Ix-lHild  a  certain  man  rlothe<l  in  linen,  whoso  loins  w'en-> 
girded  with  fine  gold  of  llpliaz ;  his  body  also  was  like  the 
^^cy'iS  und  his  &ce  as  the  np|)earance  of  li^hlning,  and  bis 
ey(.»s  as  lamps  of  fire,  and  liis  arms  and  hit*  feet  like  in  cult*ur 
to  polished  brass,  and  the  voice  of  his  words  like  the  voice  of  ^M 
a  mullilude.     And  I,  Daniel,  alone  saw  the  vision  :    for  the  ^^ 

*  Kxra,  It.  4,  6.  8»  mitiy  ciiriuus  pirticuUrs  rrlaUaf  to  Cyms, 
his  cliirRcUT,  motWpK,  &c,  detailed  by  Mr.  R.  Watiaa  io  tils  Bllilleal 
ind  TlitroloftJcftl  Diclinnsry,  «*  Aee  v«^-  "ThlsCyrB*  ifl  called 
OoO'i  shcpkard  by  XcDuphoii,  lu  wril  at  by  liaittb.  The  fiio|ibct 
<aj»  or  him  :  I  will  loakv  a  m«ti  more  prrcloas  tban  line  fold,  even 
K  tnsn  tt»D  the  golden  wedfe  of  Ophir — which  niiias  Xeiiophon's 
most  exctllffnl  history  of  him  very  credible."  U  bisi-  Jos,  ti.  68. 
t  Prid.  I.  SOO.  :  Oi  Ibe  TJgria. 

(  "  Or  Turquoise,  wbieb  U  of  a  sky  coloar.'*    8.  Cutaa. 
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■et)  Ihal  were  with  me  saw  not  the  vision:*  bnt  a  great 
qnakinji^  felt  upon  them,  so  Ihnt  thoy  fled  to  hide  tbemselves. 
ThcrrfofP,  I  wtis  left  alone,  and  saw  this  gr'^ot  vittioii,  and 
there  remaim^d  no  streng'th  in  me :  for  my  comeliness  was 
tamed  in  nte  into  comiptioD,  and  I  retained  nu  strengtli. 
Yet  beard  1  the  voice  of  his  words;  and  when  1  heard  the 
voice  of  )iis  words,  then  was  I  in  a  deep  sleep  on  my  face, 
«id  Diy  face  toward  the  ground.  And,  behold,  an  hand 
tmicbed  me,  which  set  me  upon  my  knees  and  upon  the 
pahuH  of  my  hands.  And  he  said  unto  me,  O  Oaniet,  a  man 
j^Tcatly  beluvL'd,  understand  the  wprds  tlial  1  speak  unto  iht'c, 
and  stand  upright :  for  unto  thee  am  I  now  sent.  And  when 
be  had  spoken  this  word  tmto  me,  1  stood  tremlilinf!:.  Then 
Kiid  he  nnlo  me.  Fear  not,  Daniel :  for  from  the  fint  (by  that 
ihuu  didit  net  thine  heart  to  understand,  and  to  cha^itrn 
thytieir  before  thy  God,  thy  words  were  heard,  and  I  am 
come  for  thy  woriU.t  But  the  prince  of  the  kingdom  of 
Penia  uiihsiood  me  one  and  twenty  days:  hut,  lu,  Michael, 
one  of  iho  chief  priuceii,  cumo  to  help  irte;  and  1  reniaine*] 
Ihpfe  with  the  kingn  of  Penis.  Now  I  am  come  to  moke 
thee  tiDd«3sland  what  shall  bcfal  thy  people  in  the  latter 
days;  ftiryet  the  viiiioa  bt  for  many  ibys.  And  when  be 
hud  upokeu  uutlt  words  uutu  mo,  I  set  my  fare  tuward  the 
givimd,  and  I  beranie  dumb.  And,  lietiold,  one  like  the 
similitude  of  thtf  »uii8  of  men  tom'lM^I  my  lips;  then  I  opened 
my  m<»ulh,  and  sjiake,  and  said  anto  him  that  stood  before  me, 
O  uiy  lorfl,  by  the  vision  my  sorrows  are  tunuHl  upon  me, 
and  t  have  retained  uo  strength.  For  how  can  tiK' Kenant 
v(  this  my  lord  talk  with  this  my  lord  ?  for  as  for  me, 
sSraigfatvsy  there  remained  noslrength  in  me,  neither  is  there 
breath  left  in  me. 
Then  lliere  came  agun  and  touched  me  one  like  the  oppear- 
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ance  of  a  man,  and  he  strengthened  me,  and  said,  O  man 
greatly  beloved,  fear  not :  peace  be  unto  thee,  be  strong,  yea, 
be  strong.  And  when  he  had  spoken  unto  me,  I  was  strength- 
ened and  said.  Let  my  lord  speak ;  for  thou  hast  strengtbened 
me.  Then  said  he,  Knowest  thou  wherefore  I  come  onto 
thee  i  and  now  will  1  return  to  fight  with  the  prince  of  Persia : 
and  when  I  am  gone  forth,  lo,  the  prince  of  Grecia  shall  come. 
But  I  will  shew  thee  that  which  is  noted  in  the  scripture  of 
tmth :  and  there  is  none  that  holdeth  with  me  in  these  things, 
but  Michael,  your  prince.* 

As  we  hear  no  more  of  this  eminent  prophet,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  he  died  soon  after  this  last  revelation ;  and  we  may 
well  suppose  that  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  influencet 


*  Dbd<  X.  2 — 31.  xi.  xit.  Mr.  Scott's  note  upon  this  passage  is 
extremely  beautiful,  anr]  well  worthy  of  atteDlire  perusal. 
t  Daniel  was  not  only  a  prophet,  notwithstanding  what  the  Jews 
say  to  the  contrary,  (Prid-  i.  206.  My  edition  of  Leslie's  Short  and 
Easy  Method  with  the  Jews,  p.  15.  n.)  bat  also  excelled  in 
divine  wisdom,  and  in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  particularly  in  that 
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whil&t  living,  liiit  enemies  would  prevail  aOcr  his  decease  with 
Cym-S  who  himself  died  a  few  years  at\erwards,  without, 
however,  having  tiirther  interfered  in  the  Jewish  affairs.* 

On  the  Heeease  »f  that  munarch,  he  was  Kucreuded  by  hiH 
son,  the  tjTant  Cambyaes,  or  Abasuems,t  I"  whuni  the 
Samaritans  iinniedialely  wrote  an  accusation  against  the  in- 
ha)>itants  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  ;J  but  of  which  he  doeft 
not  appear  In  havo  taken  any  nulice.§ 

Cambysett  was  succeeded  by  the  usurper,  Snierdis  the 
Ma^an,  or  ArtaxerxesJI  and  to  him  wrote  the  Sumuritaiis, 
or  various  colteclet^l  nations,  whom  the  ffrcat  uiid  ofible  An- 
napprr,  or  Esarliaddon,*"  hroii^ht  over  and  set  in  the  cities  of 
Samaria  ;  Thy  MTTant^,  the  nieii  on  tliisftide  the  river,  andat 
tuich  a  time,  he  it  known  unto  the  king,  that  the  Jews  which 
i-ame  up  fntm  thei-  to  us  are  cfjme  tnito  JeruHnteni,  building 
the  rebellious  and  the  liad  city,  and  have  mm  up  the  walls 
thereof,  and  joined  the  foundations.  Be  it  known  now  unto 
ihe  kiit;^,  that,  if  this  city  be  boilded,  and  (he  walls  set  up 
again,  iheii  will  they  not  |}ay  toll,  tribute,  and  ciieiom,  and 

Rarin,  which  is  the  samo  Daoio  by  which  IHniet  himsrlf  calls  ihe 
CBfille  or  pnlBce  tt  Shoslinn  or  Kusa.  For  «liat  irr  iranalRle  at 
Stiuihau  In  Ihr  palace,  U.in  lheorii{ina1,  Ursboftlun  llibirah,  where 
MO  iluubt  the  Birkh  of  Dkniel  i»  the  same  with  the  Btrla  of  Josephiiii. 
anil  bulh  signify  Ibla  palace  or  castle  there  buill  by  Daniel,  while 
he  was  goTemor  of  that  provlace;  for  th^re  he  <iltl  ibe  kiBg'k 
buaincfts.  I.e. — was  fotemor  for  the  lilng  of  Babylon."  Prid.  I. 
•107,  20fl. 

•Prid.l.SIO.  t   Cxr«,lT.O.     Prtd.l.2ll. 

;  E»ra.  It.O.  k  Prid.  I.  211. 

H  Eara,  tT.  7.    Pritl.  1.  UIO.     "  Afivr  the  death  of  Carabytea.  o»r 

of  the  Alifct.  nanipd  OropvtlDs  by  Trogua  Poinpi-lus,  Smerdii  hy 

Herodotus,    Mardu*  by    -tlscb)  Iub,  and  SphroiUtalcs  by   Clc«ti«. 

aturpnl  the  ctDpIre,  frlgatpg  liimxelf  to  be  fioinrdls,  itae  brother  uf 

Cambysrv  »lu)  hftd  bt-eu  put  to  death."    A.  Clarkv. 

^  Exra.  If.  10.    Scott  in  loco.    Prid.  i.  M. 
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so  thou  shalt  endamage  the  revenue  of  the  kings.  Now' 
because  wc  have  nioiDtcniuice  frum  the  king*s  palace,  and 
it  was  not  meet  for  ns  to  sec  tfau  king^'s  dishonour,  there- 
for?, have  we  sent  and  certified  llic  klog^;  that  search  may 
be  made  in  the  book  of  the  records  of  Ihj-  fblhera:  so  shalt 
thou  find  in  the  book  of  the  rccordu,  and  know  that  Ibis  city 
is  a  rebclUuus  cily»  and  burUiil  nntu  kin^  and  princes,  and^_ 
that  they  have  moved  sedition  within  the  same  of  old  time :  for^| 
which  rauso  wjls  this  city  deslrovMl.  We  certify  the  kin^ihat, 
if  this  city  Iw  builded  agaii],  and  the  walls  thereof  set  up,  h^- 
this  means  thou  shalt  have  no  portion  on  this  side  the  river. *j| 

The  Mag'iau  having  dirt>cied  the  s(^>arcti  to  be  made,  had] 
DO  difficulty  iu  finding*  that  Jerusalem  Imd  always  been  a| 
rebellious  city ;  and,  therefore,  wrote  answer  to  (he  enemies 
of  the  Jcw&,  Give  yc  now  couunanduienl  to  cau&e  these  men  ^m 
to  OMK,  and  thai  this  city  be  not  buikled,  until  aiiotb«r'^| 
coaoaiidnient  shall  bo  pven  front  inc.     Take  heetl  now  thai  ^ 
ye  Ul  not  to  do  thia :   why  should  dainajj^c  grow  to  the  hurt 
of  the  kings?  Upon  which  they  went  up  with  thnir  coni- 
^lanionsin  haste,  to  the  Jews  at  Jenitulem,  and  made  ihemhy 
force  and  power,  to  cea«o  from  thu  wurk  uf  the  house  of 
Ji'liovuh  thore.t 

Artaxerxes,  or  Sm^rdis,  having  been  discovered  to  he  an 
impostor,J  was  assassinated  by  seven  Pt»rsian  nobles,  iine  of 
whom,  Darius,  the  son  of  H}'5las|>eA,  succeeded  him  upon  the 
^^  vacant  tlirone.§ 

•  Ezn,  it.  7— Ifl.  f  Enfi.  It.  i7— 2*. 

J  U#  wai  «  M«ffl«n.  C>ni«  left  a  «on  of  ihe  namp  of  Smrnlin, 
whom  CambysM  Kirw  ihniugh  envy.  Smrrrtla  thr  Mairiati  had  hU 
Mr«  cut  off  by  Cyni*  for  sonir?  crlnio,  am)  the  noblp!i  Hrsirrd  one>  of 
his  woiDtn  tn  lot  tbi>m  know  wht^hrr  he  tiail  rars  or  not :  by  which 
thpy  iliitcnvrred  ihat  he  was  an  imposlor,  arte)  ■)<•»  liim.  Prid.  I 
21B.  '2*22  Whrrr  sec  how  Iho  ntnful  |ircc«utioRS  of  Cambyses  lv« 
to  hi)  own  ruin. 

4  Prld.  1.  no. 
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Either  mtiiuidaled  )ty  the  oppo&iiion  (Ih?v  had  met  with, 
or  reallv  bwome  iadiflereut  lu  the  great  object  of  th«ir  re»- 
(oration,  the  rebuilding  of  ihc  temple,  the  restored  Jews  had 
rathor  eniploycil  themselves  in  building  their  own  dwellings, 
and  establishing  their  fonnit,  and  flocks,  and  herds,  than  in 
proceeding  with  that  fi^at  an<l  important  work  ;*  wherefore, 
Ha^^ii,  the  prophet,  tieut  unto  Zerubba)x>l  And  Jeshua, 
fta^nug;  Thu.s  s{M>aketh  Jehovah  of  Hosts.  This  people  say, 
the  time  is  not  come,  the  time  that  Jehovah's  bouac  ahould  be 
IxiiUlod.  Then  came  the  word  of  Jehovah,  by  Haggai,  the 
pniphct,  saying.  Is  it  timcfuryon,Oye,  to  dwell  in  your  ceiled 
houses,  and  this  house  lie  waste  ?  Now,  therefore,  thus  saith 
Jeliovbh  of  Hosts;  consider  your  ways.  Ye  have  sown  much, 
and  bring  in  little;  ye  eat,  but  yo  have  not  enough;  ye 
drink,  hut  ye  are  not  filled  with  drink;  yo  clothe  you,  but 
there  is  no  warmlli ;  and  he  that  cornetb  wages, eamelb  wages, 
to  put  it  into  a  bog  with  holes. 

Thus  saith  Jehoviih  of  Husts  ;  consider  your  ways.  Go 
up  to  the  mountain,  and  bring  wood,  and  buUd  tbu 
bonse;  and  I  will  take  pleasure  in  it,  and  1  will  bo 
^orifipd,  saitb  Jehovah.  Ye  looked  for  much,  and  lo, 
it  came  lo  little;  and  when  ye  brought  it  home,  I 
did  blow  ujKin  it.  Why  ?  saith  Jehovah  of  Hosts.  Because 
of  mine  house  that  is  waste,  and  ye  run  every  man  uutu  his 
own  house.  Therefore  the  heaven  over  you  is  stayed  from 
dew,  and  the  earth  is  stayed  A-uui  her  fruit.  And  1  called  for 
a  dmught  upon  the  land,  and  upon  tbe  mountains,  and  upoo 
tbe  cum,  and  upon  the  new  wine,  and  upon  the  oil,  and  upoa 
that  which  the  ground  bringeth  forth,  and  upon  men,  and 
upon  rattle,  and  upon  all  the  labour  of  the  hauds.t 

Zochariab  a] 


etiU  further  tu  eiicile  and  alann  this  (or|Hd  people,  nAyiag 
Jehovah  hatb  beeu  sore  di^leasecl  with  your  Others.  Tbere- 
f(>re,  say  thou  unto  iliem;  Thus  sailh  Jehovah  of  Hosts; 
Turn  ye  unto  me,  siiith  Jehuvah  of  Hosts,  and  I  will  turn 
unto  you,  saith  Jchovtih  of  Hoets.  Bo  ye  not  aa  your  fmthcn, 
unio  whom  tho  former  prophets  have  rrie<l,  saving'.  Thus 
saith  Jehovn))  of  Hosts :  Turn  ye  now  fruin  your  evil  wa_\-«, 
and  from  your  evil  doin^:s ;  but  tliey  did  not  hear,  nor  hearken 
unto  me,  saith  Jclwvah.  Your  fathers,  whero  are  they?  and 
the  prophets,  do  they  live  for  ever?  Bui  my  words  and  my 
statutes,  whirh  I  coinnianded  my  Bervants  the  prophets,  did 
they  not  take  hold  of  your  fathers?  and  they  returned  and 
said,  Like  as  Jehuvah  of  Hosts  thought  to  do  unto  ta,  ut- 
cording  to  our  ways,  and  acoording^  to  our  doings,  so  hatb 
he  dealt  with  us.* 

Z(>rtibbabel  and  his  companions  having  shewn  a  siiirit  of 
submission  to  the  admunitiun  of  the  prophets,  Jehovah  an- 
ihorized  Haggai  to  ^ve  them  the  fulloHing  condeficcnding 
declaration,  1  am  with  you,  sailh  Jehovnh  ;t  and  having 
stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Zenibbabet,  Jcshua,  and  of  all  th« 
remnant  of  the  people,  they  proceeded  in  the  work  of  llie 
bouso  of  Ji>hovah  of  Hosts,  their  God. ^  And  as  a  further  en- 
coongemcat  to  their  diligence,  the  same  prophet  was  urdereil 
to  deliver  that  magnificent  prophecy  of  the  Messiah,  wbiek 
modem  Jews  have  ever  found  one  of  the  most  diffirult  pas- 
I  in  the  Old  Testament  to  contend  with ;  Speak  now  to 
Z«rabbabcl,  and  to  Jesbua,  saying.  Who  is  lefl  amun^  X^^^^l 
that  saw  this  house  in  her  first  glor^?  and  how  do  w  sec  tl^ 
now  ?  is  it  not  in  your  eyes  in  romparison  of  it  as  nothing  I 
Yet  now  be  strong,  O  Zerubbabel,  sutli  Jehovah;  and  be 
strong,  0  Joshua,  son  of  Joscdech,  the  high  priest ;  awl  bt 


•  Zecb.  I,  9-6. 
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VirMigj  all  yc  people  of  the  land,  saith  Jchovati,  nnU  work ; 
for  I  am  with  you,  gniih  Johovnti  of  H(«U:  according  to  thf^ 
word  that  1  covenanted  with  you  wii«n  yc  caine  oat  of  Eg>-pi, 
■0  my  spirit  renmiDeth  among  you :  fear  ye  not.  For  1hu» 
fuiith  Jehovah;  yet  once  it  is  a  HttlL^  while,  lutd  1  will  shakf^ 
tho  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  tho  st>a,  and  the  dr}'  land: 
and  1  will  shake  all  naliumi,  and  the  daiire  of  all  nations  shall 
come :  and  I  will  fill  i\\h  hounc  with  c;lory,  saith  Jehovah  of 
Hosts.  The  tiilver  Is  mine,  and  the  •;uld  is  mine,  !»aiih 
Jehovah  of  Hosts.  7%e  glortf  of  the  latttr  hoitse  shall  &e 
greater  than  the  former ^  saith  Jehovah  of  Hosts  .-  an<l  in  ihta 
plmx*  wilt  1  give  |)eace,  saith  Jebovah  of  Hosts.*  1  nnole 
you  with  blastings,  and  with  mildew,  and  with  hail,  in  all  the 
Ubours  of  your  hand<t ;  yet  ye  turned  not  To  me,  saiih  Jehovah. 
Coii<«ider  now  troro  ihis  day  and  upwards,  from  the  four  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  even  from  the  day  that  the 
foundation  of  the  temple  of  Jehovah  waa  laid,  consider  il.  I» 
Ibe  seed  yet  in  the  bom  ?  yea,  »a  yet  (he  vioe,  and  (be  fi^l 
tree,  and  the  pome?Ttinate,and  the  olive  tree,  hnvu  not  broK 
forth  :  fW>m  this  day  will  1  bless  you. 

And  again  the  word  of  Jebovah  camo  unto  Ha^gai,  in  (liei 
ItNir  and  twentieth  day  of  the  month,  saving.  Speak  tip  Zenib*! 
babel,  goventur  of  Judah,  sayiiiu.  I  will  shake  (he  henveM,! 
an<l  the  eartli ;  nnd  I  will  overthrow  (he  throne  of  kingiluni^f 
ami  I  willdestroythestrengthof  the  kingdoms  of  the  heathen  II 
and  I  will  overthrow  the  chariots,  and  (hose  that  ridi*  in  themsf 
and  the  hones,  and  (heir  rident  shall  como  down,  every  one 
by  the  sword  of  Iuh  hnitlter.     In  that  day,  saith  Jehovah  of 
Hosts,  will  I  take  thee,  O  Zerubbabel,  my  Kcrvant,  (he  son 
of  Shealtiel,  saith  Jehovah,  and  will  make  (hee  as  a  si^et : 
fur  I  have  chosen  thee,  saith  Jehovah  of  Hfj6(8.t 

*   lUg.  II   e— U.     Thr  excrllrnt  Bp.  Hall  has  a  senBon  ou  Ihll    trxt, 
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The  inveterate  Samaritans,  pcrcoivjn*:  that  thehoase  i 
was  likely  tn  l>e  rvbiiill  nritwith&Uniliiig  ail  their  iiiarhinatiooii, 
and  having  excited  the  suspicions  uf  Tatnai,  the  Penira 
governor  uf  the  province;*  that  officer,  with  Sketbar- 
boznai,  who  was  prol)ably  the  prefect  of  Samaria  under  hiiii.t 
and  their  conipauious,  caiiie  to  the  Jews;  and  Tatnai  in- 
quiring  who  had  commanded  them  to  build  that  house,  and 
to  make  up  those  walla;  and  also,  the  names  of  the  elden,^ 
they  replied,  Wc  arc  the  servants  of  the  God  of 
heaven  and  earthy  and  build  the  house  that  was  builded 
these  many  years  ago,  which  a  gnat  king  of  Israel  Imilded, 
and  set  up.  But  after  that  our  fathers  had  provokiKJ  the 
God  of  Heaven  unto  wrath,  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  the  king  uf  Babylon,  the  Chaldean,  who 
destroye«l  (his  house,  and  carried  the  people  away  into  Ba- 
bylon. But  in  the  first  yetar  of  Cyrus,  the  king  uf  Babylon, 
the  same  king  Cvtus  made  a  decree  to  build  this  house  of 
God.  And  the  vessels  also  of  gold,  which  Ncbuchadnesar 
took  out  of  the  temple  that  was  in  Jenisaleni,  and  brou^ 
ihem  into  the  temple  of  Babylon,  those  did  C^tus,  tht*  king, 
take  out  of  the  temple  uf  Babylon,  and  thi-y  Mere  delivc 
unto  one,  whose  name  was  Sheshbazzar,  whom  he  had  tnnd 
governor;  and  said  unto  him,  Take  these  vesseU,  go, 
tltein  into  the  Icmpte  that  is  in  Jerusalem,  and  li<l  ibe  ho 
of  God  be  builded  in  his  place.  Then  came  the  same  She 
bazzar,  and  laid  the  foundutionuf  the  house  »(  God,  whtc 
is  in  Jerusolein ;  and  since  that  time,  even  until  now,  bath  j 
been  btiikling,  and  yel  tl  is  not  finished. § 

The  eye  of  tlteir  God  being  n|K)n  the  ekk*rs  of  the  J< 
so  that  their  enemies  could  nut  cAuse  Ihem  (o  cease,)!  Tatua.i 
impressed  with  (he  simple  account  they  gave,  and  probably 


•  PrW.  1.230.  +   Pria,  t.  2». 

J  KErm,  t.  >.  4.  9.  10.         ^  Eini.  t.  II— 10.        | 


riru.' 


TUB  rutohateok. 

ODt  of  respect  fur  the  inooiory  of  C)Tiis;  instradof  proceedinpl 
of  his  own  auihurily  to  put  a  stop  to  their  labours,  thought 
it  best  to  write  an  account  of  the  whole  aAair  lo  Onriiis,  his 
HOT'preigit.  **  Be  it  known  unto  Ifao  king,  that  wc  went  into 
tht  province  of  Judah,  to  the  houie  of  the  ^n'cat  God,  which 
is  builtlf^l  with  stones,  ami  timhrr  is  laid  in  the  walls,  and 
lh»  work  f;f*t>th  fast  on,  and  prospcrelh  in  their  hands  ;  and 
ihMi  reliitin;;:  tho  inqnirius  he  lind  rnado.  and  their  answent,  ha  J 
adds;  Now  lhcn>forp,  if  it  seem  fjoiMl  to  the  king',  let  ihepft  ■ 
be  search  tnade  in  tho  kin^'ii  treawrn  houfie,  which  in  there 
at  Hnbvlon,  whether  it  be  so,  that  a  decrco  was  made  of 
Cyru!$,  the  kin^,  lo  build  this  house  of  God  at  Jcnisalcni,  and 
let  th«*  king  wnd  his  plpasurp  fo  us  concerning  thU  matter."* 

Dariui*  having  received  this  letter,  ordenKl  a  scarrh  to  hti 
mftde  for  the  dcrroe  of  Cfrus  amoni;  the  recorda  at  Babylon ; 
bul  not  being,  as  is  supposed,  found  in  that  city,  lie  diroeied 
the  w«rch  lu  be  ptiisiied  at  Achn)mlui,t  ur  &-bat3na,^  tht! 
apilal  of  Mmlia,  whure  it  was  found,  and  where  Cyrus,^ 
(iMfefbre^  probably  was  when  be  prunotinced  the  dcrrcc.§ 

Cpon  thin  discovery,  Darius  imniedialelv  diriK^lcd  an  edict ' 
1oTalnai,Shetbar-boznai,and  his  com  pan  ions,  the  Apharsa* 
cbites,!!  tu  let  the  work  of  this  house  of  Gml  alont- ;  "  Lei  the 
flvremor  of  the  Jews,  and  the  elders  of  the  Jews,  build  this 
house  of  God  in  his  place.  Moreover,  I  make  a  dwreo  whol  , 
ye  shall  do  to  the  elden  of  these  Jews  for  the  building  of  this 
house  of  God  :  that  of  the  king's  floods,  even  of  tliir  tribute 
Iwyond  llin  river,  forthwith  expeiwes  Ihi  given  unto  tiussu  meti, 
that  they  be  not  hindered.  And  that  which  th^y  have  need 
of,  both  young  bulliKks,  and  rams,  and  lanil»,  fur  Ihe  liiinil 
ufl'eringH  uf  the  Gud  of  Heaven,  wheat,  sail,  wine,  ami  oil, 

•  Esrm,  V.  ^-17.  f  Bsrn,  vl-  "i. 

t  WcUft,  I.  lUl.     Prlt).  I.  AU.  61.  »1H.  8SI.    *'  A  Bontmer  paUoe  of 

■ho  kloft*  of  Periia,  in  lodia."     A.  Clabni. 
\  Scott  Id  loco.    Prld.  1.  ftll-         |  Bee  pott  hi  ihu  rrign  of  Hothea. 
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according  to  the  appointmeal  of  the  priests  whirh  are  al 
Jerusalem,  let  it  be  given  ilicm  day  hj  tlar  without  fail :  thai 
Ibcy  may  offer  sacriliccs  of  sweet  savours  unto  the  God  of 
Heaven,  and  pray  fur  the  life  of  the  kiug-  and  his  sons. 

Alw,  I  have  made  a  decree,  that  whosoever  shall  alter  Uiia 
word,  let  timber  be  puUed  down  from  his  house,  atHi  bein^ 
setup,  lei  him  be  hanged  tbereon;  and  let  his  house  be  made 
a  dunghill  for  this.  And  the  God  that  hnth  caused  his  name 
lo  dwdl  there,  destroy  all  king's  and  |KM)ple,  thai  ahall  pl^H 
to  their  hand  to  alter  and  to  destroy  this  house  of  Uud,  whic^B 
is  at  Jerusalem.  1,  Darius,  have  made  a  decree ;  let  it  be 
done  with  speed."* 

Talnai,  Shelhar-boznai,  and  their  componioiis,  unme- 
diately  made  the  Jews  acquainted  with  this  command ;  and 
the  Jews  proceeded  rapidly  with  tbe  building  of  the  temple, 
ao  that  it  was  completed  in  three  years.t 

And  the  children  of  Israel,  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  i 
the  rest  of  the  rhildren  of  the  captivity,  kept  the  dedical 
of  this  bouse  of  God  with  joy,  and  oflercd  at  the  de 
of  this  house  of  God,  an   hundred  bullocks,   two   hundred 
rams,  four  hundred  lambfi,  and,  for  a  sin  offering  for  all  Isrurl,^^ 
twelve  he  goats,,  according  to  the  number  of  tho  tribes  O^H 
Israel.     And  they  set  the  priests  in  their  divisions,  and  tlw 
Leviifs  in  tboir  conr«<;s,  fur  the  servia;  of  God,  which  is  ;a 
JerustUcui :    as  it  is  wrilten  in  the  h<»uk  i»f  Mosus.^ 

Then  too  did   llif  iv<ti>vniLil  u(  Jehovali   sing.  Praise 
Jehovah.     Praise  Jehuvaii,  O  my  soul.     While  J  Uvc  will  I 


•  Exn.  Hi.  A— )V. 
t  Ezra,  tU  13 — lA.  "Tlir  pabllshliiK  of  thU  deerer  at  JcruMltqn 
mif  ho  ritckuiMHl  llir  thorough  restoration  of  th«  JemUh  Alate  :  and 
from  i))e  thorough  (iMlmction  of  it,  tn  tho  bumiai^  of  thecity  sod 
Icifiple  or  JeniAalcin  Ijy  ihtr  Chaldeani,  to  thff  tine  U  Just  snTenty 
ywirs."    Prtd.  I.  95i. 

t   Eirm.  vl.  16~IS.     Nunb.  iii.  0.  vlll,  0. 
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|iraisc  Jehovnli.  I  will  sing  praisra  unto  my  Ood  while  I 
have  any  Iiein^.  Put  not  your  IruRt  in  prinr cs,  nor  in  the 
son  of  nuui,  in  whom  there  U  no  help.  His  hrcath  gocih 
forth,  he  rvtumolh  tu  his  e^utb,  in  thut  ver\'  day  his  ihoiij^htx 
pcri&h.  Happy  is  ho  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  fur  his  help, 
whose  hope  is  in  Jehovah,  his  God  :  who  mude  heaven,  and 
earth,  the  sra,  and  all  (hat  therein  ift:  who  kec|)eth  trulb 
for  over:  who  execnteth  judgment  for  the  oppressed:  wh»  i 
givelh  fuoti  lo  the  hungry.  Jcliuvah  luoseth  the  pnRoners: 
Jehovah  openeth  the  eye^  of  the  Idind:  Jehovah  raiseih  them 
that  are  bowed  down:  Jehovah  luveth  the  rig;hleous :  Jehovah 
pn'viervcth  the  strangera^  he  relieveth  the  fatherless  utid 
widow;  hut  (he  way  of  ihv  wicked  he  lumet}i  upside  down. 
Jehovah  ahM  reign  for  ever,  even  thy  God,  O  Zion,  unto  all 
generations.     Praine  ye  Jehovah. 

Praise  yc  Jehovah  :  for  it  i»  good  to  sing  praises  unto  our 
God ;  fur  it  is  pleasant ;  tnd  praise  is  comely.  Jehovah  doth 
iHiild  up  Jerusalem:  ho  p^thereth  together  Iho  outcast))  of 
ItftneL  Ho  hculcth  lite  broken  in  heart,  and  l>indelh  up  (heir 
wounds.  He  telleth  the  number  of  the  Rlani ;  bo  calleth  them 
all  by  (heir  namee.  Great  is  Jebovah,  and  of  i;^cat  power: 
his  undent anding  is  infinite.  Jultovah  lif^cth  up  the  meek  : 
he  costelh  the  wicked  down  to  the  ground.  Sing  unto 
JelKnah  with  thanksgiving;  sing  praise  upon  tlie  harp,  unto 
our  God :  who  coverelh  the  heaven  with  clouds ;  who  prc- 
|ian'th  min  fur  the  earth  :  who  ni»keth  ^ass  to  gniw  tipr^n  the 
motmtains.  He  giveth  to  the  Iwasl  his  food,  and  to  tho 
young  ravens  which  vry.  He  dclighteth  not  in  the  strength 
of  the  hone:  he  taketh  not  pleasure  in  the  le^  of  a  man. 
Jehovah  tiiketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear  him,  in  ihmiit  that 
hope  in  his  mercy.  Pnu«e  Jehovah,  O  Jerusalem;  praise 
iby  God,  O  Zion.  For  ho  hath  stn*ngthened  the  bant  of  thy 
gates;  be  hath  blessed  thy  children  within  thee.  He  moketh 
peace  in  thy  borders,  and  filleth  thee  with  the  finest  of  tho 
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wheal.     He  snideth  forth  hU  comoiandment  upon  carthi  l>ii 
word  runneth  very  swiftly.     He  ^iveth  suow  Ukew»ol: 
scallureih  the  hoar  froet  like  astiea.     He  casteth  furlli  his  ice 
like  morsels:  who  can  &taud  before  his  culd?  He  seodeth  out 
his  won),  and  meltelh  tIteiD :  he  caaaeth  his  wiud  to  blow, 
and  the  waters  flow.     He  shuweth  his  word  unto  Jacob  ;  hia 
Btatutcs  and  hiti  judgment  uiitu  IsnieK     Hl>  hath  nut  dealt 
with  any  nation :  and  as  fur  his  jud|piients,  they  have  a< 
known  Ihom.     Praise  ye  Jehovah. 

Praifio  ye  Jehovah.     Praise  ye  Jehovah  froni  the  bcav«iH 
pmise  him  in  the  heifrhts.     Praise  ye  him,  all  hin  uii^-U: 
praise  ye  him,  all  hia  hosla.     Pmiac  ye  him,  suu  and  maoa : 
praiM!  hlui,  all  yc  stars  of  light.     Pnti«c  him,  ye  heawos  of 
heavem,  and  ye  waters  that  bo  alHive  the  heavens.    Lei  thiNi 
praisQ  iha  naoic  of  J>.'hov»U:    fur  he  cmiunaiuM,  and  thuBj 
were  rreatod.     Ho  hath  aUo  eHtahliHhed  thom  for  over  and 
ever :  he  hatli  inudL>  a  ilecroe  which  shall  nut  paw.     rraitn 
Jehovah  from  the  t.'arth.  yc  dragons,  and  all  deep« :  fire*  and 
hail;  snow,  and  vaponrt;    stumiy  wind  fulfdling  his  word 
mountains,    and  all   hills;    fruitful  lrc(«,    and  all   cedars 
beuKiM,    and  all  rallli:;    crtn>piiig  Ihiuj^,    uud  tlyin^  fuw| 
kii^  uf  the  earth,  and  all  people :  princes,  aiul  ttlt  > 
of  ttieesith  :  both  yoiwg  men,  and  muidens;  old  men* 
children :  let  them  praise  the  lumv  of  Joliovab :  for  hi« 
aloiK  is  excelleul :  his  glory  is  above  ihu  earth  aud  heaven, 
Hct  aUo  exallelh  the  horn  of  his  pi^ijilv,  ihe  piaiso  of  ait  his 
aainU;  evenof  Ibcchildrooof  larool.  a  people  near  unlu bin* 
Praije  ye  Jehovah.* 

The  tenipiu  beiug  thus  rebuilt,  and  the  Jewish  |M>IEty  in  a 
moASurc  rustorrd,    the  raplivos  who  remniniMl   in    Bftbylon 

*  Pi.etlvl.  cxItII.  c«1tI11.  "In  t)ieSr|ttuBginl  iPrilnn  llicftrpnloM 
are  ilyletl  the  Psilaiii  q(  llftftfit  and  /fcltirloli,  bi  if  ihry  had  bMn 
MBipOttd  b]r  them  for  lliii  oectiion;  &di1  ilili  oodoobt  wai  from 

aeuelttii  UadlUuu."    l>rid.  1.  Mtf. 
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doubted  (be  propriety  of  coniiiiuins;  iho  obscn-anee  of  those 
fasts,  whicli  they  had  strictly  kept  (hiring  the  last  sev(?iity  yt'ftrs ; 
ami,  therefoiv,  a*?nt  Shorczer  aiitl  Regcmmclwh,  ti»  pray  Ix^fore 
Jehovah,  and  consuh  the  priests  and  prophets,  whctlnT  tliey 
should  weop  in  the  fifth  month,  and  separate  themselves  as 
they  had  done  s<>  many  years.* 

To  this  inqitif}',  God  saw  fit  hy  the  prophet  Zechariati,  to 
voacbsafe  the  followin^r  answer;  Speak  untu  all  the  )>oople 
of  the  land,  and  lo  the  priests,  saying;;  When  ye  faate<i  and 
mourned  in  the  fifth  and  seventh  months,  even  those  seventy 
yean,  did  ye  at  all  fust  unto  me,  even  to  me  ?  And  whun 
ye  did  cat,  and  when  ye  did  drink,  did  not  ye  eat  for  your- 
selves, and  drink  fiir  yourselves  ?  Should  ye  not  hear  the 
words  which  Jehovah  hath  cried  by  the  former  pniphets, 
when  Jerusalem  w:ui  inhabited  and  in  pMsporily,  and  the 
rities  thereof  round  about  her,  when  men  tuhabitetl  Ibe  south 
and  the  plain  ? 

Execute  true  jnd^rnt,  and  shew  mrrcy  and  comp;utiiun 
every  man  to  his  brother;  and  oppress  uot  the  widow, 
nor  the  fatherlesa,  tho  stran^r,  nor  the  poor ;  and  let 
none  of  you  iuiag^tne  evil  a^inst  his  t>rother  in  yoor  heart, 
tlul  lliev  refused  to  hearken,  and  pulti>d  away  the  shoulder, 
aiul  stnpjMil  their  Mirs,  that  they  shouhl  not  bear.  Yea,  they 
made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant  atone,  lest  they  sbotdd  hear 
the  law,  and  Ihi-  wordi*  which  Johnvah  of  Hosts  hatb  sent  in 
his  spirit  by  the  former  prophet*;;  therefore,  came  a  (jn^at 
wratb  from  Jehovab  of  Hosts.  Therefore,  it  is  come  to  pass, 
that  as  be  cried,  and  they  would  not  hear ;  so  they  rried,  and 
Iwouldnut  hear;  saith  Jebuvnhof  Ho6ts:  Imt  I  scattered  iheni 
with  a  whirl wiiid  amonfi;  all  the  nalinns  whom  they  knew  not. 
Tbns  the  land  wiix  deuilatc  after  them,  that  no  man  pssned 
ihroUKb  nor  relumed  :  fur  tlun  laid  the  pleaumt  land  desolalf^. 
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I  wan  JMiloiis  Air  Ztnn  with  great  jcnloiisy,  nnil  I  «ra8 
j«iIou»  fi>r  hi-r  with  fi^ent  i'ury^  Thus  aniih  J«>tiuva1i ;  I 
am  rvlurutifl  unto  Zion,  and  will  dwell  in  l)i<^  midst  of 
Jenisuleiii :  and  J«^ruaaletii  shall  be  culled  a  city  of  irvtb, 
aiKl  tilt'  luuuutniii  of  Jt'hovali  uf  ll»st&,  the  holy  niuiintain. 
Thus  &aith  Jehoruh  of  Hosts;  There  shall  \el  old  HMD 
and  old  wonieit  ilwrl)  in  the  strrcta  u(  Jeru&alciii,  and  ovevy 
niau  with  his  stafi*  in  his  huii<l  fur  v^ry  age.  And  iho  streeto 
uf  the  lily  shnll  U'  full  uf  buy»  and  g:iris  |>Ia\inf;  iu  tbm 
sireetft  thereof.  Thua  saith  Jehovah  uf  Hu&ts:  Ifitbcmar* 
vellous  in  the  ^ea  of  the  remnant  of  this  people  in  tlnM 
days,  slinuld  it  also  be  marvellous  in  mine  oy<w^  sftith 
Jelio«uh  of  Hosts.  Thui  s:iilh  Jehovith  of  llnatu;  Behold,  I 
will  fuive  my  pt'opli'  troiu  ilie  ensl  inuntrvi  Mid  I'mai  iho  west 
eoiintry  :  and  i  wit)  briug  tlieiu,  und  Ihey  shall  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  Jerttsalcint  and  they  sluill  be  my  poo|ile,  and  1  will 
l>e  Iheir  Gud,  in  truth  and  in  ri!;hti>niuiUt'S8. 

Let  your  bands  be  titruujjf,  ye  tliai  hear  in  llieae  day*  thnc 
words  by  tbe  mouth  of  tlie  prupbuCH,  whirli  were  in  thocUy 
that  the  foundattun  of  the  bouse  of  Jehovah  uf  llusta  wmi  laid* 
that  the  li-mple  iin;;hl  be  built.  For  before  these  days  there  WM 
no  hire  for  man,  imr  any  hire  for  l^eaift;  neitlier  waa  ibore 
any  pear«  to  him  thai  went  nut  or  came  in,  bocawiie  of  Ibe 
alflirlion  :  li>r  I  set  all  men  every  one  ii^ainsf  bia  neJgiibtMir- 
Uui  nuw  1  will  tiut  tie  unlu  tbe  tcaidue  of  this  people  aa  in  t^ 
foriiuT  •Ia)ii,  tiailh  Jehu\ah  uf  llofils.  I'or  tbe  seed  shall  ba 
(tnwperous ;  tho  vino  shall  f^vc  her  fntit,  aud  the  (ground  ahall 
^ive  her  imTen.'w,  and  the  lu^nveoaahoU  give  iheirdow  ;  ukI 
I  will  rauMu  <hu  rrnuiant  uf  ihia  people  Iu  pocsess  all  tl 
thiiigv.  A  ltd  it  shall  come  to  pasH,  that  as  yo  wore  n 
among  Iho  hoaihon,  U  hainw  of  Judah,  and  house  uf  lund ; 
so  will  I  tflive  you,  aud  ye  shull  Ihj  a  blrwinf^:  fiiar  nut,  bat 
M  your  hands  >>o  Rimn^.  For  thus  sailh  Jehovah  of  Hostt ; 
ON  I  ihoKi^lii  In  |iimihh  you.  when  your  fuihcn  provoknj  no 
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to  wrntb,  with  JehoTah  of  HusU,  aoiJ  1  repeoted  not :  soa^in 
have  1  thought  in  these  (la)-B  lo  do  well  onto  Jorusnlero*  oad 
to  the  houao  of  Judab:  fear  ye  uol.  These  aro  the  things 
tbftt  ye  shall  do ;  speak  yo  every  man  the  truth  lu  bis  nuigb* 
bour:  execute  tliejud^nnent  of  truth  and  pe^icc  in  your  gates: 
and  lut  none  of  yuu  imitgine  evil  in  your  hearts  against  his 
neighbour;  and  love  no  false  oath:  for  all  thi'se  aro  tliinga 
tbal  1  hntr,  suilh  .Itdiovab.  The  fast  of  ibe  fourth  month, 
and  the  fast  of  the  fiAli,  and  tlie  fast  of  the  sevenlb,  and  Iha 
faatof  the  tenths  »hall  bo  lu  Itiohouse  of  Jiidah  joy*  and  glad- 
naWf  and  choarful  fi^asts ;  th<>n''fort\  lovo  (ho  truth  and  peaco. 

Tbun  «ai1h  Jehovah  of  Hosu ;  It  shall  yet  come  to  pass, 
that  tbero  »luil1  cutuc  |>t'opl<'>  utid  I  be  inbahilauls  of  maay 
cities:  and  the  inhabitanlB  of  one  citr  shall  go  to  anotbcTf 
saying,  let  us  go  spcvdily  to  pny  before  Jehovah,  and  to 
seek  Jehovah  of  lloiiis:  1  will  go  also.  Yea,  many  peopU 
and  strung  naiituu  shall  conic  to  seek  Jehovah  of  Hosts  in 
Jeru&aluni,  and  lo  pray  befurt;  Jehovah.  Thus  saith  Jehovah 
uf  iiosU;  lu  those  days  it  uhall  couiu  to  ihiss,  that  (en  meo 
shall  take  bold  out  of  all  languages  of  the  nations,  even  sliall 
take  bold  of  (be  skirt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying.  We  wiU  , 
go  with  yon,  fur  wu  have  beiirfl  that  God  is  with  you.* 

Th4!  eiitHitng  paMsover  was  kept  witJi  great  solemnity,  for 
thu  priuHls  and  l<eviies  were  purified  together,  all  of  them 
wore  purv,  and  killetl  (he  {tassover  for  all  Uie  children  uf  the 
,4^}livi(y,  and  for  their  brethren,  the  priests,  and  for  ihem- 
fldvejt.  And  liiu  children  of  Israel,  which  wen*  come  a^in  . 
out  of  captivity,  and  all  such  as  had  separated  UtcuiseWoal 
onto  ih«*nt  from  the  filthiiies«  of  Iho  heathen  uf  tho  land,  lo 
■eck  Jehovah,  the  God  of  israel,  did  eat,  and  ki>pt  the  feast  of 
unteavened  bread  seven  days  with  joy  :  fur  Jehovah  hud  wado 
them  joyful,  and  turned  (be  heart  uf  the  khi;;  of  Assyria  unto^ 

•  Zcch.  tH.  vili. 
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thorn,  to  fttren^hpn  their  bauds  in  the  work  of  the  honw  i 
God,  the  God  of  Israel.* 

Dnrius,  the  Mi«io,  or  Darius  Hystaspes,  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Xerxes,  during  wbuso  rcipn,  comprising  a  period  of 
twenty-one  years,  nothing  is  recorded  in  Holy  Scripture  re- 
lative to  the  proceedings  of  the  Jcw8;t  but  early  in  the  fol- 
lowing reign  nf  Art-ixerxes  I.ongimannns,  or  Ahasnerus,^ 
that  remnrkahlo  tranRnrtion  took  place,  which,  by  raising 
nada«sali,§  to  the  bed  of  the  sovereign,  produre<l  a  favourable 
impression  towards  the  Jewish  nation  in  llie  mind  of  that  ^_ 
prince.ll  f 

In  tho  sevenlb  year  of  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  Ettii,  the 
scribe,  obtained  a  dern»c  fn»m  him,  for  the  more  complex 
restoration  of  the  residue  of  the  captivity  to  their  own  land  ; 
for  Ezra  had  prepared  liis  heart  lo  seek  the  law  of  Jehovah,  h 
and  to  do  it,  and  to  teach  in  Israel  statutes  and  jiHtgmonl.s.^  | 

Artanentes,  king  of  kings,  nnto  Ezra  the  priest,  a  scrilic 
of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  perfi^cl  peace,  and  at  bucJi 
a  time,  1  make  a  dncree,  ilint  nil  ihey  uf  the  people  of 
Israel,  and  of  his  prit'sis,  and  l-i'vitcs,  inmy  realm,  which  are 
minded  of  tlwir  own  freewill  to  gf)  up  (o  Jerusalem,  go  with  ^ 
ibon.  Forasmach  as  thou  art  sent  of  the  king,  and  of  hi«  H 
seven  couns<'llnrB,  to  en<|uire  concerning  Jiidah  and  Jeni- 
ttlem,  accunling  tu  the  liiw  of  thy  God  which  is  in  ihiue 
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t  Joseptius  sllpgea  that  ilm  triliute  from  ihe  Samaritans, 
had    been   flritt  Kmnlod  by  Cyraii,  and  twice  renewed   by  DarivSB 
Wts  ag"'"  condrtnud  by  Xtnn.     Vol.  il.  IM. 

{  Fur  the  erUical  dUcuEsloo  ■■  lo  who  thii  monireh  ftctnaily  «m, 
Me  Prit).  (■  90R.  *'  The  llrbmn  wriit'  Ihat  iliTcm  of  Ihn  kirigft  of 
Pcrftia  «(Tr  ralletl  Arlnxrrxes.  (or,  occunlinfc  (o  Ihe  llvbrrw,  Artmh- 
ftbaihte)  K«  Phanoh  wm  n  rnmninn  name  of  the  kinp  of  Efjpl,  aoit 
C«Mr  of  iho  rtn|)crors  of  rtomr."     Barkkr. 

%  0«y*»Kiy.-2a.        ||  l-:»i.  i.ii.        ^  Esra.  til.  I— la 
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hand;  and  to  carry  tho  silver  and  gold  which  the  king  and 
hia  cotmsi^Unra  havn  froely  offered  unto  the  God  of  lerael, 
whose  hubitatioD  is  in  Jerusalem*  and  all  the  ulver  and  gold 
that  lliou  caoifl  find  in  all  the  province  of  Babylon,  with  tlie 
freewill  offering  of  tho  people,  and  of  the  priests,  offering 
willingly  for  the  house  of  their  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem. 
And  whatsoever  shall  seem  good  to  thee,  and  to  thy  brethren, 
to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  silver  and  the  gold,  that  du  after 
the  will  of  your  God.  The  vessels  also  that  are  given  thee 
for  Ibe  sorvire  of  the  house  of  thy  God,  those  deliver  thou 
l>cfore  th<>  God  of  Jerusalem.  And  whatsoever  more  shall  be 
neeilful  for  the  house  of  thy  God,  which  thou  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  Ix^tow,  bestow  It  out  of  the  king's  treasure  bouse. 
And  i,  eVL>n  I,  Artaxurxes,  the  kiug,  do  make  a  decree  to 
all  the  treasurers  which  arc  beyond  the  river,  that  whatsoever 
Ezra,  the  priest,  the  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven, 
shall  requirn  of  you,  it  be  done  speedily,  onto  an  hundred 
talents  of  silver,  and  to  au  buudttil  uieasuivs  of  wheat,  and 
lo  an  Imndretl  baths  of  wine,  and  lu  an  hundred  baths  of  oil, 
and  salt  without  prcsrribing  how  much.  Whataoerer  is  com- 
mSLDdod  by  the  God  of  heaven,  let  it  bo  diligently  done  for 
the  houso  of  the  GotI  of  heavL*n :  for  why  should  there  l>e 
wrath  against  the  realm  of  the  Idng  and  his  sons  ? 

Alio,  we  certify  yuu,  that  touching  any  of  tbe  priests  and 
LevHes,  singers,  porters,  Nethinims,*  or  ministers  of  this 
house  of  God  ;  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  impose  loll,  tribute, 
or  cuBlnm  upon  ihefii.  And  tlwin,  Ezra,  nAer  ihe  wisdom 
of  thy  God,  that  is  in  thine  handt  set  uiagiRtrates  and  judges, 
who  may  judg«  all  the  people  that  nre  beyond  the  river, 
all  such  as  know  the  laws  nf  lliy  God ;  and  teach  yc  them 

•  "  80  ealliil  IwcauKB  they  wnre  givpn  to  lh«  temple,  lo  cat  wood 
sod  b«ar  water,  for  tbe  obc  of  the  iscrinces.  snd  cSTne  of  the 
Oib«onites,  who  were  nppolotcd  to  this  use  by  Joaboa,  Ix.  9S." 
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dau^ters  for  thotiuclvet,  and  fur  their  sons,  »o  that  ihe 
huly  »eed  liad  mingled  themseWefi  with  the  people  of  those 
lands,  and  ihiit  even  the  hand  of  the  princes  and  rulers  had 
been  rhief  in  the  trespass  i  wherefore,  this  huly  serv'ODt  of 
God  rent  his  garment,  and  his  mantle^  and  so  great  was 
his  grief,  as  well  it  might,  that  he  plucked  off  the  hair  of  his 
licad,  and  of  his  beard,  and  sat  down  astonished.  Then  i 
were  as^euthled  unto  me  ever\-  one  that  trcniUrd  at  the  wurds  ' 
of  the  God  of  Urael,  Iwcawte  of  the  traiM^reasion  of  those  that 
bad  been  carried  away ;  and  I  sat  astuoied  until  the  evening  , 
sacrifice. 

And  a(  tlie  evening  sacrifice,  1  arose  up  from  my 
lieaviness ;  and  having  rent  nty  garment  and  my  inuutle, 
1  fell  upon  my  knees^  and  spread  out  niy  bonds  unto  Jehovah, 
my  God,  and  said,  O  my  God,  I  am  ashaniod  and  blush  to 
liA  Dp  my  face  to  thee,  my  God  :  for  our  iniquities  are  in- 
creued  over  our  head,  and  our  trespaw  is  grovni  up  onto  the 
bnveiu,  since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have  we  t)een  in  a  great 
ttetpus  unto  this  day:  and  for  our  iniquities  have  He,  our 
king!,  and  our  priests,  been  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the 
kings  of  the  lands,  lu  the  sword,  to  captivity,  and  to  a  spoil, 
and  to  confurion  of  &ce,  as  it  is  this  day.  And  now,  for  a 
little  spare,  grace  hath  been  sbewinl  from  Jehovah,  our 
God,  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape,  nnd  to  give  us  a  nail 
in  his  huly  place,  that  our  God  may  lighten  our  eyes,  anil 
give  us  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage.  For  we  were  tjond- 
meo;  yet  our  God  Imih  not  tonsaken  us  In  our  bondage,  but 
luith  extended  mercy  unto  us  in  the  sight  of  the  kings  of 
Persia,  to  give  us  a  reviving,  to  set  up  the  house  of  our  God, 
and  to  repair  the  difwlalions  thereof,  and  to  give  us  a  wall  in 
Judah  and  in  Jerusalem.  And  now,  O  our  Gutl,  what  sball 
we  say  aHer  this?  fur  we  have  forsaken  thy  commandmeotx, 
which  thou  host  rommamled  by  thy  ecrvanls  the  prophets, 
saying,  the  land,  unto  which  ye  gu  to  possen  it,  b  an  unclean 


laod,  with  the  filtliinesa  of  tlic  people  of  the  landst  vntfa  Uicfr 
aiMjminatiuns,  which  have  Hllfd  it  from  one  end  to  another, 
with  their  nncloannesB.  Now,  therafore*  give  not  jonr 
daughters  unto  ihntr  sfins,  nnithnr  take  their  daug^hten  unto 
your  sons,  mir  stwk  tlioir  peace  or  thfir  wcnlth  for  ever  :  tinl 
ye  may  Iw  strong,  and  eat  the  good  of  the  land,  and  leaTe  i 
for  nn  luheritancc  to  yonr  children  for  ever.  And  aflcr  oil 
Ihut  Is  coniL'  upon  us  for  uur  evil  deeds,  and  fur  our  greM 
Irespnss,  seeing  that  thou  our  Gtid  hwft  punished  us  1ms  llian 
our  iniqitities  deserrc,  and  host  ^vun  us  such  deliverance  as 
tliis ;  should  we  ns^in  break  ihy  ronintandnK'nls,  and  join  ia 
afiiuity  with  the  people  of  thew-  fihnntiitations?  nouldesi  not 
thou  h(;  an^y  with  us  til]  thou  haiUt  cunsuuied  us,  so  tkimV 
there  should  be  no  remnant  nor  eacaping?  O  Jehov&h,  tfai 
God  of  Israel,  thou  art  righlcous;  for  wo  remain  yet  escaped^ 
&»  it  is  this  day  :  tiehold,  we  arc  before  tbco  in  our  trespti— 
UiT  we  cannot  stand  befere  thee  becau^  of  this.* 

Now,  when  Ezra  had  prayed,  and  when  he  bad  confr»cd, 
weeping  and  mating  hinuielf  flown  before  the  house  of  God, 
then*  ns)ieinblL>d  unto  him  out  of  Ismcl  a  reri'  great  congte* 
gation  of  men,  and  wooicn,  and  children:  for  the  people 
wept  very  sore,  anil  answered,  and  said  unto  Ezra,  we  have 
ttoapn»ed  again^it  onr  God,  ond  liavc  taken  fitmnge  wlvea  of 
tlie  people  uf  the  land  :  yet  now  there  is  ho|)ci  in  Israel  can- 
ccrning  this  thing.  Now,  therefore,  lot  ns  mnkf*  a  coreoaat 
with  our  God,  to  put  away  all  Ihc  wiviv*,  and  surh  as  oro 
bom  uf  them,  according  to  the  i-uunsel  of  my  lur<1.  and 
t base  that  treinlile  nt  tUr  mnitnandnirnt  i>f  nur  Gnd;  and  Irt 
it  In*  dniie  accortling  to  thi.'  law.  Ariw;  fur  thts  matti 
bclongoih  unto  iheo:  we  aim  will  be  with  tliee:  bo  of 
cuumgc^,  and  do  it.f 

Having  cucittl  an  oath  from  the  rhicf  priisU,  (he  Lrvi 
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nnd  al  I  Israel,  that  they  wonld  do  according  to  his  word,  and  • 
ftWOfinti  i1  uitti  hiiii]»t;tf,  Juiinthati,  and  Juhaziuh,  ihey  oiadc 
A  ^pMdamation  throughout  .ludah  and  Jerusalem,  (a  gather 
tttOBMlves  ti>  Jerusalem  within  three  dfl\'8t  upon  pain  of  for- 
feiting all  their  substance,  and  the  l>enefit  of  the  restoration.* 

When  assembled,  Ezra  thus  addressed  them,  V'e  have 
trans (rrejtS4Hl,  and  have  taken  strange  wifes,  to  increase  the* 
trespass  of  Israel,  Now,  therefore,  make  confi^ssion  unto 
Jehovah,  the  God  of  your  fathers,  and  do  his  pleasure:  and 
aeparate  yourselves  from  the  p4*t>file  ufthe  land,  aud  from  the 
strange  wives.  Then  all  the  congre(jation  atiswereil  and  snid 
with  n  loud  voice,  ua  thuu  hast  said,  so  must  we  do.f 

Afler  a  can-ful  and  sulentn  ex.itnination  of  everj' family, 
Ezra  proceeded  with  the  work  of  Kepiiration,  und  which 
nppotire  lo  have  been  universally  Rulmiltted  to,  although  many 
uf  thi'ni  had  children  hy  these  strauf^'  women.  J 

Mimlerai,  the  uncte  uf  Hadjiwiah,  and  nhoNeetnstohaveaD- 
ticipaled  thai  his  niece  was  preordainetl  to  render  Rome  espe- 
cial service  to  her  iialiun.  In  the  exercise  of  holy  fiiith,  had 
walked  p;itienlly,  hut  no  douhl  anxioiuly,  ever}'  day  beri>re  the 
(Durt  of  the  woni^n*s  house,  in  the  pulace  of  Shushun,  to  know 
haw  Hadajtsah  did,  and  what  should  become  of  her  ;§  and  upon 

•   Kzm.  t.  fl— H  +  Ezra,  i.D— l*i. 

X  Btfra.  X- 1&  il.  "  According  to  a  (imm^  hi  JuHlin  Martyr's 
DIatufue  with  Trypho,  «  Jrw,  Rzm  offrratl  a  puRchal  lamb  on  this 
oecRiiluo.  and  ■ddrcssnt  ihc  people  thuu:  'This  pasitOTcr  i«  oar 
Mf  ioor  and  our  ttitnge  ;  and  it  ye  will  be  pprsuailn]  of  (t,  and  l«l  It 
•nter  Into  yotir  hcarU,  that  we  am  to  homhlr  \v  liim  In  a  sticn,  and 
afterward*  *haU  bfliuve  in  him.  thU  |ilnri!  nliall  not  b«*  drslroyed  for 
crrf,  «ailh  Ji->liiivalt  trt  llonts  ;  bal  If  )•■  will  not  bvllevt^  In  hiiu,  noc, 
hearken  to  bis  preacbing.  yc  sball  \iv  a  laufibfug-slock  lo  the  CIca* 
tiles.* — DiaK  euui  Tryphoiic.  arc.  79.  Tbi»  pastas**,  Ju<i>hi  »y».  thai 
Jrwa,  thruaith  tlivtrciimily  lot'brlat,  blottrd  out  of  (lie  book  of  Kxra.^ 
lie  chnri^e*  then  wltb  cancelllnir  several  other  placM,  through  the 

■e  apirit  of  enmlly  aud  oppostlioo."     A.  Ciarkc. 
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hor  advancement  to  the  throne/  was  rnisRd  to  sit  in  ihe  ktng*« 
gale,  or  seat  of  judgmpnt.f  Whilst  fulfilling  the  duties  t«f  hi> 
office,  he  discovered  u  conspiracy  against  the  lifc  urAhMoenHv 
by  Bigtlian  and  Tcrcsh,  twu  uf  bis  own  rhaiiiherlains,  aai^| 
which  be  defeated  by  cutiununicating  it  to  tlic  uianard^' 
through  Hadassah ;  upon  which  both  the  iraiton  wen 
•hanged. J  And  soon  afterwards,  by  the  same  inHlnitnenlalitj 
was  the  malignant  purpose  of  HLnian,  the  Agagite,  defeat 
which  aimed  at  tbc  destruction  of  the  wbolc  nation  of  the  Ji 
througtiunt  the  empire;  but  which  was  so  ovprniled  by  Ibei 
provident  and  ahnighty  iieuefiirtor,  that  Mordetai  was  in- 
rested  with  the  supreme  authority  under  the  monarch, 
the  event  of  iboir  signal  deliverance  hiw  betrn  reh^brated  evi 
sinre,  by  all  their  doscondants  in  the  well  known  feasi 
Purini.§  So  Mordecai,  the  Jew,  was  next  unto  ki 
Ahajiuenis,  and  great  among  the  Jews,  ami  accefrted  of  t 
multitude  of  bis  brethren,  seeking  the  wealth  of  hi^  peupl 
and  siM'aking  |>eiire  tu  hII  his  soed.H 

Nut  withstanding  all  the  onoouriigemonls  which  the  restu 
Jews  had  expcri«nci?d,  Ikey  were  far  from  being  in  a 
of  comfort,  or  security:   for  in  the  twentieth  year  of  ( 
reign  of  Artaxerxt^,   Ilanaui,  and   others  of  his  bri>i|if«>i 


•  Rsl.  li.  17—10. 
t  *'  Wbere  the  king's  ufflcrrs  uauilly  Kltcutlvd  to  rrei^vc  lli«  nyu\ 
eoraaiantU."     A.  CLAiKr. 
:   Ksl.ii.21— 2S. 
(   Est.  lii.  — K.    PrM.  i.  3K1.     Tor  n  mUiutr  accoiinl  of  Ihe  eei 
nlu  and  practices  (some  of  tlicm  not  vrrjr  r? |muhle)  with  whldl  th* 
miMlrni  Jews  keep  lht<  rcstWil,  »rc  IhenolraorA.  Clurke  at  lb* 
end  of  tlie  book  of  Gslher,    Plctrl's  Reli|tlou>  Cercinonict.  val 
191  „  BatirrsK^'*  ID'tory  of  the  Jews.  4A3.     Dr.  Jmninfts's  Jew 
Ami.),  li,  30A. 

II  t^l.x.  8.  Bnnlvr  glfM  eilradi  rrnin  nrfi'inl  modvrn  travel* 
lera,  of  llir>  actual  tKUli-tin  of  tb«  lotuba  of  Uather  and  Morde<«l, 
widch  srcm  bitter  oiiililrit  to  crrdenee  iliaii  »uch  mattoit  usMaliy 
are.    O.  L.  No.  OtU. 
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cune  to  Nehetniah,  in  the  palace  at  Shosban**  when?  he 
filled  Ihe  oflice  of  cupbearer,!  and  inrormed  him  that  ihe 
remnant  thai  were  left  of  the  captivily  at  Jenisalcm,  were  in 
preat  affiictiuit  and  ivproach ;  thai  the  wall  of  Jerusaleni  also 
was  broken  down^  and  the  gates  thereof  were  bnmt  with 
fire.; 

On  rereivinj;  this  information,  the  holy  man  gives  its  the  , 
following  rvtalion  of  his  feeling.  When  I  hrard  these  words, 
I  sat  down  and  wept,  and  motinicd  certain  days,  and  fasted, 
and  praye<)  iM'fore  the  Cm\  of  heaven,  iind  said,  I  beseech  thee, 

0  Jehovah,  ihe  God  of  heaven,  the  great  and  terrible  God, 
that  kec|>uth  covenant  and  mercy  for  them  that  love  him,  and 
ohnerve  his  commandments:  let  thine  ear  now  be  attentiTc, 
and  thine  eyes  open,  that  thoQ  moyest  hear  the  prayer  of  thy 
servant,  which  I  pray  Iwfore  thee  now,  day  and  night,  for 
the  children  of  Israel,  thy  »<?rvanlK,  and  confess  the  sins  of 
the  children  of  Isniel,  which  we  have  sinned  against  thee: 
both  I  and  my  father's  house  have  lanniHl :  wc  Itave  dealt 
very  cormptly  ag^ninst  thee,  and  have  nut  kept  the  command- 
meats,  nor  the  fttatutes,  nor  the  judgments,  which  thoal 
commandest  thy  servant  Moses.  Remember,  I  beseech  thee; 
the  word  that  thou  rommandest  thy  servant  Moses,  saying; 
If  ye  tru8)p«9i  I  will  xratter  you  abroad  among  (he  nations: 
bal  if  ye  Inm  unto  me,  and  keep  my  commandments,  and  do 
Ihem :  Ihough  there  wore  of  you  east  out  unto  the  uttermost 
part  of  the  heaven,  ypt  will  1  guther  them  from  thence,  and 
will  bring  them  unio  the  place  that  I  have  chosen  to  set  my 
nune  them.  Now  these  are  thy  servants,  and  thy  people, 
whom  thou   bai  redeemed  by  Uiy  great  power,  and  by  thy 

"  Nchrm.  i.   1—3.  "  The  aacliHit  eitjr  of  Sun,  called  in  Peniao, 

flhusltrr;  Ihe  wiolef  r«»i<)*'iic«  of  thw  Pcreisn  Kings."  A.  CljLKKB. 

t  Nchera    1— II. 

1  N>b»m.  1.  S.     See  a  more   miiiuto  iceouni  of  Ih'i*  iottrvtew  la 

Joi.  1.  100. 
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slrontj;  kaDd.     0  Jt>bova1)«  I  beseech  thee,  let  now  tliine  < 
be  altoDlivc  tu  the  prayer  of  l)iy  servant,  and  to  tlie  prajner  4 
thy  nervants,  who  dpsiro  to  fcur  Ihy  n»nio:  and   prdsper* 
pray  thco,  thy  sorvant  this  day.  and  j^dnt  him  mercy  id 
ught  of  (Ilia  man.* 

On  his  next  attendance  upon  the  monarch,  having  cxbi 
bited  great  grief  of  countenance,  Artaxerseii  euquired  inli 
the  cause,  upon  which  Nehemiah  replied.  Let  the  ku^  In 
for  ever,  why  should  not  my  couutenanco  1m*  sad,  wbvn 
city,  the  place  of  my  father's  sepulchres,  lieth  waste,  aod  i 
gales  thereof  are  cuitsunicU  with  fire?t 

The  monarch  having  encouraged  him  to  prefer  hla  i 
Nehemiah  prayed  unto  the  Hoil  of  heaven,  and  then  said  * 
the  king.  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  thy  servant  have  foiuid 
favour  in  thy  sight,  that  Ibou  wouldesl  send  me  unto  Juilah, 
unto  the  city  of  oiy  father^a  sepulchres,  that  1  may  build  it.* 

Artaxerxcs,  whose  queen,  probably  Hadossah,  was  present 
at  this  interview,  having  stipulated  for  the  return  uf  this 
esteemed  ofliccr,  within  a  limited  period,  gave  him  p^r- 
mission  to  go :  aiwl,  at  IiIh  re<jui^t,  the  good  hand  of  bis  G<^^H 
lieing  upon  him,  furnifthed  him  with  letters  from  Itiniself,  (0^1 
the  governors  beyond  the  river,  that  lliey  should  convey  him 
over  till  Ite  came  into  Judah ;  and  a  letter  onto  Asaph,  th« 
keeper  of  iho  king's  forest,  to  give  him  tiinlter  to  make  beams 
for  the  gates  of  the  palace,  which  apperlainMl  to  the  ho»B», 
and  for  the  wall  of  the  city,  and  for  the  bouse  he  should  entfiCi 
into.  And  l>eing  fumishiMl  with  a  considerable  milit 
escort,  Nehemiah  came  to  the  governors  beyond  the 
and  gave  them  the  king's  letters,^  and  then  went  to  JciumIq 
and  staid  (here  ibreo  davs.11 

The  arrival  of  Nehemiah  with  a  commlasion  to  toelc 


•  Nfthein.  t.l^ll.  f  N^heia.  I).  S. 

I  Nchein  ii.  4—6.         \  Ntbrm.  II.  O-^i.         |  Nohrm.  H.  II. 
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welfare  ofthecliildronof  fsrael,  having  (*xfited  ibo  regret  and'i 
envy  of  .Saiiballal,  the  Horonile,  and  Tuhtnh,  an  Ammonite 
filftre»*  and  the  rest  of  the  SamariUns.  induced  this  gwMl  man  to 
act  with  ^oat  caution  ;  so  that  without  consiiltinG^  tho  nilrn  . 
and  principal  Jews,  he  surveyrd  the  walls  and  suburbs  of  tha' 
dty  himself  by  night,  and  made  the  necessary  olmervations.t 

Havinfj  ascertained  th<?  fctate  of  the  cilv,  and  what  waa  ne- 
cps&iry  to  Ih*  dtmc,  Ni'honiiuh  a.s4eml>led  thn  Jpws^  and  thuB 
aildivssiHl  them;  Ye  see  the   distress  that   we  an-  in,  how  ' 
Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burntMl  withi 
firv:  come,  and  let  us  build  up  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  that  j 
we  be  no  more  a  reproach.     Ho  then  tiild  them  of  the  hand  of  I 
bia  Gud,   which  was  good  upon  him,   and  aUu  llu:  king's^ 
wordfl  which  he  had  spoken  unto  him,  whereupon  Ibe  people 
said,  U't  us  rij»e  up  and  build.     So  they  strengthened  their 
bauds  fur  this  go4Kl  work.     Out  when  Sanballal,  the  Iloronite, 
and  Tubiah  titc  serranl,  Ibe  Ammonite^  and  Geahem   the 
Arabian,  heard  it,  they  langlMxl  ua  to  scorn,  and  despia>d 
uf,  and  said,  whiit  is  this  thing  that  ye  do  ?  will  ye  rebel 
nfpunsl  the   kin[^?  then   anaworetl    I    ihem,  and   said   unto 
tbero,  the  Go*)  uf  Heaven,  he  will  prosper  ua;  therefore,  we 
hia  servanti  will  arise  and  build:  but  ye  have  do  portion, 
nor  right,  nor  mem<irial,  tii  Jeni»alem.^ 

Notwithstanding  ihis  oppasiiion, the-  work  proceeded;  dif- 
feiviil  individuals  applying  themselves  to  the  erection  uf 
TaritHW  portionii  of  the  gates  and  walls.tj 

*  Nrhem.  H.  10,  He  hid  dlKCOTrrnl  Ihtl  ia  IhoM  dayn  the  iinhic* 
of  JuJal)  ftcni  mmiy  Iclirn  unto  Toblah,  ami  the  Irllcra  of  TobUb 
csOe  until  theiti.  For  lliorv  wrrv  mnnjr  in  Jad«h  sworn  unto  him, 
bacanse  he  »at  the  too-ln-law  of  Shcchanlah,  the  Bon  of  Arab ;  ant) 
bit  Htm  Johnann  hftd  takrn  ihp  danirhlpr  of  Meshnllntn,  itie  mo  nf 
Berccbinh.  Also  thry  rrponrd  tiis  good  deeds  betntr  rar,  kiwi 
ullerMl  ny  »ords  la  him.     Aiul  Toblah  sent  letter*  to  put  no  la 


fMr.     Nebem.  «[.  17—10. 
t  Nrtien.ll.  12—10. 
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Tlie  oppofiiliou  ami  inRiiU  uf  Sanballat,  Tobiafi,  and  their  j 
adhcronls  runtinuiag.  Neficniiah  solemnly  imprv>catecl  npoo-^ 
Ih*"!!!  the  diviiie  vengcAnco,  Hear,  O  oHt  (Jod ;  for  ivc  are  des- 
pised:  untl  lum  their  reproach  upon  their  uwn  head.  Bad 
give  thrm  for  n  prry  in  the  land  of  raptintj :  and  cover  not 
their  iniquity,  and  Id  »<*%  tlioirsin  be  blotted  out  from  heftv* 
thee:*    for  they  have  jwovokcd  thee  to  an^^  bt-foro   tbft 


*  As  to  this  and  sitaUar  imprecnlioni,  to  bo  founil  ia  lite  Psalnu  o(j 

David,  and  other  parts  of  the  Old  Tcsiatnent  Scriptures.    Dr. 

Clarke  liBK  ttir  foUowinff  note.     "  A  prayer  of  thl»  kind,  uotler!>lon 

literally,  is  not  lawrul  Tor  any  Clirlsllao.     Jenug:,  our  frmt  mistfr. 

tiaa  taid,  '  l.ove  your  eniMnies  dn  ^ooil  tn  ttieui  that  tiatc  you.  and  ' 

pray  for  llu-ni  itiat  dvspittrfull)  use  )uu.'     l*robaljty  w«  sitould  aa* 

derslaiul  audi  terriUlu    liiit<ri!calioiis  an  lieetatainry ;   fur  Lhe 

form  of  tlie  verb,  in  ttie  Ilvbn-w,  Is  uavd  at  prtcativt  and  imprroti* 

All  wild  know  tl)c  genius  of  the  Hebrew  languagi-,  know  thai 

fatvre  tunse  is  ased  to  express  all  Ihi-sc  senses.    Besldrs,  we  may^ 

rest  assured  lliat  Ncheniiatt'tt  cudica,  or  dectnration  of  Cin<r«  }m\f^ 

menu,  tiftd  respect  only  to  their  bodies,  and  to  this  life;  uol  ta  tludr 

soaU,  mid  iIil'  world  to  come.      And  llieu  lliu)  viuouiit  tu  uo  mvn 

Itiait  this,  Wtisi   a  n)«n  sowflh   llmt  sh^W  lie  reap." — A.CukiutiL^ 

"  The  Jews  were  al  this  time  thechurcb  of  Qo«i;  they  «rereacl«all| 

employed  In  hia  service  ;  lht>ir  enemies,  without  the  smallcat  ground 

ttf  complaint,  despised  and  hated  thrtn  for  his  sakri  If  they  stiocndc 

to  their  designs  they  would  subvert  true  religion  ;  and  their  eAndlfn ' 

pwiishnirnt  would  fomi  a  salutary  exmnple  to  all  other  ndveraarlrs. 

and  subservu  Ihe  cause  of  truth  and  righleousaesi.   So  that,  aval  foCM 

the  honour  of  God.  and  love  to  his  people,  induced  Nchcralah  i^fl 

pray  that  these  scorners  might  be  exposeil  to  that  reproach  which 

they   cast   on  the  Jews,  and   become  a  prey   to  their   eoemlifs  In 

thnlnndnfthelf  eapllTliy  ;  and  that  their  sins  might  not  be  eoverwl, 

or  blolled  oat,  by  the  merciful  ri^rglveness  of  God  ;  Kr<-lng  Ihejr  haii 

cndpBToured  to  discourage  the  builders,  aod  r«ader  tbctn  disatNwUd 

to  llicir  work.     Such  scriptural  reports  are  prophetical,  ordeolam- 

lory  of  ihK  judgiaeiils  of  God,  against  j>en<ecu1or» ;  aud  the  sab* 

q««fll  doom  of  these  nations    waa  an  answer  to   lhi«   praytr."* 
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bnildcrs.  So  they  built  the  wall,  and  all  llio  wall  was  joined 
tojicctber  uoto  the  half  thereof;  for  the  people  had  a  miikd  to 
work.* 

Thf  perseciirion  from  fhp  Samaritans  havinj^  continued, 
Nnhrmiab  ua-s  nhlignd  to  divide  the  pnc>p)f>,  one  halt' working 
at  the  Willi,  whilst  the  other  half  kept  watch ;  each  man 
having  a  sword  in  one  hand,  whilst  workinfi:  with  the  other, 
and  trumpeters  being  placed  at  regular  distanco^  i4i  give 
notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  Rut,  althotig^b  their 
Mlvermrira  consfiired  all  uflhem  (ogother^to  come  and  to  fig-ht 
•gainst  Jerusalem,  and  to  hinder  iltNehemiali  aiitl  his  brethren 
made  their  prnyer^  unto  their  God,  and  set  a  watch  u^iust 
ihem  dav  and  night:  neither  Nehemiah  hinL«<lf>  nor  his 
brethren,  nor  his  servants,  nor  the  men  of  the  guard  putting 
off  their  clolh)*s,  iave  for  washing.t 

Many  of  the  people  having,  in  onler  to  support  the  expense 
of  the  works  and  maintain  their  fiinnliee  in  the  interim, 
tnortgAf^ed^  (h(^ir  lands  to  their  brethren  beyond  the  hofie  of 
redi>mptitiri:  Nehi-miah  was  excessively  angry,  and  having 
'■■■M«*d  tliem  together,  and  shewn  them  )iov diainterestedly 

•  Kehem.  It.  1—4.  t  Nehera.  Iv.T— «!. 

X  If  Tlioo  Iroil  money  to  any  nf  my  people  thai  Is  |toor  by  lh»c. 
ttioa  thalt  bo  to  bin  ■■  an  usurer,  neither  shall  tliou  lay  apon  him 
asury.  Exotl.  utll-  "iA.  Th«  usury  -which  Nehrmiah  now  reproved 
wan  lafclnjt  onu  p«r  cent.,  or  a  ccatessims,  from  the  borrower. 
Nehein.  t.  I— 1 1.  Prld-  i.  437.  If  aa  Inraelilr  might  not  taliv  one 
prt  cent,  from  lilfl  brother,  how  Hhall  Iho  tlitciptfl  of  Christ  escape 
who  taliM  fireT  Bill  pcrhips  It  will  be  sikwl,  whothrn  coulj  leodT 
Bvwsre  lliat  thrre  bti  not  n  llinuglit  lit  ihy  wlekril  henrl.Mylnfr,  the 
tcvcnlh  year,  the  year  of  release,  U  at  baiul  ;  and  thum  eye  b«  evil 
afaintt  thy  poor  brother,  and  thou  givcst  him  nuugbt;  and  be  ory 
uolo  JtfhuTBh  againM  ihi.-e,  ami  it  be  sin  uttln  Ihtr.  Daat  xv.  0. 
Give  to  hiai  that  uski-th  thi*r,siHl  from  hhiitliat  would  borrow  of  thee 
turn  not  thou  away.    Matt,  ».  49,    Mark,  x.  17— Sf;).    John,  «i.  Au. 


he  had  at^tMl  himself,  and  reproached  them  for  their  osuriou 
conduct,  ur^d  thetii  instantly  to  r(«ton>  Ihoir  landa,  ihejr^ 
vinevards,  their  olive-yards,  and  their  houses,  also  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  money,  and  of  the  rom,  the  wine,  and 
the  oil  that  they  had  exacted  of  them.  Upon  these  usurers 
having  promised  to  restore  all,  Neheminh  exacted  an  oath  of 
them,  to  keep  their  promise,  .-md  shaking  hi;^  lap  said.  So 
God  shake  out  every  man  from  his  faous^,  and  from  his 
lahoar,  that  performeth  not  this  prtimise,  even  thiu  be  be 
shaken  out  and  emptied.  And  all  the  con^^ptliun  said, 
Ainea,  and  prai)$e<l  Jehovah.* 

Sanballat*  Tobiah,  and  Geshem  (he  Arabian,  still  perse- 
vered in  their  opposition,  and  made  use  of  every  exertion  and 
artifice  to  defeat  (he  uhjert  of  Neheniiah,  and  thwart  thtt  pur- 
poses of  Jehovah.  I'our  times  they  sent  for  this  servant  of  G4>d^ 
to  meet  tbem  in  private,  moet  probably  with  a  view  to  aaias.  i 
sinate  him ;  then  they  sent  to  him,  threatening  to  accuse  him 
that  he  was  about  to  restore  the  sreptre  nf  Judah,  and  nbei 


tm 

that  lie  was  aDout  to  restore  the  srepire  nt  JiKian,  and  rebel  ^i 
against  Artaxerxes:  afterwards  they  bribed  Shemaiati  to^H 
impose  upon  Nehemiah,  and  alarm  htm  by  a  false  prophecy,^^ 


besidtfs  keeping'  up  an  intercourse  with  several  of  the  noblea 
of  Judut),  who  laboureil  to  divert  Nehemiah  fnini  his  parjKifie, 
and  impress  his  mind  favourably  towards  Sanballat  and  To- 
biah. Haviu<r  surmounted  all  these  obstacles,  the  wall  was 
finished  at  the  end  of  fifty  two  days;  and  it  came  to  paaa, 
that  when  all  our  enemies  heanl  ihenf^f,  and  all  i\w  hetatfacD 
that  were  about  us  saw  these  things,  they  were  much  rnst 
down  in  their  own  eyes;  for  they  perceived  that  this  work 
was  wrought  of  uur  Goil.f 

Nehemiah  was  Tintbalha,^  or  govenmr  of  the  pmvinee, 
but  when  tlie  nail  was  built,   he  appointed  as  vicero^-s  in  bis 

•  Nehrw,  V.  1— 1«,         f  Jiehtm.  vi.  I— 10.         :  Ndini.  till.  0. 
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absfHiop,*  or  as  deputies  under  him  over  Jerusalem,  bis 
bruther  HunaDi,  nnd  Han:iinali,  the  ruli^r  uf  (hu  palace,  a 
failliful  man,  and  one  who  feared  God  above  many :  and  gave 
tbcm  a  strict  cbari^e  buw  to  guard  the  city,  and  prevent  any 
»urpriz«  frum  their  enemies.t 

Aa  a  measure  uf  further  precaution  and  of  future  prmpority, 
he  prcvailoH  on  tlie  uubles  and  mlcrs,  and  a  tenth  of  the  reBt. 
to  eroci  residences  in  Jerusalem,^  and  the  reiuainiug  nine 
|>artj},  in  the  other  cities  of  Judah.§ 

With  a  view  to  this,  Nehemiah  nmubered  and  rogifitered  all 
the  people  according  to  their  ^nealogics  ;]|  voluntarily  giving 
himself  une  thousanr]  dmniH  of  puld,  fifty  Uutins  and  five 
hundred  and  thirty  chief  garments,  an  example  which  was 
liborally  followed  by  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  and  the  rest  of 
the  people.T 

Ezra,  wbcse  commission  appears  to  have  ceawd  on  the 
arrival  of  Nehemiah,  is  supposed**  to  have  empk>yed  the 
interval  chiefly  in  collecting  and  preparing  a  copy  of  the  law 
of  Mofics;  and  which,  having  ble&sed  Jehovah  the  great  God, 
the  |>w>ple  answering  Amen,  Amen,  with  lifting  up  their 
baudA,  and  bowing  their  lieacbi  and  worshipping  Jehovah, 
with  their  £ices  to  the  ground,  be  and  the  priests  and  Lcvites 


4 


*  Htt  had  DoljF  leKVc  of  absmce  for  a  prracrlbul  period,  and  wu 
nbligsd  lo  return  to  Persia  for  a  new  ooainlssioo.  Nehem  U.A. 
xiU.  6.    Prid.  L.  497. 

t  Nchcm.  tU.  1—3.  :  Nebwa-al.  1—10- 

4  Nehrm.  Kt.  :eO— M. 
I  Nebeu.  tH.  fl— «0.  8e*  also  Kzra.  H  Ihroughoot.  Non*  hut 
I  high  priMt  wtlh  urim  and  Ihummitn  could  consult  by  Iramodiate 
revelation  wilb  God.  and  none  mich  «a!i  vouchtafifd  under  the  s«coDd 
tempi*.  Bcolt  oo  Exra,  ii.  03.  Nehem.  *li,  (»-  Lev  till.  H.  Denr. 
ixxKI.H.  A%  to  what  the  urlm  and  tbummlm  was,  and  iU  Hie,  fee 
Prid.  L  10»— 'JUl . 

n  Nebem.  viL  70—78. 
••  Prld.I.  Ml. 
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read  distinrtly,  nod  ^ve  the  law,  or  expounded,  and  i 
them  lo  understand  il.* 

This  being  donfl  on  the  feast  of  trurapets,t  Nebemiah  and 
Ezra  diittnifised  the  peitple,    who  wejo  weeping  wbeo  they 
heard  the  words  of  the  law,  at  mid-day;  telling  them*  This 
day  is  holy  unto  Jehovah  your  Gwl,  mnum  not  nor  weep ;  gQ 
your  way,  eat  the  fat,  and  drink  the  sweet,  and  send  por- 
tions unto  ihem  for  whutii  nothing  is  prepared:  fur  this  day 
is  holy  unto  our  Lord:  neither  be  ye  sorrj';  fur  the  joy 
Jehorah  U  your  strength.     So  the  Levites  stilled  all 
people,  saying.  Hold  yonr  peace,  for  the  day  is  holy;  nc 
be  ye  grieved.    And  all  iIm?  [wople  went  their  way  to  eat,  ao 
to  drink,  and  to  send  portions,  and  lo  make  ^reat   mirth,-] 
because  they  had  understood  the  words  that  were  dedare^J 
uolo  theni.^ 

On  the  next  day  the  reading  of  the  law  was  resumed,  when] 
coming  in  course  to  the  ordinance  of  the  fcsst  of  tubemarles,^] 
the  people  forthwith  collected  olive  branches,  pine  bnuichcs,! 
myrtle  branches,  palm  branches,  and  branches  of  thick  trees;] 
and  went  forih  and  made  themselves  iHtoths,  everyone  i 
the  roof  of  his  houw,  and  in  their  courts,  awl  in  the  i 
of  tile  house  of  God,  and  in  the  street  of  the  water  gate, 
in  the  street  of  the  gate  of  Ephniim.     And  all  the  cougre-'l 
gallon  of  them  that  were  come  again  out  of  the  captivity  mada' 
booths,   nn<l   sal  under  the  booths:    for  since  the  day^  of 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  unto  that  day,  had  not  the  childrea^ 
of  Israel  done  so.     And  there  was  very  great  g^ladncss.!!         ■ 

And  during  the  whole  seven  days  of  the  feast  of  trumpeia, 
Ezra  continueil  reading  aud  expounding  the  bw  tu  the 
people.lf 


•  NDhriD.  ?iii.  1 — 8. 

I  Nchera.  viii.  0—19. 
I  Nefafn.  Tiii.  13—17. 


t  Lev.  xxiil.  at. 
\  I^v-  xxiii.  9S. 
n  Nehrai.  viif.  18. 
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Two  days  uAcrwards  they  held  a  solemn  faat»  wlien  having 
first  separated  from  tlieuiselves  all  strangunt,*    the   LevitcSJ 
Mtood  up  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice.  Stand  ttp  and  bleitl 
Jcliuvah,  your  God,  ^r  ever  and  ever:  and  bk-ssed  be  ihyj 
^Utrioii^  name,  which  i»  exalted  above  all  blessing  and  praisevJ 
Thou,  even  ibuu,  art  LonI  aloi>e;  thou  ha.sl  made  hcavcnyj 
the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  hosts,  the  earth, 'and 
all  things  that  are  therein,  the  tiea-s  "nd  nil  that  is  ihoreinfi 
and  thoit  pn>sprvf>st  them  all ;  and  the  host  uf  heavr^n  wor* 
iihip[Wth  tlie«.      Thou  art  Jehov;di,    iht;  Gud,    who  didst 
choiMe  Abram,    and  broughtest  him  forth  out  uf  Ur,  of  Iho 
Chiddo««,    and  gaveat    him  the  nunc   of  Abra.bam;    and 
foundc&t  bis  heart  faithful  before  thee,  and  iiu<lesl  a  covenant 
with  him  tu  give  the  land  uf  th>;  Cauaanltea,  Ibc  HiKitcft,  the 
Ainoritvs,  and  the  Pcrizzite.s,   ami  the  Jobiisil^^  and  tbe 
Girgashites,  to  give  it,  1  say,  lu  his  seed,  and  bust  perrurmed 
thy  wordti;  fur  thou  art  righteous  and  didst  see  the  afilidion 
of  our  falhem  in  E^'pl,  and  hcardest  their  cry  by  the  red 
sea ;  and  abewciUt  signs  and  wonders  upon  Pharauh,  ami  on 
all  his  servants,  and  on  all  Ihi?  people  of  his  land  :   fr>r  thou 
knowest  that  they  dealt  proudly  against  ihciti.     S<i  flidsl  tluMi 
get  thee  a  name  as  it  is  this  day.      And  thou  ilid^t  divide  t)M> 
sea  beftire  them,  so  that  they  went  through  the  nddst  of  the 
sea  on  the  dry  land  ;  aikd  their  peraerutura  thou  Ihrewest  into 
the  dcepR,  as  a  stone  into  (he  mighty  waters. 

Moreover  thou  lo<ldest  them  in  the  day  by  a  clixidy  pillar; 
and  in  tho  night  by  a  pillar  of  firc,f  tu  give  them  light  in  the 

•  N>|ii-nu  is.  2.  xiii.  1— a. 
t  "  ThU  ulrseiilous  etoutl,  Ihr  syinbot  of  Iha  Diviuv  Prrftmer, 
■niTliii  i1  tAnt  different  {MMltloni  whll«  accompaiulng  lite  ItraellUsh 
camp.  I,  As  a  cloud,  in  th«  form  nf  a  fiUlar,  il  wrnl  bnfore  tben, 
when  lliry  joumryrd,  to  {inini  out  Ihrir  way  in  ifx'  «itdrmnis<  9. 
As  s  piUsr  oTjk*t,  It  cuiillnunj  with  Ihrta  dariiiK  tlir  nigfil,  ta  give 
Ihvin  light,  and  be  a  rallying  point  (ur  IIil-  wlioU-  csBip  iii  tlie  uight 
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way  wh^mn  thoy  shnuld  go.  Thou  aimest  down  also 
mount  Sinai,  and  spakcst  with  thcin  fhtin  hcavt'n,  and  ^v 
them  right  judgniculs,  nnd  true  laws,  pfood  slututos  uiitl 
manthnenl-i :  and  niiiileift  kmiwn  unto  thoni  thy  hnly  aahlKith, 
nnd  cunimandiHlst  thorn  prerfpts,  staliitt>s  nnd  law,s  tiy  ih« 
hand  of  Moses  thy  servant :  and  g-avest  thrni  tirrad  from 
heaven  for  their  han>fer,  and  broughtrst  forth  water  for  them 
uut  uflhc  ruck  fur  their  thirst,  and  pnimiBecUt  them  that  they 
ahuuld  ^  in  to  puatess  the  land  which  thou  hadtit  sworn  to 
pve  tbem.  But  they  and  our  fathers  dealt  prfiiidly,  and 
hardened  their  itet'ks,  ami  hearkened  not  tu  thy  rommani 
inentit,  and  refu8e<l  to  ul>ey%  neither  were  mindful  of 
wonders  that  thou  didst  among  them ;  but  hardened  thei 
necks,  and  in  their  rebellion  appointed  a  eaptain  to  re>ii 
tu  their  liunda^:  but  thou  art  a  Gud  ready  to  pardon,  gra- 
cioos  and  inerrirnl,  slow  to  angtr,  and  uf  ^>at  kindness,  and 
fonookest  them  not.  Tea,  when  they  had  made  IbrM  a 
molten  calf,  and  said.  This  ii  thy  God  that  brought  tliev  up 
out  of  £^ pi,  aiHl  had  wru«igbt  great  pruvuealionH  ;  vet  ibov 
in  thy  manifold  ntercii-s  furwHikest  them  nut  in  the  wildemcai: 
the  pillar  of  the  cloud  departed  not  from  them  by  day,  to  load 
them  in  the  way;  neither  the  pillar  of  fin*  hy  nig'ht,  to  ahrw 
them  light,  and  the  way  wherein  they  Khuuld  go ;  thou  pivesi 
aUu  tity  good  Hpiril  to  instruct  them,  and  witiifaeldcst  not  iby 
matma  from  their  mouth,  and  garcst  them  water  for  llirir 
tliirsl.  Yea,  forty  years  didst  thou  suMnin  tbem  in  the  wiU 
deniess,  so  that  they  larked  nothing:  their  cluthea  waxed  not 
old,  and  their  fe<*t  swelled  not. 

Mun^uver  thou  guvntt  them  kingduma  and  nattuns,  ami 
didst  divide  them  intorornen*:  mi  they  putMewMtl  the  taml  uf 
Sihon,  and  the  land  ot  the  king  of  Ht^hbcm,  and  thr  bmd  of 


•ra^on,  S.  \»  mn  rtlnii€4  rlvHii,  It  hottftd  urer  tiMm  In  lhr(r  m. 
caBpitiMiTi,  to  mrrcfth  llirm  with  il»  dews,  and  lo  lk«tfi> them  frnw  ilio 
ardour  of  ilii?  sun."  A.  Clabkc. 
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Og',  king  of  Boahan.     Their  children  also  multiplicdst  thuu 
as  tlw  »taTi  of  heaven,  nnH  timughlesl  them  tntn  the  lam), 
coacerniiig  which  thou  hadst  proiiiised  to  their  fathers,  that 
ibe^  shaulcl  go  in  to  possess  it.     80  the  children  went  in  iind  1 
pooened  the  land,  and  thou  subduedst  hcforc  thnin  tlie  iulia- 
bitaata  of  the  land,  the  Canaanites,  and  gavcst  them  into  (heir 
liandii,  with  tlietr  kin^,  and  the  people  of  the  land,  that  they 
inighl  do  with  them  as  tbcy  would.     And  they  took  strung^ 
cities,  and  a  fat  land,  and  |>ofMefl.serl  houses  full  of  all  guuda, 
welLs  di^ed,  vineyards,  and  olive-yard*,  and  fruit  trees  in 
abundauci-';  so  they  did  eat,  and  were  filled,  and  became  fat, 
and  delighted  themselves  in  thy  great  goodness.  Nevertheless 
they  werw  diKoliedicnl,  and  rebelled  against  thee,  and  cast 
thy  law  behind  tlicir  backs :    and  slew  thy  prophets*  which 
lostified  against  them,  to  turn  them  to  thee,  and  they  wrought  j 
great  provocations.     Therefore  thou  delivercdst  them  into  the 
hand  of  their  enemies,  who  vexed  them:  and  in  the  time  of 
their  trouble,  when  thpy  eried  unto  ihee,  Ihou  hoardest  them 
from  heaven;   and  according  to  lliy  manifold  mercies  thuu 
gavcsl  tbem  saviours,  who  saved  them  out  of  the  hand  of  ihcil 
enemies.     Bui  af^er  they  had  rest,  they  did  evil  again  before 
ti»€o:  therefore  letlest  thou  them  in  the  hand  of  their  enemies, 
wi  that  they  had  the  dominion  over  them :  yet  when  they  re-| 
turuetl,  and  crieil  vnto  thee,  thou  heardest  them  from  heaven: 
and  many  titucs  did^t  thou  deliver  them  according  to  thjr^ 
merries;    and  tostiflMtit  against   them,    lliat  thou  mighlest 
bring  tbem  again  unto  thy  law  :    yet  tliey  dealt  proudly,  and 
hearkened  not  unto  thy  commandments,  but  itinned  against 
thy  judgments,   (which  if  a  man  do  ht-  shall  live  in  them)  ; 
and  withdrew  the  shoulder,  and  hanlened  ilieir  neck,  and 
would  not  hear.     Yet  muiyyeara  didsl  thou  forbear  them, 
and  lestifiedsl  against  them  by  thy  spirit  in  thy  propliets ;  yet 
would  they  not  gtv<>  ear;   therefore  gavest  lliuu  them  into  the 
hand  of  the  people  of  the  fauidi.     Nevertheless  for  thy  gr««t 


U 


20 


:  tkoaS 


338  THE   R13T0RATI0M. 

niarcies*  sake  thou  diiUt  not  utterly  consumf!  them,  nor 
sako  them ;  for  tbuu  art  u  frariuiiit  ODd  uit^rciful  Ciod. 

Now  therefore,  our  Guil,  the  greut,  llic  au<;hiy,  and  the 
torrtble  God,  who  kcepest  covenant  and  mercy,  let  doC  aD 
the  trouble  seem  tittle  before  thcc,  that  hath  conie  npon  dk, 
our  kings,  on  our  princ«s,  and  on  our  priettii,  and  uu 
prophi^t-s,  and  on  our  father*,  and  on  all  ihy  people, 
Uie  liino  of  the  lungs  of  Assyria  unto  this  day.  Huwbeit  tka» 
art  just  in  all  that  isbroug^ht  upon  us;  for  thou  hasl  done 
right,  but  wo  hiivn  done  wickedly:  n<'ithcr  have  our  kings, 
our  princes,  our  priests,  nor  our  fathers,  kept  thy  law,  nor 
hcarkcoed  unto  thy  commamlments,  and  thy  testimoni 
wherL'vvith  thou  did&t  te^lifv  against  them.  For  liu*y  have 
served  the«  in  tlicir  kingdom,  and  in  thy  preat  goodncs  th< 
Ihou  gavest  thciu,  aud  in  the  large  and  fat  land  which  tlii 
gnvesl  before  them,  neither  turned  tlvy  from  their  wici 
works.  Behold,  we  are  sorvanlti  this  day,  and  fur  Hid 
llial  thou  {^vest  unto  our  Cilhcrs  to  eal  the  fruit  thereof  and 
iho  good  tberuof,  behold,  wc  are  servants  in  it :  and  tt 
yieldeth  much  increase  unto  the  kings  whom  thou  haiit  act 
ov^r  us  liocaiisc  of  our  sins :  also,  they  have  dominion  over 
our  bodies,  and  over  our  niltlo,  at  their  pleasure,  and  wc  ikn 
in  great  dititrests.*  m 

This  solemn  and  beautiful  confeasiont  being  cncnp)0l«d;P 


•  Xi'ltpm.  ix.  1—37. 
t  Wllb  thiB  comparv  Deut.  %\x\\.  I — tS.  Joih.  sxIt.  ^-^.  Pa. 
IxxTill.  anilcTtt,  Acts,  \\\.  3— A3.  "Thin  cb«)>tvr  !»  iml  only  ■  m- 
carious  nbridfrmcnt  uf  lite  >iicml  history',  ham  AbrBham  lo  thcitai 
of  Iho  Jews  lilcr  their  nptivity.  bill  bii  rxhibllion  of  ioniul  rallh  ■ 
sobf  r  pleLy;  or  lo  apetik  in  iiio<lerii  laiigungr,  it  coiilalnalke  JteruHal 
conrvsalon,  or  arllcU^•  of  Irut'  n-llKioii;  lo  which  iIir  »tiolr  J»wUb 
stAle  i«t  thrlr  hft»il>  anil  ai-kIi  :  or,  Mgaln  (o  use  a  iitmlern  lerui .  they 
pubscrllvfil.  Oat!  tcmttrkitb1i>  jmri  ot  lliia  coiift-KoInn  is  fn  v.  (k^ 
**  llir  hull  of  hcavea  wor&liljtpAth  thee  ;"  hy  which  a  iiTotest  Is  \ttii~ 
vvTMlly  rnlcicd  i&lo  igiluit  oil  IdoUtry,  adiI  frna  nrhleb  ihi! 


Pa. 
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NehomiahjthrTirshiithn,  and  nil  tin?  prinros,  Levites,  priests, 
and  prople,  eo1en*<l  ami  vealed  a  covenant,  and  entered  into 
a  curse,  and  into  an  oath,  to  wntk  in  Go<r9  Inw  whirii  was 
given  by  Mnscs,  the  sorrant  of  GotI,  and  to  observe  and  do 
all  the  conitiiandmiMit£  of  Jfhuvali,  oitr  Lonl,  and  his  jiid^- 
luenls,  and  liLi  Uatutos  ;  and  that  we  wmitd  nut  give  oiir 
daoghtcni  unto  the  poopk*  of  rhn  Innd,  nor  take  llieir  <langh- 
lea  fer  our  sons:  and  if  the  people  of  the  land  brtn£r  ware  or 
any  victuals  on  the  sabbath  duy  to  soli,  th»t  wc  would  not 
buy  it  of  them  on  the  subbulh,  or  on  the  holydaj  :  and  that 
we  would  leave  tb*  seventh  year,  and  the  exadion  of  i-vwy 
debt,  Atw),  we  made  urdinaiH-es  for  ud,  to  cl)aTg:e  »ur»e1v«8 
yearly  with  the  third  part  of  a  shekel  fur  the  service  of  the 
house  of  uur  God;  for  tbc  shcwbread,  and  for  the  coBtinnal 
meat  ofTering^,  and  for  (he  continual  biinit  ufTenng,  of  the  sab- 
balbsj  of  the  nen*  moons,  for  the  set  feasts,  and  for  the  holy 
things^  ami  for  the  siu  ofierings,  to  uiake  an  aloncuieut  for 
knelt  and  fur  all  the  wurk  of  (he  house  of  our  God.  Aud 
we  CMt  the  lots  amon^  the  priests,  the  Levlles,  and  the  peo- 
ple, for  the  wood  ofTerinj^,  to  bring  it  into  the  house  of  our 
God,  after  the  houses  of  uur  fathera,  at  limes  appointed,  year 
by  year,  to  bum  upon  the  altar  of  Jehovah,  our  God,  aa  it  is 
written  in  the  law :  and  to  brinj^  the  first-fniittf  of  our  ^ound, 
and  the  finil-frtuts  of  all  fruit  uf  all  trei-s,  year  by  vear,  unto 
ihe  hoiwe  of  Jehovah  :  also  the  first-twni  of  our  sons,  and  of 
our  rattle,  as  it  ia  writien  in  the  law  ;  and  the  firstlings  of 
our  Iterds,  and  of  our  flocks,  to  bring  to  the  house  uf  uur  God, 
unto  tlie  priests  that  mioister  in  the  house  of  our  God  :  an<l 

MtnaHtably  and  rlgnrotisly  abktainad  aftvr  thA  captivity,  bdiI  cob* 
Un«  lo  to  do,  even  la  this  day,  and  It  in  1io|km1  will  for  nrer,  to  th« 
«naipUtiaTi  of  \h«  proplicey  of  I»iih,  Ixr.  16.—"  Beliold,  I  errata 
■ew  kcaveni  and  a  nt-m  earth.  1  crp«te  JeruMtmi  n  rrjoieing,  and 
bar  people  a  jay.  And  thoic  prtdictioiift  of  the  other  prophrti."— 
Aiisai.M  Bavlkt. 
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tfaat  we  sbould  bring-  iho  firet-fruits  of  our  dough,  and  our 
ofleringB,  audtbe  fruit  of  all  manner  of  trws,  of  wine,  and 
of  oil,  unto  the  priests,  to  the  chambers  of  the  liousc  uf  our 
Cod  ;  and  the  tithes  of  our  grotuid  unto  the  Lcvites,  that  the 
same  Levites  might  have  the  tithes  in  all  the  cities  of  01 
tillage.  And  the  priest,  the  son  of  A;u-od,  shall  be  with  t! 
Leviles  when  the  Levites  take  tithes :  and  the  Levites 
bring  up  the  tithe  of  Uie  tithes  unto  tlio  house  of  our  God,  ia 
the  ehambere,  into  the  treasure  house.  For  the  children  of 
Israel  and  the  children  of  Levi  sh:Ul  bring  the  ofTertn^  of  the 
corn,  of  the  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  unto  the  chan))>er5  wba« 
axe  the  vessels  of  the  sanctuar)-,  and  the  priests  that  minister, 
and  tito  porters,  and  the  singers,  and  wc  will  not  forsake 
house  of  our  God.* 


tod, 
oKM 


*  Netacm.  Ix.  S9.  x.  The  editor  cannot  consclontloajdjr  omit,  aod, 
therefore  ofTprg  no  apology   Tor   inserting,   the  following   not«.^ 
"  Hfr«  was  a  glorious  rcTolutlon  ;  ami  had  thfy  hceo  r&iLhfDl  to 
they  had  been  a  great  aatl  good  people  to  the  present  day. 
vhat  is  LmpUed  la,    tVe  witt  not  faruikf  iW  Anm  ^  omr  0«4h 
aaswer. 
I,       The  church  of  Ood  is  the  bouse  of  God ;  there  He  has  hit  ooo- 

stanl  Jtr«UiN;-plnce. 
IT.      True  helteverii  are  nts  /amity  in  this  house ;  and  this  fantily 

consists  of,    1.   Fathtra  and  mothm,     'I.   Young  pertcnt,     3.^ 

Little  chilJnn,    Aod,  4.  Servant:  ^M 

III.    Theinltilstcr&oribe  word  of  God  arc  the  olRceni  and  OTer—cra 

of  this  house  and  family. 
IV'.     The  worship  of  God  is  the  grand  employmcDt  of  this  fstnily. 
v.       The  ordinances  of  God  are  Ihf /aod  of  tbo  members  of  tbia 

fsinily  ;  or  the  means  of  their  spiritual  support. 
Tl.      Those  who  do  not  farmke  the  house  of  their  God  are  those; 

1 .  Who  enntinue  in  Ibo  faith,     fl.  Wbo  grow  10  grace-     S. 

Wlxi  labour  iu   (he  lineysrd.      4.   Who  bring  forlb   fnitt. 

b.  W'hu  couscienilously  ntlpnd  all  the  ordinances.     .\Dd.  A. 

Who  take  cam  lliat  the  uITrringx  to  Ibc  house  of  God  shall 

be  duly  made;  proilding  for  Ihoie  who  labour  iu  Uiu  word 

and  doctrlnr. 
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AAer  ihe  completion  of  ihcsc  rariouB  wotIcr,  \t>lwniiah 
held  a  sulcniD  di^dicatiun  of  ihe  wiill  of  J<*nKa1eni,  and  sought 
out  the  Lerites  to  brino:  tbem  to  Jcrooleai,  to  keep  the 
dedication  with  gladnoss>  both  with  tliimksgiWngs  and  with 
fiinf^p,  with  cymbals,  [K»aUerii>s,  und  with  hfir[>s.  And  the 
sons  of  iho  riogoni  gathered  Ihernselvei  together,  both  out  of 
the  plaiu  cuuntrr  round  about  Jerustlcm,  and  from  the  viU 
lagw  of  Nctophathi ;  also  from  the  bonse  of  Gilgal,  and  out 
of  the  fields  of  Gelm  and  Azioaveth  ;  fur  the  sin(;eis  had 
builded  tbcm  villages  round  atK>ut  Jerusalem.  And  tlie 
priests  and  the  LonteK  puriBei]  themselves,  and  piirifin<l  iho 
people,  and  tbo  gates,  and  the  wult. 

tVehuuiiah  theo  brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon  tbo 
wall,  and  appointed  tno  great  companiei  of  tbofn  (hut  gar*  i 
thanks,  whereof  one  went  on  the  right  liand  ujiuu  ilu*  wait 
toward  the  dung  gate;  and  at  the  fountain  gate,  which  wus 
over  against  thein,  (hey  went  up  by  the  stairs  of  the  city  of 
David,  at  the  going  up  of  the  wall,  above  the  liouse  of 
David,  even  unto  the  water  gate  eastward.     And  the  other 
company  of  them  that  gave  thanks  went  over  against  them, 
and  Nehemiab  after  them,  and  thu  half  of  llie  people  upon  Ibo 
wall,  from  beyond  tiie  lower  uf  the  fumacee  even  unto  tira 
broad  wall ;   and  from  above  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  and  above  ' 
ihe  old  gate,  and  above  Ihe  fitih  gate,  and  the  tower  of  Hana-^ 
neel,  and  Ihe  tower  of  Mcnh,  even  unto  the  sheep  gale,  and 
they  stood  lit  ill  in  the  prison  gate.  So  Miooil  the  two  com|KU)ies* 
of  tlicu  that  gave  thanks  io  the  ho«ue  uf  Cod,  and  Nehenitah» 


VU.   Bcadrr.  I    Arlllioatt/'tMshouM?    2.  Art  IhotiM  thlabousel 
8.  To  «bRt  {uirt  tf  tbK  ramlly  dost  thou  belong  I    4,  Art 
Ihou  itill  an  tnranl  m  lliU  hoase?     0.  Dost  thou  atlcnil  the 
OTillDUicei  (/iltik house?    0.  Ilnst  thou/oriatn  ihisboutet  j 
Thcs«  qaeitlonikrc  or  great  importance ;  Bdiwcr  tlwm  u  lu 
th«  sight  of  Ood."  A.  Cunur 
That  Is,  rach  cotipaoy  went  half  round  ihp  wall.    A,  Clarkv- 
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smd  the  half  of  iho  rolers  with  him ;  ud  the  priests, 
trumpets;  aad  the  singers  sang  loud,  with  Jezrahiah,  tboir 
overseer.  Atso  that  day  Ihor  offen^J  great  sacrifices,  ud 
rt^joiced  :  for  God  had  made  ihem  rejoice  with  great  joy :  the 
wires  also  and  the  children  rejoiced :  so  that  the  joy  of  Jent* 
sslcni  was  heard  even  afar  ufT.  And  butli  the  sing-eis  vul 
the  porters  kept  the  ward  of  their  God,  and  the  ward  of  the 
purification,  according  to  the  cominandineat  of  David,  and  of 
Solomon,  his  son.  For  in  the  days  of  David  and  A<aph,  vf 
old,  there  were  chi^fof  the  singers,  and  songs  of  praise,  and 
thanksgiving  to  God.* 

Having  occupied  his  station  as  Tlrshatha,  with  the  great' 
credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his  cuuntr^'mcn,  for  a  peri< 
of  twelve  yearsjf  Ncbcniiah  returned   to  the  court  of  Aria- 


ind 
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*  Nchrin.  xi).  27— M.  M 

t  Nchem.  xiii.  6.    **  During  all  tlie  lima  that  be  had  been  In  ihffl^ 
governiiirni,  lie  managed  It  with  great  juHtice,  and  xupportcd  Ik* 
dignity  of  his  olBcr,  through  these  whole  twelve  yeors.  with  •  Tety 
cx|ii^aftiTe  and  hospUablf  magnificence.     For  there  ut  at  hia  table 
every  day  one  hundnrd  and  fifty  o(  (be  Jews  and  ruk'ts,  bedde* 
BtrangerB  who  eame  to  JcTusalvm,  from  among  the  heaiti^n  iwUmw 
that  were  round  oboiil  thorn  ;  for  as  occnaions  brought  them  thither, 
ir  ihpy  were  of  any  i(ualily,  they  were  alwayi  InTiled  to  the  gover- 
nor's house,  and  there  hospitably  and  splendidly  entertained.     So 
that  there  were  provided  for  hlio  every  day  one  ox,  six  choice  aheeo, 
and  fowls,  and  wine,  and  all  other  tilings  in  profiartion  hereto,  which 
could  not  but  amount  to  a  great  ex)>eDse.     Vet  all  this  ho   borsi^^ 
through  these  whole  twelve  yrani  out  of  his  own  private  purHL^| 
without  burdening  the  provincr  al  all  for  It,  or  taking  any  part  o^^ 
that  allowance,  which  before  wa«fal»cdoutof  it  byoitMrgnveroor* 
to  support  tbcm  Id  their  station  ;  nhtch  argues  Ills  great  gcMcrmritrj 
■S  well  as  hia  great  love  and  tenderness  to  the  peopU  of  his  naUoi 
hi  thus  easing  thrm  of  this  burden,  and  also  his  vast  wraith  in  b«li 
able  so  to  do     The  ufllcti  which  be  had  been  In  at  court  gave  hfi^ 
the  (>[»p<>rtvnlty  of  amassing  great  riches,  and  ho  thought  he  could 
nut  bvtivr  extH-ud  them  than  iu  the  service  of  his  country,  and  bv 


nor* 
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xerxes ;  frum  which,  however,  he  again  revUited  Judoa,  but 
bow  long  afterwards  U  uncortain, 

i>uriiig  his  abM>acc,  Eliushib,  the  priest,  having  the  over- 
sight uf'thc  chamber  of  the  huuse  of  God,  and  being  allied* 
to  Tobiuh,  had  not  only  received  liiin  iiit»  the  rily,  but  pre- 
pared fur  hiiti  a  ga>at  chamber^  where  afiirelinie  they  laid  the 
meat  olferuigs,  tlie  IrankiucenM!,  and  the  veiiselii,  and  the 
tithes  of  the  corn,  the  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  which  was  ] 
conimoded  to  be  given  to  the  Levitcs,  and  tl»e  singers,  and 
dio  porters ;  and  the  offerings  of  the  priosts.-t- 

As  soon  as  Nehenitah  had  disrovcred  this  act  of  tuipicty, 
it  i^Hevcd  hiiu  sure ;  and  he  therefore  ra^t  forth  all  the  house- 
hold stuff  of  Tobiah  out  of  ihe  chanil>er,  and  commanded  tiio  ' 
chamber  to  be  deonaed  ;  and  brutight  thither  again  the  vca- 
seU  of  Ihe  house  of  GmI,  willi  the  meat  utferiug,  and  the 
frankincense,  t 

Nehcmiah  also  found  tlml  the  portions  of  the  Levites  had 
not  been  given  them :  for  the  Levites  and  the  singers,  that 
did  the  work,  were  fled  every  one  to  bis  field.  Then  he 
roniended  with  the  rulers,  and  snjd.  Why  Is  the  honse  of  J 
Gud  fonuikc'u  ?  Ami  be  gathered  them  together,  and  net  them 
in  their  place.  Then  he  bnnight  all  Judali  llic  titlie  of  the 
corn,  and  Ihe  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  unto  the  Irvasuries. 
And  he  made  treasurers  over  the  treasuries,  Shelemiaii,  the 
priest,  and  Zadok,  the  scribe,  and  nf  the  Levites,  Pedaiali : 
and  next  to  them  was  Hanan,  the  son  of  Zaccur,  the  son  of 

doinit  all  he  eoald  to  promoto  the  tnir  lnler«tl  of  it  both  In  chorch 
■nil  atatr  ;  anil  God  prospcrvd  him  in  lli«  work.  accordioK  to  tho 
great  x»al  with  which  he  Inboured  la  11."    Piid.I.  46A,460.  Ndivtn.^ 
T.  IS.  ID.     And  9ce  A.  Cunat. 
■   It  dori  not  a)if)rar  that  tlitrv  was  any  rainily  itUiancr,  but  inerelfj 
osc  orconrodsracy.  In  conjuncUno  with  Sanballat.    Pritl.  1.  47if. 
t  NehSM.  xlU.  4, 0.  t  tifihtm.  xlU.  7-9. 
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M attaniah :  for  tbey  wive  counted  faithful,  ftnd  their  offiM     i 
-was  to  distribule  udIq  their  brethren.*  fl 

So  littli'  impression,  too,  had  Ihe  reading  of  the  law  and  ^ 
their  own  controlled  iniiilurt lines  made  upon  this  rebeDioot 
Tsce,t  that  Nehemiah  actually  saw,  in  Judah»  eome  tr«adii^ 
wine  presses  on  the  sabballs  and  bringing  in  siwavcs,  and 
lading  rsacn;  as  alw  wine,  grapes,  and  figa,  and  all  manner 
of  burdens,  which  they  brought  into  Jerti^jalem  on  the  sabbtilli 
day:  and  teslifie<l  aguinst  them  in  the  day  wherein  tfaej'  aoU 
virtimls.  There  dwelt  men  of  Tyro  also  therein,  whidi 
bronght  fish,  and  all  manner  of  ware,  and  sold  on  the  sab- 
bath  nntothe  children  of  Judah,  and  in  Jenisalcai.t  Th«a  be 
contended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  mid  nnto  th«a^ 
What  evil  thing  is  this  that  re  do,  and  prt>fane  the  gabbath 
day  ?  Did  nut  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our  God  bring 
all  Ibis  evil  upon  ns,  and  upon  this  city  ?  Vet  ye  bring  nmn 
wrath  opoii  Israel  by  profaning  the  sabbath. 

And  it  rame  lo  pass  that,  when   the  gates  of  Jcmsalc 
began  to  be  dark  before  ibe  Kabbatb,  he  commanded  Unti 
the  gates  should  be  shut,  and  chargcil  that  theyshuuM  aoCba 
opened  till  after  the  snltbnlh  :  and  Kome  of  his  serrantsaet  Im 
at  the  gates,  that  there  should  no  burden  be  brought  in  on 
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•  Nehi'iD.  xiil.  10—14. 

t  Expvrifnoe  and  rrfiecUon  will  compel  u«  all  to  cxcUim  tbal  iIm 
vhols  hamftn  nic«  irc  eqaally  guilty,  ond  alike  ;i*CD  to  backsUdr,  | 
OS  soon  as  llic  judgments  of  God  aro  withdrawn  from  tliem  ;  and  is  ' 
how  iliort  a  time  Ihls  luket  (lUcu  would  he  surprising  Indeed,  did  wo 
not  know  tlio  mori>  turpriting  deprikitly  of  thu  liunian  heart. 

X  It  ncTi'r  Fiitcrod  Into  llie  tt»d  of  tfais  xptlnoa  tervant  of  the 
Most  llinn,  nor  had  h^  skill  cnonRli  In  Ihe  knowledge  of  llic  deea- 
logue  to  dUoovrr  what  thplrgiaUtorauf  ChrUtian  BrlUin,  Including 
lier  biitiop*.  hnrr  *o  ronvvnloiitly  found  out :  vie  itiKt  tha  tair  of  J 
■nftckervl  and  milk  were  leglliroile  exc«plioak  to  llie  obligalloa 
Inpoted  by  the  fourth  coiamaaUuiciit ! 
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tlie  sabbath  day.  So  tho  mprrhaiits  and  sellers  of  all  kind  of 
ware  lodgwl  withuat  Jerusulom  once  or  twice.  Then  be 
testified  ag-itinst  them,  and  said  unto  thcnir  Why  lodge  ye 
about  the  wall  ?  If  ye  do  so  again,  I  will  l&y  bands  on  yon. 
From  that  time  forth,  eanie  they  no  more  on  the  sabbath,* 
And  he  conunandcti  the  Levit<>$  that  they  should  cleanse 
tbemaelves,  and  that  they  should  come  and  keep  the  gates,  to 
aaoctify  Ibe  sabbath  day.  Remember  mi\  0  my  Gud,  con- 
cerning thij  aliM))  and  spare  me  according'  to  the  fatness  of 
thy  mercy. t 

Furthermore,  be  found  Jews  who  bad  married  wives  of 
Ashdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab :  and  thuir  children  spake 
half  in  tbc  speech  of  Ashdod,  and  could  not  speak  in  the 
Jews*  Ungnage,  but  accortling  to  the  language  of  cadi  people. 
And  he  contended  with  them,  and  curwd  them,  and  smote 
certain  of  them,  and  plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made  them 
swear  by  God,  saying.  Ye  shall  not  give  your  daughters  unto 
their  sons,  Dor  take  their  daughters  onto  your  sons,  or  for 
yourselves.  Did  not  Solomon,  king  of  Israel,  sin  by  these 
things  ?  Yet  among  many  nations  was  therenoking  like  him, 
who  was  beloved  of  his  God,  uud  God  made  him  king  over 
■U  Isnol:  nevcrtheleas,  even  him  did  outlandish  women 
cause  to  sin.  Shall  we  then  hearken  unto  you  to  do  all  this 
great  evil,  to  transgress  against  our  God  in  manning 
strange  wives  ^X 

Cotemporary  with  the  tirshathale  of  Nchemiah  was  the 
prophet  Malachi,  who,  as  God  was  now  about  lo  withdraw 
from  them  his  propbet.s,  and  those  |ieculiar  manifestations  of 
Ids  own  mind  and  will,  with  which  he  hod  favoured  them  for 

•  This  ibewi  how  ewily  the  inott  eoBflmnl  and  leltled  ilolatloos 
of  the  Uw  or  Oofl,  msy  be  rMtrnined  or  ovn-eome.  If  ptofnwn  of 
CbrliUanlty  «UI  bal  set  with  flrmneu  sod  deciiloa,  tempered  bow- 
BJM  wiiti  judgmeat  sad  discretion. 

t  Nehen.  xiU.  lA— S-i.  %  Nehcm.  xlU.  'i3— ^. 
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SO  mnQT  ages,  btrt  which  thpy  had  >a  nniversally  ne 
and  despi^dj  was  commissioned  to  point  out  to  them 
former  loving  Lindn(;scs  of  Jchovali ;  and  that  tlic  distill* 
girishing-  privit(»;es  which  tfaoy  had  onjoj'od  wm  Dot  owiog 
to  themselves,  or  to  their  own  character*  or  even  to  Iheir 
descent  from  Abmham."  After  chnrging  the  peopln  witfc 
offering  up  nmtilaled  «r  blomi»hed  sncrificcs,  and  contuaioing 
Ibo  sabbEtths  and  orclimoccB  tt  God^f  be  nproocbecl  tbe 
prifStB  CHpocially,  fur  the  exampte  tbpy  had  set  ia  bnakng 
their  covenant,  in  marrying  stningc  wives;  and  fhirlmod 
Ittomwith  dostrudion  and  piinisJuneot.^ 

Then  shewing  them  their  insincerity  and  hrprocrisy  |(k 
vardB  each  nihrr  in  their  f^pneral  Innstkctkms,  and  Aefa- 
DUpli'dl  inlidelily  and  illegal  divurres,^  he  declared  that  they 
liad  wearied  Jehorah  nilh  their  pntdices  and  their  pnuHl 
nKuoning8,|| 

God,  however,  who  seeth  not  rk  man  seeth,  diseenied  ituit 
there  wns  Btilt  a  small  remnant  left,  di^Kwed  te  wek  aad  to 
wfTo  him.  >foth withstanding,  therefore,  the  general  nwlafl* 
rlioly  picture,  this  propherv  rontains  an  affectionate  Tfvmm* 
straiior  to  this  rv'mnnnt ,  an  iinpretiHive  submis-<non  on  their  PMIi* 
mnd  a  most  prnf  ions  promise  in  coasequcnre.  "  Even  from  Ih^fl 
dap  of  yonr  fathem,  ye  are  gone  away  from  minrnrdinancf^ 
and  hare  not  kept  them.  Return  nntome,  and  1  will  nrtum 
unto  you,  sailh  Jehovah  of  Hosla.  But  ye  said,  Wbervin  i 


•  M«l.  ].  a.  +  Mai.  i.  6— U.  X  Mnl.  it.  I— 0. 

\  And  mtj-  not  person*  prnrcsilng  the  n-Uglon  of  JrsuK  CThrlrt, 
evm  in  our  own  oounlry.  Wfll  treinblr.  ImI  they  too  should  he  touai 
In  this  condemn  nil  nn  7  Alas  !  alas  !  for  the  oublcs  and  great  ooeaaf^ 
our  land,  and  the  example  thoy  8«t  to  llinM  b«lov  ihem. 

II  Mnl.  U.  17.  iii.  IS— IA.  Would  doi  one  lU'mk  the  prafhal 
wu  dcKcrlblofr  the  ttate  of  socivly  in  Britain  at  the  prrsml  day  t 
How  clotcly  does  one  nation  and  ppople  follow  nfler  nnothnr,  in  Ihf 
eancpnts  ofllfr,  to  their  oooiman  and  final  doom  I 
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we  retam  ?  Will  a  man  rob  God  ?  Yet  ye  bave  robbed  me. 
But  ye  fwy,  Wlieroin  havR  wo  rolibed  ihec  ?  In  rillies  and 
offerings.  Ve  aro  rureed  with  a  curse  ;  for  yc  hare  rubbed 
nie,  even  this  whule  natioD.  Bring  ye  all  tho  tithes  into  tlie 
storrhoiisr,  that  llicm  may  be  mcnl  in  mine  honse,  and  prove 
as  DOW  herewith,  Hnilh  Jehovah  of  UosIh,  if  I  will  not  open 
yoa  tbe  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing:, 
that  tlu?re  shall  not  In;  room  rnoiigh  to  receive  it.  And  I  will 
rebuke  tho  devoarer  for  your  sakef,  and  he  shall  not  destroy 
the  fruits  of  your  f^uud ;  neither  shall  yoar  vine  cast  her 
fruit  before  the  lime  in  the  field,  sailh  Johuvuli  of  HostR. 
And  all  nations  shall  rail  yon  blessed  ;  for  ye  shall  be  a  de- 
lightsome land,  suith  Jehovah  uf  Hosts.  Your  words  have 
been  stont  against  mo,  siiilh  Jehovah.  Yetyo  say,  What  have 
we  spoken  so  much  against  iheo  ? 

''For,  iH*buhl>  the  day  cometh  that  shall  bunt  u  an  oven  ; 
and  all  (he  pruuil,  yi>a,  and  all  thnl  du  vrirkedly,  shall  bo 
stubble:  and  the  day  that  cometh  sliall  burn  them  np,  saith 
Jshovali  of  Hosts,  that  it  shall  leave  them  neillter  root  nor 
taoich.  But  unio  you  Ihut  lear  my  name  shall  the  Hun  of 
RighicotunoHS  sr'im  witli  healing*  in  his  wings :  and  ye  shall 
go  forth,  ajid  grow  up  us  calves  of  the  stall.  And  yo  nhall 
tread  down  tho  wicked ;  for  thoy  shall  be  ashes  under  the 
aolea  of  your  feet,  in  (he  day  that  I  shall  do  tlus,  aaith 
Jehvnli  of  Hosts."* 

As  an  appropriate  conclusion  to  the  last  prophecy  that  was 
to  be  delivered,  and  that  the  intenvning  ages  might  nut  ho 
dentilnte  either  uf  an  encouraging  promise  or  a  warning 
monitor^  this  prophet  then  deliven  the  following  splendid 
pndiction  of  the  Messiah  Saviour:  Behold,  I  will  send  my 
IMlwngin-,  and  he  shall  pn'|taro  tho  way  iM'forc  mo:  and 
Jehovah,  whom  yc  seek,  shall  suddenly  come  to  his  tcmpU*, 


•  Msl.llL7-l«.    Iv.  I- 
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OTcn  the  mctSBcn^r  of  the  covenant,  whom  ye  delight  tn ; 
bchuld,  ho  shjli  cunio,  «aith  Jehuvah  uf  Hosts.  But  mIki 
mmy  abide  the  day  of  his  comiDg  ?  And  who  shall  trtand  wba 
he  ai>i>carelh  ?  for  he  is  like  a  rt'(iner*8  fire,  and  like  folhr's 
soap  ;  and  he  Khali  sit  as  a  refiuer  aiid  a  purifier  of  silver! 
and  he  shuU  {mrify  the  wiu  of  Levi,  and  purge  them  as  gold 
and  silver^  that  they  may  o0er  unto  Jehovah  au  ttffvnag  in 
righteousness.  Then  shall  the  offcrinD^  of  Judah  and  Jcni- 
Bsleoi  be  pleaaant  unto  Jehovah,  as  in  the  days  of  old,  ud 
as  in  former  years.  And  I  will  come  near  to  you  to  jodg- 
iDcnt ;  and  1  will  be  a  swift  witness  against  the  sorcerers  uil 
against  iho  adulterers,  and  against  false  swearers,  aoA 
against  those  that  oppress  the  hireling  iu  his  wages,  tbf 
widftw,  and  the  fatherless,  and  that  turn  aside  ibc  atnuint 
fnnu  hiii  right,  and  fear  not  me,  saith  Jehovah  of  Hosts.  For 
1  am  Jehovah,  I  change  not;  tlierefore,  ye  sous  of  Jacob  an 
not  consumed,*  i 

But  (hat  tliey  naight  be  left  without  excuw,  and  that  an 
additional  warning  might  be  gi\'cn  Ibem,  the  prophet  adifa, 
R«meml>or  ye  the  law  of  Moses,  my  servant,  which  1  com- 
manded unto  bim  in  llon'h  for  all  Israel,  with  ihe  statutes 
and  judgments.  Behold,  I  will  send  you  Elijah,  the  prophet* 
before  the  coming  of  the  great  and  <lreadfit]  ilay  of  Jehorab: 
and  he  shall  turn  the  heart  uf  the  fathers  to  tlic  children,  and 
the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  falbem,  lest  I  cobw  mi 
smite  the  earth  with  a  rante.f 

With  the  transactions  in  which  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  were 
engaged  ends  the  historical,  and  with  Malachi  the  pro- 
phetics],  canon  of  the  Old  Testament  scriptures;  for  all  Um 
pntphets,  as  wc  have  fiecn,  fiuiirinhod  during  or  previous  to 
tlmt  pmod.     We  must  now,  Ifaeiefure,  fbnukc  otu'  imerrii^ 

*  M«l   ill.  1^4).  BcF  iIiIh  praphrcy  rxplilnt^  infl  llluatrstrd  by  Dr. 

Oill,  Di)  IhD  M«iblith,  itid  W.  Uarris't  i*r«rltcal  8rrmoRS,  AGI— A9t. 

t  Bis).  Ir.  4-4. 
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gfoide^  and  collect  the  iDterveuing  history  of  this  interesting 
people  from  sources  wliicli,  however  correcl,  are  destitute 
of  thai  divine  aiitburily  which  is  entitled  to  command  belief. 


THE     PRIESTHOOD. 

Nehemiah  is  supposiMl  lo  bsve  held  the  government  of 
Judea  till  his  deutli,  of  which  wc  have  no  account,  and  that 
after  hi*  decease,  that  country  was  added  to  the  prefecturo  of 
Syria,  under  whom  the  successive  high  priests  adiniiiistertM] 
tbeafliiirsof  the  Jewish  nation.* 

Eliasfaib  held  that  sacred  office  iu  the  lime  uf  Nehemiah,t 
and  on  tbc  death  of  Joiada,  itdovolvcd  upon  his  son,  Johanan, 
or  Jonathan.^ 

During  this  latter  pontificate,  the  ]>eople  incurri'd  a  severe 
puuiahment  froai  the  mificondurl  uf  Johanan  ;  for  Jri«hua,  his 
brother,  hnvin:;  insinuated  himself  into  the  favour  of  Bagoses, 
then  prefect  of  Syria,  uhl^iined  from  him  a  grant  of  the  high*^ 
priesthond,  with  whi<-h  Johanan  had  already  been  invested 
some  years.  On  coming  to  Jerusalem,  and  alletnpliiig  to 
aanme  the  duties  of  Ihe  priesthood  by  force,  Johanan  iip|Kjj»wl 
him  with  cf|ual  violence;  and  in  the  contest,  Johanan  slew 
his  brother,  in  thn  inner  cmirt  of  tlie  temple,  tbewhy  com- 
mitting alike  the  crimes  of  inuriler  and  probation. 

When  IJagoses  was  infurriteil  of  this  tnmaartion,  ho  cnme 
to  Jerusalem,  nnd  was  proceeding  into  the  temple  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  hct.  Upon  its  being  represented  to  him, 
that  his  entrance  therein  :u  a  gentile  would  Ih;  eateemwl  a 
prufauatiouj  he  exclaimed,  What !  am  1  not  mont  pure  tlian 
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th«  dead  carcttffl  of  tbc  man  you  huve  slain  ?  And  then  pro- 
ceeding into  the  luinple  it^olf,  and  ex.niumin(r  the  merjl-s  of 
ibe  cusoj  he  imposed  a  tine,  which  is  estimated  at  from 
£I,1!K).  til  :£],750.  per  annum,  which  continaed  about! 
years  afti;rwarda,* 

During  the  same  p<mlificato,  Ochm,  who  had  sue 
Anuxerxes  Mnemou  uii  ihe  thmne  i>f  P(>raia,t  having'  quelled 
the  revolt  in  PhcEnicia.und  reduced ibecity  of  Sidon  toaafa 

*  Piid.  i.  64t.  MS.    Jospphiis  calls  JoUils,  Judai;  Johanaiii  Joli 

Jos.  ii.  I'id.  Amir|.  XI.  7. 

t  Prid.  L  M7 

X  This  vu  probably  odo  or  the  oldcu  citio  In  the  world,  aad 
nuiBcd  tfler  Ihc  eldesl  bon  of  Coaun.  (Gen.  x.  15, 10.)  It  wks  nfaw 
agrutoily-  (Jotli.xi.B-  xlx.SS.)  Shewns  tliemoiberof  OtdTyrr. 
(Is.  xxiil.  I'L  Neu'lun,  i-  17A.)  ;  ami  the  U  iucludrd  in  tnusl*  of  tiu 
deuuiicitttions  apiiiial  Imlh  Old  and  Ni'w  Tj  rr ;  but  there  i»  one  wbkk 
»et-aisii«culiarlohrrBeir,  am)  to  forplcl  tliiH  very  siFgennd  its  rraultl 
**  Sou  of  nan  set  ihy  face  nftainsi  Zidon,  noil  propbe^y  agntn»t  It,  i 
gay,  Tbus  sAllh  itio  Lord  tiod.  Betiold  I  ain  against  thi-c,  O  Zldo 
Biiil  1  Mill  bo  gloriSed  in  tlic  tnid&t  of  thirt*.  and  tliry  tlmll  know  Ih 
I  am  Jeliovah,  whon  I  shall  haro  executed  judgments  In  brr,  and 
■liall  be  sanctified  In  her.  For  t  will  scud  inio  Iilt  pestilence,  i 
blood  into  Iter  atrcctft,  ami  the  wounded  ahull  be  judged  in  the  i 
of  her  by  ihc  swurd  upon  heron  prery  lide,  and  they  shall  kno« 
I  aui  Johovah."  Ezok.  xxvtii.  Sl.S^.VS.  "Tonncft  wat  at  this  IhiM 
king  of  Zidoii,  atMl  lie  Imd  with  him  Mentor,  the  Rhodian.  wUb  iaoi 
thousasd  U  reek  niorccnarlrs  ;  but  on  the  approach  of  Octius,  both  ibe 
one  end  Ihc  other  betrxyrd  (In-  Zidunlons,  and  nllnwi-d  the  Pertlaas 
to  come  into  the  city,  wiiieh  nas  veil  forlillfd  both  by  lard  and  by 
acB.  Thu  inliabitiinl«,  f|ni)in|t  llu'mselv«'S  Ihus  betrayed,  retlrt^  lolo 
their  houses,  set  lire  to  thcni  t>t  er  ihcir  own  hrnds,  and  do  tea*  tbau 
forty  ihoiuaDd  men.  tirsidet  wunicn  and  cliildron,  were  4t«aUro>Mli 
•nd  lastofaii,  OclMisputTi'iiuekhlnisi'lfto death.  Tbero  wer« aseli 
tasl  ijuaiitlties  ^'f  giiid  and  silver  iti  iiiduu  vbeii  llils  cattuoity  lup- 
peocd,  and  which  was  nil  melted  duwn  by  the  llnmes.  that  Ochui  sold 
the  aihes  of  the  ruined  city  for  great  suniB  of  money."  Prid-  i.  &». 
Un.  Ill«t.  1. 411.    SoUue  Is  It  that  Iho  goods  of  the  wlckml  sliall  flaw 

•U.  s»Ul.«.t.    Jtr.alfU.1.     EKk.axill.aQ.    loci,  Ul.  4.    ZKh.  la.  L 
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niarc)iei)  against  the  Jews  who  had  sided  with  the  Phts- 
nicinns;  and  having  be3!<^i?d  aiid  taken  Jericho,  madfe" 
many  c;iplivnA»  and  Irxl  jjart  of  llicni  with  him  into  Egypt, 
aud  sent  a  great  nutnber  of  others  into  Uyrcanin,  and  there 
plaulcd  them  un  thitsc  parts  of  thai  cotiiiir\-  which  lay  oo  the 
Caspian  Sea.* 

On  ilie  death  of  Johanan,  he  was  snccoetleH  in  the  priesl- 
hood  by  bis  son  Jaddna^t  during*  whose  pontificate,  Ibat  extra- 
ordinary transaction  with  Alexander  the  Great  took  plaro, 
which,  although  it  n<«is  on  the  testimony  of  Jo^trphas  alone, 
appears  to  have  obtaineil  general  credit  amon^t  learned  men. 

Philip,  kin^  of  Macedon,  having  reduced  the  atates  of 
Greece  to  snbcnlRsion  to  his  anthority,  and  pnKured  himself 
to  be  appointed  captain  general  of  the  whole  territory,  en- 
gSj^  in  a  war  with  the  Persians ;  and  was  about  to  join  his 
aimy,  when  \w  was  assassinnted  b)'  one  of  his  own  stibjectB, 
just  at  the  moment  he  was  impionsly  assuming'  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  Deity.^ 

Alexander,  his  son,  anccoede<l  to  his  tlirono  and  an- 
thority over  Greece;  and  after  a  ahtfft  interval  marched 
with  thirty  thoimami  f<M)t  and  five  thotisnnd  horse  to  Sestns, 
and  thenci!  crossed  the  Hel!«fpont  into  Asia,  with  a  view  to 
the  mnqueal  of  the  Persian  empire.§ 

Having  defeated  the  Persian  army  at  the  battle  of  Granicum, 

away  in  tbe  day  of  the  vriih  or  JetioTah.  Job,  xi.  79.  Stt  an 
iatereiling  account  of  fitdon,  the  modern  Seyda,  In  Baekioghani'B 
TmnltanvaBtt  Ihc  Arab*,  pp.  886— 4M. 

•  Prid.  I.  flfti.  t  Prid.  i.MP. 

%  ItU  abttftyoA  liy  Diodorut,  that,  in  thU  tolemnity,  the  ImiRM 
of  twdve  Rndi  nnd  f[Qdd<.»»r«  being  carried  before  lilm  Into  t)ip  tlic- 
air«,  be  «ddfd  hii  own  fur  the  itiirtrcnih.  rirevscd  in  Ibo  Mate  poin- 
p«a«  bftbit.  whereby  be  T»inljr  arrt»((ttted  to  htmirir  ihr  honour  of  a 
goil ;  but  hn  \tving  lUIn  us  soon  as  thl«  imagr^  I'otrred  tbe  tbeaire, 
ihi*  very  signally  provrri  him  In  bi*  a  mortal.  Pild.  t.  Ml. 
^  Prid.  i.MVS. 
'2tl  2 


anil  aflerwanls  Dnrhis  Codonmnus  himsolf,  wlio  then  occ 
the  throni-  of  Persia,  in  the  straits  of  Issus ;  the  conql 
traversed   Plueniria,  unci  n?ceivin^  the   Biilimifision   of  Uic 
Sidoniaus,  besie^d  New  Tyre,  the  taking  uf  which  occnpiA^H 
him  seven  muutbit.*  ^h 

It  was  during  this  siege  tliat  Alexander  applied  to  the  Jews 
to  supply  him  with  provision^  and  olhi^r  necessaries,  for  tboH 
sti])puri  of  Ink  army,  und  which  ihey  were  in  the  habit  of  doin^^l 
to  the  Tynans ;  hut  the  Jews  pleailed  iheir  nalh  of  alloigiaitcelo 
Darius,  ami  refused  lo  afiurd  any  assistance  to  tlie  Maceduuiaa 
monarch  ;  who  was  so  enraged  at  this  contempt  uf  bis  povw, 
that  after  llie  conquest  of  TjTe,  he  marrhod  tnwanls  Jem- 
salcDi,  wilh  the  intention  of  inflicting  similar  punislimcnbt  ij«l  , 
the  Jows,  as  ho  had  already  done  on  the  Tyriaofi. 

Jaddna,  the  high  priest,  being  in  no  condition  to  oflbr  in»1 
siatanoc  to  the  Maccdcminn  cutthroat,  had  recourse  to  prayer^ 
and  with  the  people  offered  up  oblations  and  sacrifices  to  i 
who  graciously  listening  (hereto,  and,  no  doubt,  in  reward'C 
their  upright  adherence  of  their  oath  of  allegiance,'}-  directs^] 
Jaddua  in  a  vision  of  Ihe  night,  to  go  out  and  meet  the  con*| 
(juornr  in  his  pontifical  robes,  with  the  priests  attending  IuiaJ 
in  their  proper  lubits,  and  all  (he  people  in  while  garraefita.' 

In  compliance  with  this  command,   on  ilte  approach  of' 


*  Un.  Hilt.  1.^18.  V20.  Rooke's  Ariiiti,  i.  100. 104.  Old  Tyre,  wkkh 
wna  situated  on  tfae  continpnl,  «»»  dcflruyrd  by  Xebuclwdaeasmr, 
pursuant  lo  thr  prophecy  of  Ezekiel,  xivl — xxxtll.  The  Tyrlsok  bad 
rebuilt  llicir  city  (called  Now  Tyrn)  OD  an  Island  aliout  tour  hundi 
fiitboios  In  the  im,  titlnking'  thrm»elvc8  secure  from  such  anotbi 
altempt;  but  Alexander,  from  the-  rulnii  iml  riibbUh  of  Ihc  nid  rlt^ 
con*tniclffd  a  cautowny  lo  tlie  island,  and  ihrrvby  succredod  Id 
dueJn((i1:andlliusM«srtiinil<*d  llir  pr(i|ibccy  uf  Zecb.  ix.  4  ■  W.  )\ 
I.  '227.  8»  all  th«  prophM-iM  relating  lo  Tyro  collM'tcd.  and  Ihi 
fulfiltncnl  ftlivWD  and  beautifully  UIURtrnl4<d  by  Kcllb,  330—944. 
t  So  tniB  !■  Ii  UAtI  Ood  n«rcr  allowH  any  one  to  sastaio  luloiy  <at 
.  acting  contoleotiouslj. 
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er,  Jaddun  and  his  companionK  procecdiM]  lo  an 
eminence  on  the  outside  uf  Jenwalem,  calU'd  Saplta.  Ah  soon 
as  ihf!  monarch  bi>held  this  [^xtraonHnarv  assimiblagt?,  instead 
of  issuing  any  sanguinarr  orders,  he  ha.^tened  toward  Jaddua, 
and  bowing  down  to  him,  saluted  him  with  religion  venera- 
tion, to  th«  surprise  of  his  own  officers  and  army. 

Parmenio,  one  of  his  generals,  having  cnqnired  his  reason 
fi>r  this  cunduetf  Alexander  told  him  thai  he  did  not 
adoralioD  to  Jaddua,  but  to  Jatkltia's  (fOf) ;  for  that  when  ! 
was  at  Did,  in  Macedonia,  and  there  dolibemtinp^  with  him- 
self how  he  shonid  carry  on  his  war  a^iinst  the  Persians, 
and  was  in  much  douht  alMMtt  the  undertaking,  this  veryper- 
son,  and  iu  this  very  hubil,  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and 

»  encouraged  him  to  lay  aside  all  Ihoughiruluess  and  diffidence 
about  Ibis  matter,  and  pass  boldly  over  into  Asia;  promising 
him  that  God  wonld  be  his  guide  in  the  expedition,  and  give 
faim  the  empire  of  the  Persians.  And  thai  therefore,  on  liis 
■  teeing  this  person,  and  knowing  by  bis  habit,  as  well  as 
by  his  shape  and  countenance,  that  he  was  the  very  same  thai 
appeare*!  to  him  ut  Dio,  he  assured  himself  from  hence,  that 
he  made  ihe  pre»^nt  war  under  the  rondurl  of  God,  and 
should  certainly,  by  his  aHKixlance,  con(|uer  Darius,  and 
iivrrthrow  tlie  Persian  empire,  and  succeed  in  all  things  con- 

tfi'mini:  il  nrronling  to  his  desirpi  and  that,  therefore,  in  the 
pcTwin  of  this  his  high  priest,  he  |Kiid  aduntion  tinto  him.* 

Then  kindly  embracing  Jaddua,  he  entered  Jenisolein  with 
him  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  offered  »acrifici*s  to  God,  in 
ibe  temple  ;t  and  Jaddua  having  shewn  htm  the  prophociett:^ 
of  Daniel,  which  pro<Iict»tl  the  overthrow  of  the  Penttan 
empire  by  a  Grecian  king,  he  asked  what  he  could  ilo  to 
serve  the  natiun  of  the  Jews,  and  in  ci>mpliancc  with  their 


t  Wss  nollhlii  polluliod  r  t  Oan.  fUt.«l.  ti,S. 

'in  3 
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request,  <n^ntC(l  Itiom  Ihc  fmcdom  of  tlitrir  couiilry,  laws,  and 
religion,  luid  that  i\wy  bIuiuUI  be  excmpteil  frum  poying^ 
tribute  vvcTy  sabbntiral  year.* 

When  Aloxaiuier  retuniwl  from  !iis  conqiiesiu  ia  India  tu 
Babvton,  br  priiposiHl  tu  restore  the  temple  of  Bcbis,  which 
had  been  de^ttruyed  by  Xerxes;  aod  the  Tarioas  natioas 
posing  his  army  were  employed,  in  ihfir  turns,  lo  clear 
the  immense  riiins  of  the  ancient  structure,  erected  by  Ne- 
buchadnezzar. Amongst  the  other  iiatiooa  (here  were  some 
regiments  of  Jews,  liut  thoy  one  and  all  refused  to  work, 
alleging  that  their  religion  would  not  allow  them  to  aaaist  id 
the  restoration  of  an  idolatrous  temple.  At  first,  Ab*iuuid«r 
was  exceediiiy^Iy  angry,  and  inflietHl  wvere  ptmishments  upoo 
thent  for  their  di5ol>edicnce,  bat  bnding  iheui  invincible  in 
their  purpose,  and  admirin<;  their  constancy,  he  guve  them  as 
a  rewani  their  free  discharge,  and  sent  them  all  home  into 
their  own  countiy.t 


■  PriJ,  ).fi7l,  57a,  Wr  have  inserted  llili  rclniioa  from  Prideaux, 
who  liaa  •doplcil  il  from  Josrplias.  b.  \i.  aail  also  from  Jftbo,  i.  39Q. 
SS^.  :  hut  m*  no  menilun  is  matie  either  In  QuIotuiCarliui,  Diodonif 
Sieulus,  or  Arriin,  of  Alrxaiider's  Tiaillng  Jrrusilem  tl  ftlt,  we  coo* 
fest  we  are  nut  wUhoul  tluubls  of  ilj  authenticity.  Still,  howrver.  u 
It  if  clear  that  Alrxandcr  marched  from  Tyr«  to  Gaza,  whidi  Im 
beaivfvd,  and  thvnce  Into  Rgypt,  it  p«rhapa  ii  hardly  probabia  ha 
would  have  passed  by  JeraHilrni.  Tliat  he  did  lislt  JprUNalra.  tM 
Vn.  Hill.  1)  Ins.;  and  l>olh  Arrian  nod  Curtlui  aiarrl  that  AIcsm- 
der  look  nil  lh«  ollles  of  Syria.  Jnhn  (Heb.  Cemmonwriltb.  L  93L) 
alleffM  thai  Q.  Cartlns  alladpi  to  a  similar  iraosactlon  :  but  tha<«(a 
nolhinf  of  the  lort  lo  he  found  in  that  author,  althoogh  there  U  la 
the  9ii[)p)rmt*nl  of  Frrinkhcmios,  book  ii.  cliap.  1 1  pro)>i  Anrm  ;  bai 
«hieh  appears  to  be  evidrnlly  transcribed  froin  JoBcphut.  fir 
Clarke  treata  thia  rclallon  at  autlivatU.  but  refers  only  to  Joiepbaa. 
Notev  on  Nehrm.  x't\.  II. 

t  Prld.  i,  003.  Thli  relalioa,  too,  reiU  oa  iha  inle  anlhorlljr  of 
Jofephua.     Aa  he  waa  no  friend  10  ih«  Samarltani.  aiMl  we  ar*  !«. 
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By  the  conquests  of  Alexander,  the  thrones  of  Asia  having 
l>ecn  subvened,  and  its  ntya\  tiynAstU-H  eradicaletl,  on  hU 
decease,  ibc  supreme  sovereign  authority  was  vested  in  An- 
dspus,  a  iMutard  brother  of  Alexander,  till  Roxana'it  issue  of 
a  son  should  Itc  able  to  assume  (he  reif:^  of  gtivenuiicnl ;  but 
Aridieus  bcin^  an  idiot,  Perdict-as,  another  of  Alexander's 
geoeralfl,  was  appointed  a  sort  of  regent,  or  protector  over  the 
whole  empire;*  and  all  the  immense  territories  of  this  mighty 
monarch,  aftur  a  iiitiltitude  of  assassination  and  contention, 
were  divided  amongst  his  remaining  general  oflieers;  in 
which  divisiun,  Kg)'pt  was  assignefl  to  Ptolemyj  and  Syria, 
Phoenicia,  and  Judea,  lo  Laomedon.t 

On  the  death  of  ^addua,  the  hi^h  priest,  who  hold  that 
othcc  tM-enty-one  years,  it  devolvMl  upon  his  son,  Ouius.^ 

Ptolemy  <runcciving  the  great  advantage  it  would  be  to  his 
Eji^-ptian  territories,  In  »«(-un>  the  frontier  provinces  of  Syria 
and  Pha-nicia,  invaded  the  dominions  of  Laomedon,  and  sood 
nade  himself  master  of  the  whole,  except  Judea.  The  Jews, 
however,  shewing  upon  this  occasion  a  just  regani  for  tlieir 
Mtfa  of  aJle^ance,  refused  lo  submit  to  him;  whcn>ti|>on, 
Piulemy  laid  ni^e^  to  Jerusalem,  and  to<tk  it  hy  asKUill  on  the 
sabbath  day,  the  inhabitiuits  to  their  honour,  even  if  upon  a 
mistaken  principle,  refusing;  lo  break  the  commandment  of 
Johovah,  even  in  their  own  defence ;  unlike  modem  Christian 
commanders,  who  but  too  often  seem  to  select  the  sabbath 
bj  choice,  for  tbcir  ofTensive  warfare.  Having  taken  the 
city,  Ptolemy  carriiHl  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  of  tho 
Jews  captives  into  Egypt;  but  reflectinf;  u|wn  moro  consi- 

fomitHl  sonironbsl  nation  hid  joined  ih^Macrdoaliiriiniiy,  hal  not 
1h«t  nny  of  ths  Jiiwt  had,  U  it  ool  protMbW  (ti«y  w«r«  SsmariUai, 
»nd  not  Jrws.  who  made  Ihls  noble  sUtid! 

•  Prld.  I.  000.  i  Prid.  I.  OO^-Oir 

:  Prld.  i.  013. 
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deration  that  men  who  bad  bocn  so  consciunlious  to  tlieir  < 
and  thfir  former  alU'ginnrp,  ifavo  the  best  pmniiso  for 
fidi^lity  to  )iims<?lt',  ho  selected  thirty  thousand  of  them 
garrifton  his  most  impartnnl  furtraees,  ind   allowtnl  the  rv- 
mainder  of  the  captives  to  reside  in  the  same  Ticiuitios,  giviz 
orders  they  should  be  supplied  with  all  necessaries ; 
others  of  Ihem  he  planted  in  Cyrene  and  Libya.* 

When  the  nmiy  of  Ptolemy  was  defeated  by  Demetrttnt^ 
Ibcf  BOn  of  Antigonus,  many  «f  the  Jews  ftillowed  the  fbrnier 
putcutate  on  his  retreat  into  l^gypt,  rathr>r  than  fall  into  die 
bauds  of  Antigonus,  and  several  thousands  uf  rauiiliV>sbe>cane 
settled  at  Alexomlriu. 

Amonc^t  others,  was  a  distjngruisbed  character  of  <b«  i 
of  Hezekias,  who  was  one  of  their  chief  priests.    With  htm  i 
Grecian  historian,  of  the  name  of  llocalseiis,  was  intimate, 
and  from  his  information  composed  a  history  of  the  Jpwil^ 
their  reli^on,  and  pniity«  which  U  not  now  extanttf  ^M 

On  the  death  of  Ouias,^  he  was  succeeded  in  the  priesi- 

♦  "  Pron  these  oapttTn  were  dMCond«l  lh»  Cyrenlan  Jews,  of 
mhota  whk  Jaaon,  who  wrote  ihe  tilirory  of  tlic  MsccBbem  In  Ave 
books,  (or  wtiich  Itie  iirconil  book  of  llie  Maccabcf-a  which  we 
now  have  i%  en  abriflg^oicnt) ;  and  of  whom  alto  wag  SEmon, 
that  bore  the  cross  of  our  Saviour  at  bis  cruriflxion,  am)  oihm 
who  are  tncnlionrd  in  the  Nrw  TpstnDiriil-"  2  Macr-  I.  Mett.^1 
xxrii.32.  Mark,  xr.SI.  I.idic.  xxill  20.  Arl».  II.  lO.and  Tl.ft.fl 
Prid.  I  AlS.Oli.  ' 

+  Prfd.  tt8l,(lS8.  Joaejihus  relal«s  ■  ruriotit  atory  of  MoaolUtn.  a 
Jew.  who,  by  ihooliog  a  bird  «Ilb  an  arrow  at  a  great  dlatettee, 
wLichihraootlifiayrr^in  Ateiaiidcr'iiartiijr  considered  ai  a  badovcA,, 
shewed  tbe  folly  and  abfliirilily  nf  (lie  whole  ayatein  of  aupcrvUtlo 
observed  by  the  heethoo.    Coiitm  Apton,  Iv.  S0&,    Prld.  I.  ASS. 

I  Thia  higb  priest  rccHvcd  a  letter  from  Areus,  a  king  of  l.«eMl»*] 
locQ,  in  which  tbe  LnccderoonianB  claimed  klndrod  wllli  Ibe  Jews, 
and  desired  frlendihip  with  ihnn  on  that  account.     Prid.  il.  182. 
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botxl.  by  his  son  Simon,  who,  from  the  holiness  of  his  lifi?,  and 
the  gical  righteoiLsncsB  nhich  sboue  forth  in  all  his  actions, 
was  called  Simon  tlic  Just.* 

*  Sdcucus  one  of  the  successors  nf  Alexanderi  baring  built 
sereral  new  cities  in  Asia«+  planted  Jews  in  Ibcm  all}  grant- 
ing Ihcm  equal  privileges  and  immunities  with  the  Greeks 
Mid  Maredunians,  especially  at  Antioch,  in  Syria,  where  they 
Bfrttlod  In  great  numbers,^ 

Oq  the  death  of  Siiriun  tbu  Just,§  be  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  Kk^uar,  in  the  sacred  office  of  the  priesthood, jl  and 
by  Antigonus  of  Socho,  as  president  of  the  Sanliedrim,  or 
national  council  of  the  Jews. If 

It  was  probably  during  this  pontificate,  and  tlie  reign  of 
Ptoleray  Philadclphns,*  •  that  the  famous  Greek  version  of  tlio 


*  Prid.  i.  05\.  He  was  an  emiuent  scribe  ia  the  1b.w  of  Ood,  and  ft  J 
^eat  taacber  oT  right eoasn»9!i  imnng  the  peop\e ;  and  betiis  the  first  i 
of  the  Tanaim  or  Mislioalcal  Doctors,  from  his  school  all  thos«  had  J 
their  original  who  were  aftprwords  called  by  thai  name  ;  tie.  fron'.j 
Iko  death  of  Simon  the  Jo«t  lo  R.  Judah  Hakkadosh,  who  conpotMl  > 
the  Miihna  about  the  middle  of  the  second  century.     Prid.  W.  I.  99. 

t  S«lrocta,  00  the  TlgrU,  about  forty  miles  from  Babylon ;  sixleea 
cities  of  th«  name  of  Antioch,  nine  uthitra  of  lUe  name  of  Seleucia, 
*lx  of  I.Ao<lleca,  three  of  Apamia,  and  Slratonicea.  Prid.  1. 6W.  CM. 
where  sec  many  curious  milters  as  to  Old  Babylou. 

I  They  became  atnoet  ri.i  considerable  a  part  of  thiscity  as  they 
were  at  Alrundria;   and  from  ihencc  it  was  that  the  Jews  were 
dlnprrird  all  otrr  Syria  and  the  I.rf*sscr  Asia.    Prid.  1.  OOA. 
(  See  many  mlraculoDS  effects  ascribed  to  HImon  tho  Just,  taken 

from  the  Jerusalem  Talmud,  in  Prid.  11.  S.Ae. 

I  Simon  had  left  a  sou  of  tbc  name  of  Onlas,  but  he  could  not  take 

the  office  of  the  priesthood  on  accounl  of  bU  Infauc}-.  Prid.  LO0O. 

H  Prid.  il.  1. 

*  *  He  founiled  at  Alexandria,  a  mascara  or  college  of  learned  men, 
for  the  improvement  of  philosophy  and  all  other  knowledge,  like  thai 
oflht!  Royal  Society  at  l^adon.  and  the  Koyal  Academy  ofSeicsces 
at  Paris:  in  which  he  collecte<l.  Il  Unald  not  hy  very  rnpulabU' meant, 
aod  left  behind  biu,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  more  than  one  bundrad 
thousand  volumes     Prid.  !!■  93. 


Old  Testament,  railed  the  Hep(uaj;inl,  was  commtncnl,  but 
when  Auishcd,  or  by  whom,  and  under  what  circumstance 
began,  appears  to  be  involved  in  imeertainly.* 

On  the  dralh  nf  Elen/ar,   his  nephew   Onias 
under  the  Levitical  aj^e,  he  was  succeeded  in  the 
bj  M anasseh^  the  son  of  Jaddna,  and  imcle  of  Siimm 
Jusl.t 

AntigoDus  of  Socho  was  succeeded  in  the  office  of  Nasit  or 
prcsiili'iit  of  the  Sanluilrim,  by  Joeeph»  the  soo  of  Joaxer^ 
under  whom  another  Joseph,  the  son  of  John,  was  appoinli 
Ab-Beth-Din,  or  vice  president,  both  of  wh^mi  tangfat  jotnllf' 
ill  the  chief  divinity  school  at  Jerusalem.  J 

During  the  presadenry  of  Antigonus,  the  sect  of  th« 
Sadducees  sprung  up,  occ^sioned^  as  is  supposed,  fnm  t 
pcrrrrsion  by  two  of  his  disciples,  of  his  mode  of  inculcatEnj 
the  exalted  principle  of  obedience  to  God,  from  a  prutci|de 
of  6lia1  love  and  fear.§ 

On  tlie  death  of  Manasseh,  he  was  succeeded  in  the 
houd  by  Onias,  the  son  of  Simon  the  Just,  who  had 
attained  the  Lcvitical  ago,  but  provc<l  himself  unworthy  of 
that  sacred  and  important  oAice.H 

Plotrjtiy  Euergetes,  (or  the  Benefactor)  on  his  reluro  into 
Eg}'pt  frtiiu  a  Niiccessful  invasion  of  tlie  provinces  belongia( 
to  Autiochus  Tbeus,  (or  the  Divine]  took  Jcnnalem  ia  hjb- 
way,  and  otTered  up  sacrifices  to  the  God  of  Isnel  far  tbft 


or 

tirl 

the 

I  a 

H 
rinci|de     i 

>prie*9 
ad  awf 


*  Pritl.  ii.  47—71.  It  was  c«llrd  the  Spptungtnt  from  the  »apf»* 
slUon  Oiat  sAvent;  Jews  wrnt  employed  in  the  tniDslalloa.  TtA 
b«01  edition  (a  by  Orabbo,  '2  Tola,  folio. 

t  Prid.  U.  iOO.  JPrid.  li.W.  

^  Prid.  it.  in.  Thlft  irct  orislnitcd  with  Badoe  ami  Billhm.  tVA 
of  hla  diMiplfs,  who,  Mparalini;  from  the  setioni  of  Ihcir  ntatter, 
laaglit  tlial  tliere  was  no  resurrrcliaii,  oor  a  faturi:  »tatc,  but  that  all 
the  reward!  which  God  ^avo  to  ihoie  who  aerTed  him,  were  ia  Utla 
Ufoonly.    Prid.  il.tfS. 

II  Prid.  li.  100. 
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Ticlories  which  he  had  obtained  over  Iho  king  of  Syria, 
apparently  feeling-  that  to  him  alone,  and  not  to  his  own 
Ej^'plian  iduU,  he  was  inilehti.*d  fur  his  success.' 

During  the  pontificate  uf  Onias,  he  had,  tbrou^  parsimony 
or  ncj^li^cuce,  oniitttMl  tu  p:iy  tbo  usual  tributo  to  I'tulemy 
Energies,  who  thcrf>U[M}n  ttireatencd  lo  levy  the  fuiine  by 
force  of  anus;  but  the  threatened  danger  was  averted  by  the 
adroitness  of  Joseph,  nephew  to  the  high  pricsl^  and  who, 
proceeding  on  an  embassy  to  PtoJemv,  nut  onl,v  pacified  blfrj 
wrath,  but  procured  himself  lo  he  appointed  deputy 
receiver  general  for  the  whole  province.t 

Daring  the  war  between  Antiochns  the  Great  and  Ptolemy 
Philopatpr^  the  former  marched  into  Galilee,  and  tiMik  Philo- J 
tcria,OD  the  north  e.ndof  the  sea  of  Tiberias,  andScylhopolia 
or  Betbsan,  at  the  south  end,  and  anerwards  Attabyriam; 
ieale<l  on  mount  Tal>i>r.  Croswing  the  river  Jordan,  he  took 
possession  of  Gilfad  and  all  the  territories  on  that  side  of 
the  river,  which  had  been  the  inheritance  of  the  tribes  of 
Reuben  and  Gad  and  the  half  lribi>  of  Manaxseh.  He  then 
took  Robbah  of  Ammon.^  ur  Philadelphia,  but  not  till  afier  a 
vigorous  resistance.^ 

It  was  during  these  continued  wars  between  the  kiug^  of 
Ef^ypt  and  Syria,  and  under  the  iuchdent  pontificate  of  Onios, 


•  Prill.  1. 109. 

t  Prid.  it.  IIA — I W.  Such  i»  tho  Matemmt  glreo  from  JoiC|)hu», 
Anti(t.  xll.  6. ;  but  Uie  whole  liDS  much  the  sir  of  n  rotniinoe,  and  no 
[>Rrt  of  It  more  than  thnt  Jnsfph  borrowed  X700.  of  th»  lignknn  of 
Samaria,  to  onabic  him  lo  undrrlnkc  Iho  I'DibsBvjr.  There  wrrr, 
surely,  as  litiely  to  be  rich  bankirn  at  Jcrusttletn  as  at  Samaiia; 
l>e>ides  which.  th«  rrlalioo  \n  mixed  op  with  a  f(r<-at  di^l  of  other 
matter,  ettn  more  improbable. 

J  folybivi  ralli  it  Kibbatawlna,  or  Rabbotb*Animon ;  when  Pto- 
lemy PhiladL-ljihua  rvbailt  Uiis  city,  he  called  it  Phliadrliilila.  PrId. 
U.  ISS. 
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litat  the  Snmaritiins  took  nilvantogc  of  his  imbecile  go 
meiit :  nnd  prubahly  under  cloak  of  tho  authority  with  wfairh 
the  lieutenants  of  Antiochus  were  imesled  uver  Samaria,* 
shewed  their  ancieut  enmity  to  the  Jews,  by  pUmdering-  and 
revaging  their  countn',  and  carrying  many  of  the  inhabitaols 
into  captivity,  and  selling^  them  fur  slaves,t 

On  the  death  of  Onlas,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  »oa^| 
Sinwn,  a  jxirsoDofa  very  different  character  from  that  of  hi^^ 
father.J 

The  folhiwing  year,  however,  Ptolemy  recovered  the  pos- 
spiiiiou  of  these  countries;    and  coming  to  Jerusalem,  and 
admiring  the  beauty  of  the  temple,  offered  up  sacrificee 
to  the  God  of  Israel,  mude  many  oblations  to  the  tempio,  aoi 
gave  several  valuable  donativos  to  it.    Not  satisli<Hl  uith  tbi 
he  attempted  to  pass  into   the  sanctuary  itself,  uid  ioti 
tlie  holy  of  holies,  where  none  but  the  high  priest  could  enter, 
and  that  once  a  year.§     Simon,  the  hi<;li  prir«1,  informed 
him  of  the  sacredness  of  the  place,  and  the  priesti   and 
Lcvil(»,and  populace  hnvinff  assembled,  and  with  great  luneiia; 
tjiiiuos  and  loud  crira  uppnuxl  bis  purpose  ;  but  the  monarrh*i 
incliuativn  being  exciutl,  rather  (luin  nllated,  by  this  oppo«' 
sition,  he  presseil  into  the  inner  court,  notwithtttawUng'  aJl 
opposition;  and  as  be  was  proceeding  into  the  temple  ilaelf, 
he  was  smilten  fromCiod  with  such  n  terror  and  cnnfusjim  uf 
min<l.  that  he  wa«  carried  out  of  the  place  half  dead,     rilled 
witli  wratli  and  uiortification,  instead  of  being  humbled  un 
such  a  dtvioe  visitation,  the  Egyptian  quitted  Jenual 
vowing  vengeance  agaiatil  the  whole  nation  fur  the  inmlt 
bad  received. II 
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•  Prtd.H.  ISS.  t  Prid.  il.  ISA. 

I  IMil.  ii.  108.  §  Lov.  Kir.  3.S4. 

H  Prid.  Ii.  1S6,  136.    Who  q(inlr«  S  Micr.  i.,  respecting  wtiicb  b«olt| 
nee  also  Prid.  11.  lil,  142. 
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Nor  was  the  tyrant  long  before  he  put  his  threats  into 
execution;  for  on  his  rotnrii  lu  Alexandria,  he  publishi^d  a 
(tecree,  prohibiting  all  {HTsiins  from  entering  his  palace  who 
dill  not  sacrifice  to  thn  gods  of  Ep'pt;  and  that  this  mif;ht 
effectually  reach  the  Jcws»  he,  by  a  second  docreo,  degraded 
them  from  the  privileges  of  Macedonians,  the  original 
foundi^ni  of  that  city,  and  with  which  timy  had  been  invested 
by  Alexander  the  Great  and  Ptolemy  S<jter.  In  order  to 
eosare  their  degradation,  be  ordered  tbem  all  to  be  marked 
with  an  ivy  leaf,  the  badgn  of  his  god,  Bacchus^  and  ihal 
Uioae  who  refused  should  be  made  slaves  or  put  lu  death. 
Thrrse,  however,  who  would  embrace  pagaiii»ni  wert  to  bo 
restored  to  their  privi|pgf.s;  but  to  the  lionour  of  the  nation, 
out  of  many  thousands,  only  three  hundred  could  be  found 
who  would  coniunit  to  a|inittali7-e  firom  thi'  Gofl  of  Israel.  The 
nonconforming  Jews  having  very  properly  nifuscd  all  inter- 
courae  with  their  apostate  brethren,  Plolcmy  reaolved  to 
auosacre  the  remnant  of  Ihift  unhappy  naljoo  througliout 
hn  dominions  ;'  in  order  to  which,  be  unlered  all  the  Jews  in 
Eg)-pt  to  be  brought  in  chains  to  Alexandria,  when  he  shu 
them  up  in  the  Hippodrone,*  with  the  intention  of  their  bcin^l 
exposed  to  wild  livasts,  as  a  public  show.  On  two  successival 
days,  the  Egyptian  courtiers  and  fusbiunablDs,  like  the  modem 
Spaniarda  and  Purtuguese,  were  atuomblcd  to  enjoy  tbe  sport, 
but  wsre  diiappoinled  on  account  of  their  bcaatly  monarch] 
being  saturated  wi(h  liquor  and  fast  asleep.  During  nil  this 
time,  Ihc  poor  Jewa  s|)cnt  their  time,  like  I):tnirl,t  in  lilting 
up  their  hands  and  voices,  and  praying  to  God  for  their 
deliverance;  nor  did  they  pray  in  vain;  for  he  who  delivered 
his  prophet  from  the  jaws  of  tlie  devouring  lions,  was  equally 


A  larffe  [ilocc  wlttiout  Ihr  city,  whrrc  Ihc  peo|ilc  awd  to  tsicmble 
to  »ce  the  horse  races  and  ulber  ikows.     Prid>  II.  IM. 
t  Du.  vi.  II.  X.  2. 
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able  to  preacrfo  his  faithful  sen'autK  fruui  the  tmnLs  jtud  lurr 
of  ihi*  E^'ptiuii  olc|>lianU,  to  wlioni,  on  the  tliinl  day,  tbct 
>  ware  acloally  exposed.  For  thcie  animals,  io  order  to  inci 
their  fury,  liaving^  ha<1  wioe  and  frankiiicease  giren  to  thtm 
ill  immense  quantities,  they  lost  all  piiiilanee,  and  tiiiwrf 
their  rai^e  upon  the  spectators,  and  destroYPd  great  numbpn 
of  them.  There  wen?  aUo  some  superualural  »ppearaur«i  in 
the  air,  which  so  Alarmed  the  ucious  monarch  and  bi«  eoor- 
lier$,  itial  bo  ordered  all  the  Jews  to  \yc  releawKJ^  and  reacmded 
his  dfvreca against  tbeni ;  and,  to  make  Uiem  some  uaeBck, 
granted  them  many  feruurs  and  pririlegcA,  hvI,  anjowpt 
others,  liberty  to  put  to  death  their  tipuetate  brethrvft, 
they  accordingly  did  without  a  single  exception.* 


*  Prld.ii.lSS.  III.  who  (akctilltUrclalio)]  from  Mace,  and  Jo!^  At 
first  si){hl  this  proc^dunf  may  flppfirliarsli  and  severe,  and  il  hm  not 
Hnfrtquently  bet* n  so  arrBifrned  by  thr  adTocsli-s  ora  cold  and  lnfl<!H 
phUoKifihy,  or  a  morbid  and  insslalnry  philanlhropX'  But  twA 
|ionoa«  either  forget  that  ihe  Ian  of  Jfht^rah  wai  positiwp  iifmu  iIhI 
subject,  orvliA  Ibey  must  eon«idi^r  Ihe  eotaniaadmoots  of  Jebwalt 
cntlllod  lo  but  little  rc»|Hct.     DtMit.  siii.  G — 18.    xril.  9 — 7. 

The  three  Iiundrcd  apostates,  tbi.-ri>rore,  bat)  midrrnl  tbemselTeft. 
Id  e»«ry  way.  liable  lo  the  jrunlshmcnt  ordratli.  TJiey  bad  tiolatix) 
the  command  of  their  Divinr  [^gislator,  and  ihetr  bretbm  «*fv 
bonod  in  put  ilirm  lo  death,  or  subjftet  them sel res,  Ihoir  vlvea,  a»4 
cbildrpn,  to  the  wmUi  of  tiod  if  they  did  not;  and  th«y  bad  eoamiW 
t«d  the  greatest  puuible  political  offviice  agaiiul  tbvir  fellov 
countrymea;  for  Jebovab  had  repuatedly  shewn  lo  llutn,  that  wbea 
bis  law  waabrokeu.be  visited  Ibf  crime  upon  1)ic  nation  at  UfRc.  anli) 
Ihe  Innoecvt  had  pargod  ihrmtclrrs  from  Ihe  ofTrnce.  by  puttinft  to 
death  the  offender*.  Tlie  dUluielIrp  pecnliarlly  of  the  Jrurt  wat, 
that  they  were  the  IiumeaLate  subjtclii  of  JebovaJi  kinuelf;  at«d, 
therefore,  ercry  ict  of  Idolatry  kah  an  act  of  rrbcllina  and  hlgli 
ireaaon.  against  their  tOTervIirn  Lord  and  (*od.  And  nhatcver  nay 
be  tbouirht  now,  there  oiid  bo  no  qufnitlon  that,  until  the  advvM 
ihe  Mekklab,  the  whole  ipMlali  law  and  fulily  wjk  ii>dHpe«)««tlly 
obligatory  upon  every  doaccfidaul  of  Abraham. 
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Such,  however,  wens  ihe  tyranny  ami  cruellies  »f  Philo- 
jMk«r»  liial  at  length  his  uwn  subjects  rebelled  against  him; 
mA  it  b  •ammed  tlial  the  Jena  took  side  with  tite  insni^ents, 
lor  in  the  result  no  loss  than  furlr  Ihuiisand  uf  thorn  were 
shun.* 

The  Roman  empire,  or  lh«  fourth  or  iron  kingdom  pm- 
hgured  hy  the  image  in  Ni»buehadn«Ezar's  dream,t  approxi- 
malcd  lownnU  Jewish  poUtics,  durine:  the  minority  of  I'toleniy 
Epipfaancs,  who  waA  an  infant  when  his  father,  Ptolemy 
Philofiatcr.  died.J  Philip,§  king^of  Macedon,  having  formed 
an  alluuirg  with  Antiorhus  ihft  Orpai,  for  the  piirp<i-4e  of 
despniling  the  roolhful  monarch  of  his  dominions,  the  friends 
of  that  prince,  attracted  hy  the  martial  fame  which  the  Romans 
had  already  acquired,I|  applied  to  the  senate  to  take  tbcir 
ward  under  their  rare,  an<l  become  his  guardian*. ^|  Having 
complied  with  this  request,  tho  repnblic  sent  M.  j£milius 
Lcpidna  ami  nthers,  an  ambaRsadors  to  the  confederated 
ntonarchs,  thn>atening-  them  with  war  if  Ihey  attempted  lr> 
injure  their  prolfge.** 

Not  regarding  this  menace,  Antiochus  persisted  in  hia 
purpoBe*  but  was  auticipated  by  the  Egyptian  genera],  wlto 
pcMMWod  himself  of  Syria,  and  planted  a  gani»OD  in  the  castle 
at  Jemsalem.tt 

Antiochus,  however,  having  at  length  collected  his  troops, 
soon  repo<Qesacd  himself  of  ihe  greatest  part  of  Palestine,  and 
coming  In  Jerusaleui,  was  n^adily  receiveil  by  the  Jews,  the 


•  Prid.  H.  141.  quntlnit  Euieb.  f  Dan.  U.  4a 

:  pftti.  I).  118. 

\  Phill|t  V.  son  nr  Drmelrlaa  IT  He  wm  dpfeatn)  by  the  noniini. 
who  mlue«(l  Macfdon  to  a  Romao  proviae«.  Prld.  II.  1A7.  Outhrie, 
ill.  8&8.    I^mpriere. 

I   Bdple  Afrlcanai  hid  just  braten  lUnoibal,  Ihe  Carlhininiaii 

(WMffml,  at  Zana.  ht  Africa.     B,  r.  901.    A.  V.  C.  &M. 

%  Prid.  II.  lAI.  ••  Prid.  ii.  IA9.  ft  Prid.  l\.  163. 
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prieBts  aiitj  elders  going  out  to  meet  him  in  a  solemn 
ct>t»iuii,  arid  assistifd  him  lu  reduce  and  expel  the  Eg^ptiui 
gurrison.  la  rctmu  fur  tbis  (at  that  crisis,  importikni)  gervinv 
AntinrliuR  granted  tilt!  Jews  many  cuiisiderable  inununitja, 
and  cuuBniicd  to  tiatn  ttie  privilege  tliut  no  strangi^r  should 
enter  within  the  SepI  or  Chel  of  the  temple.* 

The  lluniuD  aniiv,  iitidcr  the  cummiiud  uf  Titus  Quintw 
Flaininiiiit,  having  ubittined  a  decisive  victor)'  over  Philip 
CyntM-t'phalus,  In  Thess;dy,+  the  war  ruspoiiing  the  K^pl 
monarch  and  his  tcrriturif^  remained  to  be  decided 
the  republic  and  AnliochiiB.$ 

On  the  death  of  Simon,  the  high  prieat,  hn  was 
bjr  his  eldest  son,  Ouia-f  the  Third.^ 

Antiocbiiii,  although  encouraged  hy  the  presence  and  a»- 
sisted  bythe  counsels  of  Hanoi bulj  the  celebrated  Cartba^niaa 
general, II  who  had  been  forced  to  fly  from  his  own  coiaOn^ 
having  been  defeated  by  the  Rumaos  in  five  succeanw 
battles,^^  at  la-st  mw\  for  (>eace,  upon  the  terms  of  paying  ihrm 


*  Prid.  11.  Ifrl-  Upoo  one  occasion,  llils  monarch  selected  a  fhftwg 
Imnd  of  tirn  ihousanil  Jrws  from  Bibytonlft.  to  sappreu  ■  tlangvroni 
rebellion  iu  PhryitiK  aod  Lyilia.  Frld.  11.  lU. 

tPrld.U.  Ift7.  t  Prid.  ii.  IW. 

^  Prid.  il.  lOtf. 

II  The  invfitermte  hatred,  and  formlilablo  plans  ofihls  vDy  Afi 
were  ilcfeated  by  the  superior  nddrcss  o(  Poblius  Tillius,  the  R. 
ambassarior ;  who,  by  afTcctlnf^  great  intimacy  with  HannttMil,  and 
coDstanlly  v]»llln;  him.  ronied  llir  luspicions  of  AntlochDi.  lut  la 
■dvUinff  him  to  carry  ihA  war  into  the  plains  of  Italy,  ai  bad  hem 
favourite  scheme  of  itie  Carthaginian  In  the  Punic  wars,  hn  waa  only 
pHLCilslng  some  fraud  in  concert  with  the  Homani.     Prid.  M.  IM. 

f  1.  by  Aeilius  Olabrlo.  at  Thormopylie.  2.  by  C.  Mviiig,  near 
ino»ntC'or>'eDs,  in  lonlajnanaral  r)|tM.  8.  by^Btnlllas.onlheeoasti 
of  Pamphylla.  in  another  navnl  fi^lil.  4.  by  ifiliniliti*  sirnlD.  In  a  third 
na«Bi  n|tlit,nr>«rMyonnesuff.in  Ionia.  And,  5.  finally  by  Lucius  Sdplo, 
In  a  great  battle,  near  Ma^eala,  under  Slpllls.     Prid.  II.  Ifil— 170. 
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fiAecD  thousand  talenU^*  and  cfrantiog  to  Ibem  and  surren- 
deriTis;  up  all  Asia  oa  that  side  of  iiiouut  Tiiunis.f 

Antiochitshad  cuntrived  lu  detach  the  t^ypiiuns  tn>ni  ibeir 
alliance  with  the  Roman  rfpiiblic,  and  to  mair^*  his  daughter, 
Cleopatra,  tu  the  infant  iiionan'h,  Ptijlcniy  Epiphiincs;^  and 
toon  aflor  the  death  of  Aotiochus,  who  was  assMssinaled  in 
the  teniplt!  of  Jupiler  Bolus,  iii  (he  pn>vince  of  l*to)einai»,^ 
Cleo|Kttra  wan  delivered  of  a  son,  afterward*  Ptolemy  Philo- 
meter.ll 

Amongst  the  othpr  principal  inhabitants  of  the  provinces, 
who  visited  the  E^yptiun  court  upon  that  occasion,  waji  Uyr- 
canu»,  who  was  sent  by  his  father,  Joseph,  to  repreaent  him 
and  his  office.ll 

Hyrcanua  took  advantage  of  the  confidence  thus  placed  in 
him,  to  supersede  his  father  in  the  receiventhip  of  the  pro- 
vince, but  of  which  he  was  deprived  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  Joseph.** 

During  the  reign  of  Scloocus  Philopator,  who  succeeded 
his  father  Antiochus  on  the  throne  of  S^ria,  a  schism  hap- 
peued  between  Simon,  a  Bcnjaniite,  who  was  goTemor  and 
protector  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  Unias,  the  high 
priest.tt  Seh'ucus  had  been  a  friend  to  tlw  Jews,  and  had 
ma^iiied  the  temple,  by  bearing  all  the  costs  beloaging  to  the 
service  of  the  sacrifices  at  his  own  expcose  ;t^  but  upon 
accotmi  of  the  above  dispute,  Simon  disclosed  to  ApoMoniua, 
ibe  governor  of  the  provinoe,  the  groat  riches  that  were  laid 
ap  in  the  temple,  \j\wn  the  f^ovemor  making  this  report  to 
his  ROi'ereigTi,  he  dispatched  his  treasurer,  Heliodoni&.to  tafc«| 
possession  of  the  treasure,  but  was  prevented  by  a  miraculous  1 
nianife«tHlion  of  divine  powi>r.§§ 

*  Prill,  ii.  ITS. ;  vhrre  %tc  s  Icamed  note.  t  Prid.  11.  171. 
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Simun  continiiiii;;  his  totoU  apitnst  tlip  .luthorily  of 
high  priest,  anil  dflti^ing  the  city  with  muniers,  Oiiias 
himself  tu  S«:leucii&  at  Auliuch,  in  urder  to  obtiun  rc«h«n; 
biit  ho  had  not  bet^n  there  lon^  before  that  monarch  was  aaMS- 
sinaled  by  his  trea:)iirer,  Utiiodorus.* 

This  usurpatiuD  bciu);  KUpprussed,  ADtJochuii  £[Mpbaiies, 
or  Epituaiies,  sucoi?«d(Mt  to  tin?  throne  of  his  doceasied  brolbi>r.-f 

Souii  iiftt^rhiR  arcf^JHinn,  JrjmR,or  Jason, a  brother  of  Onia 
prevaitetl  upon  (he  new  monarch  to  sell  him  the  oltirc  pf  hi^ 
priest  for  three  hundred  and  sixty  talents,  and  to  keep  OuiJ 
in  confinement  at  Antiuch  ;  and  having  anrnvded  id  Ihat^  I 
object,   he  obtained  |>Hrnii»;ion,  for  one  hundred  and  tiftyl 
talents  more,  lo  erect  a  gymnasium^  and  ephebcum|l  at  Ji_>ru«i 
sHlem,  thereby  introducing^  many  of  (he  Greek,  and  ntber 
pagan  castoma  amon^t  the  Jews.^ 

*  A  |>1ice  of  exvrciie.  f  A  place  for  tniaing  up  of  jraulh> 

t  Pnd.  ii.  l&S.    '  i   Prld.  H.  ISB— 100.  R  IMO.  ii.  191. 

H  Prid.  Ii.  109.     In  i  Mace.  ir.  16,  ID,  lhf>  pttroo  god  of  Tyre  W 
calU-d  llcreulcs ;  but  it  is  lo  be  obbcrred  that  b«  was  nni  known  U>^ 
tlie  Tyrlans  by  tliat  name,  but  that  of  Malcarttiua,  which  beiog  i 
pounded  of  th«  two  Phmnirian  wnrdn,  Mvl»a  and  Kartlia.  did.  in  thai 
latigusffe,  slfrnify  the  Itlnfr  or  lord  of  tho  city.    The  Ureckv,  froa 
some  siaiilitudt.- which  thay  found  in  the  wnrahip  of  this  godalTyr 
with  thai  wborpwilh  they  worsliippeil  llemiles  in  Cireecr,  thongbi 
Ihrin  lu  ho  both  Ihc  same;  and,  thi-rrfofo,  railed  thia  Tyriui  go4'^ 
Hercules  ;  and  bcncc  cniiic  the  name  of  llerculcK  TyriuA  smnn^  tbcMa- 
Tlils  f;od  seems  lo  bo  ih<*  same  with  the  Bnal  of  Iho  Holy  Scriptorrs 
whoii'  worship  Ji-xebel  brought  from  Tyre  inin  the  land  of  1hr«rl; 
for  Bual,  Hilh  the  addition  of  Kariha,  tigiiifieth  the  sane  as  >lel«c, 
with  tho  lamc  adiiillon.    For.  as  (ho  latter,  in  the  Phenician  lao- 
guage.  Ib  Ai»g  of  iht  eifjr,  the  other,  in  the  aaine  Uuguage,  i*  ;«rrf  ^ 
fA«  ci'rjr.     And  as  Bual   Is  put  alune  to  Btgitify  this  Tyiian  god   la 
Scriptaie,  so  do  wc  find  MeU'c  also  pal  alim«  to  signify  the  aant* 
god  ;  fur  lleaychius  tells  u>,  Malic  is  the  name  of  IK-rcules  amoilC 
llie  Aranibattaiis.     And   these  Amathu!ti«iis   were  a  culoay  uf  til* 
Tyrlans  In  Cyprus.     Prid.  II.  103.  lOt. 
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A  war  having  broke  out  between  Anliochus  Epiphanes 
and  Ptolemy  Philoniotcr,  respwting  S\Tia,  the  former  came-J 
to  Juppa  to  inspect  the  fruntiur  towns,  and  thoncc  procccdedl 
to  Jerusalpnii  where  he  was  received  by  Jason  with 
ceremony  and  respecL" 

The  cDsiiin^  year,  Jasoti  sent  his  younger  brother,  Onias, 
or  Mcnelaus,  to  Antioch,  to  pay  his  tribute  inonny ;  when  the 
latter  suipplanteil  him  in  the  priesthood,  by  the  same*  means 
aa  Jason  hiid  supplantf^d  Oniait,  his  elder  brother,  ^vinfif  to 
Antiochwi  three  hundred  taJionts  more  than  Jaaan  had  ^iven; 
but  having  been  di-feated  in  his  first  attempt  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  that  sacrod  office,  bo  rctumod  to  Antioch,  and 
pled^ng  liimself  to  fursake  the  religion  of  Jehovah,  the 
monarch  bcnt  with  hiiii  to  Jeriualein  an  armed  force,  which 
enabled  bioi  to  expel  Jaavn  from  Jerusalem,  and  to  take 


A  pious  Gennan,  whiUtbewnlUnp  thr  sutTtfrlng^  of  tiiH  count r>'iiien 
dariflfT  tbe  revolutionary  war  of  France,  mnlics  thf  folloninff  juit 
refleetioni  upon  this  conduct  of  thu  UratflilM.  "  The  Ibra^^lilvs,  and 
even  the  priests,  rotlowed  itio  tirathco  irunc«,  (2  Mace  iv.  U,  lA, 
10.)  RDd  Ood  Bcol  1li»e  heathens,  whose  gamrs  Ihey  Imitaled,  to 
pnnith  then ;  and  then  we  read,  '  It  Is  not  a  light  thiug  to  do  wick- 
edly againit  the  laws  of  God.'  Wp,  also,  should  attend  to  this ;  for 
how  many  gtmrs.  dances,  and  vaullies  bare  we  borrowvd  from  a 
certain  nalioa?  wherefore  Ood  halh  sent  tlicm  to  poolsh  u),  and 
though  we  hare  bcaloa  ihein,  be  hath  soon  healed  ihelr  wounds, 
because  we  no  soonnrtake  breath,  tlian  wk  spend  our  timn,  especially 
In  winter,  io  gamej,  oprrss,  jdays,  and  vanities,  and  la  the  S|iring  wa 
take  the  field  again,  af^er  so  bad  a  preparation.  Hence  Clod  at  this 
time  linbiltersouriinful  diversions,  and  comilffi^<iiit  OS  no  longer,  but 
puts  a  stop  to  sin  by  his  punishmaits.  If  any  one  escape  with  Im- 
pually,  and  gruw  secure,  to  hin  may  bi*  appliMl  the  wordx  of  chap, 
til-  S&.  '  Thoa  haul  not  yrt  eieaped  the  judgment  of  Almighty  God, 
whoaeeth  all  things.'"  Dogalsky  11.  Aflgu«t31.  The  same  remark 
will  also  apply  to  the  conduct  v(  Herod  the  Great,  and  others  who 
held  the  supreme  power  In  Judea. 
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refuge  amongst  the   Amnioniti^,  and  immediately  fxened 
himself  to  eslnhtiiih  the  ^Kigan  riiwnnd  con-monies." 

Mcnclaus  bariniDr  neglecttnl  to  pay  the  tribute  moiu^y,  was 
summoned  Lu  Antiooh,  and  the  king  being  absent  willi  his 
army,  Meneluus  directed  his  deputy  al  Jerusalem,  to  raise  lb« 
amomit  hy  sale  of  the  sacred  vesscU.  Onias,  who  was 
at  Aniioch,  having  repruuchcd  Menelaiis  fur  his  sacril 
conducl,  ibe  latter  procured  his  aisaninution ;  but 
AntiochuB  returned,  he  was  so  inoensod,  that  he  ordered  hit 
owu  lieuteiuiDt  guvcrnor,  Andronicua,  who  had  planned  the 
ARsiUiHi nation,  tn  be  publicly  executed  on  the  same  spot  whn« 
Onias  had  suffered.!  I 

Whilst  Menelaits  wa«  gone  to  Antioch,  he  had  IcA  s' 
brother,  of  the  name  of  Lysimachiis,  as  his  deputy ;  but  when 
he  attempted  to  remove  the  sacred  vessels,  the  populace  rote 
upon  him,  and  aAer  dispersing  Im  guard  of  throe  tbouMUUl 
meo,  slew  bim  be«ide  the  treasury  within  the  temple.^ 

Aniioclms  having  defeated  tlic  forces  of  Ptolemy  Philo- 
metcr,  near  Pelusium,  took  op  his  winter  <iuarter8  at  Tyir, 
where  Ihreo  Jewish  delegates  came  to  him  to  romplain  of  tSie 
conduct  of  l.ysiinachus,  and  the  sacrilege  of  Menclaiu;  bat 
the  Utter  having  bribi^d  one  of  the  king's  otBcers,  that 
monarch,  as  it  is  supposed,  contrary  to  his  previous  intcn- 
Uon,  absolved  Menclaus,  and  cnuscd  the  poor  delegates  tv 
bo  put  to  death :  an  act  of  such  wanton  cruelty,  that 
Tyrians  rauAcd  them  to  be  honourably  biiried.g 

At  this  period,  through  all  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  fur 
space  almost  of  forty  days,  there  were  w«n  horsemen  ruaning^ 
in  the  air,  in  cloth  of  gold,  and  armed  with  lancen,  Uke  a 
baud  of  soldiers;  and  troops  of  horsemen  in  array,  enccnoH 
tering  and  running  one   against  anulbcr,  with  sbakiqg  of 
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I  shields,  and  mulutatle  of  pikv-s  and  drawing  of  swords,  and 
vastin^  of  darts,  and  gUttermg  of  golden  omaincaU,  and 
harness  of  all  sorts.* 

Antiochus  having  oblaiaed  a  second  victory  over  ll>eanny 
of  the  Egyptians,  look  Memphis  and  all  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
try, except  Alexandria,  and  finally  obtaintsl  possession  of 
the  p>nton  of  Ptolemy  Philotneier  himst-lf-t 

During  this  expedition,  a  rumour  having  been  spread  that 
Autiuchus  was  dead,  Jason  got  together  one  thousand  men 
L      and  marched  (uwanU  Jerusalem,  and  drove  Menelautt  into  tb6J 
f      cattle,  putting  to  death  all  thai  were  opposed  to  his  tntere«la.$' 
When  Antiochus  received  information  of  Ihis  transaction, 
he  apprehended  that  it  was  a  revolt  of  the  whole  Jewish  na- 
tion from  his  authority ;  and  being  also  informed  that  the 
I      people  had  made  public  rejoicings  at  the  tidings  of  his  death, 
'      be  forthwith  marched  to  Jerusalem,  which  he  bcsiegc<l  and 
took  by  force,  and  slew  forty  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  sfiace  of  three  duys,  and  made  as  many  more  captives, 
whom  he  sold  for  slaves  to  the  neighbouring  nations.     He 
also  forced  himself  into  the  temple,  and  entered  into  the  holy 
place  and  holy  of  holies,  Menelaus  conducting   him.     NoC. 
content  with  this  pollution,  he  sacrificed  a  great  sow  upon ' 
the  altar  of  burnt  offerings ;  and  having  commanded  broth  to 
be  made  from  the  carcass,  besprinkled  all  the  temple  with 
the  liquor,  for  the  expreas  purpose  of  defiling  it.     He  also 
look  away  the  allar  of  incertse,  the  shewliread  table,  the  can*  I 
dlestick  and  seven  branches,  and  several  other  golden  vessels 
and  utensils,  the  donations  of  former  kings,  to  the  value  of 
one  thousand  ei||;|ii  hun<lred  talents;  and,  having  plundered 
the  city,  he  relumed  to  Autioch,  carrying  with  him  the  spoils 
of  Egypt  as  well  as  of  Judea ;  and  at  his  de|>arture  left  Philip,  | 

•  a  Mace.  v.  a.  8. 
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a  Pbrj'^nn,  and  a  man  of  cruel  ant)  barfauoo*  cbaxactitfv' 
governurofjudeu,  anil  n>m;iUtpd  MfvelaiM  as  Ugh  priest.* 

Jason,  uut  clariii|^  to  encounter  Aiitlochus,  fled  back,  i 
to  the  AounuDites ;  but  upon  sume  acciisatiun  brought  i 
him  before  Aretaa,  king  of  the  Arabians,  h«  fl<Kl  Irooi 
also;  ami  wandering  ulxiat  like  Cain,  abaudmied  by  God," 
and  pf<r»!ruii'd  by  mpu,  went  first  into  Egy]>l,  aud  afler^ 
wards  into  Lacedetuouia,  where  be  perished  lo  exile  and 
miwr^-.t 

Ptoletay  Philonieter  aud  his  brother,  Piolein/  Physcxm^ 
having  agreed  to  divide  llie  sovereignly  of  Egypt  betwMB 
them,  and  to  anisl  each  othi_*r  against  Antiochos,  that  mooirdi 
engaged  in  a  third  expedition  to  £g>p1,  with  tbe  avowsd 
intention  of  cnishing  them  Iwth ;  but  wus  slopped  at  Lruiiitt 
by  the  ambasaatlon  from  Rome,  to  whose  senate  PhyacoB  nd 
his  lister,  Cleopatra,  bad  appeajed  for  nssistaiieo.  Th« 
Syrinn  munarch  niaiiifesling  sytnplums  of  temporising,  Po* 
piliiiK,  allhough  formerly  his  intimate  friend,  drew  a  circle 
round  him  with  hiii  staff,  and  insisted  upon  an  aoswfr  before 
be  mored  ont  of  it.  1  ntimidated  by  this  decisire  and  uuusaal 
fMWMdiug,  Anliochus  submitted,  and  nuircbed  back  hb 
anny.§ 

That  vengeance,  however,  which  he  dared  not  sbcmv  lo  tbe 
Romans,  he  ignobly  poured  out  upon  the  unotTmding  Jews; 
for  niarcltiug  tlirun^h  Polestiun,  be  dtHpalcbed  ApvUoniai 
with  tweaty-twu  thousand  men,  with  orders  to  destroy  tl» 

plK»,|| 
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t  >l«  ir««  dm  mIIihI  llolcBy  Baergete«  II, ;  but  srtrrwsrtU  Pby»- 
coo,  or  llic  r«t  guti  or  frwt  bellied,  by  rosBon  of  tbe  grest  Had 
prominent  bolly  which,  by  his  luxury  siul  gluttony,  be  sn«rwm.nls 
sequlred.    I'rid.  11.  207. 
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Apullonius  wftited  till  the  sfibbalh  day  liofore  he  diKaverod 
bis  purpusie ;  but  then,  wliiliit  Mw  people  were  assembltHl  in 
their  synago^es  and  celebrating  divine  wureliip,  lie  urtlered 
his  troops  to  begin  the  work  of  death;  and  which  they 
executed,  by  fttaying  all  the  men,  and  taking  caplive  all  (he 
women  and  children.  He  alsu  pillaged  the  dty,  and  set  it 
on  fire;  and  having  piiUi^d  tluwn  ibe  walU,  he  erected  a 
strong  tower  un  an  euiineiH-e  in  the  city  of  David,  whence 
the  gurrioon  overlooked  the  whole  city.  And  i««ucd  forth  to 
destruy  and  enslave  all  who  came  lo  the  teinple  1u  worship; 
thus  rtxlurin;;  JeniHtlein  almost  to  a  wilderness,  and  cont- 
peUing  Uie  few  rewainia^  inhabilauts  tu  fly  iatu  Ihe  desert 
and  ncig-bbouring  cities  fur  refuge.* 


THE    MACCABEES. 


■  Amowost  the  other  fu^tiTcs  thus  craclly  drivra  ex  aria  et 
I     focts,  WHS   Jndu   Maccabtpujt,  who,  wiili  his  coinpanionf«.1 

retired  into  the  wildernew,  and  there  lived  in  ^eat  hanlship, 
snbtd<iting  ti|K>n  herbs  and  roola,  and  whatever  the  woo(J$  and 

■  iiiouniaiiiK  afrfmled.f 

On  his  return  lo  his  capital,  Antiochus,  under  pretence  of  I 
cslablishin^:  an  uni/ormtfy  uf  religion  lbruu[;boul  bis  donii-^ 
ntoiu,  btit,  like  other  planK  of  the  »anie  sort,  really  with  a 
view  lo  Huppresathe  worshipofthe  true  God  and  vital  hulinest, 
tamed  a  decree  commanding'  thisn  to  embrace  the  rehgion  of 
the  king,  and  wnnthip  bis  gnds,  for9akin<;  all  others;  and 
getit  overwKTR  into  the  various  provinces,  in  order  lo  enforcB 
obeclience4 

AlhenaBUs,  wlut  was  appointed  by  Antiochus  lo  execute  liu 


I. 
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derrpe  in  Judea,  on  coming  to  Jcnisalein,  caused  the  irbol« 
of  Ihii  Jewish  ceromonial  to  be  alMltshed,  and  every  trace  ot 
tbn  worship  of  the  true  God  to  be  offiiced.  Besides  pollulinf 
their  tiMiiple  and  profaning  their  sabbaths,  he  restrained  Ibem 
from  circiimcliiing  their  cbildreo,  and  whoever  duobc^cd 
these  iniqnilous  ortlers  was  inimedialelr  put  to  death.*  TIm 
SjrriBn  sohliers,  like  the  booted  apostles  of  Lewis  \tV. 
howtoA  of  by  that  nionar<>h's  conft^ssor,  Father  la  Ch»tse>,^ 
proved  (be  be-st  mi^Hionarios ;  and  the  Jevish  wonhip  hern; 
thiia  pfTectually  cxtirfKited  from  the  temple,  Athcnspus  eilAb> 
lisbed  there  the  perfonnanre  of  pH;^n  riles,  and  consecrated 
it  to  Jupiter  OKTnpus,  erecting  bis  image  on  one  part  of  ibe 
altar  of  holocaust,  and  upon  another  port  of  it  a  Hinaller  altar 
whereon  to  sacrifice.^ 

In  oitlor  tc  extend  and  perpetuate  the  heathen  worahip 
throughout  the  land,  the  Smans  set  up  altafi,  groTes,  and 
ch^wU  of  tdoU  In  every  city ;  and  officers  woro  seot  to 
compel  them  lo  cat  awine  and  other  nnclean  bcnsta,  and  lo 
offer  sacriliccs  to  the  pagan  deities  on  all  the  public  feetivals. 
And  amongst  ionumeruble  other  abuminalioiis,  the  Jem  wre 
compelled  to  march  in  procession  and  curry  ivy,  in  hfuimir 
of  Bacchus,  (he  god  of  dnmkennea8,§  And  it  is  but  too  true 
that  great  was  the  actual  falling  away  of  Israel,  and  that 


•  Two  womon  being'  fnuod  at  JcruMlctn  lo  b»Tff  clreomdafd  lb 
mile  cbildreD,  orwMch  they  had  bMO  lalrly  dellteri'd,  they  ti«o; 
those  children  about  lh«ir  apekft.  nnd  baiinf  It^  ihem  In  Ibis  otum 

Ihrougb  Ih*  city,  cast  tbem  headlong  otm  the  sirrprat  part  of 

wallft,  and  alsu  slew  all  those  nbo  had  been  au^tiicH-y  with  lllvm  ta 
the  perft»nn«nct«  of  this  rorbldm  rito.     Prid.  ii.  'ilH. 

+  gee  the  llintory  of  the  Kaiuily  of  Migault,  al  the  linw  of 
ihf  rcvncntlon  o(  the  Edict  gf  N*anl(i».— Teller  rnim  Pcrr  la  riislw, 
eoafeMor  lo  LouU  XIV,  conceminK  the  [tertccutloii  of  tho  Franeh 
protHtutit. 

I  PrW  IL  «17.  4  Prid.  II.  aiS. 
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muiy  of  the  Jews  not  only  very  ivadily  apostalizeil,  but  wen* 
evnn  mnrc  srvere  and  cruel  towDrds  thrir  coxucientioua 
brethren,  than  tlie  ven'  lieallienH  themselves.* 

One  of  the  places  where  (he  Syrians  attempt^  to  cnfurcd 
the  practice  uf  these  abominations  was  Mwlin^f  where  Matta- 
tbias^  dwelt,  a  priest  of  the  course  of  Jchoianb,§  a  faithful 
servant  of  Jehovah,  who  had  five  sons— Johanan,  called 
Kaddis;  Simon,  called  Thassi;  Judas,  called  Maccatietus; 
Eleazar,  callci^  Avaras;  and  Johanan,  whose  surname  wu 
Apphiis.  When  Apelles,  theoflicer  of  Antiochus,  came  to 
Modin,  he  first  addressnl  >lattatbins,  iinpni;  him  to  set  an 
example  uf  compliance  with  the  monarclrs  wishes,  and  in 
that  case  promising  to  pronuitr  hint  and  his  sons  to  ^reat 
riches,  Mallalhiaitj  however,  not  only  proc]aim<?d  aloud  his 
determination  \o  adhere  to  the  law  of  his  God,  but  obserrii^ 
one  of  the  Jews  about  to  offer  sacrifice  on  an  heullien  alt^tr, 
he  slew  him  on  (he  8|)ot,  before  the  face  of  Apelles ;  and  then 
he  and  his  sons  slew  Apolli-'s  and  all  his  iittcndantn,  and  afler> 
wartls  relumed  lo  the  mountains  %^ittt  his  family,  whither 
many  of  the  comcieuiioua  Jews  followed  him. || 


•  Prill.  II.  217. 
"t-  AntTioM  differ  wholher  thU  place  was  on  tlic  top  of  a  MkH  hill 
bet«a«n  Jerusalvm  and  BclhUhvia,  or  oa  Ibe  coasl  of  the  Metliter- 
raneaa  8e«,  within  a  mile  or  Joppa  ;  bat  wberefor  situate,  it  serins 
10  hsTs  been  the  burisl  place  of  the  Maccabees.   Wells,  tl.  lOA,  106. 
X  He  wa>  the  son  of  John,  the  son  of  Simon,  the  son  of  Astnoaflua, 
froB  whom  the  family  had  the  name  of  AKinoacaua.     Prid.  ii.2I9. 
^  I  Chron.  Kiif.  7. 
O  Prid.  II.  219.     "  On*  company   of  tbem,   to  the  number  of  a 
thousand  persons,  being  gottmi  into  a  cave  in  the  desert  that  lay 
nearest  to  Jeruulcm,  Philip,  the  Phrygian,  whom  Anlioelms  ha<1 
left  goTemor  of  Judea  and  JeruMtlem,  went  out  agilnKt  then  with 
his  forces.     At  first  he  endeaTOarvd  to  prrsoade  ihcm  to  a  subnts* 
aion  to  the  hing'ii  eomnands,  pronii»ing  then,  on  ihl*  condition,  a 
■     thorough  ImpuDity  for  what  was  pasived ;  bst  tboy  all  reiolately 


"eoncMled  himself  ftiuungM  ibe  fitlfleiMX  of  i 
but  u  soon  as  be  had  returned  to  Anliocb^  gnmt, 
Jews  began  lu  resurt  to  Maitalhias,  iiicludin";  ai 
Ihe  Chuidima  or  AHi(Ueana.t 

Reinforced  by  these  accojuiom,  Maltathias  eme^ 
his  reln^l,  and  prnceediil  to  visit  nil  thp  rtlios  ol 
pulled  down  the  iteatUen  altAra^  rirrumris«d  | 
children,  and  destroyed  oil  ihp  opMtaios  aufl  pcraeu 
fell  into  liig  liandii;  and  having  recovered  aercval  j 
the  luw,  he  restored  the  servire  of  the  synBgogoek^  [ 
Matlathias,  who  was  a  rery  old  man,  liad  scarcfli 


prul 


answerinfc  that  ib«y  would  r»ilter  die  ilinn  fon 
of  ll>eir  tio<l,  be  thereon  Iniil  »jfgi<>  to  the  c»ve  whicb, 
potMMed  ibrmspivvB  or,  oniilting  oil  otiirr  hostltUU 
next  labbath.  rxp«ct[n(r  ih«n  to  ranHirr  ihnii  wilhuul  resist 
■0  It  RccuiillngI)'  lia|i|irii<:tl,  Fur  titcy  ihrn  rvruklny,  out  i 
icrupuluoft  zml  for  tlic  ob»riTaocc  ot  that  day,  to  do  ftu] 
tlii'lr  owndeft-nce;  ¥ilica  faUvnoiiby  lite  eucitiy,  were  all  CM 
wonirn,  am)  ol)ililri*ii,  wittioulone  being  kparvd  of  lb*  wj 
party.  FruiTi  Ibislini**,  bowvtvr,  MnllfilliinBabaii>lo»rd  tU| 
aadbcld  tlial  tU«  Uwitf  Itiu  Hbbnth  iuiiuchacB&«didaotl| 
II.  320>  Wbal  would  UieBc  cuuuiicnlioiis  Jew«  liita  ihoW 
modem  warriors,  who  seem  lo  pr«(*r  a  mbbath  day  for  t| 
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th0  work  of  [lurificatiuu,  wheu  be  fuuutl  ibe  lime  of  his 
departure  was  at  liuid ;  ond,  iberffnre^  cilUnj;  hU  fivf  suns 
together,  thus  addM«e<)  ihem ;  **  Now  Italli  pride  and  rebuke 
gotten  itren^^h,  and  iho  tinio  of  destruction,  and  the  wnith 
of  Indignatiun  -  now  tlierefure,  my  suuk,  be  y<^  zealotu  for  the 
law,  and  give  your  lives  far  tite  cnvenant  of  your  fiithert. 
Call  to  remembraoce  what  acta  our  failters  did  in  their  time: 
to  aiiall  yo  receive  ^at  honour  and  an  everlasting  nagw. ' 
Was  not  Abrabam  found  faithful  in  temptation,  and  it  wM 
imputed  unto  him  fur  righteousneaB  ?  Joseph,  in  the  time  of  I 
his  dii)trei»i»,  ke[)t  the  cuuiiiiunduieot,  and  was  niadu  lord  of' 
Cg^'pi.  Fhineujs,  our  Either,  in  being  zealous  and  fervoolf 
obtained  (he  covenant  of  an  everlasting  prie-iUliood.  Joshua, 
for  fiitfilUng  the  word,  waa  made  a  judge  in  Israel,  Caleb, 
for  Ijearing  witness  Ix-fore  the  congregation,  received  ilie 
lieritage  of  the  land,  David,  fur  beia»^  nK>rcifu)»  possewted  the 
throne  uf  an  everlasting  kingilom.  Ellas,  for  bcbi^  zealow 
and  fervent  for  the  hiw,  was  taken  up  into  heaven.  Ananiaa, 
Azuriiis,  and  Mimtel,  by  believing,  were  saved  out  of  the 
flame.  Daniel,  for  hta  innoeency,  was  delivered  from  the 
mouittfi  of  HouK.  And  thus  cntisidiT  yo  (hronghout  all  ages, 
that  none  that  put  their  trust  in  him  shall  Im  overcome. 
Fear  not,  then,  the  word*  of  a  sinful  man  ;  fur  his  glivr  i^iall 
bt  duu;;  and  wumw.  To-day  ho  shall  1>c  lifl^l  up,  and  to- 
■orrow  |i»  iihal)  not  Iw  found ;  because  be  is  return<?d  into 
his  dust,  and  bis  tbuugbt  is  come  to  nuthin;:.  \V)tprvrnn\  yn 
my  SOfia,  be  valiant,  und  shew  youiwlves  mtni  in  the  behalf 
of  the  law;  for  by  it  shall  ye  obtain  glory.  And,  beholdtl 
know  that  your  brotlier  Simon  is  a  man  of  emnisel;  give  ear 
unio  him  atwnv  :  )i«>  shall  In*  a  father  unto  you.  As  for  Judas 
Maecalxeus,  he  bath  l>een  ntighty  and  strong,  even  from  his 
youth  up;  h-\  him  Ua  your  captain,  and  fight  the  battle  of 
people.  Take  also  unto  you  all  those  Ibat  observe  the  1 
and  avenge  ye  Iho  wrong  of  your  people.     Recompense  ( 
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the  heatbeu,  and  lake  heed  lo  the  commandiufMits  of  tbe  Uw/* 
So  he  blcised  them,  and  was  gathered  lo  liiij  fathers.* 

Accordingly,  u|Mn  the  decease  uf  hU  father,  Judas  aaamed 
the  govemmont  and  direction  uf  his  fauiily  and  conntr^mea. 
and  erected  a  standard,  with  the  motto  *'  Wht>  is  like  unto 
ibec  among' tbe  gods,  O  Jehuvah;"t  whence  Judas  and  fai^| 
brethren  were  theuccfurth  denominated  Maccadei^.^  ^B 

Judos  lost  no  time  in  endeavouriag^  to  complete  the  grvtl 
work  which  his  father  had  liegun ;  and  having  extirpated  i 
idolaters,  with  their  vessels  and   iiten^iiU,   he   fortified   Ih 
towns,  rebuilt  the  fortresses,  and  placed  strong  g'arnaou  i 
(he  cities  of  Judah,  for  their  protection  and  dofonce;    tnl 
soon  became  so   powerful,   that    he   vanqiii8ln>d    and  rie# 
Apollooius  and  Scron,  two  commanders  of  Antiochus,  in  1« 
sucregsive  battles.g 

When  that  monarch  first  heard  of  these  prorecdinpt  af 
Judas,  and  the  defeat  of  his  generals,  he  was  celebrating 
certain  games  at  Daphne,  near  Antioch,  in  imitation  of  the 
Roman  triumphs;  and  in  whieb  he  ^avo  himself  up  to 
eveiy  possible  excess  of  laxury,  and  the  most  disguiiii^ 
debauchery.il 

In  the  fierceness  of  hts  rage,  he  di^ntebcd  first  Ntcan 
and   aHerwanls    Lysias,   with    jarjje    amiics,   and    poeitiT 
instructions  to  extiug-uish  the  whole  Jewish  nation.     Judv^J 
however,  wuB  enabled  to  defeat  all  cheir  uincfainations; 
be  not  only  defeated  Nicanor  at  Emmaus,  and  l-yr— 
Bethsura,  but  also  Timothcas  and  nacchides,  two  other  lien- 


ismH 


•   I  Mace.  ii.  W~m.      .  t  Exod.  xr.  U. 

i  Tlifl  lli-bfew  words  In  ElusUsh  tru  thuk ;  Ml  Canio-ka  OaeUo 
JeboTab,  wltrncc  MCRJ  ;  and  whrre  see  also  niniiy  uthcr  IntUmoe 
of  JawUh  nain«»  formed  rrooi  iailial  tellers,  u  KntitliBni  for  MklmcK  , 
Dld««,  Ac     Prid.  il.  SM.  »A. 

4  PrId.  ji.  ?iO,  «90.  II  Prid.  ii.  S80,  £30. 
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tenauts  of  Uie  Syriao  motiArch ;  and  upon  each  uccasiun  with 
an  immense  (iesinirrion  of  ihe  heathen  amiies.* 

This  r\tr.iortlinary  hero,  having  thus  driven  all  the  hostile 
forces  out  of  his  country,  proceeded  to  JeruHalem ;  and 
bavin;^  appointed  priesta,  ael  about  clearing  the  sanctuary, 
removing  the  rubbish,  and  restoring  the  city  and  tenipli>,  and 
the  worship  of  Jehovah,  to  their  former  condition;  and  re- 
newed tbe  ceremoDy  of  dedicatiooi  by  a  relig:ious  feslivat  of 
eig-ht  days*  coatinaanee.f 

The  S\Tian  giarrison,  however,  who  still  retained  posseasion 
of  ihu  fortress  which  ApoUoiiius  bad  built  on  uumnt  Acra, 
^ave  these  piuiu  Jews  ^^at  annoyance;  wherefore  Judaa 
ahnt  them  up  within  their  walls,  and  raiBi*d  and  fortified  the 
noantain  of  the  house,  so  as  to  protect  his  people.^ 

TIk'  ldurnteans,g  too,  haling  shewn  themselves  great 
enemies  to  ihe  Jews,  he  fortilied  Bethsnra  as  a  barrier  against 
tbe  inroads  from  those  people,  who  now  had  ^t  posseesion 
of  Hi*bron,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  tribe  ofJndah.lt 

The  surrounding  nations  wert>  much  excited  with  envy  and  ' 
hatred  at  the  restoration  of  the  Jews,  and  were  upon  tbe 
puiiit  of  forming  a  conspiracy  with  Antiochui,  for  tbe  ruin 
and  deslnicliou  of  their  name  and  nation  ;  when  God  saw  fit 
to  arrvsl  llmt  impious  monarch  whilst  threatonins:  them  with 
wralb  and  destruction,  and  dorlaring  bi>  would  bury  the 
whole  nation  in  one  common  pTave,  in  ihcir  own  city.  Whilst 
tfans  breathing  oat  slaughter  and  wickedness,  God  saw  fit  lo 

•  Prid.  II.  980— M6.  t  PriJ.  II.  a87— 840. 

*  PrU.  II.  Ml.  Bra  pinna  of  the  city  of  Jtrmlem  In  Wvtli' 
Oeo^rapby,  JolUffe's  Inters,  And  Bnckhighsni's  TrireU  In  Pales* 
Uaa. 

4  Not  tka  Id— ans  or  Edomltw  of  the  Old  Testamrot.   IMd.i.t9. 
il.«41. 
Prid.  it  Stt.    Ai  10  tbe  actaal  positloD  of  tUs  city,  B«e  2  Mace. 
ii.  6. 
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arrest  his  process;  for  he  had  hurdly  uttered  the  threat  when 
he  wxs  soizeti  wiih  a  horrible  and  incurable  disorder ;  %'«r* 
min  issuing  frntn  his  liudy,  which  he  mv*  rutting;  from  day  lo 
day  before  his  eyes.* 

Nor  was  llie  Maje»ty  of  Heaven  iinti^Aed  with  thus  sifrnAl'y 
disamiiu^  and  punishinff  this  atrocious  persenitor,  but 
strained  hiui,  ia  his  lost  agonies,  to  ncknowh'dire  the  stroi 
hand  uf  him  whom  he  had  dared  to  defy,  wIhkh*  altar*  he 
ventured  (u  pulhile,  and  upon  whose  chuseo  ooes  he  had  pnv 
sumcd  to  Iraotple.     "  Nuw  1  remember  the  evihi  that  I  did  ax 
Jerusalem,  and  that  I  took  all  the  vessels  of  ^old  and  sJIrerH 
that   were   therein,  and    sent  lo  destroy  the  inhahliants  f/^ 
Judea  witbuut  a  cause.     I  [lerceive,  therefore,  that  far  tkii 
cause  these  troubles  are  come  upon  ue ;   and,  behold,  1  perisb 
through  gtvai  grief  in  a  strange  land."')' 

Thus,  in  more  modem  times,  another  infidel,  wlulsi  m« 
piring  in  agonies,  amidst  the  polluted,  though  lieautifiil. 
groves  of  Fcrney,  woji  n(  lost  eom{)elk'd  to  exclaim  ;  Ah  !  the 
Galilean,  he  iu  too  strong  fur  ine'.^  Thus,  too,  duce  Jebonh 
compel  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  hini,  and  the  reniaindcr 
thereof  (liies  lie  restrain  ;ti  aud  thus,  when  the  king«  of  the 
earth  iset  themselves,  and  the  rulers  take  counsel  to^vtliari 
agaiust  the  LunI,  and  against  his  anointed,  does  he 
sitlcth  in  the  heavens  laugh,  aud  Jehovah  himself  has  tfa< 
iu  derUiou.Jt 

Ptolemy  Macron,  who  bad  been  another  great  pgracctilBt 


I 

nhatM 

tlucfl 

tfaoa^ 


•    Prid.  li.  .ii2— 2U. 
t   1  Mae«.  fl.  1%  IS.     The  Jewa  lit  JeniMlm  wrote  a  Uttur  t*l 
llieir  brctlirvR  in  G^^'Pt,  congratulaliiiK  ttieni  u|iud  the  tlmbof  tbtti 
lymnt,  ntkicli  H'liiituii  cuunidur:!  Buihentlr.     S  Mace.  i.     WhIsiODt ' 
1.  tfUO.     He*  0«a.  ftl.  &e.  ■»  lo  llie  kings  of  Ihe  north  aad  the  toulk* 
illutnrated  by  Prid.  U.  948.  and  Keith,  pp.  300.  44^. 

t  Barrael.  vol.  i.  Sd3.  M7.  SOi.  300.  (  Ps.  Ixrrl.  10 

I  P*.  ii.  9.  ^ 
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of  the  Jews,  altbougfa  lallvrly  he  had  ithcwn  ihem  some  favoiirt 
met  with  a  miserable  death  soon  alU>r  the  accession  of  the 
new  Koverci^n  of  Syria,  Atitiorhiu  Eufialnr,  the  son  uf  the 
iaM  monarch;  for  being  lainiind  on  account  of  his  rarioiis 
acts  ofpii.'tl  treachery,  and  deprired  of  h\\  his  places,  he  poi- 
soned himself  in  despair.* 

The  dcitlli,  however,  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  bad  not  M  ' 
broken  «p  the  confederacy*  but  that  many  of  the  neighbounn^ 
heathen  committed  ^reat  ravages  amongst  the  Jews;  and 
panirnlarly  the  E<lomilPs,  under  the  command  of  Gor^aa, 
the  guvenntr  uf  Syria,  had  duuf  them  much  niisrhief.  Ju- 
das Maccaboemi,  therefore,  directed  hisattention  chiefly  to  this 
nation,  and  having;  fallen  in  with  them  at  Acrabattene,  he 
slew  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  of  them.  He  also  defeated 
the  Beanitf.'s,  anuther  IrilH'.  uf  lituiiii'ji,  and  liaviuji;  taken  two 
of  their  furtn;ases,  put  to  death  twt*uty  ihuu&iind  of  that  iHbe.'f 

The  Jewish  hero  then  paiisini;  over  Jordan,  had  many 
severe  cx>nflicts  with  the  Ammunttpa,  and  having  slain  great 
nnml>ers  of  them,  took  Jazar  and  the  villages  in  the  vicinitv, 
and  then  retunied  to  Judea.^ 

Tiniutlteus,  anuther  lieutenant  of  the  kin^  of  Syria,  having' 
oollectetl  a  large  army  and  invaded  Judea,  with  the  determina- 
tion of  exterminating  the  Jewf),  was  successfully  encountered 
by  Judas,  who  view  Iweniy-onc  thousand  uf  his  eueniics; 
and  having  taken  Gazara,  a  city  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  slew  ' 
Timotheiis,  his  hrotlier  Cbereas,  and  ApoUopbanes,  another 
of  the  S\Tian  generals.§ 

Prcviotu  to  this  last  twitle,  Judas  and  bis  army  turned 
themsrlvra  to  pray  unto  God,  and  sprinkletl  earth  upon  their 
hcatlit,  and  girded  iheir  loins  with  sackcloth,  and  fell  down  at 
the  fool  of  the  allmr,  and  l>esought  him  to  be  merciful  !•>  them. 


Prid.  M-  «A&. 


*  Prid.  u.  asa. 

t  Prld.U.l»a«. 


t  Prid.  U.  SAO. 
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and  to  be  aa  eaemy  to  their  enemies,  and  an  advenmy  to 
their  adversaries,  as  llie  law  declarclh.* 

Aiiuther  rontedcTacy  was  afltfrwards  Toniied  ajDongsl  tfa 
heathen  who  resided  near  ti>  Gilead,  and  who  invaded  Tofa, 
and  dew  one  thousand  of  tin*  Ji-ws,  and  took  llieir  goods  far 
a  spoil,  and  oarritHl  their  wives  and  children  into  cAptivitr. 
Others  of  the  Jews  fleeing^  to  the  fortress  of  DatiwDka,  in 
GiJcad,  were  liesieged  by  a  aucccsrar  of  Timotbcua ;  and  at 
the  sinie  tUiie  the  tnhabituDbt  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  and  Ploleoui^ 
int'adt^  CiuliLee.  Tu  uiect  aad  dissolve  thLi  couibiiutioii^ 
Judas  marched  hioasclf  with  eight  thousand  mco  to  Dillinma. 
tidtin^  in  his  way  Bossora,  and  coming  uncxpcctedlj  D|Ma 
the  besiegers,  routed  tbein  with  great  sl.iu^ite^;  and  aArr- 
wards  took  the  cities  of  Maspha,  Casphon,  Muled,  Bosor.  mad 
all  the  other  citiefl  of  Gilead,  slayinEi:  all  tht;  males  andaettivif 
the  cities  on  fire,  as  he  had  done  at  BossDra.f 

Sinitm  Marcahseus  liavin^  at  the  sanie  tinic  narched  into 
Gaiilee,  slew  ^eat  numbem  of  the  eneQiy,  aitd  drure  thtm  wp 
to  the  gatira  of  Ptolcmais,  and  brought  with  him  back  la  tha 
land  of  Jiiihih  all  his  ufllitifd  and  persecuted  bretlinm,  wilii 
their  families  an4l  pro|)erty.:^ 

But  Joseph  and  Azahas,  two  utlier  brothers  of  tbia  barac 
fiimily,  wfaoiii  Judas  bad  leA  to  gimrd  Jerusalem,  with  strict 
injunctions  not  to^  engage  in  any  enterprise  durioy  his 
absence,  disobeyed  those  orders;  and*  by  an  injudictona  ua]» 
ondertook  an  expedition  ag;un8t  Jamnia,  a  sea  port  on  tb« 
Mediterranean,  when  they  were  defeated  by  Gvi^ias,  with 
the  loss  of  twt>  tfaitufland  inen.§ 

But  their  dilKculties  were  not  yet  at  an  end ;  for  Ljnaiaa, 
who  was  R^ent  of  8rm  during  the  minority  of  Auliochua 
EapotDTp  collected  an  anny  of  eighty  thousand  men,  and 


I 


•  1  Maw.  t.  U.  96.    Eiod.  xxUt.  72.  f  Prid.  it  'U6. 

X  Pfid.  11.  'iae.  (  Prid.  II.  MP. 
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cigbiy  elophanis,  besides  cavalry,  and  invading  Jwlm,  laid 
sii^gc  to  Brthsura;  but  Judiut  foil  upon  ibU  vast  bust  wilb  his 
veteran  troops^  and  slew  mure  Iban  twelve  thousand,  and  put 
all  the  rest  to  flight* 

By  this  victory,  Judas  purchased  a  abort  brcaihing;  time 
for  himself  and  bis  brethren  ;  for  Lysias.  through  tlie  media- 
tion of  tbo  Roman  ambasitadors,  Q.  Meuimiud,  and  Titus 
Mnnlius,  wbo  then  sojourned  at  the  court  of  Eupator, 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  him,  which  was  confirmed  by  tbe 
soverci^,  wbereby  his  father's  decree  enjoining  uniformity 
was  rcsciiKlcd,  and  liberty  granted  to  the  Jews  to  worship 
God,  according  to  tbe  dictates  uf  their  own  couscieuces.f 

But  the  enmity  of  the  neighbouring  nations  was  not  yet 
subdued :  and  when  indeed  is  the  enmity  of  tbe  world  against ! 
t^  church  of  God  subdued  ;  fur  in  not  the  carnal  heart  con* 
fltenlly  in  enmity,  yea,  enmity  itself  against  God?^  Thus  on 
tbe  departure  uf  Lysias,  tbo  inhabitants  of  Joppa  threw  two 
hundred  of  tbe  Jews  who  dwelled  in  that  cily  into  the  sea;  , 
whereupon  Judas  entered  their  city  by  night,  burned  tbciy 
shipping,  and  slew  all  the  inhabitants;  and  ioBiclcd  a  similar 
pninishment  upon  tbe  Jumniles,  who  were  Daaking  prcparatioik  ^ 
for  committing  othtT  acts  of  cruelty.^ 

Timotbuus,  one  of  the  sons  of  Gennxus,  baving  oppressed 
tlie  Jews  of  Gilead,  Judas  proceedetl  to  their  help  ;  when  be 
was  encountered  by  a  band  of  fire  thousand  Arabians,  whom 
be  dt'fiiitcd  and  received  into  alliance.  The  inbabitania  of 
Caspts  having  also  opposed  bim,Judastook  tbeir  cily,slewtbe 
inhabitants,  and  taking  away  great  spoils,  utterly  destroyed 


•  Pria.  ii.  200.  t   Prill.  U.  two. 

X  Rom.  «H|.  7.      James,  Iv.  4. 

f   |*rid.  ii.  '2fl2.     He  caroe  upon  Ihc  Jninnilca  also  by  ntght.  and 

f«t  Arc  on  the  liaten  aoU  tbe  nsvy,  bo  tluit  ihv  light  of  iIih  flru  wma 

letD  at  Jeruaalein,  two  hundred  and  forty  furlongt.  t  Msec.  sli.  0. 
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Ihe  pUce.  AJvancine:  to  Caraca,  in  ibe  land  of  Tob,  be 
fuunil  TiniDtliPtia  huil  (le|>arttMl  thence ;  nnd  ilierefore,  leavin^^ 
DositheibB  nnd  Sosipator,  two  of  fain  cHptuiu,  tu  subdue  th^^ 
intermediate  fpirrisons,  wlilch  they  accotnpUsbed  uid 
slew  ten  thousand  men,  he  marfhwi  himself  in  puntxit  of 
Timothetis.  The  hostile  uniiics  encamped  neorearh  other 
at  a  place  calle<1  Kapha,  on  the  Imrders  of  tlie  river  Jabboc; 
when  Judaji  defentecl  Tiniulhetta  with  the  lo«  of  thiity  tboa* 
sand  men,  thut  general  himself  in  his  tii<rht  falling;  into  th« 
hands  of  Dosttheus  and  Susipator,  a»  they  were  procefrdin^ 
to  join  the  main  anuy.  Having'  promised  to  relcoaa  many 
Jpws  who  weifl  the  relalinii  of  the  iifliren  in  the  array,  they 
sttfTered  him  to  escape;  Init  JitduK  procetnled  to  Camioa,  a 
strong  city  of  Gilead,  where  Tjmotheus  had  lodged  }ii» 
women  and  children  for  safety^  and  wlicn  he  slew  them  all, 
with  twptily-tive  thousand  more  of  the  iroops  which  had  fled 
thitherafler  the  battle,  setting  fire  to  the  temple  of  AtBx;gati8.* 
Then  aillecting  all  the  Jew^  who  were  in  Gilead  and  tlw 
ricinily,  he  carried  Ihcm  back  with  him  into  Judc*,  asd 
planted  them  in  the  desolate  places  of  Judnh.  The  atrMg 
city  of  lipbnm  lying  in  his  way,  bo  willed  tu  hawpiasd 
through  it  in  a  peaceable  manner,  bat  being  refiued,  ud 
finding  no  other  roovenieut  passage,  be  was  obliged  to 
storm  the  place ;  nnd  putting  twi^nty-five  thousand  mdes  lo  Ibc 
tword,  took  their  spoils,  nnd  razed  the  city,  and  miurddif 


•  ThU  deiljr  I4  by  Slrabo  (Hh.  la.  p.  748.)  inlil  to  he  «  9; 
goddess.  Pliny  01b.  0.  c28.)  taith  that  she  was  the  simfi  wtib 
e«l«.  oAil  h*  l«IU  ut  (c.  IS.)  tbst  she  «u  wonblppod  at  Jopis, 
Fbccnicla.  Diodorui  Siculus  (lib.  S.)  aailh  tlut  she  was  worshlppad 
In  Aseolon,  and  wst  there  reprcacotrd  by  sn  image  hnrlng  the  fom 
ofa  womBD  in  tlie  upper  part,  and  that  ofa  Ash  in  ihe  lower  part 
Hence  ihit  deity  I4  cotijeelureil  lo  have  been  the  same  with  Usfea 
of  tha  Fliiliatioes.    See  AMvo  dc  Dlls  Srrls,  syntac.  t.  e.  S.    PkM. 

ik.mt. 
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over  the  buHietf  of  ihe  tilain,  rerrnssed  ihe  Jordan  iiilo  the 
pUiiis  of  Ui'lhsaii,*  and  tliouce  returned  lu  Jorushleiu. 

On  ruturiiinj;  into  tlic  city  of  Ibeir  Others,  JuiUu  and 
all  bis  army  went  up  tu  ttm  leR)pk<,  and  offeroil  up  a  public 
thanksgiving  tu  Gud  for  their  extraordinary  8ucix>!$St  not 
haring  Um  a  titiigle  man  ihiring  their  whole  expedition;  to 
Diercifully  had  their  God  dealt  with  them,  and  so  siDg;ularly 
had  he  manifested  hia  providential  cjire  for  their  protection, t 

AfWr  celebrating  the  fcaat  of  Pentecost,  Judaa  marched 
a^nst  Gorg;ia£  and  the  IduniivanB^  who  during  his  alnietic? 
bad  coimuitted  inroads  upon  Ihe  Jen  i?>h  territorie8>  and  wbutu 
Ik  di<featcd,  Gor^iiLs  e.scaping  with  ditlicultytuMarisa.  lathis 
bailie,  however,  several  Jew«  were  stain ;  hut  when  Judas  uud 
his  army  proceeded  to  collect  the  dead  bodies  for  buriul,  they 
fuuud  that  ovory  one  of  them  had  stM-ri'ted  npon  their  persons, 
tiome  uf  thn  thiu^g  which  were  deiUcated  to  the  idols  uf  the 
heathen,  and  which,  though  taken  as  spoila,werc  forbidden  bjr ' 
the  law^  to  be  kept  fur  use;  and  thus  discovering  how  iheMC 
uuhitppyJewa  had  s:icri(iced  themselves  tu  the  love  of  unlaw*  i 
fut  gain,  they  praised  God  with  fear  and  nverenre;   anil| 
nakiog  a  collection   amongst   the  army  of  (wo   thuu»und  ' 
dncliQia  of  ailvor,  Jufla»  scut  it  lu  Jerusalem  to  provide  itin  ' 
ofleriuga,  there  to  be  offered  up  for  the  expiation  of  thiaolfeuco, 
that  wrath  might  out  full  npun   Ihe  whole  congregation   of 
Israel,  as  i(  had  furuiorly  done  in  the  cace  of  Achan.§ 

•  Tfini  called  Scythepolle ;   1heJMr«wh#reQfKaflB|jr»Ul«1llio» 
the    iiihaliitants    hail   dealt    tovingty     wilti    ttirm,    hdiI    cutretlpd 
lh#iii  klnttly  In  thr  llm»  t*t  thrlr  nHvprsilj:,  they  give  ttirtn  itiRDtES^ 
desiring  Iheni  to  be  friendly  still  unlu  tbcv.     S  Mace.  x\\.  SO,  SI. 
t  Priti  it.  262—^4-  t  Doul.  vii.  Vi.  'i&. 

^    A  ttrikiDg  rxiiDple  of  tlie  letcrirT   or  Ood'«   iliaplnaiur*  ' 
ifalnst  this  bIo  is  exiiibltrd  in  the;  history  of  thesoa  or  Zonh  ; 
(Joah.  xii,  16.)  and  who  is  tflcrwMdi  held  up  ■•  «n  exBni|ila  to 
E     all  nticfghteoDt,  covetous,  and  dlihonMt  penons.    Josh.  ull.  30. 
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Judiis  tbeii  proceeded  to  Hebron,  lite  capital  of  Id 
aiu\  iHsnisntlod  that  city  and  the  neighbouring  towns ; 
hnvin^  taken  Azotus,  or  Ashdod,*  he  pulled  down  the  altanof 
the  huatheii,  bnmed  their  rarrt^d  images,  and  retacned 
Jadea,  luden  with  thu  spoils  of  bis  enenuc8.t 

This  splendid  tide  of  success,  however,  for  some 
which  Ihe  authors  of  the  book  of  Maccabees  do  not  explain, 
watt  destined  to  receive  a  serious  check;  for  Judas  tiodiiig 
thai  tbe  Syriun  garrison  which  had  all  alon^  retained  pos- 
session of  the  fortress  of  Acra^  in  the  heart  of  Jenisalem,  and 
which  occasioned  the  Jews  considerable  lo&s  and  incoD- 
venience,  he  set  himself  in  earnest  to  reduce  them  both 
assault  and  famine.  Ainonpit  the  garrison  were  some  a 
Jews,  who  justly  apprehending  that  if  they  fell  intotlie  ki 
of  the  Maccabees,  they^vould  meet  with  no  mercy,  contriTod 
to  make  their  escape,  and  fled  to  the  court  of  Antioch ;  when 
representing  the  dangerous  state  to  which  the  Syrians 
Acra  were  reduced,  Antioehus  Eiipator  assemhlod  an  ii 
mense  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  foot,  twenty  thoimiij 
horse,  thirty-two  elephants,  and  three  hundred  armed 
chariots,  under  the  coDimand  of  himself  and  Lysias,  and 
passing  intn  Idume.i,  laid  siege  tu  Dethsura.  JudaaaaaemMed 
his  forces,  which  were  Gir  infiTJor  in  number,  to  meet 
mighty  host;  and  in  a  grand  attack  slew  four  tboanand 
them,  bnt  upon  encountering  them  the  next  day,  was  obU£«4 
to  retrvat  into  Jenisalem.  Tn this  iMttle  Eleazar  M.iccabflpU8  kiit 
his  life;  forgetting  uuderau  elephant,  upon  which  be  ihougfct 
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1  Chron.  it.  7.    And,  do  doobt.  In  tnaoy  Instances  wTi«rr  the  pcopU 
of  GdiI  rtll  Into  dlstresi,  if  a  itrirl  nrraiiny  were  to  take  pUe«,  mmd* 
unUwfui  Hnrrartil  or  wedge  of  gold  would  be  found  in  itie  ranp. 
•  See  llic  prophecies  as  in  Aiitidod  and  I'hIllMia  hi  ^enrnl,  and  lu 
present  sUte,  illustrated  and  exhibited  by  Ketlh,  p|>.  liM — 1M4. 
t  PHd.  ii.  S0». 
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Antiochus  was  mnuotcd,  he  thnigt  his  8|>ear  into  the  animal's 
belly,  a.mi  was  killwl  by  its  immense  weight,  in  fulling 
duwD  dead  from  ihe  woun<l.  Antior.hiis  then  resiinii^t  the 
siege  of  BelhiDura,  which  falling  short  uf  provision.1,  and  after 
u  moHt  vi;;urouB  defence,  surrendered  upon  au  honourable 
capitiilaiion.* 

Autiochus  then  marched  to  Jenisalem,  and  hosiegwl  ihe 
sancluoT)';  bill  when  the  besieged  were  almost  n-duccd  to  tba  j 
same  necessities  as  their  brethren  in  Bethsura,  the  besiegers 
wen>  diverted  from  their  purpose  by  informntioii  wliirh  Lyaiasl 
receive<l,  that  Philip,  whom  Aiitloehu.s  Epiphanes  Imd  made 
guardian  of  bis  infant  son,  bad  taken  advantage  oftheab- 
acDOe  of  the  army  from   Anliocb^  seizef)  u|>on  the  capital, 
and  asAuriiiH)  the  n*iii.s  of  ^Ternmenl.     Having  tlierefiirc 
made  a  hasty,  but    for  the  Jews   an   honourable  peace,  he 
was    admitletl    within    the   furtiticatiuns  of  the  sanctuary  ; 
Init  when  he  anw  how  strong  tliey  wen*,  contrary  to  hia  oatb, 
be  onlered  them  to  l>e  all  pulle<l  down  and  destroyed,  before  J 
blB  departure  for  Syria.f 

Menelaus  had  accompftnied  AtiUorhuii  in  this  expe<lition,  j 
Id  expectation  of  Itcing  restored  to  his  ofTia!  of  high  priest; 
but  when  Lyslas  consiilered  all  the  diliirulties  and  incou- 
veniences  uf  the  wur,  and  (hat  thia  wicked  person  had  been 
the  chief  catisc  of  it,  he  acciisiHl  him  to  the  king-,  who,  there- 
upon, coadenuipd  him  to  ilealh,  and  caused  him  to  be 
«mothere<l  in  a  tower  of  iwlie*,  at  Berhoca,  a  city  of  SyriiU* 

tpun  the  death  of  Meoelaus  tlte  uicriHl  otficv  was  (^ranlt^Hl 


•  Pfld.  W.  2flfl.  t  PHiI.  II.  207. 

J  Aleppo.  TblftwuapuDiiliinent  iheimiicdforsaerilcgA,  tr«sMn, 
■ni)  •uch  other  (ireal  crime*.  Prid.  11.  267.  A  liigli  lower  t>eiDg 
IIIImI  a  (trrftt  way  up  with  ashes,  Ihc  criminal  «««  from  ihc  lop  i 
thrown  down  headlong  Into  ihtn,  sad  tlierc  h«d  the  ashei  by  s  wticct 
coBthisalljr  stirred  op  and  r*U«d  sboat  bioi,  till  ho  wa«  luffocated 
ROddM.     Prid.  1.460.    '/MaCc.lHlA. 
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to  AlcimuB,  OT  Jacimns,  a  person  nearly  as  wicked  as  his  pre- 
decessor ;  whereupon,  Onias,  the  son  of  him  of  that  name,  who 
at  the  instigation  of  Menelaus  had  been  slain  at  Antiocfa, 
and  who  ought  to  hare  succeeded  him,  exasperated  at  the  in- 
justice which  was  done  him,  fled  from  Antioch,  where  be  then 
reaided,  to  the  court  of  Egypt,  and  obtained  the  bvoor  of 
Ptolemy  Pbilometer,  and  of  his  queen  Cleopatra.* 

Demetrius  Soter,  who  was  heirf  to  the  throne  of  Syria, 
having  made  his  esc^e  from  Rome,  was  almost  immediatdy 
acknowledged  as  sovereign  at  Antioch,  and  forthwith  pot 
to  ^ath  both  Antiochus  Eupator  and  his  tutor  Lyuas.^ 

Alcimus,  the  new  high  priest,  having  in  various  ways  pol- 
luted bioiself  by  conforming  to  the  heathen  idolatries,  collected 
as  many  of  the  apostate  Jews  as  he  could  assemUe ;  and  pre- 
sented himself  to  Demetrius,  with  complaints  against  Judas 
and  his  brethren,  ailing  that  they  slew  manyof  the  king's 
friends,  and  banished  others,  including  themselves,  lor  no 
other  reason  than  because  they  had  obeyed  the  edicts  of  Anti- 
ochua  ErJJphanps.     rrircHl  by  this  representation^  the  S\Tiaii 
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monarch  sent  Bacrbides  with  a  large  amiy  into  Jmlea^  acxxtm* 
puiinl  by  Atciiniu,  wbotn  he  cuulinui>d  in  the  office  uf  the 
high  pri««t.  They  at  fint  proceeded  by  artifice,  and,  under 
an  oath  of  peace  and  amity,  drew  several  of  the  AsidEeaiu 
into  llicir  soarc,  whom  Alciiuus  immediutety  slew;  but  Judas 
and  bis  companiooH  cautioush'  kept  alouf.  Bacchides  en- 
caniiMxl  for  some  time  ui  Bezepli,  and  cumuiitled  many 
atrocities;  after  which  he  uilhdrew  into  SjTia,  and  left  part 
of  his  forrea  with  Alcimutj,  who  excited  groat  commotions, 
and  did  much  mischief.  Judas  having,  however,  on  llie 
dqnrtUTo  of  the  Syrian  general,  marched  out  with  his  troops 
and  punisbud  thusc  cities  and  districlB  which  had  revolted, 
Alcimus  was  airaid  to  meet  him  in  the  tiold,  and  fled  to 
Antioch ;  and  presenting  Dt^motrius  with  a  crown  of  (^Id  and 
other  gifts,  renewed  his  coinftlaiots  against  JuiIas,  assuring 
him  that  as  long  as  Juda^  Miiceabxus  lived,  the  king's 
authurity  would  never  become   established  in  that  country. 

Ueflietrius  influenced  by  these  suggestions,  and  the  advice  uf 
his  courtien,  ordered  Nicanor  with  another  army  to  proceed 
lo  Jiidea,  and  destroy  both  Jiid:u  and  his  fullowors.  That 
officer,  however,  being  convinced  by  past  experience  that  it 
was  much  easier  lo  phuj  such  matters  at  Antioch,  than  to 
exenile  theni  in  Judea,  commenced  a  negociation  with  the 
Jewish  leader,  and  having  luet  and  conversed  in  a  friendly 
way,  soon  scttlnl  the  preliminnrics  of  a  treaty  of  peace;  but 
Alrimua,  the  arch-herelic,  no  Hoonnr  discovered  thepi^aceable 
disjM>siiii)ns  of  Nirnnur,  but  he  posted  away  again  t<j  Autioch, 
■od  so  iiilltieucetl  the  min<]  of  Demetrius,  ihnt  he  refused  to 
Mtify  tht'  treaty  into  which  Nicanor  had  entered,  and  dis- 
patched poaitive  instructions  to  that  officer,  to  pnwucule  a 
belhitn  intemecinuiu  ftgninst  Judn*  nnd  his  brethren.* 

Forgetting  the  honourable  principles  by  which  he  bad  boon 


•  Pri.l.  H.  27t 
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SO   lately  actaatedy  and  altanrlonin^  (hose  which  on|^ht 
govorn  A  nubte-ininde<l   and   generous  suldier»   Uic 
Syrian  atlcmpted  tu  inveigle  Judas  into  his  power,  by  in 
viting  liini  to  a  renewal  of  the  late  conference;  but  Jud 
discovering;  tlmt  im  ambush  was  laid  for  him,  avoided  lli 
snaro.     The  first  action  which  took  place  between  them  wa 
at  Capbarsaloma ;  when  Nicanor,  having  lost  five  thoiu 
men,  retreated   to  Jerusalem.*     Nicanor  ihen  went  to 
mouuliiin  of  the  temple,  and  deniandt^l  that  Judas  and  hii 
host  should  be  delivered  up  to  liiio ;  threatening  Ihetn,  ia* 
case  of  refusal,  that  be  would  on  liin  retiini  ptill  down  the 
altar,  bum  the  temple,  and  erect  thereon  a  temple  to  Baccha 
in  its  stead ;   u&tng  many   blasphemous  expressions,   alik 
against  the  temple  and  the  God  of  the  temple.     The  pioa 
Jews  l)etook  themselves  to  their  strong  hold— prayer  to  Je 
hovah  of  Hosts — nor  without  avail;  for  Nicanor,  having  i| 
a  rage  led  his  troops  forthwith  against  Judas,  waa  daiii  U 

*  Beinsmucbeiirafroil  by  mpaasofthl*  defcal.  Nicanor  Brn  «tAHii 
bis  wrath  on  Rozis,  in  etnlneat  aud  hnnourable  scoalor  of  the  J 
■ro&tu,  called  the  Sftnhe<lrini.  For  finding  tliai  he  was  much  houou. 
aad  biiloTod  by  the  J«wa,  not  onl>  by  rrnsoa  of  his  steady  and  eoi 
slant  p«raevrrance  in  hU  rellfflon  through  the  worst  or  tbors,  bi 
aUo  bfcaime  of  th«  iT'^od  and  kird  officvft  which  hn  was  rfady  on 
oecasiona  to  do  his  people,  Nicanor  thought  tt  would  bean  act  of  f  mi' 
dieplf^aMreanddcspile  to  thcJewi  to  tiavc  himcut  olT:  and  tbcrefoft 
sent  out  a  r'lrty  of  five  hundred  men  to  lake  blni,  wiiti  intent  tn  pal 
hliQ  to  dt'alh.  But  Raxis  bvin^  at  a  eavlle  of  his  which  be  had  Id  iI 
country,  there  defended  bimiirlf  against  them  for  some  time  with 
valour;  but  at  length  finding  he  could  hold  out  no  longer,  he 
upon  his  own  Bword.  The  wound  not  killing  him,  he  eaal  hli 
lintdlotig  over  Itie  batlleincnt*  of  llie  lurrel  whereon  be  fou|[bt  : 
finding  himself  altTc  after  that  alio,  he  thmit  his  hand  Into  bU  WMiaA, 
and  pulling  out  bif  bowelt,  cast  ihrcn  upon  the  Kiiailants,  and  to 
died.  The  Jews  for  this  rechoned  him  a  martyr  ;  but  SI.  Aiialln,  la 
bis  epislle  to  Dulcitlus.  condemns  the  fact  as  lelf-raarder,  anil  tbcra 
gives  rf«»0Di  for  it  that  canool  be  auswercd.    Prld-  if.  VWL 
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btsct ;   and  His  army  was  so  disppneH  nm)   destroyed 
liiiliabitunts  of  ll)6  rauiitry,  timt  llin  whole  thirty-Hrc 
thousand  mcn^  of  which  it  consisted,  were  utterly  deatroyed. 

Judas  havtiip:  fmind  the  bndy  of  Nicanuron  the  field  of 
battle,  rut  ufl'  hU  head,  and  right  hand  which  he  had  strelchcMl 
out  in  defianru  uf  thu  living  GikI,  and  hiin<ii;  tbfjn  both  up  in 
one  of  the  lowers  of  Jcnisalent.* 

Notwithstanding  thi^  liigiiul  deliverances  which  he  had  so 
often  eifperienced)  Judaii,  very  soon  after  Ihe  death  of  Nica- 
nor,  sent  anbusadors  to  Rome,  who  consented  to  enter  into 
u  treaty  uf  alliance*  and  mntnal  d^^fenrewith  the  Jews;  a  step 
which  probablyt  led  to  his  subsequent  defeat;  anil  whirh  in 
the  result  was  uuquestionabiy  a  secondary  cause  of  the  final 
destruction  of  their  temple,  and  the  dispersion  of  their 
nation.^ 

In  the  mean  time,  howcTor,  and  before  the  issue  of  thia 
embajwy  was  known,  Demetrius  had  sent  B:icchides  again 
intuJudea,  to  revenge  thcdcathof  Nicanor  and  iho  dc0tniciit»i 
of  that  army;  when  all  the  troops  of  Judas,  except  one 
thousand  ri£»ht  hundred,  diofierted  iheir  commander;  and  he, 
having  ra-ihly  engaged  the  numerous  forces  of  the  encniy 
with  that  handful  of  men.  was  hinuelf  slain.  And  all  Juduh 
and  Jenmlem  made  great  lamentation  for  him;  and  hia 
brethren,  Jonathan  iind  Sinmn,  buried  him  honourably  iu  the 
sepulchre  of  his  fathers  at  Modin.^ 

By  the  aid  of  the  apostate  Jews,  and  of  Ihe  adTocales  of  the 

•  Prld.  II.  W7. 
t  Tht^  Isrnelitrs  had  nriea  been  inslruclet),  ihat  thry  could  not 
offtflil  ihcir  lleavruly  UoTernor  by  say  itiliif  fiiore,  ihan  by  coofldliiK 
la  roreiffi  alliances.  lastMt)  of  plaobif  tholr  trait  ttmply  in  liim.  2 
Klug».x«iU.  21.22.  I».  Etxvt.  fl.  7.  And  »o  It  U  *iih  every  priTslc 
Cbrlilim,  who,  in  tb«  time  of  difficulty,  has  recourse  to  any  crooked 
policy  or  mere  hunan  device,  inilead  of  pladn^  all  his  tmst  ia  Ood 
■od  Chrlit. 

1  prid.  ii.  ■«».        s  P'W.  ii.'ioe. 
21.3 
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iloctineof  cxjwdiciiri*,  ofwhU-h  thoi^  utf  always  a  sufUcicnl 
niiitibcr  atiioiii^t  llie  ^^at  and  di^ified  Jo  ull  rountries,  Imt 
whuarono  loss  traitors  to  their  rountiy  than  to  their  kin* 
and  Ihi'ir  Gfxl,  Alrimus  wmjii  ;irqiiirefl  tliH  ascendancy;  wbeo 
tbc  Mnccabeeaa  fauiily,  and  tli'>ir  friends  and  paitUans,  wm> 
exposed  to  ri^^d  persecution.  (Jpoa  which  all  the  (nic  sen'ani 
uf  Gud  cnlliM-lt'd  ruun<l  Jonathau,  ono  of  the  hruthers 
Judatc,  and  appointed  him  cft|>taiii  over  them,  who,  wii 
hrutlier  Siniou,  ininiediati'ly  miaed  what  forces  he  rould ; 
being  pursue*!  byJJarchides,  theyn^'reutwl  into  the  wildei 
uf  Tekoa,  luul  encunijied  near  Jurdan,  with  a  inurasa  uii  our 
aide,  and  thu  river  on  the  other,  llavin;;  sent  their  hrotlwr 
John  tu  their  frieiidit,  lite  Nahotlieaiis,  with  their  ba^ffngpe  rad 
offrct:^,  that  cDinitiaiidGr  was  inlerceple<l,  and  phinrlen?«l,  a 
idain  by  the  Jambrians,  au  Arabian  I rilx.%  uhulheo  iDhabite 
Medola,  a  city  which  had  formcrty  Moused  to  the  Moahitn& 

iu  revent^c  fur  this,  Jotialh:ui  and  Simon  laid  aii 
lor  seizing  one  of  the  Jambrian  nobles  with  his  bride,  vtilbC 
meeting  in  tbc  mountains  of  Canaan,  and  socreedcd  in  mt- 
tint(  tiirimth  Ihem  and  tlmir  attendants,  and  then  returned  Im 
■  heir  cainp.'f 

UacthitUnt,  heiiring^  uf  this  orrinrence,  proriMilcil  to  at' 
their  canifi  on  the  lubbalb  tlay  ;  but  Jonathan  puttio|;  t 
Jews  In  niiud  of  the  edict  of  his  falliiT,  Maltalhins.^  nxh 
ed  iheni  tu  resist  the  encmv,  which  thi.')  did  with  such  n 
as  to  &lay  one  ihou-sand  men;  and  then,  throwing  ihcniHclT 
into  the  river  Jordan,  swam  over  to  the  other  nde^  aud 

paped.g 

laccliides,  returning  to  Jerusalem,  fortified  the  ritiesiuil 
strong  hoUU  throughout  Judca,  and  es|)erially  motinl  A 
uipplyingit  abundantly  with  men  andpmviaions;  and 


d 


*  Prill,  it.  900. 
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Upon  4b«  children  of  the  chi^f  men  of  the  country,  he  con- 
fined ihoiQ  iu  thut  fortress  an  hiutugcs.* 

AlciiDUs  being  thus  cstablUbed  in  full  power,  set  himself, 
like  uiir  iiiuilem  emanclpaliini,  Iu  [Millule  iind  corrupt  the 
Jew  Uli  rilw,  anil  make  Ihein  mun^  coiil'tirmaliU'  to  those  i»f  the 
surrounding  heathen.  Haggni  and  Zechariah  had  ordered  a 
low  wall,  called  the  Chel  or  wall  of  partition,  to  be  erected 
round  the  sanduar}',  lo  separate  tlic  huly  from  the  unholy 
part  of  the  mountain,  vithiit  which  no  uncircumcisctl  { 
was  allowed  to  enter.  But  Alcirous,  in  onler  to  tako  away^ 
this  distinction,  and  give  the  (ienlilea  equal  liberty  with  tb« 
Jews  lo  pajts  into  the  inner  cuiirt  iif  the  temple,  ordered  this 
wall  of  partition  tu  Ik>  pulled  down  ;  but  whilst  the  operatioo 
WM  perforiuiug,  God  struck  down  the  arch -apostate,  and  bo 
dicit  in  hU  Kin.f 

On  llie  de;ith  of  Alcimus,  for  whosp  sake  chiefly  this  laitt 
war  had  been  undertaken,  and  most  probably  influenced  by 
ihe  Idlers  which  the  Roman  senate  had  »eul  to  Demetrius, 
in  coaKcquencc  of  the  embassy^  of  Judas  MaccabeeUH,  Bac- 
chidos  relumed  into  Syria,  leaving  the  unhappy  land  of  Jndoa 
in  a  state  of  comparative  tranquillity.g 

Jonathan  having  availed  himself  of  the  interval  of  poflce, 
lo  reitore  as  far  as  fM>ssible  the  !ihattered  institntiuns  of  his 
COttutrr,  was  still  assailed  by  the  apostate  faction,  who  laid  n 
plan  with  the  court  of  Syria  for  the  uasosslnation  of  himself 
and  all  his  friends,  and  BflcchidoH  was  Ht-nl  with  an  armys, 
lo  countenance  and  support  the  ntrorlty :  but  the  Jewish^ 
leader  happily  diiirovere<l  and  defeated  ibo  plot,  and  ftlew 
thirty  of  iIm"  compirator».|| 

Feeling  himself  greatly  inferior  to  the  Syrian  general  in 
military  force,  he  retired  lo  Delhhat>i,  a  stmng  fortress  in  the 


•  Prid.  11.  aOO.  t  Prid.  »■  SUO. 
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wildenii*8a,  llie  furttfi cations  uf  which  he  strcnf^hcnodt 
repairefl,  and  lhon>  aw)iiU'<)  hU  piKinics,  Bacclndcs 
assiBtud  in  the  sie^  by  considomblu  niinibers  of  the  apostate 
Jews,  and  ou  ih(*  appronch  of  the  bniiiile  army,  Jonaihui 
drew  out  |>art  ufhiH  tn>u|>s  in  (inW  ta  harass  aud  cut  off  the 
bosiegora,  leaving  hts  brother  Simon  with  the  ri^l,  1u  deftod 
the  fortress;  and  Ihiu  plan  was  an  succ^^fully  pur»uod«  I' 
Bacrhidm  not  only  grew  weary  of  tliR  war,  bat  becoine  i 
censed  n^iintit  thom>  J(>w«  who  bad  drawn  his  coiirl  into 
meaaureii,  and  put  svvfral  of  them  to  death.  Jonathan  ha 
received  information  that  tho  Syrian  general  was  aboxit 
quit  the  country,  oponeit  a  nt^^ociatiun  with  him,  which 
iu  a  mutual  pxchaii^  of  pri&oners,  and  a  treaty  of  peaoe;j 
afier  which  Jonathan  »i^(ilcd  in  peace  at  Michmash,  a  tows 
lying:  about  nine  miles  north  of  Jeruicalum,  where  be  governed 
Israel  according  to  the  law  of  Mostis,  cutting  off*  all  the  apos- 
tates, and.  as  fur  as  he  had  the  mefflna,  producing  a  refonM- 
tiuit  both  in  church  au<l  state.* 

The  af&irs  of  Judea  proceeded  thaa  (ranquilly  titi  Dnniv 
Irius  liavio":  g^iven  hin»elfup  to  debaucht^ry  and  drunkenum* 
an  impostor,  named  Butas,  assuming  the  nainc  uf  Alexamlirf 
wiu  set  up  as  a  son  of  Anliochus  Epiplianes,  and  the  Roma 
BBnate  allowing  itself  to  Iw  influenced  in  his  favour,  the  con- 
spinicy  soon  became  formidable. 

Jonathan  and  hin  Jews  were  now  become  strong  enough  lo 
be  an  object  worthy  the  alliance  of  either  of  the  conleDdti^ 
parties,  and  both  Uemotrius  and  Alexander,  who  biul  taken 
possesion  of  Ptoleinuiti,  sent  amlKissadors,  with  preaenla  and 
unlimited  overtures,  tu  secure  their  assistance,  Joofttliiilli 
however,  recollecting  the  cruelties  of  Demelriua,  and  fimrfi 
of  trusting  to  \i\s  iirutiiises,  preferred  identif>-iog  bii 
with  tha  foriuiioii  of  Alexander,  and  in  which  he  wtm 
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\ikc\y  governed  by  the  policy  of  Ihe  Romans.  Alt^nnder 
baving^  appointed  him  to  the  office  of  high  priest,  which  bad 
been  vr<*»iii  since  the  death  of  Alcimus,  he  assumed  that  sarred 
office,  to  whiclu  indeed,  he  was  entitled  as  well  by  birth  as 
by  character  and  <pialificatiun.* 

The  contest  between  Alexander,  assisted  by  Jonathan  and 
the  Rumaits,  and  Demetritu,  aAcr  one  or  two  indecisive 
actiona,  ended  in  a  pitched  battle,  wherein  Demetrius  being 
defeated  and  slain,  his  competitor  acquired  the  throne  uf 
Syria.t 

8uonanerlhis  victory,  he  obtained  Clcopatni, the  daughter 
of  Plotemy  Philomeler,  for  his  wife,  and  the  weddinjj  being . 
'Celebrated  at  Ptolumais,  Jonathan  was  invited,  and  received 
with  ^^reat  honour  by  both  the  monarchs ;  A  lexandcr,  accord- 
ing to  his  promise,  appointing;  him  ^neral  of  Judea,  one  of 
the  chiuf  princes  uf  hts  empire,  and  Meridarchos;^  of  his' 
palace  ;  and  many  of  his  enemies  attempting  to  misrepresent 
his  ronduct,  Alexander  rcftiscd  to  hear  them,  and  sent  Jona- 
than home  to  Judea  ladnn  with  bi)nour».|j 

Onias,  who,  wo  have  seen.il  had  reliriHl  to  the  court  of 
Jlemphig,  prevaileil  un  Ptolemy  Philometer  to  allow  Itim  to 
iMJId  a  temple  in  imitation  of  that  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  Nomos, 


•  Prid.  ii-  SI2.  t   Pr!d.  U.  314. 

X  "Thai  Is,  chief  »«-er,  an  oRce  which  one  of  the  eleelors  slIU  b«ars 
in  lh«  iittmma  empire.  Grotlus  thus  cxplahii  lh»  word  in  lila  com- 
meol  on  the  MacealiefK,  I  Mace.  x.  Q<V  xi.  27.  and  S  Msec.  p.  790. 
But  In  hit  comment  on  Matt.  xix.  2H.  he  expound*  It  rather  lo  dcBOls 
Iho  goT«rnor  of  a  iribr  or  province;  and.  ifU  be  ao  Uken  here,  and' 
b«  anderttoo<l  In  nK-an  that  Jonathan  «■•  rnthar  made  gotvraot  of 
Bone  part  of  the  Syrian  empire,  than  froTrrnor  and  ortterer  of  the 
parts  and  dUhea  of  the  feast  at  the  royal  table,  perchance  thia  interpret 
tallou  may  reach  the  truth  nearer  than  tho  otbor. "  Hrli).  IK  814. 
{  Prid.  li.3t.V  n  Boo  p.  980. 
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or  prefeclure  of  Heliopolls,*  upon  the  site  of  an  old  tofn|>lA 
of  Bubastisit  wherein  1il>  placed  uii  altar  of  iiictinse,  a  shew- 
bread  table,  and  other  utensils,  like  (bosc  at  Jerusalem,  and 
hniing  persuaded  the  Jewg  ihnt  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  so 
from  the  prophecy  of  Isniah,^  be  prevailed  ou  the  prievbs  and 
Levitcji  to  administer  the  Jewish  ritiia)  therein;  autl  aftarw 
wards  built  a  city  in  the  Wciuity ;  which  after  his 
name  he  catted  Oaion.§ 

Alexander,  the  usurper  and  impostor,  haTing  given  I 
up  lo  di-hauihery  and  luxury,  Demetrius  Nicator,  the  i 
Demetrius  Soter,  who  had  been  Mcretly  preserved  and  edu- 
cated at  Cnidus,  made  an  oflbrt  (o  recover  his  falhcr'a  throne ; 
and  landing  in  CiUciu,  was  joined  by  ApoUonius,  wbo  then 
governed  in  Ccele-SvTia  and  Phoenicia  for  AlexaiMler.  Th« 
first  step  which  this  officer  look  to  shew  his  devotion  to  the 
youthfiil  adventurer,  was  tu  attempt  to  reduce  Jonathan  nod 
bis  poor  Jews,  who  remained  firm  in  their  allefpanc«  lo 
Alexander. 

Having  collected  a  large  army,  he  encampetl  in  Jannii* 
whence  be  sent  an  insolent  defiance  to  Jonathan ;  Thoa  alaoe 
lifVest  up  thyself  agninst  us,  and  1  am  laughed  to  acara  Ar 
Ay  salLe,  and  ropmached:  and  why  doel  thou  vaunt  Iby 
power  ai^iiist  us  in  the  moimtains?  Now,  therefore.  If  tboa 
trusti'st  in  thine  own  strength,  come  down  to  ns  into  ttw  plain 
field,  and  (here  let  ui  lr>'  the  matter  together;    for^ith  me 


•  Or  the  elty  of  the  aBii.  Prld.  IL  81ft. ;  where  aeir  manjr  eurieat 
ptrllcultrB  relating  to  the  artotion  of  this  temple,  and  Its  naaie-  •■• 
Jos.  {1.1271. 

+  Or  lais.  t  l>-  ^^*'  1^  ^^• 

^  Prld.  a.  SI6— 8IH.  "  On.  lhrr«fore.  wab  lUllopoUi.  the  chief 
ellf  of  lli«  ctntMi  of  ihitt  naiue.  rnUtKl  by  PtMcray,  Oninm,  dUtaol 
about  Iwfsiljr  mileH  from  Mentpbls,  ttt0inctropotls>  La.  llUt.  U-W 
nor*  U< 
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U  tbo  power  of  ihe  nties.  A^k  and  learn  wlio  I  am,  aiitl  Ibe 
resi  thai  U)kc  our  part ;  and  thpy  shall  tell  lU^e  that  thy  foot 
is  not  able  to  stand  bnfore  our  face  :  fur  tby  faibers  have  been 
ivf'icv  put  (o  flight  in  their  own  land.  Wherefore,  now,  thou 
sh:Ut  nut  Im>  able  to  abide  the  horsemnn  and  m  great  a  power 
in  the  plain,  where  is  neither  stone  nor  flint,  ngr  place  to  flee 
UDto.*  Jooatban  inunediatcly  marched  out  of  Jerusalem 
with  ten  thousand  men,  and  took  Joppa  in  the  face  of  the 
Syrian  army;  and  llien,  having  defeated  A|iollonJus  in  a 
pitche<l  bailK%  pursued  him  toAzotus^  and  burned  that  town, 
with  its  tuDipIc  of  Dagon, to  the  ground^killiDganddmlroyiDg 
more  than  eight  thousand  men.  Having  reduced  ^veraj 
other  cities  in  (be  ueighbuurhcKtd,  lie  returned  to  Jerusalem, 
laden  with  j^reot  bpoils;  upon  which  Alexander  sent  him  a 
buckle  of  gold,  and  gave  him  the  city  uf  Ecron,  with  its 
territories,  for  a  posseitsion.t 

Ptolemy  Pliilonieter  having  marrlteil  into  Palestiiie»  41  ihe 
instance  of  Alexander,  was  received  into  all  thecitieaof  that 
country  as  a  friend,  and  was  met  at  Joppa  by  Jonalfaan. 
whom  be  received  with  great  kindness,  nttlwiihsiandiniz:  many 
oomplaintH  were  mode  againM  him  by  his  eneniie» ;  and 
Jonatlian  acconltngly  accompAnie<l  him  a^  far  a»  the  river 
EUeuthenu.  AmnuiniuB,  the  prime  minister  of  Alexander, 
bavtug  formed  a  design  against  the  Ule  of  Ptolemy,^  which 
that  niunarch  had  iliscovrreil,  bat  in  vnin  demamled  him 
lo  be  delireref)  up  by  Alexander,  he  marched  on  to  Antioch  ; 
when  (he  inhabitants  having,  in  the  absence  of  Alexander, 
slain  AmmoniiM,  and  ofK-ned  their  gales  (o  Pddemy,  h« 
adviaed  them  to  declare  for  Uemeirius;  which  they  did,  fend' 


k 


•  I  Mice.  X.  r(>-78.  t  Prid  H.  Ki. 

*  ITe  ■oipMied  that  the  real  object  of  the  Eji; ptlao  vat  to  pouMS 
himi eir  of  the  Syrian  inonirchy,  rather  than  to  Bcrva  Akxandcr. 
Prid.  li.  »a. 
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on  the  approach  of  Alnxandnr  with  hisarmy>  lie  compV 
dpfonled  and  itlcw  him,  but  died  hini«>lf  a  few  durs  al^erw; 
of  a  wound  received  in  the  sumc  hallle;  wlicrpupon  Dami 
Uius  succeeded  quicllv  to  the  throne.* 

Ou  the  death  of  Ptolemy  Philocneter,  hifthrotfaer  Phjscoi 
or  Ptolemy  Eucrgetcs  II,  attempted  lu  take  poasessioa  of  tl 
vacant  throne;  when  Onias  and  Dosillieus  came  ^t-jth 
army  of  Jews  to  the  assistance  of  Cleopatra,  alike  thr  ^ist 
and  wife  of  the  deceased  monarch,  and  her  infiuit  sod.  By 
the  mcdintiou  of  Thermus,  a  Runma  ambassador,  it  waj 
agreed  that  Ph}-soun  should  inarn-  Cleopatra,  and  thai  her 
infant  son  should  succeed  his  uncle,  to  the  exclusion  of  hta 
otvn  children.  On  the  day  of  the  nupUabi,  however,  Pfa^ 
murdered  the  child  In  its  mother*g  arms;  for  which, 
his  other  enonnities,  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  ca 
him  Kakergeles,  iitstetid  of  EiierKe1«.»6.f 

Jonathan  being  lef^  nndisturfoed  in  Jndea,   laid   ntc9 
the  fortresij  of  Acra  in  Jernsalem;    upon  which  Demctri 
came  to  Ptolcmaiii,  and  summoned  Jutinthan  to  attend  btnl' 
there.     Witlmul  dclaj-ing-  ihc  siefje,  tlie  Jewish  leader^  wi' 
several  of  the  other  priesls  and  elders,  obeyed  the  sumnioos 
and  by  preitenls  and  judicious  conduct  appeased  the  inouarch' 
wrath,  who  sent  him  Iwu-k  lo  Jerusalem  laden  with  favoim 
continniiig;biminthebigh  priesthund,  and  adding  loJutlcalba 
ibrectoparcbiesof  Apharema,Lydda,  andRamatha,  funncriy 
bclung^ng   to    Samaria;    besides    remitting  all   taxw  and 
rcveuues  for  thrw  huudred  talL-ut&| 

Jonathan  not  being  able  to  take  the  furtrnss  of  Acm,  ap- 
plied lo  Demetrius  in  withdraw  his  garrison,  which  he 
promised  to  do.  if  Jonathan  wmdd  send  him  aomo  Iroopi  tu 
aagisi  him  against  thf>  Antiochians,  who  were  in  r«bellliM 
against    him.      Jonatli:in    accordingly   siml   three    thooflUkd 


I 
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men  as  a  body  ^ard  to  the  tyrant*  who  so  well  performed 
tbeir  diitVt  that  wheu  a  tumult  broke  out  they  slew  one  hun- 
dred thousand  Antiochians,  and  thus  restoring,  fur  that  time, 
iJie  peace  of  the  city,  retnmed  hnmo  with  riches  and 
credit.  • 

Thiti  vile  monarch,  however,  kept  none  of  his  proniisea  to 
the  JewA,  for  he  not  only  did  not  withdraw  th^  ^rrisoii  from 
Acra,  but  broke  hjs  treaty  at  Ptuleiuai»,  and  ihrealoniMl  iheiit 
with  war  und  devastation  if  they  did  not  pay  the  tribute  as 
formerly,  t 

Diudottts,  or  Tryphon,  who  had  been  a  lieutenant  of  Alex- 
ander'i,  huving  set  up  Antiochu>(,  n  son  of  that  usurper,  and 
defeated  Demetrius  in  battle,  Junalhau  at-knowlinlgtHl  the  new 
adventurer  for  hia  sovereign,  who  renewed  ami  confirmed  all 
hlft  fonuer  adviutiages,  and  made  his  brother  Simon  his  com- 
mandtT,  from  the  ladiler  of  Tyrc^  to  the  borders  of  Eg^-pt.S 

Jonathan  having  marched  to  Damascus,  and  secured  all 
the  countr)'  fur  Antiochus,  the  forcn:  of  Domctritia  invaded 
Galilee,  when  Jonathan  marrheil  lo  oppose  him,  leaving  ' 
Simon  in  Judea.  Having  avoided  an  ambush  that  was  laid 
for  him,  he  defeated  Demetrius,  and  Simon  at  the  same  time 
took  the  fortress  of  Bethsura,  which  had  b4>en  long  held  by 
the  beiithen.ll 

On  bU  return  to  Jerusalem,  Jonathan  sent  Nwtieuius  and 
Antipater  as  anibossadur!)  lu  Rome,  to  renew  the  league  which 
Uiu  senate  had  made  with  his  brother  Judas,  and  also  to  the 


•  Prid.  W.  83P.  t  Prid.  II.  MO. 

t  The  ladder  of  Tyre  Ii  a  muuntala  tu  called,  lytnir  <m  ihe  sea 
coast  bctweeo  Tyre  and  PloUmal*.  Prid.  ii.  UO.  '*  It  Is  a  pkto- 
resqaa  ipot,  Iha  road  b<-ing  cut  in  the  iide  of  Ihe  perpeodlcular  eltff 
on  tlio  ftpastiorc,  SfTeral  bonilred  feel  above  the  Icfcl  of  the  water" 
Irby  and  ManglM,  107-  Msandrell  (p.  70.)  saya  tl  was  lbs  work  of 
Alttxaodcr  the  Oreat. 

4  Prld.lt  830.  I  Prld.lt.  SSI. 

2h 


TIIE  UACCABECS. 

Lau<i1eii)(iiiians ;  and  they  were  rcceirei)  br  bulli  stales  witik 
gjuat  honour.* 

AnnUier  and  lai^r  army  uf  Demetrins  havinj^  now  coi- 
leclM  (ogfcthor,  Jonathan  proowded  as  far  as  Amathis  to 
meet  them  :  and  having  disappoints)  the  pneiuy  in  an  atlMBpl 
to  stonn  his  cainp  by  night,  they  Aed,  by  meanu  of  fikbsc  firrs, 
beyond  the  river  Eleutherus.  Jonathan  (h«n  d^f4^AlcH 
ArabianB  of  the  jurty  of  I)(>metnujif  and  mnrrhinof  lov 
Damascus,  reduced  all  the  counir}'  into  subjection  lo  AntiJ 
ochus;  and  Simon,  at  the  same  lime,  invading  tbc  land 
the  Philistinei^  took  Joppa.f 

On  tbc  return  of  both  the  tirother^^  lo  Jernsidcni, 
assembled  a  national  council,  in  uhicli  it  vfWi  detcnntm-t)  ca 
restore  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  ihonnigrbly  fortify  the  plaire  j 
and  in  order  to  blockade  the  Syrian  garrison  in  Acra,  ibr 
erected  a  wall  or  mount  between  that  Airlreai  and  the  rest ' 
die  city;  besidos  which,  they  restored  and  strengthoMdJ 
most  of  the  other  fortified  places  in  Judea.^ 

The  unly  object  which  Tniphun  had  in   setting  op  th« 
youthful  Aniinchns,  wa^;  in  order  lo  open  a  way  for  Irtnudfl 
to  the  throne  of  8>Tia,  inti*iiding  to  put  that  prince  to  timikl 
al  a  convenient  opportunity.     Aware,  huwever.  tliul  he  ilarr^  ' 
nut  attempt  ihecxccntion  of  this  villainouapurpose,  whilst  the 
Jewish  leader  was  in  strength  and  power,  he,  by  stratagm,  j 
prevailed  on  him  to  dinbaml  his  army,  and  inveigled  hinj 
into  Plolemais  with  imly  oih'  thmmand  men,  under  prWcni"*! 
of  putting  him  into  iHMWwsiun  (>f  iIihI  place;  when  he  aud*] 
denlyaasaaiinated  his  soldiers,  and  put  Jonathan  himself  ink* 
chains.^ 

Simon  having  rollectcd  (ogelher  tlie  remains  of  the  nmiy,J 
marched  against  Tnphon,  who  I'mtured  not   however  Un 


-f  Prid.  fi.  tS9. 


•  Piid.  il.  SSI. 
t  Prid.  IL  88S. 
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engage  him  la  battle.  The  garrison  in  Acn  botng  reduced 
to  extremities  for  want  of  provisiona,  Tr>-phun  madu  an  in- 
efleclunl  attempt  lu  relieve  tbem,  after  which  he  quilted  the 
oeightM)urlicM)(l,  having  liret  put  Junjtthan  tu  death,  at 
Basraino,*  in  tiw  land  of  (litead,  and  shurtly  after  caused  his 
prol^g^  Anliochus  tu  be  assassinated,  and  declared  himself 
kin^  of  Sjria.f 

Simon  having  been  invtrsled  with  the  othcit  of  high  priest, 
sent  the  samo  ambaiewtors  who  had  been  so  successfii)  fiir  his 
hrothpT  Jonathan,  in  Laccdeinon  and  Rome,  in  bulli  wliich 
citira  thi^ywere  ivctnvod  with  the  greate4l  respect,  and  Simon 
was  recognized  as  the  high  priest  and  head  of  his  nation. ^ 

He  mh»  sent  a  crown  of  gold  to  Demetrius,  who  thereuptin 
confirmed  him  in  all  his  privileges,  both  rivtl  and  ecciesiastical; 
and  soon  afterwards  lie  was  suleiuuly  elected,  by  the  whole 
Jewish  nation,  sovereign  prince  of  Judea,  as  well  as  high 
priest,  and  both  dignities  vested  in  him  and  his  successors.^ 


t 


*  SiiDon  feal  ■ml  fvlclitvl  )ii)«  bonct>  Trum  the nco.  nad  buritd  thrm 
In  the  Mfpalclif*  of  liia  father  nl  Modlii,  ovpr  which  he  ftfterwards 
ereotwl  a  vnt7  fiinttua  munument  of  a  Rrett  hfight,  sll  built  of  while 
tnsrble,  curioti»ly  wrought  am)  poliBhrd;  near  which  be  placml  srveu 
pyramids,  two  for  blft  falhcr  and  molhrr.  four  Tor  his  Tour  brotbcn. 
and  the  •etentli  for  hlmfi*rlf ;  and  tbeo  ncontpossed  the  whole  with 
a  Nlatoly  portico,  supported  br  marbic  pillars,  ^■eh  or  in  whole 
piece.  All  wblelt  wax  a  vpty  execllenl  work,  and  bclni;  erected  oti 
an  emiueiice,  was  mccu  far  all  at  aira,  and  was  taki-a  notici;  of  as  a 
remarkable  sea  mark  on  that  coast,  whereby  aearnrlng  mm  who  sailed 
thai  way  directed  their  counte.  Joiepbus  (1  Mace  itil.  95.  90. 
Joi.  Antiq .  lib.  13.  e.  1 1.)  tells  as  that  H  was  rrraainlnit  cnlirc  in  his 
time,  and  then  lookefl  on  as  a  aurfout  and  f ery  rxcfllvnt  piece  of 
archilrcture;  and  Kuscbius  also  9|>enks  of  it  as  stDI  standing  whan 
he  wrote,  which  «a»  aboio  two  bundriMl  years  af^er  Josephfl*^ 
PHd.  11.  3SA. 

t   Prld   n.SSd.  t   I'rid.  I!.  SStt. 

I   Prid.  11.  SS7.    lo  a  public  set  or  InstruiDent  which  was  Bade  upOB 

the  occasion,  cograven  on  tables  nf  brais,  aud  hangiitg  sp  Id  tli« ' 
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Having  astmmed  the  aoverei^lVi  lie  [Hit  all  his  fi^Hifi^A-     . 
(ions  into  repair,  especially  BciWira  and  Joppa,  aod  fiui^| 
titshod  them  with  well  appuinted  garrisons,  and   eonslhutt^ 
ilie  latter  the  seaport  of  Jerusalem,  being  at  Ibc  distance  »f 
about  forty  niiles.*  ^M 

Ho  then  laid   sie^e  to  fiazax-A  which  bad  revolted,  tutS^^ 
having  taken  it,  buih  himself  a  |)a1ace  there.f 

The  heathen  garrison  M'ho  bad  heUl  the  fortress  uf  Acra 
nearly  twenty-fdx  years,  having  at  length  surrendered. SioMO 
nut  only  detiiuUHhed  the  place,  Init  took  awayimd  levelled  tbe 
hill  it^lf  whcrcnn  i(  wna  buill,  and  in  the  niurse  of  ihicft 
years  brought  it  to  the  level  of  the  bill  whereon  the  teuplt. 
was  built,  a(  the  .sumo  time>  rcfurtifying  tlie  mountaia  < 
house  of  Jehovah,  and  making  it  stronger  than  evcr.^ 

John,  tbo  son  of  Simon,  and  afterwards  called  Hyrcaaa 
having  shewn  himself  of  approved  valour  and  conduct, 
father  !>eut  bim  to  reside  at  G&zara,  and  appointed  bin  j 
of  all  llie  forces,§ 

Simon  also  sent  a  third  embassy  to  Rome  for  the  roa6r- 
mation  of  all  his  former  nlltances,  and  which  he  obtained,  at^g 
well  us  Ictteni  written  by  1..  C.  Piso,  at  lite  command  of  lb«^| 
senate,  to  the  kings  of  Syria,  l^vpt,  and  other  states,  de- 
claring the  Jewtt  to  be  their  allies  and  under  their  protectioii4 

Demctriuft  having  been  taken  prisoner  by  tho  king  of 
Parthin,  and  afteruards  niarriefl  one  of  that  nionarcb^t 
diuighters,  his  own  queen  Cleopatra,  out  uf  revenge,  and  fat 


rmtad^l 


8anctaar>',  tlir  good  dccils  of  Simoo  ud  his  fnmily  were  en 
From  thii  time  he  look  on  tiiut  the  st«le,  itylr,  %ni  mnihori^ 
prioec,  ■■  wi-ll  n<  higli  priest  of  the  Jews,  ind  wu  strved  la  w 
plate  of  gold  nnd  sllvrr,  tiKd  many  BltvndBnls,  and  In  oil  thing*  tlM 
•PppArrd  ill  llie  snine  muiui-r  of  splendour  and  glory  as  other  prlnees 
did.  I'rld.  Il.34l.34a. 
•  Prid.  ii.  897.  t  Prid.  ii.  S8H.     Strabo  tmWt  It  GftdvU 
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the  mamtpnnnce  of  iho  intfresis  of  her  own  chHdren  bv  Wm» 
marruHl  liU  bR)llH>r,  Aiitiocbus  Sideles,  who  at  first  courted 
the  assistance  and  countenaace  of  Simon,  maktog  him  niany 
splendid  promises ;  but  as  stHin  as  br  ciimn  into  S>Tia^  he  re- 
windod  the  whole,  and  sent  Atheuubius,  one  of  his  (generals, 
to  demand  the  restoration  of  Gazara,  Joppa,  and  the  fortresB  , 
of  Jenisalem,  and  various  other  places.  Simou  offered  to 
pay  him  one  hundred  talents  for  Gazura  and  Joppa,  but 
elaimed  all  the  others  as  cities  belonging  to  the  Jews.* 

Anttochus  having  dispatched  Cendebseus  with  an  anny  to 
enforce  his  pretensions,  that  ^neral  fortified  Keilron ;  where- 
upon Judas  and  John,  two  of  the  sons  of  Simon,  man-hed  to 
meet  him,  and  deleate<l  the  Syrian  with  the  loss  of  (wo  tliou- 
aand  men,  and  following  up  his  advantage,  John  took  Azotus 
and  other  fortresses,  and  bunied  then)  with  fire.  Judas  was 
wounded,  bot  both  brotheis  returned  in  triumph  to  Jcrusmk'm, 
baring  driven  ttip  Syrians  out  of  the  rountry.f 

Simon  had  marriefl  unn  of  his  daughiers  to  Ptolemy,  son 
of  Abubus,  and  made  him  govemorof  Jericho  ;  and  making  a 
progress  through  the  cities  of  Judah  with  his  sous.  Judos  and 
Mattathins,  in  order  to  inspect  their  situation,  was  incited  by 
his  son-in-law  to  take  up  his  abode  in  a  castle  which  he  had'< 
lately  built.  Simon  apprehending  no  evil,  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, but  after  an  entertainment,  and  when  Simon  and  his 
paHy  had  drank  freely,  Ttolemy  attn«ina<wl  them  all,  and 
immediately  sent  p»riie«ors<>1dteniorarpri»eJohnal  Ga»int, 
ani  UK  city  of  Jerusalem.  This  plan  was  arranged  in  union 
with  Antiochus  Sidetes,  for  the  pnrpnse  of  plaring  Ptolemy 
ID  the  novereignty  u(  Jtidea.  John,  however,  received  infor- 
mation of  the  fate  of  his  father  and  brethren,  just  time  enough 
to  he  on  his  guard,  and  lo  arm  ihe  inhabitants  of  Jerusa- 
lem, ami  being  declared  high  priest  and  prince  of  the  Jews, 
be  prepared  to  defend  the  tcrriturles.+ 


■  PrU.  a.  M&. 
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Antiociics  having  marched  into  Syria  with  a  large  utay, 
shot  Ilvrcanus  up  in  Jerusalem,  and  turued  the  siege  into  ■ 
blockade,  bv  placing  seven  caiups  around  it.  To  surh  extte- 
iiiitv  were  the  besieged  reduced,  that  John  was  obligud  to  sue 
for  peaco,  uhir.h  nas  granted  upon  boDourablc  tenns,  ihuugli 
at  su  critical  a  juncture,  that  hut  for  the  moderation  and 
clemency  of  the  Syrian  monarch,  influenced  by  the  especial 
providence  of  God,  the  Jewish  name  and  nation  might  then 
have  been  nearly  extinguished.* 

Aiitiochus  luviug  invadt^d  Parthia  with  a  large  nimyi] 
ostensibly  for  the  purpose  uf  liberating  his  brother,  Deoiclniw ' 
Nicalor,  was  joined  in  that  expedition  by  Hyrciinus  with  a 
body  of  Jews,  who  having  participated  in  several  victories, 
returned  home  to  Jerusalem  with  credit  and  spoils,  before  the 
disaster  happened  which  destroyed  the  S)-rian  monarch  and 
bis  whole  amiy.f  j 

H^Tcauua  look  advantage  of  the  death  of  AntiuchuA,  and^ 
the  distracted  state  of  the  Syrian  empire,  to  consolidate  bu 
own  principality,  and  ttHik  possession  of  Mefteh:i,  Somega, 
and  several  oiher  places  in  Syria,  Phwnicia,  and  ArmbiB;, 
tbonceforward  rendering  hiins^'lf  and  his  dt^cendants  wbollj 
Ende|i^ndimt  of  the  kings  of  Syria.^ 

Amongst  other  places  he  took  Sechem,  the  seat  of 


*  Prill,  ii.  S5A.  Sd8.     Wliere  dcc  a  loag  difrcuiikioii  rh  to  the  alleged 
violsllitn  of  Daitd'f  iriiulobrr,  in  nrdrr  to  pay  ihv  agread  ransoqj 
to  Anliocbuf.  I 

t  He  was  dcrcatcd  and  slalo  bjr  Phratiat«s,  Ving  of  Parthia.     Prid. 

ii.  3AS. 
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Saraariians.  and  dcAtroyrd  the  Icmplo  on  mouot  Geriziu, 
vhich  hnd  bc<Hi  built  by  Sanballat.*  He  then  subdued  the 
Iduniwaiis  ;t  and  ^ving  tbem  their  choice,  whether  they 
wuuld  eiiibrncc  Judaism  or  quit  the  countr)',  they  very  gene- 
rally embraced  the  former  of  those  alternatives,  und  became 
cveolually  ubwirtHtfl  in  (lie  JewUh  niitiun.^ 

As  soon  -AA  llyrcanus  fuund  himself  firmly  seated  on  his 
Ibrone,  he  sent  an  embassy  to  Rome,  to  renew  the  alliance 
which  Km  father  had  made  with  them ;  and  his  ambassadors 
were  w>  well  rereived,  that  the  lordly  senate  ttiok  U|)Oii  ilsylf 
to  decree  the  resloration  of  Cozsra  and  Joppa  to  the  Jews, 
fref-iiij;  them  from  nil  tribute  and  depenilance  uiwn  the 
S>Tian8.  They  also  n^ave  them  money  to  bear  their  expenses, 
wrote  letters  to  all  their  tributaries  to  give  them  a  safe  and 
honourable  passa^i^  throu(;h  their  respective  dominions,  and 
promised  to  Aend  amhas^kilors  of  their  own,  to  we  ihem  put 
in  secure  poaseasion  of  Ihe  places  which  they  had  thuA  decreed 
to  them.g 

The  next  year  H^Tcanua  renewed  the  embassy,  by  sending 
Alexander,  Numenius,  and  Alexander,  the  son  of  Dorolhcits, 
to  return  thanks  to  the  senate  for  this  fivoimdib*  decree,  and 
carrying  them  valuable  preaents.|]  The  senate  thereupon 
made  another  decree,  confirming  all  that  had  been  granted  io 
favour  of  the  Jews  the  preceding  year,^ 


•  Pftil.  i.  460.  AO-3.  H.  30.).  Sfv  post,  in  Urwl. 
f  JihIkI  »unt«t)u)  ft  nalura  itn  fiierunt  ah  initio;  IduniKl  ■Dtemnon 
furrnnt  JudKi  ab  initio,  «cd  Phmnicf-s  ct  Syrl. «  Judsiia  Mitlrm  ■upe- 
nd, ot,  at  clrcumcidrreotur,  et  in  unam  cum  ria  gentrm  colrcnt,  cl 
risdent  Irgibdft  KutMlcrpntur  idscli,  Ju(i«i  111111  nomlnati.  Prid.  U. 
too.  «li«re  tee  aliio  ■  Tull  diuusiion  relnllogto  tli«M  peopl*. 

;  Piid.  il.  SOfl.  4  Prid.  (i.»7l. 

I  Contlalinjr  of  a  shield  and  cnp,  both  of  aolid  gold,  aad  of  the 

value  of  fifty  (hoBMod  piecet  of  iheir  carreot  coin.  Prid.  11. 971. 
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Dnmntrius  Nicator,  Imvjng  refrninwJ  his  liberty,  had  fp- 

pOBScsBcti  hiinaelf  of  the  throne  of  Antioch,  im  the  <Ieath  of 

Antiochtu  Sidetes;  but  was  finallv  defeated  by  Zebioa,*  an 

impostor,  and  slain  at  Tyre.t     Wilh  this  inlrtider»  who  ob- 

tauiod   poasetsion   of  a  ^nl  part  of  the   Syrian   emfiire, 

I  flyrcanus  mmle  aslrict  loa{>:ue  and  alliance,  and  availed  him- 

1^^ of  all  these  divisions  and  rpvolnliona  for  consolidating  and 

■CStabliahing  his  .lowish  dominions.^ 

Zefaina  bointj  ovorthrown  by  Physcon,  kinj  of  Epypt, 
Antiochus  (Jrypus,  or  Antiochus  EpiphaDes  11.,  and  who  was 
tlie  second  son  of  Dcmotrius  Nirator,  succeeded  to  the  thnme 
of  Syria,  and  meditated  a  war  wilh  the  Jews,  probably  in 
revenge  fur  iheir  alliance  with  the  impostor ;  but  whilst  pre- 
paring bis  army,  he  was  prevented  from  his  puriwse  by  a 
K>bcllion  excited  against  him  by  his  half  brother,  Antiocfaiit 
Cyzicenus.^ 

DurinfT  the  wars  between  these  rival  brothers,  and  which 
ended  in  iheir  dividing  the  empire  between  them,  Cyncenus 
reigning  at  Damascus,  and  Gr^'pus  at  Antioch,  Hyrcaniis 
increased  in  richi'S  and  )K>wcr ;  and  Hmling  himself  secure 
froni  any  attack  from  the  Syrian  armies,  sent  Aristobuhts  and 
AoliguuuH,  two  of  his  sons,  to  bcsie^  Samaria ;  when  the 
Samaritans  wnding  for  assistance  to  CvEioenus,  he  approached 
Ihf  city  to  raise  the  siege,  but  wns  defeated  and  pursued  m 
far  as  Scythopolis  by  Ihe  young  Uyrcani.  They  then  renowrd 
tbe  siege,  and  allliongh  an  ineffertual  attempt  to  relievo  il 
was  made  by  some  troops  of  C}'zicenus,  and  Apiun  or  La- 
thyms,   king  of  Kgypt,  it  finally  surnndorod ;  whereupon 


•  He  «ai  the  ton  of  a  broker  of  Alexandrii.  incl  Mgntil  btnueir  lo 

be  the  »on  of  AlrisnOrr  BiUs.     Prht.  il.  S73. 

t  Cleopalrt,  th«  « ir«  of  Detnelriuii.  was  11  woman  of  motl  btknvas 

clisrtctcr.     Prill,  tl.  S7*,  »7fl.  tTU. 

t  Prill.  Il.Wi.  S  Prid.lt.  881. 
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H^TConns  demolUheil  the  placo,  razed  tli«  houst?^  to  the 
^ruund,  and  drew  trendies  l>ackwards  and  forwards  acniss 
the  ruia»,  aud  fiUtil  tlieiii  with  walur.* 

By  the  treacherj-  of  Epicratea,  one  of  the  generaltt  of  Cyzi- 
ceiiufi,  Hyrcanus  acquired  posiiessioD  of  Scytbopoli^t  ^nd  the 
other  places  which  t)te  Syriatu  iben  huh),  and  hy  hiu  conquest 
of  Samaria  he  became  master  of  all  Judi>a,  Galilee^  and 
Samaria  ;  and  thus  finally  established  himself  in  a  powerfVd, 
and  duriuf;  the  remainder  of  his  reign,  in  a  quiet  iU)aiimon.t 

TowariU  the  close  of  it,  however,  hr  iiivolvisl  himself 
in  some  uncomfortable  djgpulra  between  the  rival  sects  of 
the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees,:^  in  cunsequcnce  of  a  vain- 
glorious uppeal  he  made  to  tiie  former  at  a  festival,  and  of 
whichonoofthem  took  a  very  natural  advanta^;§  andiiilhc 
result,  occasioned  the  loss  of  his  popularity,  as  well  as  much 
Inconvenience  to  himself  and  his  family  :||  and  dyingH  the 
next  year,  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  sou,** 

ARISTOBULUS, 

In  the  office  of  the  high  priesthood  as  welt  ta  of  the  so- 
twerdgnty, 

*  "  So  sailh  JoHf  hss*  snd  SiliAnut  cavUi  niQcb  ml  him  for  it, 

ibrctnie  Saniarla  stood  upon  an  high  )itU.    Bui  Brnjiniin  of  Tudela, 

ptio  wan  on  the  pUc«,  tells  us  hi  h\»  Itlneriry.  tliftl  there  were  u{K»n 

Elbe  top  of  th}«  hiU  many  focotalns  of  watvr  ;  and  Trom  lhe>e,  water 

lenougb  oiigbl  liava  been  derived  to  fitl  these  trenches."     Prid.  li 

.SBA. 

t  Prid.  II.  BM, 

:  Prid. U. SOr. -iSi.   WheraseearulliccoantoraUtheJeitiibseeU. 

^   Pritl.11.880.  i  PrId.  U.«06. 

1  Joscpbus  allrfTcs  he  was  a  prophet,  and  held  communication 

>Uh  tioii»  by  the  Hath-Kol,  or  the  daughter  of  a  toIcc  ;  where  leo 

I  curlooa  deicriplion.    Prid.  ii.  SGO.  800. 

••  Prid.  il.  Wa. 
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Onf>  of  the  first  acta  of  this  prince  was  to  shut  up 
mother  in  prisuii,  and  iitarve  hor  to  death^  io  ronaetjuenoe  < 
her  clainiing  a  ri^t  to  reign  by  virtue  of  her  faoaband's 
will:*  at  the  same  time  pattinjf  his  throe  younger  brvthursj 
into  close  conlinetneiit.f  \ 

He  then  pruceeflcd  to  subdue  the  Iturteans,  and  after  the 
example  n(  hist  father  with  the  Idumipans,  to  compel  them  j 
either  to  embrace  Judaism  or  abandon  (heir  dwellings.^  | 

On  his  return  from  Ibis  expedition  he  fell  sick,  and  left 
his  next  brother,  Antigonas,  in  command  of  the  army  ia 
Iturtea;  when  his  queen  and  some  of  his  cuurtien,  cnrioua 
of  the  favour  in  which  Aristobulus  held  \m  brnther,  excited 
his  mind  to  jeatuusy  against  him,  and  by  nieam  of  niisrepre* 
scnting  a  message  to  bim,  were  the  occasion  of  the  assaMii* 
nation  of  Antiguntts,  by  the  unintentional  nnlers  of  his 
brolher.g  But  remorse  for  the  act,  iis  well  as  for  tbo  murder 
of  his  mother,  brongfat  upon  hitn  a  disease,  which  terminated 
his  existence,  during  (he  first  year  of  his  rcign.]| 


•  Prtd.  ii.  4U.  t  Prid.  U.  430. 

t  Prill,  ii.  430.     See  p.  403. 
§  PriU.  ii.  43S. 
||  Prtd.  Ii.  438.    "  And  truly  any  one  would  br  surprlsnl  at  Jadisl 
1  this  occasloo.   Hi*  was  of  th«  sect  of  the  Estenes.  tnd  bad  nevef 
failed  or  dcceiTcil  tnrn  iii  his  predictions  before.     Now  this  aiao 
saw  Antlf  onas  as  be  wu  pissloff  alooR  by  the  temple,  and  cHmI  out 
to  his  aeqaaintanee,  (they  were  not  a  few  wtio  altcuded  upon  hin  at 
his  scholan)  **  O  iilnin^c  ! "  uid  he,  "  It  Is  good  for  me  to  die  oov, 
since  truth  Is  dead  before  me,  and  aomewhat  that  1  hsf  e  foretold 
hull  proved  fnlsc  ;  for  lht«  AntifCOQtis  Is  this  day  alive,  who  oqghlJ 
to  have  died  this  day  ;  and  thu  place  where  he  ought  to   b«  all 
according  tn  that  fatal  decree,  wan  Hlrato's  lower,  wliich  Is  al  ih 
dUlanceof  >li[  hundred  farlonirs  from  this  place;  and  y«l  fourboer 
of  this  day  arc  over  already,  which  poiol  of  time  reiiderv  the  prB>1 
dicUoa  imposslbU  to  be  fulfllled."    And  when  ibo  old  man  bad  said  i 
this,  ha  was  dejected  is  his  mind,  and  ao  eootlnued.    Bol  in  m  Ultl« 
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On  tho  death  of  Aristubulus,  bis  ihroc  brolhors  wer'^ 
liberatotl  onl  of  prtsoii,  and  AIp3uiu<W,  ibn  eldi'sl,  fiurceediHl 
Id  the  throne ;  but  the  next  or  fourth  sun  of  Hyrcaniui,  baviog 
made  xoroe  attempt  to  supplant  him,  was  put  to  ilealb.* 

Alexandrr,  baring  deft'atcd  ihi?  ptftpU*  uf  Ptuk>nuiL>,  and 
bended  their  city,  was  coni|H*llp<I  to  rii$c  that  siego  by  lite 
approach  of  Ptolemy  iJitbyrwR,  who  then  roigned  in  Cyprus. 

Having  enticwl  that  prince  into  a  treaty  with  him,  they 
both  fell  iMi  Zoiliisof  Dora,  and  Slmton^i^  tower ;  but  Lalhynw 
having  disciiTcrcd  (hat  Alexander  was  intrin;uing  with  Cleo- 
patra, his  mother  who  rei<;ned  in  Egypt,  derlared  war  ogainat 
the  Jewish  prince,  and  defeated  him  in  n  pitcheil  batllo.  with 
the  kutt  uf  thirty  thousand  men,  ruinitiiilitig  aiia  of  the 
greatest  rruelty-l* 

Cleopatra,  having  tnarcbcd  her  force*  to  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander, took  Plolemais;  hut  was  ao  capricious  that  she  would 
have  seized  upon  Alexander  and  his  territories,  if  she  had  not 
been  dissuadinl  from  it  by  Ananiai^  one  of  her  generals,  who 
waa  both  a  countryman  and  kinsman  of  the  Jewish  prince, 
and  who  n>tuming  safe  to  Jerusalem  and  recruiting  hi«  nrroy. 
laid  aiege  to  Gadara;^  which  ho  took  after  a  ncgi>  of  ten 
months  ;§   and   aOerwards,  Amnthus,   another  citv  bovond 


4 


limv  aewi  cane  that  Aotignnat  was  «Uln  In  a  lublrrrauroun  place, 
which  wax  itself  alio  eallc<l  Htrato'a  tower,  by  the  taaie  BBtae  with 
Ibat  In  C'Knarea,  which  lay    by  the   aeaslde ;  aod  ihli  Binbi|[ull)  it 
wai  that  eantMt  the  pro^het'i  diforder."     Joi ,  Hi.  '2AK  ti.  9S&. 
•   Prid.il.  430.  t   Prid.  it.  U«- 

X  Now  Om  K'it.    Irby  and  Manglea  relate  that  the  aaelcnt  (Mife- 
nrol  of  Ibc  elly  li  sllll  to  be  •eeii.  and  llie  tracei  of  the  chariot 
wheels  vUibU  In  the  ttoDrii;  p.  SUA.     Ptid.  ti.  44S. 
It  Prld.  W.  US. 
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Jordan,  wht-Te  he  scizod  immense  IreasuTcs  belong^in^  to 
Thtvxlorus;*  but  timt  priin-o  having-  overtaken  him  with  a 
lar^*  army,  defoaied  him  with  u  loss  often  thousand  men,  and 
drove  biin  hack  to  Jenisalem  uith  disgracf.f 

Recruiting  his  forr<s,  howover,  he  seized  upon  Raphia  and  . 
Anthedon,  and  laid  siege  to  Gaza,  which  he  got  posaesKion  i 
bv  treacbLT)',  and  in  which  he  exercised  great  inhuiiiantly, ' 
nnluriiig  th.it  city  to  a  heap  of  ruina,  anil   then  returned  tu 
Jerusalem.^ 

Alexander  liad  united  in  bis  own  person  the  of5ce  of  priesti 
as  well  Its  prince,  and  in  that  t-.hararler,  on  eutoring  ihe  tem- 
ple on  the  feast  of  tabiTiiaclus,  the  Pharisees,  who  roniprised 
the  largest  sect  of  the  Jows,§  took  that  opfKirtunity  to  insult 
him,  by  calling  him  slave,  and  pelting  him  and  his  all^Ddonls 
with  citrons.  Hut  guardin  immediately  slew  sir  thousand  of 
the  niultittidc,  and  enclosed  the  comt  uf  ihe  pricBts  with  a 
wooden  partition,  to  protect  him  from  similar  inmtts  in 
future.  11 

And  with  (he  «amc  view,  being  afraid  to  trust  hi<  country- 
men, he  called  in  a  foreign  force  af  six  thousand  Pi«idians 
aud  Cilicianfl,  ox  a  tMidy  guard.^l^ 

Afterwanls  he  (Kuweil  over  Jordan,  and  reduced  the 
Arabian)!,  and  the  inhabilouls  of  Muah  and  Cilead  into  sub- 
jection tohini;**  and  thence  proceeding  towards  Amathu, 
retook  it  tuid  razed  liiat  city  to  the  ground.tf 

Afterwardi  making  an  excursion  into  Caiilonitis,  he  was 
drawn  into  an  ambush  by  Obcdos,  an  Arabian  king,  whenio 


*  H<^  WIS  Ihp  Mm  of  Znio  Cotyla*.  prlneo  of  Philadelphia.     PW> 
II.  UA. 


t  Prltl.  il.  lU. 


•  Prid.  II.  «6. 
I  Prill.  11.  MB. 
••  Prid.U.MO. 


^  Seo  p.  409, 
tt  Prid.  II.  430 
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he  lost  the  groalcst  part  of  bis  army,  and  scarrely  V5rap«>d 
himself.  On  liia  r<?tum  to  JenisaJpm  a  rebelliuD  bnike  out 
amongst  hia  subjects,  which  ended  in  a  civil  war.* 

After  it  had  raged  with  ^at  fury*  the  prince  tried  to 
ne^ociatc  with  them,  offering  to  grant  everything  which  they 
could  in  reason  desire;  but  they  answered  this  gracious 
overturn  by  an  insolent  reply,  that  the  only  thing  ihcy 
wanted  was  that  he  would  cut  his  nu-n  throat.  Being  un- 
able, however,  to  cope  with  their  sovereign,  they  applied  to 
Demetrius  Eucherus,f  who  then  reigned  at  DamaMrus,  for 
aasiftaDce,  who  invaded  Judea  with  three  thouttaud  horse  and 
forty  IhMtsand  foot.  Alexander,  having  marrhod  agaituit 
this  army  of  invaders,  was  dcfeatetl  with  a  great  loss,  and 
compelled  to  take  shelter  in  the  mounlains.^ 

In  this  great  extremity  he  was  saved  from  utter  ruin  hy 
B4>  extraordinary  a  re-action  in  the  minds  of  his  rebellious 
subjects,  that  six  thousand  of  them,  apparently  pitying  hia 
then  redurcd  situation,  resorted  to  him  in  such  numbers,  that 
Demetrius,  fearing  lest  all  his  Jewish  troops,  of  whom  be  had 
a  great  number,  would  desert  too,  quitted  Judea. § 

Upon  this  event,  Alexander  was  enabled  to  resume  the 
offensive, but  his  ironpswerc  in  such  a  state  of  insubordination, 
that  he  was  not  able  tn  reduce  them  into  subjection  to  his 
authority,,!  till  by  a  decisive  battle  he  cut  off  the  mnjar  part 
uftheraintfae  rout;  and  then  besieging  and  taking  the  city 
of  Bethnme,  where  the  chief  of  those  who  had  flrd  took  refuge, 
lie  carried  eight  hundred  of  them  to  Jerusalem,  and  then  per- 
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•   PrM.  il.  Wl. 
t  H»  wit  lOd  of  Aalioehus  Ory^hoa.     He  wan  likm  in  hiItU  by 
the  PstlhUni,  sod  dlrd  In  capliiily.     Jos.  U.  2i/l  iil.  2iS.  Wi.  361. 
et  seq. 

t  PtM.  a.  4M- 

I  Pria.  It.  4W.  I  Prid.  iL  4Aft. 
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pelrated  a  most  diabolical  act  of  cruelty,  which  obtained  him 
the  fturnaiiic  of  rhraciilaa.  ^^ 

DaTLD^  appuiuted  a  fefttivaU  at  which  his  wives  and  con^^ 
cvbiDM  were  present,  he  orden'd  thrjioiMghi  humlred  capfive^^ 
lebeU  to  bRcnicifird;  and  whilst  Hngeriug  on  the  crusst^s, 
ordered  ull  their  wires  and  children  to  bo  sluin  before  ll 
faces,  himself  and  his  ^lests  enjoying  the  spectacle.  ThW 
alrurious  act  had,  however,  the  ofiecl  of  quelling  the  rebellion  ; 
for  the  rest  of  the  party*  terrifii-'d  by  this  pmceedio^.  Bed  (ha 
country*  in  which  their  faction  Itad  lost  not  less  than  5 
thousand  men.* 

As  suuD  as  be  wus  recovered  from  ihi'  etfccls  of  thii;  rebel- 
lion, Alexander  proceeded  to  repotaoss  himself  of  wve 
cities  which  had  revolted  from  him  during  the  laic  war ; 
marching  over  Jordan,  ho  took  iuid   deslrnyed  Pella, 
drove  the  inhabitants  into  banishment.     He  afterwards 
Dia,  and  laid  siv^e  to  Geraaa^f  Gaulana,  and  fiicleuciu, 
of  which  places,  with  several  otiiers,  he  took.^ 

The  ensuing;  yoar  lir  inuile  liini»clf  muster  of  the  valley  of 
Antiochiis,  and  the  strong  fortress  of  Gamola;  cnrryiDg  with 
him  tu  Jerusaleuif  Demclnuii,  the  guvemor  ur  prince  of  ihnt 
city,  as  a  prisoner.  At  the  end  of  this  expedition,  which  hsd 
occupied  him  three  years,  he  was  al  jenglb  received  hy 
subjects  witli  grv^t  acclamations  ;  hut  now  enjoying  full 
be  gave  himself  up  to  luxury  and  drunkenness, 

A  quartan  ague,  or  some  other  severe  disease,  was  tile  con- 
sequence of  Ibis  liahit  of  life;  but  in  llie  hope  of  dissipBtit^ 
it  hy  activity  and  exercise,  the  Jewish  prince  cross(>il  Jurilao 
with  his  army,  and  laiil  sie^e  to  RagHhn,  a  caslte  in  lh« 
country  of  the  Gerasens.  This  exertion  and  futigue  pro- 
ducing- a  conlriiry  effect  from  that  which  he  expocteil,   ihe 


PrM.  II.  4AS. 


t  Prid.  i1.  40S. 


;  PrId.  11.  40«. 
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muniirrb's  dUoase  grew  worse  and  uorae  ;  and  as  he  intended 
In  t^avp  the  kin<;dutn  to  hiM  wife  Alexandra,  sho  expressed 
Iter  frsTH  thai  the  Pharisaic  faction  w<nilil  l>i>  Uh*  [>ow(Tful  fur 
her  and  her  children  aAer  his  decense.  To  guard  a^<kin8t  this 
run&ef|i]«iiro,  Ah^xnnder  advised  her,  in  case  uf  his  death 
before  the  ronfjuest  of  the  beste^^d  city,  to  coDtinuo  to  pro- 
set-iiie  thp  Aiegt!  and  ennce.il  Ids  death  till  she  had  taken  it ; 
and  then  to  carry  his  curpsc  home  with  her  to  Jentsalem,  and 
convene  the  faeadn  of  the  Fhariuees,  and  submit  (o  their  deci- 
siuD,  whether  the  body  of  the  deceased  monarch  tdiould  Ih: 
buried  with  honours,  or  pxpu»Hl  to  indig^nity ;  otfering  at  tbe 
same  time  to  f^vern  the  kingdom  by  their  advice,  and  place 
them  iu  all  offices  of  trust  and  anthority. 
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Alexander  dying'  iwon  aAer,  his  widow  followed  his 
■pi^mis  but  Atrao^ni  adviei?,  and  it  so  far  succeeded  that  t\w 
resentment  of  the  Pharis«^*s  was  allayt^d,  and  the  monarch  was 
Imried  with  grv^at  splemloiir,  and  Alexandra  Battled  in  tlK> 
^Tcmmeiil  of  tbe  country:  one  of  her  first  acts  beinp  lo 
invest  her  ehh'rt  son  \n-  the  late  monarch  with  tbe  office  of 
high  pricsL* 

Having  fultilletl  her  pmmtiic  of  placing  the  administration 
in  the  hamis  uf  the  Vharisaic  faction,  ihpy  ImmefHalcty  revoked 
the  decree  of  John  HyTOmos  for  abolishing  the  traditions, 
which  they  forthwith  re-oRtabUshed ;  and  6rom  that  time  to 
the  prraenl,  thexe  miseraMr  people  like  a  iiect  of  equally 
mitterable  and  mistaken  ChristiaiM.f  have  been  seduced  by 
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trattitioDiiT}' Jore  lo  forsake  the  law  of  God,  and  btiUeve  in 
ihe  invcutions  of  wicked  men  nnd  the  ductrines  ofdcviU.' 

The  new  mioistiy  next  released  all  their  frieixU  and  coa- 
nections  out  of  confincincDt;  and  not  contented  with  that 
measure,  proceeded  to  prosecute  with  extreme  severity  those 
who  were  sup|>osed  lu  have  advi&ed  the  late  prince  in  hu  pro- 
ceedings against  them,  and  especially  the  abettors  of  the 
abominable  crucifixion. f 

These  proceedings  aa  maj  be  supposed  were  highly  adTcrso 
to  ihti  inclinatioiia  of  the  queen,  although  she  is  suspected  of 
having  been  alwavii  inclined  tolhedoctrine  of  the  Pharisees;^ 
but  she  was  obliged  lo  submit,  and  even  authorize  (hem,  from 
ber  dread  of  a  civil  war,§  till  at  lengih  the  friends  of  ibc  late 
king,  with  hu  second  son  Aristobulua  at  their  head,  went  in 
a  body  lo  Alexandra,  and  representing  to  her  their  wretched^ 
state,  besought  her  either  to  put  a  stop  to  the  proceedings  ofl 
the  Pharisees,  to  allow  them  to  <|uil  the  country,  or  lo  place  ^ 
them  ill  the  differenl  garrisons,  so  that  they  might  have  ihc 
means  and  upporluniiy  of  defending  themselves.     Alexandra 
adopicd  the  latter  alternative,  which  was  perhaps  the  owst 
|iolilir  course  she  could  puntue.H 

Plolemy,  prince  of  Chalcis,  at  (he  foot  of  mount  Libanos, 
having  invaded  Damascus,   Alexandra  sent  Aristobulus  to] 
suppress  the  inroad,  but  he  only  seized  upon  Damaacut,  *o4l 
employed  his  time  chiefly  in  ingraiialiiig   himself  with  tbtt' 
army,  and  laying  plans  for  his  fulure  elevation  to  the  throne.^ 

Tigranes,  king  of  Armenia,  and  afterwards  of  Syria,  lajing 

■  siugo  lu  Ptolemuis  wilh  an  immense  army,  Alcxaodn  aeirt 

ambaasadon  to  him  nith  large  presents,  in  order  lo  aeGtm 

his  friendship,  und  prevent  him  from  invading  ber  tcrrilorieA( 


•  Prid.  ii.  M6. 
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\  Prid.  ti.  409. 


:   PHd.H.47«. 
I  Prid.  ii.  4ri 


%  Prid.  U.  476, 


armcAvus  tr. 


and  which  he  peceWed  probably  with  more  favour  titan  he 
would  have  done,  if  h\s  preaenco  hftd  nut  been  required  in 
another  part  of  his  dominions.* 

Alexandra  having  attaintnl  the  advanced  a^  of  serentr- 
throe,  fell  sick,  ami  it  iKYoniing  evident  ihat  slie  could  not 
lonf; survive,  Aristnbalus,  having;  nKolved  to  seize  the  crowf 
upon  Iter  death,  lel^  Jerusalem  privately  by  night,  and  re- 
paired to  the  castles  in  which  his  futher's  friends  had  at  his 
imlSgation  been  pl:ii!e<)  as  ^^rrisons,  and  by  whom  be  wai  so 
weU  Rceivetl,  that  within  a  for(iu^;ht  he  was  in  poaaeasion  of 
twenty-two  of  the  fortros.9es  uf  Judea.  But,  besides  his  own 
friends  and  partizaiis,  both  the  amiy  and  the  peopWtwere 
ready  to  declare  fur  him,  so  oppressively  had  the  Phsriaaic 
Rilminixlmtinn  condneted  itself.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
Phariseeti  diitcovertNl  how  Aristdbulits  was  likely  tu  succeed, 
I  hey  placed  Hyrcnna^  nl  their  hra<t,  aikI  went  to  the  dying 
qncen  for  her  advice  and  instnictions ;  but  utie  told  llit'in, 
that  38  she  was  no  longer  able  to  ^ve  directions  about  woridly 
afTain,  lliey  must  niana;^<  for  ihemselves  as  well  as  ihey 
could;  and  dying  soon  afterwards  left  Hyrcanus  heir  of  all 

hVT  pOSSCS8ioD8,t 
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Hyrcanus  II.  accordingly  a<tsnmfld  the  diadem,  and  ibe 
Pharisees  supported  him  at  first  with  all  their  power;  hot 
Arislobulns  having  collected  an  amiy,  a  docistve  battle  took 
place  near  Jericho,  where  most  of  the  troops  of  Hytcanm 
goinie:  '>*'<'*■  *«  his  brother,  the  former  was  obli^d  to  retreat 
to  Jenunlem,  and  shut  himself  and  Ids  followers  up  in  the 
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castle  of  Baris,  where  ihe  wife  and  cliildrea  of  Aristobulus 
were  cou6ne<l  as  hostages.  But  the  few  troops  which  re« 
niaiued  with  him  at  Ia.st  going  over  to  Aristobuluit,  Hvrranus 
was  compelled  to  submit  to  an  arrangement,  by  which  he 
resigned  both  tlic  government  and  priesthood  to  his  brotbcfi 
upon  condition  that  he  should  bi<  allowed  to  live  in  peace  and 
quiot^  and  enjuy  his  private  fortune  without  niale&tatian.* 

The  course  of  the  history  of  this  very  interesting  and  woo- 
durfu)  people  now  approaches  New  Testament  times,  and  w«| 
shall  soon  meet  with  names,  with  which  the  perusal  of  Ibatj 
portion  of  tlie  sacred  vtdume  makes  uh  familiar.     The  peace  ' 
whiidi  liad  Ikcii  established  between  the  two  brothers  appeus 
lo  hare  been  sincere ;    and  there  is  no  probability  thut  either 
of  them  would  hare  violated  their  mutual  engagements,  if  a 
mure  mischievous  spirit  bad  not  excited  feuds  between  tbcm. 
Such  a  spirit  unhappily  was  found  in   Anlipas  or  Aniipaler, 
an  Idumiean,  and  who,  or  «  hose  family,  hud  embrucoil  Juda- 
ism upon  the  conquest  of  that  country  by  HvTcanus  l.f 

Being  of  a  noble  family  he  had  been  made  governor  of 
Idumea  under  Alexander  Janneus  and  hisqueeu  Alexandn;| 
but.  After  their  decease  identifying  himself  with  the  fortmuai 
of  their  son,  Hyrcanus  II,  when  Ihat  prince  was  deposed,  ba  j 
lost  all  prospect  of  futuru  advancentent.^ 

Having  induced  Arvlus,  king  of  Arabia  PetraDa,  to  fumtdi^ 
him  with  an  army,  he  with  difficulty,  and  under  the  luiare- 
presenlation  that  his  brother  intended  to  assassinate   him, 
prevailed  upon  Hyrcanus  lo  fly  from  Jerusalem,  and  place 
himself  nt  the  bead  of  the  Arabian  army;  with  which,  lo  the  I 
amount  of  hfty  thousand  nwn,  he  marchod  towards  JcniMlaiD« I 
and  defeating  ArisiolHiliu  drove  him  intu  the  city,  wbeo  thst  j 
prince  was  obliged  to  lake  refuge  tn  the  mountain  of  tb«J 


Prid.  ii.  460. 


♦  See  p.  407. 
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temple,  where  all  the  priestU  joined  him.   but  most  of  the 
people  revolted  to  HjTcanus.* 

On  the  Approach  of  the  passover,  Aristobulus  and  his  partr, 
being  B^fatly  in  want  of  lambts  and  beasts  for  the  sacriticcs, 
made  a  treaty  with  iheir  besiegers  to  supply  them  on  rocciv- 
tng'  payment,  and  the  money  was  accordingly  let  down  lo 
them  DTcr  the  wall ;  but  they  kept  the  money  and  refused  to 
supply  the  aniuialu,  and  ttiereby  sacrilegiously  occasioned 
the  worship  of  God  to  be  neglected.  At  the  same  time  the 
besiegers  committed  another  act  of  great  cruelty  and  wick- 
ediiesB ;  fur  Ouias,  a  man  of  great  sanctity  of  life,  being  theu 
at  Jerusalem,  having,  as  was  believed,  obtained  rain  from 
heaven  in  a  time  of  great  drought  by  his  prayers,  Uiey 
concluded  that  his  curses  would  be  {><iually  eflectual ;  and, 
therefore,  bringing  him  forth  before  the  army,  they  ui^ed 
faim  to  curtip  Arintobulus  and  all  his  parly.  The  holy  man 
long  resisted  all  importunity;  but  finding  there  was  mi 
resouKC  he  devoutly  "prayed,  "  0  Lord  God,  rector  of  the 
universe,  since  those  that  arc  with  us  arc  thy  people,  aud 
Ihey  thai  are  besieged  in  thy  temple  are  ihy  priests,  I  pray 
that  thou  wuuhlit  hear  the  prayers  of  neither  uf  them  against 
the  other;"  upon  which  the  licsiegers  were  so  enraged,  that 
they  stoned  him  to  death  upon  the  spot.t 

Soon  after  these  events,  Scaunis,  one  of  the  Ucutenants  of 
Pompey,:^  the  Roman  general,  being  at  Damascus  with  a 
detachment  of  troops,  Aristobulus  and  H)Tcanus  both  sent  to 
him  for  assistance;  but  accepting  of  the  offers  uf  (he  fonner, 
OS  did  also  Gabinius,  another  of  the  ume  generars  liente- 
nanld,  who  was  also  in  the  province,  they  sent  word  to  Aretas 

•  Prid.  ii.  470.  +  Prid.  il.  «*M. 

X  Pompey  hid  been  a)ipoint«)  by  the  i«nate  to  SDCoeed  LucoUiV^ 
in  the  goTemmenl  of  Alia,  ctiiefly  with  a  llew  to  ioish  the  war 
•gabut  MItbrldattfS  and  Tigraoes.     Prld.  II.  409. 
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to  dnw  off  Ms  forces;  and  tliat  prince  immndiaiely  nuaii^r 

thesiegv,  Ari^iohulus  rollowocl  hini  with  what  troops  ho  coold 
collect,  and  defeated  him  with  great  slaughter  at  a  pUcts 
called  Papyrion,  in  which  baillt^  a  fjreat  many  Jews  oft 
party  of  Hyrrnnits  |)CTishod,  and  amongst  the  rest  Cephalic 
llie  IjTother  of  Antipaten* 

Pompoy  having  at  length  arrived  at  DamaacoB,  kept  a  aoct^ 
of  court  there,  when  (he  ambassadors  of  sevoral  neigfabourio; 
jHitentalea  attended  hiua,  and  amongst  olberst  some  from 
Judea,  who  presented  him  with  a  vine  of  gold.-f  of  the  value 
of  four  hundred  talents,  which  waji  aflt:Twards  deposited 
in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  in  the  capitol  of  Rome,  ioscnbed 
as  thogiR  of  Alexander,;^  king  of  the  Jews.Ji  , 

A  f^er  prosecuting  the  war  against  M  itbridates,  Pompey  1 
retunie<l  again  into  Cmle-Sma,  whou  Antipater,  on  the  pan 
of  l1)Tcanus,  and  Nicodcmus,  on  behalf  of  Ariidobulus,  bolh 
appmled  to  him  respecting  the  c-ontruvcrsy  betwe«i  thow 
two  unhappy  brothers,  whom  their  rtajwctive  fiirliona  would 
not  suffer  to  live  in  pf>ace.  Pompey  diamissctl  tlietu  both  with 
every  appearance  of  impartiality ;    but,  at    the   same  time, 
ordering  them  to  appear  personally   before  him,  when  hei 
would  decide  equitably  between  thom.    Nicodcmas,  however*! 
injured  hJK  niuiilcr's  cause  by  complaining  of  the  eitortiuu 
of  the  four  hundred  talents  by  Scaunu,  and  three  hundred  , 
by  Gabiniua,  hefiire  alluded  to.|| 

Pompey  luiving  been  obliged  lo  prosecute  ibi?  conclu 
of  the  Mitlu-idutic  war,^  the  cause  between  the  rival  I 

•  Pri(l.li.4aa 

t  A  vlna  or  faTd«n,  called  Terpol(>,  the  d«)i|[bt.     Jos.  li.  SML 

t  Prid.  ii.  408. 

§  They  would  not  own  Ariilobului  lo  be  hin;,  ^nd,  therefore,  pot 
his  ralh«r'i  QKni«  upoa  it,  intt^d  of  hli.    I'rid.  U.  409. 
^  I  Prid.  H.OOl. 

%  Prid.  U.  001— AW.   Where  sec  a  concise  accovnt  of  the  Mtlfcri- 
dalle  wsr,  and  the  ohsracter  of  that  Bocardi. 
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was  postpooed  till  the  return  of  the  Roman  goncral,  when 
both  of  theni,  with  their  respective  pArtiftans,  appeared  before 
him.  There  was,  however^  a  third  party  of  Jews  who  were 
alike  hostile  to  the  claims  of  each,  atid  who  plraded  that  they 
might  Dol  be  govcruiMl  by  a  kiii^ ;  that  it  had  bi-cu  furiiicrly  llie 
usage  of  their  nation  to  be  governed  by  the  high  priest  of  the 
God  they  worshipped,  who,  without  assuming  any  uther  title, 
adiniuistered  justice  to  tliem  acconliug  to  Ibe  laws  and  con- 
stitutions transmitted  down  to  them  ^m  their  furefathcri ; 
that  it  was  true  indeed  the  two  contiqiding  brothi^rs  were  of 
the  saceniotal  race ;  but  they  had  changed  the  former  manner 
of  the  government,  and  introduced  another  form,  that  they 
might  thereby  subject  the  people  tu  slavery.* 

llyrcanus  relied  upon  his  rig^hl  of  primogenitorej  against 
which  Ariatobulus  alleged  hia  brother's  incapacity,  and  tlie 
necessity  of  a  more  efficient  administration.  Pompcy  not 
wishing  to  lake  an  active  part  in  Jewish  affuire  till  ho  had 
5nt!«hed  hU  war  with  Aretas^  suspended  his  decision;  but 
ArJstobulus  anticipating  the  prejudices  of  the  Roman  general, 
ratircd  from  Damascus  without  tiiking  leave,  and  returned^ 
borne  to  Jerusalem,  and  prepared  for  war,  which  greatly 
incensed  Pompey.t 

Pumpey  having  compelled  Aretas  to  submit  to  him« 
marched  into  Judea,  towards  the  castle  of  Alexandrion,^ 
which  Aristubulus  had  strongly  fortified.  Pompcy  having 
sent  for  him,  he  came  to  him,  by  the  persuasion  of  his 
friends,  verj-  unwillingly,  two  or  three  times;  but  continuing  ' 
his  warlike  preparations  notwithstanding,  the  Roman  general 
at  last  compelled  him  to  surrender  all  bis  castles  to  him.     On 


•  PrUl.  i).  507.  t  Pria.  II.  A06. 

I   A  itrong  fortreas  litaAtvd  in  the  ratranco  onbe  eonnlry,  en  «a 

Ugli  nouatala,  built  by  Alexander,  Ibu  htbcr  of  Ariatobalas.    Prld. 
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his  return  to  Jcnisalem,  however,  he  prepared  for  war, 
evidently  fluctuating  be(M-ecn  hope  and  it^ar.* 

The  wily  Roman  saw  «'<>U  cnon^  how  to  fnak«  his 
a<Ivantag^  of  wich  vacillntion;  stnil,  iheneforp,  marchina» 
^1  to  Jericho,  an<l  ihcnce  to  Jenisalcm,  Artstobnlus  sent  out 
to  meet  him,  and  offered  a  general  mibmission  and  a  sum  ol 
neoey,  which  Pompey  accepted.  But  when  Gal>iniuR  ap- 
proached to  rercivi?  the  stipnlatod  tribute  and  ratify  tbe 
treaty,  he  found  the  gatts  shnl  against  him,  which  so  incetuefl 
Pompey,  that  he  confined  Aristobulos,  whom  he  had  retained 
tn  his  camp,  in  chains,  and  marched  to  Jeni«ilem.t 

The  party  of  Aristobulus  retumeii  ioto  iJie  mountain  of  ibe 
temple,  and  breaking  down  tbe  ))ri()|;eB  over  tlie  dm?p  vatli«ii 
and  diirhes  which  surroHnded  it,  resolved  to  defend  it  to  tha 
la&t  oKtrcniily.  But  Hyrcanna  and  his  party  not  only  n*coive<l 
tbe  Koman  army  into  lltn  cit}.,  \ml  supplied  them  with  male* 
rials  to  besiege  tbeir  feUow  citizens.^ 

At  the  tad  of  tlire«  niontbs,§  Voin\»y  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining pcMMtioii  of  the  temple  of  Jemsalem,  destroying 
twelve  thousand  Jcv/s,  and  conraiittiog  many  acts  ufgrcal 
orueltr.ll 


M 

fl 


•  Ptid.  li.  600.  t  Prid-  IK  611 

J  Prill,  ii.ftl^ 

^  It  It  rmarktble  tbtt,  according  to  Josephot,  ibii  took  pUe*  i 
a  Ko1f>ma  r«it  ■iiiiually  obsrrrrd  on  acconni  of  the  rortncr  taklog  i 
JtrTWu\tsm  by  Nebuchfedaea-zar.    Prtd.  II.  AI4.  I.  01.    See  p.  1 

H  "  Anowf  tt  all  thU  acrae  of  dnrtdfBl  detinioUon,  It  U  i 
thai  Ibe  prinAs  that  were  tbeu  to  ikt  temple  wrat  on  with  the  dftBr  * 
service  of  ll,  whhout  bubig  dvterred  cither  by  itiu  ngt  of  llirlr 
•nnnies,  or  the  death  of  Itirir  rriomU  ;  cboosinp:  rather  to  Iom  tbair 
Urea  uuidil  t}ie  words  of  the  prevaltliig  adversary,  than  deaert  lll« 
lerftce  of  ibeir  God  ;  and  many  of  ihem,  while  tbry  werr  thus  rn- 
ployed  at  tliis  liae,  liad  tlitlr  own  blood  ■tlnfiled  with  the  blood  of 
the  sacrlflcei  wlilcb  tfa«y  were  otTeriog,  and  MX  themselvea,  by  ib« 
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Not  content  frith  bis  g«neral  success,  the  Roman  general 
•ncl  bis  uriicors  penetratL«d  ialo  the  holy  of  holies,*  which 
greatly  inct-nseil  ihe  Ji-ws;  ahKtaining*,  however,  from  l»kin>^ 
any  part  uf  the  troasiiros  there  deptwiled  kit  sacr«tl  purposes, 
ami  directing  the  temple  to  be  puriAedy  and  ibe  service  to  be 
continued  there  as  before.f 

Before  he  qiiiltefl  Jerusalem,  Pnmpey  demolished  the  walLi 
of  the  city,  restored  HyrcanuB  tu  the  otiice  of  the  priesthood, 
and  made  him  prince  of  the  country,  upon  payment  of  a 
tribute  Uj  the  Kotnans;  but  would  not  allow  him  to  wear  a 
diadem,  or  cKtcod  his  bordeni  beyond  the  old  limits  of  Judea, 
at  the  instigation  of  tliA  Jews,  who  were  now  as  tired  of  a 
king  as  they  had  formerly^  been  anxious  for  one ;  and  who  no 
longer  witihetl  Lobe  like  (lie  rest  uftlie  nations  in  that  re8|K-ct.§ 


fwonJfl  of  tholr  tnrrelci,  a  lacrificc  to  Ihotr  duty ;  which  wis  an 
InftUoceortleady  ooostancy  mueti  aHtnired  by  Pompey  litniscir,  und 
Uietrceany  where  cUc  to  bn  Ihnroughly  paralleled."  Priil.ii.M4. 
*  WliBfl  Pompuy.  using  or  abusing  iho  riglit  of  conqurnt,  {>nt<Trcfl 
liilo  ihe  holy  of  holiM,  it  wis  obscrred  with  aniaicmeol, '"  Nulla 
intun  Deilra  efflfir,  varimni  leilem  el  inaniA  arcant."  Tac.  lliat. 
V.  9.     It  WIS  a  popular  saying  with  regard  lo  tlt<>  Jews — 

Nil  prater  Biib««  rl  c<rli  nnmro  ■ilunit. 

Gibboo.  li.  873. 
Read  alau  the  whole  of  tbefi  fill  book  of  the  hliiorr  of  Tacitus  for  an 
ritraordinary  prrvvnilon  of  the  origin  and  bUlory  of  thr  Jowi. 

t  "This  did  oot,  howfTcr,  expiate  for  hU  profanation  of  Qod's  holy 
temple,  and  the  Impiety  of  which  be  made  blmself  gullly  thereby. 
Ililhirrlit  lie  had  found  wonderfol  Baeeeas  in  all  hit  undertaklnga, 
hut  in  lbi«  act  It  all  endtd.  For  hereby  hafliig  drawn  Ood'»  curse 
upon  him,  he  nerer  prospered  after.  Thli  o*iT  tlie  Jews  waa  ibe 
la-ot  of  hi»  «iclorira."     Pfld.  11.  AH. 

I  I  Baai.  Till.  10. 

\  The  tyraaoy  of  Alexander  Janncos  bad  made  the  Jews  weary 
of  n'gal  govrrnmeot;  and,  therefore.  lb«y  had  formerly  ppliiiooed 
l'i>in]ify  for  the  abollihlng  of  it.  at  the  time  whfHi  he  hearil  the  eaaae 
of  the  two  brotbera  at  Uamascas ;  and  la  conpliaoce  with  them,  he 
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Having  rebuilt  Gadara**  which  had  been  lately  de 
by  the  Jews,  lie   placed   that  and  the  whole  province 
Syria  under  the  presidency  of  Scaarua,  and  took,  with  him 
ArUtobuliu^  with  his  sons  Aloxanderf  and  Anli^nu8>  imdm 
two  of  bis  daughters,  as  captives,  to  adorn  his  triumph.^        ^ 

ScAurus  havinv  involved  himself  in  a  war  with  Amtas, 
kin^  of  Arabia  Petrtpa,  bad  nearly  met  the  fate  of 
Charles  XII.  at  Pultowa;  but  ftras  rescued  froai  bis  daDg«r 
by  HyrcaDa.s  who  relieved  his  difitculties,  and  by  Antipator, 
who  negociated  a  peace  for  him  on  payment  of  1hre«  buncinKi 
talents  of  silrer.  But  Scaums  was  recalled,  and  Marciufl 
Pbilippus  made  president  of  Syria  in  his  riH)m.§ 

On  Pompey's  arrival  at  Rome,  Aristobiiliu  and  his  sun 
Antigonus  were  led  as  captires  in  his  triumph,  the  former  of 
whom  he  afterwards  kept  in  prison.jl 

Alexander.the  eldest  son  of  Aristobnlus,  returned  to  Jnde-a, 
and  having  collect<><l  an  array  of  ten  Ihou&and  foot  and  one 
thousand  five  hnudrod  horse,  seized  upon  AlPxandriunOf 
Machems,  Hyrcania,  and  several  strong'  castles  which  he  for- 
tified. Hyrcnnus  not  vcnttiring  to  meet  hU  nephew  in  lb« 
field,  and  being  prohibited  by  the  Romans  from  rebuildic^ 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  solicited  the  help  of  Gabinioa,  who 
had  succeetlod  Marcius  PhillippuN  as  president  of  Syria,  and 
who  Iherrupon  with  M.  Antoniu^  his  general  of  hone,  came 
into  Judea  with  a  large  army,  and  being  joined  by  Antipatvr 
and  other  partizans  of  Hyrcanua,  defcatinl  Alexander  with 


w»nt  so  far  as  to  lake  away  thcUadem  aod  thvoaneof  king,  ihaafh 
he  did  not  the  power.     For  when  he  restored   lljrreanui,  ha  gm'n 
him  the  sovereipi  aathorlly.  though  under  another  iiyle. 
*  A  atroDf  city,  the  capital  of  Perea,  on  the  borders  nf  the  laka  of 

Oeneaarelh.     Butler,  SlO.     Wellt,  II   IfiS.     Jot.  Iv.OA. 

t  Alexander  made  hia  eseape  during  the  narrh.  and  retarned  lotA 

Judca,  wtiere  be  raised  new  troubles.     PHil.ii.  AlO. 

:  PriJ.  il.  AlC.  ■  (  Prid.  it.  51&  |  Prid.  IL  Aid. 
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iM'lon  of  three  thousaDd  men,  and  shut  tiim  up  in  Alex- 
andrium.  Thny  wore,  however,  prevented  from  coming-  lu 
extremities  by  the  intervenlion  of  the  mother  of  Alexander, 
Ihrou^  whose  mediation  a  trcah'  of  peace  was  conclinlod 
upon;  Alexander  atirrendeting  all  hiti  ensiles,  ^^hich  were 
immediately  razed  to  tho  ^Tound,  aud  being  himself  dis- 
missed with  pardon  and  impunit>'.* 

After  thiii  arranfroment,  Gabiniut^  proceeded  to  Jerusalem, 
aiid  confirmefl  H^Tcaniis  in  the  high  priesthood,  but  chau;^ed 
tbe  form  of  the  c^vil  piveminent,  by  depriving  him  of  the 
regal  or  princely  power,  alK>lishini^  ihe  great  and  inferior 
Sanhedrims,  dividing  the  uhuli>  of  Jndea  into  live  provinces, 
and  estubliKhing  a  supreme  and  independent  government  in 
each  of  the  following  places,  viz.  Jern&alem,  Jericho^  Gadara, 
Anmtbus,  anil  Scpphuris.t 

Aristobuliis  and  his  s^m   Anligonus  having   made   their 
eacaiie  from  Rome,  and  being  joined  by  Pitholaui,  formerly, 
a  partisan  of  H  \Tranus,  soon  collected  an  army  and  ptK 
himself uf  Alexandrinm  and  furlilinl  it;  and  proceeding  to 
wards    Macheniit  with    ifie  same  object,    was  overtaken 
Hbenna,  a  son  of  Ciabinins,  with  his  two  lieutenant^,  Antuniua 
and  Servilius,  who  defeated  him  with  IhetosMof  five  thottatud. 
men;   and  having  taken  Macbents  where  he  had  relreatedgj 
mode  him  and  hu  son  Anligonas  prisoners,  and  sent  him 
back  Id  Rome,  but  Anligonua  waa  released  according  to  the 
promise  made  by  the  Roman  general.^ 

ftabiniiis  having  engaged  to  reston^  Plulemy  Auleles^  to 
the  throne  of  Hgj'pt,  and  lu  dispooiess  Archelausll  die  then 


•  PrM.  II.  A20.  t  Prld.  il.  530  I   PrM.  11.  OSt. 

{  Or  the  pip«r.     Prid.  II.  406. 
I  Hit  father  wis  ane  of  the  gcnrrali  of  MIlhrldatM ;  bat  havlnK 
afterwards  joii)«tl  Iliv  Romuii,  ho  wai  by  Ponpey  mads  hlfh  pri«t 
oftlie  moon,  ihe  grnl  godtick*  of  tbe  ComnDNni,  Ia  Pairtltti  wl' 
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reigning  monarch,  sent  forward  M.  Antooiua  to  seize  ihe 
passes  ;  in  which  be  was  much  assisted  by  Hyrcaniisand  Anli- 
pater,  who  provided  the  Romans  with  supplies,  and  gave  tbetn 
letters  to  the  Jews  residing  at  Onion,  by  whose  assiitaiice 
Antony  was  enabled  to  make  hiniKclf  master  of  Pelusiom.* 

Whilst  GabiniDa  was  in  Egypt  with  the  main  body  of  the 
Roman  forces,  Alexander,  the  eldest  son  of  Arislobulns,  col- 
lected together  a  large  army  and  destroyed  a  great  number  of 
the  Romans,  and  drove  Ihe  rest  to  take  refuge  tn  mount  Geri- 
zim,  where  he  besieged  Iheni.  But,  upon  the  return  of  tho 
Homan  general,  a  battle  took  plaref  beiwe<»n  Ihnir  respective 
armies,  in  which  Alexander  was  defeated  with  tho  loss  of  ten 
thousand  men.  when  Gahinins  going  to  Jerusalem,  settled  all 
things  there  aecnrding  to  Ihe  mind  of  Antipater.J 

Grains,  having  succetnlnd  Gahiniua  in  Ihe  provlnre  of 
SfTia,  marched  to  Jerusalem  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  upon  nit 
the  trcasnre::^  in  the  temple  :  when  Eleazer,  one  of  the  priests, 
aware  of  hi.4  iniquitous  objerl,  offered  to  discover  to  him  ■ 
concealed  bar  of  gold§  if  he  would  Uke  an  oath  to  spare  all 
the  rest.  Upon  rccciring  the  shining  treasure,  however,  it 
only  served   to  inflame  his  cupidity ;  for  in  violation  of  hw 


n 


tojert\gn  suihorlty  oitr  the  iithsbiisnt'i  of  the  place  :  of  whom  no 

fewer  than  six  ihuussnd  ppr«oo«  were  devoted  lo  the  KrrTlce  of  thai 

goddcBS.     He  ifterward»  tiecatjie  kln^  of  Ggypt,  bj-  niKrrytng  Ben' 

uicfl,  the  daaghter  uf  Ptolemy  Aulete«.     Prld.  li.  503.  M». 

•  Prid.  II.  ASI. 

t  Near  mooat  Tabor.    Jo».  ill.  27i. 

J   Prid.H.  630. 

(  Of  the  weight  of  three  hundrf;d  Hebrew  tDltim  ;  and  which  for 
better  security  had  been  put  into  a  brum,  which  he  had  caaicd  l«  ba 
made  hollow  for  (h«  recrpllon  of  it ;  and  placing  thli  bcaBiovvrlba 
•Dlranee  which  was  front  Ihe  holy  place  inlo  Ihe  holy  of 
cauinl  Ihe  Veil  vltlch  parted  the&s  two  pUcus  to  be  hung 
Pill).  II.  MS. 
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oatb,  he  plundered  the  temple  of  atl  its  wealth,  to  tlie  amount 
of  £2,000.000  of  our  money,  or  ten  IbousaDd  tatents.* 

On  the  death  of  Crassus,  at  the  battle  of  CairhEe.t  the 
command  of  the  routed  remains  of  the  Koman  army  devolved 
upon  Cttssius,  who  retreated  with  it  into  S^Tia;  and,  having 
recovered  Tyre,  laid  siege  to  Tarichsea,  a  city  oo  the  lake 
of  Gennesaretb,  where  Pitholaus,  with  the  remaining  parti- 
sans ofArKtubulus,  had  shut  themselves  up.  Having  taken 
the  place,  Cjssius  made  all  the  garrison  captives,  except 
Pilholaus,  whom  he  put  to  death  by  the  advice  of  Aniipaler; 
and  afterwards  forced  Alexander  to  accept  of  lermsof  peace.J 

The  jealousies  between  Pumi>ey  and  Julius  Caesar  having 
at  length  involved  the  whole  Roman  empire  in  a  civil  war; 
one  of  the  firet  acts  of  the  latter,  on  cominp^  to  Rome,  was  to 
liberate  Aristfibulns  from  liis  confinement,  and  placing  two 
legions  under  his  command,  to  send  htm  home  to  Jerusalem, 
with  instructions  to  raiae  Syria,  Phoenicia,  and  Arabia  in 
favour  of  the  Ccesarcan  interest.  Some  of  Pumpey's  parti- 
sans, however,  contrived  to  poi^n  him  on  his  march ;  and 
his  son  Alexander  having  raised  some  furces  in  expectation 
of  his  father's  arrival,  he  wits  arretted  by  Q.  Metellus  Scipio, 
and  being  carrietl  to  Aniioch,  and  condemned  by  a  formal 
trial,  was  beheaded  by  the  order*  of  Ponip<'y.§ 

The  next  public  transaction  in  which  the  Jews  bore  a  con- 
spicuous part  was  when  CwsHr,  having  imprudently  followed 
Pompcy  after  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  into  Ejiypi,  with  too 
auiall  a  number  of  forces,  became  shut  up  in  Alexandria,  and 


•   Prid.  ii.  639. 

t  He  was  rfpeitfill;  utiled  by  |rrcieBt]ed  dnerteri  from  the 

eneny,  who  st  list  coaduclfd  him  Into  bogs  mtl  mor«as«i,  wh«re 

both  h«  Kod  Ills  arm]'  wrro  cut  to  plccei ;  for  bcioj  Justly  destined 

In  dntruciloii  on   Kccount  of  lili  ttn|>lniis  sicrilejre  st  Jrruislcait 

God  ctst  iDfalu&llons  into  all  hli  eouasols.     Pttd.  11.  AiS. 

:  Prld.  II.  6U.  4  Prld.  U.  M9. 
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found  himsHilf  in  dnnger  of  being  overpowered  by  ^ 
Egyptiaus  in  the  iiilorest  of  Ptolcoiy,  Comsat  having  for 
an  illicit  conuexion  with,  and,  tbemfore,  faTuuriiig  the 
intflresbi  of,  his  si.strr  Clnnpnlrn.*  Having  cUspatched  Milh- 
ridates,  one  of  the  sunti  uf  Orodes,  king  uf  Purthia,  to  collect 
and  bring  him  snccouis  from  Syria,  and  (be  aeighbouring- 
provinces,  he  was  fundshod  bv  Antipaterand  llyrcanug  with 
a  large  auxiliary  furrc  of  Jews,  the  former  marching  ai  tboir 
bead  and  ditiplnying  (pvnt  pruwess  throughout  the  Alexan- 
drian war,t  besides  renderiDg  the  additional  aervirv  of  in- 
ducing the  Jews  who  inhabited  the  city  of  Onloo  to  declare 
{d  favour  of  Caesar.^  In  return  fur  these  aerTices,  bdbrc 
Ctesar  quitted  Egypt,  he  contirmed  the  Jews  in  the  etgoj- 
ment  of  all  their  ancient  piivilc^a  in  Alexandria ;  and 
ordered  a  pillar  to  be  erected,  whereon,  as  well  the  ikriTilogM 
Iheiuselvejt,  as  im  decree  conhriniug  ilu'm,  were  iusrribed.§ 

Nor  was  this  all  the  Hdpanlago  which  Antipater  derived 
from  his  Egyptian  expeditiun,  forCiesar  having  at  length  1 
Alexandria  in  order  to  resist  the  inroads  uf  Phamarca, 
of  Pontus,  in  putting  through  Syria ;  he  was  u|i|tlied  to  I 
Antigonus,  the  mrviving  son  of  Arifilohulufi,  who  becou];bt^ 
him  to  adopt  the  inrere^ra  of  his  family,  urging  as  a  eJaira 
that  both  liin  father  and  brother  bad  Icut  their  liva  in  hlft 
cauHe;  making,  at  the  same  time,  Itcavy  complaints  a^unst 


•  PrKI.  11.357. 

t  In  a  tpoplf,  eallnd  thn  Scnipriira,  it  Almndrla,  Pl<^cBif  Bator . 
ftncL  his  succcMoni  coUrcloil  anil  (l(^in»itpd  a  famoas  littrar)'*     KnM 
BDolhvr  in  a  museum  or  culkjtv  In  a  pnrllculnr  part  of  tlie  Miue  clty|i 
callMl  Bruclilun.     Uuriiifr  ihl*  war.  itic  library  al  Bruchiura,  willi] 
four  hundrrd  itioiiianil  rolunra,  was  accidentally  liumrd  ;  as  wtM 
tbr  Serapctim,  with  its  HUbBK)u^t  valuable  nddEliun,  by  I  ho  San* 
cent,  (A.  D.  (U^.)  upon  liir  ({round  that  iho  Coran  alone  was  ocettaary 
for  mnnLind.     Prid.  ii.  .13.  Sd.       Hve  ii.  3d7. 


I  PriJ.U.MU. 


^  Prid.il.  «H. 


both  Antipator  and  Hyroanus.  The  interest  of  the  fonner, 
however,  vraaso^ent,  Hiulsurh  his  infloenceover  Ihe  Roman 
commander,  and  so  ncrc^ary  was  he  become  to  the  Komaaa, 
that  he  not  unly  refused  to  listen  to  the  represent atioos  of 
Auttgonus,  but  coutirmed  H yrcanus  in  the  office  of  high  priest 
and  the  principality  of  Judea,  to  him  and  his  family  in  per- 
petuity, appointing;  Antipater,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  procn- 
rator  of  Judea  under  him;  uid  directed  that  his  decree  should 
be  enliven  in  tables  uf  brass  and  Latin,  and  be  hung  up  in 
ibecapitol  uf  Rome,  and  in  the  temples  of  T^Te,  Sidon,  and 
Aakalon,  in  Pha'uicia.* 

By  viHuuof  thiri  decree,  Aniipatcr  settled  the  civil  guvem- 
mcttt  of  Judea  under  llyrcanus,  in  Ihe  same  manner  as  it  had 
been  previous  to  the  ordinances  of  Gabinius,  all  of  which  he 
abolished,  and  appointed  Fhasieliis,  bis  onn  eldest  son, 
governor  of  Jerusalem,  and  Herod^  his  uecund  son,  goTcmor 
ofGalilee.f 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  latter  prince,  who  was  then  in 
ftie  vigour  of  youth,  was  to  suppress  a  gang  of  banditti  who 
invested  and  ravaged  Oaltlee  and  the  neighbouring  parts ; 
and  having  taken  Mezckiah,  tbeir  ringleader,  with  several  of 
their  tissociatea,  he  put  them  all  to  death,  and  (bus  attracted 
the  notice  and  favour  of  Sestus  Cvsur,  the  president  of  the 
province.^ 

Those,  however,  who  envied  the  growii^  greatnets  of 
Antipatcr  and  his  family,  reprrsenlvd  this  tninnctiovi  to  H)t- 
cauus  ui  a  vioUtiou  of  the  laws  by  putting  tlie  above  men- 
lionc<l  depredators  to  death  without  a  legal  trial,  and  induced 
him  to  summon  the  j-oung  governor  licfore  the  Sanhedrim. 
Herod  appi>aring  there  cluthed  in  purple,  and  surrouude<I  by 
his  guards,  neither  IKTcanus  nor  any  other  member  of  tbo 
Sauhedrim  durst  accuse  him,  except  Soroeas,  who  not  only 
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•  Prid.  11  fiCA. 


t  Prld.  It.  fltt). 
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cliaipHl  him  «hli  a  viulatiuu  of  the  law,  but  boldly  reproveJ 
hiiu  liir  appearing  befon;  tbu  court  in  a  way  that  was  coku- 
lalod  lo  overawe  llieir  scutcnco  and  pencrt  (lie  cuune  of 
justice.  Nur  wast liis all,  for  tbis  intrepid  man  also  reproached 
Hyrraiius  and  hiit  brethren  fur  llieir  pusiUauiniiiy,  in  allowiog 
Iheiuselves  to  be  tlius  inliinidatcd ;  and  lurewkmcd  lhefla» 
tliat  ihouj^li  ibey  now  spared  Herod,  tlie  lime  was  not  far  oflT 
when  be  houIiI  not  spuro  Ibem;  but  (hal  the  just  jiidj^neot 
of  God  should,  by  hU  Itiudfl,  be  ex>*cuti.Hl  u|)ou  them.  ^7^1 
cuDus,  however,  did  all  he  could  to  obtain  the  acquittal  o^ 
Ili'ro(l,iu(lu<-ni'ed  «s  well  by  his  pergonal  regard  for  Iheyoutb, 
us  by  a  threatening  letter  liu  had  reveivctl  from  Sextiis  Caesar. 
Unt  Ihc  rest  of  the  court  being  rou-stn)  by  the  address  of  Sa- 
meaa,  llyrcanus  perceiveil  he  couUI  not  obtain  an  a<(|uittat 
for  his  favourite;  and  thpreforr  lo  avoid  the  disgraie  of  a 
condemnation,  adjourned  the  court  till  the  next  day,  and 
the  mean  time  aKsistod  Herod  to  fly,  during  the  night, 
Damascus,  where  he  placed  himself  under  the  protection 
SextuB  Ca>sar.* 

Haviug  gltcu  that  geueral  a  sum  of  mcuiey,  he  ohta 
from  him  the   gnvrrnineni    of  Ccele-Syria,  and   colic 
another  anny  he  marched  into  Juilea,  with  the  avowed  inlea- 
tiou  of  deposing  Hynanus,  and  (le.stri>ytng  the  whulu  Sanh^ 
ilrim;  but  from  the  commission  of  thetie  enormities  be  < 
prevented  by  the  inlerpositian  of  his  father,  Anlipulpr, ; 
his  elder  brother,  Phasael.f 

In  a  sort  of  civil  feud  which  took  place  belwecti  iheRuroa 
gcoeraU,  Si-xtuaCsesarand  Aniislius  Vet4is,ontbeoDD 
on  the  |»art  of  Caesar,  and  Corilins  Bassns  on  the  others '# 
general  of  (lie  I'umpeian  faction,  Anti|>.-iier  and   bis  soaa 
sided  with  the  former,  and  rendrrcil  ihcm  considerable  i 
vices,  J 


•  Prld.  11.  6C0. 


t   Frio.  U.  000. 


:  prid.  n.67u 
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III  this  feud  Sextus  Caesar  was  antesinatcH,  aod  Statias 
larrus  was  appointed  by  Ctesar  lo  succeed  him  in  tht'  presi- 
denry. * 

In  the  fif^h  consulate  uf  Julius  Ceesar,  HyrcanuB  applied 
to  liim  fur  pcnniiisiuii  to  restore  the  walU  uf  Jrnisalem, 
which  had  been  pulled  down  by  Poropcy ;  and  tbitt  request 
ihe  dii-iatur  readily  g;rAnted,  in  ron^idemlion  *t(  the  services 
he  had  rendered  both  in  Egypt  and  Syria.  A  decree  having 
acconliti^ly  been  passeil  at  Rome  fur  the  purpose,  Anlipatcr 
•d  about  the  work,  and  the  furlificalioas  of  the  city  were 
resturefl  as  in  former  Iinie8.t 

After  the  asaas«inaiion    of  Cteitar^  by  the  hands  of  the 


•  Prid.  11. 578.  +  Prid.  ii.  576. 

I  "Casarwas  a  T«r>^xtra(}rdiniiry|)rraon,  of  great  parts,  polite 
litenljre,  and  thorongti  ibilitifs  in  all  the  oris  of  war  kchI  cItII 
govprnment,  uid  of  equal  dill|rrncp  mid  nppllcniloit  in  the  use  aodJ 
pursuit  of  bolh.     llowcTrr,  many  of  hii  enlrrpriiifs  bring  mtered 
upon  wlih  gmt  rashness,  this  abundantly  prorrs  that  he  oved  the 
tiicccM  which  lie  htd  iu  then,  only  lo  an  orerrnling  power  of  pro- 
kidroce  on  his  sidr:  wliich  having  srt  him  up  as  a  til  )UBtrum<*[it  for^ 
Uie  Mrurk  which  h«  brought  to  post,  carrird  him  through  all  dangers  ] 
and  hsaard*,  to  ihe  full  accomplishing  of  tl  ;  and  after  that,  wh« 
thcr«  was  no  more  for  him  lo  do.  ca»l  him  olT  \o  perish  like  a  rod^ 
Mhlch  is  llirown  iotu  lh<>  flr«  when  no  more  to  be  used.    The  wotIc| 
wu  (Jod't ;  but  it  being  malice  and  nmbition  thai  excited  him  to  bal 
til*  iiulruinrnt  in  llhi  execution  of  it.  he  justly  bad  for  llic  reward  f 
thercvf  that  destrucllou  b>  which  he  fvll.     Having  found,  in  two  orj 
llirre  of  his  ■ttenpls,  the  hand  uf  prniidenee  with  him,  he  aft«l^] 
warit,  presuming  hereon,  oflen  ventured  on  very  liaxnnluus  under* 
lading*,  without  having  soyolher  prospect  of  succenling  In  them. 
Umh  from   the  conlldeiiee  which  lie   bad   In  tital  which  ho  called 
his  good  fortune.  And  he  aever  failed  in  any  ofiherB;  for  he  foogbl 
Bfty   battles   wilhout  missing  of  success,  unless  at  Phartis,  where 
he  s«aw   for  hu   life,   aod   once  at  Dyrrnchium.      And   Iu  theta 
battles   lio   is  said   to   have    slain   one   niillion  one   hundred   and 
nincty>two  thousand  men ;    which  suSrlratly   (ifuves  him  to  hav% 
beeo  a  terrible  scourge  In  tha  band  of  Uod,  for  the  ptutislu 
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Roman  ptriots  as  thcv  are  cafled,*  Cassius  procf?eded  info 
Syria  and  raised  n  considfrable  army,  wlipre  being  joined  by 
Murciis,  liu  marched  into  Phoenicia  and  Jiidca,  and  obtainctl 
posseastou  of  bolh  those  couiitrips  ^^^  »ot  together  no  less 
ibon  twelve  legions  of  wihliers.  For  the  maintcnauce  of  su 
Iwge  an  amiy  he  was  obliged  to  levy  heavy  contributioiu  ; 


th«  wickedness  of  ihal  age  In  vhkh  he  lived  :  and  consequently  ha 
li  to  b«  reputed  the  (greatest  pest  and  pla^e  that  minkiod  tbeo  ba4 
therein.  But.  notwlthitaixling  this,  his  actloni  have  wiih  many 
acquired  great  glory  to  his  name  ;  whereas,  tme  glnry  Is  due  ooljr 
to  those  who  beneSi,  not  la  those  who  ileslroy  mnnklad."  Prid.  II. 
677,  &78>  And  how  close  an  itnilslion  ot  hii  character  has  bees 
raised  up  in  our  own  times,  in  llie  person  of  Nspolcuo  Duooaparte, 
who,  however,  fell  xvry  short  of  his  protutype  in  whatever  was 
pralsewortliy. 

*  **  This  wns  a  most  base  and  vlllanoua  act,  anil  lbs  nor*  id.  u 
the  prime  lulhors  of  ll,  Marcus  Bntlus,  Decimoi  Brutus,  Cassius,  and 
Trebonius,  and  some  others  of  (hem,  »ere  those  whom  Caur  had  in 
the  hlghett  maimer  obliged ;  yet  It  was  exeeuled  under  the  notion  of 
an  high  heroic  virtue,  In  thus  freeing  their  country  from  one  whom 
they  called  a  tyrnnt ;  nndthcresre  not  wanting  lurh  ktire  rrady^evea 
lu  our  da)  s,  to  spplaud  the  act.  But  divine  juitleo  declared  itself 
otherwise  in  this  matter;  for  it  pursued  every  one  of  them  ihatwera 
concerned  herein,  said  to  be  sixty  in  aumbrr,  (Prid.  il.  073.)  with 
such  a  just  and  remarkable  revenge,  that  ibey  were  every  man  of 
them  cut  off  la  a  short  line  after.  In  a  violent  manner,  either  by  ikrir, 
own  or  other  men's  hsods.— Ptid.  11.577-  At  the  battle  of  Phlltppl  ^ 
Brutus  and  Ca<«ius  were  both  defeated  by  Oclavianua  (Aag«aiin| 
and  Mark  Anthony,  and  by  a  just  retribution  of  divine  vci 
opon  Iheni,  they  were  both  of  llieni,  that  Is.  rssaius  flrst,  and  aft' 
wards  Brutus,  furecd  to  murder  thptnselves;  and  what  was  most 
aignal  herein,  thry  bolh  did  it  with  the  aame  swords  with  whi 
they  bsd  murdered  Cviinr."— Prid.  li.  ^80.  "The  last  survivor 
the  assas»lns  wasCaislus  ParmeDsis.  who,  af^er  the  battle  of  AetluB, 
fled  to  Athens,  where  being  terrified  with  the  like  apparltlMi  wbleb 
appeared  to  Brutus  at  Phllippl.  he  was  overtakea  and  put  to  doath 
by  the  meaBcoferi  of  Octavlaava."— Prid.  U.  073. 
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and  Judea  vms  taiccd  at  sevp.n  humlrnl  Ulents^  whirb  was 
Booii  raised  by  Antipater,  and  hU  8ons  Phasuel  oud  Herod, 
Malicliuti,*  and  olhors.  Herod  having  first  brought  bis  quota, 
ingTBtialcd  himself  much  with  Co^iua ;  but  Gitphna,  lunninus, 
L)-dtb,  Thanina,  and  some  other  cities  of  Judea,  not  being 
quite  so  much  on  the  alorl,  Cassius  caused  all  tlie  inbabilants 
lu  be  8uld  by  auction  fur  ibe  raising  of  the  money;  and  would 
have  put  Malichus  to  death  for  his  failure,  if  Hyrcanus  had 
not  sent  odp  hundred  talents,  out  of  his  own  treanres,  to 
redeem  him.t 

Caanui  and  Hurcus  baring  marthed  into  Loodicea,  iu 
order  tomippro.ssPublinsCorneliusDoliilwll.'i.who  had  married 
Tulliii,  a  dau<{hter  uf  Cicero,  left  Herod  in  the  goTcmmcnt 
of  Ctele-Syria.^ 

MalirhuK,  who  was  cnrioufi  of  thn  influence  of  Antipatei  i 
ami  his  Rons  Jdid  a  pint  fur  lukini;  away  his  life;  but  Antip 
liavinnTpreiverl  iniimalion  of  hisdesi^,  pn-pared  himself  to 
disappoint  it.  Malichus,  liuweveT,(iu  lulled  his  suspiciun>that 
he  interceded  with  Murr us  to  spare  hia  life,  which  that  oflSccr 
hnd  intended  to  Inke  awav  on  account  of  various  factiouftJ 
designs.   Notwithstanding*  titis  oblig:ntion,  Malichus  pcraistedl 
in  his  puTiHise;  and  one  day  wlM^n  Antipater  was  dining  with] 
HyrraiiuK,  be  bribed  the  buller  lo  administer  jmison  to  him 
in  a  Clip  erf  wine,  whereof  he  died.      iMalichua  tlicr<!upon 
seized  the  gmemnietit  uf  Jeni-salem  with  an  armed  force,  and 
et>deavo»ecd  to  jRTSuado  Fhaaaelus  and  Elerod  that  he  was 
wholly   innocent  uf  their  father's  murder.     Herod    would 
haTO  taken  instant  revon<^,  but  Phasa.Rlus  rccommende<1  him 
tu  proceed  by  cnitt  and  blratai^eu),  and  therefore,  aflcclin^  to 


*Ili*  »u  ■  Jew  by  birih,  aiid  ftlit)ou)th  ne^it  la  powrr*ndBulhA-i 
rity  to  Antipiipr.  vho  w&s  ftn  Uumi'sn,  was  vavtou*  of  tha  lalter'i] 
•ii|HTioHly.   Ptid.  ii.  SM. 

f  Hrltl.  U,  A6tf.  ;  Prill,  ii.  AM. 
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give  credit  lo  his  protestations  of  innocence,  they  sus 

their  operations  fur  the  moment ;  and  conducted  tbemaelTM 

toward  him  as  usuul. 

Herud,  however,  having  communicated  to  Cas&itu 
circumstances  of  his  fathcr'ii  death,  received  permiasion  front 
him  to  reveuge  it,  who  also  sent  orders  lo  the  cotninu- 
ders  of  the  Uonian  gurrison  at  Tyre,  lo  assist  him  ia 
the  accomplishment  of  bis  desij^n.  Casaius  having  taken 
LaodiciPR,  tho  prinrrs  and  chief  turds  of  Syri;i  and  PalcMlM 
proceeded  thither  with  coiu^atulattomi  and  pa'sentx;  and 
Hyrcanus,  Malichus,  and  Herod,  having  set  out  fur  thai  pur- 
pose, as  they  were  drawin;s;  near  lo  Tyn^,  Herod  buUMtf 
invited  all  the  rontpaiiy  to  sup  with  him,  and  •ent  hii 
servants  forward  under  pretence  of  preparing  for  itu^ir 
reception,  but  with  Ihc  secret  orders  of  Cas&iua  to  iJie  com* 
manding  ofiicer  in  the  garrison,  who  thereupon  wnt  out  a 
baud  of  soldiers  to  meet  tlie  Jewish  jirinccit,  and  as  Alalichui 
approached  the  city  they  seized  upon  and  slew  him.* 

It  is  alleged  that  had  Molichus  arrived  safe  at  Tyra,  hk 
project  was  to  have  reU'iised  his  son,  who  was  th««  ia 
hostage,  and  then  to  hare  returned  Into  Judea  and  excited  a 
revolt,  in  the  hope  that,  during  the  civU  broils  of  the  Roioaiu, 
he  might  be  able  to  tteize  upon  and  eslablisb  hiouclf  ia  Um 
independent  sovereignty  of  Judea.t 

The  friends  of  Malichos,  however,  having  gained  OTfS" 
HjTcanuu,  and  Felix,  the  commander  of  the  Koman  forces  at 
Jerusalem,  a  brother  of  Malicbus  took  poaaeftsjon  of  MaaadA, 
and  several  other  castles  in  Judea,  by  pemilfUiion  of  the  former. 
Herod  being  then  conlined  by' sickness  at  Damascus,  where 
Fabius  cuinmanded  for  the  Romans,  Phasaelus  was  left  aluna 
to  support  the  interests  of  his  faction  ;  and  having  succeeded 
ill  driving  Felix  and  all  the  opposite  [>arty  out  of  J  emsakoij 


•  Prid.  II.  a64. 


t  Prid.  II.  aes. 
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when  Herod  returned    they  soon  overpowered   iho   hostile 

pftrty,  and  recovered  Massada  and  all  the  other  fortro^ses. 

■    They  also  upbraided  H  rrcanus  for  ingratitude*  but  that  breach 

'     was  healed  by  llyrranus  g:iviDg  his  gTanddaughter  Mariatnne 

to  be  betrothed  to  Herod.* 

Anligonus,  the  youngest  son  of  Aristubulus,  was  still 
IiTing,  and  uniting  himself  with  the  remainder  of  Ibe  Mali* 
cluBam,  and  being  aiisistcd  by  Marion,  king  of  Tyre,  Fabius, 
governor  of  Damaacua,  and  Ptolemy,  prince  of  Chalcis,t 
rai«>d  a  considerable  army  with  the  professed  objei^t  of 
recovering  his  father's  throne  and  authority.  Bui  Herod 
having  met  him  on  the  confines  of  Judea,  defeated  him,  and 
recovering  what  Marion  had  taken  in  Galilee,  be  returned  to 
Jerusalem  in  triumph.^ 

The  decisive  battle  of  Phtltppi^  having  placed  the  wbula 
Roman  empiru  at  the  command  of  the  triumvira,||  Antuuy 
iMumed  the  goveminenl  of  the  Asiatic  and  African  pruvin- 
ceSf  and  affected  mure   Iban  regal  state.^     Amongst  other 


•  Prld.  li.587. 

f  The  Srtt  of  Ihcae  cngagrd  In  (his  cauie.  out  of  the  hitred  ha 
bore  to  llvrod ;  llie  >«cond,  for  th«  money  wMch  nai  slvpn  to  hire 
him  into  ft  ;  and  ttie  lait.  by  reason  of  lht>  affinity  (hat  «ai  between 
their  faomio ;  for  lie  had  married  a  stater  of  AQtigoiiui.  Pritl.  H. 
M7. 

X  Prift.  II.  Oea  i  Prld.  II.  MB. 

0  Mark  Antnnf.  Aogotlns.  and  Lepidtta. 

H  Wht-revcr  he  came,  after  his  arrival  in  thoRP  pari*,  hr  had  hit 
chamber  door  evrry  moniing  thronged  at  his  levee  bf  tlagf  and 
prince!  from  the  eastern  coontrles.  or  by  ambaMadors  from  others 
of  them,  to  solleli  hla  favoar*  and  Mveral  of  tbem  brought  with  them 
their  wifes  and  daoghlera,  that,  proilltating  thru  to  hla  Imt,  Ibey 
might  thereby  the  better  obtain  their  onda.  Prld.  II.  BBS.  We  have 
another  instance  how  lltlla  regard  wai  al  thU  time  paid  to  the  law 
of  Jehovah  (Lev.  xix.  '29.)  *•  ***'^  ^o*  *'■"''  t"  debauchery  the  whole 
world  was,  loclidlog  the  Jcwi,  from  the  elrcumstaoee  that  Antlgonus 
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ambassadors  and  sup|>liaiits,  sevemlJewsof  rauk  and  cudsiv 
qaence  applied  lo  liim  a^^nst  Phasacl  nnd  Herod ;  but  ihe 
latter  weiv  so  limily  milled  in  his  good  opinion,  and  Herod  btul 
bribed  liitn  bo  effecinalty,  that  they  met  wilh  no  surcosa. 
On  lh(!  olhiT  hand,  other  ambassudors  ramp  fnim  Hyrcantif 
praying  for  the  rosiorntion  of  the  lands  and  territories  wfaicb 
Caasiiu  had  takt^n  from  Ihein,  and  also  for  the  redemption  uf 
those  Jews  whont  he  h.id  sold  inlu  captii  ity,  nod  tbeae. 
prlitiuns  were  immediately  grante^l.*  ^H 

Having  arrived  at  DapbHe,  near  Antiocb,  one  hundred  o^* 
the  principal  Jews  came  to  him  with  renewed  cuniplainl^ 
a<^inBt  the  sonx  of  Aniipater,  when  he  gave  ihem  a  heariog^ 
and  detnanded  of  Hyrcanus,  who  was  present,  nbom  be 
thought  Ihe  most  proper  person  lo  conduct  the  civil  ^vorn. 
nient  under  him ;  and  upon  bis  declaring  in  favour  of  ibe  two 
brothers  he  appointitl  thctn  lo  be  tetraclis,t  and  conimitte 
all  the  atlairs  of  Judea  to  their  managemeot,  and  impriaonc 
fifteen  uf  Ihp  anihassaidorR,  whom  he  would  have  put  to  • 
if  Herod  had  nut  interceiled  fur  them.  Sucli,  h[iwever> 
the  discontent  of  the  Jews,  that  nutw  ilhslanding  their  fonoer 
discomfiture  and  narrow  e&i-ape,  upon  Antony's  coming  ta 
Tyre,  no  lets  than  one  ihuusiiud  of  Ibem  came  to  him  wtti 
reiterated  romplaiuts  against  iIiq  two  brothers;  and  whid 
the  im{>eriuu.s  Hotnun  ron3itruin<^  into  a  tunmliuouscofitetii]] 
of  his  former  deciMiun,  ordered  his  troops  to  fall  upon  iheni, 
when  they  slew  nnd  wounded  a  greiil  many.J 

Whilst  Antony  was  living  in  the  grooscst  criminiditT  ' 


hetiiliilPil  not  to  enter  into  s  cuntrAct  with  ih«  Vine  of  Parfhti,  te 
(five  up  lo  hl«i  Are  hundred  JrnUh  womrn,  which  ntual  be  Ukrn  to 
bft  for  thf  purpoAM  uf  lust.  Friil.  ii.  AU4^  WeW  tnlnht  ovr  Lord 
ny,  (I.uki>,  xviii.  8.}  When  the  Son  of  Mm  ronitMh,  thall  be  Aad 
fkith  on  the  cArih  f  And  well  might  he  say  so  still,  evra  In  tiib 
profeuiti^  cnanlry. 


•  Prid.  It  wa 


t  PrW.  11.  aeo. 
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the  iu&Dioua Cleopatra  at  Alfxaiidria,  ihoPartli'ians,  with  La- 
bioiiitt  and  the  rLMiiains  of  the  Puiiipriiin  factiuu»liad  invaded 
Syria  willi  a  powerful  araiy ;  and  having  taken  Sidon  ajtd 
Ptolciuais,  seut  a  dotachment  towards  Judni,  with  the  avowud 
purpose  of  aeiting  Antigouus  up  as  king  of  Itiat  country; 
upoti  a  contract  to  dclivtrr  to  Pacorus,  the  I'atlfaiao  mooucb, 
ODetfaoUMnd  laleDtii  and  five  hundred  Jewesses.  Aniigonus 
having  oollectMl  an  army  of  Jews  near  motint  CanucI,  aud 
being  joined  by  the  Partliian  geni->ra),  inarched  into  Judea, 
and  i|pfi>3liii<^  an  iinny  ihat  was  sent  a^iunst  hun,  followed 
ihcni  into  JcnuaKiiu :  but  being  vigorously  »i)p*»sed  by  the 
two  bruthor«,  took  shelter  in  the  inuunlaiii  of  the  temple, 
whilst  the  HfTodians  seized  upon  Iho  palaci^  As  tim  feast  of 
Pentecost  wa!i  approarhtD^r,  and  muhiludes  flocked  to  titc 
city  from  all  quarters,  the  watitu  of  human  blood  bccaniu 
allocking  cveii  io  the  |H>rpetrator9,  and  Antigonns  propocting 
to  leave  tU-'ir  disputt^s  to  the  deciaion  of  the  Parthian 
general,*  to  whirb,  the  twn  hroth(»rs  hnvln*;  acceded,  he  wu 
nreived  into  Jerusulein  with  five  hundred  horse,  and  lodged 
in  Phasael's  bouse;  into  whose  confidence  be  so  eifectually 
inMnuAlL'd  himself,  aa  to  prevail  upon  biin,  contrary  to  ttie 
adviri'  of  llmM),  t.>  go  with  Ilyrcauus  up«-<n  an  emlMiasy  to 
Barziiphnncfl,  the  prefect  of  Syria  under  Pnconw-t 

PhasacI  :uid  Hyrcannfi  wctp  at  fir*t  ri'crtTe*!  by  the  Par- 
thian t;i'n)-nil  vvtih  di<itin>rui^hi>4l  hoiiMiir,  but  be  •toon  ihrew 
Ihcin  into  chains,  n  fair  which  h:ul  Iknii  :d«>  intcndi-il  for 
lIiTod,  but  which  be  escapi^i  by  a  Midden  Aiiihi  from  Jeru- 
uUem,  with  hia  family,  and  such  lroop4a»  he  could  haatily 
collect. 


i 


i 


Pacorus,  cupbearer  to  Pacorun,  the  hon  of  Orodeit  king  of 
PftMliia.     Prill.  li.5tfS. 
t   Prill,  il.  MM. 
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Tn  his  retreat  towards  Massatia,*  he  was  repeatc<11y  as- 
vaulted,  biilh  by  the  Parthians  and  Jews  of  the  hostile  faction, 
in  sevcnil  of  which  lie  ubtained  Ibc  advaiitagcf 

On  coming  to  Ressa,  he  was  joined  by  his  brother  Joseph, 
with  a  large  body  of  forces,  but  on  his  arriTal  at  the  furtresa 
of  Massaila,  ho  was  obliged  to  dismiss  niuo  thousand.  Having 
placed  eight  hundn^l  in  tho  castle  with  Itis  mother,  sister, 
and  other  women  of  quality  he  broug;ht  with  him  from  Jerti' 
salcin,  and  victualled  ilw  place,  he  left  Joiwph  in  rommanff 
of  it,  and  tlien  marchi-d  with  the  troops  whom  he  had  re- 
tained tDpetni4  in  Arabia,  to  seek  the  assistance  of  MalehiM, 
who  had  succeeded  Aretas  in  the  ihrune  of  that  country.  Out 
Malchus,  unmindful  of  the  favours  he  had  received  Irom 
Herod,  urdcre<I  hitn  to  quit  his  tLTritorios»  upon  which.  di«- 
missing  most  of  his  fultuw<?rs,  he   tied  to  Khiuocorum 

When  the  Parthinns  discovpre*!  the  flight  of  TIerod,  rtJ 
plundered  JL'tusalem  and  the  neiglibuurln^j  country,  and  lht.*n 
made  Antigonua  kin^;^  of  Judt'^,  and  gave  Phasael  and 
H)Tc;mus  up  to  liini  in  chains.  Antinipatin;;  that  he  sh'oujd 
under^  a  capital  punishment,  Phasael  beat  out  hit*  brains 
against  the  wall  of  tbo  prison;  and  Anti^uiius  having  cut  off 
the  card  of  Hyrcanus,  in  order  to  rc'nder  him  ever  udet  in- 
capable of  exercisinf^  the  office  of  high  priest,||  delivered  hira 


iS 


Ills- 

th*.*n  ■ 


*  A  CMtle  built  on  Ihe  top  of  n  vt^ry  liigti  mountain,  nrnr  the 
weit  tide  of  tbe  lake  AiphaltUcs,  and  tlic  ilrongrst  rorlresi  in  all 
that  cotintrf.     PrUl.  ii.  «»,V.     J<«.  It.  aHl. 

t  It  w«<t  111  Diemury  tit  ant  of  llmo  suetu^ssful  conttids,  which  was 

fougtit  with  the  Jewi  uf  llip  party  of  AnllgoDos,  at  IbudUlancc  «f 

a1)out  srrcn  milct  from  JcrusaU'in,  tlial  tic  aflcrvrarda  bullta  fkniou* 

palace  called  Ili>rudiun.    Prld.  il.  MA.    ioi.  IL  SW.  iU.  'itA 

t  See  p.  lot). 

IPrid.il.  WO.     See.  p.  122.     Now  El-ArUh. 

I  Lav.  %x\.  lfl-^4. 
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back  again  lo  the  Parthians  io  onlcr  that  his  presence  might 
not  kcL>p  alive  the  hostile  faction,  iind  by  them  Hvrcauus 
wan  rarrietl  tn  ScUntcia.* 

But  Autiarouus  had  done  but  half  bis  work  whilst  Hen>d 
n-na  at  lilM-rty,  for  that  able  prince  having  gone  from  Uhino- 
runira  l<i  Rutne,  was  there,  by  the  joint  inleresrt  of  OctavSus 
Cap-sar  and  Mark  Anthony,  inaugurate*!  by  the  senate  king^  of 
Judea,t  apparently  without  any  original  intentiun  of  hid 
own4 
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Herod  *-«tt  no  time  in  rejoining  his  Het-t  wbieh  he  had  left 
at  Bnindiuium,  whence  he  sailed  with  all  pussihie  expedition 
to  Ptolomais;  and  Iben  raised  the  siege  of  Maasada,^  which 
bad  been  closely  invested  by  Antiganus,!)   and  af^er  taking 

•   Prid.H.  &00. 

t  HU  utmost  object  %etaa  to  hsTc  brea  lo  hare  couatencted 
AntlgoDui.  by  obialnlnir  the  kingdom  for  Arislobului.  his  brothcr- 
in  law  -  bat  Aiillion;  hftvLog  luf^iriiitted  that  it  would  be  very  adran- 
tageouA  to  hitn  in  profteeutlng  the  Farlhian  war,  the  senate  made 
blm  kiag,  coDlrary  lo  their  usual  entlom,  wblch  was  vcarcely  eier 
lo  iraTcl  outof  tb«  regal  lloa  ht  wbatevar  couotrir*  thtjr  lUtKlucd. 
Frid-  li.  50B. 

I  On  tho  Hsiag  of  the  Miuile,  llcrod  was  conducted  by  ibe  coasali 
•nd  other  maicUtratrK  up  to  the  cnpitol,  Oetavianui  going  on  one 
side  of  hliD  and  Anthony  on  the  other  ;  and  the  decree  bring  there 
dt|»Mlted  among  the  public  reconU  of  the  atate,  he  wai  thcr«oa 
■niawnly  inaugurated  into  the  kingdom,  acoonling  lo  Lbe  Romaa 
UMgr.     Prid.  ii.M». 

\  Where  hii  mother,  lUicr.  and  Itrariamna,  hit  hetrothad  mlstreti, 
were  thut  up.     Prid.  ti.  WU. 

I  Tbey  were  ao  closely  litieated  by  Antigonus.  that  at  ooe  tin* 

they  were  abaolately  wllboat  water,  and  were  aboat  to  have  brokf 
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Joppa  and  Ri?ssu,  and  being  joioetl  by  Roman  iorces  ttndtf 
Ventitlias  and  Sito,  who  having  defeated  the  Farthiaiui 
several  h»ttles,  had  drivt-n  ihrm  bcT(md  the  Eupbralea,*  he" 
eucaniped  before  the  ualls  uf  Jcnisnleni.f 

The  Roman  commanders,   however,  made  the  moat 
vantage  tbey  could  i>(  tmih  llic  contending  parties,  screwic 
as  much  niouey  a»  possihte  out  of  each  uf  th*-'m  ;  and  at  last,  I 
secretly  fomenting  a  tuutiny  amon^t  the  Uoman  twldters,  ' 
Riege  ended  in  tbc  sacking  and  ruin  of  Jericho,  and  the  Kumaa^ 
arniy  going  into  winter  quarters  in  Iduinea,  Samaria*  amd 
Calilee»  where  Herod  had  to  provide  ihero  with  tnuppliea^ 

That  prince,  huwever,  still  kept  the  field  with  his  own  troops, 
part  of  which,  under  the  command  of  Joae^,  ho  sent  into 
Iduniea,  to  secure  all  there  in  hJK  iuterifslf  and  with  th«^H 
remainder  he  cuoducled  his  mother  and  friends  into  Samaria*^! 
where  ho  left  lliem  under  a  alrong  guard  ;  and  occupied 
himself  during  the  rest  of  the  campai^,  in  rcducin|f  Hop^ 
phoris  in  Galilee,  and  riitdiii;;  the  country  of  immeoM  baodft 
of  mbbers,  who  were  so  uumeroua  as  upon  one  orcasioa  to 
Btand  a  regular  engag^emenl  with  bis  troops,  the  left  WU)|f  oC, 
which  they  temporarily  dcrcated.§ 


Ihroogli  the  besiegers;  buitbr  uigbl  before  Ibey  w«re  lo  h«*e  mada, 
the  aUeropI,  violent  raiti*  Ml,  wbleh  Qlletl  all  their  dstemi,  and 
Noblcd  Ifano  10  hold  out  till  Herod  relleveil  them.    l^ld.  II.  0OD. 
•  PriJ.  H.aW.  t  Prid.  li.aW.  t  Prld.il. 000, 

§  By  rfa»on  of  tbo  eragg iness  aiid  MeepncH  of  ihnso  oioantalna, 
there  was  no  sntllfi|r  them  from  below,  aiwl  to  fret  down  to  l^eaa. 
from  above  by  any  passn^te  wnit  allnpptbrt  as  Inipradlcithle  ;  afli 
iherororp,  to  frrrrt  xhtm  oul  nf  thrtr  dti^s  be  was  fortfd  lo  mal 
M-rtaln  ehciit*,  mnl  (lllinjj  ih#wi  wUh  ioldlm,  to  li-t  Ihrm  down 
the  entrance!  of  itioM  eaves  by  chain*,  from  engines  which  be  hai 
flxeil  above.     Ptld.  ii.  AOI,  Wn.      It   wn»  nbonl  Ihia  periml  thai 
Aslnlus  Polllo  was  Iwrii,  aitd  whirl)  ocTasiontd  thv   fonrlb  relofoOj 
or  Virgil,  attout  wti)«h  lo  much  Iia4  beitn  uild  aiiJ  wiUifn.     Pfld.  II 
600.     See  Dr.  Thornton'*  Virgil,  Bp.  Horsley'i  Nine  Sermoos.  Ao. 
Ac.  and  For  aa  acoonnt  of  llic  SybllUna  otacica,  toe  PrUl.  II,  71ft. 


i 


\ 


MEOOD    THF  GREAT. 


.  Machoras,  a  Roman  g^eneral,  liaving'  Ixwa  sent  by  Anthony 
to  su|)(K>rl  IK'roil  with  twu  K'gioiis  of  one  thousand  hone* 
wheti  III.'  up|>ruai:ti(xl  llie  waits  uC  JpniHulcnt  in  ontf^r  tn  nonfor 
with  Antif^Du.i,  was  Ix^aten  back  by  the  archunt  and  liliiigers 
who  ^lordcd  tho  rant{>arU.  Kamgcnl  at  this  ropulite  be  slew 
all  the  Jews  who  cainu  in  his  way,  whotbcr  friends  or  foes, 
and  amun^l  the  rest  many  of  Herod's  partisans,  which  so 
inceDSied  UIoi,  that  he  set  ofT  to  Aulhony  to  complain  against 
Macberas.  That  Roman,  however,  fuUow^ed  him  with  so 
much  expedition,  thai  liu  ovi^o<ik  and  made  his  peaci;  with 
him;  but  Ib>nKl  Hiill  pursued  bi»  jouni<-y,  with  a  view  tu  |>ay 
his  respects  to  Anthony,  leaving  his  brother  in  command  of 
Jude.1,  with  strict  orders  not  to  engage  in  any  military  eiitcr- 
prise  dtirinf;  his  absence.* 

Anthony  who  was  then  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Samo<)ala« 
received  Henxl,  wbo  rendered  liim  conaideralde  nervire  in  his 
vperalions  against  that  place,  with  great  honour.f 

Joseph,  regardless  of  his  brother's  injunctions,  having 
engiged  in  an  exftedition  against  Jericho,  was  defeated  and 
sJaiD,  upon  which  a  general  revoll  frum  Herud  took  place  lo 
Galilee  and  Idmntea.  Having  accompanied  Anthony  as  far  u 
Daphni-he  returned  to  Juden,  and  cutiiingto  mount  Libanus, 
raised  cij^ht  himdred  men,  uml  with  thes^',  and  llie  aid 
uf  two  Roman  cohorts,  reduced  the  rovulters  into  Mibjectiun ; 
but  procetnling  tu  jL*richu,  in  order  to  reTenge  his  brother's 
death,  hf  was  routed  by  thn  Anti^nians  and  sevt>rely 
wounded,  Haring  collccied,  liowerer,  a  frwtli  army,  he  en- 
countered tho  enemy  again  umler  tlie  command  of  Pappus, 
and  in  his  tuni  defeated  him  wtlh  considerable  Iuiks,  and  tlxen 
placed  his  triM>|M  in  winter  qnarten.^ 

Herud  opened  tbrnetl  campaign  with  a  considerable  army,, 
and  immediately  laid  siege  to  JerusJilem,  which  be  closely 


•  Prid.  IL  eoO. 
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investml ;  but  whilst  (hn  (k[ii>rations  vine  i^oing  on,  lie  w* 
Samarin  lo  cuniMiininalr  hU  marriugv*  with  Mariainni*,  wl 
he  had  fonrn'rly  Ivfrolbfcl.* 

Being'  joincil  by  Sosius.  wbom  Antliutir  bad  Icf)  as  bis  lieujc' 
tenant  in  Syria,  th<*y  pnsPcutMl  iht;  sie{;e  with  eleven  Ip^mis. 
and  six  thousanrl  hune,  bosi<U>s  HuviliarifES  QiH  with  murk 
difticulty  took  the  cily  ut  Ihe  end  vf  six  iiiuntbs,  (be  Roman* 
roDimirting  great  ilai^hrer  and  crnrtty  in  xpite  of  oil  tbiit 
Hurud  cunld  do  lu  prevent  it ;  fur  iipiiii  makini;  cuiitplaini  fo 
(lie  Roman  gt^neral,  ih.it  he  wouhl  make  hint  kiu^  of  a 
desert  only,  he  obtained  no  rodretH,  and  was  tiiuilly  obligHl 
lo  redeem  the  city  and   inhabitants  with  a  large  hub  of 

money,  t 

A  nligunu8  surrendered  hiiiisr'lf  prisoner  lu  Sosiut,  bnt  (fi»» 
covered  such  abjertness  of  mind,  tliat  the  Roman  trcnled  him^ 
with  contempt,  and  sent  him  to  Anthony  in  chninfl,  who  ha 
■  iiti<nde<l  to  reserve  him  fur  bislriitiiipb;  but  til  thp  n'pealedl 
wdtcitations  of  Herod,  exriicd  thfToto  by  the  nnwil!ingne«  * 
(he  Jewft  to  aubinit  to  his  authority,  he  at  laftt  put  bira  lo  deatti 
OS  s  commun  malefartor,  luul  with  him  ended  the  nude  Unfl^ 
of  ihn  Asmoiifun  faniity.J 

Merfid  having  ut  \ust  ulliiinfd  the  object  of  hi)*  nmbilionp 
put  to  death  great  uutnbers  uf  the  oppusitc  fiictiou*  aii(i 
amongst  others,  all  the  Sanhedrim  except  PuUio  umI 
Kameas,^  who  had  diM^lured  in  hx»  fitvotir.     Not,  boitwcr^ 

*  8hp  was  ttic  flau|;1i((T  tit  Ali-XAiidL-r,  tlio  M>n  of  kins  ArlilobalM, 
by  Alrxiili<lra,  iho  ilBU^tilpr  of  llj:rcsnii«  II,  nixl  llit-trfriro  Wmk 
granditaiifihlrr  In  h'llli  llirsc  brotl)rr«.  9K«  was  a  U<Iy  of  fnilrt' 
ordiourjr  bcBHiy  aitd  grrat  vir!ur.  and  In  alt  olticr  InudaMC' 
qualificatlooa  aceomplishnl  beyotwl  noil  olhrta  of  h«r  Uiae.  PrM. 
1I.61U 

t  Prid.  li.ttU.  :   I'rId.li.OI*. 

\  TlitM  wrre  llie  fxiuoas  llillvl  and  Sltimmai,  from  whose  lehool 
all  th«  modem  rabbicKaiK)  thvir  nibbUh  twTo  spninff.     Prtd.  lU  0IA. 
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ta  it  would  acem  throujE^i  any  iifTectiun  which  i\wy  bore  to 
him,  for  Ibey  told  tlie  people  thul  their  sins  w«ro  now  ^own 
(0  audi  a  height,  Ihat  GimI  wwthi  ilolivor  the  city  into  the 
hiuttl-1  uf  Hi*rod  a«  a  jiisl  punishnimt,  and  thf>nforc>,  thai  it 
would  hi?  in  vain  to  resist  him.  The  rest  nf  the  Sauheelrim, 
liowi'ViT,  cried  out,  Tlie  temple  of  Jehovah,  The  temple  of 
Jehovah,  and  excited  the  people  to  a  fierce  and  obstinate 
resistance;  in  revenge  of  which  it  wur,  that  as  soon  as  Herod 
got  them  into  hiK  power,  he  put  them  all  to  death ;  as  well 
as  fnmi  the  nToIlerlton  of  their  havinj;  sat  in  jiid^ient  u)Min 
him  for  ibo  death  of  Hezekiah,*  whilst  he  was  governor  of 
Galilrc.t 

On  the  death  nf  Antif;ontu,  HerrKi  made  AnaneliH  high 
priest,  an  obacnrc  member  of  t>ie  puntifical  family,  then  re- 
siding in  Ra))yl(inia,  and  who  had  bee-n  formerly  known  to 
him;  besides  which,  his  foreign  parentage  and  little  acquaint- 
ance with  the  local  potilirtt  of  Jiidca,  lor^lher  with  hht 
obscurity,  made  it  uidikely  that  he  would  oppose  Herod  iu  his 
viewa.^ 

Hyrcanns  had  still  continued  a  prisoner  at  Soleucia,  but 
when  Plirahntesg  succeedc<l  bisfather  Oroiie*  on  the  throne 
of  Piiiihia,  although  a  man  of  mo>it  detestable  cruelly,  lie 
ftlwweil  both  kindDess  and  generosity  towards  the   Jewish 


•  S««p.  M&  t  Prid,  ii.nU.  J   Prld.  li.  Gt7. 

\  Hit  fsthcr  bad  aarrenilprcd  op  itie  Lin^oni  lo  him  diirlnir  lils 
nvn  Mr,  ami  llie  first  act  of  liis  power  was  lo  inunlrr  all  ttU  l>ralhrni 
by  anothrr  molhur;  and,  upon  hra  fothi^r's  rKjirrssinfc  rrsmtnicnt, 
tic  ntorilt-rrd  liim  aUo.  Al  Ant  l*e  allompU'd  it  nitljr  by  gWIng 
tilm  hrailfick.  Bui  tbat,  lnst<'ad  of  killing  him,  b«cainr  a  medlcina 
to  cure  him  ot  the  dropsy  whlcli  hu  tlipn  labourrd  with  :  for  It  workinf 
off  Id  s  fioleni  purgation,  it  carried  off  Ihn  dlsraBe  «lth  iL  And, 
ttirrrfofe.  to  make  snre  work  of  ll.  thr  parricide  caased  him  to  be 
ftiflrd  lo  death  in  his  bed;  and  after  that  he  put  to  death  all  ti» 
olber  brother*.    Prfd.  U.  0¥S, 
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prince;  fur  undpratamlin^wbo  lie  was,  he  released  bioi  from 
his  chaiiui,  and  alluwcfl  him  to  live  at  full  liberty  aiuoi^^ 
tilt:  Jews  vbu  then  ri'^idiHl  tn  Dnbylunia,  and  wlio  paid  hiru 
so  much  reapvct,  that  he  iiiiglit  b;tve  lived  and  lUcd  amuagsi 
Ihcni  iu  peaco  and  affluence.  The  niuor  pairite,  however, 
predominated  u»erall  other  feelings,*  and  receiving  iufurnia- 
tJon  that  Merudwaa  estahlitibetl  un  Ibe  throne  of  Judea,  hi* 
made  no  duubt  that  prince  would  gladly  receive  and  protect 
him,  and  ihn  feeling  Herod  himself  so  elTectuallypiiCMunged, 
and  so  earnestly  invite^l  hiii  relurn,  that  Hviranua,  conlnt^ 
to  the  advice  of  all  bis  friends,  left  Babylonia  and  retumod 
to  Jerusalem.t 

The  appointment  of  Anoitelas  to  the  office  of  the  bl^ 
prieslhooil  had  given  great  ufTence  both  to  Mariarone,  Uerod's 
(|iieeD,  and  to  Alexandra,  bor  muther,  for  tliey  coniidered  tJuC 
it  belungi'd  of  right  to  Amtubulas,  the  sun  of  jMcxamler,  who 
had  been  put  to  death  by  Q.  M.  Scipio.^  Alexandra,  Ladi»Ml|  h 
had  written  to  Cleopatra,  and  applied  to  Dellius,  a  favuuiitQ^ 
of  Anthony's,  to  use  their  influence  with  the  Koman  com- 
mander; BO  that  Herod  found  it  necessary,  iu  order  lo  restore 
peace  in  his  own  family  and  avoid  some  unpleasant  rupture. 
to  depose  Ananulus  and  appoint  Aristobulus,  who  was  then 
only  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  his  rooD).§ 

Having  succeetled  to  this  extent,  and  conceiving  that  ber 


•  "By  th»  rivers  of  lUbjrlon,  ihrre  we  sate  down  ;  y»*.  w«  wept 
whea  WF  rcmttnbrrcd  Zioa.  Wo  hnn^Ml  our  htrpi  upuo  the  wUlovs 
In  the  nililst  Ihereof.  For  there  tlivy  that  CRrrlcd  at  away  capllve 
rcquifCKl  nT  us  •  «Dtl(f ,  and  Ihry  that  wasted  ua  requlnnl  nf  as  nlrfh, 
saying.  Siufr  us  one  of  llie  songs  of  Zinn.  How  sliall  w*  sIds 
Jehovah's  inng  tn  a  slranK^  's"d  ?  If  I  Torgrt  thne,  O  Jrrusalrm* 
lei  my  right  hand  forgri  hrr  cunning.  If  I  do  iitil  rvmemhrr  111 
let  my  tougue  cli'sve  lo  tlin  roof  of  my  mouth.  If  1  itrefcr 
^Jerasalen  abovv  my  chief  joy."     Ps.  cxxxvll.  1^4. 

t  frid,  ii.  [Mb.  ;  Sec.  p.  4SS.  \  I'lld.  II.  OM. 


HEROD    THE  OHBAT. 


441 


Bon  wan  as  wol)  entitled  to  thi^  king;dom  as  to  tlio  high  prtoM- 
h<wj<l,'  she  renewed  her  application  to  Cleopatra,  to  tisn  her 
in6iieiKc  with  Anthony  for  that  purpose;  whirli  Herod  sus- 
pecting, confined  her  to  the  polarc  and  set  spies  u[>on  her 
conduct.  Fall  of  resentment  for  this  restraint,  &he  availed 
herKclfnf  an  invitation  she  had  received  from  Cleopatra,  to 
riy  with  her  son  into  Ki^ypl,  and  bad  provided  a  s^hip  atj 
the  8ea.side  for  ihal  purfiosc :  when  Herod,  who  had  been 
regvhuly  apprized  uf  all  her  rooliuns,  caus*'d  Ihcm  both  to  be 
appreWnded ;    but   fearing;  the    influeuco   and    nsentment  . 


•  By  her  1m  wu  fnndaon  lo  Hyrcanai,  and  by  AleTund^r,  hi* 
father.  h«  wu  ifnuidaoo  lo  Arislobalus ;  •iid,  tlierurarcr,  liad  \\\e 
Inlvreat  and  rigltl  of  both  Ihoie  brothers  e?nt«riiig  in  him.  Hy  hi* 
daflcaal  from  the  Utter,  bo  had  the  high  pricsthooil,  (that  foing  In 
the  mil«  liav) ;  but,  by  bU  descent  from  both,  he  daimed  the  crvvn, 
thu.— 


K\v^»tnWT  JaMncun. 


UjtfAatiK 


AiiiifltmUi, 


Alcsaailra. 


Mitti* 
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of   Cleopaira   pardoned   Uieni,    Ifanni^    an   aflectation  «f 
clemenc}'.* 

An  occurrence,  bowcrer,  soon  look  place  which  shewed  wfaai 
secret  matice  lurked  in  the  heart  o(  the  Idutmean  (jmnt,  fat 
Anstuhuhis  having  ufficiated  as  hts^h  priest  at  the  lenst  of 
tabernarlt>s,  the  beaiily  and  jjracefiitness  uf  his  p(»r»on  wasao 
set  off  by  the  spl<fndour  uf  ibc  poDtifical  robes,  and  tho  &voar 
he  waa  daily  acquiring  with  the  peoplci  became  so  erulfati 
aa  to  excite  the  envy  and  6iry  of  Ilcrod  beyond  restnunL 
Having-,  therefore,  prepared  an  entertainment  at  Jericho 
few  days  after,  be  took  AriRtohuIns  with  him,  and  i 
attendants  uf  Herod  were  bathiu{>;  after  dinner  in  a  fish 
this  iDlcrcstin^^  youth  was  previiilcd  upon  to  juin  the  party; 
but  had  no  sooner  entered  the  water  than  his  companioiit, 
who  bad  been  pre^ously  instructed,  by  repeatedly  plm^nj 
him  under  water,  as  though  in  sport,  eflcctunlly  drovmod  hint 
the  hyiMcrilical  tyrant  s)ic<ldiiig  tears,  and  niaking^  bitter 
lamentations  for  the  unfortunate  and  melancholy  accidcntf 

Alexandra,  howpver,  was  not  deceived  t^  Ihb  pitifol 
faice,  for  still  urging^  her  cause  anti  wrongs  to  Cleopatra,  ihal 
princeaa  accuaipauyin^  Anthony  into  Syria,  prevailed  npoa 
him  to  summon  Herod  before  him  to  ansvcr  for  his  atrocii 
conduct.  The  Idumaean  ol>eye<i,  and  succeeded  w  well 
mollif)-ing  Anthony,  that  the  prosecution  was  abandooed ; 
Cleopatra's  influence  being  counteracted,  by  her  paramant 
bestowing  upon  her  the  province  of  Ctele-Syria  instoKl  q4 
Judea,  to  (hum^ss  which,  in  case  uf  Herod's  being  depuaeds 
hat]  been  her  chief  object  in  adopting  the  iolemU  of 
Alexandra,^ 

But  how  justly  and  how  constantly  does  the  retributive 
,  JMtice  of  God  overtake  those  who  break  bis  laws;  and  how 
'  'flOBstontly  is  cxeniplihed  that  sulemn  declaration,  *'  there  i«  no 
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pmcij  Willi  my  God,  to  the  wicked."  •  HltwI  had  brrn  aocretljr 
informed  ihat,  notuithslunding  his  appuix'til  duT»li:dii('«s  lo 
Cltfopatm,  Anthony  liuil  i-cmccived  a.  Tiuleiii  passiun  fur  Mari- 
amno  apon  the  more  fiime  of  lior  boautv  and  accoiiiplish- 
inenU;   and,  ihorcfore,  previous  to  his  repairinff   to   him, 
he  had  given  express  orders  to  hit)  uncle  Josopb,  in  whose 
hands  lie  had  U*ft  the  iiiancigemeiit  of  the  {jovemini'nl,  IhnI  if 
Anthony  should  put  him  to  death,  he  was  immediately  to  kill 
this  fsTourite  wife,  le&t  &he  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Roman  Ccncral.     JoM'pli  with  more  zeal  than  wit,  from  an 
anxious  desire  to  impress  the  queen  witli  tho  anhuir  of  hifi 
nephow'ilove  for  her,  as  a  proof  of  it  informed  her  of  the 
orders  entrus1<'d  to  him;  and,  therefore,  a  rumour  having 
arrivcdatjudea  that  Anthony  had  actually  put  Herod  to  death, 
Mariamnc,  having  do  Brahminiral  blood  in  her,by  the  advice 
of  her  raolher  Alexandra,  took  her  flight  and  placed  herself 
under  the  protection  of  one  of  the  Roman  legions;  which  then 
lay  encamped  withom  the  walls  of  Jenisalem.  I  lerod,  however, 
soon  returned,  and  being  infunued  of  what  hod  buppencd  by 
bis  sister  Salome,  who  aim  insinuated  that  there  was  aaj 
improper  familiarity  between  Mariamne  and  her  uncle  Joseph, 
he  at  first  cono^ived  the  most  violent  jealouKy  ;   but  having, 
upon  reflection,  inquired  of  Mariamne  herself,  he  repented  of 
hissusptcions.  IJftonhts making thcmost earnest  declarations 
of  afleclion  to  her.  she  incautiously  n>proached  him  with  bis 
cruel  intention  of  putting  her  to  death,  upon  which.  Ringing 
himself  from  her  anus  in  n  tran!i|iort  of  mge,  and  immediately 
conceiving  tl»e  idea  that  bis  uncle  would  never  have  bctrared 
his  confidential  communication  resi)erting  hiT,  unless  sonwJ 
improper  inlerrounte  had  taken  place  between  them,  he  drew 
his  dagger;  but  his  lore  returning,  he  vented  his  wrath  upoo 
bis  unfortunate  uncle,  whom  he  immeiliati'ly  stew   without 
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even  ioforraUi^  him  wliy,  uid  upon  Alexandra,  wl 
closely  cMiilined  in  rhaiuii.* 

Cleopaira  slill  KiiUriliiig:  tier  tlqimveil  punimoar  for  gnat* 
uf  frosb  pruviiiccs.  in  order  tu  pacifv  b^r.  and  at  tbo  ■ 
tunc  to  gratify  licr  avaricr,  he  look  away  from  Hervd 
territory'  of  Jericho^  and  the  {^urdc^Ds  wber«*  iho  5uMMi 
baUaint  grew,  and  bestowed  tliora  upon  liU  la^civioHi 
mistress.^ 

Ttie  hame  infiiinous  wutiiau  baviu^  accoinpanied  Anlboof 
on  bU  iiiiuxh  into  Amieiiia,  as  far  as  ibc  rivur  £upbraU!«k  M 
her  return  bv  the  ysay  of  Apaiueii  and  Damascus,  came  t* 
JerusalerUt  and  wad  miigiiiticeiiUy  Piilertained  by  Herod.  Ha 
ponduct,  liowrvnr,  wax  so  gTi»i3,  and  llcrod  was  so  incvtiaed 
agaiiiijl  her  fur  Iter  inlrl^uei  with  Ak'Kaudm,  ihitt  the  irarof 
Authouy's  resentment  would  liarrily  baTereslniiaeil  lum  6tMn 
putting  her  to  death,  if  he  had  not  been  diverted  frum  it  by 
the  enruest  entreaties  of  bis  friends.  By  tbcir  adricp* 
however,  he  kept  up  the  appeuranceH  of  riviltly  towards  lieTf 
aod  accoin|iaDied  her  in  person  on  Iwr  departure  as  fiu  aa  ill 
borders  of  her  kingdom. § 

Tormented  with  those  secret  pangs  which  newt  &il 


♦  Prid.  a.  fioa. 

t  This  bnlsiin  tru  considcrrfl  Iho  most  precloaiof  angac«la.  ftiati 
It.  AlO. ;  where  sec  t  long  tccoani  of  (he  pltot  which  {>rodiiGf«  ll  |l 
aDdiomracefititit  oril,  tndurihr  rurinoi  Tf>g^t.>t8blr  proiliictiaD  cal1f4l 
n  Jfrudklein  rose,  or  the  roBe  of  Jericho,  tnay  bI«o  b«  seen  In  Brows  *■] 
Vulgar  Errors. — Ooe  of  tfau  abo^e,  howevrr,  bai  brMi  bmbi  |»ytba 
editor  in  the  poitWMioa  of  the  Ule  venerable  and  truly  c*tiaabl(« 
prrbccdBry  Jicob,  of  Salisbury,  said  by  him  lo  be  more  than  lao 
hundred  years  old;  aod  which,  although  aiijurcntly  It)  a  Uatt  nfJ 
absolute  aridity,  iifton  having  Its  root  p1a<Td  hi  a  g1a»t  ofwUcr,  i*^ 
nboal  t«n  ini[iule<t  eTpnndcil  Its  llbre«,  And  threw  out  scifral  Aowan 
of  a  brown  and  arid  appe-arance,  but  prrfrelly  formrd,  and  In  ab 
n««h  like  the  florela  of  (he  UUc. 
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haunt  the  consciences  of  the  perpetrators  of  murder  and 
rapine,  and  thinking  it  by  no  means  improbable  that  the 
etjually  wicked  Cli-opatra  might  harbour  n-siMitment  against 
him  ;•  and  aware  of  the  tumultuous  temper  of  the  Jews,  and 
their  aversion  to  him,  he  fortified  the  strong  castle  of  Massada, 
and  furnished  it  with  arnu  lor  ten  thousand  nteii,  as  a  plac*  j 
of  refuge  in  caw  of  necessity.! 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  Mark  Anthony  and 
OcUvius  Caesar,  Herod  took  part  with  the  former;  and  having 
by  his  directions  marched  an  anny  against  Malchus,  king  of 
Arabia  Petroa,  ho  was  at  firsi  successful;  but  in  a  second 
halile,  Athciiion,  a  li.^uli'nant  of  CleopJ^m,  having,  out  oC 
hatred  to  Iler'id,  joined  his  forces  to  those  of  the  Arabian 
monarch,  the  Idumcean  was  defentwl  with  great  slaughter, 
himself  hanlly  escaping  with  a  very  iinall  remnant  of  his 
army.; 

Soon  afler  this,  a  dreadful  earlhr|Make  look  place  in  Judea, 
which  destroyed  thirty  thousand  of  the  inhahttanls, 
which,  in  addition  to  liift  lale  defeat,  induced  llerocl  to  sue 
Malchas  for  peace;  but  the  Arabian  anticipating  tlie  injurfj 
Vhich  llerrHl  had  siutaiiied  to  bo  greater  than  it  artually  was,^ 
n-jorted  his  offer.  Ilerod,  therefore,  haWng  collected  togpther 
a  fresh  army,  iiiarclietl  ovrr  Jordan,  and  defeating  the  Arabi- 
ans in  two  successive  b;itllca,  in  which  he»lcw  twelve  thouitand 
men,  he  compelled  them  to  sue  for  peace  in  their  turu^  and 
which  ended  the  war  between  lhem.§ 

*  ll  Is  Bald  the  mailo  orerlures  lo  him  whilst  st  Jerasalem  loo 
ODcqulrocal  to  b«  ralstakro,  and  It  not  Bocppl«^,  W4>  cannot  impute 
it  lo  •  Tirltiou*  principle  In  iiuch  a  vun  i»  Ilerml,  lint  apprrhin^Iua 
of  Anilinny,  or  jivrlispi  dii^uit ;  auU  llnroil  wat  loo  w«il  aware  of 
the  niBllcii  and  ruvvntfe  ricllvd  In  a  woiBin'k  brsast  by  a  refuul  of 
-  hvr  nlfrnh  not  to  apprehontl  ttio  utmost  csleat  of  her  r«seatmetit. 
Prill,  li.  AOS. 

t  Prid.  n.  001.      :  Prid.  II,  DM.      (  Prid.  U.  071.  Boo  ootr  r*  ^^ 
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After  tho  battle  of  Actiuiii,  Tlcrod  was  disposed  to  odlim 
4o  tlie  wreck  of  Anthony'ii  furtunc,  aac)  sent  tiirn  advice  biti 
Egypt,  that  the  best  way  to  roston;  liU  lallcn  fortunes 
b«  to  kill  Cleopatra,  seize  apon  her  kiogdom  anti  Ir 
and  (herewllb  raise  a  fresh  army  ;  promisiiig^  liim  in  Uial  < 
to  render  him  all  the  assistance  lu  hii  power.  Findui^] 
huwever.that  Anthony  bad  again  subniUted  to  thcinduence^^ 
that  vicious  princess,  and,  therefore,  rig-btly  concluding  ibit 
hti  cause  was  now  become  absolutely  hopeless,  he  comidtdd 
how  he  cuuld  best  make  his  court  with  Octaviantu.  Tht 
aged  Hyrcanus,  however,  being  still  alive,  who  was  tlie  bit 
male  desceudiiiil  of  the  Asmnneans,  and  had  fomiorlv  occupied 
the  ittroue  aud  priesthood  of  Ju[Iea,lhel<hirncean  i\Taiit,  undet 
pretence  of  a  Aclilious  correspondence  between  k^lyrcaniis  ami 
Malchtis,  caused  his  ag^ed  and  inlirni  benefactor*  to  be  put  i« 
dealh.t 

Still  restlrss,  however,  and  consciencc-slrurk,  bo  confined 
his  wife  Mariamneaud  hrr  mullwr  Alexandra,  in  the  castle  < 
Aleiandrium,  under  the  care  of  two  of  hi«  coufidduls,  Joseph 
and  Sohemui!,  and  »eut  his  own  mother  and  sister  to  Mamuii,^ 
the  strongest  fortresa  in  Jndea.     Afler  this,  cntru::itin^  tli 
government  to  his  brother  Pberonu,  and  directing;  hin^ 
case  be  should  not  sucrced,  to  assume  the  vacant  It 
bimself,  be   set  out  to  mwt  Octavianus,  who  wa£  Uien 
Rhodes;    and  having  obtained  an    audinnce,    and   fa^yinf 
aside  his  diadem,  be  freely  owned  all  iliai  he  had  done  (or  ■ 
Anthony,  and  what  further  he  was  rcadv  to  have  done  for] 
hU  interest,  both  by  his  enunsel  and  assistance,  wniild  he  Uavel 
accepted  of  them.     This,  be  said,  be  thought  himself  obltgtdj 
to  by  the  fricnd&hip  that  was  between  tliem ;  and,  woold  hal 
be  pleased    to   think    the    like    friendship   worthy   nf  hisi 
acceptance,  he  i»hould,  now  he  saw  Anthony  wa>«  wholly  liMt,  j 
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he  rmdy  with  the  sanic  6(]elily  (a  serre  liim.  ThU  frank 
ilerLiralion  plf^aseil  the  Human,  whu  no  douht  wns  politic 
enough  to  see  that  it  vas  his  iiitercftt  to  conciliate  as  many  of 
the  iribulary  princes  as  pouiblo.  He  therefore  urderuU  Herod 
to  r^umc  his  diadvm>  confirmed  htm  tu  the  ibronc  of  Jiideu, 
and  held  him  in  high  favour  ihroughotil  his  reign.  • 

But  the  s:ttififaclion  which  lierod  derived  from  tliis  cxpcdi- 
tioD»\vasnnta  littleallayedby  the  reception  which  he  met  with 
from  Mnriamne  on  his  return.  For  the  t^Tnnt.notwtlhstaiid 
the  uufifrlunate  result  of  his  formerf  cruel  policy,  had, 
he  net  out  to  meet  Octarianus,  lefl  positive  intitnictioDS  with 
Koheiniu,  in  case  ho  should  himself  be  cut  off,  to  put  both  his 
queen  and  her  mother  to  death  ;  as  well  to  prcrent  any  other 
from  pusAcdsing  Mariamne,  as  to  secure  lite  kin^om  to  hit 
brother,  in  exclosion  of  the  Afunonean  family.  Sohemos,  liko 
the  unfortunate  JoAeph,  hud  betrayed  the  secret,  which  it  was 
natural  enout^h  for  Alariamnn  to  Kiwpect,  and  easy  enough  to 
extract,  and  it  created  in  her  mind  so  thorough  u  hatreil  and 
Aitgnat  towards  her  husband,  that  she  did  not  attempt  to 
eonceal  il;^  not,  however,  diicovering  to  him  bow  she  had 
obOiliied  her  information. § 

Octarianus  having   arriTed   at   Ptolemais  in  hfs  way  to 
invade  E^pt,  Herod  waited  on  him  there,  and  entertained 
him  and  all  his  anny  with  great  magnificence ;   presenting 
the  Rnman  with  eight  hundred  inlentu,  and  by  his  liberalityJ 
ingratiating  himself  with  Uie  whole  array. [| 

As  soon  as  llcrod  heard  of  the  deaths  of  Anthony  and 
Cleopatra,  he  hastoned  to  Egypt  to  CDDgrmtulate  OclavianotsS 
and  wni  received  with  great  kindnoss.     And  having  on  hii' 
return  accompanied  the  Roman  as  far  as  Aotiucb,  bo 
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rewarded  by  the  restoration  of  Joricbo  and    the 
gardens,  liesides  the  additional  territories  of  Gadara,  Ilippott, 
aiitl  Sniiiaria,  and  the  seaports  of  Gaza,  AnthcHloD,  Joppa, 
and  Slrutuu's  tower.* 

Mariamne  still  retained  her  resenljncnt  for  Hcrod*»  cniellj 
to  her  faniilVf  and  murderous  inlentionR  towanls  herself.    Hii 
she  upbraided  with  the  murder  of  her  father,  her  (jramlfiUh 
and  her  brother;  and  hia  mother  Cyprus  and  hissisterSaloi 
she  taunted  with  the  meanne&s  of  tlieir  birth.     On  flerod*^! 
return  from  h'm  last  \isit  in  Octavianus,  he  found  licr  aversioD 
increased   rather   than    diminished,  and   endured    it   nnder 
various  conflicts  of  mind  for  more  than  a  year;  soauHimes 
being  teniptiMl  to  punish  her,  and  at  others  softened  by  the 
fitreng^th  uf  his  attachment  to  her.    Cponone  occonoD,  when 
she  bad  discovered  her  an^'  feelings  in  no  very  meaaund 
terms,  faia  sister  Salome  took  advanla^rc  of  it  to  send  his 
butler  to  him,  with  an  accusation  that  Mariamne  lud  oficved 
him  a  hribc  to  adminiiUrr  a  cup  of  poison  lo  him.     Herod 
immediately  ordered  her  favourite  eunuch  to  be  put  to  (be 
rackt  whocunfesscd  that  the  cause  of  M»riamne*s  aversion  to 
Herod  was   gomothin^   that   Sohcmus   had   tuld    her.     The 
t)Tant  itumeilialely  ailupted  a  stmpiciun,  similar  to  that  itkiclifl 
he  had  entertained  respecting  her  uncle  Joseph;  viz.^ — thai  ^ 
8ohciuus  would  never  have  disclosed  liissecrei^  unless  aomo 
impn>per  familiarity  existed  between  him   and  Mariamne;  ^ 
and  llu>refure  ordered  him  to  Ik  put  to  death  instantly.     Jfe  V 
also  selected  some  of  his  own  creatures  for  the  trial  of  Hiri- 
amne,  who  passed  a  sentence  of  death  upon  ber.     It  woolA 
seem  that  neither  they  nor  lleroil  intended  that  aealaae* 
should  be  eKecute<l,  but  merely  that  1b«  queen  should  b* 
confined  to  one  of  his  ca.slles;  but  his  mother  and  sister  so  i 
inflamed  and  excileil  his  anger,  jealousy,  and  apprebennous,] 
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that  Herod  ordpred  hn  to  be  executed.  Mariamne  underwent 
ber  seutence  with  great  calmness  and  fortitude,  allhuu^li 
tbe  disgraceful  conduct  o(  her  own  mother*  vsa  sufficient  to 
have  distuxbcd  the  tianqoilli^-  of  a  woman  of  less  magiu- 
nimitjr. 

As  for  the  tyrant  himself,  he  soon  felt  all  Ihe  bitteniMs  of 
rcmoTsc,  and  the  im^e  of  liig  murdered  wife  was  erer  present 
to  hU  imagination.  These  faoirid  reflections  he  attempted  to 
stifle  by  wine  and  debauchery,  Init  all  in  vain ;  fur  be  became 
at  last  in  an  abeoluie  phrcnsy,  raving  out  fur  Mnriamoe  fri^ 
and  day.t 

f  n  this  state  of  alienation  of  mind,  it  pleased  God,  as  a  just 
judgment  for  the  horrible  wickednessofthe  land  and  thcrulers 
thereof,  to  visit  both  small  and  great  with  a  grievous  pesti- 
lence; upon  whicb  Herod,  as  it  were  giving  up  all  for  lost, 
retired  to  Samariat  where  be  fell  into  a  great  sickness  which 
lud  nearly  cost  him  his  life4 

Notwithstanding  the  dreadful  exiunpl«s  which  Alexandra 
bad  so  repeatedly  had  before  her  eyes,  anticipating  that 
Herod's  nckness  would  end  in  his  death,  she  began  lo 
intrigue,  in  favour  of  the  sons  of  Herod  by  Mariumne,  with 
tbe  gdvemorsof  some  of  thecaitles ;  but  having  U^n  betntyed 
by  thuni  tu  Herud,  be  gave  orders  Cir  putting  her  immediately 
to  deftth,  which  wu  accordingly  done.§ 

Salome  hul  married  Coetobaros  for  her  second  huslmnd.  to 
wlium  llcrod  had  formerly  consigned  the  sons  of  Babos,  fur 


I 


*  Fraririit  ihai  her  tuni  n^ght  come  next,  in  order  to  ssre  li«r 
llfr,  as  hrr  daughtrf  VII IH  lo  vxecntion,  Alexandra  aecostrd  hrr 
with  blttrr  niUngn,  arciuiog  hrr  of  being  wicked  and  lugrBterul 
towsfda  a  ktad  and  alTtfCtionate  tiu>baad,  and  lellltif  bcr  that  she 
had  what  sbii  dMrrvcd  ;  sod  all  tlili  the  cxprfsipd  with  sacb  a 
SMDHnfT  eaiotloD  of  spirit,  as  If  tbe  iroutd  fly  la  her  face  all  the  way 
as  the  went.     Piid  ii.691. 

t  PrU.  IL  OVi.  t  PrU.  11.  OOL  |  Prid.  U.  0M. 

S4)  3' 


450 


HEROD  THE  GREAT. 


the  purpose  of  putting'  them  privately  to  death,  bat  wbod 
he  had  secretly  preserved**  Salome,  quarreUiDg-  with  bff 
husband,  sent  him  a  bill  of  divorce,  contrary  to  the  JewU 
law,  but  backed  by  the  authority  of  Herod ;  in  order  tt 
ingratiate  herself  with  whom,  she  discovered  wrhere  ha 
husband  had  concealed  and  preserved  the  sons  of  Babas; 
upon  which  Herod  sent  and  not  only  slew  them,  bat  alto 
C<»tobarus,  Lysimachus,  Antipater,  Dositheus,  and  seveid 
others  whom  Salome  accused  of  having  entered  into  a  cmh 
spija<^  against  him.f  , 

Hitherto  Herod  had  paid  an  outward  respect  to  the  Jewish 
polity ;  but  having  now  cut  off  the  heads  of  all  the  Asmoneui 
fiuuily,  he  imagined  he  might  venture  by  degrees  to  <leviate 
from  the  national  usages,  and  introduce  practices  more  ctK^ 
formable  to  the  Roman  and  other  pagan  nations.  He,  therefixe, 
built  at  Jerusalem  a  theatre  and  amphitheatre,  and  in  honouc 
of  Augustus,  the  name  which  had  now  been  conferred  npon 
Octavianus  by  the  senate,  celebrated  games  and  exhibited 
shows  in  them,  which  gave  great  offence  to  the  Jews.^ 

Some  of  these  innovations  excited  such  resentment,  that  a 
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and  in  honour  of  Augustus  gave  it  !he  lameofScbastc*  He 
alw)  garrUuned  StraloD*s  tower,  and  called  it  Ctesarca,  like- 
wi&f>  in  honour  of  Csesar  Augustiu,  toother  with  Gabala  and 
other  furtri>ssoa.t 

In  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reig;n  of  Herod,  a  dreadful 
famine  vixited  Judea,  and  so  great  was  the  distress  that 
Herod  melled  down  all  his  family  and  private  plate,  in  order 
to  purcltaftc  corn  from  EffVpt  ;  and  the  Durks  hnvins^  perLshcd 
through  a  long  drought  which  jtreceded  and  induced  the 
nuninc,  he  procured  great  fpiantitieR  of  forei^  wool,  against 
the  approach  of  the  cold  season;  and  by  these  actsof  furetiight 
and  generosity,  iu  some  measure  recovere<i  the  goodwill  of 
the  inhubilauls.^ 

lo  the  fourtecDlh  ;i-ear  of  his  reign,  Herod  erected  a 
HMkgniBcenl  palace  on  the  top  of  mount  Sion,  which  was  to 
\vg&  u  ainiotrt  to  rival  the  Ictnple  iti»elf ;  and  was  famous  tot 
two  luge  and  sumptuous  ruouus  one  of  nhicb  ho  called 
CmuiMin],  in  honour  of  Augustus  Cffiar*  and  the  other 
Agrippeuui,  in  hunotir  of  Agrippa,  tlio  principal  favourita 
of  Auguiiius.  And  tho  Roman  emperor  hu^iug  sent  (Elius' 
Gallus  00  an  expedition  against  the  southern  Arabs,  Herod 
supplied  that  general  with  fire  hundred  men  out  of  his  own 
guards  to  accumpany  him.§ 

Having  fallen  in  love  with  a  daughter  of  Simiin,  one  of  the 
pritittts  of  Jerusalem,  whose  name  also  was  Muriamne,  ho 
depoaed  Jesus,  the  son  of  Phobcs,  who  was  then  high  priest,  j 
und  invested  Simon  with  that  sucred  office,  in  order  that  his 


*  Or  thv  city  of  Auromus.  This  place  he  ptinted  with  six  thouMod 
lubabllattts  lo«lted  thither  from  sll  parti,  aail  tllvided  ftmoDg  then 
the  country  sbout  it,  which  hir\ag  of  a  rery  fertile  soil,  u  tooa  as 
ll  waft  callivat«d,  bronKht  forth  such  plenty,  aa  in  n  short  time  rea- 
dercd  th»  (ilace  rich  and  populous,  and  nadr  It  fully  answer  all  the 

I         purponeft  for  which  he  lolvoded  it.     Prid.  U.  097. 
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(taiig^hter  might  be  a  moTC  suitable  match  fur  him,  and  then 
niarried  licr,     Atid  soon  aAerwarcIs  he  built  anuther  stately 
palace,  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  about  seven  miles  from  Jeru- 
Balem,  and  which  he  called  Hcrodium,  which  soon  bocnmaj 
the  centre  of  a  considerable  town.*  I 

Hcrotl  baviug  sent  his  two  sons  hy  his  iirst  wife,  Mariamne, 
viz.  Alexander  and  Arislobulus,  to  Rome  for  their  education, 
placed  ihem  under  the  care  of  his  friend  PoIIio ;  but  Augtistus 
taking  them  under  his  own  patronage,  a.ivsigned  them  apart-J 
ment^  in  his  |talace,  and  gave  llorud  full  power  to  leave  thai 
BDCcenion  of  his  territories  to  whichever  son  be  pleased. f 

Zenodorus,who  farmed  Trachonitis,  Aura nitis, and  Baianea, 
of  Varru,  the  then  president  of  Syria,  had  formed  a  dii^Tttce- 1 
ful  connexion  with  various  bandji  of  robbeni  who  dwell  in  the 
caves  and  foslueasea  of  the  mountains,  and  which  occasioned 
80  much  mischief  to  the  inhabitants,  that  Anpistos  placed  oil 
the  pronnccs  under  the  government  of  Herod,  with  ihe  lithiJ 
of  telrarch.     Merod  soon  routed  otil  Che  robbers,  but  Zeno-i 
dorua  having  lost  as  w^  his  participation  in  their  anjinl 
gain  as  his  Iclrarehvt  went   to  Rome  to  complain  again 
Herod,  but  nu-t  with  no  encouragement.     On  hi.s  n*runi  ha^ 
excited  the  Gadarenes  to  raise  disturbances,  who  thereupon 
applied  tu  Agrippa,  who  then  governed  for  Augustus  in  !h«j 
««8<,  and  resided  at  Mitylene,  in  the  isle  of  I.o&bos.  Arriung, 
however,  just  after  llerod  had  paid  the  Roman  governor  •] 
curapUmcntar)'  visit,  Agrippa  not  only  paid  no  atlentioal 
their  complaints,  but  putting  the  ambassadors  in  chains,  i 
them  bound  to   Herod,  who,  through  clemency  and  po4icyj 
dismissed  Ihem  without  piiiitshuienl.( 

•  Prid.  II.  7ut. 
f  At  Ihp  Mtne  lime  he  added  to  his  former  dominions  TrmchonlUa, 
Aaranilli,  and  Bai&uca.  rrom  whence  Herod  had  etpellrd  »omo  for 
nldabte  tMUul»  of  bamlltti.    Prld.  ii.  709. 

J  PrId.  li.  707. 
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Atigustos  himaelf  liavinj^  visited  S\Tia  (he  cnsuini;  j'ear, 
when  \h;  arrivecl  at  Aniiocli,  fuund  ZtuiuJorua  with  the  Gada- 
roues,  who  weru  cuaio  tu  renew  their  complainlit  a^inst 
llerud,  t:harg:iii^  him  with  i,\Taniiy,  viiileiico,  and  rapiuc,  and 
sacriU'^  ill  phiudfriiig  and  violating  temples.  They  suc- 
ceeded Bu  far  :u  that  Anu;u.slii8  s<>nt  fur  llertHi  to  make  hift 
delence;  in  which  the  former  cxhihitcd  su  much  leniency 
towards  the  latter,  that  his  araisers  destroyed  themselves 
daring  the  night;  /enodunis  taking- puis«>n,  andlfaeGadaienes 
either  cullins^  their  uwn  (hrunis,  or  caKling  themselves  ilowa 
from  the  rocks  into  the  sea.*  Augustus  conceiving  from 
these  occurrences  that  the  accusations  were  £il&e,  and  to  mako 
Herod  amea<U  for  the  trouble  and  anxiety  ihcy  had  occa« 
sioncd  him,  invested  him  with  the  tetrarchy  of  the  provinces 
fonnerly  under  Zonodorus ;  and  for  greater  honour  joined 
him  in  the  comniis-siun  with  the  president  of  $}Tia,  ordaining 
that  nothing  should  ho  done  without  his  knowledge,  and 
advice.  Besides  which,  having  given  Pheroras^  a  brother  of 
Herod's,  an  independent telrarchy,  Herod  ererled  asnniptuous 
Icmplo  to  his  honour,  near  the  ninunt:iiii  Panoas,  at  the  foot 
of  which  Jordan  takes  its  rise,  of  lieautiful  w  hilc  marble ;  by 
which  idolatrous  flattery,  and  his  other  compliances  with  thtt 
papui  rites,  he  stilt  further  alienated  the  n.*garda  of  all  such 
Jewi  as  bad  any  respect  for  the  purity  of  thoir  religion,  t 

Wben  AngiMtiu  retired  out  ef  Syria,  Herod  attended  him  to 
tbe  aea  iborv ;  hat  upon  his  return  to  Jcnwalem,  be  found  that 
many  of  his  subjecls  were  deeply  offended  by  his  culpablo 
compliauco*  with  the  idolatrous  practices  of  (he  Gre«.'ks  and 
Romans;  and  althuitgh  ho  (beaded  the  doctrine  of  expediency, 
as  eloquently  a.1  the  Duke  uf  Wellington  and  ttrRolv>rt  Peel, 
he  found  it  impossible  to  restrain  the  diftcontcAls  of  the  pco{^c. 


*  It  Is  norv  Ibsn  probable  llrmil  csqiim]  (hem  to  be  usasihiatcd. 
t  PrkLlUrW. 
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except,  like  the  above  political  turgivenaton,  by  prohibittn^ 
all  meetings  at  feasts  and  cinhft,  ant]  all  numproih!  ameniblics, 
and  planting  his  spies  in  all  tlircctions.  Autl  mt  low  did  Ihe 
Joalous  tyrant  cnndesrrnd  to  stoop,  that  hn  often  went  out 
himself  in  disguise,  and  acted  the  police  i>fiicer  in  his  own  de- 
feoce.  As  a  measure  of  security,  be  attempted  to  impoM  ao 
oath  of  fidelity  im  all  his  subjects;  Imt  Hillvl  ami  Sbammai, 
Bud  their  partisans  amongst  the  Pharisens,  and  all  the  Esse- 
Des,  positively  rcfiistng  to  take  it,  he  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don bis  object.* 

}a  the  ninctnmth  year  of  bis  reign,  Herod  baring  finished 
bis  buildings  at  Sebaste,  and  nearly  completed  those  al 
Csesarea,  fomted  the  design  of  rebuilding  ilie  temple  at  Jem- 
salem,  wbich  had  been  erected  by  Elzra,  and  bad  received 
much  damage  in  the  various  wars  which  bad  taken  plac* 
aince  its  erection.f  But  tlu*  Jews  were  so  jealous  of  the 
^mnt's  real  iatentiotu,  that  he  did  not  venture  to  take 
down  the  old  temple,  till  be  had  actually  collecltyl  all  llll^l 
materials  necessary  for  tbe  construction  of  a  new  one,  wbk^^^ 
occupied  two  whole  years,  employing  for  that  purpose  ant 
thousand  waggons,  ten  tliousand  artificers,  and  one  ifaooBiad 
priests,  skilful  in  the  appropriate  architcclure4 

Tbe  materials  faaving  been  collected,  Herod  took  down  tbe 
Nebeittiahan  temple  to  the  very  foundations,  and  began  Xhe 


•  Prid.  H.  711. 
t  Th«  t«npl«  built  nftfr  th«  return  of  Uie  Jews  rrotn  the  0lh|l 
lonllh  mptlfUy  fell  mneli  Nhnrt  of  Ihst  of  Solomon's  In  the  M^ 
IMgaiflMnefl,  and  other  parliculsra  ;  and  fivfl  hundred  yeafs  haf 
elspwd  sioco  lt«  rrcclioa,  tvTrnl  decay*  had  bappcsad  lo  M^ 
bolb  hy  the  Icuftth  of  lime  and  also  by  th«  riotenee  of  •rcmIm.  For 
tbe  templtr,  by  reaaon  of  lit  liiuatloa,  bviiig  llie  itronfcat  |iart  af 
Jerusalem,  vrliFncver  tho  lohabilauta  were  prv->»ed  by  war,  tW} 
always  made  their  la^l  refuge  tblthvr;  and  wbcnetcr  tboy  did  Mv 

soae  of  Iti  bnUdiDjf  luffered  by  it.    Prid.  \\.  713.  

;  Prid.  11.  713. 
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Elton,  jiist  forty-Mx  year*  before  iHe  first  pasaover  of 
_ed  Lord's  personal  niinislry.* 

Herod  wUliiiig  to  puy  his  respwts  to  Augustus,  at  Rome, 
and  to  sec  his  own  »ons  whom  he  had  sent  there  for  educa- 
tion,t  set  Kail  for  Italy,  and  pa^ising  ihroui;h  Greece,  was 
present  at  (he  one  hoodrcd  and  ninely-fir^t  Olympiad,^ 
wherein  he  presided.  Perceiving;;-  that  the  sbowg  had  sunk 
much  in  point  of  magnificence,  through  the  [wverty  of  the 
(Elians,  he  settleil  a  conntaiit  revuniiu  for  thetr  support ;  and 
lie  was  in  coiisc^ucnn^  nominated  a  preudent  for  tife.§ 

Au^uslus  received  him  nitli  great  hospitality  and  regard, 
and  licrnd  finding  the  education  vf  bis  sons  completed,  took 
fhi'in  back  with  him  into  ,liiil*'a,  wherp  he  sonn  aft»»r  married 
AlexaiHler  to  Glaphyra,  the  daughhT  of  Archeltiiis,  king  of 
Cnppa(h)cin,  and  Arisiobulus  to  Berenice,  the  daughter  of 
Kaluine,  liiii  own  sister.  These  yoiuig  men  sorm  tiecame  great 
fiivouriles  with  the  Jews,  and  rooseqnently  excited  ibo 
8ttspicii>n  and  malice  uf  old  Satunte,  although  one  of  them 
had  marrieil  her  own  daughter.ll 

(lu  al>uut  a  year  and  a  half,  l)>e  holy  of  holies  and  the  mors  i 
MCTci\  |Kuts  of  the  new  temple  were  ready  for  the  jwrform- 
anee  nf  public  vorslilp.^ 

•  Pritl.li.  711,     JoliD,  li.  20. 

{  Ttie  Greelu)  nod«  of  rtekonln;r  ttme :    an  OlynpUd  liriog  # 
circle  of  r«or  ycnrs.     ThU  wty  "f  reckoning  *■«  hrouphl  In 
Iphilu*,  tiilug  lltrtfte  from  the  01>niplc  gimes,  which  wrrc  iuUvJ 
Inlcd  by   Prlu|i9,    snil  rrlrbraltd    rietj  fifth  year,  for  Sto  daya 
tafrthi^r,  to  tho  iikiiia  of  RUs,  near  the  cily  of  Ulympla,  In  hoooofl 
of  Ju|)lter  Olympiia,  by  Are  kiiKl4  of  exercIsM,  vts. — leaping'.  nia> 

inlng,  wreftling,  qaoitlns,aQd  wliurl-bau.  The  Aral  Olympisd  began 
A.  M.  8171.     Uy  prrsldhig  at  these  gane^.  Herod  branded  hioifclf 
as  a  favoorer  of  idolatry  aiwl  an  apostate  frota  JvlwTali. 
t  IViO.ii.  716. 

g  Prhuu.riAw  1  Prid.  ii.ria 


456 


HEROD    THE  OREAt. 


Agrippa*  having  arrived  in  Proper  Asia,  Herod  vent 
thither  to  invite  him  to  come  into  Judea,  whither  Herod 
accompanied  him,  and  entertained  him  and  his  attendants 
with  great  magnificence;  and  having  taken  him  a  tour  to 
Sebaste,  Caesaiea,  Alexandrium,  Herodium,  Hyrcania,  and 
bis  other  new  built  cities  and  castles,  fioally  conducted  him 
to  Jerusalem.  On  approaching  that  quondam  habitation  of 
holiness,  he  was  met  at  some  distance  by  all  the  people  in 
tfamr  festival  apparel,  and  conducted  into  the  city  id  a 
solemn  procession  and  with  loud  acclamations.  Whilst  there, 
he  offered  an  entire  hecatomb  of  oxen  in  the  temple,  and 
feasted  all  the  people,  and  soon  after  sailed  back  again  into 
Ioiiia.t 

Agrippa  having  involved  himself  in  a  war  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Cimmerian:^  Bosphorus,  and  being  in  some 
difficulties  for  want  of  supplies  and  military  stores,  Herod 
hastened  to  his  assistance  with  a  fleet  and  army,  and  arriving^ 
at  Sinope  in  Pontus  at  a  very  critical  juncture,  established 
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fonla,  whilber  llorod  anroropuiied  him;  and  during  th« 
jtrtsmoy,  dhlaincd  fnim  him  many  (svours  in  behalf  of  sDveral 
of  the  iuhabitants  of  the  rouniries  through  which  he  paBsrd» 
who  made  use  of  his  niedialion.  Amou<^t  olbers,  on  hla 
orriTal  in  lunia,  the  descendants  of  the  Babylonish  Jews 
whotn  Aiitiochus  the  Grval  had  plnnlcd  in  I'hnrgia,  l.ydin, 
and  oihrr  provincm,  and  vrho  had  sjinrad  (bomttelves  through- 
out Letter  Ana  and  the  Isles,  had  been  much  distressed,  and 
were  then  suffirin?  from  the  oppnosioDS,  6rst  of  the  Syrians, 
and  afterwards  of  the  Romans*  These  haring  applied  to 
Herod,  he  so  effectually  interceded  with  Agrippa,  lliat  b« 
prucurinl  a  redress  of  ibeir  grieranceti,  and  a  rmloraliun  of 
all  their  privileget,  uid  especially  the  liberty  of  excrcuing 
and  enjoying  Ihcir  own  religion.* 

Upon  his  rvlum  to  Jerusalem,  Herod  aasenibled  the  people 
and  related  to  them  his  Miccetses,  and  Ibo  relief  lie  had  ob- 
tained for  the  Jews  of  l.emer  A«in,  and  thca  remitted  to 
them  one  quarter  of  their  luxes,  and  cbui  obtuned  great 
popularity  .f 

llerod,  bowerer,  wasnot  doomed  to  experienre  tranquillity 
long  together,  fur  his  bods,  Alexander  and  Arutobtilu;,  had 
not  lived  at  home  with  their  father  more  than  three  ymrs, 
when  they  fell  nnder  his  displeasure,  in  consequcnre  of  occa- 
sionally expfWfllin^  feseulment  at  their  mother's  death,  and 
throning  out  thread  Bffsinftt  thi*  autbom  of  it.  Salone  and 
Pheporas  were  well  aware  agaimt  whom  those  Ihreaiswere 
pointed,  and  therefore  began  fmmediatelj  to  by  plots  for  the 
min  of  the  young  princes.  Opportunities  were  eaidly  inippli''d 
by  such  designing  rhararlers  to  excite  and  inflainethc  iocati- 
tious  yuuthsi  and  all  Ihcir  rash  expressionB  were  n^Iarly 
conveyed  lo  Herod,  and  we  nuy  be  certain  not  without  somu 
embeltWiaMBts.  The  tyrant  won  look  Ibe  alarm,  and  amongal 


•  Prld.  M  717.    Crtt!#r.  1. 1*7. 
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other  steps  to  curb  tliemfb(>hroii(;;ht  Antipater,*  another  o: 
sons,  lo  coart,  witb  the  avowed  purpose  of  supplanting  ihem 
both ;  a  remedy  one  would  have  thought  likely  to  inflame  iIm 
disease,  and  au  it  actually  turned  uut ;  for  Aniiikaier  who  wras 
a  malicious  man,  readily  ussibttnl  to  widen  ihc  breach  betwi 
his  father  and  brothers  for  his  own  advantagcf 

In  this  he  succeeded  so  well,  that  when  Agrippa  was  a' 
to  qnit  the  province  and  return  to  Rome,  IJerod  introduced 
Antipater  to  him,  and  sent  him  with  him  lu  Rome,  where  h^^f 
soon  obtained  the  favour  of  Augustus,  but  still  carried  on  hi^^ 
secret  marhinalions  against  his  brothers,  under  a  pretended 
apprehension  for  his  father's  safely.^ 

The  Jealousies  and  suspicions  between  Herod  and  his  two 
eldest  sons,  became  at  length  so  much  innomcd  by  Ibow 
whose  intere.st  it  was  to  prevent  a  reconciliation,  that  he  tCM>k 
them  with  him  to  Aquiteia,  in  Italy,  fur  the  express  purpCMM 
of  accusing  them  before  Augustus.  Having  charged  them 
irith  disobedience  and  diitre^-pecl,  and  a  design  to  poison  Mm, 
but  fiiiling  in  his  proof,  Augustus  acquitted  them,  and  suc- 
C«edcil  in  nxonciting  them  ti>  their  father,  and  they  rctiiriMx]^| 
borne  logelhcr  apparently  reconciled.  But  Herud  must  toutS^' 
probably  have  retained  a  lurking  malice  in  his  heart ;  for  on 
his  return  to  Jerusalem,  having  assembled  the  penpic  in  tba 
temple,  he  related  to  them  (he  result  of  his  journey,  but 
named  Antipater  to  succeed  him,  and  the  sons  of  Mariamiitf 
in  Burcession.^  ^h 

During  hisabfienre,  the  thieves  of  Trarhnntlis  andlheOlfcfr^| 
provinces,  took  that  oppKrlunity  lo  rpvolt,  and  return  to  their 


*  lie  wst  Hrr<Hl*fl  eldrat  Aim  liy  D»rU,  hlN  flrst  wife;  bitt  >h#i 
hting  dlTorcpd  on  lits  mirTlii|[a  wllh  Miirlnmnf ,  her  ton  was  brrd  ayi] 
In  pHvat4>  till  he  wis  brokight  to  court  on  this  oeettion  :  anil  «rlt«fti 
flxrd  thrre,  ht  aoAn  broiifrbl  lili  moltier  lhlllt«?r  sl*n,  Pfltl.  IL  7U. 
t  Frid.  I1.7afl.  ;   Prld.  ll.  TM. 
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formrr  df^pwdntions,  hiil  boing-  soon  rcdiippd,  forty  of  the 
ringlcaiiers  flfd  Jnl»  Anibta  I'clra-a,  wIhtc  SvU*^u»,  llie 
minialcr  of  Olxitln-^  out  of  hatred  to  Hcrod»*  not  only  received 
iheiii  under  his  prutcction,  but  gave  (hem  a  furtrcss  as  a  place 
of  refuge  nnd  n*)id(rzvoits.t 

CwsareaJ  heiriff  now  coniplcled,  llcrod  built  wverni  otl>er 
cities, viz. — AiilipalrU, nuiicd  after  his  father;  Cypron.aftLT 
hia  mother;  and  I'hasaclis,  after  hiii  eldest  brother;  fruoawhicfa 
hst  be  alwi  named  a  large  tower,  which  he  built  at  Jerusaleui, 
as  large  as  that  of  I'hnrus  at  AU'xamlria.§ 

The  Jews  of  Asia  and  Cyrt-ni',  iK-iiia;  much  oppressed  by 
lh<>  beatben  inhabitant^  and  roslrained  in  the  exercise  of 
iheir  own  religion  and  laws,  obtained  redress  by  making  a|>- 
|))iraiifin  to  Au;£ru-'«tu8.|| 

Tb(r  runibined  malice  of  Salume,  Pheroras,and  Anli]iater« 
at  length  so  thoroughly  excited  Herod  against  the  sons  of 
Mariaume«  that  he  had  no  peace  nor  re«t  night  ur  day,  and 
liaving  put  all  thetr  confidants  to  the  rack,  sonic  of  the  con- 
fcasioDs,  probably  invented  through  appreheu^ion,  induced 
him  to  confine  Alexander  in  chains.  Tlic  young  prince, 
driven  to  desperation,  Kent  four  papers  to  his  father,  confes- 
sing to  viiricMis  plots,  but  alleging  that  Salome  und  Fhcroras, 
togtfherwith  Ftulcmy  and  Sapinutua  his  two  prime  ministers, 


**ni«  resMn  at  lltt«  haired  tu  llerod  wu,  Bylleui  would  hsve  mar- 
ried Salnnir,  UvtoA'*  ilslcr,  ntid  lie  lt«il  icainirtl  lior  consePt  IlKrelo; 
Hsrad  r«}alrinfftbal  be  should  Itrat  inrn  Jvw,  andSjIlvu*  noidarini^ 
lo  to  do.  for  fear,  ai  bn  taid,  l»t  the  ArabiiiiA  bhuuld  itona  him  to 
drath  on  hit  rrtam.  Thl*  broke  off  Ihr  match,  and  llrmd  rorced 
Salome  10  marry  Alrias.  a  eonfidaol  of  hia  ;  at  which  H)llrt)«eo«- 
traellng  »  yrfal  haired  agaliiit  Herod,  expressed  It  on  alt  oceatiuns 
till  at  length,  in  the  parsull  of  it,  bo  procured  bis  own  rain.  Prid. 
U.74a 

t  Prid.  11.74!. 

{  Or  fltmton'a  tower,     flee  pugt  461, 

I   Prld.  ii.7S7.         H  Hrid.  ii.  731. 
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were  concerned  in  them.  Herod,  naturally  8uq>icifi«s,  httienA 
tiie  whole  to  be  true,  raged  like  a  roadman,  and  putting  aiMSj 
to  the  lack,  tortured  them  to  death,  and  oonTerted  the  royal 
palace  into  one  vast  human  slaug^hterhouse.* 

From  this  dreadful  state  he  was  for  a  season  relieTed  faj  (be 
arriTal  and  judicious  conduct  of  Archelaus,  whose  daogfater 
Alexander  bad  married  ;f  for  at  6rst  affecdng  to  unite  widi 
Herod  in  all  his  violence  against  his  son-in-lawyaitd  threates- 
ing  to  take  bis  daughter  home  again,  the  violenoe  of  the 
^ntant  subsided,  and  he  became  a  sappUcatorwith  Arcbdaoilo 
foi^ve  Alexander.  Availii^  himself  of  this  return  to  raaon 
and  reflection,  Archelaus  examined  carefully  into  all  the  mat- 
tes all^;ed  against  the  young  prince,  and  by  his  good  aenw 
and  wise  conduct  reconciled  the  father  and  aona  to  each  oAer. 
And  so  sensible  was  Herod  of  the  service  which  had  beta 
rendered  to  him,  that  be  accompanied  Archelaos  aa  &r  at 
Antioch,  be^des  making  him  many  valuable  presents,  and  hi 
his  turn  reconciling  him  to  Titus  Teqnsian,  the  Roman  g»- 
▼emoTof  Syria.+ 
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dealli  all  their  kindrrd ;  which  so  far  from  producing  the 
desired  result,  exasperated  iheni  so  much  the  more,  and  ended 
in  their  renewing^  Uicir  ioroads,  and  damaging  the  country 
more  (ban  ever.* 

The  temple  being  finished  at  the  expiration  of  nine  years 
and  a  half,  Hi>r<id  celebrated  the  dedication  of  it  with  great 
pomp,  lit)  the  uuuivcr^ry  of  his  own  accession  to  the  crown. '^ 

The  tributary  sovereigns  dependant  on  Rome,  were  not 
considpred  at  liberty  tu  make  war  upon  each  other,  without 
obtaining  the  concurrence  of  tl»e  senate,  or  the  chief  officer 
who  reprcsenttnl  them  in  the  diflfercnt  prorinccs,  or  we  can- 
not imagine  but  that  Herod  had  suflicieut  strength  to  hava 
eradicated  the  banditti  of  Kepla.  Thi'ir  inciirsluiia,  however, 
becoming  daily  more  distressing,  he  at  length  applied  tu 
Satumiua  and  Voluinnius  (he  Roman  govcroors  of  S^Tia, com- 
plaining agaioat  Sylleus  for  pn>tecting  them,  at  the  same 
time  impleading  him  for  a  debt  of  sixty  talents.  Sylleus 
ap|ieaxed  before  the  proconditU  at  Berylus,  and  was  con- 
demned, and  engaged  by  oath  to  pay  the  debt,  and  give  up 
all  the  fugitives,  within  thirty  days:  but  instead  of  perfurm*  , 
ing  h'\H  engftgentent,  be  went  to  Kome.^ 

Herud   baviiig   utUaiiiod   permission  from  the  proconsuls  J 
to  obtain  redress  by  force  of  anns,  destroyed  the  fortressj 
of  Rupta,  and  view  all  that  fell  into  his  hands;  and  afteri 
defeating  Macebiu,  an  Arabian  ulfictT,  who  ramo  to  tlicir 
assistance,  be  placeil  three  ibouituud  Idunifcaiu  in  Trachoui- 
tii,  to  protect  the  eonntr>-  from  further  depredations.     Sy|. 
leu)^  however,  being  still  at  Rome,  niadf  such  an  e:xaggentted 

•  Prill.  il.7il. 
t  **  And  It  was  very  proper  and  rcquUiie  that  ihb  bouse  ihould  b« 
Ihui  repftircd  and  Blletlup  iu  il«  best  dress,  nhfa  be  ttiit  was  Lori, 
thereof  was  cotnlag  to  ir."    Prid.  U.  741.    Sco  ao  account  ot  Ibis 
erection  In  Jos.  U,  jr73.  978. 
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rcprce<vtation  of  Ihe  whulc  matter  to  Augustas,  that  tie 
NenjH  a.  very  severe  Jutter,  aud  was  for  a  considerable 
Mtran^d  from  him.* 

Nor  was  this  wreiched  htanl  over  doomiul  apiin  to  eipc^ 
rimcc  peace  on  hia  throne ;  for  his  jeulousies  hnviog-  bceo 
ftgain  revived  .i^rain&t  hia  itoiis  Atexundrr  and  Aristobulna, 
and  the  Tmchoniles  having-  rallied  and  iiverpowi-rcd  Iheir 
Idumeeon  gnards,  renewed  their  dcpr^alions,  which  Herod 
was  afraid  lo  repress,  le»t  he  should  niiispernle  Au^u»ui!i  Rtill 
further.  To  remove  this  unfavourable  impressiun,  Uerixl  had 
sent  two  embassies  to  Rome,  without  either  of  theni  being 
able  to  ohlaiQ  an  audience;  but  the  Trachonites  who  hwl 
h<>cnme  aequainted  wilh  and  been  ennonra^d  by  that  ctrrtim- 
stance^  having  renewtnl  their  rava^s  lo  an  aUtnning  rxteMy 
Herod  resolved  to  send  Nictiulas  DamasceDu»  to  Rome,  spoD 
a  third  cmboasy.t 

The  reali*bjfM!t  ofSylleus  in  £^in^  lo  Rome  was,  tliat  lie 
might  be  absent  whil^  his  maKier  Obiidus  was  pcdscmed  b^- 
his  directioDs,  in  the  hopfi  that  A ugustiut  would  roiifrr  the 
dominions  of  (he  deceased  monarrh  up<in  him.  Rut  thi<  Na- 
bathean^  Arabs,  over  whom  he  reig^ned,  inimediiitety  chose  a 
king  fur  themselves  of  the  namcof  Areliis,  aud  whum  we  slimU 
often  have  occasion  lo  mention. §  To  eoiinteracl  the  machj- 
natiunsof  Sylleo!,  iheNahiitheanshad  also  si>nl  an  emhas^  to 
Rome;  and  Nicholas,  who  fnnnd  it  vras  useless  to  altefiipl 
gain  an  audience  as  the  ambasador  of  flerod,  ver>  skil'iiH; 
joined  himself  to  the  Nabalhean  embass)*,  and  tmdrrtook 
be  their  spokesman,  in  hopes  he  should  be  enabled  to  draw 


to 

i 


•   Prltl.  ii.743.  +  Prid.  ii.74fl. 

J  The  country  where  ha  ret^ned  wiii  Arabia  Petrws,  so  e«n«d 

from  Pelrs,  tlio  Mrtropolis;  nnd  the  InhaltiUnIs  lining   dMc«m)«<d 

from  Nebnlotb,  one  nf  thp  sons  of  liihniaci,  were  from  him  aarnvd 

NabitthMOfl.    Frit).  iU  743.    Sec  p.  100.   Kcltti,  lSO-^30. 
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Ibe  sttention  of  Aufuslus,  to  the  merits  of  Herod's  cose  inci- 
dentally. Aiiguglus  liavin<if  appuinted  a  day  Utt  hearing  tbe 
accusiiiioiks  of  the  Nubatheaiu  air-iiiisl  Sylleus,  NichoUa 
opciu.'d  the  case,  uad  after  dilaliog  upon  the  crintt's  moru 
tttimrdtatrly  cnanectml  with  the  Nabatlu-ain,  he  artfully 
uUeg»l  that  S>llci»  hud  CMntuilted  ft  great  affront  aud 
ttinilt  upon  Auguslos  liiinsHf,  rrUliog  Herod's  invaiiiuii  of 
RpptAt  oitd  punUhiDcnt  of  the  Ihiovcs.  Au|pistus  ifutantly 
caught  the  alarm,  and  ordned  Nirholaa  to  confine  hinuieir  to 
the  proof  of  the  last  charge,  who  hiiving  couiplelely  esta- 
blished it,  Sylleus,  l)cin^  present,  and  not  daring  to  cuutradict 
hini,  th<>  emperor  coiideiuui^d  him  upon  the  spot,  and  MMit  him 
hack  into  Arabia  in  rh^iins,  with  orders  to  pay  Herod  bisdebt. 
On  his  arrival  there  he  refused  lo  con)ply,  iijKin  which,  at 
the  inMlonee  of  Anti|>aier,  he  was  sent  lurback  a^iu  to  Kutoe 
and  lliero  beheade<l.* 

Bcin^  thus  n'Sturod  to  the  favour  of  the  «Tt>al  Roman, 
Herod  might  have  enjoyed  surac  days  of  peace,  but  the  dia- 
WortOM  iu  bis  own  family  broke  out  afresh,  for  Antipator, 
Salome,  and  Pheruras  continued  to  fill  his  mind  with  cuustoul 
npprchrniiiunH  aiul  jealousies  against  his  two  eldest  sons,  till 
at  length  he  itppliod  to  Augustus  for  periuiuiuii  lo  proceed 
aguiust  them  rapitally.  Tbe  Icltcrb  were  full  of  violent 
and  angry  InvecliveM,  and  therefore  Augustus  advised  him 
to  call  a  council  at  Uerytus,  and  avail  himsvlf  of  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  Roman  governors  of  the  neigtil>i>uring 
provinces,  together  with  Archchiua,  kiDgorCapp«<locia,  and 
other  eminent  persons,  nnd  lay  the  wbol«  matter  before 
Ifaem.  With  this  advice  Herod  complied,  except  as  lo  Arch«- 
laiH,  who  he  thought  would  Ik*  partial  to  hi*  sun-iu-law, 
Aknuider;  but  when  tbe  council  were  met,  HcpmI  wa*  so 
vii^BBt  in  his  accuaatinoa,  probably  making  use  of  intimida- 


•  PrlJ.  11.  7U. 


404    .  HEROD  THE   O&GAT. 

tion,  that  the  yoong'  men  were  condenmed,  and  Herod  aatho- 
rized  to  execute  the  sentence  when  and  where  he  pleased.  The 
ruthless  tyrant  lost  no  time  in  availing  himself  of  this  pennit- 
Bion^  for  sending  them  both  to  Sebaste,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
strangled ;  Salome  being  a  principal  instigator  throogfaont.* 

Having  traced  the  history  of  this  wonderful  people  dmrngh 
eleven  hundred  years,  in  which  we  have  seen  their  sdec- 
tioD,— superintenden  ce,-— expostulation ,— punishment,— kUs- 
persion, — and,  to  all  human  appearance,  absolute  abandon- 
ment—by their  divine  protector,  we  are  approaching  the 
dawn  of  a  brighter  day  ; — a  day  which  indeed  opened  with 
unrivalled  splendour,  and  shone  in  meridian  glory  never  to 
be  eclipsed— a  day  in  which  a  ray  burst  forth,  which  ' 
to  be  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  but  which,  although  it 
also  to  be  the  glory  of  Israel,  nevertheless,  through  their 
sins  and  final  rejection,  closed  in  a  long  and  dreary, 
although,  blessed  be  God,  not  an  interminable  night. 
Judging  from  all  that  is  recorded  of  this  people  after  the  death 
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who  wag  (0  be  tlie  hope  and  sariourof  tsrsel,  the  bri«:ht  mid 
ifKyniin;;  Mar  »(  Ihwr  apinlual  regeneration,  and  the  aalva- 
tion  of  the  whole  world. 

Ainun^rsi  othpf  ch()9pn  vprstIb  of  mprcy  were  a  priest  of  tha 
name  of  Zacharias,  of  the  raunw  ofAbuli,  and  Elizabeth  his 
wifi*,  who  wag  of  the  <lau;;hlers  of  Aaron;  ai»d  thoy  were 
ri^hleoiu  before  God,  walking  in  all  the  cummandmrDls  and 
ordiiunrns  of  Jehnvah  btamel<*8s.  And  thcr  bad  no  child 
becaosc  Ihnt  Elizabeth  was  b-irren;  and  they  both  were  uow 
well  striiken  in  year«.  And  it  cuinc  tn  |>a$K,  that  while  be  exe- 
cuted the  (iTiest's  olbce  before  God  in  the  onler  of  his  coune, 
acconllng  (o  the  custom  of  the  priest's  ofhre,  his  lot  was  to  bum 
inccnae  when  hn  went  into  the  temple  of  Jehovah.  And  the 
whole  mnltitndi*  of  th(»  pwjple  were  pra^-ing'  without  at  the 
time  of  incense.  And  then^  appeunn)  unto  him  an  angel  of 
Johorah,  standing  on  the  ri^ht  side  of  tho  attar  of  incense* 
And  when  Zarliarian  saw  him  he  was  troubled,  and  fear  fell  ^ 
upon  him.  Hut  the  anpd  said  unlo  him,  Fear  not,  Zacharia^  I 
for  thy  prayer  ia  beard,  and  tby  wife  Elizabeth  shall  bear| 
thee  a  son,  and  thou  shall  call  his  name  John.  And  thoa 
abalt  have  joy  and  fi^ladneaa,  and  many  shall  rejoice  at  his 
birth ;  for  be  ahall  be  prat  tn  the  sight  uf  Jehovah,  and  shall 
drink  npiiber  wine  nor  strong  drink;  and  he  shall  be  filled 
with  the  Holy  f>hosl,  even  from  bis  motherS  wumb.  And! 
many  of  the  children  of  Urmd  Jth.ill  he  turn  lu  JHiuvah,  Iheif  j 
God.  And  he  shall  go  before  him  in  tho  spirit  and  power 
of  Eliaa,  to  turn  lite  heart*  of  the  fathers  lo  the  chtldreo,  and 
the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just,  to  make  ready  i 
peuple  pp*|Kifrd  for  Jrhnvah. 

And  Zurharias  said  unto  the  angel.  Whereby  atMll  I  know  ] 
this?  fur  I  am  an  old  man,  and  my  wife  well  stricken  in  ycanuj 
And  tho  angel  aiHwerud  and  said  unto  him,  I  am  Gabriel«l 
that  stand  in  the  pceMnce  of  G»il.  and  am  sent  tos|»eak  unto 
tbw,  and  tu  shew  ihee  thaae  glad  tidings.    And,  behold  lltuu 
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shaltbe  damb»  and  not  able  to  speak  until  the  day  that  these 
things  shall  be  performed,  because  thou  believedst  not  my 
words,  which  shall  be  fulfilled  in  their  season.  And  the  peo- 
fde  waited  for  Zacharias,  and  marvelled  that  he  tarried  so 
lon^  in  the  temple.  And  when  he  came  out  he  could  not  speak 
unto  them,  and  they  perceived  that  he  had  seen  a  vision  in  the 
temide ;  for  he  beckoned  unto  them  and  remained  speechless.* 
Herod  having  now  got  rid  of  his  two  sons  by  Mariamne, 
imagined  he  had  cru^ed  the  hydra  of  rebellion,  but  vainly ;  for 
Antipater  having  (he  way  to  the  crown  thus  opened  for  him, 
could  not  wait  for  the  death  of  his*  father,  but  conspired  with 
hia  uncle  Pheroras,  whom  Herod  had  ofTended.t  and  others, 
to  destroy  him  by  poison ;  and  that  both  of  them  might  be 
horn  home,  and  therefore  the  less  liable  to  suspicion,  Anti- 
pater procured  himself  to  be  called  to  Rome,  and  Pheroras, 
a&cting  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Herod,^  retired  to 
his  tetrarchy.§ 


*  Lake,  i.  6—20.    It  ii  impcssible  to  avoid  being  forcibljr  itrnd 
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Tirt  Phproras  tUina:  soon  nflerwards,  and  two  of  liis  frccdnirn 
ronipljtiiing  ihni  lie  had  l)een  |K>ison(Mi  by  his  wife,  Hemd 
iustitutetl  a  itrirt  in(|uir)'  into  ull  the  circuniiilariccs,  aod  iu 
the  courso  of  the  inv««li;;^tioti,  discoverc<l  llie  couspiracy 
ugainst  bis  own  life,  and  how  nmrowly  he  haxt  f'M'aixil  (he 
snare,  and  that  Aiitipalcr  was  iho  chief  conspirator.* 

Thi.i  unhappy  individual  redtruing  into  Judt.>a  nithoiii 
knowing  the  tliscovmos  which  his  father  had  raade^  aod 
hring  a^^est(^d  tininecli:ilely  4in  hisairivaU  was  iriud  and  con—J 
vicleil  Ix'fore  QitintiHus  Vmiis,  tht*  Uontan  guvontor,  and  the 
■CDtcnce  being  cuniinued  by  Augustus^  hn  wiu  condemned  to 
dcath.t 

But  the  great  work  of  redymplion  was  now  rapidly  ad- 
vancing, and  Jehovah,  with  majettlic  dignity^  nnd  ridin;;  forth 
in  his  triumphal  ihuriol,  was  proceeding  to  bruith  aw.-iy  all 
the  cobwvbii  of  humanity.  As  a  due  preparation  for  this 
great  event,  it  was  the  will  of  the  divine  projector  of  this 
great  plan  ihat  (hu  universal  world  should  Im;  at  peace,  and 
which  lasted  during  twelve  years,  for  so  long  bad  the  temple 
of  Januii^  liecii  shut  at  Runie. 

Ju  the  sixth  month  after  the  mesHigfj  had  been  delivered 
by  the  angol  Gabriel  to  the  wife  of  Zaeharias,  tbe  Hauie  divine 
messenger  was  wnt  into  a  city  of  Galilee,  named  Nazareth, 
in  order  to  anuounre  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  Iho  cousin  of 
Elizabeth,  and  wh<i  wai  cHpuusMl  to  a  man  numcd  JoM'ph,  nf 
tbe  houtc  of  David,  the  great  meange  of  merry  and  lovo  of 
which  he  was  llicboarer.  'MJail  thou  that  art  highly  favoured, 
Jehovah  is  with  ihcc:  blcsiied  art  thou  among  women  !    And 


•  Prid.  ii   7». 
t  PrW.  II.  7M.    lilt  nrcution  w«i  ordered  by  lltrod.  (who  had 
pcniiU^ion  (tiira  blai  by  Attfrtiatui,  cltlirr  to  rxrcotcor  bRoish  him), 
wbllst  he  WM  liiiii»eir  In  sriiciilo  mofliv,  ind  who  kIm  ordcrcil  lilm 
to  be  burled  «ilb  ignouilay  In  llyrcanla.     Joa,  11|>  3ft>  858, 
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when  slie  saw  him,  ^lie  was  troubled  at  his  myia^,  aad  catf 
in  her  iitind  what  nianniT  of  Kalutnlion  this  vhoald  hf.  And 
the  aD^f^l  said  (ii)tu  her,  fear  not,  Mury  ;  for  Ihou  but  ^nl 
faTuur  with  <^ml.  And,  behold,  ihou  ahaU  ri>nroiv<*  in  titf 
wouib,  antl  briii^j;  furtb  a  sun,  and  shall  rail  his  name  Jmoil 
He  shall  bo  great,  anil  shall  ht>  raited  the  sod  of  ihi?  biglxttl: 
and  Jehovah  Uod  shall  gi\^  nnlu  him  the  Ihrune  of  hU  fhtltf*r 
David.  And  he  Khali  n^ign  ovt-r  the  house  of  Jacub  for  ever; 
and  of  his  kingdom  there  slmll  be  no  end. 

Then  said  Mary  untu  the  an°^el.  HuW  shall  this  br,  ■eeingt 
know  not  a  man  ?   And   the  angel  answered  and  said  onto 
her,  The  Holy  Ghost  shull  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of 
the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee:  therefore, also  thai  boly 
thing  which  shall  bo  burn  of  thci\  shall  he  t-alled  the  womwt 
God.     And,  behold,  thy  cousin  Elizabeth,  she  hath  riTnii  n>ti*J 
ceived  a  »on  in  her  old  ago:   and  ihis  is  the  sixth  uiouih  witlil 
her  who  was  called  kirren.     Fur  with  God  nothing  &hall  hal 
impossible.     And  Mary  said,  Behold,  iliehandai:iid  tif  Jtsho-i 
vah  ;  Iw  it  unto  me  according'  lo  thy  wurd  "• 

Nothing  was  more  natural,  than  thai  a  youn^  antl  in<u« 
perienced  fenjale  should    takn    the   earliest   opportQutty 
cimmn  mi  rating   with  some   married   fetnale  of  her  loniilr,! 
upon  soeximordinary.and  yet  so  iiilon-sling  an  oecuion;  and 
eapeeiftlly  as  It  h  very  probable  that  she  had  heard  of  the 
miraculous  duinbnc<ts  of  Zachariaa,  and  the  former  mnimoDt- 
cation  of  the  an'fcl  Gabriel  to  Elizabelh.     Mary,  tlieftdfans 
arose  in  tho«ic  da^s,  and  went  into  a  hill  country  with  bMto,  ' 
in  a  rily  of  Judah ;  and  entered  into  the  hotise  nf  ZadMflii^.j 
and  saluted    Elizabeth.     And  it  came  to  |iass,   that  «l 
F.)i/.alM'th  heard  the  saliitntion  of  Mart',  thn  bnbr  leaped  \ 
her  womb;  and  Etlzabt'lh  was  filled  uiih  ibc  Holy  Glioat:] 
and  she  spake  out  with  a  lond  Toioe,  and  said,  Blewod  art  ihoa ' 
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ftmon^  women,  and  bloHscd  in  the  fruil  of  thy  wotub.  And 
whencu  is  ibU  to  tno  tbat  the  mother  of  my  Lord  should  come 
to  me  ^  For,  lo,  as  soon  aatho  Toice  of  thy  salatation  sounded 
in  nune  ears,  the  balio  lr>a|iod  in  my  wonib  far  joy.  And 
Meawd  is  ^hc  that  believed  ;  for  there  iihall  be  a  performance 
oflhoae  things  which  were  told  her  from  JehoTsh.*  And  Mary 
said.  My  soul  dotfa  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  balh 
rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour.  Fur  he  hath  regarded  (he  low 
estate  of  his  handmaiden:  for,  heboid,  from  heucofurlh  all 
generaltoDS  shall  call  mc  bWssed.  Fur  be  that  is  mi^ty 
hath  done  to  me  great  Ibings;  and  holy  u  his  name.  And 
Ma  mercy  is  on  thrra  iIiat  Pfar  him,  from  generation  to  gcne- 
ntioa.  He  hath  shewed  strength  with  his  arm;  he  hatb 
scattered  the  proud  in  the  imagiiiatioD  of  their  beartA.  He 
hath  put  down  the  mighty  from  their  srata,  and  exalted  them 
of  low  degrw.  He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good  things; 
and  the  rich  be  hath  sent  empty  away.  He  bath  holpcn  hia 
servant  Isnicl,  in  remembrance  of  his  mercy ;  as  he  spake  to 
Mir  fulhers,  to  Abraham,  iind  to  bis  seed  fur  cver.'f 

The  piotiH  language  of  these  two  daugblen  of  Israel  shews 
abundantly  that  amidal  all  the  demoralizing  influence  of  it 
vicioaa  and  profligate  court,  and  a  half  pagan  govcmmeDt, 
there  were  still  some  li*ft  who  not  only  had  not  quite  forgotleo 
the  iniititulions  of  Jehovah,  but  to  whom  the  peculiar  strain  of 
the  children  of  God  was  even  familiar. 

Zncharias  still  remained  dnmb,  but  when  fais  wife  was  do* 

*  In  the  DS«  of  the  word  J(>hoTah,  In  the  New  TetlaBCDt,  I  tnve 
folio  ved  the  axaoiiile  of  the  Re?.  Tliwa.  Fry.  the  Rector  of  Emberton, 
Bucks,  ibe  lesraed  cdiluf  of  the  Ilcbrtrw  translaUua  ;  the  only  edition 
of  which  that  U  tu  b«  dependrd  u|Kin,  U  the  original  oae  published  In 
16U,wbea  Mr.  Fry  snd  the  Rer.W.  U.  Collyer,  were jviDlseeretarii'S 
oriho  London  Snciciy  for  promoUog  ChrlstitoUy  amoogit  Ui«  Jaws. 
8e«  the  L«tla  ^efacci  &e.  to  that  •diiloa. 
+  Lttke,Ua0-«». 
Si 
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liTcref),  and  on  the  day  appuintf>d  for  (he  cirrutncisioa  oflte 
child,  EliznbPlli,  romontbering  the  wm^s  of  the  an^el,  worii 
have  him  named  John,  whereas  his  kiiisfvilk  and  ac«|uaint 
wished  hint  to  be  called  after  bis  father.  Zacfaarias*  fao« 
ever,  upon  bcin^  appealed  to,  had  do  sooner  expr 
bis  will  by  writing  the  name  of  John  upon  a  tablet,  and  ihn 
shewn  his  faith  in  the  promise  of  Giul,  than  bis  tongue  wa 
loosed,  and  he  praised  God.  And  fear  came  on  all 
dwelt  round  about  them  ;  and  all  these  sanDgs  were  noia 
abroad  Ihron^hout  all  the  hill  country  of  Judea.  And 
they  that  heard  them  laid  them  up  in  fheir  hearts,  saj-i 
What  manner  uf  child  shall  this  be*  And  the  hand  of  Jehov 
was  with  him.  And  his  fuiber  Zaehnrias  was  fillM  with  tbr 
Holy  Ghosft,  and  prnphesied,  saying.  Blessed  be  Jeburah.  (faf 
God  of  Israel ;  fur  be  hath  visited  and  redeemed  bis  people, 
and  hath  raised  op  an  horn  of  salvation  for  os  in  the  hooae  of 
his  Si^vant  David ;  as  he  spake  by  the  month  of  his  holy  pro- 
ph>?1s,  which  have  been  since  the  world  began:  thai  w« 
should  be  saved  from  onr  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  all 
that  hate  us ;  to  perform  the  mercy  promised  to  oar  (a.ihM*s, 
and  to  remember  his  holy  covenant,  the  oath  which  he  swara 
to  our  father  Abraham,  that  he  Mould  grant  unto  ns,  that  we 
bejn^  delivered  out  of  the  baud  of  our  enemies,  might  mttc 
him  without  fear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness  before  him 
all  the  days  of  our  life.  And  thou  shall  be  called  the  pr 
phel  of  the  highest:  for  thou  shnlt  ^o  before  the  £ic« 
Jehovah  to  prepare  bis  ways ;  to  give  knowledge  of  salv 
unto  his  |H!ople  l)y  the  retntttslim  of  iheir  sins,  throi^fa  tbe'* 
tender  mercy  of  our  God;  whereby  the  day  spring  fracn  on 
high  hath  visited  lis,  to  give  light  to  thern  thiit  sit  in  dark* 
ncss,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  lu  guide  our  foct  into  Uia 
way  of  peace.* 

*  l.ukv,  i.  05 — 70.    Kee  all  tllfficallitu  apuii  Mils  ntystvrtous  eveot, 
t&amiQcdasd  refuted  In  DeU'i  Inquiry  into  tlie  laeiimatlon. 
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Thff  propliot  Micah  bad  lonjif  befnrc  dcclannl*  thai   the 
Messiah  iboutd  be  bom  at  Uptblobeui,  nttd  in  order  ihai  that 
prophcn' mi^ht  be  accomplished,   i(  pleased  him  to  vhotn  a 
thousand  yi'xra  arc  but  as  one  day,  that  the  Roinaa  oinperor 
ktiould  iuKUo  a  proclamation  for  a   cesluii,t  and  taxation  of 
thenhulc  world,  that  is,  oftla'  whole  Kotnan  cmpia*,  and. 
the  province*  which  were  irilmtary  to  it.     When  ih(>  decreei 
camo  into  operation   in  Judcn,   it    became   necessary  thafrl 
Joseph  and   Mary,  who  then  rexidml  at   Nazareth,  should  go 
up  to   Bt^tliji'hein,  the  city  of  Uavii),  of  wbotte   house  and 
linca^  they  were.     And  here  it  v>as,    aiid  whilst  sojourniug' 
thCTo  and   lodging    in  a  stable,  be<-ause  the  eoncuurso   of 
atrangers  was  so  great  that  thi-*y  could  obtain  no  other  accom- 
iiiodjttiun,  lh»t  the  Diviuc  Redeemer  was  born,  and  thus  was 
that  great  and  important  event  announced. 

There  were  in  tbe  same  country  shepherds  abiding  io 
the  field,  keeping  waltb  over  the  fluck  by  night.  And,  lo, 
tbe  angel  of  Jehovah  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of 
JohoTah  shone  round  about  them :  and  (hey  wctv  sore  afraicL 
And  the  angel  said  unto  (hem,  fenr  not :  fur,  behold,  I  bring 
you  good  tidinga  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people* 
For  unto  you  is  born  this  day.  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour, 
which  is  Chriftt,  the  [.^ird.  And  this  shall  be  a  si;;n  unto 
you;  yp  *hall  find  the  b.ibn  wmppotl  in  j^wiiddling  elothea, 
lying  in  a  manger.  And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel 
a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoNt  praising  GihI,  and  saying. 
Glory  to  Gud  in  the  highest*  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will 
towards  ineu. 

And  it  eaino  (o  pau.  as  the  angel*  were  gone  away  from 
them  into  heaven,  the  fthe|ih(^rd«  said  one  («  another,  let  us 
now  go  even  into  Rethlehem,  and  tifc  this  thing  wliirh  is 
come  to  paai,  which  J<-hi>vah  halh  made  known  Io  uk.     And 

•Mkali,  v.«. 

t  Srs  the  ortgia  aait  |*artlcaUn  of  ihU  pr«e«nlliig.  Prld.  IL  740. 
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Ihcy  came  with  baste,  and  Tound  Mary,  and  Joseph,  aadlk  j 
hehe*  lying:  iu  a  manger.     And  when  (hoy  ha<t  seen  tl,  ttMJ 
made  known  abruud  thn  saying  wbicli  was  tuM  thnm  i 
ccmio^  lhi»  child.     And  all  they  that  heard  it,  wundrrfdit 
those  things  which  were  toM  iheni  by  the  shepherds.    Btf 
Mary  kept  all  these  things,  ami  [wndcred  them  in  her  h«aii  , 
And  the  shepheriU  returned  ^lorifyin^,  and  pridsed  God  ftri 
all  the  things  that  they  had  beard  and  seen,  as  il  vaattM] 
thoni.f 

But  thill  WEU  not  the  only  illustrions  testimony  with  vhitibl 
it  pleased  Gud  to  honour  the  birth  of  his  only  beg-ntien  Sre*  \ 
Furat  hiscircuinrision  his  |>arents  having  brouglii  htm  to  Jm- J 
salem  to  preftnnt  him  in  the  temple,  or  to  Jphnvah,  two  holyj 
persons  of  great  ngt*,  whose  1ivi>s  had  probably  bem  spandl 
for   this  esperial  purpose,  distinctly  rcco{^iscd  Ihe   infinlV 
JejsuH  Rg  Iho  promised  Retleemer  uf  his  people ;    for  behvU 
there  was  a  man  in  Jenisalem,  whose  name  was  Simeon ;  aol 
the  same  was  just  and  devout,  waiting  for  the  consolarioa  flf 
Israel :  and  ihe  Holy  Gho6t  was  upcm  him.  And  it  wasrevvaM 
unto  him  by  the  Floly  GhoM,  that  he  Hhuuld  nul  see  de■tl^ 
before  he  hafi  seen  the  anointed  of  Jcbuvah.     And  he  came 
by  the  spirit^  into  the  temple ;  and  when  the  parents  bimnto 

*  See  a  critical  note  ai  to  the  ynir  of  onr  Lonl's  birth.  In  Prid.  IL7*^ 
t   f*uke,  il.  B— ao.      Crevier.  i-  W8 
:  To  liim.  when  cold  decrcpid  »gc  tmd  sprmd 
The  anew  or  fourscore  winlrni  on  hi*  head, 
Aa  he  nnti  evening  In  rhp  temple  ttald. 
And  for  sad  Israel's  wJiih'd  rtdcmption  pray'il, 
A  hHvetily  jronih  onhojie  who  waitnl  lhi<re,    } 
Indues  a  thin-spun  robo  of  amblrai  air,  ( 

And  bidt  the  oftrd  father  mot  drspiir '.  J 

Pur  thoii]!h  so  short  hU-  thread  of  life  wara  sptin, 
So  many  prerloui  Mtiin  iilready  run  ; 
Ttim.  vainly  ihreal'ninic.  droth  eould  not  turpriie, 
TUI  iba  Meulah  bteii'd  hit  longing  eyes  I 
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in  the  child  Jesus,  to  do  for  him  after  th«  custom  of  the  Uw, 
then  look  he  him  up  in  his  arms^  and  blessed  God,  and  said. 
Lord,  now  lettost  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  pcuce^  according 
to  thy  wurd :  for  mine  eyes  havt>  jkimi  lliy  salvulion,  which 
thoti  host  prepared  before  (be  focc  of  all  poople ;  a  light  to 
lif^hten  the  Gentilfs,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  iKracI* 
And  Joseph  und  his  mother  marvelled  at  those  Ihings] 
which  were  spoken  of  him.  And  Sirncon  blessed  thcm^l 
and  said  unto  Mary,  his  mother,  bchuld,  thia  child  is  set 
fur  the  full  am)  rising  uf  many  in  Israel ;  and  for  a  sign 
which  hIiuII  be  MjMjken  aj^iiinst ;  (Vea,  a  sword  shall  pierce 
ihnuijjh  thy  own  soul  also},  that  the  thoughu  of  many 
hearts  may  be  revealed. 

Aikd  there  was  one  Anna,  n  prophetess,   the  daughter  of 
Pbanuelt  of  the  tribe  of  Aser :  she  was  of  a  great  agf,  and 
had  lived  with  an  huebcind  seven  years  from  ber  Tirgpinity;! 
and  <»lie  was  a  widow  of  about  fourticore  and  four  years,  which] 
departed  not  from  the  l(>nipl<>,  but  served  Cod,  with  (aalin^J 
and  prnvers,  nij^ht  and  day.  And  she  coming  in  that  instants 
gave  thanks  likcwin*  unto  Jehovah,  and  spake  of  him  to  all 
them  that  IrMiked  for  redemption  in  Jcnisalem.  And  when 
they  barl   performed  all   things   according   (o   the  laws  of 


The  Bane  bright  form  ippnr'd  lhi«  hippy  day,  ^ 
Ai  on  his  face  In  prayer  he  prntlrale  lay.  f 

And  from  lili  cloict  hcckon'd  him  away:  ) 

With  Joy  Ihe  good  old  man  ihc  ftlgnal  lakd, 
Aail,  all  ecstatic,  to  Ihe  leinple  mnkcs- 
In  haitfl  he  oh4H*rfHl  cnmr  ;  erect,  alone. 
Mil  uieloftf  crotches  now  chIiIc  wrre  thrown: 
Through  all  Ihe  crowd  of  prirtli  and  tuppllonli  prrtt, 
Thvii  i^ixed  this  clilltl,  and  held  him  to  hta  breast  j 
With  his  dear  hurilcn  la  the  altar  ran. 
And  thu,  with  sacred  zeal  iosplr'd,  h^gan. 

Rev.  8*10.  Wesley's  Uf*  of  Christ. 
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Jehorah,  (hpy  returned  into  Galilee,  to  tltctr  own  city  is 
Nazarelh.* 

We  have  scivn  how  exreedingly  jealuus  llcrud  waa  of  any 
one  approaching  him  as  a  surccssor,  even  in  his  own  fauiily  |^^ 
and  we  cannot  inio^ne  thai  he  was  ignumiil  of  Iho  pn>phucieM^| 
of  (he  Old  Testament  relating  to  the  Mi>s9>iuh,  ur  of  Ihal  uni* 
Tenal  expeclationt  which  existed  at  the  p^'Hod  of  the  birtb  of 
our  Lord,  that  a  child  nas  about  to  hr-  htmi  in  Jiidea,  who  wai 
to  obtain  universal  dominion.^  WhcthfTtheprcccdiitgcircuoi- 
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•  Uke.  ii.  a&— 3fl. 

t  Suetonius  saj^e  ''  lliat  an  incieut  and  consUnt  trEtltlinn 
obtnlnnl  t^roiifrhout  all  lhf>  E*s(,  that  in  the  fatrs  it  vni  (l«crr«< 
lliBt.  about  lliat  time,  some  who  should  come  from  Judoa,  fthoai 
obtain  the  doinitiioa  or  Kovvrnment,  Uc.  of  llie  world,  wtnch 
Romans  then  possessed."— ^ act,  Vil.  Ve«p.4.  Tactlot  aUo  all 
"  iIibI  many  understood  tlie  great  iM-odiglea  which  preci-doJ  Lh« 
dfStnicIlon  of  Jeraiuilom,  as  the  foreronnerfi  of  that  eitrAordint 
person,  whon  tA«  ancient  baoli  nflht  prieilt  dnl  /^rtttt,  ihotild  e< 
about  ttiat  time  from  Judea,  and  obtain  the  d(TniinIou."~-Hi8t.  lib. 
c.  IS.  And  the  Brst  mmlioned  author  also  infomifi  as  Ihal  iIm  8y 
onelcs,  which  were  only  a  pcrT«r(r<l,  do^eneralelrftdllionof  tfaa 
Testament  prophecies,  had  produced  such  nn  elTcct  upon  the  w1 
lenale  of  Rome,  thcu  In  III  full  splendour  and  power,  and  also,  as  «at 
sappoftcd.ln  poMesslonof  all  \\ivt*iUntnnAiiiUlltetot\hc  then  wrorM, 
wer«  so  tttrriAed.  Ihal  In  the  vpry  y«rar  ia  which  I'ompey  look  Itovr, 
(«e«  p.  416.)  they  issued  B  decree  "that  none  bora  that  year  should  b« 
educated  :  and  that  those  whose  wWes  were  wiih  child,  did  each  eon* 
eeive  frreot  hopes,  applying  Iho  propheey  to  thcmsel yea. *'—  Saat. 
Vil.  Aug.  tU.  See  Bp.  Clayloo's  Second  Letter,  p.  140.,  m>  Edlllua 
of  Leslie,  p.  BR.  London,  IfllS.,  and  Bp.  Horaliy's  learned  DissrrlS' 
lion  on  the  Oracles  of  the  Cumican  Sybil,  preflxed  to  his  volancof 
Nine  Sorreon«.  and  many  other  anthorlties  collected  from  heathen 
vrlters,  in  Doddridge's  Seimoos  on  the  K>  idenees.  Sermon  v  111.  p.  ttft- 
and  Dr.  Oregnry  Shaqic's  Coneesftlonsof  Jewsaiut  Meatheoa,  a  v««7 
very  viluable'and  scarce  book. 

J  "  Forty  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  the  Manlnan  bard,  at  It 
laspired  by  the  eclestUI  muse  of  Ualah,  had  cek-braled  with  ^11  lb« 
ItOBp  of  oriental  meiapbor,  the  return  oftbeVir^n,  Ibe  fall  of  lb* 
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stanros,  rclarivc  lo  the  birth  and  foncepHon  of  the  Baptist 
and  the  Saviour,  wore  made  known  to  htm  or  not,  wc  have  no 
information;  but  howcvpr  that  was,  in  either  event  we  may 
easily  judgv  with  whnt  jealous  and  »onaittve  apprehensioft 
the  tynni  would  hear  that  certain  Magi,  or  wise  mm^  had 
arrivod  at  Jenisnlem  from  Iho  east,  enqnirin^where  is  he  that 
is  bom  Kins"  of  the  Jews  ?  for  wc  have  seen  his  star  in  the 
east,  nnd  arc  come  to  worship  him.* 

No  woudfT  thai  Herod  and  all  Jemsatem,  sarh  as  it  then 
was,  wer«  troubled  at  such  news  as  this ;  and  how  melancholy 
iniisl  have  been  tbo  state  of  a  people,  who  were  terrified  and 
alarmofl  at  the  anminctation  of  ihu  jftvat  event,  which  the 
merry  of  God  had  proviik-d  for  their  deliverance  !  Herod» 
however,  immediately  amcmhlcd  the  priesta  and  arribes  of 
the  p*^ple,  and  demamled  of  them  where  they  expected  thut 
the  Metbiah  was  to  be  bom  ?  These  iiersons  did  not  then 
affect  any  ignorance  upon  the  wjbjecl,— they  did  nut  allege 
thai  Iho  lime  was  not  cnme,  or  that  Ihcy  did  not  expect  any 
Messiah  at  all ;  but  with  un4>  voice  refernxl  the  Iduiniean  to 
the  prophecy  of  Mirah;t  and  which,  from  that  circumstance, 

scriwal,  tli«  a|>pronclitng  birtti  oTa  godlike  chlUl,  ihr  offspring  or  Iho 
f;r«al  Jupiter,  w)iu  atiuulO  expiate  the  ffitllt  of  tiuman  kincl.and  goTcm 
tlir  pracrtiil  nnWerse  with  Ibe  vlnues  of  his  father :  the  rise  and  ap- 
p4-araiKeor  an  heaveoljr  nico,  and  the  grailtiat  rvmorallon  of  the 
Ifliiocpnct!  and  felicity  of  the  gn\6cn  mgf.  The  poel  was  partiapa 
UOOaatacloui  of  llic  srcrot  sctisv  and  ubjccl  of  these  lubliine  prcdic 
tioni,  which  have  been  vo  unworthily  applied  to  the  Infant  son  of 
aeoaiul,  om  Itiumvlr!"  Gibbon,  IH.  tf7U.  Was  Gibbon  rcalljr  an 
Infidel  7    BMLowlh,  Prftlecl.  xxt.  890.  CM. 

*  MaU.  II.  t.  The  eountr;  of  ih*  Maglaaa  being  In  Pmla,  il  b 
moat  likely  they  cane  from  thence,  and  frun  thuae  parts  of  It  wbl«h 
lie  aboot  Daaaora,  that  placa  Ijiog  directly  Mai  from  Jenualan. 
Prld.  ii.  7i&. 

t  Malt.  I).  A.  Micah,  v.  2.  A*  to  which  >«e  Bp.  Rldder.  pt.  I.  eh.  III. 
Dr.  Oil),  101— 1  ID.     DuUook,  170.     Harris,  fiOO— AM. 


i 


^ 


476 


HEftOD   THE  ORE  AT. 


H 


it  is  evidnnt,  was  at  that  day  yveW  undprstooil  aiul  Dniversally 
acknowledged,  lo  relate  to  the  birlh  uf  llic  M^-H-siidi. 

Such  an  intimotioD,  howcTer,  was  but  little  calculated  to 
reokove  the  fears  of  Herod;  and,  Ihcroforc,  seoding  fur  tho 
HiJK  men  to  come  to  litiii  privately,  hu  enquircxi  of  lUem 
aniciou^y  what  time  tho  slar  apiwared,  and  sent  them  to 
Belhlfbem,  staying ;  Go,  and  search  dtligently  fur  the  young 
child,  and  wheti  ye  have  found  blni,  bring  me  word  again, 
that  1  may  cumc  and  worship  him  also.* 

The  stibi^cqiieDt  trun.sacli4ins shew  vhal  sort  of  faoitioge  the 
tyrant  contemplated  ;  but  God  having  directed  tho  rc-apprai 
once  of  the  Ktur  till  it  conducted  them  to  tho  spot  where 
child  way,  when  they  hud  come  into  the  hotue,  tbeyr 
the  younfj  rhild,  with  Mary,  his  mother,  and  fell  riown, 
worshipped  him :  and  when  they  had  opened  their  trtiamros^ 
tboy  presented  unto  biui  gxfUj  gold,  and  frdnkinceosci  and 
myrrh  .f 

God,  however,  aware  of  the  luteDtions  ofllenMl,  w 
the  Magi  not  to  return  by  the  way  of  Jemsalcm;  and  t bus, 
whilst  the  tyrant  wat>  suspending  his  measures,  in  expectation 
of  receiving  from  the  Mu^i  the  iufonnution  be  was  waitii^ 
for,  an  opportimity  was  nfforded  for  an  angel  uf  Jehovah  Id 
appear  (o  Joseph,  and  direct  bim  (o  arise,  and  take  the 
child,  and  bis  mother,  and  flee  into  Egypt,  and  to  remaii 
there  until  be  sliouid  tw  sent  tu  bim  again.  ^ 

But  when  Herod  saw  that  he  was  mocked  of  the  wiso 
he  was  exceeding  wroth,  and  sent  forth  and  slew   all 
childri'n  that  were  in  Belblehem,  and  in  all  the  coasts  thei 
from  two  yonrs  old  and  under,  ucconling  to  the  tinxi^  w 
be  bad  diligently  enquired  of  ibcm.     Then  was  fullilled  that 
which  was  spoken  by-  Jeremy  the  prophet,  saying:  In  Kama 

•  Malt.  11. 8.         t  Matl^  11.  S,  10, 1 1.         t  Matt   ii.  U, 
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wss  (here  a  vc^ce  h«ar<t,  lamentation,  and  weeping  and  grett 
moanting,  Racbael  weeping  fur  her  children  and  wuuld  not 
be  cumfvrtod,  because  tbey  are  not.* 

The  period,  however,  uas  now  approaching,  when  this 
unhappy  wtPirh  was  tu  be  Ruiiiin4>nt'd  iulo  the  prt»sence  of 
that  tteiiif;  whom  he  had  tut  awfully  otfended  :  bol  so  fnr  from 
belnyin^  any  reniorsp  for  thn  rrimos  he  h.id  rommitted,  his 
arowed  purpttse  was,  that  bis  death  should  be  celebrated  bj 
the  most  horrible  and  atrocious  act  that  ever  came  Into  the 
luiod  of  man. 

Aware  that  be  was  lying  under  a  loathsome  and  incurable 
diteue.t  and  (hat  the  hain-d  which  the  JewN  li»d  iur  htm 
wooM  induce  tliemralhertorrjoice  at  than  lament  bis  death,  he 
fsMied  apvoclamation,  commanding  all  the  principal  Jews,  on 
patn  of  death,  to  appear  at  Jericho,  where  Ite  lay  nick,  on  a 
giren  day.  L^pon  their  arrival  he  shut  them  all  in  the 
circutf,  and  commanded  hi^t  stster  Salome,  and  Alcxas,  ber 


*  MaiL  H.  15— IM.  Pridesux  Jostly  Infers  the  probablUly  of  iMi 
reUlloo.  fromlh)*  eturity  of  lh«  edl«l  IsiUfd  by  Herod  on  lit*  d«tlh- 
bed.  PHd.  il.747.  See  stfto  Maston't  Vindioilioa  of  Maeroblot, 
■ppvniled  lo  the  lecnnd  voluiiH>or  Rp.Chjimllrr'ft  VlndicitloQ  of  his 
DrfrnM  uf  ChrUlUntly.  ftaf*  IB. 

t  "He  bad  a  tlow  frver,  not  ahrwlnfltietf  vomach  lolh«oatv«nl 
touoh  and  fivllnif.  an  more  )trl<iroit)iljr  bumtng  him  wllhin.  More- 
over, he  had  n  ^imnfi  eanlne  appetite  tar  meat,  wlileli  noihtng  could 
Utfafjr.  His  boweU  were  otccniloi],  cfpectally  the  colon  irut,  from 
whence  He  aulTrrvd  grlevont  pilni.  HI*  feet  brliif  awoln.  from 
llienee  Uaued  furtti  a  phlegmatttt  and  ttilnlng  hutnonr.  Moreofer, 
the  dUeaae  had  Seized  the  lower  part  of  hU  UtWj,  an  ulcer  broke 
ool  In  his  feitllalfl,  brrrdtng  womn  and  IIcd  :  bealdei  he  had  a 
•fiorloen  of  brrstb,  and  that  very  stinking  and  untavoor)'.  And  h« 
bad  also  a  ironblnom"  fltii  of  rheum,  and  wllh  It  an  avthmatlo 
difficulty  nf  breattilnfT.  And  the  paliriil  not  haitiif  ilrrnglb  ID  bMl 
all  this,  thern  followed  a  couTuUioD  of  all  tbe  patu  of  Ui  bodf." 
Prld.  H.  7A7, 
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husbanJ,  to  let  tlic  suUUerA  in  upnn  thoin  and  slay  thi^m 
mutueul  he  was  dead  ;  li]legiii<(,  lliul  liy  lliU  nic-aas  Ix^'  }>l>ciuld 
ensure  the  mourning  of  all  the  fumlHes  ut'  Judah  in  spite 
lhems(^!lvc<t ;  and  thus  adjuring;  lii.s  siiilrr  and  her  huisl 
with  hi^  dyin^  breath  to  accomplish  this  detestable  project^' 
he  expired  in  horrible  pain  and  Inrment,  smitten  uf  God 
in  a  big^iiiil  aud  ^iuvous  manner,  for  his  many  enormous 
iniquilica.* 

*  Prid.  it.  756.  Mull.  II.  19-^93.  Not  long  hefartt  hii  decease 
hcalletnpted  to  slab  hlimelf-  —  Jo».  iii.  *7.  '*  I  cnnnot  rorbear 
her«  r«mnrklfig  tttat  most  of  thn  ^rrat  prrst^utors  baTc  died  tha 
like  deslh.  by  bt>iug  &mfilun  of  Goil  ia  like  manner  in  itie  tcer»t 
paitS'  Thus  ilied  Aniioclius  Rpi[ihane9;  thus  dU'i)  llerott,  the  gr^mt 
persecutor  or  Christ  and  the  Infants  at  Bctlilvliem;  lhii»dird  Galcrios 
Alaximianus.  tlic  author  and  great  persecutor  of  ttie  tr-iah  and 
greatest  persecution  asamsi  the  primitive  ChrlBtians  ;  and  thus  also 
died  Philip  11,  klug  of  Spain,  as  Infamous  for  tho  enirlly  of  hU 
persecatious,  and  tlio  numbers  destroyed  by  It,  as  ettlicr  of  tbt 
others."  Prid.  ii.  849—945.  757.  where  nee  the  authorities  colteeted. 
See  alio  WHlson's  Life  of  Philip  11.  toI.  iii.  333.  But  as  all  former 
persecutions  wi-rc  iuSnitvly  exceeded  by  the  Rinnktrokltiea  o(  iba 
Parlilan  maSKacre,  perprtratinl  by  (.'hatles  IX.  hi*  nothrr  Cslberte* 
of  Medici*,  tlie  Guises,  and  other  popish  princrs  and  Doblec,  OQ  tto 
ere  of  Si.  Bartholrnipw.  1579  ;  »o  not  only  the  slings  of  anMAmtet, 
but  the  visible  inflictions  of  an  uffvoded  and  insulted  Uod,  war* 
perhaps  nio»t  conspicuous  in  the  Ttsilatlooa  of  Ihst  inhntnan  aioa 
arch.  "Charles  fi^ll  tnurtally  sick  io  the  wood  of  Vincrnties.  tbi 
blood  issuing  from  every  apetluro  of  bis  body  ;  so  thai  It  wa«  eoa* 
jeclared  he  had  been  poisoned.  Whalerer  was  Ihecause  (if  wo  may' 
be  pefmitlcd  to  judgt:  of  Liiign,  who  are  ainrnabie  tu  ihe  Almighty) 
it  was  a  {llTlfieiiunlNhtuitit  fur  hisblaiphenili-s.  anil  perhaps  on  ae- 
couot  of  the  torrents  of  blood  he  bad  causrd  to  be  shed."— Per«flx«> 
*' His  agonies  were  poifn<BQl  'o  thi*  exlrrroe,  and  the  blood  oobvI 
from  all  llir  purrs  of  his  Hi'sh."— Sullv.  "Charies  IX.  expired  In  bis 
blood  al  ihecaslleor  Vincennra,  oiitheaOthofMay  I57«.  HUhoij 
was  oprned,  but  nrillier  abicees  nur  gangrene  was  apparrni;  It 
was,  however,  full  of  wounds,  tho  cause  of  which  lh«  surgeons 
could  Dcvcr  ascertain.— Even  the  InQdel  Voltaire  could  not  aTald 
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ucrlbiof  the  Tiiitailon  of  thii  wretched  ■OTanlgn,  to  the  ImmediBtQ 
appointmrot  of  that  Ood,  in  whose  existence  he  himself  affected  to 
dijibeUeye. 

Dleo  diployaat  •nr  lot  m  Tcntcatict  Urr^, 

Mvqn  c«  rot  mooraiitt  da  ■ccan  de  m  cot^. 

OouilMieiice  iiaiiut  him  diipUyad  veB|nae«  dira. 

For  thU  DMMurc^  !■  d««th  bare  tb«  lUinp  of  bb  In." 

Parisian  Massacre,  by  Comber,  Passim.  Mem.  of  Henry  the  Great, 
Toi.  i.  169,  170. 180.  188. 

And  we  may  add  with  the  prophet*-"  Ood  is  jealoas,  and 
JehoTab  revengeth ;  Jehovah  reTeDgeth,  and  Is  farlons ;  JeboTah 
will  take  Tengeaoee  on  his  adversaries,  and  he  reserretb  wrath  for 
his  enemies.  Jehovah  is  slow  to  anger  and  great  in  power,  and  will 
not  at  all  acquit  thewiclted;  Jehovahhathbtsway  in  the  wbirtwind 
aod  In  the  storm,  and  the  clonds  are  the  dnst  of  his  feel ;  he  rebuketb 
the  sea,  and  maketh  ft  dry,  and  drieth  np  all  the  rivers.  Bashan 
laogalsheth,  and  Carmei,  and  the  flower  of  Lebanon  langalsheth. 
The  moantaios  qaake  at  blm,  and  the  hills  melt,  and  the  earth  Is 
burned  at  his  presence,  yea,  the  world  and  all  that  dwell  therein. 
Who  can  stand  before  his  indignation  ?  and  who  can  abide  in  the 
fierceness  of  his  aager?  His  fury  Is  poured  out  like  fire,  and  tho 
rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him.  Jehovah  is  good,  a  strong  hold  In 
tfae  day  of  trouble ;  and  he  knoweth  them  that  trust  in  lilm.  Bat 
with  an  overrunning  flood  he  will  make  an  utter  end  of  the  place 
thereof,  and  darkneu  shall  pursue  his  enemies.    Nahom,  I.  ^—6. 
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II  PON  ibp  il<^<»aae  of  thU  wretched  man,*  his  extonslrc  ter^ 
riluriiis  were  (livulc«l  nmnngst  three  of  his  suns;  Arrltelnus, 
one  of  Iii9  »i)ns  l>y  Malthatv,  brmfi*  mndo  tetnirt-h  of  Jiidi*3» 
Idumcpa,  uitl  Sainaria ;  HeTO(UAntipas,»nuil>erof  his  tmas  by 
ttic  same  wife,  Ictrarch  of  Galilcu  and  Ptrrxa  ;  and  Philip, 
his  aoa  by  Cleopatra  of  Jeru*uilcni,  tetrarch  of  Trachuniiis, 
Paneas,  and  Dalanea,  or  Itunea.! 

Juseph  being  wanicil  by  an  angol  in  a  dream,  arose,  and  H 
look  Ihc  young  child  mid  hi»  mother,  and  rettiniod  out  of 
E^pt  iolo  ihe  land  of  Israi-l ;  and  there  he,  and  Mary  his 
wife,  nnilrd  again  at  Nazarrlh,  in  Gulitee,  the  place  of  their 
fonner  huhtlatitm  ;  nml  tbiTc  Jesiis  pTfw  up,  and  dwolt  with 
(bi'ui  till  (tie  time  (hut  Uo  entered  on  his  public  minis) ratiun.^ 

A  curious  incident  is  mentiuned  by  dome  of  th<i  Kttnuui 
hidtoriaos,  uf  tlio  conleinpl  iu  which  the  h'li^ion  of  the  Jews 
wax  held  by  thai  people  ;§  and  which  is  i>o  far  nialiTial  as 
•ufficiently  to  account  for  lh<>  tnflin<,'  nieiiliiin  which  ia  made 

*  BUIinp  riiyloi)  ia  of  o|iialua  Ibat  Jooalhon  Bro  Uxxicl,  wliv 
w«i  br«<]  Iu  (ho  ocbool  uf  Hillol,  composed  liU  faiuouii  TBrguin 
during  ihr  rt>]^  of  llrrcxl  ihi.- Great.  Impartial  Inquir) — Scooilil 
Letter  lo  nii  unliH^nl  Jew,  p.  10. 

t  Crevirr,  L  MO.     Prid.  It.  7W. 
J   Prid.U.7a8. 

^  Aeeording  to  the  Biiiimi  or  ootferul  tolsmion,  ilir  nomitit 
proteeted  a  lupcnitllloD  which  lb«y  de«rl»rd.  Dibb.  it.  «IH.  Quit 
Ml,  Jiidlc«»,  (]ul  hoc  verc  noo  laudare  poult  I  rxportarl  aunim  non 
oportrr*.  cum  uppe  anlM  MMtBt.  tntn  me  consnlp,  frravlaaimp  joill- 
tnjiU  little  aatrm  barbarv  Mtpcntitloni  rf-shlerr,  «rvrritaiU: 
laultitadinrtn  Jud«onim,  fligrantcn  nounanquAio  in  roiicionibuf, 
pro  rvpulillcn  ronlrinncrc.  ^mvitall*  itUDnn  rail.  L'Ic.  pro  Places, 
cap.  S(<-  Nfllber  llw  viulcnce  of  Aoliochus^  nor  llir  arts  of  llcrod. 
cottliirtrr  ptTMuad*  tltr  JrwD  In  atuoclala  wUli  the  luktllulloiii  of 
Moac«Uie«lrgaatai>ib4>l(V9)r  orUi«Urr«k»!l  Uibb.  il  WtH. 
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of  it  by  than,  and  of  tlie  errors  which  that  trifle  cotiiai 
CaitLs  CtTRnr,  the  g^randiton  df  AiiiruRtuR.  tnivplling: 
Juden,  in  h\s  way  fruiii  K^pt  to  Armenia,  abstained  from 
offorin^  anysacrifico  Ihero,  expressly  intending:  thereby  to 
shew  his  rontempt  fur  their  rcli^on  ;  an  action  which  Aife 
gustus  himself  is  said  to  have  hi^'lily  approved;*  an  oxlra- 
ordinary  exemplification  of  the  enmity  of  the  hnman  hroi^H 
against  (joil,  being  one  of  a  thousand  instances  to  be  sera  H^l 
aJI  agfx,  of  wonderful  liberality  being  extended  In  all  sorts,  of 
errors  nnd  superstilions,  whilst  the  most  pointed  lualicc 
constantly  exhibited  towards  vital  godliness,  and  the  Tvligi< 
of  the  true  God.f 

Arcbelaus  acted  with  so  mnch  t^Tanny  and  cruelty, 
after  he  had  reigned  alKHit  ten  years,  he  was  Btminionod 
appear  hefure  August  its,  at  Kome,  to  answer  cbargea  hrointi 
against  him,  as  well  by  the  Jen's,  as  by  the  SaraariliUM ;  tmd, 
being  found  guilty,  he  wasdepo6o<l  fruoi  his  princijialiiy.had 
all  his  goods  condemne<l  to  be  conBscated,  and  hioMtf 
banished  to  Vienne,  in  Trance,  situated  on  the  Rhone,^ 

And  now  il  was  that  tlio  great  prophecy  of  Jacobs  ooft* 
rerning  the  i*!e«siali,  was  aecomplished  :  "Thcsrepire  shall 
not  dfpart  from  Jiidab,  nor  a  lawgiver  firum  bL'tutien  hUfrc^ 
until  Sbiloh  corac.**§  And,  accordingly,  Jcaos  being  aom 
twelve  years  old,  his  parents  went  to  Jerusalem  after  the 
cnstom  of  the  feast  uf  the  pujstjver.  And  whrn  Ifaoy  ha4 
fulfilled  the  days,   as  they  relumed*  the  child  Jraus  tarrifl' 

■  Pritl.  ii.  750. 
t  Ex  ffnllft.  Dr.  Lushinglon.  Sir  Jamea  Sctrlett,  Ac.  «r«  nMlf 
liberal  townnlt  Hocininnii  iiwl  Pnplsis,  but  kit  Frarfulljr  blltrraa^ 
Tcnomom  *)[ftlnal  Wt-slpynn  inplhodUts,  and  piouB  tlorgyno  u^ 
it'isftentpra.  Inirulb,  liberality  is  now  a  seerci  coTcr  uid  olnak  Ipc 
itiadiUly. 

J    Prirl.  (1700.     Crerlcr.  I.  8S7. 
S  Own.  xUx.  10.    Kiililrr.    QUI,  30.    Harriv,  07     Disbofi  CU] 
Second  Utter.  SS. 
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behintl  in  Jdnisalcra,  antl  Jfiae^ih  and  hU  molhor  knew  not  of 
it.  But  Ihry,  siippoiiiiij;^  hnn  tu  havi;  bei-n  in  the  coinpaoy, 
went  a  day'x  juurnoTf  and  they  souglit  him  nmon^!  ibeir 
kinsfolk  nnd  acquaintance.  And  whrn  they  found  liiin  nol,^ 
they  tiinMHl  back  a^ain  to  Jerufsaloni,  seeking  him. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  thai  afler  tliree  flai*s,  they  fuund  him 
in  the  l«uiple,  sitting;  in  the  uitdst  of  the  doctors,  both  hear- 
ing th«m,  and  asking  them  questions.  And  all  that  beard 
him  were  astonished  at  his  understanding  and  answers.  And 
wlien  ihcy  saw  liiui,  they  were  ama/ed :  and  his  mother  uid 
unto  him.  Sod,  why  hast  thua  thus  dealt  with  ns  ?  Behold, 
thy  fiilher  and  I  have  souj^ht  thee  aoirowing.  And  he  said 
unto  (hem.  How  Is  it  that  ye  sought  rac  ?  Wi^  yo  not  that  1 
must  be  ftlKiut  my  father's  busino&i.* 

And  thus  also  wasfulfitleil  the  pruphery  of  HaggHi.t  **The 
glury  oi  tiie  lutler  buuse  shall  bo  greater  than  of  tlie  ibnner, 
iiith  Jehovah  of  HostA  ;**  for  the  Saviour  having  nKaincd  the 
■ge  of  twelve  years,  omuuunced  his  mitiislry  by  going  up  to 
JenuaWm,  and  disputing  with  tbc  doctors  in  such  a  manner, 
fu  plainly  ladioaled  his  divine  character  and  mission.! 

And  now  it  was,  therefore,  that  the  whole  form  uf  the 
Jewbthcivil  polity  was  changed;  for  afler  deposing  Archelaiis, 
Auguittw  appoiolcd  Puhbus  Sulpilius  Quiriuius,  (or  Cy-> 
rcninal).  pnrident  of  SyTiu,  and  wi-nl  him  into  the  cost,  to 
take  posdMMon  of  the  territurii-s  u\rr  which  An  helaus  had 
reigutil,  and  reduce  it  into  the  form  of  a  Homon  province; 
and    Coponiaa,  a  Roman    of  the    ninestrian    order,    wa« 

•   Luke,  kt. -41—40. 
t||af.n.0.8wBp.  Kidilvr.  Dr.  GUI.  41.  Rullock.  177.  IUrrlt,480. 
t   Luke,  iL  41— Ml 
4  I.akF.  li.-9.    P.  Sulpicto*  Qvlrlnlis,  who  wii  eoniat  In  thai 
yrsr  of   Rttmv  740.     CrevUf.  t.  fiOS.      1]«  *tt  ■  gretl  rsioarlte  of\ 
Tlbrrius.   who,   on  hU  death,  decrreO  Itin  tbo  hooogr  of  a  pobllo 
foocrtl.  CrcTler,  H  SOO. 
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appointed  to  tbe  goTemment  under  the  title  of  procurator  of 
Jndea,  under  the  president  of  Syria.  And  after  this  tbe 
power  of  life  and  deatfai*  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  tbe 
Jews,  and  placed  wholly  in  the  Roman  procurator :  and  tbe 
taxes  were  thenceforth  paid  immediately  to  the  omperoT  of 
Rome.t 

Amongst  other  alterations  made  by  Quirinius  on  his  arri- 
Tftl  in  Judea,  be  deposed  Jaazar,  the  son  of  Boethus,  from 
being  high  priest,  and  appointed  Annas,  the  son  of  Seth,  to 
succeed  him  in  that  office.^ 

On  tbe  death  of  Angustns,§  the  empire  of  Rome  and  her 
many  provinces  descended  upon  Tiberius,  who  was  tbe  son 
of  the  late  emperor's  wife,  Livia,  by  a  former  husband ;  and 
be  appointed  Valerius  Gratus  to  the  province  of  Judea.|| 

This  procurator  at  first  removed  Annas  from  the  office  of 
bigb^priest,  and  appointed  Ismael,  the  son  of  Fabua,  in  bis 
plactf;  but  the  next  year  be  deposed  Ismad,  and  substttnted 
Eleazar,  tbe  son  of  the  same  Annas.  In  less  than  a  year  be 
removed  Eleazar,  and  appointed  Simon,  the  son  of  Camitb, 
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an  attcmpl  of  Pilato  lu  bring  a  ruircot  of  water  to  JerusaleiDi 
from  a  ilislanco  of  two  IttindfiMl  ftirlun^ 

T\w  Jpws,  not  t>oJng  plraaed  with  Itiitt  iiiidorlakiug, 
aMenihlml  in  grvnl  niultitu«ies,  an<l  shewed  i»ym]iluiiui  of 
Uimnlt;  npon  which  Pilate  ordered  hi«  tnmps  to  mix  Ihem- 
aelvea  with  the  multitude,  and  conceal  daggers  under  iboir 
habits;  ant]  thus  falling  upon  the  unarmed  populace,  a  |;rent 
slanghler  was  made  of  them.* 

In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberiua,  the  wonl  of  God  cam© 
unto  John,  the  stm  of  Zarharias,  in  the  wilderness.  And  h« 
came  iniu  all  ihe  roimlry  alK>at  Jurdan,  fffoaching^  iho 
baptism  of  repentance  for  the  reiniiwion  of  stns,  u  it  ia  writ- 
ten in  the  book  of  the  words  of  Esaias  the  prophet,  saying; 
The  ¥oi«j  of  one  crjinfj  in  tho  wildemeaa,  Prepare  ye  tho 
way  of  the  Lord,  make  his  pallu  Nlraig-ht.  Every  valley  shall 
be  filled,  and  every  mountain  ant]  hill  •Umll  l>e  brought  low, 
and  the  cn>uki.-d  shall  be  made  straight,  and  the  rough  ways 
shall  bo  miulc  smoutJi ;  and  all  Hesh  shall  sec  (bo  s:dvatiou  of 
God.f 

And  Jesus  coming  from  Galilee  to  John,  hy  the  river  Jor- 
dan, to  Uf  liaiitixed  of  him,  John  forbad  him,  saying,  I  have 
ncod  to  be  baptised  of  thee,  and  comest  tbou  to  me  ?  And 
Jems  amwftring  «aid  unto  him.  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now ;  fur 
thus  it  beconeth  us  to  fulfil  all  righlooimeH.  Theo  ho  suf- 
fered him.  And  J<>tHu,  wbi'U  he  was  baptized,  went  up 
BlTdightway  out  of  the  water :  and.  tu,  the  heavens  were 
opened  unt<i  him,  and  be  saw  the  spirit  of  God  doscendiog 
like  a  dove,  and  lighting  u|ion  him:  and,  lo,  a  voice  firom 
heaven,  nying.  This  is  ray  Iwlovcd  Sou,  in  whom  I  am  well 

plctlMHl.^ 

At  the  first  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist, Hrrod-Anlipas, 

•  Jos.  in.  01 .     A.  Clarka  cm  Lake.  xMl.  I. 

+  Luke,  III.  «-«.  J  Matl.  Hi.  14—17, 
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and  (o-morrow,  and   the  third  dnj-  I   shall    be  porfecli 
Neferthelcss,  1  must  walk  to-day,  and  Ut-mnrrow,  and 
day  foHuwiug;  fur  \t  caiiiiut  be  that  a  pruphel  pcri&h  out  of 
Jonisnlcm.      O,   Jernsalpni,  Jerusalem,   which   killesl   tlie^ 
prophets,  and  stunest  them  that  are  8«nl  unto  tbee;   hoi|^| 
often  would  I  have  f!;athered  thy  children  together,  a«  a  hen 
dolh  gTither  her  hrowl  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would   nol ! 
Behold,  yonr  hoose  ib  left  onto  you  desolate ;  and  verily  1  nj 
unto  you,  Ye  shall  not  see  tne,  until  the  time  cornc  when  TO 
fihali  say,  IBIessed  is  be  that  cometb  in  the  name  of  Jehovah.* 

It  is  no  [tart  of  the  nhjert  of  lliis  liixtnrt'  tn  trace  iIk'  ctnum 
of  OUT  blcsied  Lord's  ministry  and  miracles,  which  are  i—tfc 
better  recorded  in  the  New  Testament  ;t  and,  therefi>re!«  we 
bIihU  hasten  to  the  clotiin^  scene  of  his  meritoriuus  life,  bjr 
the  great  transactions  of  Calvar)'. 

Betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  disciples,^  and  arraipicd  beloM 
Ihc  Koman  governor,  the  huly  Joium  wa.s  first  sent  by  him  to 
Herml-AntipaH,  who  wa^  then  at  Jerui»alem,a8  beinga  iiatin 
ofGalih>e;  and  w)>en  llerod  saw  Jesus,  he  was  exc«>«dill^ 
glad,  fur  he  wa«  desirous  to  sec  him  uf  a  long  season,  Imwunp 
he  had  heard  many  thin^  of  him ;  and  he  hoped  to  batv 
seen  some  mirurlu  dune  by  Inui.  Then  lie  questiuuiMl  with 
bini  in  many  worda,  but  lie  au&wered  him  uu(hin|;.  And  the 
chief  prieala  and  itcribcs  stood  and  vehemently  accused  him. 


•  Luke.  xiii.  81— 4A.  A  slmilir  afferlioiuile  rcntoiifttraocv  wA 
iuviUlino  to  this  stiffneckcd  but  y«t  «r«r  hrtd,  antl  to  in  htUmi 
pwpUy  Is  to  bo  round  in  llic  rvnngdictit  prop1i«t— '*  O  that  \hm 
hidnt  henrkntisl  lo  roy  eomaiiD^mcnis  I  then  hsil  thy  pctte«  b««n  ii 
m  Hver,  anil  ttijr  riirhtronincsa  ««  the  wkv»  of  the  ica :  Thy  >m4 
•Ifto  h«il  Imwq  IB  the  sanil.  and  itic  olTsprinf^  of  thy  bowt4i  Ilka  lh> 
grtvot  thprrof ;  hit  aame  should  nut  haro  b»D  cm  off  nor  destr«y«4 
from  before  me."     Is.  xlrlii.  le,  10. 

t  Bee  aUo  Jeremy  Taylor's  Life  oX  Chrlat,  a  scarce  bul  < 
book. 
:  Luke.  uiU  47,  4& 
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And  Horotl,  with  his  men  of  war*  set  him  nt  uouj^lit  and 
mocked  him*  and  arrayed  him  ia  a  gurgeuus  robe>  and  wot 
him  again  to  Filatc* 

Whalever  might  bo  the  othor  crinits  of  this  governor,  or 
whiituver  might  be  his  optuiun  of  the  uvtroordiniuy  character 
he  wu  called  upon  to  judj^e.f  il  is  tlt-ar  he  was  unwilling  to 
Dbnie  his  hands  iu  the  hlood  of  the  Saviour;  for  haWng^ 
together  the  chief  pricstA,  and  the  mien,  ond  the 
jieople,  he  said  unto  them,  Ye  have  brungfat  this  man  unto 
me,  as  one  that  pervertcth  the  petiple;  and,  behold,  I.  hating 
examiocd  him  before  you,  have  found  no  fault  in  tliia  man, 
touching  those  things  whereof  yc  accuse  him;  no,  nor  yot 
Herod;  fur  I  sent  yon  to  him,  and  to,  nothing  worthy  of 
death  iidonc  unto  him.  I  vtill  thcrefure  chastise  him  and 
relcsM  hiin.  And  ihey  cried  out  all  at  once,  saying.  Away 
viih  this  man,  and  release  unto  us  Barabbos ;  Pilate,  there- 
fore, willing  to  release  Jesufi,^  spake  iigatn  to  tlicin.  But  they 
cried,  saying,  Crucify  him,  cmcify  liim.  And  he  t»id  nnio 
them  the  third  time,  M'hy,  what  evil  hath  ho  done?  I  haro 
found  no  cause  of  death  in  him ;  I  will  therefore  chastise  him 
and  let  him  go.  And  they  were  instaat  with  loud  voices, 
re(|utring  thai  ho  might  be  crucifie^l.  And  the  vnlees  of, 
tliem  and  of  tlic  chief  prieats  prevailed.     And  Pilate  gSTfl 

*  Lake,  xxHI-^-ll.  Pltatc  wu  procontor  or  prKposltai  of 
Jndea,  which  wu  uncKMl  to  the  province  uffeij-rla.  Ilecco  he  had 
the  power  of  pDoltblnff  copltally,  which  the  procarntors  Aid  not 
usually  puswsi.    Suet.  Vetp.  4.    Tao.  Ann.  W.  IA.  xW.  SS.  xr-  W. 

t  It  li  or  fTTMit  importanptt  to  h»r  In  mind  ibal,  atthoagh  Ihn 
woric  DOW  rxtsnt  Ity  the  nHnm  of  Acta  Ptlall  U  acknowleiJgeU  to  b« 
apvrioBS,  thare  In  oo  reasonahlr  itroanil  for  doubting  that  tlierv  once 
w«r«  gmaioe  wrlliiiffs  bearing  the  iamc,  or  lulMlaDtiilljr  the  nme, 
Irnporlanl  Irstimony  to  Iho  divine  character,  miraclrs,  and  Innoct-nt 
life  of  the  Sft  vioar.  Sne  the  aobjeci  Ihoroughl  j  examined  la  Ludner'a 
TMtimonie*,  I.  SIO-398. 

2  Sn  Acif,  lit.  13. 


•enmncc  that  it  should  be  aa  they  reqnired.    And  he  rele 
unto  them  hini»  that  fur  setlititm  uni)  murder  was  cuun 
prisou*  wliuiu  ihey  had  desired ;  but  he  deliverod  Jesus  tn 
their  wilL 

And  as  they  led  him  away,  Ihey  laid  hold  upon  one  StmoB, 
a  Cyrcnian,  coming  out  uf  (he  country,  and  on  btin  ibv^Uid 
the  rrnss,  that  he  nii};ht  bejir  it  aAer  Jesus. 

And  there  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people,  and  d{| 
women,  which  aho  bewailed  and  lamented  him.  But  Je 
turning  unto  them,  said.  Daughters  uf  Jenisalciii,  weep  not  far  ] 
me,  but  wi*j)  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children.  Fof;[ 
behold,  tl)c  days  are  coming,  in  tho  which  they  shall  vr,  I 
Blessed  arc  the  l>arrcn,  and  the  wombs  that  never  luiv,  and  1 
the  pajM  which  never  gave  Buck.  Then  shall  ihey  befaili| 
say  to  the  mouululns.  Fall  on  us;  and  fu  the  hills.  Cover  olJ 
FtM"  if  they  do  these  things  is  a  grecD  tree,  vhat  shall  be  «Hi*  | 
in  tho  dry  ?  And  there  were  also  two  other  male&cta 
wilh  him  to  be  put  to  de^tb.  And  wlien  they  wen  i 
tho  place  which  is  called  Calvary,  there  they  crucified  1 
and  the  malo&ctois,  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  oiber^ 
un  the  left. 

Then  said  Jesus,  Father,  forgive  them,  fur  they  know  ml 
what  they  do.  And  they  part^  hu  nimfut,  :uh1  cast  bli. 
And  the  people  stood  beholding.  And  tho  mlers  almwMfc 
them  derided  him,  saving.  He  saved  others;  let  him  att 
himself,  if  he  he  Christ,  the  chosen  of  Gud.  And  ihe  tot* 
diers  n\m  mocked  hiii>,  coming  to  him  and  offering  him  vine- 
gar, and  saving.  If  thou  bo  the  King  of  the  Jews,  save  (hytdC 
And  ft  auperecription  al«o  was  wrilten  over  Inro  in  l(*ttotl«' 
Greek,  nn<!  I.ntin,  and  Hebrew,  THIS  IS  JESUS  THE 
KING  OF  THE  JEWS. 

And  one  of  the  malefactors  which  were  hangrd  ndlcd  on 
him,  saying.  If  thou  lie  Christ,  save  thv'self  and  us.  But  Che 
other  answering,  rebuked  biiD,  saying,  Do«t  out  ihoo 
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ftofl,  sr»rin;j  ihou  art  in  Iho  same  condemnation  ?  Ami  we, 
indeed  jtisti)-;  for  we  rccoivf  Ihc  due  rcwanl  of  our  deeds; 
iMit  Ihig  mnn  hath  rtone  nothing  Miiin.  Aod  lie  said  unto 
Jcmn,  Liinl,  rrmi^nilM^r  nw  vhcu  lliini  cniuest  into  thy  king- 
doin.  And  Jesus  said  unto  liim.  Verily  1  say  untu  ttuxs  to- 
day shnlt  thou  be  with  mc  in  Paradise.  And  it  w;is  altout 
the  sixth  hour,  and  tlierc  w;ls  darkness  over  all  the  carlh 
until  the  ninth  hour.  And  the  nin  was  darkont-d,  and  the 
veil  of  ihe  U'mple  was  rent  in  the  midst. 

And  when  Jesiis  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  said, 
Falbor,  into  thy  baiuU  I  commcDd  oiy  spirit;  and  having 
said  ttms,  he  gave  up  iho  gho^l. 

Now  nhi-n  the  centurion  saw  what  was  done,  he  glorified 
Gud,  saying,  Certainly  this  was  a  righteous  man.  And  all 
llie  (Hioplo  that  came  together  to  that  sight,  bidiolding  the 
thingH  which  were  done,  snioie  their  hrua&ts,  and  returned. 
And  all  his  acquuintajice,  and  the  women  that  followed  hint 
fruin  Galilef,  ttluod  afar  otf  beholdluj;  those  Ibing^.* 

And  bi'hold,  there  wiks  a  man  named  Joseph,  a  counsellor, 
•Dd  ho  was  a  good  man  and  a  juiit ;    (the  saine  had  uol  con- 
WDtud  to  the  couniiel  and  de«d  of  them) ;  he  was  of  Arinialhc^ 
a  L'ily  uf  the  Jew«;  who  ali*o  hiutsdf  waited  for  the  kingdom 
of  God.     This  mnn  went  unto  Pilate,  and  begged  the  body  of  j 
Jaius.     And  be  touk  it  down,  and  wra|>{M;d  it  in  linen,  and 
laid  it  in  a  sepulchre  thai  was  hewn  in  stone,  wherein  dctct  I 
tnan  before  was  laid.      And  that  day  was  tho  preparation,! 
and  the  tiabbalh  drew  on.    And  the  women  also,  which  raiiiai 
with  him  from  Galilee,  followed  after,  and  lH>lie|d  the  kcpid- 
rhre,  and  how  his  body  was  laid.     And  they  returned,  and 
preparetl  spices  and  ointments;  and  rested  the  sabbeiUi  day 
according  to  the  commundmcot.f 

But   the  gnivo  had  no  power  to  retain  the  body  of  aar 


«  Luke,  niti.  13— tP. 
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Divine Rcdecmor;*  and,  thcrcfure,  when  upon  the  6rst  4tf 
of  Ihe  week,  verj*  early  in  tbo  irtoniing',  Ihoy  came  unto  Iht 
se|iiil<'tin%  bringing  tlie  spices  wliicli  ihev  had  pix^punnl,  anil 
certain    others    with    Ihem,    they  found    Ihu    stone    ruU 
away  ftotn  the  ftejmlclire.     And  ihcy  entered  in  aotl  foaid 
not  the  body  of  Ihe  LonI  Jesus-     A  nd  it  raine  to  pass,  fts  tbcy 
were  much  (torplcxed  tliereabout,  behuld,  two  men  Mood  hf 
them  in  shining  gnnncnts;   and  as  they  were  a&ajd,  and 
bowed  duwn  their  faces  to  tlio  earth,  tliey  said  unto  tl^, 
Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead  ?     He  is  not  he 
but  h  risen  ;    reniomber  huw  be  S|Kike  unto  you  whou  he  < 
yet  in  Galileo,  sayin":.  The  Son  of  Man  must  ho  dclirered  tfl 
the  liands  of  stuftil  men,  mid  Ik-  cnK-itied,  and  the  tlihtl  dl 
rise  apiin.     And  they  remembered  his  words,  and  rotor 
from  the  sepulchre,  and  loUl  alt  thpse  things  unto  tbc  cl«ra 
and  tu  all  1  be  rest.     It  was  Mar)- Ma^alene,  and  Jtj 
aud  Mary,  the  uiuther  of  James,  and  other  women  that 
with  them,  who  told  ihe^  thin^»  unto  (he  apostics. 
their  wonls  seemed  to  theiu  as  idlo  talcs,  and  they  bcU«ft4 
ihom  not.     Tlinn  arose  Peter,  and  ran  unto  Ihe  sviiulchiVi 
imd  stoopin{^  down,  he  beheld  the  linen  duthes  laid  by  ihnM 
selves,  aud  depatle<l,  wundcrtn»;  iii  himsi-if  at  that  which  * 
Home  to  paaa.f 

And,  lK>b{dd,  two  of  them  went  that  same  day  to  a  ynXk 
called  Emmaus,  which  was  from  Jerusalem  about  thrMMMV 
furlongs.  And  ihey  talked  li>t,^eiher  t»f  all  ihitsrthin^irhkk 
had  happened.  And  it  came  io  jnus  ilmt,  whili*  iher  caa»- 
niuncd  tDp.>tber  and  reasoned,  Je^ns  himself  drew  ncar»  and 

*  AmongHl  tarious  publicaliont  on  lli«>  rvsiirrcction  or  our  dItllM 
Kavinur,  *pi.-  tlic  cclpbmtcl  worii  «f  Mr.  Glllicrl  \Vc»l,  l.4>a4oak 
I7&V,  Bp.  Slirrlock'f  Trial  of  Ihe  WlLiU'stK'S,  tip.  \VllM>a*s  exe«ll«al 
Note  on  Actt,  i.  40,41,  and  Dp.  Horsl^y'i  Four  Sennom  Dpo«  tfc* 
lano  jafa|jo«t> 

t  Lttkc,  uiT.  1— 1«. 
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vmt  wUh  thcin.  Bui  ihf^ir  eya  were  bolden  tltut  tber  should 
not  know  bim.  Anil  lie  caul  udIu  tlieiii.  What  iiianiier  of 
cum iiiunu-al ions  arc  these  that  yc  have  one  to  anotbur,  as  ye 
walk,  and  an  sad ;  and  the  oiiu  of  theui,  wliofic  name  was 
CleopjU*  answering,  itaid  uniu  him,  Art  thou  only  a  stranger 
in  Jerusalcni,  and  bast  nut  known  Ihu  ihin^  wliicli  liavOj 
come  to  iiasa  there  iu  these  days?  And  lie  suid  uuto  Ibcio^' 
What  things?  And  they  said  unto  him,  Couccrniog  Jesus  of 
Nazurelh,  wliirli  was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed  and  word 
before  Cud  and  all  the  petipU* ;  and  hou*  the  chief  priestn  and 
our  ridiini  drlivcred  bim  lo  tic  cuudenined  to  death,  and  have 
cnirihed  him.  But  we  trusted  that  it  wuuld  hare  het-u  HE 
whii'Ji  should  have  redeemed  Uiael :  beside  all  this,  to-day  is 
the  third  day  bince  these  thin^  were  done.  Vea,  and  cer- 
tain wumunaLao  of  ourconipauy  made  us  aatoui^bed,  which 
were  early  at  the  sepulchre;  and  when  they  found  not  bis 
body,  they  canity  saying  that  they  had  alio  seen  a  virion  of 
an^eU,  which  kaid  that  he  wna  alive.  And  certain  of  tlu'ui 
which  wcm  with  ua  went  to  the  sepulrhn^,  and  fotmd  it  even 
M  as  the  uumen  had  naid ;  but  biui  they  saw  not. 

Then  he  ».itd  untu  them,   0  fouU  and  hIow  of  heart  to ' 
behove  all  that  the  prophets  have  »pokeii !  Ought  not  Christ  to 
have  Mifl(.<rcd  thctte  thiiif^ii,  and  tu  enter  into  hi»  glory !  And 
be{^nnin}(  at  Moses  and  all  the  proplieta,  he  expounded  uuto 
them  in  all  the  »criptures  the  things  conrerning  himself.* 

Ami  ihey  drew  nigh  unto  the  village  whither  they  went : 
and  be  made  aa  though  he  would  have  gone  further.     But 


*  Sre  thli  Intemiini;  occurrence  ■m(tlltied  sod  ndmlnibl)'  illua- 
trated.  SD  u  to  introduce  ind  ip|>ly  ■!!  the  Old  Tealamvnl  prnphrci«S 
retalin^  to  oat  I^rd,  In  sit  uncicat  black  li-lt^r  vnlumo,  penis  mr, 
translated  rroin  ihr  nrrinsii  of  Or.  SyUanus  Urhin,  undt^r  the  litis 
ofEnmavi,  by  W.  Ilillon.  icholiul.  with  a  brief  Invrrnie  to  Ihs 
Christian  reader,  by  John  Foxe,  the  tsartj-rologlst.    Loodon,  IffTB. 
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tbey  constrained  him,  saying.  Abide  with  as :   forh  is  to' 
evening^,   and  the  day  is  far  :>penl.     And  lie  weDt  in  lo 
with  them. 

And  it  came  to  pass  as  he  sat  at  meat  with  them, 
breads  and  blessed  it,  and  brake,  and  gate  it  tu  llietn. 
their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  luiew  him ;  and  he  ▼anobil 
out  of  their  sight.  And  ihey  said  one  to  anolfaer^  Did  not 
OUT  heart  biim  within  as  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  war, 
and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  scriptures?  And  tbey  ttme  up 
the  same  hour,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  foand  the 
doven  gathered  together,  and  them  that  were  with  them, 
nying,  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed,  and  hath  appeared  to 
Simun.  And  Ihey  told  what  things  were  done  in  the 
and  how  he  wan  known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread. 

And  as  they  thus  spake,  Jesus  htmaelfstood  in  the  mitkl 
them,  and  sailh  unio  them.  Peace  be  unto  you.  But 
were  terrified  and  affrighted,  and  suppose<t  that  tbey  bad 
a  xpirit.  And  ho  said  unto  them.  Why  are  ye  troubled  ?  nl 
why  do  thoughts  arise  in  your  hearts  ?  Behold  my  bands  aad 
ray  feet,  that  it  is  I  myself;  Handle  me,  and  see ;  for  a  spirit 
hath  not  Sesb  and  bones,  as  ye  see  me  have.  And  when  hi 
bad  thus  spoken,  he  shewed  ihem  his  hands  attd  his  fe«C 
And  while  they  yet  betieTed  not  for  joy,  and  wondervd,  he 
•aid  unto  them,  Have  ye  here  any  meal?  And  theyg»Tebi« 
a  piece  of  a  broiled  fish,  and  of  an  honey-comb.  And  hi 
took  it,  and  did  eat  before  them.  And  he  said  unto  them. 
These  are  the  words  which  I  spake  unto  jou,  while  I  wms  jvt 
with  )-ou,  that  all  things  must  be  fulfilled  which  were  writtn 
in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  tb«  PMdm 
conreming  me. 

Then  opened  he  their  understanding,  that  Ihey  micbt 
understand  the  scriptures,  and  said  unto  them,  Tbos  it  it 
written,  and  thua  it  beboTcd  Chris!  to  sufTert  and  to  rijo  fioM 
Ihe  dead  the  third  day :  and  that  repentance  and  rcmiaattHi 
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of  sins  shniiTd  be  preached  in  bis  name  amon^  all  nations, 
beginning »tjcni!iti1em.  Amivoarp  wilnesspsnf  thwitMliings. 
Aotl  III?  \vd  ihciii  uiil  as  tar  aa  to  Uethany,  and  he  lifttn]  up 
Ws  hand«,  and  blessed  them.  And  it  camu  to  pass,  while  he 
blessed  thrni,  he  wx^  |Mkrl«Hl  from  them  and  rsrried  up  into 
heaven.  And  they  wor*htpped  him,  and  relumed  lo  Jeru- 
salem with  great  joy:  and  were  conltnually  in  the  temple, 
praiunp  and  blessing  God.     Aroen.* 

Whilst  the  sovereig^n  disposerof  erents  was  thus  proaecutinjf 
hisgraciutis  and  mA^iitticeiit  plaaii,t  fot  i\te  redemption  of  a 
iMt  and  ruined  wurld,  by  iostrumenta  of  low  esteem ;  and 
without  dei^in^,  except  in  some  very  few  instances,  to 
notice  the  f^cat  and  the  noble,  thuse  mighty  ones  uf  the  eartb 
were  e-arryinfr  on  their  mundane  atfaini,  and  practising  their 
political  intri^es,  and  their  fwofligato  habits,  utterly  re* 
^ardless  of  the  proceeding  of  Jehovah.  Yet  they  spoko 
Butiii'iently  loud  to  have  attracted  their  most  serious  atten- 
tion, if,  insteatl  of  being  immened  in  wurldly  pleasures  and 
pursuits,  they  had  been  attentive  to  the  voice  of  prophecy 
lodged  in  Ihcir  hands;  and  if  their  religion,  instead  of  being 
•  \uAy  and  spiritual  prinriple,  bad  not  suak  inlu  a  mere 
national  nod  distinguishing  system. 

Puutius  Pilate,  bnidcs  many  acts  of  cruelty.J  had  con- 
ducted   himself  with    very   little    discretion    towards    the 


•  Luke,  »xiT.  I8-AS. 
t  AnongM  other  prefious  dtapmiUoaa  for  llili  lubllois  cTent.  w« 
Bsy  noticA  («p«elill|r  (faft  fpnarkable  InflutMic*  of  tti«  ov»r-rulliiB 
proviflMtce  or  Oi>d,  in  to  fir  controlling  thv  natunl  Mverlly  of  tho 
emperor  Tit>eriutC*«ar.  in  wl)n%e  reljcn  our  I<f>ril'«|irr«oii«l  niinfslry 
was  lo  be  exercliMl.  that  lievvrn  propoird  to  ibr  ■€■■»!«  lo  rnrol  )ilm 
amoDftt  lh»  lloman  dvilWi :  and  whra  llicy  rrfuaa-d  thrircooeurrraei), 
he  urrerlhclcs*  pcrfll«l«l  In  hi«  optnloo.  and  ordered  lh«l  If  any  ae- 
cused  the  ChrUlisas,  Ihey  ahould  be  punUhvd.  Lirdner's  Test.  L  Mtf. 
}  Ab().  Ulghtoo'a  Wof  lu,  vol.  111.  OW. 
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prejadices  of  the  Jews;  and  it  is  even  saidy  be  conlwipliW 
the  abolishing  of  the  Jewish  laws;  aaad  with  tbal  ofajttl 
ranoved  the  army  firom  Coesarea  to  JemaaleiBs  whk  Ac 
effigies  or  images  on  their  ensigns.  This  bung*  tranaadedii 
the  night,  when  the  people  saw  tbesa  in  the  momiiig,  A9 
became  so  clamoTOus,  that  finally  Pilat«  conaented  to  ttmtm 
then.* 

But  having  afterwards  committed  a  cmd  alanglitert  <V* 
the  Samaritans,  he  was  accused  by  the  senate  <^  that  naliiB 
before  Vitellius,  who  was  then  president  of  Syria ;  and  whtt 
deprived  Pilatte  of  his  goverament,  and  sent  him  to  Kmm  d 
answer  to  Tiberias ;  by  whose  successor  he  waa  amt  as  enfe 
into  Gaal,  where  he  hanged  himself  ;§  and  a-nmilar  daomini 
also  reserred  for  the  traitor,  Jodas  lacariot^f 

Aristobuliis,  who  had  been  so  crueHy  mordei^  fay  lis 
ftther  Herod,1[  had  left  three  children,  tiz. — Agrippa,  Hcfo^ 


•  Joi.  iil.  01— S83.    CreTler,  il.  92.  iii.  93. 

fSfo  Israel,  pail- 
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■fterwarHa  kinij  nf  Chnici*,*  and  Herodias,  Agrfppa  **» 
sent  young  l«  Hume,  where  he-  was  educated:  but  liavinfif 
given  otfencp  to  TilxTiiu,  was  thrown  into  prison.  During 
his  residence  at  Rome,  he  had  formed  an  intimacy  witli  Caius 
Calignia,  and  wlion  that  prince  succeeded  Tiberius  in  the  im- 
perial thrtine,  he  not  only  litwratiil  At^rippa,  but  gare  htm 
two  Ictrarchirii,  vik. — those  of  his  unch;  Philip,  and  of  Lyaa- 
nias,  and  liberty  to  assume  the  titlef  of  l^in^.^ 

Nor  were  Herod-Aulipas,  who  oiig^l  to  hare  protected,  but 
who  had  so  cnirlly  mocked  and  iusullcti  tlie  Suvioiir,  and  ihe 
proflig:tite  HenHlias,  suffi-'rcd  to  escape  Ihe  dtvine  vpngi»knce.§ 

Of  the  former  we  \wux  nolhin;;  more  in  the  New  Ttf6tamenl ; 
but  w«  learn  from  other  authorities  that  he  built  the  city  of 
Tiberias,  in  Galilee,  and  Julias,  in  Furea  beyond  Jordan. || 

When  his  nephew  Agrippa  returned  from  Kome  wiih  the 
thle  of  king^,  and  invested  with  the  two  tetrarchies  of  Philip 
and  Lysaniu,  Herodias  ur^d  him  to  take  a  voyage  to  Rom«, 


*  lie  vai  the  Triend  of  Claudius  C««ar,  rrom  whom  lio  oliuiard 
the  priTn«|[«  or  Rominalln;  snd  d«|>osinf  Ihe  high  priett,  and  the 
luperiDtcodcncjr  uf  the  teBple  orJcruulcm,  although  he  wm  not 
the  X\og  of  Jnilea.* 

t  But  not  Iho  rrffitl  power  of  life  ind  d«&th,  which  the  em- 
peror itlll  kept  In  bit  own  handt. — Bii  SI.  Bvsldei  mknjr  other 
iDBrki  of  fRVoor,  In  cxchuife  for  hli  Iroa  feuen,  CAlljruU  ghfti  him 
K  goldru  chain,  whicb.  on  bis  return  lo  Jeruulna.  Agrippa  hung  up 
in  the  temple,  tt  the  aatiie  time  offeriog  up  Mcrlfloe*  of  tliaiikiglvlngs  i 
to  Ood'  He  bowevermixed  with  bii  observance  of  Jewish  ritt.-sniBoy 
pagaji  superslliloni.  which  frequently  exposed  hini  to  the  luspicitins 
Ud  rsproacbes  of  the  more  eoQMieaUoni  iewf.  Crsvier,  lU.flS; 
1M.«0I. 

tB«ja.9a     Crevler.  lii.  81.    Jot- Itl.  60.    Sm  p.  4f)a     Re  «u 

called  Herod-Agrlppa.    A.CIirka  on  MatL  t|.  1.    Watson  sub  voe« 

A(rip|ia.    Jos-  Hi.  lAO.  wber*  see  s  curious  note  by  Wbislon. 

\  A.  Clarke  on  Mau.  li.  1.  and  WitMn'sTbeo,  Die. 

I  Jos.  iU.  Ml. 

•  Bu.ir. 
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toairtain  from  Calig:tila  asitnilar  honour  and  authoritf*  Dal 
whether  Ap-ippa  suspected  liis  nnclc  intended  ti»  makje  any 
TepKsnitutionB  injarioos  to  hitn,  or  vras  ambittoua  to 
obtain  his  telrarchy  alto,  ho  sent  Fortunatus  to  mccoM 
him  lu  the  emperor  of  a  conspiracy  wilh  Sejanu»,  aut]  Anto* 
baniis,  king  of  Paithia.  And  Antipus,  not  being  able  to 
dofetui  himself  nj^i list  the  charge,  or  to  repel  the  infcrencOT 
drawu  from  soom^  part  of  his  conduct,  watt  banished  to  L.roai» 
in  France,  to^tbcr  nith  Herodiaa,  from  whence  tbi?y  becli 
Klireil  iiiin  SjMin  and  ilii'd  in  exile  ;*  and  upon  that  oceanoBf 
Caligula  ^vc  Af^ppa  his  uncle's  tetiarchy  of  UaliJce.t 

Toward.1  the  conchision  of  the  reign  of  Tiberias,  all  lh« 
Jews  were  Umi^htMl  from  Rome,  un  :icrount  of  itmr  of  thani 
having  attempted  tu  convert  Ftilvin,  a  Human  lady  of  n^ 
and  wealth,  to  their  faith ;  and  it  was  tm{»iitrd  to  llicni  fhtl 
their  real  object  was  to  possess  themselves  iif  her  monef* 
Four  thousand  were  «enl  to  Sarditua  tn  keep  the  baxiililti  of 
that  iifland  in  charge,  ami  roo^t  probably  perished  tboMbf 
the  sword,  or  by  the  climate.^ 

DurinfT  the  reig^n  of  Cali^^ula,  the  Jews  had  a  very  naatm 
escape  from  eslcrminadoii,  (tir<>u;;hout  the  extent  of  Ai 
Roman  empire.  The  danj^cr  originated  in  thu  intpiaai 
idolatry  of  the  Romans,  and  the  impiety  of  the  emperor  lua- 
self.  nut,  huwi'ver,  peculiar  lu  him,  bad  as  he  was,  in  aUfl«U| 
statues  to  be  erccteil  niul  divine  honours  to  be  pnid  to 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  in  Tariuiis  provinces  were  bit 
inimical  against  this  nation  on  various  accounts,  and 
recourse  to  the  same  expedient  as  the  Habvlouian  coartlMsl 
the  diiys  of  Daniel,  viz.— to  find  an  occasion  against 
conceming^  the  law  of  their  Gim1.§  And  themfurv,  avaUinf 
themselves  of  the  impiety  and  vanity  of  Caligula^   by  eet^ 


•  Bfts.  I  ^. 
tCrcvler,  11.  lU. 
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i  the  difrnrrnt  citi«*s  where  the  Jews  rostdeH, 
kttrno  claimrtl  merit  fur  tliuir  uwn  rrspcrt  and 
atlncbmont  1o  (he  ereperor»  and  drew  down  his  resentment 
HS-ainst  llie  pcmr  Jowm,  fur  nut  uniting  with  thi'ra  in  wurshtp- 
pin^  his  statuM.  To  their  praise  it  is  recorded  ihryinvaruibly 
refuiiod  to  do  su,  and  God  in  mercy  appeared  for  llielr  deli- 
verance, by  diverting  the  t>'rant**  wratb  and  madness. 

The  conspiracy  be^au  at  Alexandria ;  but  the  chief  danger 
was  :it  Jerusnletn  ilself.  when*  Calij^ula  hm]  ordered  a  sialue 
of  Jupiter  to  be  ad  up  in  the  sanctuary  itself,  and  commanded 
PetroniDs,  the  goTcmor  of  Syria,  to  enforce  obedience.  To 
avert  ibiK  impious  desecration  nf  their  holv  place,  the  eotife 
poptilaritm  of  Jerutuleni,  and  the  nel^hbouriaf^  towna  and 
cities,  men,  women,  and  childnrn,  lo  the  amount  of  many 
IhouRands,  rcpairrd  to  the  Roman  (;t!neml  at  Pluleinals  and 
fril  prostrate  before  him;  and  on  his  ordering'  them  to  ri9», 
stood  up,  tlteir  hands  behind  their  hacks,  their  beads  covered 
with  diut,  and  tears  Btrcaining  down  their  eyes,  when  one  oC 
IhcireMen  addressed  him  thus:  **Wc  are  noanned,  as  7<i«,| 
Bee ;  without  cniwe  are  we  accvaed  of  btrin«r  rebellious,  even 
onr  hands  «c  hold  in  Rueh  a  postare  as  shews  we  yield  up 
oarsHve«  wiibont  mistaiice;  we  have  brought  our  wives  anA 
children  too,  that  yon  may  save  uh  all,  or,  if  we  nn»l  pcrisbt  i 
that  we  may  perish  alto^her.  Petrontus,  we  are  paclAtf' 
from  inclination  ;  and  our  relipon  brealhea  only  pence. 
When  Caius  becanio  emperor,  wc  were  the  lint  in  S>Tia  thai 
pive  him  joy  on  bis  hap]>y  ncr(*i|on :  onr  temple  was  the  fir 
in  which  saerificea  were  offered  np  for  his  proaperity;  And 
■ball  it  be  the  first  whoae  rvHpona  ritaa  an  abolished  ?  Wo 
abandon  our  towns,  our  booaea,  und  our  poaaeariona ;  we  ara 
ready  tu  lay  at  your  feet  all  that  we  have ;  nor  ahall  we  think 
il  too  great  a  price  to  preserve  tl»e  purity  of  oar  worship.  Or, 
ifwe  cannot  obtain  what  wo  now  bt^^,  all  thai  renuios  forua 
is  to  die,  to  avoid  scxiiDg  a  mia&irtaoe  wo  dread  more  than 
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desth.  We  are  told,  troops  of  home  and  foot  are  marcliing 
againal  us,  if  wu  uppnae  the  cunsecralion  of  the  statue. 
skvM  cauni't  be  niaJ  enonjjli  lo  uppose  llieir  mo«lec'»  wiU. 
Wc  offer  Old-  breasts  to  your  swords :  let  us  be  killed,  lei  us  be 
sacrificed,  Ul  us  he  cul  to  pieces;  we  will  bear  it  witboat^ 
resistance,  wilhonl  u|H^ning  our  mouths  to  complain.  ^H 

We  ask  hut  one  favour,  Potronius,  and  that  a  vervjurt  ooa. 
We  do  not  pretend  you  shuuld  refuse  to  obey  the  ordera  yoo 
hare  received,     Grant  us  only  a  delay  sufficient  for  tis  to  send 
the  emperor  a  deputation,  with  onr  most  humble  remon- 
strances.     Our  case  is  so  good,  our  credit  so  p"eat,  we  do  out 
fear  of  moving  him.     When  we  shall  have  reprusented  Cu  bi« 
the  holiness  of  our  rcH^on,  our  zeal  for  the  tradiliunaofon 
forefithers,  and  our  Just  confidence  in  him  that  ho  will  not  MS 
us  worse  than  other  nations,  who  are  pemiiited  tu  ofasem 
their  own  customs:    in  short,  the  example  of  Caius'a  own 
ancestors,  who  haTc  maintained  us  in  the  possession  of  o«r 
privileges;  aonie  one  of  these  motivra  will  make  an  impte^ 
sion  on  bim,  and  induce  him  1u  alter  his  mind.     The  wilh 
of  princes  are  nut  irrevocable,  and  those,  espcciaUy,  thai  m 
hastily  dictated  by  anger,  arc  liable  to  as  3tud<len  ctwuigciL 
We  have  been  traduced  and  misreprvsenled ;   suffer  us  (• 
defend  ounielvud  ;    it  is  very  bard  (o  be  cundcmued  wIUkmI 
being  heard.     If  we  obtain  no  favour,  you  will  atill  be  at 
liberty  to  do  whatever  you  may  think  proper.     But  until  «« 
faavo  presented  our  supplimtiuna  to  the  emperor,  do  not  cnl  of 
tbelast  hopes  of  a  aAiion  spread  over  all  parts  of  the  habttahk 
ghbt,  and  whose  motive  in  Ibis  is  piety,  not  interest.*' 
Upon  that  officer  aaking  them  whether  they  would 
make  war  wilh  Ctesar,  tliey  replied  they  would  not  make 
but  would  rather  die  than  transi^rcss  their  laws. 

Penetrated  wjtli  this  extraordinary  spectacle, and  respoctiuf 


•  Crflriw,  111.  Ot^-M. 


THE  TETRARCUJkTE. 


501 


the   rorarientious  feeling  of  iltc  immonse  niuUilutle  befim^j 
him,   Pcfroniiu  fttupeiidotl  the  cxrrutiffn  of  his  unk-rs, 
Ihiit  at  the  h:iz:ird  uf  his  uwii  lift',  till  ho  retc>iv«l  fresh  tn- 
struclions  froai  the  emperur,  in    whom  he   dispalctied  an^ 
account  of  the  prareeilitigs  of  the  Jcbb,  as  faToural>Io  aa  he 
duTHt  repreKenl  theia. 

Pnivi(ti'iiliullv>  Horud-Agrippa  was  then  at  Rome,  an4 
whan  he  waite<l  upon  Calig^tila,  without  kjiowing  what  had 
happeim)  at  Jcnisalcra,  the  tyrant  thu$  uildressetl  him  ;  "  Vonr 
fine  cuutitn  uirti,  said  he  to  him,  who,  of  all  the  |H!apti?!  in  ih* 
imivcne,  rcCiise  divinity  to  Catus,  are  seekitim'^  dpHth,  nnd 
they  shall  And  it.     I  have  ofdered  a  statue  of  Jupiter  to  be 
erected  in  their  temple  ;  and  they  have  seditiotistv  rose,  and 
deserting:  the  cniintry,  are  coming  all  tegethcr  here  to  pre-  i 
sent  a   pretendeil   petition:    this   is  rebelling'   againjit   myi 
commands.**     Agrippa  heanl  no  more,  but,  as  if  struck  wit]||| 
thunder,  thfl  king  of  tlie  Jrwn  drop|)e<l  down  in  a  fit,  and  i 
carried  homo  apnaolefH,  and  almost  without  life.     Thongll ' 
ambitious,  and  given  to  show  and  ploasurff,  yet  he  had  • 
sincere  respect  and  veneration  fur  his  religion.     Love  of  hia 
country  touclKxl  him  too ;  and  when  his  aenses  returned,  the 
first  UBo  ho  made  of  them  wa»  to  write  tu  CaiuK,  and  twt;  he 
would  be  mcrrifid  to  that  unlnppy  people.    In  the  conrltiding 
parapiiph  of  his  letter  he  ihna  addresses  him  :  "  To  you,  wyi  I 
he,  I  owe  my  liberty,  my  life,  my  kingdom;  takt  them  a/TJ 
from  me,  ralher  than  infringe  our  holy  law*.     If  I  cannot} 
obtain  this  favour,  1  muitt   surely  somehow    have  inrurTe4| 
your  disf^Mtaiire;  if  thut  be  the  nuee,  take  my  life :  for  how 
can  I  value  it  when  di-prived  uf  your  favtmr,   whirh  aloittt 
renders  it  sweet  aod  pleaeing  to  me."* 

For  the  ntouenl,  Agrippa  succeeded,  but  from  a  curiooti 


•  Crevler.  it\.  Ot.  M.     ThW  iceount  Is  (■hen  from  Phflo,  which 
Crmrlcr  prefers  to  that  vliich  Is  f  Ivcn  tfy  Jotephoa. 
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interview  whicli  uflerwnnU  tuuk  place  between  Caligula,  uid 
Philo  of  Alt^Xiindrift,  nnd  other  ambassadors  frum  the  Jews 
in  that  city,  aiul  which  is  worth  reading,  it  seems  prcttr  dear 
that  the  tyrant  would  have  eventually  enforced  bia  purpose  at 
alt  risk  of  hnmun  lift-,  if  God  biid  not  seen  fit,  in  infinite 
mercy  to  his  persecuted  people,  to  dcpriTu  Caligula  of  his  ova 
life." 

When  Claudius  ascended  the  imperial  throne,  oo  the 
aisassinalion  of  Calif^la,  he  not  only  confirmed  Agrippa  m 
his  authority,  but  made  an  addillou  to  it  of  all  JudsK  ami 
Samaria,  as  betd  by  his  grandfather,  Herod  the  Great:  mi 
also  Abtlaf  uf  Lysanias,  as  out  of  his  proper  dominiona.^ 

It  might  have  t)een  expected  tliat  the  persecution,  frus 

*  Crevier,  iii.  90 — 10).  "  t*  tvfinitt  nercji  ta  kii ptrM»cuted  f^»ptri'* 
for  may  we  not  readily  imiginc  thai  it  was  cbieBy  oo  ihii  aoeoMt 
that  the  tyrant  was  eul  oflT?— We  retnember  to  have  sonte-«rhrr«  frii 
a  remark  of  Fr -drrlek  thv  Gr«at.  who.  InfldH  as  hr  waa,  coalil  tay, 
■«  marnQTik  ovtr  mtddUil  leUh  tht  Jew  mitAomf  burning  kit  ^mgtr^ 
It  ts  true  llmt  CaliRuta  had  committed  crines  roough  to  call  da«m 
the  f  engeatictt  of  hi-aven,  but  Ood  has  nothings  to  do  with  the  »o<l^ 
excvpt  for  the  aako  of  hii  church  ;  and  thus  It  Is  thai  w«  mc  nimat 
go  unpunished  for  agrK.  unless  the  intrmts  of  hU  ntota  requira  kto 
efpccial  Inlfrfprrncp,  ihe  Reer«l  of  which  is  thai  the  wieli»4  •«• 
gii«D  up  to  their  o«u  hearts' lusts ;  in  other  word*.  '*  Nay,  M 
whllv  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  jv  rout  up  also  the  wbaat  with  tbf^** 
Mfttt.  xlll.  20. 

t  "Here  St.  Luke  is  In  gome  measarrconflnned.  where  helafNWl 
as  (chap.  111.  I.)  that  Lysantas  was  Nomn  time  twfore  trlrarch  of 
Abilene,  whose  capital  was  Ahila ;  ai  he  It  further  confirmed  If 
Ptolemy,  the  great  geographer,  which  Spaohelm  lier«  ol>M>fT«, 
wh«a  be  calls  that  city  Abila  of  Lysanlas,  Sre  the  oota  oa  & 
xvti.  eh.  xl.  sect.  4.  vol.  ti.  ami  Pritl.  at  the  yean  36  and  ti.  I  nUva 
this  prloclpaliiy  to  have  bclouged  to  the  land  of  Canaan  origtMBf, 
to  have  been  the  burying  place  of  Abt-I,  and  Tefi-rrc4  to  as  iMlk 
Matt,  xiili.  SV  t.ukr-,  Xl.  *l.  Sea  Authaol.  Rec.partU.  p.f 
Whlitoii'B  Jo».  liL  lifl; 

;  Jos.  Iii.  lis. 
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ivhich  Agn'ppa  ftnd  the  whole  Jewisb  nation  had  themselves 
■o  lately  i-»raped,  might  have  luduccd  thciii  to  abutuia  from 
vioklitig  the  consciences  of  their  brethren,  who  hiid  avowed 
their  belief  in  tlie  true  and  only  Meimiuh;  but  nut  su,*  ftff 
thia  ftaiiic  A}^rip|>u,  with  his  utditiuual  authority,  became 
himself  a  peraecutorj  being  the  prince  of  whom  St.  Luke 
says,  Now,  about  that  time,  llcrod  the  king^  stretched  forth 
his  hands  to  rex  certain  of  the  church.  Aud  he  killed  J&ine^ 
the  brother  of  John,  with  the  sword.  Aud  because  he  saw  it 
pleased  the  Jews,  he  proceeded  further  to  take  Peter  also. 
Then  were  the  days  of  unleavened  bread;  and  when  be  bad 
apprehended  him,  ho  put  him  in  prison,  anfl  di>liv<'rvd  him  to 
finir  quateniions  of  suUltcn  to  keep  hini^  intending  after 
Easter  to  bring  him  forth  to  the  people.  Peter,  Ihcrefure, 
was  kept  in  fHi&on ;  but  prayer  wax  made  without  ceasing  of 
the  church  unto  Gud  fur  him. 

And  when  Herod  would  have  broug^ht  him  forth,  the  samoj 
ntj^ht  Peler  was  sleeping  between  two  soldiers,  bound  with 
twu  chains  ;  and  the  keepers  before  the  door  k<*pt  the  prison. 
And  behold  thean<^l  of  Jehovah  came  upon  him.  and  u  ligbfcJ 
ahiucd  in  the  prison;  and  he  smote  Peter  on  the  side,  andf 
raised  him  up,  saying;  Arise  up  quickly,  and  bia  chains  fe1l| 
firofn  uff  his  hamis.    And  th^  angel  said  unto  him.  Gird  thy> 

*  And  the  Mine  ■nimoiilr  aifftttiil  kII  who  brlicTe  Id  Jens  coo- 
tlauc*  to  this  day ;  for  if  trsTrllcri  and  liUlorlant  are  to  tie  twllevrd, 
la  Mahometan  and  popish  cuuntrln.  itheirlhrmteltei  are  bat  barely 
Uticraled,  the  Jcwi  are ■! wayi amongsl  Ihe Unl  to  promulr  and  cxcila 
a  persMUtlon  of  the  Chriatians-  And  to  any  of  ihrir  awn  racr,  who 
becomr  Chrltttaoi,  ihe  nnit  opprobriou*  cpUbeti.  auch  ai  Ma* 
•hfloirt,  Ac.  aad  all  manner  of  refhing  und  HI  Irrelmetit,  ant  ooa> 
alantly  appllrd.  The  divine  Ha«I<mr  himieir  It  naTrr  apokea  of  by 
thrm  bat  BJ  theTolu,  or  Ihe  hapfcrd  one 

t  He  was  to  called  to  distinguish  hlni  from  hl«  uncle,  Hrrod  th« 

Tclrsfcb,  and  hia  jiroprf  name  au  Ilciud'.^xrlppa.* 

•  Boi.  IS. 
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aelf, and  biud  on  tliy  ssntlaU ;  and  so  he  ciid.  And  he  <aiA 
uutu  him.  Cast  thy  garment  about  ihce,  mid  fuUuw-  nie.  Ami 
be  went  out  and  followed  Iiiui,  and  wist  nnt  llml  it  was  mr 
wliicli  was  doni^  by  the  an^nl,  but  tbou>;hl  hi.>  sa«r  a 
Wbou  they  wore  past  the  first  and  the  M!u>uiJ  ward,  thej 
imlo  lUe  LTua  gate  that  leadetli  unto  the  city,  wbicb 
lu  tbem  of  'na  own  accord,  and  tlu'V  went  uul.  iiutl  psuued* 
through  uue  street;  and  forthwith  ihci  augol  (Wpaf tfd  fit* 
bim. 

A  ad  when  Peter  was  come  to  him&olf,  he  said,  Now  I  lun* 
of  u  surety  that  Jchuvab  hath  scut  ltit>  ang«),  and  haih  ikti- 
vered  me  out  of  the  hand  uf  Ilerod,  and  froiiv  all  tb«  expio* 
taliuD  of  tbo  Jens.  And  when  be  Uiui  comiidensd  iha 
he  came  to  the  house  of  Aiazy,  ihe  mother  of  John,  m 
surname  was  Mark ;  where  many  were  gatbi:rcd  t 
praying.  And  a&  Peter  ktiucked  at  the  door  of  the 
daroiicl  caaic  to  hearken,  named  Khuda.  Aud  when  &bc  kw* 
Peter'8  voice,  she  opened  not  the  gate  for  gladDcss,  but  no  is 
and  told  how  Peter  stood  before  Ibe  gate.  Aod  Iboy  swd 
unto  her,  Thou  art  raad.  liut  she  coturiuutJy  affirmed  that  n 
was  even  su.  Then  wid  tbey,  It  is  his  angel.  But  PeU!rcafr> 
tinued  knocking;  and  when  tboy  bait  opeuud  Ibc  dtMr  ai 
saw  hitn,  thi-y  were  astonished.  But  he,  bcckuniog  a^ 
them  with  the  liand  lo  bold  their  pcao',  declared  uuto  lbs 
how  Jehovah  had  brought  him  out  of  prison.  And  he  «i 
Go  shew  the«u  things  untu  James,  and  lo  llie  brethrao.  Aa' 
be  departed,  and  went  into  another  place. 

Now,  olh  soon  as  it  was  day,  there  was  no  smnll  stir  aawf 
the  soldiers,  what  wyg  become  of  Peter-  Aud  whc-n  ||*»J 
had  sought  fur  him,  and  foum)  htm  not,  he  exauitncd  the 
keepers,  and  coannaitd<'<l  that  lbi<>  should  hi*  |Mit  to  drolL 
And  he  went  down  fmiii  Judea  to  Cii-saren.  and  tberv  abodr. 

And  Herod  was  highly  displrased  with  them  of  Tyiw  vd 
SIdon;  but  they  came  with  ooe  accord  to  buu,  aad  iMTiflf 
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made  Bhutus,  th«  king-*s  chamberlain,  tlieir  frieiwU  desimlj 
peace,  because  their  couutry  was  nourishc<l  by  i\tc  king** 
country. 

And  upon  a  set  day  Hemd,  nirayed  in  royal  apparel,  sat 
upon  hia  ibrone,  and  made  an  oration  unto  tlieni.  And  tlie 
people  gave  a  «boul,  saying.  It  Is  the  voice  ofa  f^,  and  not 
uf  a  man.  And  immeil lately  the  angel  of  Jehuvub  smute  him, 
because  be  f;avc  not  <iod  the  fi^ivTy;  and  he  was  eaten  uf 
wonns,  and  gave  up  ibe  ghost.* 

When  he  died,  ho  left  a  son  named  Agrippa,  who  is  known 
as  Agrippa  ILf  and  wliu  wan  unly  iicventeeu  years  old  wfaeu 
his  father  died.  Claudius  wuidd  huvc  Ix-slowcd  upnn  him  alt  < 
hifl  father's  dominions,  but  was  dissuaded  by  his  cuurliers  from 
intrusting  so  young  a  man  with  such  an  important  JuritKiic- 
tton ;  wliercnpftn  Claniliu^  npiKiintMl  OiHpius  FaduB  procu- 
rator of  Judca.^ 

Od  the  death,  Ijowevor,  of  hit*  uncle,  the  lung  of  Cholcis, 
the  emperor  gave  him  his  territories,  and  with  them  iun  autho- 
rity over  the  temple.^ 

Afterwards,  during  the  procuralonihip  of  Felix,  Claudius  i 
look  firom  Agrippa  the  kingdom  of  Cluilcis,  and  gave  him  tlie  - 
tetrarchy  of  Philip  and    l).ilare«,  with  tboHC  of  Trachomti* 
and  Abil:i.l1 

Our  Saviour  had  distinctly  foretold  the  dostrwlion  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  the  entire  overthrow  of  the  whole  Jewish  polity  ;^ 
and  irrespective  uftliat  divine  pn^scicnre  which  was  inlH^mit: 
in  bis  natun*,  lilt!  cirnimstanccnof  Ji<wiiih  a^in»,in  runni'xiuni 
with  Rohie,  were  xuch  as  nuturally  1u  point  to  ftome  writHH 
convulnon.    On  the  one  hand,  the  magnificent  but  rumbroim 


*  Aeu,  xii.  1— M.  Crevlcr.  tU-  flPB.  Bm.  91 .  Joi.  Ul.  lAO^lM. 

f  See  peaigroe,  p.  460.  t  Bos.  21.    Jo*,  ill.  IM^ 

^  Jot.  ill.  lOB.  N  Jos.  111.  ITS. 

n  Matt-  xxiil.  S»— 90.  xxW.  9. 
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edifice  of  the  Roman  empire  was  fast  tottering  towards  its  fiJI, 
and  the  seeds  of  its  own  dissolution  were  but  too  manifest  to 
the  reflecting  mind ;  and  on  the  other,  the  semi-regal  and 
very  extensive  authority  which  was  iDtnisted  to  AgrippA^  ai 
the  same  time  keeping  Roman  governors  as  his  superiors, 
who  retained  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  were  the  actual 
sovereigns  of  the  country,  was  calculated  to  excite  jealousy  and 
dissention,  and  absolutely  involved  an  imperium  in  imperio. 
Many  disturbances  had  already  arisen  bom  this  state  of 
things,  80  that  even  during  our  Saviour's  sojourning  on  earth, 
and  before  the  history  of  the  New  Testament  closes,  many 
seditions  and  tumults  had  taken  place.  Some  on  accoont  of 
insults  offered  by  the  pagans  to  the  religion  of  Jdiovah, 
about  which  many  of  the  Jews  were  extremely  jetiam, 
although  they  had  lost  sight  of  its  spirituality;*  the  apostle 
Paul  bc-ariug  iheui  recnrd  thai  they  had  a  zeal  of  GoO,  Ihougb 
not  according  to  knowledge  ;t  ami  otliers  in  respect  of  ok' 
lendtnl  Mci^iahfi,^  besides  those  v^hicb  relate*!  cxclitsively  t* 
olitical  mnttcTS,^ 
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the  fiat  of  Ji>bovab  had  gone  forth,  ud  the  irresistible  lesTcn 
was  powerfully  ;il  work. 

During  the  reign  of  Claudius,  the  Galilean  Jews,  who  were 
oUiged  tu  pass  through  Samaria  in  urdor  tu  ^u  tu  worship  at 
the  temple  in  Jerusalem,  had  been  ill  treated  by  tlitiir  old 
en«fnios,  who  were  protprted  by  the  inlendani  of  Judea,  Ven» 
lidiuB  Cuinanus;  but  upuii  appealing  tu  Rume,  through  the 
influence  of  Agrippa,  they  obluoed  rrlief,  and  three  of  the 
Samaritan  chiefe  wore  condemned  to  death,  and  Cumanus 
banished.  And  soon  after  this,  all  the  Jews  wero  banished 
from  Rouie,  including  do  doubt  the  Christians;  for  Suetonius 
says,  tbey  were  tumultuous,  being'  urged  on  by  CbresL* 

As  the  pagans  had  not  asyel  any  distiuctWe  norion  bctwocB ) 
the  Jews  who  were,  and  were  not  converted  to  Chriatianily,  it 
J6  probable  tliat  it  was'  the  Christians  chiefly  who  werti  the 
subjects  of  this  pcrwcution. 

CItndius  h«d  been  succeeded  in  the  empire  by  ii>e  exe- 
crable Nero,  who  gave  to  Agrippa,  in  addition  to  his  former 
torritorios,  Ahlla,  Julias  in  F^crsea,  Tarichrea,  and  Tiberias  i>f  | 
Galilee,   with   their   respoctivi>    telrarchJeB,    but   continued 
Felix  in  ihe  procuralor^hip  uf  Judca.t 

Fortius  Pealus  having  succeeded  Felix  in  Ihe  procurator- 
ship,  St.  Paul  was  broa^hl  at  Cse«area  before  htiu  and 
Agrippa,  with  his  aister  Ikniice,  and  thus  aildressod  them ; 
*'  I  think  myself  happy,  kin^  AgTi|^i«.  I>emus>>  I  shall  answer 
lor  mj-self  this  day  beforo  tbce,  touching  all  the  tilings' 
whereof  I  am  accused  uf  iho  Jews;  npocUlly,  because  1 
know  thee  to  be  oxperl  iu  all  ruslunis  and  cpi«8tJoiiii  which 
are  among  the  Jews;  wherefore,  I  beseech  thee  to  hear  mo 
patiently.  My  ntaoncr  uf  life  from  my  youth,  which  wax  at 
Ibc  fiist  among  mine  own  naliun  at  Jerusalem,  know  all  th^j 
Jews,  which  know  me  from  the  lieginning,   if  they  would 


*  Cmlsr*  lU.  MO. 
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testify,  that  after  the  most  straitest  sect  of  our  religion,  I 
lived  a  Pharisee.  And  now  1  stand  and  am  judged  fca  the 
hope  of  the  promiae  made  of  God  unto  oar  fathers :  unto 
which  promise  our  twelve  tribesj  instancy  serving  God  day 
and  night,  hope  to  come.  For  which  hope's  sake,  king 
Agrippa,  I  am  accused  of  the  Jews.  Why  should  it  be 
thought  a  thing  incredible  with  you,  that  God  should  raise 
the  dead  ?  I  verily  thought  with  myself,  that  I  ought  to  do 
numythingscontrarylo  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whicb 
thing  1  also  did  in  Jerusalem :  and  many  of  the  saints  did  I 
shut  up  in  prison,  having  received  authority  from  Uie  chief 
priests;  and  when  they  were  put  to  death,  I  gave  my  vmce 
against  them.  And  I  punbhed  them  ofl  in  every  synagogue, 
and  oMnpeUed  them  to  bla^heme;  and  being  exceedingly 
mad  against  them,  I  p^secnted  them  even  unto  strange  cities. 
Whereupon,  as  1  went  to  Damascus,  with  authority  and  com- 
mission  from  the  chief  priests,  at  mid-day,  O  king,  I  saw  in 
the  way  a  light  from  heaven,  above  the  brightness  of  the  sub. 
shining  round  about  me  and  them  which  journeyed  with  me. 
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from  tho  Gentilns,  unto  whom  now  I  scat!  thee,  to  open  their 
eyes,  aiid  to  turn  thorn  from  ilarluiess  to  liglil*  and  from  tho 
ponerof  «itan  unto  Gdi),  tliHl  they  niay  receive  fui^veo 
ofsinSf  and  iulierilaucc  anioug  tliein  wbictt  are  sanctified  1 
faith  tliat  iH  in  me.  WbereupoD,  O  king  A^i^ppa,  I  wis  not 
disobedient  unto  the  heavenly  vision;  bur  shew  ml  first  untu 
theni  of  Damascus,  and  at  Jerusalem,  and  throughout  all  tho 
coasts  of  Judea,  and  then  to  ibe  Geutilf«>  that  tbejr  i 
repent  and  lum  (o  God,  and  do  works  meet  for  repentoacea^ 
For  these  caiues  tho  Jews  caught  me  in  the  tt<niple,  and  went 
abotil  lu  kill  me.  Having  theref(*r<^  obtained  help  of  God, 
continue  unto  tliia  day,  witnessing  both  tu  tiuinll  andgreat,^ 
Skying  none  other  things  than  those  which  the  prophets 
and  Moses  did  say  should  come :  that  Chrisi  should  suffer, 
and  thai  he  should  be  the  fir&l  thai  shuuld  ri^c  from  the 
dead,  and  shouUI  sliew  light  unto  the  people,  and  to  (he 
Gentiles. 

And  as  hn  thus  spake  for  himself,  Festus  said  with  a  loud 
voice,  PauI,  iIkhi  art  beside  tliyself;  much  learning  doth 
make  ihcv  mad.  But  ho  said,  I  am  nut  mad,  most  nohle 
Festus ;  but  speak  forth  the  words  of  truth  ami  svbenicv. 
For  ilip  kin^  knoweUi  of  these  things,  before  wbom  aiso  1 
s|»rak  freely  :  fi»r  1  am  penuadetl  thai  none  of  these  things 
are  hidden  from  him ;  for  this  thing  was  not  dune  in  a  corner. 
King  Agrippa,  betlfvest  ihou  the  pnipholM  ?  I  know  that  thuu 
belieT«ist.  Thmt  Agrippu  said  unto  Paul,  Almost  Ibou  ppr- 
suodfst  me  to  be  a  Christian*  And  Paul  enui,  I  would  to 
God,  that  not  only  thou,  but  also  all  that  bear  lue  this  d/xy, 
were  both  almost,  and  altogether  such  as  I  am,  except  these 
bonds.  And  when  he  had  ibud  itp>kvn,  the  king  arose  up, 
and  the  governor,  and  Bemice,  and  ihey  thai  sat  with  them : 
and  when  they  were  gone  aside,  they  t&lke<l  between  ihcm- 
selves,  saying,  This  man  doth  nothing  worthy  of  death  or  of 
bonds.    Then  said  Agrippa  unto  Fe«tus,  This  man  might 
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have  bem  set  at  liberty,  if  he  bad  not  appealed  unto 
Cieaar.* 

Daring  the  govemmeDt  of  Festus,  he  apprehended  and 
^executed  many  of  the  robbers ;  but  being  soon  succeeded  by 
Albinns,  who  was  both  Ticious  and  rapacious,  during  Ui 
administration  the  seeds  of  various  factions  were  sown,  wbidi 
Mxm  aAerwards  broke  out  and  ended  in  the  destructicMi  of  the 
deroted  city.f 

AlMnns  was  succeeded  by  Gesaius  Floms,  who  eTen  <s- 
ceaded  his  predecessor  in  every  species  of  enonni^ ;  and  so 
d^«Derated  by  this  time  was  the  empire  become^  that 
although  the  Jews  made  complunts  to  Cestius  GaUoa,  wbt 
was  OiLi  president  of  Syria,  they  cuuld  obtain  no  rodrea. 
FioniSf  however^  was  so  conscious  of  bis  malpractices,  thai 
he  was  st^nstble  the  only  way  to  protect  himaclf  from  a  pRK 
BWHtion  at  Komo  was  to  stijniilale  the  Jews  to  a  revolt  bj 
renewed  atrocities,  aod  this  object  lie  steadily  pursued  till  btr 
succeeded.^ 

Aji  Dpportiuiily  soon  occurred  which  FIotus  failed  not  u* 
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veyinj^  nn  insinnarion  that  ihn  Jews  were  a  lepnma  nation,* 
inllAmed  thorn  alinf>«l  lo  nrntlDCW.  The  Roman  oflirer,  Ju- 
cnndiis,  having  (a'\\v*\  in  repn^twins;  tlie  Cves-ireans,  tbo  JewB 
rclired  with  llieir  sncrcd  bookif  i^  Narbala,  and  Juhn,  and 
twelve  of  the  princi^ial  uf  their  pcopip,  went  to  Flonut, 
who,  iuteiul  of  rednwing  their  injary,  put  them  into 
pmoiut 

The  inhahitants  of  Jenisalom,  though  much  incensed  at  thia 
iffatmoni  uf  thoir  cnuntiymMi,  wor*»  disposed  to  arquiesce; 
but  Flanm  invwitetJ  a  new  inutivc  fi)r  cxcilenient,  by  sending 
tu  take  seventy  talents  of  IIip  snrrwl  irrainirc,  under  pretence 
that  Noru  wonted  thcin.  This  cun<luct  excited  the  people  to 
the  ulmosi,  wbo»  at  ono  time  exclaitning  a|piiiij»t  Flurus^  and 
ui  another  time  railing  upon  CeE^ir  to  redress  them,  were  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out  iotoauopen  revolt;  in  onler  to 
ensure  whi  ch.  Floras  suddenly  marched  some  troops  a^j^nfit  the 
dty.  The  ritizeni,  however,  still  roAtrained  iheuiselves,  even 
when  Capilo,  the  Roman  officer,  di8i»er80<l  tiieni  Iiy  force; 
bat  the  next  flay,  Finnts  himseilf  erecting  n  tribunal,  calleil 
for  nil  the  offenders,  when  I  he  high  priests  and  rulers  urged 
ti|)un  him  to  adopt  more  mudemtu  measurofi.  Enraged  at  this 
reiui>nKtranre,  he  onlercd  Win  suldient  lu  plunder  the  upper 
niorkui  place,  and  which  idey  put  into  tixecutiuu  ;  robbing, 
plundering,  and  murdering  thrcti  tUouxaud  men,  women,  and 
rhildnTn,  |>etiideii  Koveral  whom  Florus  ordurvd  (o  be  crucified ; 
•tttmo  of  hIiuui  weru  uf  equestrian  dignity,  t 


*  By  thli  actiun,  the  fcUllng  of  a  bird  orrr  to  Mrthm  veud,  tli« 
J«wi  wrro  cxtH>s«d  rb  i  Ivprouti  peopl« ;  for  thoi  was  to  b«  doM  by 
[hvir  Uw  iu  the  clduiilnff  of  a  Irpcr.  (Lev.  cbap.  xiv.)  It  U  «l*n 
kaovn  that  tlio  UvniUcs  rcpruachcil  the  Jewi  u  subjeet  to  the 
lepros)-.  and  bellevcU  lliat  th«y  wera  drivfii  oat  of  Egypt  on  that 
acoouDt.  This  that  eminent  [)cr9ou  Mr.  Rolaud  lUfrgcflcil  to  me.— 
Dr.  HndioD.   Whlitoo's  note  on  Jos.  HI.  MO. 

t  Jos.Ui.  400.  I  JosUl.  Ml. 


request,  that  ^^^^^f  liersulf  aot  williout  cUI^H 
A  tnmuU  hnrlnf;  taken  place  in  cuuioqucncc^ 
populaco  invci(;laa^  loudly  against  the  KomaD  ^v^ 
priests  and  rulers  were  alarmed  for  the  result,  an<| 
Ibeir garments,  cntroultMl  the  [>co{)lt;  lo  nioduratc  tbri 
roeol,  and  succcorknl  in  peisuading  thorn  to  do  «o.$| 
But  Flonui  was  detemuDed  that  tlic  matter  s]kob| 
so ;  therefore,  havioj^  pcTsuadt'd  the  priests  anti  nilaj 
vutl  un  the  peopio  to  gu  ont  nml  meet  some  Rontaij 
who  were  coming'  from  Cfcsarou,  tu  a  luken  of  Iriq 
peace,  he  prcvioujily  in^Btnictod  the  latter  not  to  r«i 
salutations,  and  if  any  expression  of  dis&atisfact 
conAequencc,  to  tall  upon  them  immediately, 
difficulty  the  people  were  prevailed  U|)on  (u  cor 
priests  were  oblit^l  lu  Itavc  recourse  to  the  laottt  uM 
auaiioiu  to  induce  them  thereto.  Biii  haviDg  ^ 
Acquiesood,  and  tlien  experienced  the  preiiietlitntetl  ig 
the  Romans,  their  reproaches  against  Floras  boram< 
upon  which  tho  Koinans,  as  previously  instnicttN), , 
tjiem  ami  pursued  them  intu  the  city,  •ind  furcocl  [ 
throu{;h  Bozotlia  ;  and  licing  joim*d  by  Florus,  nui 
make  themselves  masters  of  Antonia,  but  wore  prc^ 
the  people,  who  not  only  withstood  them  in  Uio  «(« 


"actiuj 
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And  in  order  to  guaid  against  future  atlonpts,  the  Jwi 
cut  otf  lliL'  communications  between  the  castJe  of  Auiouiu  :uid 
the  temple,  lest  if  Floras  obtained  poannon  uf  the  former,  he 
mi^hl  easily  selzu  upon  the  ticuaree  uf  the  hnn,  and  wbirh' 
indeed  was  his  chief  object ;  for  when  he  found  that  be  was 
dtfotftl,  he  quitted  the  city,  leaving;  only  one  band  of  SDldiera 
in  it ;  and  the  priests  uid  nilcn  promising  tliey  would  make 
DO  innuvntions  in  the  government.* 

Slill  intent  upon  the  same  object,  Ftonis  made  complaints 
to  Oaliuit  Gallus,  the  governor  of  Syrian  that  the  Jewii  had 
began  a  r<^volt ;  but  tbo  government  of  Jenmlem  and  Ueraicu 
having  made  cuntrary  representations,  Ccetios  sent  Neapoli- 
lanua,  one  of  his  iribuncx,  to  inquire  ioto  the  circumstoocei. 
Agrippn,  who  was  then  on  his  return  (mm  Alexoudria,  met  I 
Neapolilanus  at  Jaumia,  and  both  proceeded  together  to 
Jerusalem,  where  the  tribune  was  soon  convincCfl  tliat  the 
Jews  were  not  (o  blame,  and  returned  to  Ceslius  favourably  ^ 
impressed. 

Agrippa^  fauwcver,  finding  that  many  of  thepeoid«  ' 
desiiQtt  to  send  an  embassy  to  Rome  to  lay  a  formal  loewa^^ 
lion  of  Florna  befure  Neto,  aaaembled  ihem  in  a  large  gnllerj'. 
and  in  the  prracnce  of  his  sister  Bemice  addressed  them  at 
great   length,  and  with  much    eloquence,  with  tean  ea- 
treatins  them,  and  tn  which  be  wax  joined  by  his  sisteri  lO. 
abstain  frnm  all  acts  of  violence,  and  not  lo  give  any  jnsl  ctiHvl 
of  of^ce  to  the  Romans;^  witluil  urging  them  to  pay  thai 
tribute  which  bad  been  suspended,  and  to  restore  the  cloisten 
which  iinilMl  the  temple  to  the  tower  of  Antonia. 

Many  of  the  people  acquiesced  in  this  reasoning,  but  others 
of  them  dnclnring  they  wuuhl  not  fight  with  the  Remans, 

•  Joi.  )U.  40A. 
t  8te  thli  very  IntcreitUiff  speech  il  length  lo  Jot.  iil.'ivr,  lod 
Mlitium'f  noie ;  tlfo  Crrvin,  il.  1Y7.      At  tti*  conclulon  of  hit 
speech  both  A|r''?TA  Bt>(l  Bcrnleo  wppt  ttltterly. 


»  1 

1 


Agrippo,  therefore,  sent  thnir  ralfns  uhI  men  of 
Ftonis*  >l  Cttsarea,  in  order  that  hv  might  appoint  l 
pleased  lo  collect  the  thbutei  and  reluiacd  home 
hiv  uwn  kin^um.* 

The  lido  of  events,  howoverr  was  now  impetiioasl 
onwards,  and  the  war  cnmnienced  by  some  of  Ihc  Ji 
denly  seizing  upnn  Ma&anda,  and  slayiug  all  the  Roni 
were  tbiTR.  Dcfiidc»  which,  Eleazar,  the  sun  of  All| 
high  prifRi,  who  w»s  then  t^vemar  of  the  temple*  p| 
ihoso  nhu  oHiciutL-d  not  lo  receive  any  gift  nr  sucra 
ibrei^^r^  tlieroliy  csctuding  the  cntpcror  himself;  I 
Josephus  consideiB  to  have  boen  the  real 
which  cmuoLi* 

Tho  Juwswereat  tliit)  ttiue  divided  amongst 
£leazar,  with  those  who  wore  disposed  to  revolt,  or 
Josephus  calls  them,  were  tbv  innovaiors  and  aeditid 
the  priests,  rulers,  and  more  rcKpectahle  inliabilaDla«ii^ 
uUrnicd  at  the  daagot  uf  cxctiiuj^  llic  angvr  and  vqd| 
the  Romans,  and  having^  in  vain  tiied  every  exp^ 
induce  Eleazar  nod  his  parly  to  restrain  their  nolo; 
ambattadors  bulb  lo  Florus  awl  Agrippa,  io  rcquesi 
eomn  with  armies,  and  nndeavuur  to  prevent  that  nij 
threatcnett  lituni.     Ftorus,  however,  saw  in  the 
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Upon  llie  arrival  of  those  auxiliurk^,  a  civil  war  commpnriHl, 
Elettzar  and  hia  party  striving  to  giiin  pos»%siun  iif  tin*  up^M^r 
L'ily,  whilst  the  truo|)s  of  A^ppa  and  Ibu  fricmis  of  jicacc 
exerted  thnmselves  to  sncure  ihc  lower  city  and  the  tutiiple; 
and  thus,  f<>r  so.\en  days  lof^ether,  they  mutually  asMiilcd  each 
ulJier  with  Rtimivi,  ftliuf^is,  luid  tiarta.* 

Uut  ou  tiiL-  f<K«tival  of  Xylophary,t  several  of  the  Sicariit 
having  juiuttl  the  iiediuoua  parly,  llwy  attacked  the  king's 
■oldicnwilh  more  boldness;  and  driving  them  out  of  the  upper 
city,  they  set  firi'  to  the  hoitsc  of  Anania^i,  the  high  priest,  and 
to  the  palaces  of  A^ippa  and  Bemire,  and  Rnally  the  place 
where  the  archives  wore  dc)K>sitcd,  and  the  contracts  by  which 
the  debtors  hoit  bound  themselves  tu  their  credilurs.  Thl^y 
then  besie^d  Anlonia,  which  having  forccil,  Ihey  slew  the 
garrison  ;  and  after  that  attacked  the  {Mtace.  Manahetn,  the 
son  of  .ludaii  the  Galilean,  having  rctinvl  lo  Mm&da,  and 
broken  open  kinjr  Herod's  nrmorj*.  asiimcd  iha  cuiiimaud  uf 
the  incendiaries;  when  uudcnuiniug  uue  of  iIkj  towers. 
the  becieged  pcopoaed  a  capitulation,  which  was  granted  hi 
such  of  them  as  were  Jewn ;  but  most  of  the  R  umnnti  were  slain 
whilal  tticy  worn  ondeavourin|r  lo  escape  to  thi'  lower*  of  Mip- 
piciis,  Phuaelus,  and  Mariamnc,  and  their  camp  set  fire  to.(i 
During  tbMO  dlatiutMuicn  Ananias,  the  high  priest,  bad 
caacMl^  himtelf  Id  an  aqueduct,  but  being  diKOvere<l  was 
alain  with  his  brother  Hezekiah  ;  and  Mannhcm  and  Eleazar 
having  qitarri>)led,  their  respective  panimns  fought  in  the 
templf  itiwlf,  and  the  former  was  drivm  out  of  the  city.  The 


•Jos  til.  417. 

t  l*pon  which  Pccmlor.  the  cutlom  wu  for  •very  onr  to  briair 
wood  for  tht  sllar.  thai  lti»re  mii^fat  nersr  b«  a  want  of  ftitl  for  the 
Hcm)  Arc.    Jos.  id.  417.  Ur.  v(.  U. 

I  CutihroAU  or  asiassfais.  oae  of  the  hostile  bsods  of  Jew  i,  wboto 
dliicotionB  coDtribDisd  to  the  d«lru«iUKi  of  Jcruislem,  vorp  so  csl* 
led.    Jon.  Iv.  SW  804.  97i.  ff7ft. 

^  Jof.  ih.  ii0. 


Dut  the  fire  was  now  kindling  io  all  diivctions  w^^ 
and  the  via]  of  God's  u-ralh  was  fast  |wuring  out,  euhI 
the  atrocities  that  were  coromittod,  and  the  extnuq 
rransactiona  which  took  place,  as  Ihoy  are  related  in  Joi 
arc  such  as  almost  to  compel  one  to  exclaiQi,  CrediU  i 
ApcUcs ! 

Od  the  same  day  thai  the  horrid  slaughter  i 
look  place  at  Jorusalom,  the  nihnbilnntK  of 
twenty  thousand  Jews  in  that  cily,  and  hy  tlio  hHp  q4I 
drove  all  the  rest  on  board  thn  gallics.  This  so  enn^ 
whole  naliou,  tliat  dividin:;  lhemw>1ve«  into  IvuEida,  tfa 
waste  all  the  towDS  and  villages  ihcy  cotild  s<ibchi| 
amongst  the  rest,  burnt  Sebaste  to  the  ground.  TliU  o| 
produced  reerimination,  and  the  whole  province 
Vast  slauK^Iitrrhuust'.t 

At  Scythopolis,  titirtuen  thuusand  Jews  worr  i 
in  ciild  hlfiod  ;  at  Damascus,  ton  thousand  within  an  I 
and  a  Juw  of  the  name  uf  Sinion,  after  putting  in  dJ 
father,  mother,  wife,  and  children,  slew  hitnu'lf  with  | 
sword.  Al  Askolon.  two  thousand  five  hunUriNl  J«^ 
sUio;  at  Ptolemaia,  two  thousand ;  al  Tym,  l'>ppl 
Gftdara,  great  nmiibere:  and  ilw  rest  ihcy  port  iota  j 
Ika  Antiockiana,  Siduoiaoa,  Ananiana.  and  I 
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Commotions  (tx>k  place  aUu  in  tlie  kingdom  of  Agrippa; 
and  ttt  AloKiindria,  no  l^ssibon  fifty  lltoiisiuid  men,  women, 
and  rhildren  were  slain  by  the  inhabitants  and  Roman 
M^ldier),  imder  tho  rommand  of  Tiberiiw  Aleiandor.* 

One  cannot  avoid  surprise  that  a  Roman  comninndcr  should 
not  have  intcrferodt  befbro  revolt,  in  a  provinco  under  hit 
command,  had  arrived  to  such  a  height.  At  len^h,  however, 
Costing  collected  his  troops,  nndbeiug' joined  by  four  thousand 
men  under  Agrippa,  and  taking  possestiion  of  Zebuhm,  n 
city  of  Galilee.t  hiJi  soldiers  first  plundered,  and  then  M<t 
fin  to  it.  Thence  marchin<^  lo  Ciesarea,  the  Jews  in  Iho 
mean  time  nt1lyiii(;in  his  rear,  he  seized  iip«>n  Joppn  nnd 
slew  eight  thousand  four  hundred  men,  and  took,  and  Immt, 
and  p|anderp<l  all  the  villa^  iu  tbo  toparchy  of  Narbatono. 
Galinij  one  of  hist^nerabt,  at  theaame  time  marching  agaioil  J 
So^horis,  the  strongest  rity  of  Galilee,  was  received  by  th^i 
inhabitants  with  acclamations,  and  thus  the  cilicM  in  that 
province  were  kept  in  comparative  tmitquillity  ;  the  seditious 
part  (if  the  pnjHdace  retiring  to  the  mountains,  when  two 
thousand  of  ihem  were  Rlain.^ 

Ccuius,  proceeding  to  Anlipatris,  dispersed  a  party  of  Jews 
thai  were  in  a  tower  at  Aphok;  and  thenre  marching  C»| 
Lydda«  many  of  whou>  inhabitants  were  gone  to  Jeri>saJeiB.| 
to  the  feast  of  labemaclea,  bo  slew  6fty  of  those  who  re*' 
roained,  and  burned  the  city  ;  and  passing  by  Bethorou,  lie 
encamped  at  Gaban,  within  &(iy  furlongs  of  Jeruaaleni.     The 
Jews,  however,  far  from  being  intimidatfld,  abandooing  their 
sacred  rites,  marched  out  of  the  city  on  the  sabbath  day,  and 
attackin^  the  Romans,  alnuMl  defeate<l  itic  whole  army,  but 
nt  length  retired,  though    with    much  less   loss   than  their 
ndvorsftries. 
Agrippa, adanned  oa  all  accounts  for  the  result,  sunt  two  ttf 


pulling  them  to  flighl,  pursued  them  lo  Jenisalcm.^^ 
Ceiitius  besieged  tbe  rity  For  aereral  days,  and  it 
seem  uiight  easily  havo  taken  it,  and  put  an  end  lu  tb^ 
but,  aa  Josephus  iniiig'iiiei;,  v/aa  diverted  froni  his  purfl 
Bome  oQicors  of  Florus,  who  was  nol  desiroua  iho  war  \ 
end  even  so,  althcxigh  he  hiiitRcir^vrs  a  niurh  mure  pn 
reason  for  bis  ninduct,  viz.;  tbe  "  Aversuliaii  ofGodi 
city  and  sanctuary."  Most  unaccountably,  therGrure^ 
all  niilitan'  prioriple«,  but  as  moM  iiHrrcirulIr  intend 
God, — thereby  pvinj;  to  bis  affrighted  but  boUeving  Cbril 
an  opportunity  lo  avail  themselvf^s  of  the  orders  give^ 
by  our  I>ord  himself,  that  wbeu  tbey  should  sev  tbe  ahk 
lion  of  desolation  stand  where  it  ou^t  not,  and  Jerusahj 
rttm|>a»«ioil  with  armies,  I  hoy  should  flee  to1bemouutai| 
the  Roman  general  after  a  few  days  withdraw  hi*  imoi 
finally  retreatc<l,  and  that  not  without  difficulty,  puij 
tbe  Jcw»  as  far  as  Aiitiplrts,  whu  committt'd  great  dl 
upon  his  tnwpe,  and  takin;;  pussession  of  bagfj^a^  , 
retimied  to  Jenisatem  hingiii;;  and  rejoicing.t 

Upon  their  return  the  revoltcrt;.  reflerting^  iba 

now  prooe«Hled  too  far  to  retract,  began  to  or^ania 

troopii,  and  urruup.'  tbeir  iiflairs  in  rcjn'ln*'  »>r«!*'r. 

jUbe  son  of  Gorion,  and  Ananas,  the  biftb  prieat,  w<_*rp  ', 
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Elfazar  sdll  rctainnl  the  chiefautbDrity.  Thoy  ibon  selected 
generuU  uver  tho  (litTcrfnt  districts,  and  amongst  Millers, 
the  hUtoriun  Joseplms  liimsolf,  to  wliom  was  entrusted  the 
cumuiuud  of  the  two  Galilues,  including  the  strung  city  of 
Gamala.* 

A»  it  might  be  expected,  this  writer  itt  iit  least  suffirienllf . 
minute  aa  to  what  relates  to  bis  own  operations;  and  it' all 
his  roprcsenlatioDS  Me  correct,  against  which  there  does  not 
in  (be  main  appear  to  be  any  substantial  objection,  he  was 
not  only  a  comniuiuler  of  ability,  but  a  wtw  and  juiliriuits 
civil  ^vcmur.  Being,  huwerer,  as  well  as  the  great  majority 
of  hia  rountrytncn,  under  the  sentence  of  judicial  blindnees, 
and  tbcrcrore  imagining  that  the  law  of  Moiies  was  to  be  of 
perfH^tual  obligation,  he  ninde  ibut  the  rule  and  Mandard  of 
all  his  civil  reflations,  and  aeeins  to  have  aimed  at  Ibe  res- 
turalion  of  that  ritual  in  its  original  purity  and  splendour, 
wbcrevor  his  influence  and  authority  extende<l.f 

Another  Jewish  commander  of  distinction  was  John  of 
Giachala,^  between  whom  and  Josepbus  there  was  either 
great  rivalry,  or  the  former  endeavoured  (o  aupplaol  and 
injure  the  latter  throughout  the  war.§ 

It  in  not  our  intention  to  (race  minutely  all  the  trans- 
actions  of  this  protTseted  warfare,  which  lasted  several 
yearn,  and  by  meana  of  which,  and  ihc  niaaBacre»<,  civil  ware, 
fiuninen,  and  other  cauHe«  of  depopulation  and  wn>trhmlneaSyJ 
and  finanr  by  the  tak.in{;and  burning  of  the  city  ami  trmph 
iUelf,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  pat  au  end  to  the  civil 
polity  of  his  ancient  |>>>ople;  and  by  rendering  it  alwoluti>ly 
iropoHgible  to  cunltuu<>  llie  <<xerrijti>  ami  ptTfurniunre  of  their 
ceremonial  worship,  shewed  to  a  dcrounatration,  thai  the  time 


•  Jo«.  tii.  u».  *  JoR.  Hi.  4X — i»4. 
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had  at  length  orrtvexl  when  it  was  to  C4*ase  ibr 
remaining  erents  of  the  war,  and  th«  siege  of 
city,  win.  Uturorore,  be  only  cursorily  aoticed. 

Amongst  others  who   took,  uclvantagc 
Costiiis  from  Jerusuleni,  were  Saul  and  Cost 
Ihon,  und   PhiHp,  the  son  of  Jacimua,    the   cot 
Agrippa's  troops ;  aud  at  their  own  request  Ccstlua 
Achaia,  to  lay  before  Neru  thu  di«ln»i  ami  mi 
their  city  and  nation  were  plunged,  and  to  acc 
baing  llic  author  of  the  whole  mischief;  tmi 
the  further  ohjoct  thereby  to  excuse  his 
mismanagemtint.  * 

A9  the  revolt  proceeded  and  became 
proportionably  alarmed,  and  at  length  lixed  ui 
a  veteran  command  er,t  to  reduce  th«  provl 
:md  ivstore  tranquillity.^ 

Before  that  generars  orrival,  the  Jewi  had  att4| 
lun,  but  were  defeated  by  Antonina  with  the  U 
thousand  men.§  Hftviog  arrived  at  Aotioch  aq 
j 

t  He  was  born  ai  a  Tillage  near  Rleii,  the  I7lh  Novi 
TAO.  His  father,  wliosv  nane  was  T.  Flavlaa  SabU 
wlib  so  much  Inttffcrlty  aotl  moderaiian  as  a  fann«r  o^ 
penny,  a  duty  levied  on  all  klntls  of  mrrohaodlie,' 
lawns  had  liis  picturr,  nnder  which  lliey  wrote  thli  Inf 
the  honest  iiubliran.  A  Burnamo  taken  from  tiis  mol 
wa»  given  lilm.  bo  that  he  n-ns  callnl  T.  FiaTioA  Tetpi 
wu  brought  up  by  hJa  folher's  mother,  TerluUa,  at  | 
r  Com,  in  Toacany.  He  wa»  alwayi  food  of  U|m 
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fioin  tlience,  Vespasian  funned  a  junction  with  Agrtppa  and 
llie  iruujLs  under  lib  commantU  and  pnweedcd  to  Ptulomais. 
Being  atl(>rwiirds  joined  by  hi»  son  Titus,*  they  marched  into 
Galilee,  and  aOer  tvking^  Gadara,f  besieged  Jotopala  in  foTin« 
into  which  Juscphus.  who  had  Iwen  prevented  by  Titus  from 
(akin>;  posiieiaiua  of  Sepphurtii,^  b^d  retired  witb  idl  th(.'  troops 
b*^  cuuld  collect.  The  siege  lasted  forty-seven  days,  and  eit- 
faibited  miiny  curious  and  inleresting  transactions  and  ibo  city 
wu  finally  betrayed  by  a  deserter,  and  lbeforli6calions  deni»- 
likbed  by  order  of  Vespajiian.^  Joppa  and  Taricha'a  wcm 
next  taken,  and  TilKriiis  deltvenM)  up;  :uiil  then  Giimala, 
where  Ag;Tip|)a  was  wounded  by  a  sling  from  the  wall  whilst 
addrouing  his  countrymen,  and  Irving  to  persuade  them  to 
tonender  ;t|  and Gischulu,lToai  which  latter,  John  ufGischala, 
tbfl  individual  before  nienliiini*d,  and  who  had  rhietly  excited 
ihid  small  city  tu  re«istuncj>,C()nlrivecl  tn  make  his  own  escape 
to  Jerusalem.^ 

It  was  prottably  from  the  prisoners  whom  Vespasian  had 
taken  in  the  conquest  of  (bo  above  montioned  ciliett,  thai  he 
»ent  to  Nero  six  thouAand  workmen,  to  assist  in  the  under- 
(Hking  which  that  emperor  liad  penwjually  engaged  iu,  of 
piercing,  or,  a*  luixicni  Bpeculatur«  would  say,  boring,  ii 
timucl  througli  the  Isthmasof  Corinth,  hut  after  scrcnty-iive 
d»yV  labour  lio  suddenly  abandoned  it.** 


«  Ja«.  Ir.  IS.  t  Jim.  W.  1&.  07.  lOS.  ;  Jm.  I*.  7. 

\  Jot.  It.  I.V-3S.    CrctUr.  t\.  H  Jni.  iv.  M.  1  Jot.  Ir.  I 

*  *  The  •sppretltion  of  the  people  opposed  that  (Jcsi|rn  ;  llrcjr  i 
afraid  of  tlolalUg  iha  laws  nf  nature,  by  julnlii;  whKl  ihe  hsrl 
sr|mralMl-  FacU,  riUier  magnified  or  eDllrely  the  offiiiring  nf  ft'tr, 
were  sllrgetl  la  »uppot1  of  that  oplnioa.  tt  was  Mid,  Ihat  at  the  lr*| 
stroke  struck  Into  ihr  rarih,  blood  had  gashed  oot ;  that  groans  had 
beM  heard  as  If  from  sablnrancoas  cavcms ;  asd  that  phantoms 
bad  appearc>d  lo  the  inhabilSDts  of  those  parts.  The  TDlgir  wer« 
not  the  only  ones  prtjudleeil.  Plloy,  who  Is  Car  frota  beiag  tn|i«r* 
2y  3       ^^^^^^^^^^ 
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And  now,  M-fatlst  tlie  Roman  legions  were  havering  round 
Jerusalem,  having  subdued  Galilee  and  almost  all  Judca,  mad 
placed  guiiisons  in  all  the  iniDOr  cities,  and  uncutudoua  of 
their  high  cuimiii&iion  or  the  diviue  band  by  which  they  wrt* 
led,  were  nevcrlhel«;ss  ready  to  pour  oui  the  vciijt^atico  of 
Almighty  Gud  upon  this  devoted  people,  as  soon  aa  he  wllb- 
heid  his  restraining  influnnne ;  It  in  uf  some  importaDco 
enquire  in(u  the  stale  uf  the  unhappy  inhabitnnt^i  uf  that 
to  which  oui  Lord  himself  had  addressed  his  pathetic  «atl 
lation.* 

It  is  iiiipnsRible,  however,  to  cunceive,  c\ien  faintly,  what 
that  slate  was  without  reading  Jusephtu  biinsell'  at  leogilt.t 
The  whole  surruuDdiog  country  was  cither  pfMseased  by 
foreign  troops,  or  filled  with  the  miserablo  fugitives  who 
escaped  from  the  various  cities  which  had  yiekicd  to 
arms.  Those  who  thus  succeede<l  in  their  flight,  ponred 
all  quarters  into  Jerusaletn,  as  to  the  ark  of  thai  God 
ibey  bad  abandoned,  whose  worship  they  had  ittsulled*  and 
whose  divine  Sun  they  had  crucified;  vainly  hoping  ihtf 
against  the  holy  aanctunrr*  the  arms  uf  the  liilian  foo«v^ 
be  pointed  in  vain.  Thus  an  inimeoae  pofrulaiiua  was  no- 
gregaiod  within  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  loclu'ling  all  tk 
factious,  and  all  the  various  and  conflicting  interem  of  llv 
'ieveral   cities  which  had  been  subdued,  whilst  in  that  d(* 

fttilious,  speaks  of  the  aik-tnpt  to  pierce  the  Islhmut  ■«  of  ■  &*' 
nibness,  and  kllrges  tlic  unhappy  end  of  four  princes  who  set  tlv^ 
11,  Deaietrlus  Poliocrates.  Dciar,  CRligula.  mid  Nrro.  Tb»  ««il 
was  begun  on  Ibe  tide  next  the  Ionian  Sea.  at  •  plaoe  <^M 
LecbBunt.  a  seaport  bctongin^  to  Corinth,  and  wra  carried  a«  «•> 
threat  (lilig«nco  fur  sareoty-StfL'  days,  in  wlilcli  lime  %t%t  d^  i^ 
length  of  four  stailia,  whicli  was  about  a  lentb  pari  or  ib»  bnaM 
f4  llio  Ifllhiiiuf.  Oil  the  ■eTrnljr-finh  day  canr  a  tni4klr«  on)**  $im,  . 
Mero,  wliorrmaUiedai  Corinth,  to  gtvt  ofvr  Ibe  work.  Ccevler,] 
W7.  SW. 
•  Lake,  xlll.M,  Sec  p.  WS.         t  Joi.  W.  00-^.  Uke,  »(*.  ( 
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itsdf  wero  both  fit  matcriali;  ami  iusmimonts  for  the  most 
4e«>luling  havoc  aud  fury.  Amonip*!  tliem  wt>r<»  the  zratnts, 
who  were  no  better  than  a  band  of  robhorfi  ;  the  Idtimecans, 
who  had  been  tntrodoccd  into  the  city  by  their  moans;  John 
of  Giftchala,  who  led  tho  war  party;  Simon  and  his  party; 
EleazAr  and  his  party;  thn  old  priests,  who  itilt  affected 
regaril  ftir  the  sanctuary ;  tho  new  priests  made  out  of  course 
and  contrary  to  the  Leviiical  iimtiiuriun ;  and  TariooB  in* 
dividual  leaders,  all  &trivinf(  for  mastery  amon^t  themaelve«, 
and  much  more  anxious  to  deslroy  one  another,  which  tht-y 
did  every  day  by  thousands,  than  tn  adopt  propt?r  and  ] 
jadiriiiiis  m«asureH  fur  thn  resistance  of  the  enemy,  whom 
they  uriected  to  despise  on  account  of  the  height  and  slren^h 
of  (he  waJU  of  the  city.*  At  |cn(;ih  matters  rose  to  SQch  a 
heiKhl  that  the  zealots  and  Iduracpans  forced  the  temple,  and 
murdero<l  Annnos,  ihc  hif^h  priest,  and  Jesus  and  Zaeharias,t 
in  the  temple  itself;  in  Ihe  outer  court  of  which  nu  less  than 
dgbt  thousand  five  hundred  dead  bodies^  lay  at  once ;  and  ao 
borriUe  was  the  fury  of  Ihc  former,  that  at  length  the 
Idutna;aii8  themiclTM  were  panic.>«tnick,  and  withdrew  tn 
liii-ir  own  country,  absolutely  refusing  to  partake  any  longer  iu 
theae  atrocioiu  barbarities. jj 

t  B«a  WliUtoti's  iiolc.  Joft.  Ir.  B8,  u  to  MalU  xxUl.  SA. 
X  WfllaMd  Hlrabo,  Abtx  de  Kictinoa.  i  French  monk  of  th«  nj^c 
nrChnrlcinR^e-.  in  a  i«nnoii  on  Luke,  xlx.  SS,  thus  dcMcrlbea  xhc 
•c«np/— '•  jRrebnnt  Igltnr  corpora  jutrnum  prf  plalrai  cWititll*. 
ma^ti  (aiDi!  quam  viale  ilrfvcta.  Nullui  }it\tji  moren  «t-|te1li>balar. 
(jaia  nvc  inullitudo  morleoliuin.  nc<  tirlum  tlrbllltat,  h<>c  *tnrba1. 
Nofluulli  car p«(a  carofno)  luoiooi  arpfllrv  ruranUx,  tupfr  i|>4oruiii 
tumulo»  spkrituin  ctnlttelMnl.  Comqoe  tabM  tnagnua  Pt  Intolrmblli* 
ftetur  raivnt  In  oWllile,  eoprrunt  curpor*  inorluonim  rxtra  muro* 
[irojte«r«,  InTantum  ui  corpora  Iptlt  raurl*  coKqaarl  vldercaiur  " 
Kankeo't  IlUtory  or  Fraoee.  to).  U.  200. 
\  Jo5.  \y-  90. 


It  is  not  to  be  wdntlfrnl  nt  that  many  of  Vespastao^ 
ofiiccrs,  should  deem  this  period  of  civil  couflict  and  inl»- 
national  blnodslniighter,  a  fit  season  for  attacking  and  nlh 
jugniing  tbc  city.  Nut  exacrlU  su  the  «roneral  hitii^f,  «Im 
replied  tu  their  renionslrana*,  **  That  lh»')-  nt-ri- grwally  in>- 
taken  in  what  they  tliought  fit  to  be  done,  as  those  thai  ttpm 
the  theatre  love  tu  mnko  ft  show  of  tfacir  bands  and  uf  tb«fr 
we;)p')n.H,  but  do  it  to  their  ovm  hazard,  without  ronsiderin^ 
what  wjis  for  their  advantage,  and  fur  their  security  ;  for  tint 
if  they  now  go  and  attack  the  cit>-  iuiuiediately,  they  stall 
but  occasion  their  enemies  to  unite  together,  and  shall  coninl 
ibcir  force,  now  it  is  in  its  height,  against  themaelves;  but  if 
lltcy  stay  awhile  they  shall  have  fewer  enemies,  becauise  llir; 
will  be  consumed  in  this  sedition :  that  find  acts  as  a  geoMi) 
of  the  R(mian<i  better  Ihnn  he  ran  do,  and  h  giving  iho  Jem 
up  lo  them  without  any  pains  uf  Iheir  own,  and  grtuttioc 
their  army  a  rictory  without  any  danger;  that,  Ihervibrv,  d 
is  their  iK^t  way,  while  their  enemie-^  are  deslruvu^  CAcfc 
other  with  their  own  handj$,  and  frilling  into  tho  gtoatcM  ^ 
misfortunes,  which  U  that  of  sedition,  tu  ait  still  as  i 
of  the  dangers  they  run  into,  rather  than  to  R^ht 
hand  with  men  that  love  munlering,  and  are  mad  one  i 
another.  But  if  any  one  imngines  that  the  glory  of  viclorr. 
when  it  is  gotten  withont  fighting,  will  be  more  inspired,  M 
him  know  this  much,  that  aglorions  sucress,  quietly  oUaiiMU, 
is  more  profitable  thnn  the  dangers  of  a  battle ;  for  we  oia|^ 
to  estwni  Ihdse  (hut  do  what  is  ngrreable  to  teinpcrancr  aaJ 
prudence,  no  U>ss  glorious  than  those  that  have  graincHl  gnal 
repatatiun  by  their  uctioDH  in  war  :  that  he  shall  lead  oo  hv 
army  with  greater  force  when  thi'ir  iMirmles  are  dimtui^cd, 
and  his  own  arniy  refreshed  after  the  continual  lahuun  tber 
had  undergone.  However,  thai  this  is  not  a  proper  tine  H 
propoae  to  ouTwlves  the  glory  of  viriary ;  for  that  the  Jen 
itt  not  now  employed  in  making  of  armour,  or  building  rf 
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walli,  uor  indec<l  in  getting  together  aiudliajies,  while  thu 
advantage  will  be  on  their  iidc  who  i^tc  tltvtn  such  up* 
portuiiity  uf  delay :  but  that  the  Jews  are  vexed  to  pieocil 
every  day  by  their  civil  wan  and  disaeotions,  and  are  under  * 
greater  miscrios  than,  if  they  were  once  taken,  could  be 
intlictud  nn  them  by  us.  Whclh«-,  therefore,  any  one  hath 
regard  tn  what  is  for  our  safety,  lie  oi^ht  to  suffer  these  Jena 
to  destroy  one  another;  or  whether  he  hath  regard  to  the 
greater  glory  of  the  action^  we  ought  by  no  means  to  meddle 
with  these  men,  now  they  are  afflicted  with  a  distemper  at 
borne;  for  should  we  now  conquer  them,  it  would  be  said,  the 
ooDquest  was  not  owing  loour  bra  very, hut  to  ilieirseditioor'" 

Tlio  commanders  having  acquiesced  in  the  prudence  of  this' 
advice,  the  Roman  legions  remained  quiet,  only  cutting  off 
and  destroying  all  those  who  attempteil  to  leave  the  city,  or 
who  were  driven  out  by  their  more  powerful  countrymen ;  nor 
can  WQ  imagine  any  situation  more  dreadful  than  that  of  the 
conscientious,  however  mistaken  Jews,  at  this  period,  ifiu 
fact  any  such  were  then  remaining  in  the  city. 

Vespasian  himself,  however,  Iwgan  now  to  think  of  in- 
vesting Jerusaleni,  and  therefore,  drew  his  troops  out  of  their 
garrisons  and  was  preparing  for  the  siege,  when  be  received 
news  from  Rome  t4  tbe  usasBination  of  Nero ;  and  the  doatli^ 
of  that  tyrant  being  followed  lu  rapid  succcanon  hy  thoM 
Galba,  Otho,  and  VitelHiis,  the  choice  of  the  Roman  legions 
at  length  fell  upon  Vespasian  himself;  who,  afker  secunof 
Egypt,  went  to  Rome  to  assume  the  purple,  sending  bis  soal 
Titus  back  to  Judca,  utran  whom  he  devolved  the  fatnre 
Gondnct  of  the  Jewish  war.f 


•  Jo*,  if.  PI.  08. 

t  Jot.  tr-  IU>— IW-     6mm  a  vpr;  nest  iccontit  of  Die  siegr  toil 

iubM^uentdUpvrilon  ofihe  Jewi,  in  Jolllffe'i  Sixth  Lotter  from 

Palesliiie.     Ait  «b*ur(]  tnUrp relation  of  our  uered  orselcB,  famou* 

throughout  all  the  vast,  51  va  su  schUtionsl  weight  aiul  credit  to  that 


But  snch  was  (he  judicial  bUndne«  of  ihe  Jews,  thai 
notlnng  could  awaken  tlieui  to  a  scqsp  of  tticir  danger:  and. 
thereforts  so  far  fruni  t'in|iloying  the  teuiponin*  dopartoK  ti 
the  Roman  generals  li>  lie:il  tlu^lr  own  divisions,  aod  pr«pw 
fur  thinr  diifcuco,  a  new  sedition  sprung  up  in  tlie  coodO; 
for  Simon  of  Gtirasa,  a  son  of  Giora,  at  the  bead 
strong  band  of  partisans,  ro8«  up  In  opposition  to  John 
Giacbala,  and  iavolvud  tho  inbubitunte  in  uiulliplied 
tallies.* 

At  loDgth  the  fiatf  of  Jehovah  went  forth,   and  Tila* 

same  opinion.  Ttiu  prophecies  by  wbicli  il  was  furotold  tlial  tte 
cliiefand  ilcUTtrer  of  nations  «bnulil  arise  In  Judca,  were  ipptM 
to  Vespasian.  TKCltus  has  rallen  into  that  mistake,  not  to  b*  va»- 
liered  at  Id  him.  Bni  wtiat  we  canoot  help  being  surprised  at  U, 
that  a  worshipper  and  priest  unUc  true  God.  ihu*  historian  Josef  laL 
should  hare  made  so  shamerul  an  abuse  of  the  Scriptures.  "  Bimi. 
sal's  M,  Bossuet,  blind  indeed,  so  to  give  away  the  Impea  of  Jan& 
and  of  Judah  to  slrao^ers,  by  seeking  InTespa^ian  the  soa  of  Abn- 
bam  and  of  Darid,  and  ascribing  to  an  {dolatrou*  princ«  the  lillf  rf 
him  whose  tight  was  lo  conrcrt  Uie  Geaiilcs  from  idolatry.** 
T.81I. 

•  Jo».lv.  lOS— 111.  ]»I— 188. 
t  Who  can  omit  to  cuntmst  the  stale  of  this  onc«  beloTS^  W 
DOW  almott  fursoken  and  abandoned  race,  at  (he  atpge  of  JenkcalM 
In  the  reign  of  Zedokiah,  melancholy  as  eren  that  was,  (sew  n^  9ttj 
with  the  much  greater  alienation  from  their  God, at  Ibis  final  brMlkf 
up  of  their  slate  and  polity  ;  this  IrrecoTerabln  overthruv  of  tM 
throne  and  their  altars!  Then  amidst  all  the  hormrs  of  tlw  sieftiaJ 
the  alarm  of  the  enemy,  and  evf^n  IhA  de-ounciations  of  tb«  wt«A^ 
OfNJ.  thin'e  was  still  iho  full  presence  of  Jehovah.  tbepanlonUlg,  fW- 
mlsing  God, — and  the  promise  of  restoration;— 4hen  there  Btltl  ulilrf 
a  holy  Jcrtmlnh  and  other  prophets,  who  were  known  to  bold  lBi>^ 
course  with  Uod  ;  and  though  not  belleTcd,  (hough  drapliM  tf' 
efen  111  treated  by  the  unbi.>lieving  king,  many,  no  doubt,  efth* 
people  derived  ooraforl  froin  their  revelations,  and  stayed  theaaaeifvt 
upon  their  God.  Gut  now  nil  was  n  blank — the  <io\e«  of  profAMf 
had  cloiod  for  more  ihao  four  hundred  years — there  wai  no  ofadt 
to  which  recourse  could  be  had— the  priests  had  beoouo  aa  tadtf 


i. 
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crompanied  hy  A>^ppn,*  drew  near  and  enclosed  lite  rilr, 
And  afier  a  pnilraiit-d  siege  tif  sevrral  nmnths,  accompanied 
with  scenes  of  misery  and  distress  without  parallel,  and 
supernatural  »\^s  and  wondKrs.f  Jcmsaloni  frll  a  pro/, 
not  hwB  10  intestine  fury  and  tiiadnc^,  ihau  to  the  arms  of 
the  Human  foe :  and  even  the  terapio  and  holy  house  itself 
was  retlucod  tu  aidtra,  contrary  to  the  wish  and  intration  of 
Titits ;  bat,  as  Ju^ephua  hi  msclf  sayB»  "  by  means  of  a  Roman 
HoldiiT,  who,  without  Maying:  for  orderni,  and  without  any 
ronoi'rii  or  drvad  tj|>on  him,  hut  hurried  on  hy  a  certain 
Hivinu  fury,  set  fir«  to  one  of  the  golden  windows.''^  And  of 
Ihu  tame  opinion  wasTllttH  himstOf,  wlien  be  exclntnied  on 
ht'h^dding;  tht*  remaint^  of  the  massivii  towers  and  walls,  **  God 
bus  Ijccn  our  cundurtur  in  this  war,  it  is  God  who  has  drivGii 
Iho  Jews  from  these  fortre«K«,  ag-ainsi  which  all  (ho  stmiglh 


ihc  people — Ihr  Idnmvan  prirwes  htd  become  hilf  paganized— and 
the  whole  nation  (except  Ihosc  Tew  lato  whose  hearts  the  light  of  the 
ererla-itinf;  Gospel  had  shone)  were  sank  Into  the  mo«t  abomfnabte 
■enfiinlily  and  bmtality  ;  eihiblling  to  an  aslonUhed  world. — even 
to  their  pagan  eoeatles,— hi  wonderful  Instance  how  low,  how  despe- 
rately low,  and  drpraved,  andbrutaliied.  a  nation  nay  become,  who, 
hating  forsaken  Qod,  arc  by  hfai.  In  righteous  judgment,  ^Itch  up  to 
Ihclr  own  htvrts'  Igats.  Such  a  apeclacU'  as  was  never  exhibited 
iM-rurr  or  ttnce.  till  the  Frmch  revolulion  displayed  111  horrors  t 
What  child  Is  there  who  woalil  not  rather  endure  the  reproof  of  on 
alTecllooale  parent,  than  b«  for  ever  depiited  of  his  advlev  and 
KS«i*lnnec? — aod  who  cannot  <li»ll(i|pilsh  between  the  comparatlte 
comfort  of  bein;  reproached  bj  a  steady  and  rallhfiil  friend,  and  tbe 
feeling  of  utter  despair,  oecaalooed  by  boing  finally  deprived  at  hia 
adtice  and  asslilance,  especially  of  that  frleod's  alt-poweffnl,  all- 
wise,  and  friendly  am.    Lan.  It.  IS. 

•CreT.%1.  lOy    Tac.  Illil.  T.  4. 

t   See  an  account  of  these  eatraortUnary  prodigies  In  Jot.  It.  9IB. 

contirmsd  by  Taeitos,  Hist.  «.  18. 

{  Jos.  It.  S18. 18&  SSB.    Crettcf,  tI.  996.  tU.  Sfi9. 


the  Hays  should  nomc  in  the  which  there  ^H 
left  one  bIodo  upon  onoihor,  that  should  nut  Iw  thra 
Anil  this  wait  litemll.v  fulfilled,  when  Titus,  inmie^ 
his  victory,  ordered  «very  thing  to  bo  entirely  ^ 
i;xwpt  the  throe  lowers  Ijeforo  mentioned,  and  1^ 
wall,  which  ha  rcsttrvod  for  the  benefit  of  ibo  troop 
to  remain  (here :  all  else,  walls,  fortifications,  U 
t'very  other  building  were  laid  even  with  the  groi 
destroyed,  that  no  mark  remained  of  that  s.|xil  h 
inhabited.    The  Rotniioii  uwd  generally,  od  theMj 

— ' i 

■  Creviur,  li.  2U.  Sec  nlHu  Rp*  Chaiuller's  Defesu 
tianlly,  vol.  i.  3^.  If  anj'  CTidencc  were  wintlng  to  \ 
Tact,  It  would  !>«  founil  in  the  circunmtance,  that  ib«  4m 
itie  clly  and  temple  aroie  exclnsWely  frotn  ihe  botioos  « 
lht>  r«w  wito  were  moilrralr  ;  aod  thui,  by  tefualiiy  tofll 
ItomaiUiwbosouglit  not  tbcir  destrnctioa  but  only  tbali 
iheu  laUer  were  ai  last  conpclled  to  daslroy  Ihem  for, 
ttieir  own  arms,  wlilcb  after  all  would  nercrttioless  b^ 
nUhed  and  tollod,  if  God  had  not  alike  deorwd  and  excel 
parpoaw.  Aa  we  have  already  Been  (p.  tOk)  that  4 
Babytoalant  w«r«  uied  by  Jehovah,  as  liU  fnatramenla 
poic  of  deatroying  Jeniaalein  the  flrst  time,  and  execu] 
jadgment  of  God  against  his  rebollloai  people  ;  yet  hi 
o?erthrcw  that  mig hly  vuiplre  to  tho  uttarmoat,  for  Im||| 

^^^B.  hIiK 1...  .  /T 1.     t     IK     t 1     II   \     , ■   .-  .    ■ L 
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lo  ptoiigb  up  the  places.  The  oldest  Jewuh  writers,  quutc<1  by 
Scalier,  say  thf*y  die)  sn  with  respect  to  Jcnisalom.* 

AKTippa  had  gone  to  Rome  to  congntiilate  Galba  on  lits 
arc<*ssiun,   wlio   was   assasstnntM  hefote  his  arrival '.f  but 
bad  evidently  returned  before  the  sie-gi%  at  which  he  was  pre- 
•enl  with  a  large  iMMly  of  troopa.^    Hu  kbigdom  was  exempt 
from    the   punishment   inflicted    upon   the   other  Jcw»,    on 
ucrount  of  his   fidelity  to  the   Riiinnns;§    hut  whether   ho 
ndminislcred  its  aJfairft  hiniself,  ur  by  deputy,  and  Tcside<|j 
ai  Rome,  appears  unrertain,  ax  all  we  hear  Atrthcr  of  him  ia,  \ 
that  Jusephuii  submitted  hi:*  history  to  his  impcclion,  a[>* . 
parently  at  Rome,  and  wrote  two  letters  to  him  authenticating 
Its  accuracy,  and  that  he  was  dead  when  Josephu»  wroto 
bis  book  against  Apion.|| 

Besides  the  rerritories  of  Agrippa,  Iho  little  town  and 
territory  of  Liniiiaus  wa*  trxruipt<-<l  from  severity,    in  wliirb 

*  Crevivr,  vi.  -iiO.     Keith,  7i, 

OWBIBMI  CM  MM  (tliiibb  *ll  I'm  PW  l'«M-M  clwli(||T 

Qml  W  daai  »  liva  mM  c«  poMlte  «vni*  f 

D«a  |iwifll>l«l  4lvliM  mKtiKHrrKw  buaaUtO*  { 
Dw  WM  ■mour  |Mwr  W  to«  Dhm  iTtM  4«pMUU  i 
Yon  OKcli*  *  >•*  JTMS  «M  Ml  tpttm  M«UM» 

Oa  »«i*M-«uu  Ml  «■«««•(  cnitaanwil 
U  a*lciM«r  •  dtonli  h  nlM  dm  dMi: 
Sn  t"iu«*  MM  capUfk,  M*  ral*  toM  ■^Jt«4«  t 
Dk«  ■<  tt«t  |>liii  4«'Mi  ttcMttc  *  M*  MlcnatM*  t 
TcW|llr,  l«Trtt«-tuk )  tWr*«,  Jrirt  4f>  •««•««•■ 

J*n>Ml«m,  ol|)ri  dc  bm  tkmlruf, 
IJnrlb  hmUi  ma  aa  jonr  I'a  ml  tou  b«  ebaraiai  t 
<Jal  dMAcer*  iHM  ynifl  r«  rtrai  Mireat  da  bram 
Fpwplcnrrr  loa  uuthcart 

Racist. 
Thfrpfore  ihall  Zloo  for  your  tsk»  be  plowed  aa  a  Utlil.  sail 
JcruHlrtn  ih«ll  becnm*  bc«|»,  and  the  mountain  of  ih*  boute  as  iha 
bigli  placr*  nf  Ihr  forrtt.     Mkah,  III.  12. 

t  Jok  1*.  lOi.  t  Cnvlvr.  tl.  IM. 

4  Crnler.  vi.  MS. 
I  Joa.  UL  HU.  It.  W7.    Crvvltr,  «1. 100. 


530 


THE   DISPERSION. 


Vespanan  had  formed  a  camp  during  the  siege,*  and  after- 
wards setded  a  colony  of  eight  hundred  veterans  ;-f  and  this 
colony  was  afterwards  restored  by  Alexander  Sevcnis;  but 
hy  whom  the  name  of  Nicopolis,  or  the  city  of  victory,  was 
given,  seems  doubtful.;^  A  great  part  of  the  Jewish  nation  was 
atterly§  destroyed  by  the  war,  and  their  country  becomii^ 
forfeited  to  the  Romans,  Vespasian  ordered  all  their  lands, 
cities,  and  towns,  to  be  sold,  and  the  produce  to  be  paid  into 
the  imj>erial  treasury.!!  Nor  was  this  all,  for  the  people 
themselves  were  sold  for  slaves,  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
become  absolutely  of  little  or  no  value.1[ 

The  Jews  in  £gypt  having  shewed  some  diqwsition  to  iiu- 
tatethe  rebellion  of  their  brethren  m  Judwi.VcspaaiaTi  orfCTtA 
the  temjtle  at  Oaias  to  be  also  destroyi^J,  bni  U  was  only  shai 
up,  aflior  being  stripped  of  all  its  riches  and  valuable^** 
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fhus  HE  who  retjuacth  all  power  in  his  own  hands,  anil  with 
whom  a  thousand  years  an;  hut  a.^  one  day,  seems  to  haic 
oslahlii^iod  an  in^retlieDt  in  that  very  nlual,  by  which  he 
could  a)  a  momL>nt  put  an  end  to  its  performance,  whenever 
it  setniifHl  good  to  him,  or  whejiever  it  had  arcumplished  llm 
object  Tor  which  it  had  been  inslittited ;  and,  therefore,  froai 
(hat  lauicutiible  period  to  Ihi*  present  moment,  hare  tlie  JewS^ 
been  **  withuut  a  biog,  and  without  a  prince,  and  without  a- 
EHcrifice,  and  without  an  image,  and  without  an  epUod,  and 
withuut  lPta|ihlm,"* 

Oh  thai  the  need  of  Abmhaui  would  seriously  asb  them*  i 
aelvcg,  for  what  greater  crliuc  than  idolatr\'  can  it  be  that  they 
have  thus  endured  so  long,  so  incalculable  an  alienation  from 
the  favour  of  G<mI  ;  and  GX|>erienccd  a  scries  of  calamity  uliu- 
getber  without  pantile),  and  so  imin*rasurably  greater  than  their 
almighty  protector  had  ever  inflicted,  even  for  lliat  abhorred 
crime  ufidolalry  itaelf!  Oh  that  Ihey  would  even  now  turn 
to  him  whom  tbey  have  pierced,  and  muum,  even  as  ouo 
mouniflb  for  an  only  sun  If 

The  dispersion*  of  the  remnant  of  this  unhappy  people 
amoDgHt  all  the  nations  of  tl>e  wurld  immediatfly  followcil  ;§ 
and  so  signal  has  Iwni  their  preaervuiiun  amidst  unhe^nl  of 


1 

I 
I 


•  llosca,  HE,  ^  Witboul  liiaf,  and  wlihoat  rater,  and  vtilioDt 
HCrlflr«.  aiid  withoBi  Klatac.  ind  wtihont  epbo«l  ■nd  tcnphim  Hp. 
Iluntli'j'ii  Triu*)ntii>i)  uf  lluvkt ;  wtipre  aee  tOfli*  liuirticd  aiitl 
carious  criticUmi  on  this  panate.  and  on  ihe  stniclure  sad  uic  of 
Ibe  rptiod,  lu— OOl 

t  Zeeli.  x\i.  10. 

{  BeeTovcy  on  the  PcrBrctilloiu  or  llit>  JrwH,   Otbhon,  111.   90V. 
b.  llfti,  and  llnftiiigr  pattiiii:  and  comparr  ibfin  with  Deut.  uviil. 

f  Rvr  ihf  propticetet  as  lo  ihc-lr  dlspcnion  ind  pr»Ant  Htat«>,  ct>l- 
leclcd  la  Kvilh.  76-  And  much  oM-fyl  Infarmmiuti  a«  lo  tlielr  grocral 
hlaiory.  prvtml  iiaiv.  Ac.  collected  b>  Dr.  Tbomtoo,  la  bti  ootn  on 
Virgtr»  Fourth  Bclo|fUF. 
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penecutloDS,  that  they  have  increased  and  miilti| 
comparison,  and  wliilst  all  other  natiuna  have! 
abeofbed  amongst  the  new  races  of  mankind,  Um 
prescrvfMl  their  original  disiioctions;  and  to  tfajj 
is  a  stauiling  nitradf!,  and  kd  stubhom  as  we| 
witness  for  the  truth  of  revelation,  ood  the  jmrpi 
that  they  have  always  proved  the  most  iDConven] 
in  the  way  of  infidels  and  scoffers.  Thus  Fw 
infidel  king  of  Prussia,  could  say,  that  whatei 
government  v(>iittired  to  ine<ldle  with  tbe  Je«l 
sure  to  smart  fur  it.  And  thus  has  God  continn 
that  though  he  had  thmight  fit  to  cut  them  off, 
has  always  had  a  yearning  of  tendcmes-s  towOi 
bnmches  that  in  his  own  good  time  were  to  be  g| 
into  their  own  olive  tree,* 

For  half  a  century  the  Jews  continued  broken 
and  dismayed,  in  consequence  of  the  events  con 
the  siege  and  fallf  of  Jenisalem ;  but  in  the  nlgt 
peror  Trajan,  they  broke  into  open  revolt  in  sH 
provinces  where  they  were  distributed;  and  m^ 
some  writers,  shewed  great  croeltj*  where  Ibeir 
tended.  Lupus,  tbe  prefect  of  Egypt,  was  defeal 
under  tlie  command  of  a  king  named  Lncua, 
shut  him»e]f  up  in  Alexandria ;  but  ihey  we 
powered,  although  not  with^itil  diffirully,  by  i 
who  drove  the  Jews  out  uf  Esj-pt,  Cvrcne, 
Cyprus.  I.usiiis  Quietus  was  sent  against  Ihoal 
rebelled  in  Mesopotamia;  and  hav 


defeal 

I 
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pitchnd  and  hard  fought  battle,  he  eictcnninMed  a  vasl  num- 
ber of  thi.'m,  and  ^vas  b_v  Trajaii  entrusted  with  the  govem- 
niciit  of  Pal«?stine.* 

When  Adri:iii,  however,  succ««ded  lo  lhr>  ompiro,  dinlrusl- 
ing  fur  soinc  reason  tbu  fidelity  of  Quietus,  be  removed  him 
from  his  rommani),  and  appointed  Martina  Turbo  in  his  stea<)t 
who  Rurcoi>4)tHl  in  suppressing  the  iiuurri'dton  at  that  tiiue.f 

Not  broken  in   spirit,  however,  by  these  events,  about 
eighteen  years  afterwanLs  many  of  them  having  congregated 
at  Jenisalcm  and  erected  dwelliuipi  amongst  the  ruins,  the 
eni|KT(ir  Adrian  sent  a  colony  of  Rumans  there  also,  pro- 
bably for  the  purpose  of  keeping  ihem  in  order;  and  having 
erected  a  Icmpte  to  Japiter,  where  that  of  Jebovah  funncrly 
stood,  he  named  the  new  colony  ^liaCapitulina.^    Already, 
well  enough  disposed  to  revolt,  and  fin'<l  lo  madness   at  tlttt-n 
night  of  tlw  pagan  idolatry  being  established  upon  the  site  of 
their  hnly  place,  as  well  ;is encouraged  hy  their  longcheriRhefl 
but  often  defeated  expectation  uf  a  Messiah,  they  at  length 
agniji  hriike  out  into  open  revolt.  An  impostor  who  took  the 
name  of  Barchorht;biis,  or  the  sun  of  a  star,§  who,  pretending 
that  Balaam**  prophesy  was  fulfilled  in  him,  assumed  tl>eir3 
conimanri,  ami  no!  only  destroyed  the  fireeks  and  Romans,  bill 
more  unmercifully  the  Cbrisiiaiw,  who  would  neither  renounce 
their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  true  Messiah,  nor  take  any  part  in 
the  revolt  agoinni   tin*  Roman   guvemmeni.     And  so  for- J 
midable  on  aspect  did  the  rciolt  in  Judea  assume,  tl»ai  Adrinti" 
sent  for  Julius  Sevemaoul  of  Britain,  to  command  the  anny 
dostiueil  to  arl  against  them.     Tliat  ufticer  by  a  judiiious 
mode  of  warfare  subdued  the  revolt,  having  taken  Bitthcr,!] 


•  Crevler,  tU.  lift— 119.      t  Cretler,  lit.  IIS.     J  Olhh.  M.HTff. 

^  His  roil  tMme  WRi  \ktt)R.  Kidder  on  the  MpsmIsIi.  1-  l3H.  III. 

ICV7. ;  In  which  InTslunhlr  work  »>«  all  itip  pro)>lt<«)i**  relating  to 

Chriat  lllostrated,  and  s  hUtory  of  all  ilie  rslte  Mr»Niiha. 

D  Creiier.  vil.  ISO. 
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a  Btroniirtown  nearJerusalcm, where  Bnrchnrhcbaa  wu 
It  IK  said  iliiit  ihiit  war  lasted  three  yean),  during;  wfaitli 
five  huntlred  and  eighty  thousand  Jews  porishod  by  tho^wi 
it  is  impossible  to  tcU  the  number  of  thofie  who  cudrd  tiii 
miserable  thyn  by  hanger*  sickness,  or  f\n>:  all  thotevj 
escaped  this  shucking  disaster  were  aold  for  iUti 
carried  away  into  forejgti  countries,  so  that  Jiiden  was 
entirely  depopiilatod.  Neillier  was  tht;  result  arri  ved  al  witlMl 
an  immense  loss  df  Roman  aoldiers,  an  that  wbem  A4N" 
wrote  an  account  tu  t  he  senate,  henhstatnMl  from  atrtiiu*  bis* 
self  em|»en:jr.* 

The  deslruction  of  the  Jews  under  Adrian  wms  cosipuu; 
they  not  nnly  did  not  reoiver  themselTes,  but  anv  atkHia 
they  made  to  throw  off  the  yoke  were  but  triflitig  mtid  wilhoM 
eflkt. 

Adrian,  to  prevent  their  reTolting,  used  an  effiviiv*  pr** 
eaiition,  which  was  this,  to  furiiid  them  (he  Terv  siflit  *( 
Jcrusal«ji,  where  they  were  not  permilled  to  enter  bnl  m 
one  day  of  the  year,  the  anniversary  of  the  destmclioa  rf 
the  city.  St.  Jcronte  thus  describes  their  assnnbline  <A  M 
meliincholy  day,  their  wretrhetl  lamentations,  mad  # 
severities  they  suffered  fruni  the  ^ards  placed  al  eiwT 
aronup.  He  was  an  eye-witnoss  of  all  this^  for  fact  rfasit 
there ;  tlicso  are  hut  own  words:  "The  treachf>rou«  hiiTlwrf 
men,"  says  he,  alluding  to  the  parable  in  the  Gospel.  **  aiff 


*  Gibbon  confirms  Ibis  account,  but  allcgrs  th»t  the  craalilMrf 
tli«  JaWB  had  almust  merltnJ  It.  '*  In  Cyrvne  tbey  Riastsen^  tv* 
hundred  and  iwcttty  thou-ianU  ;  in  Cj-prns,  two  handrMl  «ad  ttm 
thousand ;  tn  Kgypt,  a  very  grral  multitude.  Many  of  thes«  9akmt¥t 
Tktiios  werr  aiwrd  asunder,  according  to  a  prrccdnnt  to  wkMl 
David  hatl  giieo  ihe  aaneiion  of  hit  extaiplv.  The  victofioua  Stmt 
detuurad  the  Ucsh,  licked  up  the  blood,  and  twUtint  th«  ctoti 
Itko  a  girdle  round  their  bodies.  Dloa  Cuslw,  lib.  IxvUI.  p.  ||< 
Glbb.  ».  »»♦.  ' 
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iiTtiij,r  fil&in  the  sorranU  and  likewise  the  Son  uf  God, 
are  excluded  from  titc  Tineii-urd.  The  entering;  intu  Jeni- 
■atleiu  is  forbid  them,  but  upon  the  day  of  aadoess  and  lamen- 
ialion.  They  miisl  even  pay  for  the  liberty  of  weeping  over 
Ute  ruins  of  their  city  ;  ami  as  fonuerly  they  piirchaAed  with 
money  the  hloud  uf  Christ,  they  are  now  ohligt^d  to  pay  for 
tfa«ir  own  te-ars  which  they  mtut  uut  sheil  without »  price. 
0noc  a  ycaft  on  the  day  their  city  was  taken  and  destroyed 
hy  the  UomanK,  mulliludcs  are  seen  sunk  in  ^ief.  Men  and 
women  loaded  with  ycnts,  and  covcrvd  with  rags,  who,  in 
their  persons  and  every  thing^  ahnul  them,  carry  evident 
marks  of  the  wruth  of  God.  Whilst  ilie  cross  upon  which 
our  Lord  suffered,  shines  npon  mount  Calvaiy,  and  the 
church,  erected  upon  the  tumb  uut  uf  which  he  arose  frorn  the 
dead,  glitters  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  and  the  standard 
placed  upon  mount  Olivet  attracts  ibo  eye«  of  all ;  thia  people, 
(as  undescnint;  of  compassion  as  they  are  wretched,  liewail  the 
lloas  of  their  temple.  Before  they  havo  yet  done  with  their 
miserable  cries,  and  wtiiUt  the  women  tearing,  Iheir  bur, 
Iwat  tbeir  breast  with  repealed  blows,  immediately  romcs  a 
•oldier.  who  demands  muncy  of  ihetti,  if  they  would  have  the 
liberty  of  weepiov:  any  lunger/'* 

Afler  Ibis  victory,  Adrian  resumed  his  design  of  rebuilding 
Jerusalem,  or  ralhor  he  built  a  new  city,  oa  I  have  said  befure, 
which  he  luused  jElia  Capltulina,  ihc  walls  nf  which  encloied 
mount  Calvary,  and  the  holy  sepolchre,  which  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  andoDt  city,  but  did  not  take  in  mount  Sion. 
In  the  execution  of  this  plan,  he  studiously  pniphooed  all  the 
places  which  had  been  muet  rvverctl  by  the  Jews  and 
Christians,  with  buildings  set  apart  fur  the  worship  <A  idols ; 
he  built  a  temple  in  honour  uf  Jupitrr  Capitolinus,  upon  Iho 
mountain  where  bad  stood  that  uf  the  true  God;  he  placed  a 


Cnriler,  vif.  191. 
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b(^  of  marble  upon  the  gate  of  the  city  which  looked  towards 
Bethlehem ;  he  erected,  in  the  place  where  Jesns  Christ  was 
crucified,  a  statue  of  Venus,  and,  in  that  where  he  arose  fron 
the  dead,  a  statue  of  Jupiter:  and  in  the  orettosat  Bethlehem, 
where  our  Savoiur  was  bum,  he  established  the  worship  of 
Adonis. 

The  emperor's  efforts  succeeded  against  the  Jews  whou 
God  had  abandoned.  Banished  from  Jerusalem,  they  have 
nerer  again » entered  it,  nor  have  they  ever  been  able  t» 
rebuild  their  temple.  Mount  Sion,  left  without  the  walls  of 
the  dty,  has  been  no  longer  inhabited,  and  from  that  tine 
has  been  put  to  no  other  use  than  the  producing  of  cucambcn, 
OTid  other  kinds  of  pulse,  as  "was  prertkleft  by  tVie  pnuphft 
Isaiah  ;*  whereas  Christianity,  which  God  protects,  roDtinim 
flouhshing  ill  this  new  city  of  Adrtun,  with  this  ctiffcr^'DCf 
only,  thnt  till  then  the  Chrisrtian  chtirch  of  JfirusaLciu  «» 
composed  uf  JewUh  coQvorls,  but  is  now  a  church  of  Gen- 
tiles, of  which  Mark,  was  the  first  bishop,  And,  within  Ins 
than  two  years,  the  idula  which  Adrian  had  put  in  ihe  pbm 
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penalriw  tboee  who  were  not  born  Jews  to  embrace  their 
rdigioo.* 

Till?  4'inperor  Coiistantinc  hariD^t  as  has  been  allcgttl,+ 
bct'ficunvertcd  by  a  miracle,  embraced  tfaeChristiait  &tth,anil 
his  example  was  soon  afterwards  fullowed  by  his  mother 
Itclenn,  uf  w  hum  so  much  has  boon  written.  Thia  lady^  or 
her  imperial  son,  built  a  magnificent  temple  for  Cbristiaa 
worship  at  Jerusalem ;  a  second  at  Delhlehem ;  and  another 
on  the  mount  of  Olives;  and  it  would  have  been  well  if  they 
bad  conlined  themselTes  lo  tnieh  works,  and  to  those  of 
Christian  faith  and  charity;  but  having  fonml,  or  pretended 
to  find,  the  real  cross  upon  which  the  divine  Saviour  was 
crucified,  a  spccin  of  hcHnage  to  it  was  then  began,  which 
•OOD  afterwards  degenerated  into  the  grossest  idolatry ;  and 
notwithstanding  all  the  boasted  enlightening  of  the  papists,  and 
wonderful  deduations  of  their  guUiJied  atlvocataa,  it  coatioQeB 
fto  this  day4  with  an  office  and  ccrpmonies,  which  would  be  a 
Higracc  to  the  darliMt  age  that  popery  has  ever  knoTrn.^ 

What  m  ipectacle  lor  a  consrientiona  Jew,  whoae  judicial 
blindnefls  made  him  coauder  it  positi  re  idulatry  to  worship  tlie 
son  of  (toil  himself,  and  what  iiiuii  tie  his  relh^nions  lu  t>ehold 
a  art  uf  beings,  otherwise  rational  and  well  informed,  paying 
divine  hunours,  (latrifl)  and  uffering  up  the  moat  ferreot 
'      prayers,  to  the  mati'rial  wood  upun  which  he  was  crucified  I 

I 

I  •  Cretlrr.Tlll.  Ua. 

|[         f  Crtvler,  x.M.    Olbb.  Ut.  SCA.    Du  Pin.  I.  4.  19.    Motheln, 

I  l.ta4.  MUa^r,  11.41.  Jimei.  i.  »Ofl.  Girgory.  Ap;>.  to  vol.  i.  Th« 
■ereral  td\et»  iwauil  hjr  Cmiitantine  in  favour  of  Chrlillsnily,  sr« 
eastnrrsted  bj  Du  Fto  t  ■ml  the  origlnnU  sre.  In  msny  roipecta, 

*      well  wurth  pernalng,  ripeclully  oa«  rrUthig  tn  tulcrsUon. 

I  HvK  my  Congrsiulolory  Letlrr  (untirr  the  natnn  of  Vcnteas)  to  Ibe 

I  HouM  of  l^rdB,  p.  10.  note  O. 

I  I  CrcTlcr.  X.  ISa.    Olbb.  It.  100. 


I 


I 


Wbatj  when  tbey  now  see  from  day  to  day,  and  in  each  and 
every  popij*h  country,  the  same  worship  and  prayers  Qfier?<ii 
Dp,  to  various  otlicr  pieces,  of  wood  in  the  form  of  a  crora, 
when  it  Is  evident  to  cotmnuii  seu8e  that  tbciictuaJ  ctosa^  if 
ever  found,  bus  beeu  dispersed  and  dissipated  into  dust,  fur 
agea  of  centuries ! 

During  ili(>  ^'^  <*^  Constantius,  a  sedition  broke  ooi 
amongst  the  Jpvtn^  whkh  occasioned  the  severe  laws  of  Adriu 
to  be  enforced  against  Ibcm  with  no  Httle  severity,* 

The  emperor  Julian  bavins'  revolted  to  paganism,  wbeoK 
he  is  called  the  apostate^  felt  so  powerfiiUy  the  toiportance  of 
OUT  Lord's  incarnatioa  before  the  destruction  of  tlie  secomt 
temple,  which  rendered  the  pretenriioi:^  of  all  imposton  <* 
pseudo-messiahs  wholly  futile,f  that  he  was  deiermiited  tv 
rebuild  the  temple  at  Jerusalem;  hut  having^  cullected  iv- 
mense  maleriak  for  that  purpose,  in  which  ho  was  R^dtl'jr 
a^inled  hy  the  Jews  who  collected  around  Jeru&aluiii  fromil 
part^^  luid  contributed  their  most  valuable  e:Ae4-tSf  it  tonHd 
out,  that  though  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate  were  made  frieixk 
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tDg;eitipr,  a^imt  iho  I^nl,  und  against  his  anointed;  but  hi^ 
that  tfillL'tli  in  thu  livuvctis  Uugliud ;  Jehuvati  bad  theni  in 
derision.*'*  And  it  b  a  pretty  strong  argnineut,  but)i  ;igiiiast 
Jews  and  infulelfl,  (hat  frotn  (tint  period  to  tlie  present  no  ono 
lias  ever  (hired  tn  re[H;at  tlif>  liltempt !  If 

•  Pi.  M.  9.  4. 

t  Anxious  AS  Gibbon  ii  lo  rxalt  the  chanetrr  or  Julian,  and  espe- 
cially lo  Jiipliy-  thai  oiniKTor's  spirit  of  toleration,  he  ts  compelled  lo 
notice  liU  liiLolerniicc  and  hatred  to  ChtlsUantiy  alone.  Mow  melan- 
cbol)-  that  this  writer  could  not  here  discover  the  truth  ot  that  rvligiou, 
whleli  nionc  was  tlie  objectof  Julian's  haired  ;  and  sec  that  the  aamo 
eniftilj'  uf  the  carnal  lii'arl  against  Gud,  which  opcraled  Julian** 
conduct,  gave  birih  to  his  own  sly  Insinnalionfl  and  but  ill  eonce&l«d  ' 
tnfldclity  1 

Whc-t)  Julian  would  have  had  the  Jewi  rebuild  the  temple  of 
Jeru<ialciii,  there  arose  such  a  storm  as  drove  away  those  who 
Duileitotik  the  work,  and  bavloir  retired  lato  a  oeighboutliig 
temple,  there  carae  furlli  a  fire  which  cmixunipd  them.  The rf^  also 
appeared  a  sign  of  the  croii  ia  the  beaTrns,  which  wan  a  mark  of 
Ibe  victory  which  Jesus  Christ  had  ftotlen  over  these  impious  men  ; 
and  all  ihose  who  aaw  it,  or  spoke  uf  it,  found  their  clothes  marked 
vUb  thU  sign.  Tbls  miracle  waa  so  public,  that  many  who  saw  it 
rmbmecil  Immediately  the  Cbristian  religion,  and  were  baptized. 
Greg.  Sitt.a/ni4  Ou  Pin,  vol.  I.  p.  103.  of  tho  foarth  century. 

Amongst  Uic  moHt  eminent  authors  who  have  investigated  the 
•object,  or  collected  evldcncci  of  this  fact,  are  Alb.  Fabrieiua, 
AmRiianov  Marcelllnus,  8t.  Chrysostnm,  Newton,  Mo!.hrim.  War^ 
burton,  and  Mnyle.  JollllTe'a  Lrtterx,  07.  The  particular  l»xl*  of  I 
Scripture  wblch  the  infiJell  would  attempt  to  disprove  and  falsify 
■re  Dan.  is.  87.  as  cited  nod  illuslrated  by  the  divine  Saviour  In 
Malt  %x\.  1.V  VH.  and  Luke.ml.Sn.Si.  See  Bp.Cliaodter's  Drfeoce 
of  Christianity,  vol.  I.  MO.  SM.  The  relalion  of  Amnianus  la  cor- 
roborated by  flttcratea,  ZcKomrn,  an<)  Hie  Je«I«h  rabbles  Gantz  and 
Oadalla,  In  the  Tieraach  Pavld  and  the  ShaUhcletb  Hakkalula. 
Also  He  Dr.  Clarha's  Travels,  vol.  U.  04U.  Nolls.  Moshdm,  t. 
U2. 

It  Is  not  perhaps  generally  fcooiro,  that  one  of  itie  plaos  contem- 
ptttcd  by    Voltaire  ud  his  royal    ud   other  uscdalea,  for  dl»- 


r\'i;^ii  ui  .luiHiuiaui  wiiu  eivcwu  •  umgniiiram  CtlHI 

in  honour  of  the  Virsiii  Mary»*  llie  holy  city  floaruU 
thi'  aiwpifcs  and  fostering  care  uf  the  Chrisljan  ei 
but  when  Nushirvan,  or  Chosroes  I,  king  of  Pentia^ 
Syria,  be  cunlcniplaleil  its  aicge,  althougli  be  i 
tnakiiig;  the  attempLf 
During  Ju^ttioian's  reign  (ho  Jews  were  exposed  ' 


ersia. 


crcdilinp  rik]  OTKtamln;  thv  ChrisUan  fallb.  was  to  ri 
Kltcmpt  of  JoUnn.— "  Von  probitbly  know  Ihal,  at  thlj 
time,  ihere  Is  in  Berlin  one  of  Ihe  clreamelscd,  who.  1 
MnhoiDet's  paraxllse,  is  in  the  tatun  time  gone  to  watt  ooii 
nicr  disciple.  In  the  nnine  of  the  siiUtn  MiifUphn.  Wrlttl 
country  (Pru9»ln)  tbe  otbcr  dny,  1  uiealioned,  that  If  th«  k! 
but  say  thv  nurd,  It  would  be  a  fine  appnrtunily  to  havr  1 
of  JeniBilem  rebuilt."— U'Ateiiibert  to  Voltaire.  *^  1  hm%4 
bat  that  we  abould  bavc  succcnlcd  In  omr  negociatian  for  A4 
Ing  of  tbe  lemple  of  tho  Jews,  If  your  former  dlitelpla  (B|| 
had  not  been  afraid  of  loidDg  »onio  eiremmcittii  worthleii,  «j 
bare  carried  away  thirty  or  furty  nilllons  with  thcm."~.D1 
to  Voltaire.  "  If  your  roojesly  Is  in  a  repuUr  correspoajJ 
Ali  Bvy,  1  Implore  >oiir  prolectioa  witb  him  :  I  liare  a  iu^ 
10  ask  f  bllD.  It  Is  to  rebaild  Ibeleioplo  of  Jerusalem,  mad 
Ihe  Jews,  who  will  pay  him  a  large  tribute,  and  lh«r»b] 
mighty  lord  of  bin. "^Voltaire  to  the  cniprsss  C«tharln«^  I 
i.  IW— IW.  I 
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penecution,  by  being  compelled  to  keop  EaRlorat  (hesunaj 
tiine  as  th*'  Oiristians.*     And  in  tUis  reign  ult««>,  ilio  ve 
of  the  tcfnple  w«i«  brougbt  (rum  Afrira  to  Constantinople,  by 
tbe  Roiunii  f^^^iieral  Ck-IUariu8.t 

Cho)tnH.>M  II.,  huwt^vcr,  surceeded  in  that  object  in  the  reign 
vf  lleraclius,  and  wilb  tW  aid  of  Ineniy •six  thousand  infuri- 
ated Jews,  aftfv  tuibduin»  GaJilee  and  the  re^on  beyond 
Jordan,  ruduced  Jerusalem  itself,  destroying  tbe  icpulchre  ofl 
Cbrist,  and  the  churches  uf  HtJona  and  Cunstantino  by  fire  ;  T 
and  lliu  piitriarcb  7^c-han»b,  willi  lhefrv«  cras«,  were  carried 
captive  into  Pertiu,  and  ninety  tboosaud  Cluiatiana  aum^end 
by  ibe  Jews  and  Arabi.^ 

Many  of  the  Jews,  who  from  time  to  tine  bad  been  driven 
from  their  own  city  and  country,  and  especially  during  the 
wars  of  Titus  and  Adrian,  had  settled  in  Arabia,  where  they 
had  erected  syna^gues  in  the  cities,  and  rostles  in  the  wiU 
demeMi;§  but  the  impoiitin'  Mahutnet  having  in  vain  ^iliritod 
Ibcm  lu  ncknuwludgu  him  aa  a  true  prophet,  he  became  tltvir 
OKMk  implacable  enemy.  Beini^  called  upon  either  to  ac- 
knowledgo  him  or  to  fi<;hl,  the  unha)t(>>-  wandereiS  csdMBed 
**  Alia  we  arc  ignorant  of  thi>  use  uf  htdw,  bui  vt  peitBvere  in 
tbe  faith  and  worship  uf  our  fathers;  why  will  thuu  retluoe 
tia  to  tbe  neccwiy  of  a  just  dcfrnre  ?"  They  were  8oon  Mih- 
dued  by  the  fell  inipustor,  (heir  richea  confiaeatiMl,  their  arms 
were  seizoil  and  tunaM)  a{^.itn6t  th«<nue1viw ;  a  wivtcfacd 
colony  of  Horen  huntbi^  exikti  was  driven  with  thoir  wivas 
and  children,  to  implore  a  refu(*e  un  tbo  oonfiiM*  of  fiyru; 
■ad  a  slill  mure  bapldss  nulliMlde  of  a  like  numbor,  were 
dragged  in  chains  to  tbenaxlLol  pUco  of  Mnditia,  and  foreod 
alive  into  a  grave  prepared  for  tbdr  aimullaoeoua  execution 
and  burial.  11 


Glbb.  vtIL  ass.  -f  Oibb.  vU.  101.  *  Oibb.  «UI.  9H. 

I  Qlbb.  U.  S61.  I  Qibb.  IL  J03,  «M. 
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Aftpr  the  great  battle  of  Yemuik,  wherein  Manuel, 
general  of  Herai'liut,  anil  Jabalah,  :iu  Arahhin  priut-(«,  »i 
dcfcatwl  by  Abu  Ohe'idah,  the  Soraceus  undertuuk.  the  uegei 
Jerusalem,  uliftrt*  thut  cuuiuiundpr  IhiiBaddreased  the  citisas 
ofJEVia,  as  the  holy  ctly  was  known  to  the  besiegers.  *■  Heallti 
and  liAppinesx  to  every  oiii*  that  follows  the  right  way  !  Vft 
require  ufyou  to  1e«itify  that  there  is  one  Gm\^  and  Mahomet 
is  his  apottile.  If  you  refuse  this,  consent  tn  pay  tribute,  and 
be  under  us  forthwith.  Otlierwii»e  I  shall  brin^  men  a|^iitft 
you,  who  love  death  better  than  you  do  the  drinking  of  wine, 
or  eatinjSf  of  hog;'9  flpsh.  Nor  will  I  ever  stir  from  you,  i<  it 
please  God,  till  I  have  destruyed  those  Ibat  fi^bt  for  yuu,  and 
made  slai-es  of  yonr  children."  Jenisalrm  rapitulnted^  bat  the 
patriarch  S«»phronius  stipulated  that  the  articles  of  secority 
shuuld  bo  ratifieil,  by  the  authurily  and  presence  of  Omar 
himself.  The  question  was  deflated  in  the  council  of  Medina: 
Ihesinctity  of  the  place,  and  tfaeRdvieeuf  Ali,  penuadrd  thr 
caliph  la  gratify  the  wishes  of  his  soldiers  and  enemies ;  and 
the  siniplietty  of  bis  juumey  is  more  illustnuas,  ihnn  the  rtii 
pageants  of  vanity  and  oppression.  The  conqueror  of 
and  Syria  was  mounted  on  a  red  camel,  which  carrie<l, 
hi«  person,  a  bag  of  com,  a  bag  uf  dale»,  a  wooden  Hisi 
a  leatheni  bottle  of  ivater.  Wherever  he  hall«1,  the  coroi 
without  distinction,  was  invited  lo  partuko  uf  bis  homely  fion 
and  the  repast  was  consecrated  by  Ihe  prayer  and  exhnrtatHi 
of  the  commander  of  the  faithful.  But  in  thi»  ex|iiMlitioiior 
pilgrimage,  bis  |Hiwer  was  exercised  in  the  adminbttralion  of 
justice;  he  reformed  (he  licentious  polygamy  of  the  AntK 
relieved  the  tributaries  from  extortion  and  cruelty,  and  chi*- 
tised  the  luxury'  of  the  Saracens,  by  de-S{Hiiling  (houi  of  tbttf 
rich  silks  imd  drog^ng  them  on  their  facns  in  llic  dirt. 
When  he  came  within  sight  uf  Jerusalem,  thu  calipb  rriNl 
witli  a  luud  voice,  "God  is  victorious.  O  Lnrd,  give  us  u 
easy  conquMl ;"  aitd  pitching  his  tent  uf  coarse  bair. 
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neatfitl  himself  on  the  pnund.  Aftrr  .slpiin^  the  capittilntiou, 
ht>  entered  the  city  without  fcHrvr  pn*cHuiiun:  rhJ  courlc^uuly 
ihscuursed  uith  the  patriarch  roncemin^  iLi  reli^ous  antiqui- 
ties. SopliruuiuB  bownd  befurc  his  new  master,  and  M<relW 
muttered  in  the  words  of  Daniel,  "The  abi>ininHtion  of  disn- 
lation  is  io  the  holy  place.*'*  At  the  hour  of  prayer  they 
stood  li»{;ether  in  the  cliurch  of  tlw  resurrection;  hut  th« 
caliph  refused  tu  pcrfomi  his  deTotions,  and  contentetl  him* 
self  vftlh  pmyin^  od  the  siejis  of  the  church  of  Cunslantine. 
To  the  patriarch  he  disclosed  hi«  prudent  mid  honourable 
motive.  '•  Had  I  yielded,*'  Kild  Omar,  "  to  ^tiur  request,  the 
mosh>ms  of  a  ftiture  age  would  havu  infrin^red  the  tn^atr,  under 
colour  of  tiiiitatinf^  my  euniple.**  By  his  command  ibetfround 
of  the  trmple  of  Su)omoD  was  prepared  for  the  foiniHntion  of » 
moHch;  and  during  u  residence  of  teo  days,  be  rupilated  tho 
present  and  future  state  of  his  Syrian  cofiqQe8lft.t 

The  next  siege  which  Jerusalem  was  destined  to  sustain 
was  hy  the  Reljukian^  Turks,  who  in  the  year  l<t76di»lodf^>f| 
tho  Fatimite  Caliphs,  and  retained  possession  of  the  holy  «ly 
for  twenty  yeani,§  when  they  were  expelled  by  the  Caliph  of 
Ep:ypt,  wh<i  iben  recovered  itH  dominion.|| 

A    wild   and    rutliusijistic    feeling,    mingled    with    much 


-  Ilin.  xli.  11. 

4  Oibb.  ix.  41 1— il4.         Oulh.  vl.  1 1B. 
t  As  to  who  lhe>'  wpfp,  and  tlirlr  eoiilllcU  ntnonral  th«  vsrloos 
dymitlm  snd  tribes  of  l)i»  Mshomctsa  t<i[wntll[on.  u  writ  u  the 
divUfons  of  the  esUptiite,  and  llir  ri<tr>  am)  TaU  of  thit  iarinu»  Muii* 
Sfilman  dyttastlir*,  nsy  b«  t^m  sod  iracMl  in  Uulhrle,  vii.  843.,  and 
GIbb.  s- 8iA— S06.,  and   vsriou*  other  writvn.    Tbry  w  oalled 
SrlJQklin,   Brljeuciddian,  or  Hclxuccian ;   and   Itivlr  oriKlnil  pro- 
geaitor  wai  a  Turcomin  uf  the  name  ot  SKtjurx  ;  ind  Ttom  him  It  U 
more  than  {irotMible.  thai  the  whole  race  of  lite  modrra  {ntra  Turks 
hav  e  dfsceodrd.    Vertot'i  Koijtbti  of  Mstta.  !■  IIV  Sift. 
i431bb.x.aBt.        |Olbb.ai.77.    Gulb.Tll.W. 
3a  9 
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Jlypoeiuy  nnd  iniquity,  ^ve  nae  to  the  (tiwiIm,  mUA 
commenring;  in  llie  eleventh  and  ending  in  the  thirteenth  OB* 
tnry,  deluded  the  shores  and  plains  of  Asia  with  Mood,  hk) 
drained  entire  Europe  of  her  men  and  treasure.* 

In  one  of  thesesuccessful  exftetUlions Godfrey  of  Boalop* 
uid  bis  companions  wre«(ed  Jentsaleni  out  the  hands  of  tbi 
Caliphate,  af^er  an  obstinate  siege,  when  the  cmsadefifer* 
getting  Ihfl  command  of  their  own  divine  lawgiTer*  tiKad 
their  victory  by  &n  imliscriminatc  and  mlhleaB  eflonoosf 
human  blood,  an  well  Jewish  as  Mahometan.'f 

The  usurper  Saladin  haTing  recovered  theponesnonoftUi 
often  contt^ti'd  city,^Rirl>ard  1.  (the  English  Coenr  dc  Uon}. 
notwithstanding  bis  valour  and  chivalr)',  was  anable  to  rHakt 
it,  and  was  g^lad  to  comprDcnise  with  Koladin  for  firee  egm 
for  the  Cbrisliaoa  to  tlie  holy  sepulchre,  witboat  trilwfle;} 
and  although  the  empu^ror  Frederick  11,  (notwithstandinf  At 
vindictire  treachery  of  Innocent  III.]  obtained  from  Al  Cowi 
tlte  reigning  sultan,  the  restitution  of  Jerusalein,  of  B^lM^ 
hem  and  Na/arcth,  and  of  T^tc  and  Sidon;tt  about  twttOf 

*  Oibb.  xl.  1—163. 
tGibb.Ki.ei.  t  Gibb.  xi.  138. 

9Glbb.xl.  IM.  GDtb.  IH8. 
I  Glbb.  xl-  1A7.  Fr«)«rick  harin(t  lertorilrrf  with  bla  |^ 
bofore  he  net  out  front  Etmpt,  to  IdtiuIo  the  pope's  terrtto4i««,i 
hat)  bofii  obeyed  with  ffreal  succMs  snd  some  marks  of  crarltjr,  t 
erasperfttpd  hit  hol'mpox  so  mneh,  that  he  pieonmiunicated  . 
anil  sent  ordvrs  to  all  hi*  rccleaiittics  In  the  nut,  aod  the  maatfin  tK 
tbe  lhr*(>  great  military  orderB.  ibo  Knigbis  of  St.  John,  the  KnlylA 
Hospital ler«,  and  Ihv  Ttraloiilc  Kolghts,  not  to  obey  him.  Cwmti  mft 
Infono«d  of  this  before  Predcriek  was,  but  h«  prvterved  hU  mmA 
mederalloa.  Ills  answer  to  FnderkkU  anbatsadora  wai.  thai  Ul 
conscience  and  rvllgton  led  him  to  have  ai  great  a  renenttoM  aiili 
Christians  had  for  tbp  ci\j  at  Jerasalem  ;  aod,  therefore,  hp  coqM  Ml 
give  it  up;  and  that  hit  ImitcHal  majesty  mttst.  by  a  fresh  ambas^, 
ntke  new  proposals.     Camti  accompanied  this  answer  wltfa  prMKdL. 
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years  afterwards,  the  holy  cily  was  taken  and  pillaged  by  the 
Coiiizmiaiu,*  or  KhDwarazi3iians.t 

Id  1203  Bcndocdan,J  one  of  the  MainelukeauUansof  Egypr, 
ravaf^L-d  the  Holy  Land  and  coraniitunl  viulent  dcvastalions ; 
and  the  ChrUtiaii  duuiiuiuD  vras  entirfly  put  an  end  to  by  his 
successors,  in  12U1  ;§  and  Sclim  I.  having  reduced  Syria  and 
Egypt  under  hiii  authority  in  15I7,'|  both  Jews  and  ChrisUaiis  I 
have  ever  since  bwn  alike  subject  to  the  Mahometan  yoke,  and 
which  both  nations  have  found  a  yoke  of  imn  indeed. 

But  shall  it  always  be  w?  Certainly  not :  the  prophecies 
which  point  to  the  rratonition  of  the  Jewsli  must  and  will  be 
accomplbihed,  more  or  less  litomlly,  and  Jerusalem  shall  yet 
be  made  a  praise  in  the  earth.*  • 

A  dawn  of  this  intercstinf;  event,  connected  as  it  is  with 
the  highest  hopes  and  best  feeling  of  tlu?  devout  Chrtstian, 
was  soen  in  the  Callenbcrg  inMilutioii  cMablishcdal  Halle,  in 
Germany,  by  the  late  Profcsgor  Frank. +t 


of  in  clepbanl,  and  the  most  cariotts  salniBU  hia  country  produew); 
and  Frtdsriek  icnl  bim  other  ambusadors.     Gulli.  rii.  Ti^. 

It  woDld  setm,  that  upcn  Ihr  footing  of  this  trcsiy.ilir  potBessioD 
ofieraMlen  by  Ibe  MBliometaits.  and  the  lolrration  of  tbv  Chris- 
tlana  Rtill  rests.  8ee  Mauodrell'*  Journey  rrom  Alefijto  to  JtTUSslem. 
Dp.  of  Clogher'*  Journal  from  Ciiro  to  Monnt  Sioai,  and  JoUiffe's 
L.«tler«  fron  PalMttne. 

•  Gibb,  x\.  IM.        +  Goth.  »U.  «87.     18».    Vtrtol,  I.  8(9. 

{  JonifTs's  tetters,  79.    Chslcsubrlaod  csll*  him  Blhtna-hondoch- 

dtrl. — IttBeralro,  II.  CO.     Vertot'i  Kalghtt  of  Malu,  I.  813. 

(  JoUiffe's  Utten,  73.      Chst.  Illn.  II.  00. 

I  Jolllir«'s  T^teri.  74.      Chst.  Ilia.  il.  74.      V«rtot,  III.  I&t.  Outb. 

vlL  in— 1M.      Thornton's  Turkey,  Itxtlli— xelll. 

%  8«e  them  collected  by  Dr.  Thotnss  Bureeti,  Dc  Fulon  Jadasrvai 

RHtaantione,  Fahrr  oo  the  Healorailon  of  the  Jewi,  Loodon,  IBQ9, 

and  Keith's  Evidence  from  Prophecy,  Ap|i.  No.  II.  sad  sen  note  ai 

the  rod  nf  p.  M7. 

••Is.  Uli.  7.        ft  Bee  Jewlih  Repoaltory.  for  Jane  1818,  p.  UN. 
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A  still  more  brillmnt  light*  was  ekhibited  in  tbr 
160B,  when  British  Chrislians,  of  all  denoTninattofta^  hk^uu 
usidu  their  diBtinclive  peculiarities,  juinutl  band  and  bcuii 
establish  a  society  for  the  conuerjton,  instruction^  empZoynol. 
aud  n^ouTogvmeni  of  the  Jews,  and  fur  translating  lb«  No 
Testainoiit  iniu  Hebrew. 

ThiJi  light  wiu  !ihiuin<^  hrlghter  and  steadier,  when  h  n 
for  a  season  blasted  in  the  bud,  by  the  withering  buU  i 
capricti  and  bigotry  ;  and  tbu  wooderful  discovery  was  asii^ 
that  opiKupaliuas  could  not  ounscienliottaly  co-op«i«U  Ml 
dissentors,  even  in  an  aU«mpt  to  convert  tho  Jewi^  althoifk 
they  all  bclierod  alike  in  the  Meaaiah&hip  of  Je»o«^  i « lalk* 
it  Vim  weakly  imagined,  that  it  was  ttvpedienl  tbo  SDoMf 
aliuuld  hv:  placed  excUsivthj  under  the  fostoring  care  ofdignifcrf 
preluics.  To  enMun-,  thcTofure,  that  object,  pioua  dunHMltf 
all  denominations  vtejv.  tu  be  thrust  out  from  the  aocHty,  <t 
somehow  or  other  ^t  rid  of:  and  thu.s,  in  the  year  XfHk 
were  sacrificed  Chriiftian  principle,  and  the  moat  wtf 
sanctions  aud  obligations,  at  the  sbrine  of  that  very  «wi>W 
OP  EXPEDIENCY,  other  votaries  of  whom  have  more  rpc«oriv 
Tiolatcd  tlir  Britisli  cunsliiution,  and  brokcji  daun  th«  bol- 
warkB  of  the  reformation  itself.  The  miserable,  shuruigtA^ 
policy,  however,  of  the  one  party,  as  welt  aa  of  tho  otbrr.  ts> 
been  but  too  evidently  manifested  in  (be  renUt,  hv  d" 
nnitn»l. discomfiture:  tha  London  Society  for  V\\m^ 
Christianity  avuingst  the  Jewi^  has  dwindled  into  coamartfv 
insignijicancet  and  Ireland  is  little  less  than  in  open  rifiiJh" 

Much  more  than  this  could  tho  editor  say ;  but  retaUV 
the  same  regard  fur  that  great  object,  wnicil  iic  omioikaIO 
AND  POUNDED  HiH:ii£LP,  as  be  ever  had,  and  in   the  fUh^ 


The  principal  tract  publiihpij  by  tlie  Callenbarg  lasUtvttsa 
called  "  Tht  Light  im  t&t  Evfnimg." 
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confidence  tbat  it  will  eventually  be  accomplished*  by  Jebo- 
nfa  huiiMilf,  iu  spilo  uf  the  narrow  prejudices,  shorlsighted- 
ness,  and  incffirient  plans  of  miserable  man  ;   he  leaves  th« 


*  Aiitongtl  nil  the  Fxtreordlniry  events  which  have  taken  pIiM 
during  the  present  centiry,  the  following  notlBcatlou  may  be  con- 
sideriMl  as  pourcsfng  do  little  interest. — On  lh«  Iltb  of  Febroary, 
1931,  ttiBsultao  issued  a  decree,  that  "  Grvoks,  Armenians,  Annenian 
Catholics,  aDtl  Jews,  shall  hencerorlh,  in  common  with  the  Turks  or 
Mussulmen,  b«  equal  before  the  law.  No  Mussulaian  shall  in  future 
hate  any  prafereooe.  or  ei^joy  any  superior  rights,  In  conseqnenca 
of  bis  being  u  Mossulmao  ;  for  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  sul- 
tan, nil  furin  but  one  family,  but  obc  body,  whaterer  may  be  (he 
private  creed  of  each  of  bis  subjeels.  which  Is  a,  matter  that  only 
eoDcerns  the  conscience  of  man  ;  who  cannot  Ix)  called  to  account 
for  his  religion  to  xnr  but  to  God-  Aslo  the  fDvemment  of  the 
sultan,  It  will  not,  under  any  circa mstane«*s,  consider  wlial  Is  the 
religion  of  the  person  who  presents  himself  before  it." — Keith's 
Si^s  of  the  Times,  vol.  1.  H.,  by  wbicb  document,  that  acate  writer 
observeii.  "  the  vicegerent  of  the  prophet  ills  virtuully  abjured  his 
faith."  The  Augsburg  Gazette  of  the  SOtb  Oct-  contains  the  follow- 
lag  firman,  pabllsbed  by  Ibrahim  Pacha  on  taking  possession  of 
Jorusalem: — "Jerusalem  poste«es  ancient  monuments,  which  ar* 
visited  by  Chflitiani  and  Jews  from  all  countries.  But  these 
plIgriiH  have  cause  to  complain  of  the  heavy  Impositions  laid 
ujKm  them  by  the  road.  As  I  am  drslroos  of  putting  an  end 
to  this  abase,  I  command  all  Mussaltnana  of  the  pachaliks  of 
dalde.  as  well  aa  of  the  districts  of  Jerusalem,  Tripoli,  and 
all  the  provlnees  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean,  to  suppress  , 
all  Impositions  on  OTery  road  and  every  place  without  eicrptlon.  I  i 
also  coRimaad  Ihnt  the  Christian  priests,  attached  to  the  churehcs 
in  which  llic  Gospel  is  Utigbl,  shall  in  future  be  exempt  from  the 
arbitrary  ebarges  to  wbtoti  Ibey  have  bwo  subject."  Time*, 
October  V7,  18S9. 

Is  not  this  a  strong  Indication  thst  IIR,  who  has  all  hrirtsin  his 
handi.lsat  one  and  the  same  time,  inclining  both  the  rival  represeo' 
tativee  of  ihefelse  prophet,  lofevourChrlitlanity  aad  thflretem  of 
his  ancient  people  I 
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event  in  the  bands  of  hih  who  knows  hov  to  bring'  good 
of  evil,  apd  to  overrule  all  events  so  as  to  promote  bis 
glory.* 


NoTA.— The  followiag  are  some  of  the  nmneroas  t«xts  of  Scrip 
pointiDg  to  the  rcBtoratioD  of  Judah  and  Israel. 
As  to  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land. 


Deut.  xx%.  1—5. 
Isaiah,  xiv.l.S. 
Jer.  Mxi.  4—18. 
Jer.  xxxil.  87—41. 
Jer.  xzxiU.  7—11. 


Eiek.  xt.  lA — ^S». 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  11 — 15. 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  8 — ». 
£xek.  xxxix.  85 — SO. 


As  to  the  union  of  Jodah  and  Israel,  and  one  king  to  reign  over  t) 

Hos.  i.  10,  II. 
Zech.  vHi.  Ix.  19 — 17.  i.( 

xii.  6,  7.  xiv. 
Mic.  iv.  1 — 6.  oomparad 
Zeph.  iii.  14--aa  awl 
Eaek.  xxxW.  10.  8S,  to  ■ 


Isaiah,xl.  10— 18. 
Jer.  tii.  17,  18 
Jer.  xxiii.  S— 8. 
Jer.  XXX. 
Jer.  xxxiii.  18— SO. 
Ezek.  xuTii.  15—88. 


THE  KINGDOM   OF   ISRAEL. 


It  is  most  usual  to  date  the  vslahlishment  of  ihia  kiogdom, 
M  wpuate  from  tbnl  uf  Judah,  from  the  revolt  of  Jeroboam» 
tbe  SOD  of  NctMl,  aud  tbe  ten  tribes^  in  the  6nrt  year  of  tli« 
reign  of  Rehoboam,  That  separation,  however,  actually  coid- 
mcDced  upun  llie  death  of  Said,  when  Abner,  the  son  of  Ner, 
and  who  had  been  captnin  of  Sonl'sbnrt,  took  Isb-boBhcth, 
that  monarch's  son,  then  forty  yoan  of  age,  and  brought 
him  over  to  Mabanaim,  on  the  ctut  side  of  tbo  river  Jordan,  and 
made  him  king  over  Gilcad,  the  Asburites^  Jezreel,  Ephmim, 
Benjamin,  and  all  land.*  l»h-boaheth  appears  to  hava 
nmained  in  the  quiet  potaeanoa  of  h'm  authurity  for  tbe  space 
of  two  years,  tmdisturbed  by  David,  who  bad  sworn  to  Saul 
that  bo  would  nut  cut  off  h!a  seed  after  him,  nor  destroy  his 
namt;  out  of  hia  father'a  buuB&t 

Upon  the  death  of  8aul,  Ibo  bouse  of  Juduh  had  submitted 
to  David,  and  anointed  turn  king  over  them  in  Hubron,X 
which  was  on  tbe  wc^t  sidn  tif  Jurdan ;  and  fully  adhering  to 
the  oalh  which  he  had  taken,  David  does  not  appear  to  bava 
contemjilntcd  any  allack  upon  lah-boshetb,  but  to  have  waited 
patiejitly  for  xuch  directions  as  God  might  condeac^nd  to  give 
him,    Abner,  however.  Imagining  that  Ish-boaheth  was  now 


•  2  Sam.  II.  8, 9.  t  1  Sam.  xtlv.  81,  ». 

;  2  Sam.  II.  i. 


1 


of  Ish-boshcth,  By  ifae  pradtncc  and  va 
vfhom  David  ontnisted  the  management  of  th 
wnxcd  stronger  and  frtmnger,  nnd  the  house  d| 
weaker  and  wpaker.  And  Uh-bmheth  having  ofil 
on  account  of  one  of  Saul's  concubineji,  the  la^ 
from  him  and  joined  himself  tu  David,  but  wasj 
assassinated  b)'  Juab. 

The  death  of  Abner  is  said  to  hare  fille<l  Ish^ 
Israel  with  apprcliension,  n  feeling,  however, 
Ibingrelated  by  the  sacred  historian en;ihles  us  tog 
however  that  may  be,  it  proved  the  dissolution  of 
Saul, for  Bannah  and  Reohnb,  of  t be  children  of  B<| 
who  wore  captains  of  bands  to  Isli-bosheth,  assM 
prince  whilst  he  was  resting;  on  his  bed  in  the  he^ 
and  having  cut  uffhis  hcad»  they  escaped  and  d 
David  in  Hebron.  That  monarch,  however*  gave' 
difTtirenl  reception  from  what  they  expected,  fbi 
rewarding  them  for  their  tiearherj*  and  villany, 
ately  ronsi^ed  them  both  to  an  it^umimuua  d^j 

Ish-bosheth  reigned  uver  Israel  about  soTen  : 
wbulp,  and  upon  his  death  the  tribes  of  Israel  wei 
in  Hebron,  and  submitte«1  to  his  authority ; 
of  Israel  anointed  him  king  over  tliera. 
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Tilts  prince  was,  no  doubl,  well  prepareil  lu  seize 
apoii   the  ihroiip,   in  consuK^upniv  of  ilm  inlimation 


I 


given  lu  him  by  Ahijah  the  prophet,*  at  the  clufic  of 
the  reign  of  Solomon.  He,  nevertheless,  assumed  ut  6r!it  iho 
^peartnco  of  moderation  and  remonstnuicc ;  fur  baring;  Uwu 
called  out  uf  E>;\'pt,  whither  he  had  lied  frum  the  pre«cace  of 
Bulonion.t  he,  with  all  the  cougregation  of  Israel,  repaired  tu 
Sbochcim  ill  Ephraiin,  where  Rchu1>oani  hul  gone  to  be  pro* 
cUiiiicd  king,  and  ihut.  addresMMl  l)ie  new  munarch,  Reho- 
boani ;  **1hy  father  made  our  yoke  grievous  :  now,  therefore, 
make  thou  llie  gnevom  service  nf  thy  father  and  his  heavy 
yoke  which  he  put  upon  us  lighter,  and  we  will  serve  ti»ee."J: 
Kehubiiuiii  having  unluippily  rejected  lhcudvir«uf  hih  father's 
a^od  counsellors,  and  adopted  the  rash  i«uggesttoiu  uf  his  own 
youthful  i-om|>anionK,  answered  the  people  ruhly,  and  itaid 
unto  them  ;  ^*  My  father  matle  your  yoke  heavy,  and  I  will  add 
to  your  yoke  ;  my  father  altw  chaaliacd  you  with  whips,  but 
1  will  chastine  you  with  scurpiona."§ 

When  all  Umel  taw  that  Kchoboam  hearkened  not  unto 
them,  they  cried.  What  portion  have  we  in  David?  neiltier 
have  wo  inhcrilonro  in  the  aun  uf  Jeitfte :  to  your  tents,  O 
Israel;  now  see  to  thine  own  house,  David.  K»  Israel  de- 
parteil  unto  their  tents.  Rut  ma  iiir  the  children  of  Uracl  which 
dwelt  iutlie  dtiea uf  Judah,  U)'hut>oaiii  reigned  overtboiu.|| 

ReholK'.ira  liAving  sent  Aduruin,  who  wiia  over  llie  tribute, 
to  (juell  the  insurrection,  the  people  stniHM)  him  :  upon  which 

•  1  Klngt.  xl.  SO— W. 

4  1  Klogs,  %\.  40.    ill.  9.        S  Chrop.  x. «. 

:  I  Klof*,  xtl.  ».     a  Chroo.  i.  4. 

\  IKiDp.sn.  14.15      SChroB.  X.  14.  Hm  p.lMk 

H   I  KlRffs,  kU.  10,  17.      2  ChrotUK.  Itt,  17. 


It  irum  mence  ana  oiuil  reoiwi  •  mm  imru^  ^ 
sliuuM  return  to  the  liwwe  of  David  iftheyconri 
to  the  house  of  Jehovah,  at  Jcmsalcm,  to  sacriQ 
two  calves^  ^^  ^°^^  ="**'  pemuatUng  the  people  i 
much  forlhem  to  ^  up  to  Jemsalnn,  said  to  (hi 
Ihy  go<l.s  0  Tsmel.  which  brought  thee  up  outof  1 
lie  »-t  onn  id  Bt'lt»-c1,anrl  the  other  in  Dan.  i 
becamu  a  »in,  fur  the  people  went  to  woisbip  1i^ 
ovcv  unto  Dan.  And  be  made  an  bouse  of  bij 
matle  prieats  of  the  lowest  nf  the  people,  which 
the  sons  of  Levi.     And  Jen»boaui  onlained 
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•  1  Klniifs,  jM.  18—90.  The  Septyaiprittt  bms  it, 
Jaddi  aad  Iknjvnin. 
+  "  This  piece  of  false  policy  was  ihc  ruin  of' 
family  ;  wlilcli,  had  tm  tnisted  la  God,  and  not  In  hi 
would  have  been  eslxbliBlied  Id  the  kingdom  I  Thla  « 
congnquence  of  forsaking  llip  Lord,  and  acl/n^  byrmm 
^Yo  thr  tcii  trlbas  Umtl)-  notice  that  llic  wnrsliip  1« 
ool  plea»lnff  to  blm  ;  wbich  Lhvy  ought  lo  liate  tali«« 
not  to  hitB  juiiiLnl  iu  the  service  oQ  accoaot  of  wo| 
fear  of  persecuiioQ  from  tholr  new  king  ;  to  whom,  thi 
him  the  temporal  power,  he  did  not  gUo  him  the  pol 
relifrion  Minbllslied  by  God  himself ;  andtbodoln^ 
rain  of  bl8  family .  and  for  whlrfl  he  Is  tlrnaUy  bnui4<i 
»-   mo.. .tfl ,IH.  1 
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rif hth  month,  on  th<*  fifteenth  tl:tv  of  the  month.  Hlce  mitn  ihft 
frast  lliat  is  in  .liuhih,  awl  lie  ofTuretl  ii]juii  the  alliir.  80  did 
tie  iu  Both-el,  sacrificing^  unto  the  calves  tliQt  he  had  mude  ; 
tuul  he  placiil  in  Uelh-el  the  priests  of  the  high  plares  which 
he  had  made.  Su  he  uflfereil  upon  the  nllur  which  he  had 
ni»)t>  in  Beth-el,  the  lifieenth  day  uflhe  eighth  month,  even 
in  the  month  which  he  had  devised  (if  his  own  henrl .  and 
ontained  a  fr«sst  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  and  he  offered 
upon  the  altar,  and  burnt  incense.* 

Jehovah,  Imwever,  flehlom  h'avt^  himself  wilhiMit  a  witnessf 
in  the  midut  uf  midni^it  darkuest,  in  order  that  the  wicked 
may  be  left  willtout  exrufte,  and  every  mouth  stoppwl  l»efo^^ 
Ooil.^  Thus  Ix'foro  (he  judg'ments  were  to  fall  U|M>n  Jeroboam 
and  bis  pogtority,  God  saw  fit  to  warn  him  by  a  special  in- 
c1irati<in  of  \m  divine  displeasure.  For  this  ptrpfise  Ik*  sent 
a  man  of  Gud,  a  prophet,  from  Juduh  unto  Belh-cl,  and 
whiUl  Jeroboam  stood  by  the  altar  which  he  had  lately 
erected  there  to  bum  incense,  the  prophet  bure  this  direct 
testimony  againnt  the  altar  and  all  who  were  connected  with 
it;  **0  altar,  altar,  Ihosratth  Jehu>ah;  behold,  a  child  shall 
be  burn  unto  the  house  of  David,  Joitiah  by  name  ;  and  u|>ou 
thoe  ftliaU  he  offer  the  priests  of  the  tugii  places  that  bum 
Incense  npoDtbce,  and  man's  bones  shall  bo  burnt  upon  thw." 
And  he  ^vc  n  sign  the  saisA  ^y,  saying;  This  is  (he  ngn 
which  Jebovah  halb  spoken ;  iK'bold,  the  oliar  slmll  be  rent, 
and  the  ashes  that  are  upon  it  shall  be  poured  out.g 

JerolKtam  onrage<l  at  this  proceeding,  stretched  out  his 
hand  and  cried  to  hit  people,  to  lay  hold  of  the  man  of  God. 
Then  it  waii  tliai  Jehovah  exhibited  his  power  and  mnjenty, 
Ibr  the  hand  of  Jeruboani  was  dried  up,  su  iliat  he  could  nut 
draw  it  to  him  u^nip,  but  reiuatne<l  a  visible  munuiucnt  to 


1  KlsfS,  xll.  Sfr- 
t  Rooi.  111.  \0. 


m.  f  Acts.  xW.  17. 

4  I  Klagi,  sUl.  t— 1 
3a 


asked  the  prophet  to  intreat  the  face  of  Jehovah? 
pray  for  hint,  that  dig  hand  might  t>e  restored 
and  the  mail  of  Grid  lM<soiight  Jchnrah.  and  the  kj 
vas  restored  to  him  a^in,  and  became  as  it  w^ 

The  sacred  writer  infunns  us,   that  God 
charged  the  propliet  that  be  should  cat  no  broiR 
wali-r  during  his  absence,  uur  reluni  hutne  by  tlifl 
that  he  went ;  and  the  melancholy  result  shews  hci 
a  thing:  it  u  \o  disobey  the  c^immands    of  the  ] 
heaven  and  earth,  "round  about  whuii)  arc  clui 
ness,  and  the  habitattun  of  whose  throne  ara| 
and  judgmeut."^ 

Accordingly,  to  a  soliciiatiun  from  Jerob 
with  hini  and  refresh  himseir,  and  accept 
returned  the  moiit  positive  refutAl,  grounded  , 
commandment  of  his  God,  and  aet  out  on  his  fi 
Beth-el  to  Judah  by  anolhci  way,  and  so  far  all  w«| 
there  dwelt  an  old  prophet  in  Ik'th-el,  whose  •( 
informed  him  of  the  transactioDS  of  the  man  of  i 
Juda}],  he  was  anxious  to  see  him,  and  having  ■ 
ass,  went  after  him  and  found  him  sitting  under  an 
upon  the  ground  of  bis  being  a  prophet  like  himaoj 
^Q^^^pd  vision  of  an  angfl,  be  overL-arupJ 
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The  pover  of  God  was  now  displtyed,  for  the  old  prophet 
of  Rt*lb-el  mas  ronstrained  to  hi^cnnin  himself  tlM>  messeift^eFi 
of  divine  wrath  upon  the  man  of  God,  fur  that  very 
offence  whirh  he  hul  himself  induced  him  to  commit; 
'*And  it  cnmD  to  pass  ns  thoy  sat  ot  the  table,  that  tho 
woni  of  Jehovah  came  unto  the  prophet  that  brought 
him  back :  and  be  cried  onto  the  man  of  Gwl  that  came 
from  Judah,  saying;  Thus  sailh  Jehovah,  F«>raamuch 
as  Ihou  haul  dl8o))eyed  the  mouth  of  Jehovah,  and  bast  not 
kept  the  runimnndmcnt  which  Jehovah  thy  God  commanded 
thee,  but  ram«at  buck,  and  hast  eaten  bread  and  drunk  water 
in  the  place,  of  the  which  Jehovah  did  sav  to  thee,  Eat  no 
bread,  and  drink  no  water,  thy  carcass  shall  not  come  unto 
the  Bepuk-hre  of  thy  futhcn."  And  it  came  to  pass,  afler  be 
bad  eaten  bread,  and  after  he  had  drunk,  that  he  saddled  for 
bim  the  aas,  to  wit,  fur  the  prophet  whom  he  had  brought 
back.  And  when  be  was  gone,  a  lion  met  him  by  the  way, 
«od  slew  bim,  and  bis  rarcaaa  was  cast  in  the  way; 
ftud  the  aw  stood  by  it ;  Ibc  lion  also  stood  by  the  carcass. 
And,  behold,  men  passed  by,  and  saw  the  carcass  cast  tn  tho  J 
way,  and  the  lion  iitanding  by  the  carcass ;  and  they  ramo 
and  told  it  in  the  cily  where  ihe  old  propltet  dwell. 

And  when  Ihe  pniphw  that  brought  him  back  from  the  wa^| 
hennt  iherraf,  he  wiid,  It  in  the  m<in  uf  God  who  wasdtsobtv' 
dient  untu  the  wurd  uf  Jehovah;  tben>forr>,  Jehovah  li»i)i  cUv 
livered  him  unto  tho  lion,  which  bath  loni  him,  and  slain  bim«| 
according  lo  the  word  of  Jehovah,  which  he  spake  unto  him. 
Al>d  he  qiake  to  his  sons,  saying-,  Saddle  me  Ihe  a^e,  and 
lh«y  Bftddlod  him.     And  he  went  and  fuund  his  carcass  cast 
in  the  way,  and  the  aw  and  ibe  lion  slanding  by  tho  carcass: 
the  lion  had  not  estm  tbe  carous,  nof  torn  th«  aa.     And 
the  prophet  took  up  tbecaitaaiof  ibe  man  of  God,  and  laid  it 
u|»on  Ihe  nss,  and  brought  it  back  :  and  the  old  propht-i  came 
lu  the  city  to  niuiim  and  to  bury  him.    And  he  laid  bis  csr- 


Lj  my  Dones  oeuuc  niu  iiuue» ;  lur  uie  srjuii;  i*au 
by  the  word  of  Jehovah  itgainst  the  sltnr  in  Bd 
Bgaiost  all  the  houses  uf  Ih^  high  places  which  , 
cilics  of  Samaria,  shall  surely  come  to  pass.* 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  so  signal  an  i 
the  divine  judgment  would  have  induced  the 
monan-h  lo  retrace  his  steps;  but  so  far  fruDi  tba 
bis  aous.  bad  cast  off  the  Leviics  from  executiag  t] 
office  UDto  Jehovah,  made  tbe  lowest  of  ItiB  pcopl^ 
the  high  places,  ajid  for  the  devilrf  and  for  llie  call 
he  bad  made,  and  in  fact  ronsecralcd  for  tlitii  sm: 
whoever  was  willing  to  undertake  it.  And 
became  sin  unto  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  even  to  { 
to  di'stroy  it  from  off  (he  face  of  Ibo  cHrlJi.§ 


•  1  Kings,  xiii.  11—^9. 

t  Idols  rosenblln^  goats.  Aiisvlm  Baylcy  oa  9Chroa.  x 

Bee  LcT.xTli.  17. 

}  *'  Tlie  cherubim  of  ihe  temple  and  the  nWes  of  IHn  «j 

were  both  hicro^yplucal  Agares.    The  one,  of  Owl's  I 

the  other,  of  man's.  Id  direct  ccDtraTeniioD  of  the  tteottA 

merit.    Tbe  cherub  was  a  oompouDd  S^ure  ;  the  calf,  aln 

boam,  therofore.  and  hia  sabjcets  vtre  oniurlana.    Aa| 

deftcemlanu  addetl  to  the  Idolatry  of  the  eilves.  the  wor«(i 

ihMi  becaoM  matorialiaia.    For  the  mo«l  miuitni  i 


JEROBOAM    I. 


iBfT 


Wondprful  is  the  mercy  and  forbearance  of  God,  eTen 
(nwardft  hardfiitHl  tnipenilonls;  for  notwithstanding  the  UM'I 
conduct  of  Jeroboam,  whirh  might  well  have  dpserved  z 
devouriug^  firv  from  the  presence  of  Jehovah,  another  judg- 
ment was  iuHicicd  upon  him  as  a  warning  (o  forsake  his  sin, 
in  the  visiution  of  bis  son  Abijah  with  a  sore  sickness. 

Althou^fh  Jeroboam  well  knew  that  ho  had  forsaken  God, 
and  was  still  |>erHisling  in  a  roiinc  of  iniquitous  rrbcllion  to 
the  <)iviiie  majesty,  yet,  aa  when  his  arm  was  witberedj  aOj 
now  that  he  apprehended  the  loss  of  a  t>eloved  child,  he  va 
well  uwarc  that  there  was  only  one  throne  of  grace,  to  which 
he  could  tt]>ply  in  the  liour  of  necessity.  He  did  not  there* 
fi>re  ai^ply  to  any  of  his  own  priests,  or  ofler  up  burnt  oflerings 
uo  his  own  altars  in  Beth-cl  or  Dan,  but  sent  his  wife  in  dis* 
guise  to  Shilob,  with  a  present  to  Ahijah  the  prophet,  who 
liad  foreiohl  his  exaltation,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  tho 
child  should  live  or  die. 

Notwithstanding  (he  Tenerahlc  prophet  was  blind  from  old 
■ge,  being  forewarned  of  God,  ho  immediately  knew  Jero- 
boam's wife,  and  thus  addreasc<l  her.  Come  in,  thou  wife  of 
Jeroboam,  Why  feigneet  thou  thyself  to  be  another?  For  1 

I  itent  to  thee  with  heavy  liftings.    Go,  tell  Jeroboam,  Tims 
^flUth  Jehovah,  the  Cod  of  Israel :  Forasmuch  as  1  ei.alled  tlieo 
ttittn  among  the  fwople,  and  made  their  princ«  over  my  poo|i 
el,  and  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the  house  of  David, 

I  gave  it  thee;  antl  yet  thou  bast  not  been  as  my  servant 
David,  who  kept  my  comroandments,  and  who  followed  mo 
with  all  his  heart,  to  do  that  only  which  was  right  in  mino 
«ycs ;  but  hast  done  evil  above  alt  that  were  l>efore  thee :  for 
fhou  hast  gone  and  made  ihee  other  goda,  and  molii'n  imagctya 
to  provoke  mo  to  anger,  and  hasl  r-iul  mo  behind  thy  back:  < 
thereAire,  behold,  1  will  bring  ovil  upon  the  booae  of  Jero- 
lH>am,  and  will  cut  off  froni  Jeroboam  every  male,  and  him 
that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Ururl,  and  win  tak«  away  tho 

30  8 


fuvl  enter  into  tho  city,  the  child  shall  dl^^H^ 
shuU  inoiim  fur  liitn,  am)  bury  bini;  fur  ha  only  «| 
aball  comu  to  the  grave,  liecause  in  him  there  is  || 
g^od  tiling,  toward  Jehovah,  the  GotI  of  Israel,  in  (i| 
Jeroboam,  Moreover,  Jehovah  shall  raisi*  him  I 
over  Israel,  who  shall  cut  00* tho  house  o(  Jerubuaq 
hut  what  ^  oven  now.  For  Jehovnh  aliall  mtiit*  ^ 
reed  is  stiakeu  in  tlic  water,  und  he  shall  Mot  tip  || 
Ibis  good  land  which  be  gave  to  iheir  falliers,  aud  ; 
ter  them  beyond  the  river,  became  they  have  nj 
l^ves,  provoking  Jehovah  to  anger.  And  he 
Israel  up  Ijccausi^  of  the  bins  of  Jeroboam,  uho  itj 
who  inado  Israel  to  sin.  And  Jeroboam's  wife 
(lepvled,  and  came  to  Tir/ab ;  and  when  she  cat 
threshold  of  the  door,  the  child  died;  and  they  b^ 
and  all  Israel  moumod  fur  him.*  < 

But  Jcruboani  was  soon  destined  to  experietice  | 
cidcd  proof  uf  God's  wrath,  and  which  no  doubt  ■ 
him  u  fulfilment  of  the  denuneialion  of  Ahij«bS{ 
having  been  wars  between  Uchuboani  and  Jerobo^ 
Uvc»,f  on  the  death  of  the  former,  Abijali,^  his  s{| 
bled  an  army  of  four  hundred  thousand  chooea  | 
Joroboam  prepared  duubk-  that  uunilx-r,  miirht^'  mvqj 
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Uid  its  Ipftder;  "  Hear  me,  thou  Jeroboam,  and  all  tarAdjj 
outrhl  ye  not  to  know  thnt  .)fbov»h,thoGoilorisnii>l,g:»Tethe  ' 
kin£ilnni  nviT  Unicl  to  Dftvii)  for  over,  even  to  him  ami  to  his 
Minn  hv  11  ruvenant  of  salt?   Yet  Jerobotuii,  (he  son  of  Nebnii 
the  siTrant  of  Salomon,  the  Hon  of  Oavifl,  is  risen  up  and 
hath  n'liolled  Rgniusl  hi*  lord.    Anil  thert*  an'  ^'athered  unto 
hirn  xii'ia  men,  the  childn^n  of  Bflial,  and  have  stn^n^hened 
themselves  against   Kchoboaiii,  (he  sou  of  Solomon,  when 
Kehobuam  was  young^  and  tender-hearted,  and  could  nol 
witbtftnnd  (hem.     And  now  re  think  lo  vithxtand  the  king- 
dom  of  Jehuvah  in    the  hand  of  (be   sons  of  Daviil ;  and 
y«  bo  a  great  multitude,  and  ihoro  are  with   you    golden 
calves,  whirh  JerolKnm  matio  you  for  gods.     Have  ye  not 
cast  out  the  priests  of  Jehovah,  the  sons  of  Aaron,  and  the 
Leviles,  and  have  made  you  priests  aflcr  the  manner  of  the 
nations  of  other  laniU  ^  so  that  whosoever  rometh  to  coosocrato 
himself  Hilh  a  yotint;  bullock  and  scvcu  rams,  tbesame  Day 
be  a  prie:%t  iif  them  that  art*  no  gods.     But  ns  for  us,  JcboTab| 
ta  our  (*itd,  anil  we  have  nol  forsaken  him ;  and  the  priests 
which  minister  tinlu  Jehorab,  are  the  sons  of  Aaron,  and  the 
l>e¥i(e8  wait  upon  their  business ;  and  tber  hum  unto  Jeho*  j 
vah,  nvrry  muming^  and  evcrj'  ovenin;t.  burnt  sacrifices  and' 
■weei  inrrnw;  thoshewbn^d  also  set  they  in  order  upon  the 
pore  table,  and  the  candlestick  of  gold  with  thi>  laniiM  thereof, 
lo  bum  cTctj  ercoing,  lor  wo  keep  the  charge  of  Jfihuvali, 
onr  Goil ;  but  ye  have  fnrtaken  Inm.    And  behold,  God  him- 
NeJf  is  ttiib  us  for  our  captain,  and  his  primts  with  suundinf , 
Inimpets  lo  ay  alma  ugainst  you.    O  children  of  Isncl^J 
tight  ye  not  against  Jebovah,  the  God  of  your  lathen,  for  jo 
Khali  not  prosper."* 

Jeroboam  endeavoured  to  avail  himself  of  ihja  delay,  by 
|ilunting  au  auibusciMlc   l>ehiad  the  Jewish  nrmy,  so  that 
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Abijah  found  the  Israelites  in  great  force,  botfa  in  his  I 
and  rear,  and  tbe  battle  raged  all  round  them.  Id 
dilemma,  the  host  of  Judab  cried  unto  Jehorah,  and  thepr 
sounded  with  the  trumpets ;  and  as  the  men  of  Judah  gi 
shout,  God  smote  Jeroboam  and  all  Israel,  and  th^  fled  bt 
Judab:  and  God  delivered  them  into  their  hand. 
Abijah  and  his  people  slew  them  with  a  great  slaughter 
there  fell  down  slain  of  Israel  five  hundred  thousand  cb 
men.  Thus  tbe  children  of  Israel  were  broog^ht  under  at 
time,  and  the  cbildreo  of  Judah  prevailed  becanae  they  n 
npoa  Jehovah,  tbe  God  of  tbeir  fathers.  And  Alnjah  pur 
after  Jeroboam  and  took  cities  from  him ;  Bethel,  with 
towns  thereof,  and  Jesbanah,  with  the  towns  thereof, 
Ephraim  with  the  towns  tbereoC  Neither  did  Jerob 
recover  strength  again  in  the  days  of  Abijah.* 

Jeroboam  reigned  twenty-two  years  over  tbe  ten  tr 
.of  Israel,  when  God  struck  Mm,  and  he  died,  and  he  > 
with  his  &ther8,t  and  was  suceeded  by  his  son. 


A.C. 
054. 


P 


fiOl 
BAASHA. 

Immediately  after  this  ronnarch  assumed  ilirmyal 
iiulhurity,  ho  kmoto  all  the  liouseuf  JiToItuain  ;  ht>  left 
not  tu  Jerubuum  any  that  breaibcd,  until  he  hud  des- 
troyed htm,  accurilin^  iinlu  the  sayiag  which  Jehovah  spake 
bj  his  lervant  Ahijah,  tlm  Shikmitc,  becaiuu!  of  tho  Bins  of  1 
Jeroboam  which  he  suuiei],  and  made  Israel  siii^  by  hia  pro* 
vocaliou*  wherewith  he  pruvoked  Jcborah,  the  God  of  Israel, 
to  auger.* 

Tbe  intematiuDul  war  continued  between  tlie  houses  of 
Jndah  and  Israel  all  tho  reign  of  this  monan'h,  during  which 
Boaftha  caiiie  up  against  Judah, and  built  Ramab,  to  the  Intent 
Ihat  he  might  let  noiw  go  oat  or  como  in  to  Asa,  kii^of 
Judah.f 

Being  sore  preaed,  however,  by  the  king  of  Israel,  Asa  \ 
formed  a  league  with  Benhadad,  king  of  StTia,  who  then 
resided  at  DuiuanMrus,  and  prevailed  on  that  monarch  tu  invade 
the  cities  of  liiTLcl,  Ijon,  Dan,  and  Aliel-maim,  and  all  the 
store  citie!^  of  Naphlali;  npoa  which   Baasha  dc&isted  from 
hia  pur{>OM'  uf  buildin;;  Kantah,  and  withdrew  hi8  army,  when 
Am  lii'niolit^hiKl  the  place  and  carried  away  the  stones  of  J 
llniDah  Euid  the  timber  thereof,  aul  therewith  built  Gebaof' 
lienjaniin  and  Mizpnh.^    It  wa«  pgrobahly  upon  this  occasion 
dial  Aia  dug  the  pit  or  trmcb    which  is  i^ken  uf  by  the 
prophet  Jer«mtab.§ 

Boa^  having  reigned  twnnty-liMir  yearn  orer  Israel, 
and  done  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehnvah,  and  walked  in 
the  way  of  Jeroboam,  the  word  uf  Jehovah  nunn  to  Jehu, 

■  I  King*,  XT.  90.  aO. 

t '2Chro».iTi.  1.  Tlie  rrxvoo  ofwliteh  wii,  iMlhitsnbjoclB  ibottM 

rolura  loihelr  allvK'"c«,lo  tbs  heau  of  JiuUh. 

t  2  Cliron.  svl.  9—0.     1  Kinir«.  xf.  \7^^. 

^  Jer.  %\\.  0.     A.  CUrke  tay»  It  wat  %o,  tmi  lliat  It  was  a  eUtcfD  or 

rrscTToir  for  water,  for  the  soi^ply  of  the  |>Imc. 


ELAH. 


ZIBIRI. 


the  son  of  Hanani,*  against  bim,  saying- ;  Foraamoc 
I  exalted  thee  out  of  the  dust,  and  made  thee  prince  ora 
people  Israel ;  and  tbou  hast  walked  in  the  way  of  Jenfa 
and  hast  made  my  people  Israel  to  gin,  to  provoke  me  to  i 
with  their  sins:  behold,  1  will  take  away  the  posteri 
Baasfaa,  and  the  posterity  of  his  house;  and  wiU  maki 
house  like  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat.  Bin 
diedi  of  Baasha  in  the  ci^,  shall  the  doga  eat ;  and  Mn 
dieth  of  his  in  the  fields,  shall  the  fowls  of  tbe  air  eaLf 
Soon  after  this  denunciation,  Baasha  slept  witi 
Others,  and  was  buried  in  Tirzah,  where  he  had  al 
kept  his  court  ;X  &nd  was  succeeded  by  his  8on,§ 


ELAH. 


This  monarch  was  completely  vicious,  and  h 
reigned  (mly  two  years,  was  assassinated,  wfaib 
state  of  intoxication,  at  the  house  of  Arza,  his  stei 

at  Tirzah,  by  ZimTi,  otie  of  his  officers,  ivlio  usu 


A.C. 

930. 
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dl  maftrr,  lie  did  eril  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah  by  walking  in 
the  way  of  Jcrol>onm,*  The  Israelites  were  besieging  Gib- 
Iwtbon,  in  the  lot  of  Diin»  but  then  in  the  poasession  of  tba 
Thilislines,  at  the  time  that  Ziniri  slew  Elah;  and  when  the 
truopK  hoard  of  that  transaction,  they  immediately  elected 
Onirif  the  general  who  commanded  the  besieging  army,  and 
initdu  htm  king  over  Israel  on  the  spot.  Immediately  after 
which,  Omri  broke  up  the  siege  and  marchnl  with  bis  troops 
1o  bcsii^v  Zimri  in  the  royal  palace  at  Tirzah.  And  when 
Zimri  saw  that  (he  city  was  taken,  he  set  fire  lo  the  palace  and 
was  consumed  in  the  coiiAagratioo  which  cruacd.*}* 


OMRI 


_         Did  not  establish  himself  in  the  throne  of  Israel 
A  C 
/rV  '    without  some  difliodly,  for  the  nation  becuroo  divided, 

*     and  one  half  of  them  wiahod  tu  make  TLbni,  the 

of  Giiiath,  their   king ;    but   Omri    having  succeeded 

In  deleating  his  comptitor,  was,  by  his  death,  confirmed  in 

the  throne,  t 

After  reigning  six  years  in  Tirzah,  he  bought  the  hill  of 

Samana  from  Shemer  for  two  talents  of  silver,  and  erected 

therein  a  city  which  he  named  Samnria,  after  Shemer  the 

former  proprietor.!     Having  reigned   six  years  longer  io 

Saraario,  and  during  the  whole  time  wrought  evil  in  the  eyes 


•  1  Kio^  iTl.  10.        t  I  Khigt,  xvl.  tO»l& 
:  1  Klpfs,  xvi.fil.sa. 
4  I  Rings,  xvl.  M,  M.   See  also  Wilson'i  TravrU,  vol.  I.  S70.  and 
fM  A.  Clarke  (In  loeo)  as  to  the  actual  oane  (Shomcr)  add  lb«  lils 
and  hUlory  of  ihli  plscc. 
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or  this  prince  U  is  teconled  that  ht>  d 
sight  of  Jehovah,  alxive  nil  that  were  bcfi 
thai,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Itg^ht  ihing  for  fajj 
the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  N^elMl,  be  | 
Jezebul,  the  daughter  uf  KthbBal,+  iLiog  of  tl| 
and  went  and  stTvcd  Boid,  and  wurshippcd  liim 
up  an  altar  for  Baal,  in  the  house  of  Baal,  whicfe 
in  Samaria,  lie  also  made  a  grove,  and  did  mol 
Johovah,  the  Gud  of  Israel,  to  anger,  than  a3\ 
Isniul  thai  wen;  befun:  him.§ 

The  prophel  Elijah,  whom  we  now  ivatl    ofi 
time,  was  sent  to  denounce  to  A  hah  tliat  Ihcr^ 
famine  in  Israel,  and  that  there  should  be  neH 
rain  unlit  he  besought  Jeho>'ah  for  it.||     The 
iouucdiatelv'sont  by  God  to  ihc  hrook  Cberith,  bi 


*  Tbis  noDarch  wbi — 1.  Aa  iilolatM-  in  prioei|ite.  | 
ia  practice.  S.  lie  U-d  the  puople  to  idolatry  by  pr«c«| 
Aod  i.  Which  was  that  in  lio  did  wurse  than  all  befon 
ataMet  ia  favour  of  Idolatry,  and  obliged  tbe  p«oi 
commit  ili    MIcah.  t1.10.  I 

t  I  Kiiiifi,  xTi.  e5-»9,  ] 

^^^tbbnal  or  llbobalun,  king  of  Tyre,  who  liad  S 
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wh'^ro  he  waa  miraculnuslr  providerl  by  rnrcna*  with  bread  < 
mnl  flejili  twice  in  tlio  duy,  aiitl  tlraiik  frmii  tliu  liruuk.f 

The  brouk  lia\iiig  drietl  up  through  want  uf  zaia,  God 
(HnvtfHl  ih'"'  pmphcl  tu  tnivel  to  Zarrphath,^  which  beloii{;eH 
1o  Ztdnn,  uhnrH  ho  had  cummimdi-'il  a  widow  woman  to 
Hiietatn  him.  Su  far  from  this  poor  woman  being  firovided 
with  any  human  means  of  supplnn^  tlie  uorrssities  uf  Elijah* 
he  found  li«r  and  an  only  child,  siitffriiiK  ihe  extremity  of^ 
wane  and  drprivatina  thrnii;sh  till*  facnine;  for  she  itaid,  As 
Jehovah,  thy  God  iircth,  1  have  n(»t  a  cake,  but  an  handful 
of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  litlle  oil  in  a  erase,  and  iKhuld,  I  j 
am  g^ilieri%'  two  clicks,  that  I  ni.iy  f<>  In  and  dr4>Si4  it  fur  mo 
and  my  sun,  lliat  we  may  rat  it,  uiid  die.  Bui  l^lijah  said  to 
ber.  Fear  uut ;  gu,  and  du  as  ifaou  ha»t  said :  but  make  uui 
tikereof  Q  little  cake  fint,  and  bring;  it  aolo  uie,  and  aftnr 
make  for  iheo  and  fur  thy  suo.  Fur  thus  saith  Jehovah,  the 
God  of  Israel,  the  banvl  of  meat  sliall  not  waste,  neither  shall  i 
the  cniie  of  oil  foil,  until  the  day  that  J>>huvuh  &cuih)lii  rain 
uprrti  llie  earth.  And  she  went  and  did  according  to  the 
Ijring  of  Elijah  :  and  sIm*.  and  he,  ajid  her  hoiMO  did  e.il 
ly  days.  And  the  barrel  of  meal  wasted  not,  ncilhex  did 
the  ctwe  of  oil  fail,  according  to  the  word  of  Jehovah,  which 
b^  apake  by  Elijah.^ 

The  genuine  wrvanta  of  GimI  aro  mro  tu  carry  a  blessing 
with  ihcm  whiTt-ver  they  go;  and  those  who  shew  Uiem  kind- 


» 


*  I  letaiii  ih«  eomtpmi  hlpa  accurdlng  (o  ourtranilatiun,  altbmi|rh 
I  Bin  not  l^orxitl  thai    A- Clarke  auil  olben  iiiellne  iu  Ibr  ojiiulon 
that  not  nvmt.  or  bird*  vf  any  kloU,  bat  Ibe  Orblni,  or  the  litltaUi* 
ualBofa  placecalltdOrbo.  arclntntded.— A.  Clarke  Id  looo. 
t  I  Kingn,  ffH.8— 7. 

X  Now  Sarphis;  Mr.  Miundn-lt,  wbo  vithrd  It,  deaerlbci  It  u 

Irenilitlnft  of  ■  frw  hooici  only ,  oa  iha  tApa  of  the  niotinialni.  It  Ilea 
bcltrreo  Tyre  anil  Zlilon. 
t  1  KI»K«.  Kid.  B— 10. 
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ness,  aUhongh  uncons<^iuUHly,  seldom    fail  of  trap 
reward.      If  this   widow    had    ttot    uiTordrd    shelter 
prophet. moat  probably  she  and  her  son  would  have  | 
like  llie  thouwinds  of  TJciiim  whom  this  famiap 
btit  now  her  barrel  u(  tneal  wasted  not,   nor  did  ber  * 
oil  fail.     Her  sun,  honever,   fell  sick,    and  diiil; 
widow,  who  seemed  cuiisciotii  nf  some  secret  bin,*  ifc 
the  death  of  her  son  was  a  judgment  from  GmI.      Bod 
restored  her  child  bv  a  iiiiracle,  wheu    his   mutbcr 
lan^uacfe  of  graterul  failh  cvclaimed,  Now  t>y  this  I  kiw«^ 
thou  art  a  man  of  God,  ntid  that  the  word  of  Jehor^iil 
mouth  is  frutb.f 

The  famine  had  now  lasted  three  ycsirs,   and  the  <■•/ 
was  no  doubt  reduced  to  the  last  extremity,   fur  (he 
was  ver*  sorc.J:     God  had  contcolcd  the  prophet  Efiji 
that  time,  as  well  prolxibly  to  prevent  any  applirati 
him  for  relief,  as  to  sereeii  him  fron)  the  pen^cutiuii  i 
and  Je/eliel,  for  it  seems  elearthat  furRnnte  purpc»i<ar4 
Ahab   had   made  every  exertion  to   discover    bim.^ 
howerer,  Jehovah  commnuded  the  prophet  to  shew  I 
unto  Ahab,  and  lie  would  send  rain  (){>on  the  earth, 
extremity  is  alwaj-s  God's  opportunity  ;  and  thiis  it  p« 
the  present  instaiiee,  for  this  eomuiand  was  g^ivcn  jwl'* 
time  when  Ahab.  in  the  niniost  anxiety,  h.id  ealled  i 
the  governor  of  his  huiu^,  and  said  to  hhn  ;   Go  into  I 
unto  all  fountains  of  water,  and  unto  all  brooks,  < 
we  nmy  6nd  \^ms&  to  save  the  horses  and  mules  aUfC^  I 
we  lose  not  all  the  beasts.|| 

Although  a  courtier  an<l  in  the  service  of  Ahab 
was  a  g<>od  man,  and  feared  Jehovah  i;pvaily ;   and  <il 

•  I  Kings,  Mil.  18.  t   1  King*.  x,ii.  17— SI- 

{  1  Kings,  «»lil.  1.  ^  I  Kings,  xviil.  |o. 

I  1  King*,  xTiil.  1—4. 
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lily  L-xcrn)|iUHo(l  byspcreting  one  hondrfd  nml  fifh' of  iIip 
iropheU  of  Jrlmviih  in  a  cave,  and  feeding  ihem  whli  br«id 
nd  water  al  a  ntutneni  of  amere  perscnitiun,  wljcn  Jezfbt?!, 
Ii4*  Zidonian  wife  uf  Aliah,  was  |HT>ecutii)g  and  destroying 
icm  ibruu^hotit  ihe  land.* 

It  was  the  will  of  God  ihut  Elijah  should  first  r>f  all  on- 

uunler  Ubadiah^uhu  immeiliately  ffll  on  his  face  cxclaimiuf;-. 

rl    ihoM    that    my   locd    Elijah  ?    Iherel>y    tcHlifyiiif;    his 

I  alike  for  his  iierum  and   character.     Elijah  having; 

irderi.Hl  him,  willi  iln^  authority  of  a  prophet  of  Cod,  to  gu 

loll  Aliab,  llt^hold  Elijah  is  here!  Obadtah  was  ularDie<l 

said.  What   have  1  tinned,  that  tl>ou  wouldesl  deliver 

hy  servant  into  IhK  hands  of  Ahab,  to  iclny  me  ?  Ai  Jehovah, 

hv  HchI  li\rth,  there  is  no  untioii  nr  kingdom  whither  my 

lord  hath  not  sent  to  seek  Ihec:  and  when  they  said.  He  is 

Ino!  there,  he  took  an  oalh  of  the  kingdom  and  nation,  that 

titey  fiiuiiil  tlicc  not.    And  now  Ihou  bayesi,  Go,  (ell  ihy  lord. 

Behold,  Elijah  is  here.     And   i(  Khali  come  lo  pasa,  i^  >«m 

M  I  am  gone  from  thee,  that  Ihe  spirit  of  Jehovah  shall  carry 

thee  whither  1  know  not :  and  so  when  1  come  and  tell  Ahab, 

•nd  he  cannot  find  tlhv,  he  shall  slay  me;  but  I  thy  serranl 

IvAT  Jeliovah  fmm  my  youth.f 

Elijah  having  fiolemiily  divUrrd  that  it  was  his  purpose  to 
fehew  hiiDself  to  Ahab  upmi  that  occauon,  Obadiah  lud  aside 
Itis  npprebeiMtofU  and  infunuLnl  his  aoverctgn,  who  imme* 
ilialely  came  to  tneet  Elijah.^ 

Me  come,  however,  in  a  hud  Mptrit,  for  an  soon  tfl  he  saw 
liini  he  said,  .\rt  thou  he  (hat  Irmibleth  Israel  ?  to  which  the 
|)rophel  indignantly  replied,  I  have  not  truibleil  lane],  hut 
tliou  and  thy  liither'a  booae,  in  that  ye  have  foraakm  lb« 

]• 

*  I  Kl0K«,  Xflli.  S.  4. 

t  1  Kitiftt,  XTlIi.  7~1«.  t  1  Klan.  XTlU.  Id. 

St  2 


568 


AHiS. 


coinmandmenls  of  Jthovah,  and  ihoii  htiHt  folluwcil  Pa 
Now,  therefore,  send  and  gather  tu  mc  all  Israel  onto  i 
fCiiniicIt  and  the  prophets  of  BanI,*  four  bundrod  AotlJ 
and  thn  prophets  of  the  groves.t  foui'  hnndcvd,  wbidK 
Jezebel's  luble.^ 

Cowed  by  the  anthorily  of  the  prophet,  Ahab  bcafi 
lo  comply  with    his   eominand ;  and  having    as 
nutinn  and  the  prophets  ufBual  on  Mount  Cariuel,  1 
addressefl  them ;   How  long  hah  ye  belwacn  two  opiDia 
If  Jebovah  be  God  follow  bira ;  but  if  Baal  ibea  fbOov 
And  the  people  answered  him  not  a  word.  Then  said  ' 
unto  the  people,  1^  even  1  only,  remain  a  prophet  uf  Ji>ti 
but   baai'B  prophets  are  four  hnndred  and  fifty 
th^m,  therefore,  gfive  us  two  bullocks;  and  lot  tht 
onebulloek  fiir  themselves,  and  cut  it  In  pieces,  and  Hrl 
wood,  and  put  no  (ire  under;  and  I  will  dress  the  otbct  1 
lock,  and  lay  it  on  wood,  and  put  no  Arc  nndcr  ;  and  i 
on  the  name  of  your  fods,  and  I  will  rail  on  tbe 
Jehovah ;  and  the  God  that  aoswcrcth  by  fire,  Wt  him  b«  1 
And  nil  (he  people  answered  and  aud.  It   is  %r«|| 
And  Elijah  said  uDto  the  prophets  of  Baitl,  Choose ; 
hultork  foryuurnclvcs  and  dress  if  first,  for  je  are 
call  on  the  nnnie  of  your  gxids,  but  put  no  fire  under. 
they  took  the  bullock    which   was  given  1ll«^^    and 
dressed  it,  and  tbey  called  on  the  name  of  Baal,  fkvMi  i 
iiig  even  iindl  noon,  sjtyin^.  O  Bnal,  hear  ub.      But  i 
n-as  no  voice,  nor  any  that  answered.     And  they  leapadl 


*  Apollo,  cr  ihe  Sun.  f  OrVcnot, 

:  I  Kiogs,  XTJil.  IR.  ID. 

^  THierfi  was  [tMulior  (iropricly  in  Elijah'^  mahlnK  flr«  lb*  1 

Ms  inleoded  miracle ;  tor  »§  Apollo  wkk  the  trod  nf  (irr,  ■  MU 

|troilucInf  ttiit  elrtnenl  io  tlir  timr  of  nrcil,  wa»  th«  be«t  cr 

the  vwlty  of  his  worsliip. 
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llio  nltar  uhicli  uas  mnilc*  Aiirl  U  raine  to  pAoi  ut  noon, 
lliiit  Elijali  mocked  theiu,  and  saM,  Cry  aloud,  for  he  is  a 
^d:  either  lie  is  lalktn<;,  ur  lit-  U  [nirsiiing,  or  he  is  iu  it 
jouritpy,  or  peradvenlure  he  sWpelh  and  nm»\  he  awaked.f 
And  ihi^y  cried  aloud,  and  rut  ihomiu^lves  nfliT  their  mannt'r 
U'illi  kiiivi^  and  lancets,  (ill  tht^bluod  <^ti)iliod  out  upon  ihcm. 
And  il  cauiR  to  pass,  when  luid-day  wan  past,  and  they  pru- 
pheAiMl  until  the  time  of  tho  offering  of  the  evening  sacrifice, 
that  then-  was  neither  voice,  nor  any  to  answer,  nor  any  that 
re;;-arded.  And  Elijah  said  unto  all  the  poople.  Come  near 
unto  tne.  And  all  the  piitple  rante  near  unto  him.  And  Ha 
rrpatreil  the  altar  of  Jehovah  that  ivas  hrokcn  down.  And 
Elijah  took  twelve  stones,  according  to  the  miinher  of  tho 
frilx.'s  of  (he  sons  of  Jacob,  unlo  whom  the  word  of  Jehovah 
came,  saying,  Israel  ahal)  be  thy  luime:  and  with  the  stones 
he  huill  an  altar  in  the  name  of  Jehovah  'X  and  he  made  a  I 
trcuch  al>unt  llie  altar,  as  great  as  would  contain  two  measures 
of  Ked.     And  he  put  the  wood  iu  order,  and  cut  the  bullock 

*  "A  bcAthrn  priest,  a  hlgb  priest  nrRuHhoo.tiRiiheco  jnst  thew- 
tug  fl)I>  llir  manner  in  whldi  tb«y  <JaiKt?  and  jump  up  ami  <lown  from 
•l(l»  to  siiltf,  tw'iMinjt  HieirbtHlieslnatl  tuannrr  of  way»  wlieitnaklny 
ihetr  ufferlnicfl  to  iheir  <lK»ion  goilt  i  a  pmon  all  tho  while  beating 
furinu«|y  on  a  tam.lom,  nr  ilruin.  lo  txcHv  aoJ  Rustsln  those  rrantle 
■Itituiica  ;  Ixith  at  Ihi*  s«m«  limn  implorinK  tliB  «iiccour  of  their  god, 
frfqurRtly  tn  »nme  sttcli  laitguagc  ai  tlilt— "  O  Idtiiis  bruUiFr  dri  II, 
littflr  roe,  and  receive  my  oflTrring."  To  pirfora  ttwtoMcritlcinI  allt> 
lades,  l)iF)'  have  prnoot  wbo  arc  laaitlil  In  practice  Ihrm  from  their 
earliest  yeara,  aceordliig  lo  ilireclion*  laid  down  U\  rt-liKinua  boulit ; 
and  to  mnkf)  lli«  Joints  and  body  pliant,  toorh  anolnllng  of  the  paria, 
and  meehaulcal  managrmeut,  are  usvd  ;  and  Ibey  have  Maalera  wlioM 
buaineai  It  la  lo  teach  Ihrxo  altitndra  and  coatortlotts,  according  t» 
Ibe  rules  laid  down  in  those  books."— A.  Clarke, 

•f  A.  Ctarkr  liai  made  tliis  addreas  freny  i»d*t4! 

X  Both  Tacites  and  Suetonius  make  ntenliun  of  an  alur  ea  nKwnt 
Cannri,  In  tbe  tiiae  of  Vesfisilan,  which  that  emjieror  went  to  eoa- 
■ull  before  be  was  raised  to  the  purple— A-  Clarke. 
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ki  pieces,  and  laid  bim  on  the  wood,  and  said.  Fill  fou 
trith  water,  and  pour  it  on  the  btimt  sacrifice,  aac 
wood.  And  he  said.  Do  it  the  second  tiflae.  Aad 
it  the  second  time.  And  be  said,  Do  it  the  third  tin 
they  did  it  the  third  time.  And  the  water  ran  a 
altar,  and  be  filled  the  trench  also  with  water.*  And 
to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the  evening  sacri 
£Hjah,  the  prophet,  came  near,  and  said,  Jeborah,  tfa 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  let  it  be  known  this 
thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I  am  thy  semtnt,  a 
have  done  all  these  things  at  thy  word.  Hear  me,  O  . 
hear  me,  that  this  people  may  know  tbatthoa  art  Jeh 
God,  and  that  thou  haat  turned  their  heart  back  agaii 
the  fire  of  Jehovah  fell,  and  consumed  the  burnt  sacri 
the  wood,  and  the  stones,  and  the  dtut,  and  licke 
water  that  was  in  the  trcnch.f  And  when  all  the  pe 
it,  they  fell  on  their  feces :  and  they  sa5d,  Jehovah, 
God  ;  Jehovah,  he  is  the  God.     And  Elijah  said  or 

*  The  panos  (who  hare  been  Imltatpd  In  soeh  trick 
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ke  the  prophets  of  Baiil ;  let  not  one  of  liicni  escape.  Atwl 
(ticy  l<'uk  ihetn :  and  Elij:ih  hrnught  them  down  to  tUe  brwk 
Kishtio,  and  slrn  them  there.* 

After  this  apli;nilid  miraclo,  and  iineqiiivoral  drclamtlon  of 
whiit  h:id  t>iM>n  tlie  n>iil  c»uw*  of  the  late  dn-adfiil  fumiiie,  tt 
was  thf  mcrcirul  purpose  uf  Jrhuvnh  to  avert  bis  jud^meuts^ 
aitti  afford  the  famished  land  relief;  and  EHjnh  said  lo  Abah}] 
CSr<t  thpc  up,  c:\l  and  drink,  fur  lliifrr  in  a  MHiiid  uf  ]ilMind:ii>n* 
nf  mill ;  and  the  monarch  went  up  lueal  nnd  todriuk,  m<>«i 
likely  rejoicing:  in  heart  at  the  pn'xpMt  tif  delcTeranre.  hot 
£lljnh  W4*nt  up  to  the  top  of  Cvmt*!  tu  pray. 

H:iviii|;  conimnndtHl  his  iervani  In  liMik  toward  the  sea,  be 
imreived  nnlhinij  till  the  Bevrnili  tiino,  wh^ii  ihi-rft  ar<iae  mi 
little  cloud  like  a  man's  hand  :  M|Mni  tvhich  Elijah  told  him' 
tngoto  Ahab,  anclMy.  Prepare  thy  chariot,  and  gei  thee 
down,  thnt  (he  mtn  ship  ihve  not.  And  it  ciitne  to  pas,  in 
the  meanwhile,  that  ibe  heaven  wac  black  nith  rtoads  and 
wind,  nnd  thi^e  wu  M  great  min.  And  Abah  rotlc  and  wrnt 
t»  Jrzrvtd.  And  the  band  of  Jebuvab  was  mi  Klijub.  and  be 
fpirdi'd  up  his  loins,  and  ran  before  Ahab  lo  thn  fiiirancu  of 
JeTreel.t 

NirtwiihittAndfn^  the  rxhibitiuos  of  God's  jud^ment&f  tb» 
miracle  he  had  wnxight  in  scndinK  tire  from  hpav(>n,  and  uo 
kiM  wonderful,  ibooKh  moffe frequent,  in  mi  niLTrifuUy  Hftidini^ 
n  supply  of  nin,  it  dona  not  appear  tbnt  the  lif-arT  of  Alttih 
wiu  :tt  all  afffcted;  far  he  imnedialely  wrnt  and  rvUli<d  tu 
hi*  wife  Jexebel*  all  thai  IuhI  taken  pUce;  and  MpM-ially 
how  be  bad  akin  all  Um  propbeb  of  Baal  with  ibe  awurdcl 
when  that  wicked  woman  aent  a  meaacnger  lo  Elijuh,  Miying  ; 
So  let  the  ffodx  do  to  mp,  and  more  abo,  if  I  mnke  nut  thy 
life  AM  the  life  uf  one  of  them  by  to-morruw  about  thin  time.^ 


•  1  Ktoga,  ivtlL  31—40.  *  1  Klnfi,  ivIU.  41— !& 

:  1  Klnffft,x)x.  1.2. 


Tlic  prupbi't  haiing:  titus  fulfilled  tlie  object  of  his  diUkiijii, 
WH£  now  pcniitlled,  by  the  wisdom  of  God,  to  retire  agftin  laM 
obscurity;  and  in  order  to  avoid  thu  vongeanre  of  JejwW, 
lie  tieil  fur  his  life  to  Bc«rstielHi,  wliich  bcloiigs  tu  Judab,  tad 
he  If^ft  his  serviiiil  thero;  but  fur  greater  sccuritjr,  himvlf 
went  a  ilay's  jtmmey  into  Ihe  wilderness.* 

Agitnted  and  fali^ied,  l^lijab  reeled  under  a  juniper  t 
and  requested  that  he  might  die,  nud  in  lh.'it  repining  stale 
mind  fell  :isteep;  uhen^  behold,  »n  angel  tuuebcfl  him, 
said  unto  him,  Aritte  and  eat.  And  he  looked,  and,  bebul 
there  was  a  roke  Uakeii  on  the  coiils,  and  ii  crii.s<*  of  water 
his  head.  Anil  he  did  I'ui,  and  drink,  and  laid  lucn 
again.  And  tlie  angel  of  Jchovab  cuin«  again  the  secoad 
time,  and  toncht-d  him,  and  said.  Arise  and  e>Ht,  bccBUseth* 
joorney  is  too  great  fur  Ihce.  And  he  arase,  and  diil  cat  and 
drink,  and  went  in  the  Rtreiigth  of  that  meal,  forty  davi  Mtd 
forty  nights,  unto  H(ircb,'t'  tbc  mount  of  God.  And  be 
came  tbilher  untn  a  cave,  niKl  1oi%ed  there ;  and,  Ix-hold,  tW 
word  nf  Jehovah  rame  to  hitn,  and  he  Huid  unto  htm.  Vi'hti 
due^it  thuu  here,  Elijah?  And  he  said,  1  have  been  xwrj 
jealous  for  Jehovah,  tbe  Goduf  Hosts :  for  the  childrcMi  of  l«icl 
have  fortutken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  ajtan,  tai 
fdatn  thy  prophets  with  ilie  swonl;  and  I,  even  I  onl%-»  aa 
left,  and  ihey  tteek  my  life,  to  take  it  away.  And  be;  ani 
Go  forth,  and  stand  upon  the  mount  before  JehoYah.  An), 
behold,  Jcbovali  jiasscd  by,  and  a  great  and  6tron^  wind  ra* 


*  1  Kings,  xti-  S,  4.    Be«reheba  wu  the  moit  toathMv  extfwati* 

thp  promised  land- 
t  Jehovah  Intended  that  Elijah  nhould  visit  Horeb,  where  Mm^ 
had  ftiled  forty  (liiys  Knil  ntfihls,  (Exod.  xiit.  IH.)  that  In  Ilia  iIm 
tnlracl«  Rilght  br  reppatrd ;  because  ai  Moses  wai  th«  lawflvt*. 
ID  Elijah  was  In  sonif  roipeels  Ihe  elder  of  Itio  propheti,  Mali 
xvll.  S.  Scott  io  1  King*,  x'lx-  8.  So  also  did  Christ  faai,  «te  |i 
Unseir  ttM  end  of  iirnpliecy.    Matt.  ir.  A. 
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the  roountoiiu,  and  brake  in  pieces  ibo  mcka  bi-fcw  Jobavah ; 
Imt  Ju'buvab  was  nut  in  tbc  wind:  :iud  a:ier  the  uiod,  au 
fRrlltquake;  but  Jebovab  wu  not  in  the  carthqtinkc:  and 
after  tho  t^arlliqnskn  a  lire;  but  Jobuvab  was  nut  in  the  fire: 
nnd  aOcT  Uk  f\K  a  Hlill  small  toicp.*  And  it  was  so,  wttcn 
Elijab  h<>ard  il,  Ibat  be  wrappi-d  his  fucv  in  bi«  nMotio,  »nd 
went  out,  and  4tuod  io  the  entrrinfr  in  «f  tb(»  cavp.  And, 
behold,  then'  raiue  a  voice  untu  biui,  iind  said ;  What  docjit 
Ibou  here,  Elijah  ?  And  he  said,  I  have  been  vt-rr  jealous  for 
JehoTuh,  ihcGodof  Husis;  l>M^use  the  children  of  Urapl  bnve 
fenakcn  tby  covpnant,  thrown  down  fhino  altnra,  and  slain 
(hypropbKs  with  ibe  swurd;  and  I,  even  1  imly.  am  left,  and 
they  seek  my  life,  lo  lake  it  away.  And  Jehnvab  said  nnio 
him,  Go,  return  on  thy  way  to  tbc  wildf^meM  of  Damascus: 
and  when  Ihon  romnt,  anoint  Hazael  tn  he  kin^  over 
Syria:  and  Jehu,  tbe  von  of  Ninisbi,  ahaU  ihou  anoint 
lu  be  king-  over  Esrael :  and  Kli&ba,  the-  son  of  Sbuphat,  of 
AbeUmobetab,  shall  thoa  anoint  to  be  pmpbet  in  thy 
roam.  And  it  sbiU  romo  to  pass,  Ibal  him  that  c»rapcth 
the  sword  of  (lazac),  itbatl  Jehu  alay,  and  hirn  that  esTHpeih 
firom  tbc  award  of  Jehu  shall  Eliaba  slay.  Yet  I  have  let* 
me  scYcn  ihoaiand  in  Israel,  all  tfao  knees  which  have  noY 


■  '*  Aod  b«ho1i1  th>  !>ord  was  revealed — I>rfore  htm  was  a  hott 
of  ihi  angeli  t>rtba  winiJ,  tearing  tSe  mouauliu,  atul  brrakiaf  iho 
roeks  heforr  tb*  Lord ;  but  tho  raajvily  (Kti«ch>nah)  at  ih«  Ixird 
wa>  not  in  lb*  hoft  of  llie  aitgitU  of  the  wind.  And  ttXtr  th«  hoit  of 
the  angpl«  of  thr  wind.  Ibero  wasn  boat  of  lite  uifcUof  comiootion  | 
bol  the  naJeAty  nfih*  Lord  was  not  In  lhalio«tof  the  ao^ls  of  eon. 
iBotinn.  And  aAcr  ihv  hmtl  ofllmnnitrU  of  eowinotlod,  •  flrr  ;  bot 
th»  oiajcaty  of  the  LnnI  wat  not  in  ihv  hoil  of  tb«  angFla  of  Ar* 
And  afler  IW  hn«t  of  Uie  anftrlt  of  Arc,  a  Toic»  aliiglng  In  ■Mrncc." 
Ibe,  that  ia,   a  aouod  with  which  no  cib*r  sound  was  mingled." — 


Taryum 


Iwued  unto  Baiil,  nnd  every  mouth  which  halb  not 
hiin.t 

Hunnglen  ITorcb  Elijah  inotwitli  Ulisba,  Mho  wssptocei* 
ing^  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen  befurt*  him,  and  b«  widi  cW 
twelfth ;  out!  Elijah  passed  by  him,  und  cast  his  nmntleapi 
faio).  And  he  InH  the  oxeti  niul  ran  nAer  Ellijnh,  ackIskJi 
Let  me,  I  pray  ihtw,  kiss  my  father  uud  iny  mother,  aod  tfas 
1  will  fiilluw  lliee.  And  he  said  nnlo  liiiu.  Go  iMrk  ncm 
for  what  have  1  done  to  thoc  i  And  bo  returned  bftck  &•■ 
bim,  and  look  ayoko  of  oxen  and  slew  them,  :ind  boilrd 
Besh  Hitli  the  instruments  of  the  oxen,  nntl  gave  oato 
ppr>p1e,  and  ibcy  did  cat.  Tbeii  he  ornae  and  went 
Elijah,  and  mlntslcred  unto  him.^ 

Uenhadad,  king  of  Sma,  whoso  cuvetousneiis  had  pi 
been  excited  by  the  treasures  he  had  received  frtim  Asa,  kttf 
uf  Jttduh,^  and  the  success  uf  whose  joint  expetlitionH  "'^v*^ 
Baosba,  king  of  liirael,  might  lead  bim  (o  expect  thai  AW 
and  bis  kingdom  would  become  an  easy  prey-  to  him:  >** 
gathered  alt  his  host  together,  and  with  thirty-two  kio^tt^ 
U\h  commnnd,  went  up  and  bid  siege  to  Samaria,  td 
sent  messengers  into  the  city  to  Abab,  saying,  Tbus  arii 
Uenhadad,  thy  siiver  and  tJiy  gold  is  mine-,  thy  witotlM 
and  thy  children,  even  the  goodliest  arc  mine.  To  thlsii^ 
lent  message  the  intimid.iled  king  of  Israel  replied.  Mr  ttfi 

*  Given  a  kiss  to  tiim,  fitliitr  by  ipplylof;  tbe  mouth  to  lb*  i 
the  iniof[c  Itscir,  ur  by  kiting  ibc  tiund  In  It,  ns  snitl    by  Pliaf  I 
adomndo  dextrMm  nd  osculutn  rcferlmus.  loliim  cor|iut  cfrcuoiutoAl 
vhrn  we  worflbip  we  kUi  oar  right  hand  mnA  larn  about  o*r  vM  I 
body. — Bp.  Patrick  ajiud  Anscltn  Bajrlry  In  loco.     Cte«n*  mvitfia 
ftlatuepril«>rculca,l)iecfiiiiand  U|isurHl(ich  wrrccvu^ldpriibUi 
by  the  rri-i|iiriil  kihsinu  uf  M»  wor9lii|ipei<>     Id  Vcrrvtu. 

t  I  KIngi.  xlx.4— 18.  J  1  Kings.  lix.  lO^si. 

^  1  King),  XT.  18.    8  Chroo.  xvi.  S.     See  p.  Ifi^. 

It  I  Kings,  x«.  81.    I  Kings,  xvl.  3. 
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O  kin;*,  ncconling^  to  ihy  Bayiiig^,  I  am  lliine,  and  nil  thai  I 
liave  ;•  nipauing,  most  probably*  that  be  was  wiltiag  lo  beculiiL* 
trihiilary  lo  liiiti. 

tho  kill";  uf  Syria  rltiutpp<>inle<l  nt  ihts  submiffiiro  amwer^ 
which  ditl  not  afTurd  him  any  pretexl  for  acts  of  tioIpiicp,  ' 
arnt  the  inessenpera  again,  sayiiig:;  Although  1  have  si-nt 
unit)  ihee,  saying-,  Tliun  shall  delivpr  me  ihy  silrer,  and  ihy 
soil),  and  thy  wivo«,  and  thy  rhildrrn  ;  yet  I  will  WMid  my 
I  iervan1:i  unto  ibee  to-morrow  about  this  lime,  and  thoy  shall 
search  thine  house,  and  the  houscH  uf  thy  servants;  ;md 
it  shall  be  that  whatsoeTor  is  pleasant  in  thine  eyes,  ihcy 
iliall  |H]t  it  in  their  band,  and  lakn  it  away.f 

With  this  dfiiKind,  absolutely  lo  surrender  up  all  his  pro- 
perty and  subjofts,  Ahab  was  iwt  dispowil  tn  cum  ply ;  anil 
bavin]^  consulted  his  ciders,  tbry  encouraged  him  to  resist 
tho  t<tTannical  reqinrement.  |{e  ronched,  however,  his  refusal 
in  ton)|H!rale  lan^agc  ;  but  whon  the  Syrian  monarch  sent  a 
third  m*«sage,  saying,  The  ^(U  do  so  unto  me  and  more 
also,  if  the  dmtuf  Samaria  shall  suffice  fur  handfols  for  all  the 
people  thai  follow  me;  Ahab  timily  replied,  Tell  biui,  let 
not  him  that  (prdeth  on  his  harness  boast  himself  as  he  that 
pultelh  il  uff.t 

Incensed  nlike  at  Ibe  refusal  and  the  messap*,  Benhadfld 
prvvsed  forward  the  siege;  when  God.  although  Ahnb  hnd 
ne^lrrtrtl  lu  solicit  his  aid,  tn  mrrcir'  lo  his  ])eupU>,  and  to 
punifth  the  unhallowed  boasting  of  the  Syrian,  sent  a  prophet 
lu  Ahah  with  this  encouraging  declaralioa.  Ilasl  thuu  seen 
nil  this  great  multitude  *  Behold,  I  will  deliver  ii  into  thine 
hand  this  day  :  iind  Ihoii  shalt  know  that  I  nm  Jehovah.  Ami 
Ahab  said.  By  whom?  And  he  said,  Thus  suilh  Jehovah, 
Even  by  the  young  men  of  the  princes  of  tfa«  provincea. 

•  I  KiDp,  XX,  «.  S.  t-  t  I  Kiiiff,  XX.  a,  0. 

t  1  K)iif*,xi.7— II. 


Then  he  said.  Who  shall  order  Ute  battle  ?  And 
Thou.* 

Ahab  having,  in  this  instance,  followed  the 
God,  issued  from  the  city  with  two  hundred  ai 
young  men  of  the  princes  of  the  provinces,  a 
seven  thousand  men  to  support  them.  Wfa^i  B 
apprised  of  this  sally,  he  wdeied  them  to  be 
whether  they  came  peaceably  or  hostilely ;  but 
young  men  halving  seized  upon  and  slain  one  ol 
the  Syrian  host'took  to  flight,  and  the  army  of  fa 
them :  and  Benhadad,  the  king  of  Syria,  escaped 
with  the  horsemen.  And  the  .king  of  Israel  wt 
smote  the  horses  and  chariots,  and  slew  the  Sy 
great  slaughter-f 

The  key  stone  of  idolatry  and  false  religion, 
has  been  the  idea  of  .partially  preffl.ding  deities ;  ai 
occasion  the  courtiers  of  Benhadad  having  per 
that  the  Israelitish  army  bad  been  preserved  by  i 
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nee  of  Iknhadad ;  for  there  came  a  man  of  God,  ami 
unto  llie  king^  of  Israel,  luid  said.  Thus  snilh  Jehnvab, 
cause  tin-  Syriiins  liavt*  sciid,  Jehovah  18  God  of  the  hills, 
lat  bo  in  not  t^od  nf  the  valleys,  therefor**,  will  1  deliver  all 
is  great  multitude  into  ihiiic  hand  :  and  ye  shall  know  that 
am  Jehovah.  And  they  pitehed  une  uver  against  the  olhcr 
diiya.  And  so  it  noti,  that  in  the  seventh  day  the  bat- 
was  juitied:  and  the  children  uf  lu-jiel  slew  of  the  SyrisDi 
hundred  ihotuand  footnieo  in  one  day.  Bat  the  rest  Bed 
phek,  into  the  city;  and  there  a  w:i1l  fell  upon  twenty 
sevi'n  thuu&and  of  llie  men  tliut  werv  left.  And 
ibadad  fled,  and  came  inlu  the  city,  into  an  inner 
bamber." 

Alarmrd  at  their  silootion,  and  probably  with  their  retreat 
,o  Syria  cut  off,  Ihe  Rervanta  of  Benliadud  said,  Itehold  now, 
we  haw  beanl  that  the  kings  of  the  house  of  Israel  are 
neiciful  kiit^;  and,  therefore,  with  sackcloth  girded  on  their 
tibUt  VnA  ropes  on  their  heads,  ihey  went  to  Ahab  and  said, 
TbywTTont  Benhadad  tuith.  I  pray  thee,  let  me  live."t 
Without  oacribing  hh  hkie  victories  to  the  miniculuua 
plerferimct>  of  Jchorah,  or  making  any  attempt  to  glorify 
Hini  tu  tiiese  idolatruuii  heathens^  or  inquiring  of  God  what 
Ilia  will  respecting  Benhadad.  he  readily  received  theii 
ibaaay ;  and  aidiing  if  he  van  yet  alive,  declared  hiiu  to  be 
lii*  hrolbrr.t 

The  ainho^ador*  wen^  ^lad  enough  to  re-echo  ihe  exprea- 

ion*  and  ri*pcal.  Thy  brother,  Benhadad  !  upon  which  Ahab 

l^euretl  them  to  fetch  him;  and,  ujwn  his  arrival,  recciveil 


'  •  I  K\ngu,  XX,  «— Sl». 

t  In  Ihe  unte  mannrrili'l  Eoslaredd  8t.  Pierrptnd  til*  flvcbmva 
fcompanlons  pr«9«nl  Ihenaelvvs  httorv  Edward  III.  «t  th«  *\fK*  of 
C^aUU,  in  thr  ynr  IS^O'— Fhoiisakt.      Aail  lee  linilaroceurmicr* 

tthe  E«»t,  colleetrd  by  Burder,  O.  C.  4U0. 
t  I  Kinn.  »-st.aa. 
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hini  into  his  chariot;  and  (hey  made  a  cotamiiI 
thiit  Benbailnd  should  reslore  all  the  citic«  which 
had  taken  from  the  father  of  A  hab;  nod  ibat  Ahabi 
at  liberty  to  make  streets  in  Damascus,  ibe  same  i 
dad'H  father  bad  marici  in  Siimuria;  ai]<l  ha  vine  i 
covenant,  Ahab  sent  him  away.* 

To  shew  Ahab  his  sins. and  to  express  tho  dtvtw^ 
sure,  another  prophet  was  scut  loAhab.  who,  having^ 
himscir,  said,  Thy  sonant  wont   out  into   the  midtf  rf»l 
battle;  and  behold  a  man  turned  aairlc,  and  btmvtel 
tintv  mo,  and  said.  Kcpp  this  man  ;    if  by  any  mflB 
missing,  thun  shall  (hy  life  he  for  hi«  life,  or  else  ibH^I 
pay  a  talent  of  silver.     And  as  thy  aorvant  was  ' 
and  there,  Iw  was  g-une.     And  the  king- of  lamel  i 
hitn,  60  shall  thy  jud^enl  lie,  ihysi'If  host  dtKtdrd  iU 
be  hasted,  and  took  the  iishes  from  hia  face ;   and  ibtl 
Israel  discerned  him  that  he  was  of  the  prophet*, 
aaid  unto  him.  Thus  sajlh  Jehovah,  BfK-uuse  ihou 
out  ufthy  hand  n  man  uliom  1  appointed  toulieri 
therefore  thy  life  shall  go  for  hia  life,  ,ii)d  ihy  peoplcl 
people.     And  the  king  of  Uracl  went  to  hin  hitus«l 
displeased,  and  came  to  Samaria,t  not  exbibitirtf 
aymptom  of  contrilion. 

It  is,  however,  to  lie  obacrred,  that  to  murb  oThk  ^ 
ness  Ahab  waa  stimulated  by  his  idolatrous  qu«««i,  • 
heuii  seems  to  have  bcf^n  thoroughly  vicious;  and 
the  fraud,  perjury,  and  murder,  which  was  nor 
peeling  Nabuth's  vineyard,  the  next  trauaactlon 
this  reign,  Jezebel  was  ihe  active  and  instrutnenlal   i 
Ahab  was  tho  passive  a^enl. 

Naboth,  the  Jczreelile,  possessed  &  vioi^^-ard  near  lolt'l 
palace  of  Ahab,  which  the  monarch  waa  dcaimat  of  hcnfl 


•  1  Kings, ».  SI. 
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or  a  ^rflen  of  Iicrixi,  ofTtirtng^^  either  to  pnrcbaae  it  for  tls 
''value,  or  to  give  him  a  Iwller  vinnanl  fur  it. 

Jl  wtMiltl  seem,  at  Hrut  tiij^^ht,  that  Nuboth  would  have  acted 

utb  prui]rrill)  aiiil  lovally  if  lie  had  conipliotl  with  hta  sovtf- 

roign'ii  wiiihes;    but  it    must  be   r«:olK*clcd   that   Jehovah 

liiiistif  had  commanded  every  Israelite,  "  The  land  shall  nut 

be  Kold  for  ever;"*  and  N'aboth,  therefore,  wbo  by  ibis  vrTy 

met  ahews  him»p)f  to  h:ivo  livefl  in  the  fear  of  God,  cxclaimet) 

vith  ju.st  abhorrenre,  **  The  Ijjtd  forbid  it  me,  that  I  should 

[■^vc  the  inhi'ritauoc  of  my  futhen  unto  thee."t 

Abab  returned  to  his  bouae  heavy  and  disfrieased.aud  laid 
lim  down  upon  his  bed,  an<)  tiiruod  away  his  face,  and  would 
3Al  lit)  bread  ;X  nor  does  be  appear  to  have  cuDlemptutcd  any 
of  violence  or  persecutiun  against  Naboth.     But  as  soon 
I  Jezeliel  perceived  the  cause  of  his  melancholy.  aOer  finft 
utioj^  him  for  not  having  the  spirit  to  gratify  his  wiKliesby 
ying  tlie  tyrant, »be  took  upoa  herself  the  task  of  ublainin^ 
•  vineyard  for  hiin ;  without  the  »lighteb(  roinorse,  ihereforp, 
^an«l  by  the  mboming  of  two  fahte  witnestti'S,  slie  procured 
■enlcnre  of  death  against  Nnbolh»  for  blasphemy  a;;:tini(l 
Sod  and  ilui  king;  and  hr  was  rtonnl  (o  death.     It  is  i>ot 
aid  whether  Ahab  was  acquainted  with  Ibe  proreeilinga  till 
ifter  Nnbolh  wan  slain;  but,  howevi*r  that  tiiay  be,  as  soon 
IS  Jezclwl  iiifornHx)  bira  of  it  and  at  her  invitation,  he  rouie 
tiid  took  potnt'iaion  of  the  vineyard.j) 

It  mrely  happeru  that  God  penntis  property  which  has 
^en  unjithtly  oafuircd  to  be  quietly  enjoyed,  and  it  was  not 
likely  that  such  a  fla;;Tiint  atrocity  u*  iImm  would  be  allnwed 
to  pass  uuuuliccd.  Accordiuj;ly.  Elijali  was  immtilialely 
«efit  by  God  to  Ahab,  wtm  immrdialely  anticipated  the 
ifbjcct  of  the  Tiait  and  aaid,  Uaid  thou  fuund  ma,  0  miuo 


•  I<ev.  XKT.  98. 
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niipmy?    And  the  prophot  aiiswcrtM),    I    faare  fbmni 
bccauiio  thou  bast  siild  lh>-se1f  to  work   evil   la  tbe 
Jt'lmvah.     Behold,  1  will  bring  eril  upiin  tbce,  aod 
away  thy  postcrit}',  and  will  cut  off  from  Abab  eveiy 
and  him  (bat  is  shut  up  aiid  lof)  in  Urat'l,  and  will 
thine  houiie  like  the  hoiiftf  of  Jeroboam,   tbe  son  of  >' 
and  like  the  houst!  of  Uttasha,  the  sun  of  Abijab,  for 
vocation  wherewith  thou  hast  prorokcd   me  to 
made  lintel  to  sin.     Am)  of  .li>7.L>hel   aUu   Kpak?  Jri 
aa)ing;  The  do;n;s  shall  eat  Jezebel  by  the  wal)  of  J«3* 
Him  that  dleth  of  Almb  in  the  city,  the  dt^  shal)  ral; 
him  that  dii'th  uf  Ahuh  in  the  field»  shall  the  ft)MU.«ll 

real.* 

But  here  af^ain  is  the  forbearing;  mercy  of  God  illmtl 
for  when  Ahab  heard  thrae  words,  having  rent  ht« 

.and  put  sackcloth  u]nhi  bin  flesh,  and  faKled,  and  Ininio) 
doth,  and  went  soAly :  Jehovah  derlnred  to  Elijah, 
thou  bow  Abab  bunibleth  himself  before  me  ?  bf*rai< 
buniblctli  himself  before  me,  1  will  not  bring  the  evil  { 
days:  but  in  his  son's  days  will  1  lirin^  the  evil   apa 

[  bouse.t 

Notwithstanding  the  covenant  made  by  Renhadarl,  a* 
nJi  he  obtained  his  liberty,  be  nef>;lerii4l  to  fulfil  iht* 
ditions;  but  Ahab  had  not  prosecuted  the  war,  and,  tben 
there  had  been  a  deceitful  peace  between  the  nai 
three  years.  But  Jehofthaphat,  king  of  Jndah,  w 
Jehoram  had  married  Alhaliah,  one  of  the  daugh1< 
Ahab,+  having  arrived  at  the  roiirl  of  Samarin  on  a 

[  Ahab  killed  sheep  and  uxen  for  him  in  abundarM^e,  an^( 
Ihe  |teople  that  he  had  with  him.§ 

Ahab  look  advantage  of  this  visit,  and  of  lh«  slmnfiti 


•  I  Klngii,  mi.  90—94.  f  1  KlOfri.  xxl.  97 — IIU. 
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of  Jehoahapliat't  chander,  to  prevail  upon  thff  Jewish  m<mRrch 
1u  go  up  with  him  a^aitul  Kamulh  Gilead,  and  recover  it  out 
uf  (be  hawU  of  the  king;:  of  Syria.* 

Jeho&hflphal,  howeTer.  drairod  that  an  inquiry  s)iould  fim 
be  niade  at  the  wurd  of  Jehorah;  at  which,  probably,  Ahab 
ftnd  his  quoen  Jezebel  expressed  as  murh  surprise aa  the  mass 
of  professing  Chmtians  would,  if  any  pious  sHrvanl  of  God  in 
lt»ur  day,  was  lo  propose  to  ask  ihe  ikijenin  hlossing  uf  hearpn, 
bn  undertaking  a  journey.     Out  of  civility  lo  bis  royal  gUMt, 

ekbab  iniule  no  objection,  and  tiununoiKod  four  hundred  pn>- 
bcta,  all  of  whom  cncuuniged  hiui  lo  pifoceetl^  and  proroised 
liim  nicc«ss.t 

I  Jehotthaphat,  bowevur,  was  not  cjuitc  satislied,  and  asked 
^•beiber  there  was  not  a  pruph«t  of  Jebuvaht  beaidot ;  when 
fAhab  utenlionvd  Micaiah*  tbo  ton  of  liulati,  but  declared 
^ml  he  liattMl  him,  as  bo  never  prv|ibebie(l  good  concerning 
lb>(U,  but  evil. 

[  Ahab  having  aeut  for  Micaiah,  said.  Shall  we  go  against 
iRanmth  Gilead  to  ballhs  or  sliail  we  forltcar?  And  ho 
hpswercd  him,  Go,  and  prosper:  for  Jebovah  shall  deliver  it 
kfkUi  the  hmad  of  ibv  king ;  but  wc  may  suppose  lliai  tliis  waa 


•  1  Kliif*.  Kill.  a.  4.  9  Chron.  xvill.  2,  8. 
t  1  Kior*.  xih.O— U.  SUhron.  adll.  fr— 10. 
*  Jchoihiphal  mutt  have  rriptrdrd  ihna  prophet*  ai  •yeophanls. 
hv*f  Inttmt  It  «ra»  to  coiiniel  Ah«b  to  plea»<i  himielf.  Up  knrw 
Ml  lirael  WM  ravotiml  with  Klljah,  ICUtha,  mdiI  other  «nln»Rt 
■optifft*.  ihoiiKhnonttoriliirUiippcarcdalcourt:  li«  fril  dUMtlsIl**!  t 
il  bainjc  Ino  mnrli  afraitl  of  giTlni  offence,  h«  tevmod  tu  allnw  that 
'tte  proplieli  of  Qod,  yel  ho  wUheit  to  coniull  lome  ulh«T,  if 
itiere  were  any  to  be  fount].  Pcrhtpn  b<  look  oecAftlon,  from  llieir 
ling  Ibc  wuril.  Eloliln  (which  might  mr«o  either  the  CJo4  ot 
irael.  or  a  f*l«a  God),  to  anqaira  after  some  prophot  of  Jf<hotah, 
td  tbli  might  ladace  thtH  aftarwanUtofhasgt  Ibclr  Isoguage  Is 
ill  respect.    Scot  lo  loco. 

»Da 


Thus  solemnlj  callod  upnn,  and  p^rtiapa^ 
bis  divine  coinmi:«s)on,  Micaiah  thus  addr 
munarch  ;  1  Haw  all  isnv]  scattered  npnn  thd 
that  have  not  a  shepherd :  and  Jehovah  Kaid,; 
master:    let  them  rt'tum  every  man  to  his  hcMJ 

Ahub  having  roiuarkod  to  Jehoshnphnt,  DJ 
that  be  would  prophesy  no  ^ood  conrernlnij 
Micaiah  conlinui^  bis  addivss.  Hear  thtni 
word  of  Jebuvah:  I  saw  Juborah  tiding  on  | 
all  the  htist  of  heaven  btmding  bybimon  hisj 
on  bis  left.  And  Jehovah  said.  Who  shall  | 
thai  he  may  go  up  and  ftdJ  at  llamoth  Gileadtj 
on  this  manner,  and  another  said  on  that  manl 
came  forth  a  spirit,  and  stood  before  JehoTi 
will  persuade  him.  And  Jehovah  said  onto  bil 
And  he  said,  I  will  go  forth,  and  1  vdll  be  i| 
the  month  of  all  hi.s  [iropbeti.  And  he  said,  * 
auade  him,  and  prevail  also :  go  forth,  Ul^ 
therefore,  brhotd,  Jehovah  bath  put  a  1yin( 
mouth  of  all  these  thy  prophctK,  and  Jch 
evil  concerning  Iheo.*!- 

Zedekiah,  the  son  of  Chenaaiiah,  nne  i 
Icrlng  proplietH,  who  had  rnaiU-  him  huRiS  i 


IchoV 


n/:*!.  •! 


AIIAB. 

•timed  thorn,*  now  Emolu  ?tlii-ai»h  iipnn  llio  check,  and  said, 
Vrilh  a  true  infidel  sneer.  Which  way  went  ihe  spirit  of 
Jcbuvah  Trom  mc  to  speak  unto  Ihee?  And  Micaiah  said, 
I'rhuld,  thuti  shiill  see  in  Oint  day,  when  lh»u  shall  go  into 
Ki)  inner  rhnrnber  to  hide  Ihyself.f 

In  return  fur  this  faithful  dealing,  Ahab  eomm:mdeH   his 

>fficeni  to  carry  Micaiah  line  k  iinta  Aniim,  the  gwvernor  of  the 

tut> ,  and  to  JutLih,  the  kingS  sun,  and  say.  Thus  saith  tht; 

kln^,  Pi»l  this  fellow  in  the  prison,  and  feed  him  with  bread 

alUtction,    uiul   with  wqUt  of  alHiciiun,    until  I  come  in 

And   Micaiah  said.   If  thou  ri<tum  at  all  in  peace, 

rhovnh  hath  not  >>|>okeii  by  nie,  and  he  said,   Hearken,   0 

pie,  erpTy  one  of  you.J 

Notwithstanding  this  prophetic  dpnnncialion,  the  two 
.rchH§  proceeded  to  Ramoth  Gilead,  hut  Ahab,  as  mfty 
wurdly,  persuaded||  Jebo^apbat  tu  wear  bis  ro>'al  Tobfs, 
■blbt  fae  dbiguised  himself,  and  thus  they  went  into  tliu  battle, 
tgtd  thus  loo  we  hare  a  aamplc  of  the  character  of  fricudship 
unvagst  the  wickefL^ 


•  1  Kluits*  ult.  II.    e  CbroB.  ITlli.  lu. 
f  1  KlnR>,  xsU.  U.  Sd.    a  Chron.  irlll.  S3,  Mw 
I  1  Kln^i.  tiiLH^— HH.    a  Chroa.  iiiil.9^--«7. 
^  Jfhu»h«|ili«rt  atlent  eoiiDkvanc«ftt  Attub'i  irestineittor  Mlcsiah, 
Mtd  bli  willlj>yne*«tugo«Ul4  liltn  to  tMltIr,  sriiTthriv  ■olcnin  wsni- 
lnf».  wfrf  nery  crlitiiitsl,  uul  slnoit  uiuccuuitlablvi      Prrtiftjii  liu 
Ffireil  prraonal  Intuit*,  or  h«  itenosdrd  liint«4>l(  lh«l  in  Ahab't  court 
IV  hati  no  tiualnntto  Inlcmtwldl*;  or,  miUrn  wrro  nrrird  with 
lueb  Tloleooa  atul  pfMlpltatloti,  tliat  bv  had  acarcwly  tiva  to  retMt 
«u  til)  owu  eonduci.     H«ot  iu  loco. 

I  lie  mado  thU  Insidioui  pro|><iial,  under  prrti*acc  of  iionoarinf 
Johoiliaphal  as  with  Ilia  eblef  cnnmand.*— 8cut  In  Loco.  On  (li« 
eootrary.  Buriler  (O.  L.  A66.)  cvtiiidrrs  that  tbe  royal  rob«fl  vara  ■ 
neaos  of  prolectloo ;  and  thst  Absb,  by  ls}ing  IboB  asldr,  axpQiod 
biiii««-ir  10  loereaacd  p«r»ooal  daii|tr«. 

1  1  Kia^,  uU.  !2U,  »0.    S  Chroa.  xilll.fie,  SO. 
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fure,  wbea  they  fuuDd  their  laisti 
puruiing  htm.* 

But  Ahal)  was  not  lo  osciipe  the  judg 
Micaiah  had  tutd  liiui  he  ^liuuld  nevpr  return  uui  ui 
tie  in  pearo»t  The  diagiuao  he  wore  might  c<M| 
unb&pp)'  monarch  froin  man,  but  noi  fruiu  the  al 
cyv  uf  Gud  ;  atid,  therefore,  aUboa^fa  a  Syriao  IxMJ 
his  arruw  at  a  venlure,  it  wim  directe<]  by  ibi?  hal 
nis(-ience,  su  as  to  wound  Abab  betwevn  tfav 
harness,  t 

it  dues  not  appear,  howcT?r,  that  Bcnhadad  ' 
obtain  a  victory,  for  Ahuh  was  supported  in  lii 
throughout  the  day  ;  and  toward:!  the  gning  dowrn  { 
8  proclamation  wont  throiigliout  the  host,  '*  every  t 
city,  aud  every  man  to  hiscuunlr)'.**§  i 

Ahab  died  in  the  evening:,  and  the  Mood  havii 
of  the  wound,  into  the  midst  of  the  ctiariut^  when  \ 
to  wash  it  in  the  pool  of  Samaria,  the  dogs 
blood.ll 

A  babreigncd  over  Israol  tweoty-two  yean  ;< 
none  like  ante  Ahab  which  did  sell  himself  tu  worl 
ne»i  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  whom  Jezebel  bis  y^ 
WIK     Aud  he  did  very  alwniinably  infollowing  i«|tjj 
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ing  to  all  11)10*8  aa  did  the  Ainorites,  whom  Jehuvah  cast  | 
oiil  bi'fore  the  cbitdrcD  of  Israel."     lo  hiti  days  did  IiipI,  tba 
Btrthclilc,  build  J(*ricbo ;  be  Isid  lb«  foundalion  thereof  in 
Abiram,  bia  HrBUlwriif  and  set  up  the  gatojt  thcroof  in  his 
youDgf-it  aoii,  Segiib,  according;  to  llie  word  of  Jt'hovab-t 
I  Thuii  livett  and  thiis  dif>d  Ahah,  and  bo  was  bruuglit  to  * 

I     SaniariA  and  burittl,  and  ^Icpt  uilh  his  fathers,  and  was  &uc- 
I    ceedet)  by  bin  «on,$ 

-      Tims  tnonanrh  did  evil  in  tbf'  sight  of  Jehovah,  SDif  | 

^^'    walkeil  in  the   wiiy  of  his  fHihnr,  »ud  in  the  way  of 

*    bia  muiher,  and  iu  tbu  way  of  Jfrnboain,  tlie  sun  of 

N(^l,  who  made  Unlet  to  Kin  ;  fur  he  servetl  I'aal^  and  wor- 

»fai[i|KMl  him,  and  provoked  to  imgrr  Jehovah,  Ibe  God  of 

larael,  ar<-ordin^  to  all  that  his  falhi>r  li:id  dttne.§ 

He  entered  into  aonie  kind  of  coniint-rrial  tivaty  with  Jchtw- 
ahaphat,  kin^ofJudah.and  united  with  him  in  building  aUll 
to  go  to  Tarehisfa ;  and  the  ships  were  built  in  Eziou-gaber; 
but  they  were  ahipwnxked,  and  not  alloweil  lo  accompliUi 
their  voyage  || 

Having  niPl  with  an  arrident  by  falliojr  down  through  ; 
lattice  in  his  upper  chamber,  Uiai  wax  in  N&maria,  he  becanu 
nick  and  acnt  fni-aa«>ogen  tu  rnquiro  of  Baal-oebub,  Ibe  | 
of  Ekron,  wbetbar  he  ahould  recover  from  hi<  divase. 
thcrxpnMCoaunaodof  God,  E^lijah  inlcnrept^d  these  uie 
ten  in  their  wnv,  and  uid  untu  thmi,  t*  it  not  brcauM  Ibera 
Is  not  a  God  in  Israel,  thai  ye  go  to  enquire  of  Baal-zebah, 
the  god  uf  Ekron  ?  Now,  tbendnr'?,  thus  lailh  Jehovah,  Thou 


I  Kioit*.  tt\  lA.  W.  t  1  Khiiri*  sfLSi.    Jufb.Tl.f0. 
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shall  not  come  down  from  lh»1  bed  on  wbi 
but  ahalt  surely  die.     And  Elijah  departc 

Dpuii  timkiiig  their  report  U>  Abaziah, 
manner  of  man  it  was  had  sent  bim  stic^ij 
when  (hoy  described  liim  (u  a  hair^'  niiin, 
girdle  of  leather  about  his  loias,  be  knew 
Tishbite.t 

Highly  enraged,  the  wicked  monarrh  in 
officer  with  fifh*  soldiers  to  apprehend  (be  profi 
the  (op  of  a  hilt  where  he  had  (:ikca  slither; 
had  the  officer  commanded  him  to  come  down 
the  kingt  than  Elijah  invoked  fire  from  heave 
auincd  the  whole  (roop.^  A  secood  Iroop  am 
errand  were  consumed  by  a  similar  miracle, 
monarch,  by  no  means  impressed  with  theai 
mentji,  persisted  in  ijending  a  third  troop  ;  tbe 
which  aware  that  bis  life  waa  in  bia  baudk«  and 
less  than  to  share  the  falc  of  those  that  bad  i 
came,  and  fell  on  his  kneett  befon.^^  Klijali,  luid  \ 
Oh  man  of  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  my  life  and  lb 
fitly  ihy  servants,  lie  precious  in  ihy  sight.  Beli 
fire  duwti  from  lieaveu  and  hunii  up  the  tt 
furroer  tiflies,  with  their  fifUes ;  therefore,  j 
prucious  in  thy  sight.g 

J(  jjleosfHl  God   DOW  to  ahew,  that  bei 
servant,  as  nell  in  the  midul  of  the  court  and  ^ 
Sainaria>  as  ou  (he  lop  of  a  lujlilary  inuuntain  | 
could  restrain  (he  bitter  vcniieance  of  AhazitJ 
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ents.  He,  (lierpfons  ordered  Elijah  lo  go  down  with 
Mtiird  troop,  and  not  to  be  nfraid  of  Ahaziah;  and  tlie 
prophet,  full  of  faith  and  confid«*nce  in  ihe  divine  promises, 
ieWed  a  ready  and  rhoerfnl  ol>ediene(*.  HaTing,  thprefore, 
Fpmwntcd  himself  before  Ahaziah,  hr  dL>tiverod  his  nipsftng^  ; 
Thutsaith  Jehovah,  Forasmuch  as  thou  hiut  sent  messeng:ers  ' 
lo  enquire  of  Ba<il-7ehiib,  the  f;od  of  Kkrun.  is  it  not  becaiisA 
there  ia  no  God  in  iKnwl  lo  enquire  of  his  word  ;  therefore 
tbou  fthult  not  come  down  off  ibnt  bed  on  which  thou  art  gone  i 
up,  but  shalt  surely  die.* 

iind,  add*  the  sacred  historian,  "  so  he  died,**f  barii^ 

ned  two  rears  over  Israel;^    and  was  laccecdcd  by  hia 

4b«r,S 
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It  IK  for  our  enrnuragcment,  as  well  as  fur  our  profit, 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  so  fr>*quently  notices  the  slightest 


indicAtions  of  guod,  in  the  various  rharariers  whom  h»] 
describes  ;  thcirin^  that  indeefl  and  in  truth  the  rrry  thought 
of  our  hcurts,  arc  known  tu  our oinnisrient  Creator  and  JudgejjJ 
•nd  that  wr  shall  indeed  bo  jad^ed  according  to  our  worfc4|J 
ahhough  wo  can  never  lie  saved  but  through  Ihe  free  tnerrf  1 
ud  KTOfC  uf  onr  LonI  Jnius  Christ. 

Thus,  although  Jehoram  wrought  evil  in  the  aigtit  of 
Jehovah,  yet  it  was  nut  in  iho  cie>f;;ree  that  hia  father  and 
mother,  Ahah  and  Jezebel,  had  done;  for  he  put  awuy  thff 
iRia^je  of  Baal  which  his  fallier,  at  the  instif^tion  i*f  his 
mother,  bad  set  up.  Slill,  however.  Itc  cleared  unto  tlio  sins 
of  Jeroboam,  tbe  son  of  Nebal,  which  made  Israel  to  sin,  and 
depar1<Hl  nut  from  lheni.|| 


•  a  KInit,  I.  til,  t  >  Klnr>.  t  17. 

t  1  Klogi.itlt  ai  \  ffKfoff.  1.17.        I  tfi:iaci.tll.t,a. 


JEUOttAU. 

It  was  in  llie  early  pnrt  of  this  reigTi  that  Jehovifc 

fit  to  Iraiudate  the  prophet  Etiph,  like  hu  armnt  £■ 
into  hoavi^ti,  without  subjecting  liini  to  the  uctfiufi  ^ 
mortidily.  Pn>lwraiory  lo  this  extraordinary  ncnl, 
wrnt  with  Elishu  lo  Gil;^al»  where  Elijah  wi^nl  EUl 
remain,  as  Jehovah  had  acnt  him  to  Beth-cJ.  B«l 
cither  uw:irR  of  the  nia^ificent  diii-plav  uf  cltTittf 
which  wati  about  ti>  follow,  ur  loo  aflWiiunatelv  altaiAiA 
his  master  to  leave  him.  positivelj  refused,  en 
(IcH'Iiirin^,  As  Jehovah  livelh,  and  as  tbr  soul  Uvctli,  1 
not  leave  Ihce;  no  they  bulh  went  down  ttj  ltoitt~el.  E 
then  pressed  him  to  nMnaiu  at  Belh-cl.  whilst  he  ml 
Jericho,  but  Eiisba  repeate<l  tbL>  sume  doclaraiion ;  u 
came  to  Joricho.  Onre  more  Elijah  tried  bU  papil'i 
and  perseverance,  but  in  vain;  and  tbey  went  oo  till 
arrived  at  the  river  Jordan. 

It  appears  that  it  was  well  known  lo  others,  as  «cfl  i 
Elixha,  that  some   extraordinary  occiirrrncc*    wa« 
take  place  with  rexjiecl  lo  Elijah  ;  fur  ihe  st>nft  of  the 
who  were  at  Helh-el  and  at  Jericho,  had  both  wsi 
that  he  was  about  tu  lose  his  master.*     Fifty  of 
men  had  now  followed  at  a  dlstaoce,  to   watch 
take  placet 

When  Elijah  arrived  at  the  margin  of  the  rivpr,  be 
his  mantle  together  and  smote  the  waler»,  uimI   the* 
divided  hither  and  thither,  so  ihat  ho  and  Eli^ba       ~ 
un  dry  ground.    When  on  ihe  other  side^  Elijah  asl 
what  he  should  do  fur  him,  before  he  was  taken  a  war 
him.     Etisba  said,  I  pray  tliee  let  a  double  potlioo 
spirit  be  upon  me.     And  he  said.  Thou  host   asiu*d    a 
thing:  nevertheless,  i f  thou  sec  me  w hen   1   am  taken 
thm',  it  shall  be  so  unto  Ibee;    but  if  nut*  it  shall  not 
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nd  it  came  lo  pass,  us  ibey  stilt  weot  od  ftnd  talked,  that, 
Iwhulcl,  itien-  Hppeureil  a  rliariot  of  fire,  and  horses  of  fire, 
BJid  partci)  them  both  asimder :  aud  Elijah  went  up  by  a 
Wrbirlwiiid  into  heaven.  And  Elisha  saw  it,  and  he  cried. 
My  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel,  and  the  horsemen 
Ihrreof.  And  he  saw  him  no  more  ;  and  he  took  hold  of  hiii 
own  clothes,  and  rent  thorn  in  pieces.  lie  took  up  also  (he 
BUDtle  of  Elijah  that  fi^ll  from  him.  and  went  buck,  and  stood 
by  the  bank  of  Jonlan :  antl  he  look  the  mantle  of  Elijah  that 
fell  from  him,  and  smote  the  waters,  and  laid.  Where  is 
Jebovab,  the  God  of  Elijah  ?  And  when  he  also  liad  Hmitlen 
the  waters,  they  fiarltY)  hither  ami  thither:  and  Eli&ha  utmt 
lover.  And  when  the  MinA  of  the  prophets  which  were  to 
I  view  at  Jericho  saw  Itini,  thi\v  said.  The  spirit  of  Elijah  doth 
I' rest  on  Elisha.  And  they  came  to  meet  him,  and  bowed 
themsekea  lo  tlie  i^uund  before  him.* 

I  Klisha  having  made  some  stay  at  Jericho,  the  men  nf  the 
1^1^  complained  to  him,  that  the  water  was  naught,  and  tbe 
Bnnnd  borren,  upon  whirh  Elisba  took  a  new  cruse,  aiul 
•navln;;  put  sail  therein,  he  cast  it  into  the  springs;  and 
I  k«sured  the  inhabitant«,  that  from  Ibenco  there  shonid  nut  be 
-liny  more  dearth,  or  barren  land,  and  the  waters  were  healed 
{Bccordiugly.f 

f  Purioff  on  to  Belb-el,  some  little  children  came  out  of  Uie 
city,  and  mocked  him.  crying,  Co  up,  thou  bald  head,  pj  up, 
thou  bald  head  ;  whereupon  Elislta  curvetl  lliem  in  the  name 
|ofJf^hovah;  and  there  rame  forth  two  she-bears  out  of  the 
wood,  and  lore  forty  and  two  children  of  them.t  Afler  which 


X  The  llebrew  don  not  nran  ekUJrfn,  but  corfA/ru,  projKgattf 
yasKjf  men. — A.Clirke  In  loeii,  snd  I^eTl's  I^tlcn  to  Pstne,  p.  109. ; 
by  botti  oFwhon  1h«  prophet  !•  triumphsMly  rxrulpsrMl  from  tfas 
lnBd«l  charge  of  oraeltf ,  and  the  jssdec  oftiod  Yladicated. 


3k 


and   fi 
coram 


the  accident  he  met  with,  and  InlQ 
no  steps  to  subdue  the  Moabile. 

Jehoram.  however,  hiiridg^  formed 
Jehodhnphat,  king  of  Judab,  and  with  1 
now  proceeded  to  chiistise  his  rebt*11ioci 
Ihrutigh  the  wilderness  of  Eilum,  and  f<| 
seven  days  journey,  tiiey  I'utnul  iheinselv^ 
the  host,  and  for  the  aittlc  tbnt  followed 
and  th<me  who  Itave  no  coramiinioci ' 
oonfidenre  in  God,  arc  usually  the  firstt 
and  thus  the  king  of  Israel  anjusllv  corapf] 
Jehovah  hath  railed  these  three  kiags  Mj 
tbeni  into  the  bond  of  Moab,*'||  but  why  J 
had  nut  soug^ht  him,  or  inquiretl  at  hisi 
khould  undertake  (his  expeditiuD  Kgau) 
Jebosbaphat,  however,  said,  Is  (here  nut 
Jehovah  of  whom  we  may  inquire  ?  And  U{ 
tliat  Etisha  was  (here,  all  the  three  kin|^  n 
When  they  appeared  the  prophet  wiid  to  J<r 
1  to  do  with  theo  ?  Get  ibee  to  the  propb«|i 
to  the  prophets  of  thy  niotlier ;  as  Jekovab  i 
fore  whom  1  Ktand,  were  it  nut  that  I  regt 
Jehoshaphul,  ibo  king  ol'  Jiidah,  I  would 


JCMOaAM. 


sei 


nor  see  thee.     But  now  bring  me  a  miaslrol.     And  it 

fimetopafls,  when  ihe  minstrel  played,  ibat  the  hand  of 

ilnvah  cnme  U|>on  him.     And  bo  said*  Thu:i  aailh  Johov-ah, 

■ake  this  valley  full  of  ditchc's.     For  ihus  ^ith  Jt^ltuvah,  Ye 

all  not  Rpe  wind,  neither  shall  yo  seo  min  ;  yet  tliat  valley 

Jl  be  filled  with  water,  that  ye  may  drink,  both  ye,  and 

Dur  cattle,  and  your  beasts.     Ami  this  is  but  a  li^ht  thing 

tthm  light  of  Jehuvah:  he  will  deliver  the  iMuabitcs  also 

I  your  hand.     And  ye  shHll  fonito  every  fenced  city,  and 

'  choice  city,  and  shall  fell  every  good  tree,  and  stop  all 

^«1U  of  water,  and  niar  every  ^oud  piece  of  land  with  tttaneji, 

Vnd  it  came  to  pass  in  the  luoruing,  when  the  meat  uHcring 

^os  utTtTcd,  tliat  behold  there  coiue  water  by  the  way  of  Edom, 

yind  the  country  was  fdled  with  water.* 

^     The  Moabites  assembled  tlivir  anuies  to  encounter  thisco- 

.  a1itiun,aud  from  some  suprmalural  efft*ct  pntduccd  by  the  sua 

fUpon  the  water,  it  appeared  to  tbeni  as  red  as  blood;  which 

,  they  took  for  a  symptom  that  the  confoderaie  kin^  had  been 

fi^htin^  amonje;st  thenuelTea,  and  that  the  allied  hosta  had 

slatii  each  other;  whence  ihi^  said,  **>ow,  tberelbre>  Moab 

lo  thc8poil.*'t 

Presuming  upon  thixsup]iO)iilioii,  and  probably  inattentive 
to  order  and  discipline,  the  Muabites  approached  the  camp  of 
Israel ;  when  the  Israelitex  roK*-  up  and  sniote  the  MoabiieA, 
so  that  they  fled  Itefurr  thmn ;  and  went  forwanl  uniting  the 
Moabites  even  in  their  country.  And  ihey  Iteat  down  the 
cities,  and  im  i>v*>r>'  good  piece  of  land  rust  t>vfry  man  his 
itone,  and  filled  it;  and  tlwjr  atopjird  nil  the  welU  uf  wafer, 
and  felled  all  (be  good  trees ;  only  in  Klr-hanuelh  leA  ibey 
the  stones  iherror;  hnwbeit,  the  slin^rs  went  ahont  it  and 
unote  it.  And  when  the  king  of  Moab  saw  that  tbi^  holllo 
was  loo  sore  for  him,  be  took  with  htm  seven  hundred  men 
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that  drew  twotdsj '  to  bw»k  through 
Kdom  ;  bnt  thej'  couWl  not.  Then  he  toi 
should  have  reined  in  his  6tcad,  and  ofli 
offering  upon  the  «'aU.*  And  there  wafl 
ag^ninst  Israel^  and  they  departed  from  hj 
ilieir  own  land.t 

It  is  during  this  roign  that  some  of  tb 
performed  by  Elishn  are  related ;  viz.  t 
widow's  oil  to  enable  her  to  pay  her  credi 
and  patriotism  of  the  woman  of  8hunom  re 
of  a  son,  and  \m  subsequent  restoraticm  td 
of  the  poisoned  pottage  ;!|  tbe  multiply ingr.^ 
order  to  supply  a  niuHilndc;^  the  cleanij 
Naaman,the  Sj^an  commander,**  unqaed 
most  l>eautiful  and  instructive  Tolationa  tq 
book  or  language ;  and  the  recovery  of  the  I 

But  the  sen  ices  of  Elisha  were  nut  confiiu 
of  private  individuals  only ;  for  the  king* 
revived  the  war  against  Israel  placed  a  c«| 
Jehomm,  when  Elisha  sent  him  word  lo  1 
the  place  of  the  ambush  ;  who  thereupoB  scnl 


*  Sp<>  ■  ^rent  namber  of  instances  of  timnar  i 
almost  all  the  nations  or  ancient  aikI  modern  pan 
Burder,  O.  L.  No.  67U.,  and  Burilcr,  O.  C.  No.  4) 
WlUon,  and  others,  howcTer.  luppose  ibat  ibe  kl| 
DDBUCceisful  »orlie.  had  taken  Ihe  »on  or  the  king- 1 
and  that  It  waa  the  prince  of  Itluiuaa,  and  not  h 
the  king  of  Moab  Mcrlfleed  en  the  wall.— See  A.  i 


^d  this  was  repeatml  several  titnes  tiH'  the  klag  of  Syria 
Hki  tn  simporl  the  fiHMity  of  his  own  offioen,  and  asked, 
^11  ye  not  shew  me  which  of  us  is  for  the  king  of  Israel  ? 
"ut  ihoy  truly  ansfwercd  him,  None,  my  lord,  O  king-,  but 
lisha,  thi^  pniphet,  that  is  in  Israel,  tellfih  the  king  of  Israel 
|*e  wunU  that  ihou  speakeat  in  thy  betlchoinber.* 
Benhadnd  havjncf  ascertained  that  the  prophet  wasiu  Du- 
,  Bent  an  anned  force  to  surround  the  city,  and  when  his 
Qt  with  u  fainting  heart  said,  Alas,  my  master,  how 
ill  we  da;  Elisha  replied,  Pear  nut,  for  tliey  that  be  with 
are  num^  than  they  that  i»  with  tiieni ;  and  Ibereupon 
Irayin^  that  the  yoMng^  man's  eye«  mi-^hl  t>e  ttpened,  he  there 
|iw  that  Elislia  was  protcrted  hv  horses  and  cltariols  of  fire, 
irhirh  lilted  t\w  imtiinlain  by' the  divine  command.f 
I  But  this  WAS  not  all,  fiir  God  having,  at  the  prayerof  Elifilia, 
mote  tho  Syriiiii  host  with  bliiidiif-4>,  (he  ]}riipht>t  <-ain6 
tfnongHl  Ihem  and  nmituciod  them  into  the  midst  of  Samaria, 
tnd  then  their  eyes  were  opened.  The  king  of  Israel  would 
■VB  slain  Iheni,  hut  Eliaha  said,  Wiuildest  thou  smite  those 
WmHf*  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy  sword  and  with  thy 
low?  Set  hre.ad  »nd  water  before  them  that  they  may  egt 
tnd  drink,  and  goto  their  master.  And  he  prepared  great 
iruvi^ont  f'T  them ;  and  when  they  had  eaten  and  drunk,  ho 


•  9  Klitf*.  vl.  Ct—U. 

t  »  Kin^.  «I.  18—17.  What  sMonliblBgliitvreoan*  had  ttiis  man 
srilli  hcsTra  !  It  teem*  the  whole  hcsicnly  hoit  tiad  tt  In  cotnmlfl- 
tion  tu  liclp  hlai.'— A.  Clarhr.  And  wlisl,  but  tlie  wsnl  or  faklh, 
Iqiritrs  wery  bcllcTiug  ChiUliso  of  nqutllf  povtrful  protr«tloa  ? 

I  WbM  Kli»L)s  khewixl  Jplntraui  Ih*  Impropricljr  of  «Uughtrrinir 
rrlioaera  of  wsr.  wboni  lie  had  ukeo  eaptlvt,  much  more  that  of 
Mnttiiiir  ihot«  wtioa  Uod  bad  led  Into  that  situation,  ha  detUtCil 
Voa  bia  parpoiv ;  nay,  h«  obeytd  tbe  prophet's  orderi  la  eaterUUt* 
ng  and  iliimlksing  lti«  whole  anny  ]  Yet  tbU  rery  man  soon  an«r 
dftemiined  to  nurcUsribU  same  propbat!    8cot  lu  loco. 


silver^  and  me  lonrth  part  ot  a  cab 
of  silver. 

Highly  fxcitetl  by  tbe  agonizing:  i 
who  had  consented  to  boil  ber  son  (o  pt 
Jehoram  uho  had  so  1at(^1y§  subniiUed 
Ihurily  of  Kliitba,  now  suddenly  sworr*,||9 
also  to  nie,  if  the  head  of  Elisha,  Ibe  son  l 
stand  on  hitn  this  day.1T  j 

WhilHt  Elisha  sat  in  his  house  with  (ho  e^ 
arrived  from  the  king  ;  but  aware  of  l>tH  mun 
he  onlt^red  tbe  dour  lo  be  «but  till  JoborAG 
uh<>ii  flio  prophet  ibtu  addressed  him.   Uei 

Jehovah;  thus  saith  Jehovabi  To-murrnw 

■ '- '         ■    ■ —        I 

*  Tliftt  is,  the  land  of  fxrael  wns  oo  longer  Ut 
dnlory  bands  of  HjtIb — ll  <loca  nnl  meaa  thaC  H 
invaile  again.     Scot  and  A.  Clarke  in  lo«o> 

t  aKingti,  \\.  \fi—9i. 

X  This  T«ry  evil  Mows  had   foretold  shoatd 

ihcy  forsook  God.— Oeul.  u*lli.  53— AT.     The  sg 

Ihh  wr«tclied  peopV,  wh«i  bvswged  by  Nfbiid 

V.  10.    And  Hgdiu,  wliBO  Tiiui  besieged  Ji^ru 

S07.aD(l  A.Clarke  In  loco,  and  on  Matt.  ix\w. 

^  i  Kings.  Ti.  «3. 

d  Either  Elislia  liod  dcnouncMl  this  jud^rm^ni 

Itis  siiis,  or  Jaliomm  AspfHiftcd  that  It  vaa  Mod 
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3ifc]l  a  measure  of  fine  Hour  be  sold  for  a  shekel,  ami  two 
ires  of  barley  for  a  shekel,  in  ihe  gate  of  Samaria.* 
To  thiR  mprcifal  intimntion,  which  oufi^ht  to  have  fill^xl  their 
earta  will)  joy  ami  graiiiiidr,  an  infidel  roiirtier,  on  whoitp 
land  the   kins:  I'^^nnod,   tauntingly  reniarkcH,  "  Rcholrl,    if 
lebuvah  would  niakf  windows  in  heaTen,  tni^bt  ibis  ihinp 
f*  And  Elisha  said.  Behold,  thonahalt  see  it  with  thin*> 
lyrs,  btil  shall  not  cat  iherrof.t 

Pursuant  to  ibis  pronii»e,  Jehovah  had  made  the  host  of  tho 
lyriaiw  to  hear  a  nuise  of  chariots,  and  a  Doiac  of  horses,  eTCti 
tbe  noise  of  a  great  host ;  and  thoy  said  ono  to  unnthor,  Lo, 
he  king  of  turael  halh  hired  a^iiva  us  lUo  kins^  of  ihe  Hil- 
lii'Vi,  nitd  iIh'  kiiig^  of  the  E^'|itianH,  lo  ciMne  upon  lu. 
TVhfreforo  iboy  arose  and  flod  iii  the  Iwiligbl,  and  loft  ihoir 
feats,  and  ibeir  hnrseK,  and  their  asses,  evon  the  camp  as  it 
WM,  and  Hed  fur  their  liff4 

It  itould  seem  that  neither  Jebonmi  nor  his  courtieni,  bad 
jtlarcd  any  reliance  upon  tho  pn^iphcl's  dcrlaration,  at  least 
they  do  not  appear  lo  Itaie  tieon  walchinf;  liie  SvTiau  amty, 
and  werf  nitKl  likely  inimrrscd  in  thi?  »](T|t  uf  inlidelity  and 
despair.  In  tho  city,  howt-vor,  there  wen*  four  lepen*,  who 
from  Ibeir  melancholy  sttuation,^  wltc  necessarily  suReriiig, 
if  possible,  roon>  aeverely  iliaii  tite  oilier  inhabitants. 

TboM  anhappyil  men,  aware  of  tfao  dmperate  Htate  of  the 
Bsrfeged,  aud  rrriaiu  that  from  tbe  diseased  awl  pruttcribiKl 
rondilion  in  whirh  they  were  thcmsclTM.  thtj  most  not  ruMi 
rily  be  amongst  ttin  first  victima  lo  the  &ntno  and  dIstrMs 
which  prevailed,  consulted  together  whether  they  could  pas- 
sibly  be  worse  off  if  they  gave  tbemsclvcs  up  lo  the  Sjrruns. 

*  9  Kins*,  »H.  I.         +9  KInm  »il.  9.         J  «  Kln^i,  »ll.  0.  7 

^  r^f .  alU.  4A,  m. 
I  It  i«  Auppoted  that  llic  Ivper*  wlio  gtiv  Inrnmitlon  of  tlt«  Syri- 
ant'  retreat,  were  QfhaxI,  lh«  wrraoi  of  EUilis,  and  hti  three  scdb. 
Am.  BayUy  la  fl  Kinp,  Tiii.4. 


:iT  own  nunger  ana  iniisc,  una 
treasurcic  wliicli  ibe  friitti*«i«l 
fiut  tUey  :i)i^i  recullect>>d  that  it  wius  lbet| 
mediate  intclli^f'iire  tu  ihcir  miitilr>-nion 
tiit'y  returned  to  llie  city  and  infuraipi 
word  tu  the  palace,* 

The  king  haviri[;  :inst^n,  and  il  Ik-iii^ 
iHcting:,  niu»t  probably,  thv  Uieplan  of  the  1 
layin^ambushes  for  bim,  be  fully  expected  t% 
ubjent.  At  tho  Biiggcstinn  of  imo  of  his  ^ 
sent  two  hon>etnen  to  reconnoitrp,  who  bl| 
marcb  of  the  Syrian  host  unto  tbo  river  Joel 
reported  to  tbeir  sovereign  that  all  tbe  way  w| 
and  vesseU,  wbicb  tbe  Syrians  tiad  cast  mw{ 
At  this  inliOli^^^nct*  tbe  besieged  sullied  fijri 
tents  of  the  Syrians,  so  that  a  measure  of  fl 
for  a  shekel,  and  two  mcasarea  of  barley  |far| 
ing  to  the  word  of  Jehovah.t  j 

But  the  glory  of  Gnd  having  beeD  vin<HM| 
vant  justified,  it  was  ftill  proper  tlial  the  ) 
infidel  should  bo  signally  punished  ;  and,  th 
baring  appointed  that  infiilel  loni  to  the  cU 
as  a  post  of  lionnur  and  coiifiilencr,  tbe 
Uiroiig  soou  overpowered  bim,  and  be 


► 


crowd;  he  saw  indeed  the  plenty  with  his  eyes,  but  he 
not  thereof.  • 

Benhadad  thp  king:  of  S^Tin  being  con6nod  with  sickness, 
r  ,d  hfaring  thni  Elisba  the  prophet  was  arrived  at  Damaacus, 

rat  Hii/ael  hia  chief  officer  to  htra  with  a  preseiil,t  to  in- 
lire  whether   he   should  recover  of  his  difseaso.     To  this 
^quiry  Elisba  said,  **Go  say  uoto  hiin,  Thou  roayest  ccr- 
^inly  recover: J  howbeit  Jehovah  bath  shewed  me  that  be 
nirely  die.*'     And  he  settled  his  countenaiKe  stedfastly, 
he  was  ashamed ;  and  the  man  of  God  wept,§    Upon 
^■IMi*B    inquiry     why    ho    wept,     the     prophet     replied. 
Became  I  know  the  evil  that  tbou  wilt  do  unto  the  children 
Israel :  their  ftrong  holds  wilt  tbou  set  on  fire,  and  their 
ung  men  will  thou  Hlay  wifh  the  sword,  and  wilt  dash 
icir  children,  and  rip  op  their  wouten  with  child.'*     And 
Bid,  But  what,  is  thy  servant  a  d<^,  that  he  should 
this  great  tbing?l|   And  Eltsha  answered,  Jehovab  bath 
wed  ine  that  thou  shall  be  king  over  Syria.^ 

his  return,  Ibiit  high  minded  Utrd  who  pretended  to  be 

T  struck,  at  being  supposed  capable  of  the  crimes  and 

lelties  whicb    Elisha    bad    foretold,    first    deceived   fail 

ign  wiih  a  deliberate  falsehood,  by  telling;  him  that  the 

ittl  had  assured    him  he  should  recover;    and  almost 


•  2  Klnsi,  Til.  17— W.  rtl.  2. 
t  SuSdent  lo  l<t«d  rurljr  ctmeU,  3  Kiogi.  vlil.  0. 
*  fisy  thofl  eerUinljr  will  nol  recover,  for  JrboTsb,  *o.  This  U 
ihe  iMtgsl  rnidlnK,  and  iv«n9  lo  be  prercrahlo  to  that  of  the  margin* 
fO,  and  tbfl  VuIgKte.  A  Baylcy  In  toco.  "Thai  U,  Qod  hai  not  rf«. 
lermintd  rhy  death,  nor  will  11  b«  a  m*c*t»»iy  rotut^nmcr  of  tttr  4iutu« 
by  whtoh  IhoD  srt  now  afllettil  i  bat  Uiii  wichrd  man  ('llaxael)  will 
Ibuie  the  puwvr  ind  trufl  Ihnu  bail  rrpoan)  In  him,  and  will  lake 
k«ay  thy  life.  Il«  (Benhadail)  nilgtit  ll«e  for  all  hit  ilekaeti,  but 
\k»m  will  put  so  end  to  hli  life."     A.  Clarrk. 

^  SKlnfB.  vili.  10,  11.  I  Sre  note  p.  OOi. 


oke  out,  between  Hozad  and  JebonflH 

of  Benhndacl,  butb  nations  bad  be^a  a| 
possFVsion  of  Ramoth  Gtlesd;  so  now  JeM 
that  cily  from  the  Syrian  monarch,  nod  i 
thvrti :  in  wliirli  hn  had  been  a!»i>tfp(l  by  ] 
Judoh :  but  havinj^  been  severi'ly  woiindaf 
Jezreel  to  be  liealod,  leaving^,  as  i(  wxiutd  ae^ 
of  Ninislii,  In  the  commikncl  of  his  onny.-f- 

Whilxl  Jehonini  thus  lay  sick,  Elisha  6on| 
prophets  with  a  box  of  oil  lo  Raniotfa,  idJ 
Jehu  ;*  with  directions  when  ho  bad  a 
open  ihe  door,  and  flee,  and  not  to  tariT-, 
man,  even  the  young-  man  the  prophet^  i 
Gilcad.  And  when  he  came,  heboid,  tlK{ 
host  were  sitting';  and  he  said,  I  havo  m 
O  captain.  And  Jehu  said,  llnio  whicb  o] 
said,  To  thee,  O  captain.  And  ho  arose,  ad 
hoiue ;  and  he  poiirrd  the  oil  on  his  head,  aq 
Thus  saith  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel.  1  bai 
kitig  over  the  people  of  Jehovah,  even  over  I 
ahalt  sDiile  the  bouse  of  Ahah  Ihy  master,  tj 
the  btood  of  my  servants  ibe  prophets,  and  tli 
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^  of  Jeliovah,  at  Iho  litind  of  Jezebel.  Far  the  whole 
of  Abab  shall  ptTiiih :  oad  I  will  cut  oft'  frurn  Ahab 
male,  anil  him  that  is  shut  up  and  left  in  Israel ; 
make  (he  house  uf  Aliab  like  iho  bouse  of  Jeroboam, 
D  of  Nebat,  and  like  the  hotiso  of  Baaylta,  the  son  of 
h;  and  ihc  dug^  shall  eat  Jexebel  in  tlie  portion  of 
1,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  htm'  her.  And  having 
red  his  niessa^,  hv  opened  (he  door  and  I1e<],  as  he  had 
Eonimandod  by  Elisha.* 

u  anointed,  Jvhu  conspin^l  an^ninsl  his  eovereigii,  and 
g  been  proclaimed  k\n^  by  the  troops,  and  laid  an  in- 
on  of  secrecy  upon  them,  he  proceeded  instantly  in  a 
rt  to  Jecreel,  where  Jeborani  then  lay  with  bis  nephew 
lab,t  king  of  Judab,  who  bad  gone  lo  visit  bim  in  lii^i 
ded  state.; 

llRHin  as  the  watchman  descried  the  approach  of  Jehu, 
Ihe  watch  tower  of  Jezreel,  Jehoiani  scat  mcsaengera 


•flKlngi.U.  I— 10. 


t  monarch,  togclhor  wilh  Ah«ziab.  \ 
respective  chariots  agiiinst  Jehu  ;  and  it  1 
the  providence  ol*  Gu<K  that  they  should 
purtion  of  Nulmlh,  tlie  Jezreelite,  in  tbaj 
Ahab  ihc  father  of  Jehor^m,  or  raihvr  ', 
so  wickedly  ubtnioed  from  the  cons 
subomatinn  ofperjun,-  niid  murder.^ 

Ai  Mion  as  Jehomni  saw  Jehu.  Iti>  ac 
peace,  Jehu  ?  Upon  which  the  taller  K>p1i<{ 
Iuii>;  as  ibc  whiircdoms  of  thy  uioiher  Jezel 
rraAs  are  so  many?  Jehoram  exclaiming 
there  was  treacberj',  tiime<l  his  chariot  ani 
drew  a  bow  with  his  full  strength,  and  smote 
his  arms,  and  the  arrow  went  nut  at  his  hi 
down  in  hts  chariot.  Then  said  Jehu  to  B 
Take  up,  and  ca&t  htm  in  the  portion  of  tU 
the  Jezreelite:  for  rememl)er  how  that,  whi 
tftgcthcr  aHer  Ahab  his  f»ilier»  Jehovah  tin 
pbccy  :§  Surely  I  have  seen  yesterday  the  biq 
the  blood  of  his  sons,  saith  Jehovah :  and  ] 
in  this  plat,  saith  Jehovah.  Now,  therefoi 
hiro  into  the  plat  of  gronnd,  accordingJ 
Jebovab.ll  I 

On  approaching  the  lower  or  palace,  Jee^ 
Ahab,-  looked  out  al  i  wioduw,  when  at  Ibo  « 


JEHU. 

rmnuclis  ihrew  her  down,  and  her  blood  was  sprinkled 
he  wal),  and  on  tlie  houses ;  and  he  trod  bpr  under  foot. 
Dllcctin^  aHerwardi,  lliat  thU  cursed  woman  vtas  the 
;btcr  uC  a  kin^,  1h>  sent  out  orders  lo  bare  hor  bunic^ ; 
Ibey  found  no  nioro  of  her  than  th^  skull,  and  the  feet, 
ihc  pairn  of  her  handu,  wherebv  was  fnlfilled  the  prophecj 
Elijah,  that  tn  the  portion  of  Jezrcel  ditgs  should  ent  the 
I  of  Jezebel;  and  that  Ibc  cunas  of  Jezebel  should  be  as 
f  upon  the  liice  of  the  field,  in  the  portion  of  Jczrecl,  so 
the)  »buuUJ  not  nay.  This  is  Jeaebd.* 


J  E  n  V. 


As  Abab  liad  still  sevenfy  soot  surviving,  h  was 
necessary'  for  Jehu  to  act  willi  policy ;  and,  therefore, 
he  tient  tn  the  rulers  of  Samaria,  and  the  aiders,  iind 
jested  lo  them  to  pUos  the  moat  promising  of  the  pnncefl 
da  father's  throne.  Intimidated,  howefer,  with  what  bad 
irred,  and  most  probably  stupetting  that  Jehu  was  only 
in^  lo  disrorcr  who  were  his  enemies,  they  imme<liately 
«d  nnconditiouBl  subuiictiun  to  tlte  usurper;  and,  by  hia 
UAod,  eTen  the  confidential  luiora  and  piardlans  of  lJw<ae 
ippy  youths,  hesitated  not  to  inilmte  their  hands  in  tho 
d  of  their  late  master's  cfaildr^'n  ;  for  having'  beheaded 


I  Klnp.  li.  Wk— 87.  1  Klsf «,  iiL  tt-  "  Tber«  was  aot  er«a  a 
irjr  it*mt  la  tajr  h«re  llri  Jrivbel  f  Not  e««D  ■  mo««iI  */  taUk 
fslfinsle  lb«pUo«  of  her  Bepnllure!  JudgvMil  UGed's  tinuig* 
I ;  but  wbro  tie  eoutendi.  how  tcrrlbtfi  sre  hli  jsditnienU  !  sod 
I  he  ainKth  lo  rsreots  jodfiaent,  who  vhsll  ilijr  his  hand  E 
Attp  are  bis  touafcls,  tad  how  terrible  are  his  vorilngt.**^ 

JIEKK. 

8r 


escud 
the  soli 


Mm;  but  who  slew  all  the«e?  Know; 
fall  unto  llie  earth  notbiog  of  the  wm 
he  spake  concerning  the  house  of  A  ha 
done  that  which  he  spakt^  hy  his  serv^ 
slew  alt  that  rt'oiaiued  of  the  house  4 
ond  all  his  great  men,  and  bis  kinsfolks^ 
he  Icrt  bim  douc  rL'tnainiog.t  Apd  lhi 
declaration  of  Elijah  ;  Him  that  escaped 
shall  Jehu  slay;  and  him  that 
shall  Elisha  slay.**t 

JJaving  met  with  Jehonadab, 
cofning  Id  meet  btro»  he  saluted  him,  ^ 
thine  heart  right,  as  my  heart  is  with  tl| 
nadab  answered^  It  is.  If  it  be,  give  tm 
he  gave  him  bin  hand  ;  and  he  look  hin 
charioL  And  ho  said.  Come  with  me^  J 
Jehovah.  So  they  made  him  ride  in  btsi 
he  came  to  Samaria,  he  slew  all  that  rea 
Samaria,  till  he  bad  destroyed  him.  accfl 
of  Jehovah,  which  he  spake  to  Elijah.g 

But  Jcbu^s  commission  was  not  yet 
under  the  pretext  of  offering  a  great  sai 
leclcd  all  the   idolatrous  priests  and  m 


,  flrnl  burnt  (he  image  of  Baal,  and  broke  down  the 

,  and  made  it  a  draught  hoofic.* 

r^ealowt,  however,  as  Jebo  appeared,  he  departed  not  from 

ana  uf  Jeroboam ;  to  wit,  the  golden  calves  that  were  iu 

lb-«l  and  that  were  in  Doii.    And  Jnhovah  said  unto  Jehn, 

.  cause  tbou  hast  done  well  in  ex&culins^  lh»t  which  is  right 

mine  eyes,  and  hast  done  unto  the  house  of  Ahab  according 

all  that  wu  in  mine  heart,  thy  children  of  the  fourth 

noration  shall  i^it  on  ttie  tlirunc  of  Israel.     But  Jehu  took 

•  li«ed  to  walk  in  the  law  of  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel,  with 

1  hU  heart ;  for  he  departed  not  from  the  aina  of  Jeroboam, 

mch  made  lirae)  to  ain.f 

It  is  not,  therefore,  tu  be  wonderetl  at  that  Jehovah  began 
T  cat  Iirael  simrl ;  for  Hazael  smote  iheni  in  nil  the  roasts  of 
ln«el,  from  Jonlan  eastward,  all  the  land  of  Gilead,  the 
Sadites,  and  the  Rvubenite«,  and  the  Manassites,  from  Aroer, 
irhich  is  by  the  river  Anion,  even  Gilead  and  Bashan.^ 

After  Tvigning  twenty-eight  yrars  over  Israel,  he  died  a 
tatural  dcnth,  and  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  tn 
lamana  ;  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

PR  Tail  monarch  also  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the 
'*'  *"  sight  of  Jehovah,  and  fallowed  the  sins  of  Jeroboam, 
^^*  the  son  of  Nebat,  which  made  Israel  to  ain.^  And 
the  anger  of  Jrbovah  was  kindled  against  liinieU  and  he 
delivered  ihfm  into  Iht*  hand  nf  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  and 
into  the  hand  of  Benhadod,  the  sun  of  Hazael,  all  their  days. 
And  Jehoihaz  besoaght  Jebovab,  and  Jehovah  hearkened 


J  E II 0  A  H  A  Z. 
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*  1  Klngfl.  s.  l»-4ft.  t  'i  RlnK*,  X.  90—31. 

{  3  KiDfs.  !.»,».  \9  Klngfl.  sill.  1, 9, 

3r-2 


made  lameR 


Deior«ume.    i^e 

Uie  liouso  uf  JeroBowK,  wiiu 

therein ;  and  tUcre  reinaii>ed  the  grove  also  j 

Iberdid  he  leave  of  tbo  peoplr  to  Jehoahal 

men,  and  trn  chariots^  and  ten  thousand 

king  uf  S)Tia  had  desirojred  ihem^  aud  ba 

the  dust  by  ihrciihin^.* 


*  S  Kings,  xiii*  S—7.  Few  pouaffas  of 
inatructlvo  lessons  than  Ihe  carter  of  flazael. 
streaming  eypA  rnretold  the  tnisery.  mio,  and  cni 
woald  inflict  upon  the  prophet's  countrymen.  daJ 
of  their  childreo,  lod  rip  up  the  wDmeo  with  ctit) 
IndigiiHnl,  and  inquired.  la  tliy  terfanti  dny.  thmt\ 
Do  jrou  ttnogtue  tJiat  1  am  the  ult;  outcast  of  sod 
of  perpetrntiiif;  Huch  unheatd  of  wicirdnefis  !  3  j 
And  yet  this  he  did  and  more — ho  weol  home  and' 
tinted  his  iinsuKpeelin^sorprrlgn,  Oenhadad,  by  oa 
cious  methods  of  comtnlttiag  murder  (*2  KinKv,  n 
he  (ippiesscd  Israel,  he  made  ihrm  like  th*  d 
2  Kli)g«,  Kill.  7.  And  that  Is  rxomplifled  the  Iq 
«rcr>  huQion  heart.  Ilazacl  alaillvd  at  bf  in|c  lho4 
his  king— of  children— sod  wontiMt  nilh  child !— b 
was  in  Aw  heart  and  h  In  nrr^  human  heart,  ma^  4 
called  forth  b;  the  appropriate  iDclifinent  or  pr«t< 


ahaz  reij^pd  over  Israel  apvonteen  yeais,  when  bo 
it  wilh  liis  rutliers,  and  was  btirietl  iu  Summiu;  and  waa 


J  0  A  8  H. 


t. 


This  monarch  found  llii;  kingdom  in  a  very  de- 
preased  state,  on  acconnt  of  tbe  cunqueits  and  aevc- 
ritiea  of  Hazael,  kint;  of  SirTia;  but  still  Jehovah  was 
rioiu  unto  Israel,  and  had  compassiun  un  them,  and  had 
Mct  unto  them,  because  of  bis  covenant  with  Abrabani. 
IT,  and  Jacob,  and  would  not  destroy  tUfrn  ;  neither  cast 
Ibein  from  hi*  presence  as  yet.    So  Hazael,  king  of  S^Tia, 

Lan4l  RiMiliiidad,  hia  son,  reigned  in  his  stead.     And 
h,  Itio  son  of  Jeboahaz,  look  a^n  out  of  tbe  ham)  of 
ihadad,  I  he  Hon  of  l^azael,  the  cities  which  he  liad  taken 
of  Iho  ban*!  of  Jehoahaz,  hU  father,  by  war.     Three 


.he  painful  falttories  and  SMret  aniletlet  of  prirali?  families  wora 
«  poblle  ;  In  rrtpwl  of  miMert  of  which  ih»  la»»  do  not  take 
aiiance,  bol  «Kieh  break  the  hoarta,  and  conflfo  lo  th»  frravo 
ly  a  fftiihrul  and  alfeclloiiile  wife,  and  many  ■  trDdsr-bearteii 
lira  and  frirad.  Bm  aootbtr  exanple  of  tbt  aama  son,  p.  MM, 
.1. 

idim  Clarke  tlilnki  the  abof  R  Tiear,  whlcli  U  the  oiiial  and  auMt 
imonly  rfcelted  eooilruclloa  of  this  pastafe,  quite  orruneoui ; 

that  to  far  froai  Hixael  being  Btrock  with  horror  at  the  conlea- 
tlon  of  Aach  atrociti*!  baiag  pfrp«lnilt>(l  bj  himself,  ho  was 
ghled  at  the  proipect,  sad  that  bU  eictamailon  lioplied  ttatibi  aoil 
•  Irat  to  Inconsidvrablo  a  prrton,  khuuld  not  be  c»i<abl«  of  ptt' 
Ding  toeb  mighty  aclioni.  Ilia  argumt^nt  ii  chiefly  founded  on 
tapraaalon  "great  thing,"  «hich  the  Doctor  thlnki  lUzael  wniild 

hafa  Made  use  of.  If  he  had  rvganlrd  the  proce<*diogi  which 
iha  foratold  with  horror.     Not«  on  S  Klngi,  vUt,  IS. 
3V3 


vu  ineir  muni  nuiiMi«  ids 
kindled  a^ninsl  Judali,  fell  Upon 
even  unto  Ui'tli-lturon,  and  sraote  tliivo  i 
took  mucli  spoil. ^ 

Out  of  tbU  circunutance  it  u  pralsabl 
between  these  sister  stales;  fiir  Anaadj 
sent  to  Joosh,  tlic  son  of  Jeboabax,  ||m 
Itirucl,  sa}^!!^,  Comr,  let  us  see 
And  JuhjU,  king^  of  Israel,  wnt  to 
tiayin^^*  Ttie  (bititie  that  was  in  Lei 
that  Uii^  in  Li-bauon,  aaylag,  Givt;  tbr  i 
to  wife;  and  there  |iaa»ed  by  a  uiUt  hoi 
Don,  and  Irudo  down  tho  thisUc.  TboU' 
smitten  the  EtIomit£«;  and  tbine  heu] 
boast ;  abide  now  at  houic;  why  frhuul 
Ibtiiti  hurt,  <bat  thou  shouldctft  (9l\^^ 
wiib  thee  ?|| 

Aninztab,  however,  would  not  listeffT 
tbo  Iwo  muiiarclts  with  their  armies 


rvaaaai 


"4 

itein 

1 


*  It  Wat  in  Ibis  noniirch  no  ifoobi  thnt  th« 
Kln|r«  ptrenlhrlieally  intl,  M  it  «er«,  |>ro[ilU 
J«hoT«li  gave  larael  a  Bsvlonr,  &c.    See  p.  01 
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(ibenu<«b,  in  Juduli;  when  Judah  was  pti(  to  Aighl, 
fvry  man  lied  to  his  tent.  And  Joash,  ifac  king  uf 
iouk  Aiiiaziuh,  king  of  Judali,  ibc  hmi  of  Juash,  the 
Brbuahaz,  ut  Belh-blmnesh,  and  brunght  hiiii  to  Jeru- 
f  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  JpniNalrjn,  from  the  ^le 
imini  to  tbo  comer  ^te,  four  bundrod  cubits.  And  b*^ 
U  ibegiild  and  Ibc  silver,  und  all  tbo  v<>ku*Im  that  wc 
the  huu«t*  of  timl  with  Olnnlpdom,*  and  tho  trea 
king'*   boiue,   the   bc»tage«   abu,  imd   returned  to 

.«  Ibc  prophet,  hiving  &1Imi  EJck,  Juash,  the  king  of 

down  untu  him,  awI  wept  over  hti  face,  anrl  mid, 

Liber,  ni,v  father,  thu  cburiul  uf  litrael,  and  the  borse- 

lerfiif.     And   Klinha  said  untu  him.  Take  buw  and 

^     And  b«^  took  unto  him  bow  and  urrow!!.     And  hu 

t  the  king  of  lara^.  Put   ibino  hand  upon  the   bow, 

t  pill  bi«  hand  upon  it :  and  Klisha  put  his  hands  upon 

^'h  bandit.     And  h*>  tuid,  Ojx^n  the  window  cAsiwnrd. 

inppnwl  it.     Then  Elisha  mid,  Shool,  and  be  shol. 

■  Mid.  The  arrow  of  ihr*  lord's  dellvcraiKe,  aod  the 

of  drliveninre  Irom   S\Tla:   for  Ihoti  ahatt  smffe  tlie 

It  in  Apbek,  till  Ihou  have  consumed  them.     And  ho 

Take  the  anowa,  ami   hi*   luuk    them.     And  he  laid 

be  king  of  Israel,  Smile  u|khi  the  icruuud.     And   be 

thrice,  nnd  atayod.     And  the  man  of  Gud  was  wroth 

dm.  «nd  Mid,  Tbon  tdiouldest  huve  uuilten  fi«r  or  «ix 

(  then   badst   ibou  smitten  S^Tta  till  thou  harUt   ron- 

il :   wherraw  now  tbou  ^lialt   unite  Syria  but  tbrire. 

Bliaha  died,  and  ibcy  buried  him.     And  lb«  banda  of 


it-«di»R  R&il  lili  ttMeentlftnti  wfn>«itniit<s]  with  th«  ke«>pinf 
paw  of  jtnpifiMt  or  cvU9«li»md  for  iha  ditins  Irtaaary.     1 
111.  I». 
t  8  Chron.  xcr.  90— M.    9  Kbtyt,  xlv.  II— 14. 


ivuvwcw  «>i^  iiMimv  v«  1 


feet.» 
Joash,  however*  did  lliat  which  ¥ras.| 
Jehovah  ;  he  dcpartcii  not  from  all  ||it*  kJ 
•on  of  Nrbat,  who  made  Israel  tc 
tberein,t  iind  having  n>igned  over  ', 
yeare,  he  slepi  wiih  hii*  fathers,  and 
with  the  kiugs  uf  Israel  ;^  and  wiu 


1 


825. 


JEROBO  A  AI 


This  monarrh  restoretj  the  co8l| 
enioriu^of  Hamalh  unto  the  Be« 
tothe  word  of  Jehovahf  Ibe 
spake  by  the  hand  of  his  servnni  Jonah;^^ 
the  prophet,  which  was  of  Galh-hcpher  ;  t 
affliction  of  Israel,  that  it  was  very  bitter  ; 
any  shut  up,  nor  any  left,  nur  any  helpei 
Jehovah  s.'iid  not  that  he  would  hlut  oul 


«uM 


■SKini^,  Kill.  14 — 91. 
t  «  Kings,  xlii.  II. 
tSKInics,  xUI.  10— 13.    xir.  lA,  10.    Tfita  i 
levinp  ctiKplPTS,  iDu&t  ntoat    likeljF  tm  ovrtng  ^ 


ZACHARIAH. 

"imincT  liraTcn;  but  he  saved  llinm  by  ibc  huid  of  Jero- 
m.  tbe  s-m  of  Juuh.*  lie  also  rPWiverodf  Dainasciifi 
h  Harualh.  wbicli  belonged  to  Judab,  for  UntA;  but  the 
ticalar  circumstances  relatiog  to  thuw  Iransactions  are 
.  recorded. 

J«robuuni.  huwover,  Ihuit^li  an  inslmmt'Xil  to  save  Israel 
m  Dtlcr  dostructioo,  till  ht;r  tknn  wure  completely  fulHIIod, 
I  evil  in  Ihc  siifht  of  Jehorali,  ami  dpfjnrlecl  nut  frofti  all 
tsilii  of  JcrolM>aii),  the  sod  of  Ncbat,  who  nadt  larad  to 
1 ;  ftod  aAcr  a  long  rptgn  of  forty •onr  years,  fur  no  lon^  vraa 
I  diy  of  grace  extended  tbruug^h  the  forbearing  mercy  of 

riept  with  bis  fjLtlicrs,  Ibe  kings  of  Ismel ;  and  wajf 
by  bU  »un,t 


ZACHARIAH. 


4. 


TiiK  rrign  oftbi*  prinee  wu  vft}'  shart;  for  at  tlie 
«ud  of  ax  moatlis,  he  wasaanaaiiiaied  by  Shalluin, 
ibc  son  of  Jsbcsb,  who  conspired  againHt  him,  and 
lote  him  Iwforo  the  |)Of>ple,  and  ftlcw  bini,  and  usurped  the 
n>ne;§  and  ihu-i  was  ftiKitlcd  thn  pri'nioiiilory  threat  of 
Btbel  to  Jcbti,  Had  Zirari  peace  who  slew  hia  master /]| 
But  though  the  reign  waa  abort,  it  was  sinful ;  fur  Zacbariah 
lo  did  that  which  was  evil  in  ihe^gbl  of  Jehovah,  aa  his 


f  ff  Klofs,  xif.  S8.  Thr  T*riotiB  rnnnic-i  of  Uravl  had  enermched 
Ihetr  bortttrn,  froni  the  norttitrr.  in  ihe  •ouiheni  ettmnliy  t>rili« 
iintry  bi'lunfrlnj  to  Ihr  trii  liibra  ;  from  l^banon  to  Ibo  Dead  or 
II  8r«,  which  bftt]  brrti  the  pUin  of  Hodoni  •  but  Jfroboan,  nO' 
iragfKl  bjr  ihr  [trrdictluDS  of  Jonah,  drove  back  Iboac  meailM, 
d  rvcorered  iha  eoualry.    Soot  In  lo«o, 

L:  ^  Kln^a.  air.  U3.  'H.  'JSi, 
f  3K'tn|t«.  jilv.O.  10. 
I  2  Klnff.  U.  SI.     I  Kingi,  itl.  IO-18w 


Tsr 


i 


iirlh^ 


l^mise  &nfl  thi>  declaration  of  God  lo 
sit  on  thn  throne  of  Israel  iintu  the  fuurlh') 
thus  too  was  fulfilled  the  declaration  of  tfu 
Fur  yet  a  little  while,  and  1  will  avenge  llu 
upon  the  house  of  Jehu,  uid  will  caase  to  ^ 
of  the  house  of  Israel.^ 


S  H  A  L  I.  U  M. 


A.C. 

772. 


This  usurper  had  reigned  onljj 
Menabem,  the  son  of  Gadi,  carae  i 
Samaria,  tuid  slew  him,  and  rei| 


MENAHEM. 


A.C. 
772. 


This  monarch  smoie  Tipl 
therein,  and  lltu  coaslM  tliereoi 


■offirom 


they  opened  not  to  him,  therefore  b 
the  wotntm  therein  thut  were  with  child  ba 


■>--«  Mr   .L^  1^ 
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d;  and  Menahcm  ^rc  Pul  a  thmuand  talents  of  silver, 
t  bis  hand  ini^hl  be  with  Hiin  to  coriHrm  (he  kingdom  in 

hand.  And  M^iiahem  exacted  the  money  of  Israrl,  even 
ill  tho  raiglity  men  of  wealth,  of  each  man  fiAy  shekels  of 
wr,  to  give  to  the  king  vf  ^.tsyria.  So  ihc  king  of  Assyria 
ned  back,  and  stayed  nut  l)t'-m  in  the  Inni).* 
During  ihc  ten  years  ho  reigned  in  Samaria,  he  did 
itwhich  waa  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah,  and  departed  not 

hU  days  from  the  sins  of  Jeruboani,  the  son  of  Nebat, 
10  mule  larael  to  sin.t  Menahem  idepl  with  kia  fathers; 
d  waa  Huccecdcd  by  his  son,^ 


I 


PEKAHIAH. 


C. 
1. 


This  monarcli  reigned  only  two  years,  during  which, 
like  his  father,  bo  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah:  he 
departed  not  from  ike  sins  of  Jerul>oam,  Ike  son  of 
)bal,  who  made  hrad  to  sin.  AHer  which,  Pekah,  the  son 
Retnaliab,  a  csptsin  of  his,  ronspired  against  him,  and 
lole  him  in  Samaria,  in  the  palace  of  the  king'a  house, 
th  Argob  and  Arich,  and  with  him  fifty  men  of  the  Gilcad- 
«;  and  he  killed  him,  and  reigned  in  his  room.§ 


L 


P  E  K  A  H. 


.C.        This  usurper  having  formed  an  unnatural  alliance 
M,     with  Kezin,  king  of  Syria,  they  marched  against 

thfMe  linn,  tlio  Tather's  awar,  Pul,  wsi  ■tMc«l,  miking  5arAn- 
tt  and  ihli  Put  in  luppoted  lo  be  the  laoio  ihtl  r4>ign«tt  in  Htmt9«K 
itaJonaA  preached  Ihn  lenvn  ortbe  LonJ  lo  thil  oily. 
•  9  Kiufi,  XT.  It».  W.  t  V  KiDf*,  IV.  17.  18. 


f? 


i 


i  { 


,    ; 


Judab,*  and  came  up  lo  Jcruaa^ni  to  war, 
Ahaa,  but  could  Dot  Qver-oau?  him  -f-  For  i 
Isaiuh  to  Ahaz,  Qntl  hy  a  most  remarkable  pro 
raged  him  to  rcsi&t  aiul,  finallv,  to  defeat  ib 
that  time ;  und  wlneh  was  moat  probably  to  ci 
house  of  Davi(l.§ 

The  next  year,  however,  the  two  monarcbs  i 
attack,  and  made?  a  o^at  slang^bter  ixi  Judafa 
awny  captive  of  their  brothren  two  hundred  iho 
svnfi,  apd  daughters,  who  were,  however,  lib* 
atfecting  appeal  of  the  prophet  Oded.|j 

Ahaz  having  applied  for  assistance  to  Tig-l 
the  kin^  of  Assyria,  that  tnoMiTch  Invaded  th< 
Pckah,  and  touk  Ijon,  and  Abel-betb-iuaacbab 
and  Kcdesb,  and  Hazor,  and  Gilead,  and  Galik 
of  Naphtali,  and  carried  them  captive  to  Akjt] 

Pekah  lei^cd  twenty  years,  during  nhich  hi 
which  was  evil  in  tlie  sight  of  Jehovah  :    be 
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HOSIIEA. 


SiiALMAK E9En,*  king^  of  As^ria,  having  invaded 
lol,  Hoshea became  lnbiitar>'  to  liim.  .tod  ^\o  him 
iresei)U.t  When  llezokiah,  kiiigof  Jutbli.rirculatL'd 
■ad  fervent  ap|>cal  tu  the  inliabitanti^  uf  Uraet,  as 
of  bis  own  dimimions,  lorctum  to  the  wumhip 
mkb^X  niany  of  the  former  went  up  to  JenisaUfni,  and  I 
Hot  ap[>ear  ttiat  any  ini|M-<limi.Mil  was  olfuTud  to  their 
»;§  whiih  forlwarancf  may  account  for  the  ivmark  of  iho 
irritur,  that  nIthuugbHosbea  did  thai  which  wits  evil  ia 
ll  uf  Jehovah,  it  waa  not  as  the  kinpiof  Isniol  that  were 
plim.ll  On  their  return  honic  the  Israelites  brake  tlto 
Bn  piecfli,  and  cut  down  the  g^rovea,  and  tlircw  dowu  lh« 
tftces,  And  tlic  ultara  in  Ephmijii  and  Manaaseh,  until 
kd  utlL'Hy  deatro^LMl  Ibeiu  all.51 

■N  bavini^  impnidently  omtllLH]  lo  pay  his  trthate  to 
pnttT,  and  cnti-rtHl  into  an  alliance  with  So,**  king  of 
I  the  Asyrian  mooarcb  mnrcbed  agaimU  him,  and 
him  priaoncr,  iieticpMl  Samaria,  and  took  iift  aftetJ 
■in,  and  carrie<l  Israel  awuy  into  Aiwyria,  and  placedl 

9Ei»>B«uar,  Tobti,  L  a.  Or  Stulmoa,  tloiesi  s.  I  i.  Ha  vaa 
I  «r  TI(rl«ih  PllMer.  iMiah  ta\U  Mm  tbe  *«  rod  of  God** 
l(cb.  I.  ft.) 

[!  t  B  Klnffi,  x*tl.  i.  I  Boe  p.  185. 

I  SChroo.  KSi.  r  ft.A,  II.  I  SKIngi.  xiU.  9. 

Dhroo.  xsxi.  1 .     Thnl  It.  Bach  of  tlir  rcnrnKoU  of  lUolalry  a« 
fas  l«n  byTiifUlh  Pltctrr.  or  8ludmuie«er.  for  th«  former 
■B  away  lh«  koIiIph  calf  which  Jwoboan  bad  b«I  op  In  D«n. 
(Ullor  that  in  Detli-cl.     Sinlrr  Olatn  R«bl>i.     IMO.  i.  JO. 
^  Kbifi.  K«li.  1.    Or  AalMieon,  tho  Bthloplau,  «bo  Iwflnf 
I  KfTjrpIt  and  killrd  HoccarLn,  the  Uof  of  that  country, 
^ver  Ibe  Mine  In  his  *tt«d  by  the  omia*  of  8o.     Prid.  L  iOl 
tt  Ho*,  a.  4.  B.    Micab,  i.  6. 
So 


icy  of  the  Israelites,  by  a  declnra6oD  1H| 
inisTortuncs,  m  though  to  justify  fkie  wsj 
every  mouth  bo  stoppe^l  Iwfort*  his  awful 
Kolcmn  warning  to  all  the  nulions  ami  it 
••  Because  they  obeyed  not  th«  voice  of  Ji 
but  transgressed  his  covenant,  and  nil  thmi 
of  Jehovah,  coniuituidcd,  and  wouUI  po|" 
t))em.*'t  fl| 

Whatever  remnant  of  (he  Israelites  flflj 
maneser,  were  about  fifteen  yeus  sAenl 
by  Esarhaddon,^  his  gfrfimlson,  who  plaj 
UTael  with  t-olonics  front  hit>  own  dotninioil 
Cuthah,   Ava,  Haniath,  and  Sepharvain^ 

•  S  Kings.  XTil.  1—fl.  xfilL9-ll.  "  Thl^ 
leu  trlbff*  wna  A.  M.  S003,  Ihg  year  hcforo  Ih* 
being  two  bunilrrO  Rn<l  Bhy-rour  years  after  (ij 
or  ihal  ki(\giJoin  in  Rehnhuani's  llmr,  wliieh  wfl 
of  Ibo  RT^BDg<^sl  things  tlmi  hare  bt-vn  In  any  Ills! 
Ur,  ttiat  there  Ik  no  plnintrr  accDunt  wliai  bream« 
Ihfy  were  carried  iway  Into  Alctlia."— Dr.  Wj 
p.  031.  I 

t  3  Kings,  xtill.  19,  anil  tnueb  more  al  length,  \ 


4iildren  of  Israel.     And  ao  it  was  at  the  be^inning^  of  their 
dwelling:   tberp,  that    they   fearod   not  JclioTiih  ;  therelbre 

Iclmvnl)  sent  Huiis  among  tbcin,  which  slew  sume  of  tbcm. 
*Wh*'n?fore  they  spake  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  saving,  Tho 
PWiUions  which  thou  haitt  removed,  and  placed  in  the  cities  of 
Samaria,  know  nut  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the  land ;  there- 
Turc  bo  h.tlh  spul   liunK  among  them,  and  Itehold  thvy  slay 
(kfaiin,  beraiiso  tliey  know  not  tho  manner  of  the  Gud  of  the 
land.     Then  the  king  of  As>iyria  commanded.  Baying,  Carry 
thither  one  of  the  priests  whom  ye  brought  from  llieiH'c,  and 
let  him  go  and  dwell  there,  and  let  him  teach  them  \hr  iiian- 
tacr  of  the  Gud  of  tho  land.     Tbfm  one  of  the  prieirts  whom 
Ihey  had  carried  awoy  fruro  Samaria,  came  and  dwelt  in 
firth-el,  and  taught   thetn  bow  they  shouhl  fear  Jehovah. 
Howbeit   every  nation  made  godi  of  their   own,   and   put 
Ibem  in  the  bou«(»ofthe  high  places  which  the  Samariraiki 
kad  made,  every  nation  in  ihnir  cities  wherein  they  dwelt. 
And  the  men  of  Babylon  made  Surcoth-bcuoth,  and  the  men 
of  Ciilh  madi'  Ni'rgaj,  and  the  mm  of  Hamnth  made  Ashima, 
and  tlu*  Avit)«  made  Nibbaz  amlTurtik,  and  the  Sepbar* 
ritni  burnt  their  cbildi>*D  in  fire  to  Adrammelech  and  Anani- 
■kdech,  the  guds  of  8e[dMirvnim.*     S«i  ihi'V  feared  Jehovah, 
llld  UUiAi'.  untu  thtmiwelves  of  ibe  luwi'jit  uf  ihejii  priestA  of  the 
bigh  places,  which  aacritlcu  for  them  in  the  house  of  the  high 
^art«.     They  feunH)  Jebovidi,  and  arrrDd  their  own  gods 
iftcr  the  manni'r  of  rhe  natiima  whom  they  c*rri«l  away  fnin 
!hcnc4>,     Tnto  tliin  day  they  do  after  the  fonner  manners; 
lh<*y  ftfsr  not  Jehorah,  neitlier  du  Ihey  aAer  thor  statutes,  or 
tfter  their  onlinancHt,  or  nfl«>r  the  law  and  commandment 

Hille.  I7V0,  ealli  dn-m  mtTr\y  prt»id»*,  vrlieuienanU.  Aiul  that  Iherv 
refe  fuch  or  •Imlltr  officers  uiujrr  the  eomaiint]  of  Tntiiti,  tr«mc 
*ry  probalil?,  from  E«r«,  tI.  fl.     Sen  p.  Sia. 
'  **«  A.CUrk*  00  the  nann  of  ihvM  IdoU.  at  ibawd  of  t  Kings,  vvIL 
30 -i 


616 


TBB  SAMABITJ 


which  Jcbovab  commanded  the  chil 
niui>ed  Ittmel.*  So  thcM'  nations  foarcd 
(heir  graven  iina$:i:$;,  both  their  cliildnni. 
children ;  as  did  their  fkthcrs,  so  <lu  thsu 


THE    SAMAR 


Sakiiai.lat,  the   Hnronitc,  w}io,  in 

otWr,  had  fscrcised  the  chief  oiitbortj 
Bevcral  years,  Dianicd  one  of  his  <latigl| 
a  son  of  Jeboida,  (he  high  priest,  at  Jei 
Nehetiiiiih^  nltnnptcd  to  dissolvo  all  the  | 
vhirh  had  t,iken  place  In  Jiidah,  MuiaAui 
aud  settled  there,  undor  the  prolcctioo  of  | 
Diirius  Nothus,  or  Ocbus,  who  bad  micm 
of  Persia,  haviug  ea{;aged  in  a  war  with 
who  ha<l  raised  an  insiirrpction  id  tbo  ■ 
mart-bed  into  Pbcenicia ;  when  Sanballat  ol 
from  that  moniirch,  to  build  a  temple  oo  a 
imitalion  of  that  at  Jeniaalem,  and  madj 
priest  of  it;  from  which  period  Samaria  b^ 
resort  of  all  tlic  refuse  inhuhitaiits  of  Judal 
of  tiiiir,  they  became  more  strict  and  correcl 
of  the  ritc«  luul  ceremunies  of  the  JUosaSc 
the  Jewa.  exccDl  in  resoect  of  the  heteroil 


r 


JwTft,  PutlB  iigunst  the  vary  name  of  a  Samuitim,  or 
ibean  tu  this  day.* 
T'Dr.  Pri<ti>nux,  KupiHJses  ihnt  Sanbalint  died  Kliorlly  after 
>u  Bt  ilio  git-ge  of  Gaza.t 

Wboii  Alexander  tlic  Gml  was  hrgic^in^  the  island  of 
yn*,  tif  sent  Iwili  to  tlio  Jows  and  Sumarilaiis  far  proTisions 
od  uiIht  anaiMance.  The  former  pleudotl  their  oath  of  fenUy 
)  Darius  Codoinanus,  king  of  Persia,  but  the  latter  not  only 

fciLHl  with  hiM  drnuiidit,  but  sent  him  eight  thousand  men 
IkI  in  ihp  sii-^. 
AOcr  ht<  hud  takfn  Tm^,  and  wu  proceeding  to  Jerusalem 
tt  puniKli  the  JmvM  fur  their  n>fu.ial,  he  was  diverted  from  his 
ftnEiiinnry  pirpotc  l»y  the  extnifirdinnry  tntitsaclitm  we  hate 
Iready  relaie<l,J  u|>r»n  which,  the  Sanuritutts  findin|;  what 
kvoura  the  Miio-doninn  had  granted  to  the  Jrws,  nntiripnled 
hni  he  would  ronfer  Hiniilar  henefitti  upf»n  thi<m.  Ilnvinf; 
icdlned  an  invilalinn  to  vinit  their  rify,  they  ;ippli«l  to 
0  relievitl  frutn  tribute  on  the  aabbatical  y<*ar«,  alleging 
bat  th*^  also  were  llcbrewa,  and  obaerred  the  aame  law  In 
bat  respect  as  the  Jews;  but  Alexamler  not  rt»inpr*>hendtnq; 
pw  this  could  be.dcferred  giving  any  di-rision  till  his  return 
torn  Egypt)  whither  he  was  then  niarrhin{;.g 

In  reTen^f*,  most  pmbnbly,  for  this  nefrtoct,  whilst  Alrxnnder 
ras  pursuing  his  conquents  in  Africu,  the  SamaritaiiH  ntulinied 
gninKt  Andromachus,  om»  of  his  favoiiritea  whom  ho  had 
ppiiinted  governor  of  Syria  and  Palejitinc  ;  and  on  his  coming 
>  S«narla  slew  him  In  a  tumall*  by  setting  fire  to  the  Itouse 
rhere  he  was,  aad  burning  him  to  <leath.  On  his  return  fr^jni 
IgypI,  tbn  Macvdooian  cauaed  all  who  Imd  been  concemevl  In 
10  marder,  lo  be  executed,  am)  ex|M*lltng  all  the  inhabitants, 
KtM  a  colony  of  Nftccdonians  in  that  diy,  giring  their 


•  Prill.  I   *m—«n.  *  Prid.  1.  «». 

:  Js4Uh,  p.  9M.        \  prid.  an.  A78.  Jot,  u.  m. 
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Egypt.* 

A  gn>at  number  of  tlietn,  however,  aa  n 
scttl<xl  Hi  Alexunilria,  under  tlie  CDcoiira^ 
them  Ruccessivcly  by  Alexander,  and 
in  thoB«  duniinions.f 

Afler  the  death  of  Anticroniis,  his  ! 
for  some  limii  {ios^>«t>iQa  uf  Tyre  and  Sirlod 
liculennnls,  nitidcan  inroad  upon  the  Saimf 
the  founlry.+ 

When  AnUuehns  the  Great  had  sul 
nc^iti^hhoiiring^  coiintri,',  during  his  war 
{Kitcr,  ho  placed  liippoloclius  and  Krra>asJ 
of  Samaria  with  five  lhou.sanil  men,  to  secg 

When  Antiorhus  Epiphanes  had  stibdtio 
meter,  on  UU  return  to  Aniiocb  be  mad«j 
of  Sainaria.ll 

AAer  Antiochiis  bad  returned  to  Ax 
t-xpeditiun  into  Egypt,  he  issued  a  decree  , 
of  reli^on  throughout  the  provincefl  subjed 
which  was  rhiofly  levelled  against  tho  J| 
occasion  the  Samaritans  ^ve  a  signal  instn 
duplidiy.  Wlii^never  the  Jews  were  in  prospi 
kindred  (u  them,  as  descended  frutn  ^tt 


ll»^ 

Sirlon 

4 

"°^ 

o  secg 
tibdtio 
il«  An 


wailed  (lie  JewSf  ihcy  prosGniMl  a  pcliiion  to  Antiochos, 
Jlogiiig  thoy  were  of  Sidunian  origin,*  and  praying  that 
'licir  temple  on  mount  Gorizim  might  be  consecrated  to  the 
F^riK-iaii  Ju|}itt>r.t  Antiochiis  having  acceded  lo  (heir  wisliea, 
prdored  Nicanur,  bis  deputy  goTernor,  to  oooueciale  their 
P'.caiple  accordingly,  and  cxcoiptctt  them  from  tlic  itcoahies 
flufiicted  on  tlie  Jcwh.^ 

P     In    the    reign    of    Ptolemy    PliiIomeliT,    some    of   the 

ffSamaritaiis,  who   had  found  their  way  amongst  the  Jetra 

Pwlio  had  established  themselves  at  Alexandria,  like  Or.  Cox 

I  And  UIh  c^tuiiKiniuns  at  Frauktort  and  Stntsbourg,^  could  m4 

ilet  tlio  pranuihle  Jews  worship  iht^ir  God  in  quiet,  even  at 

that  distance  troin  their  native  land,  but  excited  a  comniotioo 

there  «s  to  the  right  place  for  the  woraltip  of  the  (lod  of  Israel. 

And  absurd  and  un important  m  the  i|uwtiou  would  aeeni,aud 

must  have  ap|)eared  in  tiie  eyes  of  the  E^'ptian  monaiYb* 

Ibe  quealiun  was  solemnly  agitated  before  him  and  bin  council 

by  profeswd  adfocati's  on  either  Kide;  but  lhi>  Saiminlain, 

failing  in  their  pn>ofii,  werocouvicled  of  sedition  and  their 

advocates  put  to  death. i| 

Soon  af)er  the  death  of  Antiochus  Sidetcs,  lung  of  Syria, 
John  llyicanus,  ion  of  Simon  Maccalnrus,  then  high  priest  j 


*  WhcDwcr  It  lultoft  ihclr  purfwtt-  tlicy  prcl*^'^^  they  wrra 
dricrnilril  rram  ihe  Hinr  110011  ai  the  Je««,  aa  when  Alexander  ths  1 
OirAl  gntileil  immunlllM  to  the  Jf«b.--Jdi.  vol.  11.  p.  ISS.  Dal 
whffivfvr  the  Jrw*  wcrelBdlAeollics  Ihey  w«r«  »inoil|rtt  Iba  tlrftt  to 
■Tfwrttr  thnn»clrri  from  Ihrm.  and  Mibt  lu  opprf«i  ttiem.  In  ihts 
prtition  ihry  blatphcnioRtly  allege  Dial  th«lr  worsltlp  ofa  Uod  with* 
out  a  name,  wai  only  In  eoni|>lianca  with  ao  aoclcat  ■upcritltloo  of 
IhcJrvi.     Prid.  tl.^lO. 

*  Prid.  U.«1A.  :  Prid.  11.916. 

4  Which  tranaactioQ  may  ha  coiuldercd  as  the  canac  aod  oclfla  of 

diufnt  from  the  Ctiurcb  of  Eofflaad. 

I  Prld.  li.  SIV.      B«iD.71. 


brothers ;  as  were  h\s  gvnprala  Rn^fli 
8Pnl  to  tlioir  ai(J  by  Apion  or  Lalhj 
aftrr  wliirit  ilic  rity  fi'H  into  their  h 
di>niolisli»l  th«  plitce,  razod  the  hwi4 
eausnl  trcnrhcs  lo  be  drawn  arroas  It  i 
then  with  water,  so  ihat  it  mt^ht  not  | 
this  state  il  rrmained  till  Caliinius,  thei 
the  GrtMit»  was  ninde  prpaidcnt  of  S^'ri^ 
one  part  of  his  nntiy  lhrotig:h  ihcrountl^ 
was  l>esi^ing  Alexandrium,  he  rcl>uil 
with  Azdtjti,  fi&rsi,  Rajihia,  Anthedon, 
ApiiUoaia,  Uora,  Maristja,  and  soveml  o| 
been  dninolishi^d  during  the  wars  of  the 

WliiUt  (tabintiis  was  a1w>nt  in  the  c) 
the  restoration  of  Ptolemy  Auletes,  Ales 
of  Aristobulus,  assemhieil  a  laigo  atni 
many  of  the  Romans,  drove  the  rest  to  I 
he  besieged  thcni ;  but  upoD  the  retamul 
a  battle  took  place,  in  which  Alexander  1 
loss  often  ihntisaiid  mcu.ll  < 

Gabiniua  had  ordered  the  rebuthling 
was  for  some  Hme  called  llie  city  of  lb 


TUB  SAMARITANS, 

ronxiderable  arlvanns  till  ibo  lime  of  (torod  the 
;  who  having  by  his  atrocities  and  innovations 
e  hatml  and  detestation  of  ihe  Jews,  tliuught  it 
to  provide  for  his  own  sccurily,  by  preparing  other 
ftrviiglh  besides  Jerusalem.  He,  therefore,  rebuilt 
rSaniuHa  in  great  s{)lcnd>rnr»  and  called  it  Scbasle, 
r  of  Ausualus,  and  phuilcd  il  with  iiix  ihuusand 
vttcd  thither  from  all  parts  diriding  among  thcni 
ry  about  it;  which  being  of  a  very  fertile  soil,  as 
was  cultivated,  il  brought  forth  such  plenty,  as  in  a 
B  rendered  the  place  rich  and  poptilouR,  and  made 
swer  all  th**  purposes  for  which  he  intended  it** 
al  aud  schimnalie  as  these  people  were,  yet  il 
lodthat  their  ancient  connexion  with  the  house  of 
luUI  1)0  so  far  recognized,  as  tliat  the  offer  of  grace, 
rledge  of  salvation,  shonld  not  be  entirely  with- 
im  them ;  and  thus  it  will  Ik  seen  at  the  great  dai/, 
f  mouth  ruay  be  atupped,  and  all  Iho  world  may 
liliy  befom  God.t 

a  that  offer  to  be  made  to  them  aa  the  elder  sister^ 
«c  of  Judah.  by  any  one  of  leas  distinction  tbau 
ur  hiuuelf;§  aixl  we  have  reason  to  suppose  the 
nvitatioo  was  not  wholly  in  vaiu.il 
•  it  may  not  be  •Itogother  visionar)'  to  imagine  that 
i]  call  of  a  few^  of  the  SantariUns,  wasao  eamesi  of 
«  nvtoration  of  tho  ten  tribes  which  is  lo  clearijr 


.  II.  007.  t  Rom.  iii.  10.  t  Cs«k.  xvl.  Mi. 

>.«--S0.  I  John,  ir.  a»— W.  i  Arli.  vlll.  U. 

rork  ofthli  kind.  Il  can  htrdljr  b*  npceled  that  the  Kdllur 
tr,  nt  may  rutcndoil  Ipaf  ih,  tuto  lb«  much  tglutetl  qoettloa 
l*nc«  ami  rrtiirn  of  thv  tm  tribes.  Of  the  main  fiet  he 
M  ratiottftl  itoubt  can  beffntriinlnMl,  tinl«««  matt)-  impnrt- 
Bs  Id  Iho  propbocira  wo  lo  b«  treatod  as  aaisMitioB  nallU 
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Whilst  Pontius  Pilate  wu  procurator  of  Judca,  u  i 
siast  baving  iuduccd  the  popuUce  to   assoiable  on 

tie»;  fautwher«  thotelrlbcsarenowiobe  found,  «nd  howaii<ta«*f 
vajr  they  will  r«tiirn,  is  a  question  which  the  fulfllnirat  gf  t^p 
phcc!^!!  rrlatiRstotliat  people,  can  aloae  probably  rtplahi.  Cj^m 
Carver  thoug^lit  he  had  discovppeil  them  amongst  ibe  NortN  \amM  . 
Indians-^ilberxhaveaMUtnetl  that  theinbabltanls  of  Pert  aid  Mf*! 
Were  their  Uesccndanu.    The  late  Dr.  Buchanan  coa«MWrf4  iMkl 
black  Jews  of  Cochin,  or  the  Affc^aa  Tartars,  were  tbarefrm*[ 
tWcs  of  the  house  of  Israot  ;   and  more   Ulely    Wolff,  the  U*^  \ 
nlsslooary,  imagloe^  he  baa  discovered  them  In  thv  Beat  Im^' 
Yemen. 

In  refereiice  to  the  Affghana,  Sir  Wm.  Jonea  hu  the  foBvM 
nolo  on  a  inuislation,  by  Mr.  H.  VanBttlart,  of  ibe  hiitoryaTikt 
people.  "Thissoeoanlor  the  wf^Aoiu  may  lead  to  a  very  i 
diuoTer)'.  We  loarn  from  fji^riu.that  the  ten  tribes,  after  a 
journey,  cfime  to  a  couutr;  called  Jnarti,  where,  we  taa;  ii 
they  letUcd.      Now  the  Affgkant  are  said,  bjr    the   best  I 
historians,  to  be  dsscanded  from  the  Jcvsi    they  faavr 
amnng  (hemselves  of  sach  a  desrent,  and  it  is  evaa  ajuilail 
their  rnmilirs  are  ilisllngulshed    by  the  nttmes   of    Itmiwk 
although  nlnce  llieir  oonver&lon  to  the  ItUm,  they  sttidiomdf 
their  origfin.     Tlie  P*thtoo,  of  which  I  hare  seen  ■  didtooarf, 
manifest  resrisblance  to  the  CftaUaic  {  and  a  considervbl* 
under  their  doiniiiion  Is  called  llazarek,  or  Flaxarei,  wliidi 
easily  hnTi>  bern  chaDfteil  into  the  word  nsed  by  B»Jrm», 
re«oninieoil  on  inqyir)- into  the  lileratursand  hlatory  ofihp 
— Vol.  i.  of  lite  Sii]ipleineiil  to  Sir  Wm.  Jones's  Wor^a.     Dr. 
Ctnrke,  from  whom  the  editor  has  extracted  tha  KlsoTr  nMa) 
**  Etery  thing  rvnaidrnJ,  t  tUni  it  bg  far  tk4  moH  jtim^akti-  tfa 
'4j%Aaaj  are  i/>«  dttctndant*  «/tfke  Jtwi  who  ia«r«  tni  empti**  k 
Awtfrtttn  4i»^f  .*'— 4  Kings,  xvil.  6.     And  not  very  tneonslslMC 
tlic  above  cnnciusion.islhe  long  and  curious  detail  flf  Ml  by 
who  sevms  divided  in  his  opinion,  whether  the  d««oantlwiia  a^^ 
ten  tribes  sre  to  be  found  In  India,  Persia,  or  China. — pp   top    O 
Much  relating  to  the  ten  trlhca  may  b«  found  In   Up.  Hwntf^'^ 
Nolp«  on  llosea,  and  In  his  teller  on  the  IHth  ohaptrr  of 
wry  acaice).  MarekllH  in  Mr  Tnln  r'liYIrT  nf  ihw  l'ro|ihaa|M^ 
to  Uie  CouTcrsion  and  Helura  of  Jadah  aud  Isrmel,     Rai 
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Svrbeim,  upon  liU  assurance  that  In*  woulil  sliow  them  the 
aured  vaucls  which  were  mpposod  \o  Lm*  there  coocealnl ; 


Do>t  curious,  *»  wHI  a>  llio  most  in|trnioua  accoiinl  rrUllufr  to  tbr 
IHt^*''^' '*  ^b' ''>""'"')  ill** '•***<'R'i"'^<  I'Onrlon  1077.  Whvrfln 
|M  AMaprlsed  two  illssrf  la  lions,  onr  hy  Dr.  Utl^s  Flelclirr,  anrl  the 
Mhf  hj  8. 1.ee  ;  the  lillor  or  which  hait  tlir  followmfi  ciincIuBlon.— 
>*  ll  it  Duw  hish  Ilmr  lo  Ax  ■  p«riod  Co  Ibis  loqalsltlon.  and  roneludo 
tth  a  >criou»  roply  to  aueh  u  may  deicMntl  eui  bono?  to  it  bat  pur* 
MMM  U  this  csprasv  of  llmr  and  tbonfcbtfulocsa  !  It  U  probabte 
0O9t  of  thit  agp  may  not  rrach  thii  bUsH>d  time.  If  I  iihuuld  Kay, 
^n^imiiv  pniilrrllBU>,  «>•  plant  for  mwceiklon,  they  will  rrlum,  th« 
■Parrr  tboac  days  approacb,  ihp  brighter  thry  will  shiDc,"  Wbeo 
^any  «hall  run  lo  and  fro,  and  kaowl«<lg;e  tihall  be  IncrmifRd.— <DaR. 
AlL  4.)  But  howaVM  1h«y  d«al  with  itudrDls  In  prophecy,  let  mon 
tfortmu*  to  l««ch  the  Hplrit  of  Ood  wMooi ;  as  f f  Ihe  Inrtnlicly  holy 
'ftnd  wIm  Ood  nuat  be  Instnieted  la  Ibdr  coeklcab«l1a,  aaont*  speaks 
In  a  IrcstUp  by  soma  italgned  lo  Bernard. 

Moonrr  lailr  the  deep  oreaii.  than  any  of  the  l^oit  of  Ihf  drep  way  s 
«f  Ood.  lie  thoafhl  It  meet  to  write  these  things,  ami  who  art  Ihou 
to  flay  lo  Him,  wtuit  domt  Tbout  Hr  tttought  ll  wttdom  to  dictate 
"those  esci-llmt  ai)ttefl(^  to  the  Charrh;  Me  gave  the  word,  and 
many  arr  thry  that  publUh  It.  lie  counted  ll  a  pjrce  of  flJs  lore 
fend  kliidneM  to  Ilia  church,  to  rvfcal  lliscounielsio  long  br fore  Iho 
■KplratloH  of  the  prophrcles,  and  proclaims  and  pfonogncen  tAau 
both  wist- and  blrtsed  that  study  Ibcni;  (Itcf.  1.  S.  xlll.  If).  i.(li.7.) 
then  b>  the  eensura  of  ihe  divine  word,  lliey  Bual  b«  f»oU  and  mt«er- 
•ble  vretche*  tliat  orglrct  and  contemn  thes«  ascntd  oreelri.  Of 
what  Bplrll  must  they  b«  that  relWcl  upon  the  etninaels  and  dictates 
'«rtiodT  Certainly  very  nafkrioos  and  Impious.  Borh  bold  and 
■rrogaot  spirits,  wilb  what  pride  of  heart  do  Ihey  arraign  bis  decracfl, 
Ms  foreknowledge,  and  Ms  holy  nuiMgemMtl  uf  the  alTafrs  tn  hearen 
and  rarlbf  With  what  IrreTrreoco  do  Ihey  dare  lo  dive  lulo  Ihe 
depths  of  Ood,  who  hath  made  all  thlnga  for  himself,  and  ihawleked 
for  ibe  day  of  eill  — (l*rov.  «»l.  i.) 

Neither  are  Ihey  lea*  Imperious  about  the  Churrh  of  Christ,  than 
the  state  of  partlralar  souU,  In  making  sanctions  for  goTemmeni  In 
their  dictatorial  chair  t  yea,  and  dare  la  prooounce  sn  apag(  upon 
the  sacred  propherlet.  as  If  neefllest  lo  be  sludlrd  and  searched 
Into,  and  hy  6«atM|MMf  leedlett  t«  be  writlcii. 
i 


024 


THE  81MAB1TANS. 


and  having  arrtved  at  a  Tilla^o  called  Tirathaba  wii__^ 
in  llieir  htuiils,  PiUlc  inlt;rcepl(>d  tbem  with  bis  tro<i|Mk, 


Butlbc  Uoly  Qhosl  avers,  ihittall  scripture  i«  pro6lati|p,  ^d  i 
ever  Itiings  ire  wrttlerif  arc  wrlttpn  for  our  Ipamlng.   ibat  1 
pftlicooe  and  comfort  or  the  scripture  We  might  bops.— ^S  Tin.  I 
Rom.  XT.  4.)     And  in  particular  Ifan  Spirit  of  God   prodafaM  I 
ble»sed  mod  liupiiy  who  rrad  anil  mrditalc  on  the  pro|iheticml  wrtdift  ^ 

They  must  stand  in  judgment  before  that  grtmX  aa*t«r,  mUm  , 
sacred  pages  Utey  have  cunlradicted,  and  dare  to  aftroat  Ma  nc 
ges,  which  have  taken  hold  of  tlirir  falhen,  and  in  duo  Unei 
And  them  oiil>-(Zi!«li.  i.  0.)  Such  are  Ihry  apon  wIimr  Iha  l 
are  to  be  poured  out,  thai  blaspbecnc  his  naroa  aad  his  tabanad*  I 
and  thon  that  dwell  in  heaven. —(Rev.  till.  6.)  But  as  to  lk«i 
ood  such  as  reverenre  the  sacred  oracleo,  these  iliia^  mtw  •! 
delight,  and  of  choice  use  and  b«acGI. 

1.  SUirc  they  arc  grounded  upon  the  declamtlTc  will  of  0«4«l 
Ihelrduly  and  pmctice  to  pray  for  the  issav  uf  the  prophrcM4,i 
though  terrible  to  their  enemies,  are  yvt  a  promise  to  the  < 

S.  To  ho|ie  for  and  expect  the  liappy  day  of  the   maaifwMllMW  | 
tli«  sons  of  God,  {-i  Pet.  Hi.  IS.     Roiu.  TiiLSI.)  vwbrn  Ibri 
that  now  groans  under  ihr  bondage  of  the  wicked,  thmll  be  ddlM^  | 
into  their  glorioui  liberty. 

3.  To  rejoice  in  the  glory  of  the  church  that  Is  coiuiaff,  aad  dfM^ 
Jn  tbedust  of  Zion,  mingling  it  with  their  tears,  to  ocanHtl  hcrr 
walls  with  triumph. 

4.  To  sustain  the  present    exerclsM    and   troubles    «||b 
patience,  and  joy,  (ReT.xlil.  10.     xiv.  I8-)  aasuredly  lia 
these  days  of  sin  and  sorrow  hasten  to  a  period.    The  aneiMM  i 
•rchal  church  saw  tiot  our  Lord's  incarnation,  which  Ibv 
enjoyed'  Oar  forefathers  saw  not  the  revelalloa  and  i 
of  antichrist,  which  we  have  beheld  ;  (2  TliMs.  il.  B.)  nmd  I 
ration  draws  nigh,  nay,  some  It  nay  bo  are  already  bom,  whei 
■ee  agrcatpart  of  his  confusion,  if  not  his  final  and  tot&l  mla.  ' 
are  four  great  woritB  uponihe  wheel  of  proTldence,  aa  yet  tttiwIU 
the  world.    The  dettrucltoo  of  antichrist,  the  eoaveraUwi  •!  I 
the  rain  of  the  Turk,  and  the  glorious  state  of  the  ehtireb,(MaLl 
**  from  the  riung  of  the  sun  to  bis  going  down,  whesi  tb* 
iehoTsh  of  Hosts  shall  be  greet  among  the  Genttlrt,  and  la  t 
place  gospel  Inceiue  of  prayer^  and  the  pure  offcriuy  at  dally  \ 
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gtf  at 'numbers  uf  Ihem.     Dut  complaint  being  made  to 
Oman  governor,  Vitellius,  PUate  wn  consured  and  tcot 

',  to  answer  fur  his  coiiduct.* 
llllat  Vratidiu*  Cuinunus  was  intcadaat  of  Jodca,  lbs 
itaoR  shewed  their  releutlcaa  batted  against  the  Jews, 
ihoue  uf  Galili^o  parting  iliruu^h  Samaria  Accor<ling  lo 
jeircuHtuut,  in  order  tu  worBhip  at  Jcnisalcm,  were  allocked 
nd  iil  treated  by  the  Samaritjuis;  and  CuroaDus  having; 
riloWed  himself  to  be  bribed  by  them,  and  rerintitig  to  render 
^Htice  to  the  GaliloanH,  rnuscil  a  ^^^oneral  revoll,  in  which 
fktiB  Jews  were  severely  ptint!>bed ;  bnt  three  of  the  Samaritans 
Irbo  were  sent  to  Rome  were  condemned  to  death,  and 
CumaniM  biini<hed.f 


> 


I  PrcTiouA  to  ibe  taking  of  Jutupata  by  Vespnian,  th« 
BfaMvilwu  bavin^  aaaendiled  in  multitudes  on  mount  Gendm, 
^■1  the  nppenranee  uf  liiMtltIc  iutenlionfi;  and  rofoftin^  to 
|Kerw<  ul  the  rummand  uf  Cerialis  ibe  Kuaian  (^neral 
Nrboni  V4>8paiiiini  u*i)l  ai^uinst  them,  he  altucked  them  un  ibe 
tnouutnin,  iind  slew  between  cUivuu  and  twelve  thousand  of 
them.; 

The  Samaritans  partook  tnora  or  leas  of  the  ftfrtunra  of  the 
Jews,  during  ibe  reigns  of  tlw  aubeequent  emjterurM  uf  Home, 
and  breaking  uul  upon  many  occaaious  iutii  revult,  wrre 
fima  timo  lo  tiow  deatrm'rd  in  tn^*at  oumben.     Adrian  is 


sMp  ihsU  hv  |irrwnlH  tn  Ma  Dane,  for  ht«  mune  ahall  he  great  amMff 
the  liffttlirn,  tallh  Jehovah  of  lloau."— (Ilrb.  xl.  IS)  Being  tbrn 
fwriaadeil  nt  llif  pmntlin*,  thoagfa  wo  have  not  rocrlvM  th^itn  In  Tull 
fnittlon.  Ut  na  rait>neK  them  In  our  bownm,  f  I  Theat.  Iv.)  asd  help 
•a  ihoxiT  Itlrff5efl  <]■>•  by  frrTrnl  prayer,  and  camirort  one  ■anlbev 
with  lliaae  and  Ilka  words  of  the  hsftpy  etiale  of  iha  Chareh  hare  for 
•  tatvcn,  bikI  of  her  gtork»u«  estitr  in  liraven  for  ever. 
^.M.  Cievler.  IH.'tt-  BaW' 7S. 
r  Crcvlar,  tU.  'iUtL  Baaa.  7S.  CrwvWr.  UL  ««.  2ML 
;  Craviar.  vl.  IM^    Basn.TS. 
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said  to  have  taken  away  all  their  books  and  proliIbM  A«l 
the  rite  of  circimiciaon ;  whiUt  Theodositw  ww  nwf*  I 
able  to  them. 

la  ibe  reigt)  of  ThocHluric  thpy  were  so  oaniAroaill 
OS  to  be  able  to  coutesi  with  that  cliurcli  the  rig^lit  toa 
ing,  which  they  chiiraetl  ss  oiiu  of  tbeir  ancient  sn 

In  the  rei^  of  Zeno  (hey  rebelled  ai>H  elected  a  I 
(he  name  of  Julian,  but  who  was  defeated  b^  the  | 
Jtutiniati,  and  thereupon  all  their  synag:o^ues  wwe  i 
lished.     And  it  is  said  that  no  l«ss  th»n  twnily 
of  Iheiu  were  slain  by  the  sword,  and  twenty  tlraaatad  I 
sold  by  the  Arabs  lu  the  iufideUof  Pertiia  and  India.* 

By  degrees,  however,  the^M^  people  sunk  iniu  inhi^ifnii 
and  |Krhap»  it  would  be  diftirult  to  be  sure  thai  i 
genaine  desretwiants  is  now  in  exitilcnoe.  Tbe  ftmousl 
min  of  Tudela  could  timl  but  :ibout  one  btindr«>d  oft 
iu  the  twelOli  century,  who  were  very  poor  audi 
Sichem ;  but  who  still  continued  lu  ofTer  there  such  \ 
as  their  |>ovcrty  would  allow. 

Ilaldeuisel  futiud  soiiir  of  them  in  iho  fourteenth  cenlmyi* 
carefully  disiin^ished  ihemselreji  firom  the  Jews  as  weUjft  ti  ] 
MahDmelanR,  snd  Christians  ;  and  who  Itasna^  thinks  i 
genuiuc  deseendants  of  the  Samaritans. 

Bannage  alleges  there  were  in  his  Unef  •onw  SMhouI 
still  left  at  Sichem  or  Napluus,^  situate  between  nKmatDdl 

■  Uibb.vUi.  sat.  t  nm. 

t  MaUDtlrelt  vUHed  this  pl«c«  In   1607.  and  had  «  rrry ) 
conrereation  with  ■  KimitrilAii  lii|rli  [iriMl  Ihen  reatding  llie««,  i« 
p»ctioR  uiny  qyuBlioni  arising  out  ot  IN«  OUl  Tr*buii«faL.- 
Juaracy  from  Alvppo  to  Jenitaleni.  pp.  70>  BA. ;  «ad  for  1 
itate  of  Naplout  we  JollilTe's  LellFti  trvm  Palmine,  p.  44, 
Travels,  vol,  I.  970.  an<l  Gray'*  K«y  to  the  Old  TeaUmeoi. 
ami  i^.    The  Icanied  JniepK  Bcaliircr  alio  BolerMl   Into  a  t 
pondMicc  wUli  these  people,  froin  which  it  apprara  that  st  tkal  I 


t  Geriziin,  who  oliftpn-f?il  the  Inw  nf  Moses  mora 
Ui  the  Jews ;  and  that  they  hnil  there  the  tomb  of 
nd  his  bones  which  wore  brought  fruni  Egypt;* 

t\\  19  Ihr  JvwB.  w^^c  looking  for  n  Mcsviiti.  wlin  thry 
l«».  Of  IlnlKib.— B|>.CI)Andler**  Vlndlcntion  of  hi»  De- 
ll. aOO.  406.  where  iee  many  other  iMrticulars  ruUtIng  to 
lam. 

He,  thf  enrienl  Myrhar  or  Slchenii  it  luxurinnlly  emhn- 
le  most  ilrlifttitTul  and  fragrant  bowcrt,  half  cnt)c«a\<il  bf 
M.  and  by  itatcly  trees  collected  into  groves  all  around 
"ul  Talley  in  which  It  ttandii."  Clarke'i  Travels,  vol.  ti. 
•  remark  mny  be  Inlcresllnv  to  thr  Christian  rvaitrr,  thai 
imaoin.  the  capital  of  Galilee,  which  was  eialted  unto 
'  lb*  highest  prosperlly,  when  Jesus  and  his  apostles 
llere  to  vain,  is  brought  down  to  hf  II.  Iladcs,  to  death,  or 
niclion.  being  nothing  now  but  ibapeless  ruins,  as  Ctio- 
Icthvaida  also  are  ;  and  while  Samaria,  the  capital  of  lh« 
ttch  bore  It*  name,  Is  cast  down  Into  the  Tntlej  ;  Sj-cliar, 
fits  inferior  cities,  from  which  the  Inhabitants  came  forth 
•us,  and  In  which  many  believed  la  him  as  the  Saviour 
beard  hia  word, Is  ranked  by  every  Iravrller  who  drMrrlbra 
t  the  most  striking  exceptloas  to  the  general  desolation, 
otherwise  left  but  a  rrmembranee  of  the  rilUi  of  Jadab, 
I,  and  Oalltee/'^Keliti  from  Hropbecy,  p.  IdS.  Nor  was 
(siniclion  of  Samaria  without  diatlnct  and  appropriate  pro- 
*'  t  will  make  Baaurta  as  a  heap  of  ibe  field,  and  as  plant- 
ineyard  :  and  1  will  puar  down  the  stones  Iherrof  Into  lbs 
hI  1  will  discover  the  foundations  thereof."— MIcali.  I.  tf. 
lib  JehoTah,  As  the  shepherd  taketh  oot  of  the  month  of 
ru  teg*,  or  a  piece  of  an  ear,  *o  shall  the  children  of  Israal 
Dut  thai  d4«ll  In  8amarla.  im  lA*  e*r»tr  ^  a  t*4,  aad  In 

im  o  rM<A  i— ami  I  will  imlle  the  winter  home,  with  the 
m»o,  and  thfi  liouara  of  Ivory  shall  prrixli,  and  ibe  great 
■  II  have  ID  end.  salth  Ji-bovat)."— Amoa.  III.  lt^*IA, 
lly  bate  these  prvdictioos  hern  fulfllled.  evm  Id  Ibe  very 
p$  poured  Into  the  valley  t—Maundreli,  p.  79.  BaoUajf* 
i»«l»  la  PalesUne,  vol.  ii.  WI-^M.  Kellh.  IM. 
L  2».     Kxod.  itll.  10.     Dr.  Edward  Clarke,  lo  his  Tntvala 

Vanturaa  •  pretty  strosg  oplnloo  ib^  the  Mrcophagusi, 
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together  with  some  priests  uf  the  posteritr  sf  Aia| 
whom  is  appointed  high  priest ;  and  that  tfier  ofa  ■ 
upon  mount  Gerizim,  according  to  the  LevUicil  i 

ofaserre  the  passover,  and  all  the  other  festmlL 
author  mentions  that  in  the  year  1688,  the  j«airf« 
lution  (now  for  ever  tarnished  and  ohsciired),A«!l 
letters  to  some  of  their  brethren  in  England,  to  i^t 
of  the  death  of  their  high  priest,  and  that  the  1 
Ludolph  kept  op  a  regular  correspondence  with  tb»'' 


fooDd  in  the  aperture  of  the  great  pyramid,  was  the  ■etnl* 
coffin  in  which  the  booes  of  Joaepli  were  deposited  (Gd' 
and  from  whence  they  were  remoTed  by  Moses  when  be  tf 
the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt.  (Bzod.  xiU.  19.)  And  itceftuE 
a  Ultte  singular,  that  the  soros  was  seen  without  any  bodj  i 
the  aperture  in  the  same  slate,  by  the  earliest  bistoriaiu,  *ii 
the  elder  Pliny,  Herodotus,  and  others. 

•  Baan,  77—100.  Dr.  Huntiogton's  Epistles,  by  Smith, 
1704.  These  letters  which  eontala  a  correspondeace  bcM 
Dr.  Huntington  who  was  some  lime  provost  orTrinityColU 
lin,  and  afterwards,  although  for  a  few  days  only,  Bp.  of 
and  the  learned  Job  Ludolph  of  Frankfort,  are  very  curiuO) 


ttiry  wrrc  likt-ty  to  proTu  the  origlnnl  clittnietor  of  ih^ 
iagDi|!c,  ami  to  tinvc  been  RCianlty  engiavcU  by  ihe 
lurtnf;  Ibeir  abotlu  [n  llic  wihternrss. 
tcnicaa  of  Pirmn  li  rrrqurnlly  mcnliannl  la  thr8cri|itiirrs. 
(vol.  i.  Z71F.)  aays  ihst  the  wilderness  of  Paran.  ia  tAken  to 
V  porticulnrly,  tluit  part  of  Btooy  Armbm  which  lies  brtweea 
^  Kod  Hnzerolh  to  the  west,  anil  noont  Seir  to  the  out ; 
en  U  D  city  In  tliosr  paru,  near  Ihe  Red  Stn,  cftlled  Pbi- 
probably  gaie  aame  to  Ihe  adjaeeat  wilderness  of  Paran, 

nierallcr  Lapte'ii  splendid  map  of  lh«  Ottotnao  emplra. 
ml  Paris  iu  l^i^,   »•  find  a  ;>1ace  laid  down  as  Wadi 
uaic  between  mountSinil  and  Ihe  Itcd  Hes ;  anil  iho»e  who 
ntwl  with  Ihe  Hebrew  are  aware,  bow  sUgbt  tlia  difference^ 
P  and  Pb  in  ibai  language. 


[a  mwtog  Ills  vye  ovor  tlie  precMllo;  pagM,  ^eettieyl 
ed,  Iha  Editor  his  tliseovemi  a  few  (ypographtoal  errora,! 
Ippodrone  for  lllppoilroBW,  p.  Ml,— fte.  Ac.aud  pethapa 
:1tielsiB  in  p.  77. 
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